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Our  readers  will  find  in  the  prefent  volume,  what 
they  will  doubtlefs  confider  as  a  novelty  in  this  publi¬ 
cation,  a  retrofped:  of  European  politics  for  the-  year 
1797. — The  reafons  for  this  arrangement  will  be  fpf^ 
ficiently  obvious.  It  is  our  duty,  and  our  earned:  de«^ 
fire,  to  furnifh  our  readers  with  the  mo  ft  full  and  ac¬ 
curate  information  on  every  topic  which  regards  the 
hiftory  of  the  prefent  times ;  but  the  materials  for 
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fuch  information  as  this  are  not  to  be  collected  from 
the  public  prints,  nor ,  from  any  common  fources . 
they  are  to  be  fought  in  the  cabinets  of  ftatefmen,  and^ 
the  port- folios  of  minifters.  It  is  not  always  in  our 
power  to  command  the  neceflary  documents  in  time 
to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  our  readers,  nor  within  that 
period  which  we  do  not  wifh  to  exceed  in  bringing 
our  annual  volume  before  the  public.  This  was  pre- 
cifely  the  cafe  laft  year,  and  yet  we  were  unwilling 
wholly  to  difappoint  the  public.  We,  therefore,  pro- 
duced  fuch  a  {ketch  of  the  latter  tranfadtioiis  of  the 
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year  as  we  were  able  to  digeft  from  the  materials  that 
came  under  our  infpedtion.  In  the  narrative  now 
publilhed,  under  the  form  of  a  retrofpedt,  fome  er- 

X 

Tors  will  be  found  to  be  corrected,  and  a  fuller  light 
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thrown  upon  fome  of  the  moft  important  events. 
We  {hall  probably  be  under  the  neceffity  of  occafion- 
ally  adopting  a  fimilar  plan  during  the  continuance  of 

the  prefent  war.  We  are  confident  it  will  render  our 

* 

work  more  valuable  to  pofterity ;  nor  can  it  be  the 
lefs  agreeable  to  fuch  of  our  contemporaries  as  wifh  to 
know  the  truth. 
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Part  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  Sun  ;  a  Fragment , 

Frof  at  Midnight ,  -  - - 

jFlegy.  Spring-^— 1 796,  ———  — 
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KNOWLEDGE,  LEARNING, 

AND  TASTE, 

IN  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

•  _  <  i  ,  «  '•  \  ... 

During  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II* 

PART  II. 

THE  reign  of  Charles  was  inglorious  in  almoft  every 
inftance ;  yet  it  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  eftablifhmenr 
of  a  fociety,  which  has  been  perhaps  more  refpedtable  in  its 
character.,  and  more  ufeful  in  its  exertions  than  any  fimilar 
inftitution  in  Europe.  The  humble  origin  *  of  the  Royal 
Society  has  been  already  noticed ;  but  it  belongs  to  this  part 
of  our  undertaking  to  enter  more  fully  into  the  detail. 

To  aflert  that  the  great  proficiency  in  natural  fcience, 
which  has  been  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  nation,  is  to  be  wholly 
attributed  to  the  exertions  of  this  affociation,  would  be  bold 
and  hazardous ;  but  it  is  certain  that  little  progrefs  had  been 
previoufly  made  in  that  interefting  branch  of  human  know¬ 
ledge.  Except  the  folitary  fpeculations  of  Bacon,  little  had 

hitherto  been  effected ;  but  the  recommendation  of  that 

y 
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*  See  our  Hiftory  of  Knowledge,  & c,  under  the  Ufurpation. 
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great  man,  to  refer  every  thing  in  phyfics  to  the  fevere  ted  of 
dire 61  experiment,  cleared  the  path  of  fcience,  and  opened 
the  way  to  real  difcoveries. 

Alchemy  had  been  a  favourite  fludy  in  the  two  preceding 
reigns.  The  theatre,  which  is,  in  general,  Cfa  brief  chronicle 
of  the  times,”  and  the  bed  record  of  manners  and  national 
character,  of  national  folly  at  lead,  attefts  this  fad.  John- 
ibn’s  Alchemift  is  read  and  aded,  though  the  objed  of  ridi¬ 
cule,  which  is  the  foundation  of  the  piece,  is  no  longer  in- 
tereding. 

It  is  however  matter  of  furprife,  that  indudry,  even  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  fcience,  Should  have  effeded  nothing.  Not 
one  ufefui  difcovery  is  recorded  as  rewarding  the  labours  of 
the  Englilh  alchemifts,  though  their  brethren  on  the  continent 
contributed  in  no  fmall  degree  to  the  improvement  of  pradi- 
cal  chemiftry. 

Even  rpathematical  fcience,  for  which  the  Englifh  philo¬ 
sophers  have  fince  been  fojudly  celebrated,  was,  antecedent 
to  the  period  of  which  we  are  treating,  in  no  very  flourishing 
date ;  but  the  age  which  produced  the  Royal  Society  was 
alfo  diftinguiflied  by  fome  excellent  mathematicians;  and 
O.ughtred,  Ward,  and  Wallis,  led  the  way  to  Barrow,  New¬ 
ton,  and  Halley.  Thus,  though  clafflcal  learning,  theology, 
and  metaphyflcs,  had  been  cultivated  with  luccefs  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  ages,  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  may  be  regarded  as  the 
dawn  of  Englilh  philofophy. 

The  commencement  of  the  Royal  Society  is  referred  by 
its  hidorian  Sprat  to  u  fome  Ipace  after  the  end  of  the  civil 
wars;”  but  more  corred  information  affixes  the  date >  to  the 
year  1645.  At  that  time  fome  ingenious  and  inquifitive 
men,  among  whom  was  the  celebrated  mathematician  Dr. 
John  Wallis,  and  the  no  lefs  celebrated  Dr.  (afterwards  bj- 
ih op)  Wilk  ins,  agreed  to  meet  weekly  on  a  certain  day,  to 
converfq  on  lubjeds  of  natural  and  experimental  philofophy. 

The 
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The  meetings  were  fometimes  held  at  the  apartments  of  Dr. 
Jonathan  Goddard,  a  phyfician  of  fome  eminence,  in  Wood- 
ftreet,  on  account  of  his  having  an  operator  in  his  houfe  for 
the  purpofe  of  grinding  glaffes  for  telefcopes  ;  fometimes  at  a 
houfe  in  Cheaphde,  and  fometimes  at  Greffiam-college. 
From  thefe  meetings,  the  great  topics  w7hich  at  that  period 
divided  and  diftradted  fociety,  politics  and  theology,  were 
excluded;  and  the  fciences  which  chiefly  engaged  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  fociety,  were  geometry,  aftronomy,  anatomy, 
phyfic,  chemiftry,  navigation,  magnetifm,  and  mechanics. 
This  fociety  was  fometimes  diftinguiffied  by  the  name  of  the 
Invifible  or  Philofophical  College. 

The  fociety  in  this  infant  Hate  experienced  fomething  of 
the  unfettled  nature  of  the  times;  and  about  the  year  1648 
it  was  nearly  diflfolved  by  the  removal  of  Dr.  Wilkins,  who 
was  appointed  warden  of  Wadham-college ;  of  Dr.  Wallis, 
who  was  nominated  Savilian  profeffor  of  geometry ;  and  of 
Dr.  Goddard,  who  was  made  warden  of  Merton-college. 
Thofe  who  remained  in  London  continued  to  meet  as  be¬ 
fore,  and  the  Oxford  members  joined  them  when  they  viftt- 
ed  the  metropolis.  The  meetings,  however,  were  continued 
with  more  fpirit,  and,  probably,  more  regularity  at  Oxford, 
<c  in  Dr.  Wilkins’  lodgings  (to  ufe  the  words  of  Sprat)  in 
Wadham  college,  which  was  then  the  re  fort  for  virtuous  and 
learned  men.”  -  The  univerfity,  as  the  fame  author  informs 
us,  had  feveral  men  of  eminence  at  that  time  attached  to  it 
in  various  offices  and  ftations ;  and  it  was  reforted  to  by 
others,  whom  the  diftreffes  of  the  times  drove  to  take  refuge 
from  the  din  of  arms,  and  the  deteftable  contefls  of  party  and 
politics,  in  the  quiet  ffiades  of  that  celebrated  feminary. 
Their  firft  objedt  was,  as  it  had  been  in  London,  to  enjoy 
fociety  in  peace,  to  contribute  to  each  other’s  mutual  enter¬ 
tainment  and  inftrudtion^  and  to  avoid  thofe  unpleafant  topics 
which  fpread  only  difcora  and  calamity  wherever  they  were 
agitated.  The  principal  perfons  who  formed  this  fmall  but 
illuftrious  aflfembly,  were  Dr.  Seth  Ward,  afterwards  lord- 
biffiop  of  Exeter,  Mr.  Boyle,  fir  William  Petty,  Dr.  Wil- 
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kins,  Mr*  Matthew  Wren,  Dr.  Wallis,  Dr.  Goddard,  Dr* 
Willis,  Dr.  Chriftopher  Wren,  and  Mr.  Rooke. 

Thefe  meetings,  however,  were  (till  little  more  than  focial 
or  converfation  parties.  They  had  no  rules  or  fixed  method 
of  proceeding  j  vet  experimental  fcience  engaged  more 
deeply  their  attention  than  fpeculation  and  conjecture.  The 
folly  of  both  of  thefe  was  too  apparent  in  the  metaphyfical 
writers  of  the  day  for  wife  men,  luch  as  confirmed  this  little 
fociety,  to  engage  themfelves  in.  They  were  more  com¬ 
monly  employed  in  experiments  of  chemif  ry  and  mechanics. 
Their  inftruments,  however,  were  few ;  and  their  difcoveries 
in  chemiftry  feem  to  have  been  of  little  importance. 

In  the  year  1658,  the  fociety  was  difperfed  from  various 
caufes,  and  its  members  were  called  to  the  exercife  of  differ¬ 
ent  functions  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  majo¬ 
rity  of  them,  however,  had  reforted  to  the  metropolis;  and 
here  their  meetings  were  refumed  at  Grefham-college,  an 
inftitution  at  prefen t  fhamefully  abufed,  by  being  made  a  fine- 
cure  for  idle  and  indeed  merely  nominal  profeffors.  They 
generally  met  at  the  Wednefday’s  and  Thurfday’s  leCtures  of 
Dr.  Wren  and  Mr.  Rooke,  for  fuch  were  the  men  who,  at 
that  period,  occupied  thole  Rations.  Here  they  were  joined 
by  feveral  other  eminent  perfons,  among  whom  were  the 
lords  Brouncker  and  B  rereton,  fir  Paul  Neile,  Mr.  John 
Evelyn,  Mr.  Henfhaw,  Mr.  Slingfby,  Dr.  Timothy  Clark, 
Dr.  Ent,  Mr.  Balle/Mr.  Hill,  and  Dr.  Crone.  The  cala¬ 
mities  of  the  times  again  difperfed  our  philofophers ;  and 
even  the  place  of  their  meeting  was,  in  the  year  1659,  per¬ 
verted  into  a  barrack  for  foldiers. 

The  meetings  were  refumed  when  the  public  affairs  af- 
fumtd  a  more  quiet  afpeCt  after  the  reforation,  and  they 
were  joined  by  a  great  number  of  perfons  eminent  in  every 
branch  ot  icienoc.  The  accduon  of  new  members  obliged 
them  now  to  think  of  adopting  feme  regular  mode  of  con¬ 
ducting  their  debates  j  and,  in  a  private  converfation,  on  the 
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28th  of  November,  1660,  between  lord  Bronncker,  Mr. 
Boyle,  Mr.  Bruce,  fir  Robert  Moray,  fir  Paul  Neile,  Dr. 
Wilkins,  Dr.  Goddard,  Dr.  Petty,  Mr.  Balle,  Mr.  Wren, 
and  Mr.  Hill,  the  firft  idea  was  fuggefted  of  forming  a  regu¬ 
lar  college  for  the  promotion  of  phyfico-mathematical  and 
experimental  fcience.  As  a  preliminary  to  fuch  a  meafure, 
a  fee  of  regulations  were  drawn  up,  fimple  and  plain,  adapted 
to  the  character  of  the  men,  and  the  frugal  manners  of  the 
age.  The  meetings  were  to  be  continued  weekly,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon ,  during  term  time,  in  Mr.  Rooke’s 
chamber  at  Grefham-college;  and,  in  the  vacation,  at  Mr. 
Balle’s  in  the  Temple.  An  admiffion-fine  of  ten  Jhillings 
was  levied  on  each  of  the  members,  who  alfo  engaged  to 
contribute,  at  the  rate  of  one  foillmg  a  week,  whether  prefent 
or  abfent,  towards  the  expenfes  of  the  inftitution.  A  lift  of 
additional  members  was,  at  the  fame  time,  given  in,  among 
whom  we  find  the  names  of  fir  Kenelme  Digby,  Mr.  Evelyn, 
celebrated  for  his  attention  to  the  pradtical  and  philofophical 
part  of  botany,  and  Cowley  the  poet,  who  had 'been  created  a 
dodtor  of  phyfic  at  Oxford  in  the  year  1657. 


Thus  the  fociety  continued  to  profecute,  with  a  moft 
laudable  zeal  and  induftry,  every  branch  of  ufeful  knowledge. 
The  experiments,  as  Sprat  informs  us,  were  made  by  them- 
felves,  or  at  leaft  repeated,  whenever  the  refults  were  com¬ 
municated  from  a  diftance.  It  was  at  firft  determined  not  to 
increafe  the  number  of  the  members;  and  the  ftated  number 
was  fixed  at  fifty-five;  but  this  order  was  afterwards  judh 
cioufly  refeinded.  It  was  alfo  refolved,  that  no  perfon  fhould 
be  admitted  to  the  fociety  without  a  ferutiny,  in  which  the 
candidate  fiiould  have  the  votes  of  at  leaft  two-thirds  of  the 
members  prefent,  except  fuch  as  were  of  or  above  the  de¬ 
gree  of  a  baron ;  and  all  fuch  were  to  be  admitted,  at  their 
defire,  as  fupernumeraries,  provided  they  conformed  to  the 
rules  of  the  fociety.  The  fame  privilege  was  afterwards  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  fellows  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  in  confer 
quence  of  the  college  indulging  them  with  the  ufe  of  their 
hall. 
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On  the  jth-  of  December,  fir  Robert  Moray  informed  the 
fociety  that  the  king  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  de^ 
fign  of  the  meeting;  that  his  majefty  had  fignified  his  appro^ 
bation,  and  was  defirous  of  giving  it  encouragement.  About 
the  fame  time  it  was  refolved,  that  the  {landing  offices  of  the 
fociety  ffiould  be  three  in  number,  a  president  or  director,  a 
treafurer,  and  a  regifter— -the  former  to  be  chofen  monthly, 
and  the  two  latter  to  continue  in  office  for  the  fpace  of  a  year. 
Two  fervants,  with  falaries,  were  alio  appointed,  an  amanu- 
enfis,  and  an  operator.— The  falary  of  the  former  was  forty 
{hillings  per  annum ,  and  of  the  latter  four  pounds. 

/.  f  „ .  '  .  .  • .  •»  rv  .  f  ^  A  -t  • 

As  a  fpecimen  of  their  proceedings  in  this  infant  fate,  it 
may  not  be  unpleafant  to  the  reader  to  mention  that  the  fub- 
jeds  which  chiefly  engaged  their  attention  at  this  period 
were  a  feries  of  experiments  on  pendulums,  by  Dr.  (after¬ 
wards  fir  Chriftopher)  Wren  ;  experiments  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  {hipping,  under  thediredion  of  Dr.  Petty,  Dr.  God^ 
dard,  Dr.  Wilkins,  and  Dr.  Wren;  an  experiment  on  the 
recoiling  of  guns  by  lord  Brouncker ;  and  a  feries  of  queries 
\Vere  drawn  up  by  the  fame  nobleman,  in  conjundion  with 
Mr.  Boyle,  and  fent  to  Teneriffe,  chiefly  relating  to  experi¬ 
ments  for  meafuring  the  height  and  examining  the  atroa? 
fphere  and  climate  of  the  Peak.  His  majefty,  about  the 
fame  time,  fent  two  loadflones  to  be  examined  by  the  for 
ciety ;  Dr.  Goddard  produced  forne  chemical  experiments  on 
coloured  fluids,  produced  from  fluids  nearly  or  altogether 
coiourlefs ;  and  Mr.  Evelyn,  fome  curious  obfervations  on 
the  anatomy  of  trees,  which  were  followed  by  a  difcourfe  of 
fir  Kenelme  Digbv  on  the  vegetation  of  plants. 

The  fociety,  however,  did  not  confine  its  attention  to  fub- 
jeds  of  mere  philolophy,  but  extended  it  to  the  arts  and  ma- 
nufadures.  Befides '  the  experiments  on  {hipping,  already 
noticed,  Dr.  Perry  produced  a  feries  of  obfervations  on  the 
cloathing-trade  :  experiments  wxre  alio  made  on  refining,  ja¬ 
panning,  gilding,  and  other  arts.  Among  other  phenomena 
produced  before,  the  fociety,  was  a  young  man  born  deaf  and 

durqb* 


OF  KNOWLEDGE,  &c.  xxiii 

dumbs  and  taught  by  the  celebrated  Wallis  to  fpeak  plainly. 
The  do£tor,  with  fome  humour,  defcribes  this  occupation, 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Oldenburg. — <c  1  am  now  employed,” 
fays  he,  “  upon  another  work,  as  hard,  almoft,  as  to  make 
Mr.  Hobbes  underftand  mathematics.  It  is  to  teach  a  perfon 
dumb  and  deaf  to  fpeak,  and  to  underftand  a  language,”  &c. 

From  this  fpecimen  of  Its  proceedings,  the  reader  will 
perceive  that  the  iociety  was  not  lefs  diligent  or  flou  rifting 
previous  to  its  incorporation,  than  it  has  been  at  any  fubfe- 
quent  period*  Some  perfons  have  in  truth  doubted,  whe¬ 
ther  this  circumftance  has  been,  or  not,  of  real  fervice  to  the 
fociety;  but  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  though  not  of 
adtual  ufe,  it  may  have  been  productive  of  eventual  good. 
It  ferved,  probably,  to  preferve  the  unity  of  the  fociety,  and 
to  prevent  it  from  breaking  into  different  clubs  or  affemblies. 
It  aifo  gave  it  fome  confequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and 
of  foreign  nations ;  and  poffbly  contributed  at  once  to  its 
relpedlability  and  permanence.  The  aff  of  incorporation 
palled  the  great  feal  on  the  15th  of  July,  1662. — The  only 
alteration  of  importance  in  the  regulations  of  the  fociety 
was,  that  the  eledlions  were  made  annual;  William  lord 
vifcount  Brouncker  was  appointed  the  firft  prefident ;  fir  Ro¬ 
bert  Moray,  Mr.  Boyle,  Mr.  (afterwards  lord)  Brereton,  fir  ' 
Kenelme  Digby,  fir  Paul  Neile,  Mr.  H,  Slingeiby,  fir  Wil¬ 
liam  Petty,  Dr.  Wallis,  Dr.  Clarke,  Dr.  Wilkins,  Dr.  Ent, 
Mr.  Aerlkine,  Dr.  Goddard,  Dr.  Chriftopher  Wren,  Mr. 
Balle,  Mr.  Matthew  Wren,  Mr.  Evelyn,  Mr.  Henfhaw, 
Mr.  Dudley  Palmer,  Mr.  Oldenburg,  were  nominated  of 
the  council  ;  and  of  thele  Mr.  Balle  was  appointed  treafurer, 
and  Dr.  Wilkins  and  Mr.  Oldenburg  the  firft  fecretaries. 
Such  was  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  eftablifhment  of  this  refpefl- 
able  fociety. — We  (hall  now  return  to  give  a  fhort  account 
of  the  ftate  of  faience  in  its  various  branches  at  this  period 
fo  propitious  to  the  caufe  of  philofophy  in  general. 

Among  the  mathematicians  of  the  age,  the  firft  place  is 
generally  affigned  to  Dr.  John  Wallis.  He  was  the  fon  of 
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a  clergyman  at  Afhford  in  Kent,  and  was  educated  at  Em* 
roanuel- college,  Cambridge.  He  was  chofen  fellow  of 
Queen’s,  in  1640,  there  being  no  vacancy  in  his  own  college., 
and  about  the  fame  time  entered  into  holy  orders.  He  was 
eminent  for  having  difcovered  the  art  of  decyphering,  and 
incurred  feme  fcandal  after  the  reftoradon,  for  having  decy-  - 
phered  the  letters  of  king  Charles,  which  were  taken  in  the 
cabinet  at  Nafeby.  In  1644  he  added  as  one  of  the  fecre- 
taries  to  the  aflembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfter,  and  in  1649 
was  appointed  Savilian  profeffor  of  geometry  at  Oxford. 
While  he  continued  in  this  Ration,  he  had  a  mathematical 
controverly  with  Mr.  Hobbes,  who,  however,  was  but  a 
weak  antagonift,  oppofed  to  Wallis.  His  mathematical 
works  were  confidered  of  fo  much  importance  to  fcience, 
that  in  the  year  1699  they  were  collected,  and  publifhed  in 
Latin,  by  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  in  three  volumes,  folio, 
and  dedicated  to  king  William.  He  was  not  only  eminent 
as  a  mathematician,  but  publifhed  fome  excellent  works  on 
language,  the  ftudy  of  which  led  him  from  theory  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  arduous  talk  of  teaching  the  dumb  to  fpeak  :  of 
his  fervices  and  reputation  in  the  Royal  Society  we  have  al¬ 
ready  treated. 

Next  in  reputation  to  Wallis  was  Dr.  Seth  Ward.  He 
was  born  in  Hertfordfhire,  and  educated  at  Sidney-college, 
Cambridge ;  he  was  patronifed  warmly  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Ward,  then  mailer  of  that  college,  though  he  was  not  re¬ 
lated  to  him.  On  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars,  Mr. 
Seth  Ward  voluntarily  became  an  affociate  in  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  of  his  friend,  whom  he  accompanied  to  prifon,  and 
continued  with  him  till  his  death ;  he  was  alfo  ejected  from 
his  fellowfhip  for  refuting  the  covenant.  After  leaving  col¬ 
lege,  he  re  tided  fome  time  with  the  celebrated  Oughtred,  at 
A'ldbury  in  Surry,  where  he  profecuted  his  mathematical  flu- 
dies  with  fuch  fuccefs  as  laid  the  foundation  of  his  future 
eminence.  On  the  hopes  of  the  royalift  party  being  extin- 
giufhed,  Mr.  Ward  became  more  accommodating  to  the 
times,  and  from  his  great  reputation  as  a  mathematician  he 

was 
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was  appointed  Savilian  profeflor  of  aftronomy  at  Oxford,  in 
the  room  of  the  celebrated  Greaves,  diftinguifhed  for  his 
work  on  the  Egyptian  pyramids,  who  was  eje&ed,  but  who 
had  fufficient  influence  to  recommend  Mr.  Ward  to  be  his 
fucceflor.  Ward  then  entered  himfelf  of  Wadham-college, 
from  refpe6t  to  Dr.  Wilkins,  who  was  the  warden.  After 
the  reftoration,  he  was  fucceflively  appointed  bilhop  of  Exe¬ 
ter  and  of  Salifbury.  As  a  divine,  we  have  before  fpoken 
of  him  with  commendation  ;  as  a  mathematician,  his  excel¬ 
lence  is  ftili  acknowledged.  Mr.  Oughtred  fays,  he  was  the 
fir  ft  man  in  Cambridge  who  expounded  his  Cl  avis  Mathe¬ 
matical  which  he  republifhed,  with  additions,  at  the  impor¬ 
tunate  defire  of  the  author. 

Befides  thefe,  we  may  mention,  as  men  fcarcely  lefs  emi¬ 
nent,  the  extraordinary  bilhop  Wilkins,  and  fir  Chriftopher 
Wren,  of  whofe  character  we  (hall  afterwards  have  occafion 
to  treat,  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  an  art  which  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  his  own,  and  in  which  his  reputation  yet  remains  with¬ 
out  a  rival. 

The  fame  sera  which  produced  the  Royal  Society  was  di~ 
ftinguifhed  by  the  invention  of  an  inftrument  which  has 
been  of  great  importance  in  natural  and  experimental  philo- 
fiophy,  we  mean  the  air-pump.  It  was  the  invention  of  the 
honourable  Robert  Boyle,  who  was  aflifted  in  perfecting  the 
mechanical  part  of  it  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Robert  Hooke, 
fo  eminent  afterwards  for  his  microfcopical  experiments.  In¬ 
dependent  of  this  noble  invention,  there  is,  perhaps,  not  any 
name  which  deferves  to  (land  higher  in  the  records  of  Englifh 
philofophy  than  that  of  Boyle. — He  gave  a  new  turn  to  the 
refearches  of  chemiftry,  and  directed  it,  from  the  abfurdities 
of  the  alchemifts,  to  the  views  and  purpofes  of  found  philo¬ 
fophy.  His  experiments  on  air  laid  the  foundation  for  that 
fyftem  which  is  now  generally  received  with  refpeht  to  the 
general  properties  of  that,  and  indeed  of  all  other  elaftic 
fluids.  The  foundnefs  of  his  judgment  rendered  him  fu- 
perior  to  aii  the  tiniei  of  falfe  philofophy.’ — He  was  as  ad- 
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verfe  to  the  jargon  of  Ariftotie  as  to  the  reveries  of  the  aL 
chemifts,  and  defined  that  fafhionable  philofophy  as  <c  having 
in  it  more  of  words  than  of  things,  promifing  much,  and 
performing  little.” — His  obfervations  on  colours  were  ufefui 
preliminaries  to  that  beautiful  fyftem  which  was  afterwards 
perfected  by  the  genius  of  Newton.  There  was,  in  fhort, 
fcarcely  an  interefting  topic  of  natural  philofophy  which  did 
not  engage  the  attention  of  this  indefatigable  inquirer,  and 
fcarcely  any  which  he  did  not  improve.  His  trads  in  de¬ 
fence  of  the  Chriftian  religion  are  not  the  lead  valuable  of 
his  writings ;  and,  indeed,  in  every  refped,  his  whole  life 
was  devoted  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  benefit  and  in- 
flrudion  of  his  fellow-creatures.  He  may,  with  juftice,  be 
regarded  as  the  father  of  modern  philofophy. 

After  the  name  of  Boyle  we  may  mention  that  of  fir  Ke- 
nelme  Digby* — 

“  Digby  the  great,  the  valiant,  and  -the  wife.” 

A  man  of  a  genius  as  adive,  and  of  acquirements  as  uni- 
verial  almoft  as  thofe  which  are  afcribed  to  the  famous  Pico, 
prince  of  Mirandola.  His  philofophy  was  not,  however,  the 
cool  and  temperate  reafoning  of  Boyle. — It  was  mingled  too 
much  with  imagination,  and  his  fuperftitious  zeal  in  favour  of 
his  cc  Sympathetic  Powder/’  which  was  to  be  a  cure  for  al~ 
moil  all  difeafes,  has  fixed  a  blot  on  his  character,  which  has 
rendered  his  philofophical  publications  lefs  objeds  of  gene- 
ral  attention  than  they  defer ve. 

Sir  William  Petty  is  chiefly  known  for  his  great  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  (kill  in  political  arithmetic ;  yet,  even  this  was 
one  of  the  leaft  of  his  accomplifhments.  Perhaps  no  man, 
not  excepting  the  late  Dr.  Franklin,  ever  polfelTed  a  mind 
fo  happily  adapted  to  pradical  and  ufefui  fcience ;  and,  in¬ 
deed,  he  was  not  only  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  men  of 
his  age,  but  that  Britain  ever  produced.  Like  the  man, 
whom,  in  modern  times,  he  moft  refembled,  Franklin,  he 
was  the  fon  of  a  plain  tradefman,  and  was  born  at  Rumfey 
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in  Hampfhire.  At  a  very  early  age  he  difplayed  an  uncom¬ 
mon  genius  for  mechanics ;  but  after  his  grammar  education, 
and  fome  fubfequent  inftrudion  at  the  univerfity  of  Caen  in 
Normandy,  he  was  appointed  to  a  fituation  in  the  navy. — 
But  before  he  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty,  having 
faved  about  fixty  pounds,  upon  the  ftrength  of  this  fum 
he  fet  out  to  travel  for  his  improvement ;  and  afcer  fpending 
three  years  abroad,  and  maintaining  all  the  time  his  younger 
brother,  fuch  was  his  great  ceconomy  and  induftry,  that  he  re¬ 
turned  to  England  with  ten  pounds  more  than  he  took  with 
him.  About  this  time  he  invented  an  inftrument  for  double 
writing,  by  which  the  operator  was  enabled  to  produce  an  ac¬ 
curate  copy1  of  a  manufcript,  while  in  the  ad  of  writing  the 
original.  This  inftrument  has  ftnce  been  more  fuccefsfully 
employed  in  the  art  of  drawing  and  defigning.  After  this, 
he  removed  to  Oxford,  and  in  1649  was  created  a  dodor  of 
phyfic.  He  was  foon  after  appointed  phyfician  to  the  army, 
and  was  alfo  phyfician  to  three  fucceftive  lord-lieutenants  of 
Ireland.  This  profeflion,  however,  he  afterwards  abandoned, 
and,  on  the  divifion  of  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Ireland,  was 
appointed  to  take  the  lurveys,  which  he  did  with  fingular  ac¬ 
curacy,  and  gained  confiderable  property  by  his  fervices  on 
this  occafion.  After  the  reftoration,  he  was  in  confiderable 
favour  with  government;  received  the  honour  of  knight¬ 
hood,  and  was  a  member  both  in  the  Englilh  and  Irilh  par¬ 
liaments. — The  objed  which  moft  engaged  his  attention  at 
this  period  was,  how  to  improve  the  arts  of  fhip-buiiding  and 
navigation ;  and  he  conftruded  a  veftel  to  fail  againft:  wind 
and  tide.  To  enumerate  his  various  experiments  and  difco- 
veries  would  occupy  more  of  the  volume  than  we  ufually  ap- 
propnace  to  this  divifion  of  our  work.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  one  of  the  moft  adive  members  of  the  Royal 
Society  ;  and  yet,  while  fo  much  of  his  time  was  devoted  to 
fcience,  his  private  bufinefs  was  more  than  moft  men  would 
be  able  to  condud :  it  confifted  in  the  management  of  a 
large  eftate,  both  in  lands  and  buildings,  in  working  of 
mines,  and  a  confiderable  trade  in  lead,  iron,  and  fifh . 
His  labours  were  crowned  with  extraordinary  luccefs.— He' 
/-  died 
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died  at  the  age  of  fixty~five,  poffeffed  of  immenfe  property, 
and  was  the  founder  of  a  noble  family,  in  which  genius  as 
well  as  patriotism  feems  to  be  hereditary. 

Among  the  philofophers  of  this  age  we  may  clafs  mod  of 
thofe  who  have  been  already  noticed  as  the  founders  of  the 
Royal  Society,  particularly  bifhop  Wilkins,  and  Mr.  Hooke, 
the  friend  and  afiiftant  of  the  illuftrious  Boyle. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  information  to  thofe  of  the  prefent 
day,  who  a  (fume  a  name,  of  the  real  import  of  which  they 
are  e  fiend  ally  ignorant,  that  thefe  real  philofophers  were  Chrif- 
tians.  Their  learning  was  united  with  its  natural  conco¬ 
mitant  modefty.  They  did  not  apologife  for  vice  and  im¬ 
piety,  becaufe  they  loved  to  pradile  them  ^  they  did  not  ca¬ 
vil  at  the  Scriptures,  while  ignorant  of  the  very  languages  in 
which  thefe  Scriptures  were  compoSed  ;  or  deny  the  God  of 
Nature,  while  they  were  totally  unacquainted  with  all  Nature’s 
operations.  Their  philofophy  was  not  rhapfody  and  wild 
conjedure ;  it  was  the  philofophy  of  fad:  and  experiment. 
Their  labours  were  direded  to  the  welfare  of  Society,  and  not 
to  its  undoing ;  they  were  the  friends  of  religion,  of  order 
and  good  government,  becaufe  they  were  the  friends  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  of  truth  *. 

*  Sprat’s  Hiftory  of  the  Royal  Society  ;  Birch’s  Hiftory  of  the  fame; 
Rapin’s  Hiltory  of  England ;  Biographia  Brit, ;  Biographical  Did.  &c.  &c. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Great  Britain.  State  of  Public  Affairs  previous  to  the  Meeting  off  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Seceffon  of  the  Whig  Members.  Obfervations  on  that  Circumflance. 

His  Maje fly's  Speech.  Debate  on  the  Addrefs — In  the  Houfe  of  Lords _ In 

the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Debates  on  the  Negotiation  at  Life — In  the  Houfe 
of  Lords — In  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 


I  .''ROM  the  commencement  of 
the  French  Revolution,  every 
fucceeding  year  has  been  replete 
with  new  and  extraordinary  inci¬ 
dents;  the  circle  of  civil  anarchy 
has  gradually  extended ;  Rate  after 
Rate  has  been  fwallowed  up  in  the 
vortex;  and  a  general  ruin  has 
deemed  to  impend  over  the  face  of 
Europe.  The  Britifli  empire.,  of  all 
the  adjacent  Rates,  had  alone  enjoy¬ 
ed  domeRic  tranquillity,  till  the 
year  1 798  brought  the  calamity 
within  ourown  borders ;  and  where 
French  arms  could  not  conquer, 
French  principles  had  almoR  been 
vidtorious.  Though  lefs  intereR- 
ing,  perhaps,  to  the  reR  of  Europe, 
the  annals  of  the  prelent  year  are 
certainly  important  to  Engliflimen, 
and,  when  detailed  by  the  pen  of 
candour,  we  truR  they  will  be 
found  not  wanting;  in  ihRrudiion. 

O 

Our  laR  volumeclofed  with  an 
event,  which  every  friend  to  hu¬ 


manity  muR  deeply  regret,  the 
abrupt  termination  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion  at  Lille.  Between  that  time 
and  the  meeting  of  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament  a  very  ihort  period  inter¬ 
vened,  in  which  not  a  circumRance 
occurred  which  is  deferving  the 
notice  of  the  hiRorian.  On  the 
opening  of  the  feffion  on  the  2d  of 
Nov.  1797,  the  friends  of  liberty 
could  not  fail  to  regret  that  the  / 
benches  of  oppofition  appeared  al¬ 
moR  completely  deferted.  The 
memorable  feceffion,  which  had 
taken  place  towards  the  conclufion 
of  the  preceding  feffion,  was  Rill  re- 
ligioufly  obferved.  by  the  1110ft  di- 
Ringuiflied  leaders  of  the  whig  par¬ 
ty  ;  and  even_the  miniRers.  tbem- 
felves  regretted,  that  the  nation 
was  deprived  at  this  momentous 
crilis  of  that  affiRance  which  their 
brilliant  talents  might  have  afforded 

o 

to  their  country. 

J 

In  anfwer  to  the  charge  of  a  de« 
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religion  of  their  duty,  it  has  been 
urged,  with  plaufibilitv  at  lea  ft,  that 
the  violent  ftate  of  party  politics 
rendered  fuch  a  meafu re  indifpen fa¬ 
ble  on  the  part  of  oppofttion.  “  In 

times  when  everv  man  who  cen- 

•/ 

fured  the  meafures  of  adminiftra- 
tion  was  regarded  as  in  league  with 
the  enemy,  for  what  end,  it  was  ar¬ 
gued,  Ihould  we  incur  fo  black  a 
cenfure  ?  If  we  declare  our  fenti- 

I 

ments,  we  are  proclaimed  as  the 
enemies  of  our  king;  if  we  tacitly 
acquiefce  in  the  meafures  of  the 
minifter,  we  voluntarily  take  upon 
us  a  fhare  of  the  refponfibiiity.  We 
have  done  our  utmoft  to  prevent 
the  war;  we  have  urged  repeatedly 
the  neceffity  of  bringing  it  to  a 
ipeedv  ternnnation  ;  we  have  not 
perfuaded  our  opponents — events 
muft  now  take  their  natural  courfe 
—we  cannot  aid  with  counfel,  it 
fhall  not  be  faid  that  we  embarrafs 
by  oppofttion. 

The  firft  topic  alluded  to  in  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  was  that 
which  naturaliv  engaged  the  atten- 
tion  of  every  man  interefted  in  the 
welfare  of  b’s  country.  “  His  ir.a- 
jefty  exprdfed  his  fincere  concern 
that  his  endeavours  to  reftore  peace 
had  been  rendered  ineffectual.  The 
public  declaration,  and  the  papers 
laid  before  them,  had  fully  proved 
that  every  ftep  had  been  taken  on 
his  part  to  accelerate  its  conclu- 
fton  ;  and  the  long  delay  and* final 
rupture  of  the  negotiation  were,  he 
added,  to  be  afcribed  folely  to  the 
evaftve  conduct,  inordinate  ambi¬ 
tion,  and,  above  all,  to  the  invete¬ 
rate  animofity  of  the  enemy  againft 
thefe  kingdoms. 

o 

“  His  majefty  profeffed  to  have 
the  fulleft  reliance  (under  Provi¬ 
dence)  on  the  magnanimity  and 
courage  of  a  free  people,  fenft bie 
that  they  were  contending  for  their 
belt  interefts,  and  determined  to 
render  themfelves  worthy  of  the 


bleffings  they  were  ftruggling  to 
preferve. 

u  Compelled  as  we  -were  by  tie- 
ceflity  to  perfevere  in  the  war,  till  a 
pacific  fpirit  prevailed  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  we  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  knowing  that  we  poffeffed 
means  and  refources  proportioned 
to  the  objeCfs  which  were  at  ftake  ; 
that  during  the  period  of  hoftilities, 
and  under  the  preffure  of  accumu¬ 
lated  burdens,  our  revenues  had 
continued  highly  productive,  our 
national  induftry  had  been  extend¬ 
ed,  and  our  commerce  had  furpafs- 
ed  its  cuftomarv  limits. 

“  The  public  fpirit  had  been 
eminently  difplayed  :  the  troops  of 
every  defcriptioti  had  acquired  the 
admiration  of  their  country  ;  and 
the  fucceffes  of  the  navy  had  been 
crowned  by  the  decifive  victory  of 
admiral  lord  Duncan. 

u  The  ftate  of  the  war,  joined  to 
the  happy  confequences  of  our  re¬ 
cent  fuccefs,  would  admit  offome 
diminution  of  expenfe,  confident 
with  the  vigorous  efforts  which  our 
fttuation  required.  In  conftdering 
the  heft  mode  of  defraying  that  ex¬ 
penfe  which  would  ftill  be  un¬ 
avoidable,  it  was  ueceffary  to  bear 
in  mind,  that  the  prefent  crifis  de¬ 
manded  the  inoft  fpirited  exertions, 
and  the  value  of  temporary  fac ri¬ 
fle  es  could  be  only  efti mated  by 
comparing  it  with  the  importance 
of  fupporting  public  credit,  and 
•convincing  the  -enemy  that  we 
were  able  to  continue  the  conteft 
as  long  as  it  might  be  needful  for 
maintaining  the  fafety,  honour, and 
independence  of  thefe  kingdoms. ’* 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  earl  of 
Glafgow  moved  the  addrefs :  in 
examining  his  majefty ’s  fpeech, 
and  the  declaration  which  had  pre¬ 
ceded  it,  he  faid  it  was  mod  clear¬ 
ly  apparent,  that  our  fovereign  had 
been  actuated  all  along  by  princD 
pies  of  juftice  and  moderation. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  documents  pointed  out  the 
malignant  and  infidious  conduct  of 
the  enemy  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  war;  this  conduct  it  was,  on 
their  part,  which  left  it  no  longer  in 
the  power  of  his  m  a  jelly  to  indulge 
his  beneficent  inclinations  towards 
peace;  and  in  purfuit  of  this  object 
he  had  gone  as  far  as  was  compati¬ 
ble  with  the  fafety  of  his  people, 
and  the  dignity  of  his  crown. 
Much  as  that  event  was  to  be  de- 
fired,  his  lordlhip  hoped  that  there 
was  yet  fpirit  enough  in  the  coun¬ 
try  not  to  accept  it  at  the  price  of 
the  honour  of  theBritifh  empire.  His 
majefty  had  himfelf  propofed  a 
treaty  for  peace  to  the  enemy  ;  and 
after  it  was  abruptly  terminated,  he 
had  taken  the  iirft  opportunity  of 
renewing  it,  and  with  the  mod 
earned  folicitude  for  that  event, 
directed  his  minifter  to  continue  at 
Lille  as  long  as  poffible,  namely, 
till  a  politive  order  from  the  direc¬ 
tory  obliged  him  to  return. 

From  this  review,  it  was  obvious, 
that  the  prolongation  of  the  war 
was  to  be  attributed  foiely  to  the 
ambition  of  France.  What,  in 
truth,  was  the  avowed  Hate  of  the 
negotiation  fo  lately  terminated? 
The  enemy  had  required  a  reftitu- 
tion  of  all  the  conquells  our  valour 
had  achieved,  and  this,  not  as  the 
price  of  peace,  but  negotiation  ? 
Such,  with  their  pretended  can¬ 
dour,  were  the  terms  they  had  the 
hardihood  to  propofe  ;  fo  that  we, 
who  had  every  thine  to  give  and 
nothing  to  receive,  mud  refign  all 
as  a  preliminary  to  treaty  !  By 
this  procedure  we  were  called  upon 
to  furrender  our  national  dignity  : 
and  if  thefe  were  the  conditions  of 
peace,  he  was  perfuaded  that  the 
lad  refources  of  the  country  would 
be  cheerfully  brought  forth,  ra¬ 
ther  than  fubmit  to  eompromite 
our  fafety,  independence^  and  ho¬ 
nour. 


But  what  was  the  lituatiori  of  the 
contending  parties  when  this  arro¬ 
gant  pretenlion  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  was  advanced?  Was  it  ill 
a  moment  of  humiliation,  defeat, 
and  difgrace?  No;  it  was  in  the 
full  chreer  of  our  conqued  that 
they  had  dared  to  bring  forward 
their  infolent  demands  :  their  fleet 
was  perfectly  annihilated, which,  his 
lordlhip  faid,  left  no  doubt  upon 
his  mind,  that  they  mud  fee  the 
impotence  of  all  their  fchemes  ill 
any  wav  to  injure  this  country. 
The  late  fplendid  vibtory  of  lord 
Duncan  fliowed  what  our  navy 
could  accomplifn  ;  and  whild  we 
could  command  fuch  heroic  efforts 
of  valour,  we  fhould,  under  divine 
Providence,  determine  to  rely  upon 
them:  we  had  .prowefs,  and  we 
had  refources  ;  our  commerce  was 
extenfive,  our  finances  were  unim¬ 
paired;  and,  generally  fpeaking,  our 
military  operations  had  been  f ucceffuh 
A  nation  thus  circiimflanced  had 
no  ground  for  rlefpondency :  he 
therefore  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  conduct  of  minifters  was 
politic  and  proper,  and  fuch  as 
eventually  would  bed  conduce  to 
an  honourable  peace.  He  con¬ 
cluded  with  moving  an  addrefs  to 
be  prefented  to  his  majedy,  return¬ 
ing  thanks  for  his  mod  gracious 
fpeech. 

Lord  Gwydir  faid,  that  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  language  had  been  fo  often 
employed  to  deferibe  the  complica¬ 
ted  nature  of  this  war,  that  words 
had  iod  their  effect  by  repetition  ; 
but  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  the  object  remaining  the  fame, 
he  thought  it  neceffary  to  declare 
the  principles  which  had  governed 
his  public  conduct.  He  had  lup- 
.ported  the  war  from  its  commence¬ 
ment,  becaufe  he  had  edeemed  it 
a  jnd  and  neceffary  war:  every 
event,  every  circumftance  had  con¬ 
firmed  h;s  opinion  ;  and  from  this 
A  3  conviction 
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convi&ion  be  called  upon  their 
lorddiips  to  fupport  the  addrefs. 

Three  times  had  his  majedy’s 
miniders  gone  to  the  utmoft  verge 
that  prudence  or  honour  would  ad¬ 
mit,  in  the  hope  of  ending  this  un¬ 
exampled  conted  by  negotiation  : 
the  refult  was  well  known  ;  and  he 
was  at  a  lofs  to  imagine  a  reafon 
for  our  embaOador  having  been  re¬ 
ceived,  unlefs  it  was  to  afford  the 
jacobin  party  in  France  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  adding  infult  to  injury. 
It  had  been  dated  from  high  autho¬ 
rity,  that  a  point  of  honour  was  al- 
moft  the  only  rational  caufe  of  war : 
a  difpute  for  trade,  or  territorial 
poffeffion,  might  be  eafily  compro- 
mifed,  or  given  up;  but  the  honour 
of  a  country  gone,  its  importance 
mud  fall  with  it,  and  it  would  foon 
become  the  derifion  of  mankind. 
Had  the  object  of  the  war  been 
changed  ?  Certainly  not :  the  means 
of  carrying  it  on  had  varied,  but 
the  prefervation  of  Great  Britain 
had  from  its  commencement  been 
the  one  grand  purfuit. 

The  aim  of  France  was  univerfal 
dominion;  and  whether  they  pur- 
fued  it  by  war  or  treaty,  the  objedt 
had  been  never  varied. 

With  profeffions  of  judice,  good 
faith,  humanity,  they  had  thought 
no  adtions  too  atrocious  to  be  com¬ 
mitted;  and  indulging  their  ima¬ 
ginations  in  ideal  vidtory  over  this 
country,  they  already  confidered  it 
as  a  conquered  enemy,  and  would 
liden  to  no  terms  but  fuch  as  .they 
dmuld  didlate.  The  laws  which 
they  had  made  applied  only  to 
themfdves ;  occalional  poffeffion 
created  of  itfelf  indefeafible  right : 
but  when  this  doftrine  came  under 
difeudion  with  their  adverfaries,  it 
was  exadfly  reverfed  as  applied  to 
them,  and  they  inftantlv  demanded 
a  previous  unconditional  reditution 
of  every  thing  that  had  been  taken 
either  from  themfelvesor  their  pre¬ 


tended  allies.  Had  thefe  haughty 
terms  been  acceded  to,  our  dis¬ 
honour  would  have  been  fealed,  but 
peace  would  have  been  yet  more 
didant.  No  negotiator  could  have 
propofed  fuch  conditions  but  with 
a  view  of  forcing  a  continuance  of 
the  war.  So  much  for  the  judice 
of  their  theory  and  practice.  . 

His  lorddfip  faid  it  would  be 
wade  of  time  to  comment  on  their 
good  faith,  either  in  the  treaties 
they  had  didlated  and  broken,  or 
the  alliances  thev  had  formed  and 

abufed  i  but  it  would  be  well  if 

.  >  ^  - 

Europe  would  take  warning,  from 
thefe  treaties  and  alliances,  of  what 
they  might  expedh 

Far  different  had  been  the  con- 
du<5t  of  this  country  :  the  date  of  the 
funds,  the  pecuniary  difficulties  un¬ 
der  which  we  had  exerted  and 
maintained  our  public  credit,  mud 
have  convinced  our  allies  of  the 
efforts  we  made  to  fupply  their 
wants :  we  had  more  than  fulfilled 
every  engagement,  and  in  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  we  propofed,  their  inte- 
refts  had  been  combined  with  our 
own. 

Perhaps  it  was  wife  to  learn  by 
negotiation  the  extent  of  the  info- 
lent  demands  of  the  fadlion  in 
France  ^  perhaps  it  was  neceffary  to 
prove  to  this  country  that  peace 
was  impodible,  in  order  to  roufe 
that  vigorous  exertion  which  its 
intered  and  honour  required.  The  . 
miniders  had  gone  to  every  length 
which  prudence  and  dignity  per¬ 
mitted —  if  not  farther;  and  after 
the  reception  of  fuch  advances,  the 
nation  would  be  degraded  in  the 
e'ves  of  the  world,  ifithedtated  one 
moment  in  relenting  the  infult, 
and  accepting  the  challenge. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  rofe,  and  with 
much  warmth  concurred  in  the 
fame  opinion  ;  but  there  were  fome 
words  in  the  addrefs,  he  faid,  to 
which  he  could  not  agree,  becaufe, 

he 


foreign 
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lie  (aid,  he  conceived  that  they 
tended  to  weaken  the  principle  up¬ 
on  which  the  houfe  might  will)  to 
come  forward  with  their  fupport 
of  his  majeffy.  Every  expreffion 
implying  approbation  of  the  heps 
which  had  been  taken  to  red  ore 
peace  fhould  be  omitted;  nor  would 
he  ever  lend  his  fandtion  to  the 
carrying*  on  a  negotiation  with  a 

j  O  o 

power  fo  anomalous,  fo  dangerous 
to  the  fafety  of  Europe,  as  the 
French  republic. 

His  lordfiiip  much  lamented  that 
his  majeffy  had  been  advifed  to 
make  a  declaration  two  feilionsago, 
affirming  that  France  was  then  in  a 
Hate  to  maintain  the  relations  of 
peace  and  amity  ;  whereas  between 
that  government  and  ours  there 
fubfiffed  no  common  principles ; 
and  only  the  refforation  of  monar¬ 
chy  could  render  it  capable  of  ex- 
iftence  with  fafety  to  the  other 
powers  of  Europe.  He  believed 
this  declaration  had  contributed  to 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  had 
weakened  energy,  had  engendered 
diffruff  amongff  the  allies^  and  that 
its  confequence  had  been  the  treaty 
of  Udina. 

He  w iffied  particularly  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  the 
object  of  the  French  government : 
it  was  the  luff  of  univerfal  empire  ; 
if  had  debafed  their  old  efhblidi- 
ment ;  it  diftinguifhed  their  new. 
It  was  unneceffiary,  he  faid,  to  trace 
its  revolutionary  progrefs  in  all 
their  conqueds,  Intrigues,  and  ne¬ 
gotiations  ;  but  all  were  dronglv 
and  inconteftably  marked  with  this 
charadleriffic  feature.  He  begged 
their  lorddiips  to  recolleff  the  pro- 
feffions  of  liberty  and  equality  with 
which  the  Dutch  .and  all  their  de¬ 
pendencies  had  been  amufed  and 
deceived ;  their  conduct  to  Avi- 
gnon  (and  Avignon  had  never  been 
their  enemy)  ;  neither  did  Geneva 
Hand  in  that  fituation  ;  the  neutra- 
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lity  of  Venice,  and  the  complaifance 
of  Genoa  towards  the  French  go¬ 
vernment, did  not  protedl  them  from 
the  rage  of  jacobin  profelytifm. 
Their  treatment  of  the  Italian 
Hates  alfo,  and  their  conduct  to 
America,  demon ftrated  their  aim. 
Friendly  as  well  as  neutral  powers 
had  been  deprived  of  their  rights 
by  Buonaparte,  on  no  other  pre¬ 
tence  than  the  convenience  or  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  republic.  Difor- 
ganifation  in  all  its  extent  had  uni¬ 
formly  fucceeded  every  eftablifli- 

4  * 

merit  they  had  been  able  to  over¬ 
throw.  An  incompatibility  of  co- 
alelcing  with  any  power  whatever 
was  their  own  incommunicable 
prerogative ;  it  was  for  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  regenerating  the  conflitu- 
tions  of  other  nations,  and  profe- 
ly ting  other  Hates,  that  they  threw 
away  all  their  old  forms,  burH  up¬ 
on  every  people  in  their  vicinity, 
and  convulfed  them  with  their  en- 
thufiafm  ;  and  wherever  they  pene¬ 
trated  by  art  or  arms  the  revolt 
tionary  mania  followed  them. 

Never  had  fuch  fwarms  of  ban¬ 
ditti  iffiied  (continued  his  lordffiip) 
as  had  iffiied  from  the  cultivated 
empire  of  France,  and  overfpread 
the  furrounding  kingdoms  with 
rnadnefs  and  with  guilt !  And  was 
this  the  nation  with  which  England 
was  ready  to  make  engagements  ? 
The  character  of  its  rulers  evinced 
what  we  might  expedt  from  their 
warmeff  profeffions.  Thefe  were 
formed  upon  the  fpirit  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  had  prelented  within  thefe 
two  months  a  dreadful  pidture  of 
the  cant  of  liberty,  and  the  horror 
of  defpotiffn.  Was  not  their  late 
profcription  of  65  deputies,  and 
their  disfranchifement  of  33  depart¬ 
ments,  for  whofe  representation 
they  had  arbitrarily  and  openly 
fent  creatures  of  their  own  to  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  an  inffance 
of  this?  In  faff,  the  councils  were 
A  4  not 
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not  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  but  of  the  directory  ;  and  this 
pretended  reprefentation  extended 
even  to  the  fubordinate  municipal 
officer?.  Of  this  primary  principle 
in  democracy  how  much  had  they 
boaded,  and  how  little  had  they 
rcalifed  it ! 

Was  the  expulfion  of  fuch  a 
number  of  thofe  chofen  by  their 
condituents  meant  to  exemplify 
their  dodbrine,  or  to  explain  it? 
did  equality  coufift  of  fuch  out¬ 
rages  on  the  rights  and  feelings  of 
each  other?  and  had  we  any  rea- 
fon  to  expedt  better  condiud  than 
they  adopted  amongft  themfelves? 
Here,  therefore,  his  lord fh Ip  laid, 
he  was  pledged  to  the  houfe  and  to 
the  public  to  make  no  peace  where 
peace  could  neither  be  honourable 
nor  lading.  It  deferved  confidera- 
tion,  whether  it  were  not  better  to 
profecute  the  war  on  its  original 
ground,  or,  by  ending  the  one, 
balely  to  reiinquilh  the  other  ?  The 
war,  it  was  true,  had  cod  this 
country  many  millions ;  but  the 
taxes  were  paid,  our  relburces 
riling,  our  trad®  increafed,  and  our 
commerce  flouridling.  What  was 
the  fituation  of  the  enemy  in  this 
refpedl  ?  All  the  armies  they  had 
railed,  all  the  magazines  they  had 
tilled,  all  the  treafures  they  had  ex¬ 
pended,  all  that  they  had  done,  had 
been  effedfed,  not  by  any  well  di- 
geded  plan  of  equal  contribution, 
but  by  making  the  property  of  in¬ 
dividuals  anfvverable  to  the  exi¬ 
gence  of  the  date.  With  our  re¬ 
venue  it  was  far  otherwise  ;  more 
money  had  been  offered  to  govern¬ 
ment  than  the  minider  had  occafiou 
for  ;  and  any  fum  might  have  been 
obtained  to  carry  on  a  war,  of 
which  the  people  felt  the  judice 
and  neceffity.  In  fadl,  all  its  re- 
fources  had  rather  improved  than 
diminifhed.  Where  were  not  our 
manufactures  exported?  in  what 


fea  was  not  the  Britilh  navy  tri¬ 
umphant  ?  and  were  all  thefe  in¬ 
dances  of  our  glory  to  be  furren- 
dered  for  the  amity  of  a  govern¬ 
ment  incapable  of  accepting,  ce¬ 
menting,  or  realiflng  it?  Could 
we  hope  for  better  treatment  than 
any  of  their  other  allies  ?  Had  they 
indeed  been  true  tor  each  other,  had 
they  been  animated  with  as  much 
zeal  to  defend,  as  the  French  to  at¬ 
tack,  this  war  might  have  been  ter¬ 
minated  happily  long  ago  :  by  our 
own  mifmanagement,  by  mutual 
jealouiy,  we  ,  had  ruined  the  caufe 
we  wilhed  to  have  protected,  and 
the  defertion  of  one  led  to  that  of 
another;  but  though  left  in  the 
field  alone,  we  yet  occupied  fuch 
vantage  ground  as  might  enable  us 
to  hold  them  for  a  length  of  time 
in  perfect  defiance.  Was  not  the  em¬ 
peror  (the  mod  relied  on  continental 
bulwark  !)  a  beacon  to  the  people 
of  this  country  ?  Fie,  whofe  dutv 
it  was  to  have  preferved  the  empire, 
indead  of  proving  himfelf  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  his  people,  was  a  (dually,  by 
the  afcendancy  of  the  French  in 
his  councils,  become  a  jacobin',  the 
king  of  Prufiia  might  alfo  turn 
fuen,  and  fall  in  with  the  fchemes 
of  this  ambitious  republic,  which 
already  called  out  for  a  Transrhe- 
nane  republic  on  the  borders  of 
Auftria  and  Pruflia ! 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  concluded  with 
exhorting  their  lorddiips,  if  they 
venerated  patriotifm,  liberty,  or 
laws,  to  refid  all  terms  of  coa- 
lefcence  with  this  regicide  govern¬ 
ment.  Fie  reminded  them  of  his 
majedy’s  words  in  a  former  fpeech, 
“  that  vve  fought  for  order,  mora¬ 
lity,  and  religion  ror  could  we 
confidently  fubmit  to  conditions 
of  peace,  until  the  old  monarchy 
was  redored  in  France,  and  an  he¬ 
reditary  fovereign  feated  upon  the 
throne  of  his  anccdors. 

Lord  Grenville  profeffed  himfelf 
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to  be  entirely  of  opinion  with  his 

noble  friend,  that  there  was  no 

fafety-for  any  people  by  being  at 

peace  with  the  French  ;  and  the 

horrible  piCture  which  he  had  fo 

eloquently  drawn  of  the  nature  of 

their  friendfhip  was  juftified  by 

the  hiftorv  of  their  conduct  towards 

the  nations  whom  they  had  ruined. 

* 

The  calamities  they  had  endured 
were  not  fo  much  occaftoned  by 
making  peace,  as  by  continuing  at 
peace  with  France:  they  had  fought 
fafety  in  a  temporifing  fyflem ;  and, 
by  ignominious  compliances  with 
bad  principles,  had  laid  themfelves 
open  to  the  miferies  which  had  fol¬ 
lowed. 

It  was  not  by  compromifes,  how¬ 
ever  humble,  nor  facrifices,  how¬ 
ever  extravagant,  that  fecuritv 
could  be  obtained  againft  fuch  a 
fyftem ;  it  was  by  a  vigorous  re- 
ftftance  of  their  principles,  a  man¬ 
ly  difregard  of  their  threads,  and  a 
zealous  maintenance  of  our  own 
conftitution,  that  we  could  fecure 
to  ourfelves  the  bleftings  of  our 
eftablifhed  government. 

But  he  differed  from  the  noble 
earl  as  to  the  inference  lie  had 
drawn,  that  this  country  never 
could  with  fafety  make  peace  with 
the  French  republic.  For  himfelf, 
he  never  once  encouraged  inch  an 
idea,  or  expreffed  Inch  a  fentimenf; 
on  the  contrary,  he  believed  that 
peace  might  now  be  both  practica¬ 
ble  and  permanent,  and  obtained 
upon  conditions  confiftent  with 
the  honour  of  this  empire;  nor  had 
his  majefty’s  minifters  declared 
that  no  peace  could  or  ought  to  be 
made  with  the  republic,  only,  that 
it  was  more  likely  to  be  durable 
under  a  monarchy.  His  lordfhip 
dwelt  fome  time  upon  this  point, 
affirming  that  however  we  might 
have  preferred  to  treat  with  one 
kind  of  government  rather  than  an¬ 
other,  we  had  never  made  any 


government  a  fine  qua  non  of  nego¬ 
tiation.  He  objected  to  the  amend¬ 
ment  which  would  make  the  revi¬ 
val  of  the  old  monarchy  in  France 
the  condition  of  our  treaty,  and  he 
confidered  it  as  oppofite  to  the  very 
part  in  the  addrefs  which  the  houfe 
would  wifh  to  fupport;  viz.  a  de¬ 
claration  that  they  highly  approved 
of  his  majefty’s  endeavours  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  with  the  French  republic  in 
order  to  reftore  peace;  and  that  it 
■now  was  evident,  from  the  inibient 
fpirit  of  the  enemy,  to  whom  the 
continuance  of  the  war  was  to  be 
attributed. 

The  marquis  of  Landfdowne,  in 
an  animated  fpeech  (wh^-Mu  he  de¬ 
plored  the  precipice  on  which  we 
ftood),  entreated  their  lord  (hips  to 
fm-render  up  their  prejudices,  and 
contemplate  the  danger  of  their 
fituation.  The  declaration,  he 
faid,  had  made  a  ferious  impreffion 
on  his  mind;  unaccompanied  as  it 
was  with  documents,  he  read  it 
with  a  perfeCl  confidence  that  the 
main  faCts  Bated  were  true;  but 
what  did  they  prove  ?  That  the 
French  directory  had  no  intention 
to  make  peace  with  us,  but  were 
implacably  hoftile  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  country  [  This  was  a 
moft  important  matter,  for  then 
the  queffion  was,  what  were  we  to 
do  in  that  predicament  ?  Th^ no¬ 
ble  earl  fays,  continue  the  war 
but  how  ?  Great  Britain  was  not 
to  be  placed  on  a  footing  with  the 
petty  ftates  which  the  drunkennefs 
of  the  French  revolution  had  dif- 
turbed;  nor  ought  we  to  be  divert¬ 
ed  from  the  contemplation  of  cur 
own  cafe  by  fuch  references.  He 
left  them,  with  all  the  predictions 
which  had  fo  fatallv  deluded  their 
lord/hips,  of  the  impoffibility  of  the 
French  continuing  their  fvffem. 
Vie  were  come  to  that  point  when 
we  were  to  aCt  for  ourfelves;  and  it 
was  needlefs  to  remind  the  houfe 
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of  the  principle  of  thofe  who  had 
carried  on  the  war,  which  had 
been,  that  we  could  not  make  any 
impreffion  on  France  without  a 
continental  ally.  If  this  were  true, 
what  mull  we  do  when  the  French 
had  made  a  jacobin  of  the  emperor . 

The  marquis  obferved,  that  he 
Ihould  not  have  prefumed  to  have 
called  his  imperial  ma jelly  by  this 
name,  but  he  borrowed  the  ex- 
preffion  from  the  noble  earl. 

Could  we  go  on  without  an  ally 
for  any  purpofe  of  offence?  We 
could  not  hope  to  recover  the  king 
ofPrnflia;  he  might  become  a  jaco¬ 
bin  alfo  vujhe  long  ago  had  wifdom 
to  quit  tne  fcene,  and  now  we 
found  that  even  the  emperor  had 
withdrawn.  He  hoped,  however, 
that  we  Ihould  find  him  a  man  of 
honour  in  his  engagements;  and  that 
the  money  advanced  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  which  our  minillers  had  con- 
Hantly  declared  was  not  a  fublidy, 
but  a  folemn  loan,  would  be  paid 
with  punctuality  and  honour.  But 
the  confideration  which  he  parti¬ 
cularly  wilhed  to  imprefs,  was,  that 
we  were  called  upon  to  perfevere 
in  the  contelt,  without  the  means 
fo  frequently  Hated  as  effential  to 
its  fuccefs.  Our  refources  were 
affirmed  to  be  riling;  but  were 
they  actually  fo?  The  papers 
which  he  had  read  refpeCting  the 
trade  with  Portugal,  and  the  wine 
trade,  afforded  proof  of  a  lament¬ 
able  decay  ;  it  was  not  merely  that 
they  were  not  productive,  but  that 
they  were  deficient.  It  was  not 
then  becaufe  our  failors  had  con¬ 
quered,  becaufe  we  had  demon¬ 
strated  to  all  the  world  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  our  natural  Hrength,  that 
therefore  we  had  the  means  of  car¬ 
rying  on  an  offenlive  war  again!! 
France  without  a  continental  ally. 
Our  lailors,  indeed,  had  fhown  the 
true  vis  animi  of  the  BriuHi  marine; 
they  had  fliown  that  the  country 


could  rife,  in  fpite  of  the  mifma- 
nagement  of  minillers,  like  thf  na¬ 
tural  Hrength  of  youth,  which  in  a 
cafual  ficknefs  refifls  all  the  blun¬ 
ders  of  phyficians.  But  what  could 
our  naval  exploits  avail  in  fuch  a 
conteH  ?  They  made  us  maHers  of 
the  fea  indeed,  but  where  fliould 
we  land  ?  If  we  had  the  feas, 
France  had  its  ports  :  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  circuit  of  commerce 
that  the  markets  Ihould  be  opem 
What  then  was  our  relative  fitua- 
tion  ?  We  had  Blips  that  traverf- 
ed  and  commanded  the  ocean;  the 
French  had  armies  that  traverfed 
and  commanded  the  fltores :  we 
could  fliip  our  manufactures,  but 
where  could  we  expofe  them  to 
fale?  What  fea  was  there  between 
Paris  and  Hamburgh,  or  Paris  and 
Hanover,  or  Paris  and  Lilbon  ? 
The  French  occupied,  and  they 
would  occupy,  every  point  of  con¬ 
tact  with  the  main  land  of  Europe. 
We  had  talked  of  a  counter-revolu¬ 
tion  ;  were  we  yet  weak  enough  to 
cheriHi  this  puerile  expectation  ? 
if  fo,  he  begged  leave  to  refer  their 
lordfliips  to  a  moH  able  pamphlet, 
written  by  a  late  comptroller-gene¬ 
ral  of  France.  Monf.  de  Calonne 
alFerted  (and  his  authority  was  of 
weight),  that  the  aflignats  and 
mandats  had  produced  the  contra¬ 
ry  effeCt  to  what  was  expeCted  ; 
that  it  was  quite  ridiculous  to  talk 
about  the  property  of  a  nation, 
where  all  its  property  was  afloat. 
Its  very  paper,  which  we  idly  fup- 
pofed  the  fource  of  ruin,  was  not 
merely  a  genuine  refource  for  the 
time  it  laffed,  but  by  our  attacks 
upon  it  became  the  principle  of 
falvation  to  France  ;  it  worked  out 
its  own  cure  ;  and  that  country, 
from  having  more  paper  than  all 
the  world  put  together,  had  now 
lefs  than  ours. 

The  marquis  declared  folemn Iy 
he  was  himfelf  no  jacobin;  he 

came 
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came  not  to  the  houfe  to  give  his 
opinion  in  the  fpirit  of  a  French¬ 
man— -but  in  this  dreadful  crifis  he 
knew  but  one  means,  but  one 
chance  for  fafety,  but  one  power¬ 
ful  refource  left  to  the  nation — a 
change  of  -mintfters.  He  yet  had 
confidence  it  would  be  tried ;  for 
the  chief  magidrate  of  our  govern - 
ment  it  was  not  great  talents  which 
were  required,  fio  much  as  that 
plain  integrity  and  humane  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  good  of  the  people, 
which  rejects  ail  perfonal  confede¬ 
rations,  arid  feeks  only  their  happi- 
nefs.  In  this  view  he  did  not  de- 
fpair  of  the  public  zeal,  if  his  ma- 
jeftv  would  enter  into  a  ferious  in¬ 
quiry  concerningthe  molt  likely  me¬ 
thods  to  reftore  peace ;  and  every 
honed  man  would  tell  him  that  a 
change  of  minifters  was  the  mod 
likely  method.  .Let  us  fuppofe  in 
what  manner  the  directory  of  France 
would  reafon  on  this  fubjeft ; 
might  it  not  be  in  this  drain  ?  -u  We 
have  convinced  the  powers  on  the 
continent  of  Europe  of  the  folly  of 
the  crufade  thev  undertook  againd 
us  ;  we  have  fent  armies  into  the 
field  whofe  victories  have  furpafled 
thofe  of  ancient  Rome  at  its  pinna¬ 
cle  of  glory;  we  have  magnified  the 
power  of  our  country  upon  the 
bafis  which  gave  rife  to  the  war; 
we  are  young  in  the  enjoyment  of 
our  liberties,  and  all  the  means  of 
a  vigorous  government  are  in  our 
hands  ;  one  obdinate  nation  only, 
under  hot-headed  councils,  perfids 
in  its  attack  upon  us,  and  charging 
us  with  every  fpecies  of  atrocity, 
denounces  us  to  ail  the  world  as  the 
authors  of  the  war  which  has  fo  long 
deluged  Europe  with  blood.  We, 
who  only  wanted  liberty,  have 
conquered  the  powers  which  want¬ 
ed  plunder,  and  have  aggrandifed 
ourfelves  at  the  expenfe  of  our  af- 
failants.  This  power,  which  thus 
perfeveres  againd  us, ms  brought  to 


embarraffments  which  it  can  neither 
palliate  nor  conceal ;  it  dands  upon 
a  tottering  bafe ;  the  verv  fhadow 
of  a  defcent  on  Ireland  convulfed 
its  bank  ;  and  at  the  very  moment 
that  it  threatens  to  pour  forth  ven¬ 
geance  upon  us,  it  is  ready  to  fink 
under  the  efforts  it  has  already 
made.  Shall  we  vield  to  this  in- 
fulated  foe,  who  has  no  armies  with 
which  it  can  wound  us  ?  Even  in 
afking  for  peace  they  mean  hodi- 
litv — thev  feek  an  armidice  which 
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(hall  give  them  time  to  take  breath, 
and  attack  us  to  more  advantage 
again — they  are  infincere — they  are 
our  only  enemy,  and  now  is  the 
moment  to  fave  France  from  their 
defigns.” 

It  was  podible  (the  marquis  faid) 
that  the  directory  would  hold  fucii 
language  ;  which,  though  it  could 
not  be  wholly  judified,  had  too 
much  truth  on  its  fide.  They  had 
too  much  reafon  to  doubt  our  fin- 
cerity,  even  in  our  profeffions  of 
peace;  for  in  all  the  indances  where 
commiffioners  had  been  appointed 
to  negotiate,  a  dark  game  had  been 
played  which  contradicted  the  pub¬ 
lic  profeffion  of  the  Britifh  cabinet. 
Thus  when  a  commiffioner  was 
fent  to  Switzerland,  and  Mr. Wick¬ 
ham  opened  a  correfpondence  with 
the  French,  they  difeovered  it  was 
only  for  the  purpofe  of  negotiating 
a  loan.  Again,  when  lord  Malmef- 
bury  was  fent  to  Paris,  whild  we 
were  making  profeliions  of  peace 
there,  we  were  negotiating  a  hof- 
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tile  treaty  with  Ruilia,  for  fuch  it 
was  now  known  was  the  faCt,  aqd 
the  treaty  was  ready  for  figning 
when  the  emprefs  died.  And  lad 
of  all,  our  negotiation  at  Li  He  was 
accompanied  by  that  counter-revo¬ 
lutionary  infurreefion  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  in  France,  which  produced  the 
convulfion  of  the  4th  of  September, 
and  in  which  they  faid  that  thev 
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difeovered  the  hand  of  the  Englifh 
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minifter.  The  marquis  difclaimed 
having  any  perfonal  knowledge  up¬ 
on  tiic  iubjedt ;  but  remarked,  that 
people  mu  ft  be  wilfully  blind  who 
did  not  perceive  that  the  French 
had  charged  our  miniftry  with  the 
fatft,  and  that  our  declaration  was 
fny  of  difproving  the  charge.  What 
then  would  an  honell  advifer  of  his 
majefty  fay?  but  that  minifters 
who  had  thus  conducted  them- 
felves,  and  thus  exafperated  the 
enemy,  were  lefs  likely  than  other 
men  to  procure  peace  for  the  coun¬ 
try.  Thev  would  entreat  his  ma- 
jefty,  at  leaft,  to  try  the  experi¬ 
ment  \  they  would  deprive  the  ene¬ 
my  of  the  advantage  of  aflerting 
with  probability,  that  the  war  was 
continued  onlv  becaufe  the  Britifti 
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cabinet  was  infincere.  But  it 
might  be  alked,  upon  what  bafts 
peace  ought  to  be  concluded  ?  It 
was  his  opinion,  that  if  it  was  con¬ 
cluded  in  a  total  abandonment  of 
every  idea  of  promoting  internal 
infurredtion  in  France,  he  fhould 
not  be  very  anxious  in  fpecifying 
the  conditions.  Neither  Eaft  nor 
Weft  Ind  ian  colonies,  no,  nor 
Trineomale  itfelf,  was  iiifficient 
argument  for  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  As  to  Weft  India  fettle- 
ments,  the  recent  events  had  ma¬ 
terially  changed  our  policy  with 
regard  to  them.  When  we  enjoy¬ 
ed  all  their  confumptlon  it  was  far 
different;  but  now  that  it  was  in  a 
great  meafure  transferred  to  Ameri¬ 
ca,  which  would  one  day  take 
thofe  iflands  to  itfelf,  and  when 
the  enlightened  fpirit  of  humanity 
had  done  fo  much  towards  the 
emancipation  of  the  negroes,  and 
the  French  revolution  had  intro¬ 
duced  principles  of  infubordi  nation, 
he  would  not  contend  a  day  about 
any  objeft:  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Re- 
fpe&ing  the  Cape  of  Good  Flope, 
abput  which  fo  many  lofty  expefta- 
tions  were  formed,  the  whole  was 
found  to  be  a  dream. 
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The  whole  was  then  reduced 
Trincomale;  and  though  he  mu  ft 
acknowledge  that  it  was  of  enor¬ 
mous  value  to  the  defence  of  the 
eaftern  empire,  and  the  thing  for 
which  we  ought  to  negotiate,  and 
to  procure  if  poffible,  yet  it  was 
not  worth  further  daughter :  we 
had  gained  the  Eaft  without  it,  we 
had  taken  it  before  now,  and  given 
it  up,  nor  was  it  worth  aliother 
campaign,  which  would  coft  us  30 
millions. 

Let  us  engage  the  European 
powers  (thofe  on  whom  we  could 
prevail)  in  a  defenjive  league  ;  in 
fa our  fyftem  ought  to  be  purely 
defen  ft  ve  ;  nor  was  a  defenfive  war 
a  great  evil  to  this  country,  com¬ 
pared  with  that  which  we  had  been 
doomed  to  fuffer.  Our  means  for 
fuch  a  fyftem  were  large  ;  our  nau¬ 
tical  fkill,  and  our  nautical  capital, 
would  maintain  to  us  the  true  fove- 
reignty  of  the  Teas,  for  it  would  fe- 
cure  to  us  the  empire  of  its  com¬ 
merce  :  let  us  regain  the  opinion 
of  Europe,  which  we  had  loft  by 
our  pride  and  rapacity,  let  us  pro¬ 
claim  freedom  to  neutral  nations 
(for  in  the  end  we  fhould  be  forced 
to  do  it,  and  with  an  ill  grace),  and 
by  thus  recognifing  the  commercial 
liberty  of  the  world,  we  fhould  be 
the  fir  ft  to  profit  from  it.  His  lord- 
fhip  then  touched  upon  the  ftate  of 
Ireland ;  the  representation  of  its 
grievances,  he  faid,  if  true,  de¬ 
manded  inftant  redrefs ;  and  if  it 
were  delayed  there^remained  but 
one  alternative,  a  feudal  union,  or 
feparation.  People  who  were  to  be 
governed  by  us,  had  aright  to  the 
lecurity  of  their  property  and  quiet ; 
and  there  was  no  means  of  reftor- 
ing  both,  but  by  making  peace 
with  this  mighty  nation,  who,  to 
the  enthufiafm  of  liberty,  had  all 
the  refources  of  a  country  before 
them.  They  were  not  exhaufted 
as  we  were;  they  had  not  run 
through  all  the  claffes  of  taxation  ; 
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the  combat  was  unequal,  and  he 
dreaded  the  event.  Peace  was  ne- 
ceftary  for  our  deliverance ;  by  this 
alone  we  might  lelfen  ourexpenfes, 
and  pave  the  way  for  the  ameliora¬ 
tion  of  our  internal  (late;  we  might 
fatisfy  the  people  that  their  repre- 
fentation  was  fubftantial,  not  bv 
holding  out  the  nonfenfe  of  uni- 
verfal  iuffrage,  but  by  gradual  re¬ 
forms  growing  out  ot  the  conftitu- 
tion  itfelf.  We  had  a  prince  of 
experience  on  the  throne,  who  had 
friends  able  to  give.,  him  found  ad¬ 
vice  :  and  the  marquis  concluded 
with  a  wifli,  that  by  acting  upon 
their  counfels  he  might  yet  refcue 
his  people  from  the  fate  which 
feemed  impending,  and  that  we 
might  owe  the  national  fafety  to  his 
paternal  care. 

Lord  Mulgrave  admitted,  that  if 
peace  could  be  obtained  by  a  change 
of  minifters,  they  ought  to  be 
changed  immediately,  whatever  me¬ 
rits  they  pofiefted  ;  but  he  did  not 
believe  this  defirable  confequence 
would  follow  fuch  a  change.  Sup- 
pofing  it  to  rake  place,  who  was  to 
fucceed  them  ?  The  noble  mar¬ 
quis  undoubtedly  had.  abilities  and 
experience  as  a  ftatefman  that  well 
qualified  him  for  the  fituation  of  a 
minifter  ;  but  who  would  place 
confidence  in  him  after  his  fpeech 
of  that  evening?  In  his  moderate 
manifefto,  fpeaking  as  a  member 
of  the  directory,  he  had  infinuated 
every  thing  that  was  degrading  to 
the  dignity  of  this  country  ;  in  his 
fecond  chara&er  of  a  paffionate 
member  of  the  dire<ftory,  he  had 
gone  ftill  further,  and,  with  the 
fury  of  a  jacobin,  levelled  the  Bri- 
tifh  charafter  to  the  ground,  and 
triumphed  in  its  degradation. 

He  difiented  from  the  marquis 
refpeiting  the  means  we  yet  pofiefT- 
ed  of  retaining  the  Weft  Indies,  as 
well  as  their  value,  and  alfo  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Trinco- 
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male.  But  what  had  been  the 
counfel  recommended  ?  adefenfive 
alliance  with  all  the  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  But  againft  France  the  noble 
marquis  had  taken  care  not  to  be 
underftood.  Lord  Mulgrave  faid, 
it  was  an  axiom  that  delenfive  war 
led  to  offenfive  conduct,  and  con- 
fequently  provoked  all  the  dangers 
of  offenfive  war  without  its  advan¬ 
tages;  and  by  this  plan  all  fecurity 
was  to  be  given  up  befcre  we  could 
be  certain  of  peace.  The  war 
ought  to  be  carried  on  ;  and  there 
was  no  utility  in  removing  the 
minifters,  nor  could  he  fuppoie  we 
fhould  fink  under  our  prefent  dif&- 
culties,  whilft  rhe  courage,  enetgy, 
and  refources  of  the  nation  remain¬ 
ed  as  they  did  at  prefent. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk,  after  ap¬ 
proving  of  the  conduft  of  thole 
lords  who  had  abfented  themfelves 
from  the  houfe,  obferved  that  par¬ 
liament  had  of  late  been  much 
negle<fted  by  his  majefty’s  minifters; 
and  on  the  prefent  occafion  fill 
lefs  regard  than  ufual  had  been 
fhown  to  what  was  due  to  their 
lordfhips.  His  grace  than  referred 
to  that  part  of  the  declaration  which 
had  ftated  the  exorbitant  demands 
of  France,  requiring  that  his  majef- 
ty  fhould  give  up,  without  compen- 
fation,  the  neceffary  defences  of  his 
pofteffions,  and  the  future  fafeguard 
of  his  empire ;  nor  was  this  demand 
brought  forward  as  the  price  of 
peace,  but  of  negotiation. 

He  remarked,  that  this  proved 
the  enemy  was  in  the  wrong,  but 
not  that  the  minifter  was  in  the 
right.  The  declaration  and  the 
papers  were  faid  to  have  proved, 
u  that  every  ftep  had  been  taken  on 
his  majefty’s  part  to  accelerate 
peace,  and  that  the  long  delay  and 
final  rupture  of  the  negotiation 
was  folely  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
evafive  condu<ft  and  unwarrant¬ 
able  preienfions  of  the  French.” 
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His  grace  obferved,  that  no  fuch 
papers  had  appeared  before  their 
lordfhips.  The  addrefs  implied 
that  it  had  been  fatisfadtory,  where¬ 
as  it  never  had  been  feen.  This 
was  a  mode  of  voting  approbation 
of  the  condudt  of  rninifters  before 
they  knew  what  it  was;  and  there¬ 
fore  he  moved  an  amendment,  of 
which  the  fubftance  was,  that  after 
thanking  his  majefly,  might  be  add¬ 
ed,  “  when  their  lordfhips  were 
fatisfied  with  the  contents  of  thefe 
papers,  no  co-operations  of*theirs 
Ihould  be  wanting  to  carry  his  ma- 
jelly’s  intentions  into  effedl.” 

Lord  Grenville  faid  the  motion 
was  moll  irregular  ;  he  had  no  ob- 
jedlion  to  difcufs  the  fubjedl  of  it, 
but  not  in  its  prefent  form.  It 
was  the  cuffom  of  parliament  to 
come  to  a  vote  on  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  and  to  lay  the  docu¬ 
ments  to  which  it  referred  before 
the  houfe  afterwards;  this  would 
be  done  the  next  day,  and  he  would 
predidt  that  their  lordfhips  would 
be  clearly  fatisfied  that  every  thing 
had  been  done  on  the  part  of  his 
majefly  which  had  been  Hated  in 
the  declaration. 

The  quell  ion  was  then  put  and 
carried. 

In  the  commons,  Mr.  W.  Bootle 
moved  the  addrefs  ;  he  pro  felled  to 
do  it  .with  more  fatisfadtion,  be¬ 
cause  whatever  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  there  might  have  been  re- 
fpedling  the  caufe  of  the  war,  there 
could  be  but  one,  as  to  the  neceffi- 
ty  of  its  continuance,  when  our 
enemies  had  left  us  no  alterna¬ 
tive. 

The  refforation  ©f  tranquillity 

and  of  uninterrupted  commerce 

were  objedts  of  as  much  importance 

to  the  fovereign  as  to  the  fubjedts 

of  a  commercial  country  ;  and  we 
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could  not  doubt  the  pleafure  with 
which  his  majefly  would  have 
come  to  parliament,  to  have  inform¬ 


ed  them,  that  an  honourable  treaty 
of  peace  had  been  the  fruits  of  his 
fecond  negotiation ;  that  he  had 
met  with  an  enemy  equally  difpof- 
ed  for  conciliation,  equally  defirous 
to  adt  up  to  their  loud  profeflions9 
and  to  make  thofe  mutual  facrifices 
and  compenfations.  which  the  cuf- 
torn  of  negotiation  required. 

Very  different  was  the  prefent 
cafe:  his  majefly  indeed  might  tell 
us  with  truth,  that,  animated  with 
the  defire  of  conducing  to  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  he  had  again 
fiepped  forward  in  a  manner  which 
would  have  fatisfied  a  reafonable 
enemy  ;  that  he  had  even  rifked  the 
dignity  of  thefe  kingdoms  by  the 
renewal  of  his  advances,  and  offer¬ 
ed  to  make  facrifices  which  the  re¬ 
lative  fituations  of  the  powers  at 
war  did  not  warrant ;  but  his  offers 
had  been  treated  with  contempt,  his 
terms  unattended  to  and  unanfwer- 
ed,  and,  after  a  long  and  fruitlefg 
attempt  to  bring  the  enemy  to  nego¬ 
tiation^  his  embaffador  had  been 
difcniffed  wi  til  infult. 

To  all  this  he  had  fubmitted,  to 
prove  to  his  fubjedts  the  fincerity 
of  his  wiflies  for  peace. 

Mr.  B.  faid,  that  it  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  tp  have  been  any  queftion  of 
terms,  any .refi fiance  of  aggrandife- 
ment  on  our  part,  nor  a  defire  of  it 
on  theirs,  but  an  inveterate  refolu- 
tion  to  preclude  all  negotiation 
whatever. 

That  an  enemy  fhoulti  have  de¬ 
manded  fuch  facrifices  as  no  coun¬ 
try  had  at  any  time  yielded  to  an¬ 
other,  as  the  price  of  peace,  would 
at  moil  periods  have  been  a  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  for  a  king  to  throw 
himfelf  on  the  fupport  and  affec¬ 
tions  of  his  fubjedis :  there  might 
poffibly  be  occafions  which  would 
juflify  the  furrendering  much  more 
than  the  relative  fituation  of  two 
countries  would  make  fair  or  rea¬ 
fonable,  provided  bv  fuch  furren- 

ders, 
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<*rers  peace  could  be  purchased  ; 
but  that  which  would  be  molt  dif¬ 
ficult  for  the  l'overeign  of  a  free 
people  to  avow,  that  which  would 
argue  him  infenfible  to  the  duty 
which  he  owed  them,  would  be  to 
acquaint  them,  that  in  yeilding  to 
every  exorbitant  demand,  in  facri- 
ficing  all  that  had  been  acquired  by 
their  valour,  in  giving  up  their 
commercial  and  political  interefts, 
he  had  exhaufted  the  means  of  ne¬ 
gotiation  without  attaining  the  ends 
of  peace.  He  trufted  that  a  Britifli 
king,  in  applying  to  a  Britifh  par¬ 
liament,  need  not  apologife  for  hav¬ 
ing  avoided  unprofitable  concef- 
fions  and  fruitlefs  difgrace.  That 
all  conceffions  would  have  been 
unprofitable,  and  that  in  facrificing 
the  honour  of  the  nation  he  would 
equally  have  failed  in  fecuring  its 
tranquillity,  no  man  could  enter¬ 
tain  a  doubt  who  looked  not  at  the 
king’s  fpeech,  in  which  he  had  fo 
folemnly  appealed  to  his  fubjedts 
and  to  the  world,  but  who  had 
looked  at  the  conduct  of  the  French 
government. 

Since  the  revolution  of  la  ft  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  directory  had  taken  no 
pains  to  conceal  their  intention  of 
continuing  hollili ties — to  remove 
all  doubt  upon  the  fubjedf,  they 
took  the  negotiation  out  of  the 
hands  to  which  it  had  been  entruft- 
ed,  and  fent  creatures  of  their  own 
toLifle,  with  pacific  profeilions  in 
their  mouths,  but  charged  expreff- 
ly  to  break  it  off,  or  at  lead  to  ad¬ 
vance  propofitions  which  had  been 
before  rejected  by  us  and  abandon¬ 
ed  bv  them,  and  which  they  knew 
could  never  be  accepted.  It  was 
evident  that  their  objedt  was  not  to 
treat  more  advantageoufly  for  therm 
felves,  that  would  have  been  ex- 
cufable,  but  to  render  all  treaty  im- 
poffible,  to  retradf  whatever  the 
former  fituation  of  affidrs  in  France 
had  induced  them  to  concede,  and 
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to  fliow  that  it  was  not  the  mode  of 
peace,  but  peace  itfelf  that  they  dift 
claimed. 

Mr.  Bootle  declared  it  as  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  no  line  of  condudt  on 
our  part  could  bring  about  this  de- 
fired  objedt  ;  at  the  fame  time  he 
hoped  that  we  Hi ou Id  not  fliow  an 
inability,  or  want  of  inclination,  to 
carry  on  the  war,  but  willingly  de¬ 
clare  our  intention  of  fupporting 
his  majefty  in  the  meafures  he 
might  judge  neceffary  towards  the 
good  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  pre- 
ferva'tion  of  its  confiitution.  Let 
us  (laid  he)  give  our  enemies  to 
underftand,  that  whatever  divifions 
may  have  exifted  before,  they  have 
now  united  all  Englifhmen  in  one 
general  fentiment.  Let  us  no  long¬ 
er  give  them  reafon  to  hope  that 
they  may  deftroy  this  their  Carthage, 
againft  which  they  have  fo  repeat¬ 
edly  denounced  vengeance,  or  carry 
into  execution  their  iniquitous  plan 
of  revolutionifing  this  country, 
and  of  forcing  upon  us  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  defencelefs  dates  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  Italy. 

The  choice  was  now7  before  us; 
we  might  difband  our  armies,  our 
victorious  navies,  and  oppofe  no 
refiftance  to  the  invading  foe  ;  we 
might  refign  our  lives  and  proper¬ 
ties  to  the  difpofal  of  France,  and 
rank  ourftlves  in  the  number  of 
her  dependents;  we  might  expedt 
to  fee  the  throne,  and  the  laws  of 
the  realm,  overturned  and  trampled 
under  foot,  and  prepare  the  con¬ 
tributions  which  would  be  levied 
upon  us  to  defray  the  expenfes  of 
our  own  ruin;  to  all  this  we  muft 
fu limit,  or  refolve  to  continue  the 
war ! 

Mr.  Bootle  proceeded  to  confider 
our  prefent  fituation:  we  were,  he 
faid,  engaged  in  no  continental 
war,  nor  did  we  depend  on  the  faith 
of  other  powers ;  we  fought  upon 
our  own  element,  where  we  had 
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long  been  ufed  to  conquer,  and  to 
regard  ourfelves  with  reafon  as  foie 
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and  exclufive  mailers.  Nor  were 
our  claims  ill-founded  :  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  all  maritime  wars,  in  which 
we  had  been  engaged,  we  fhould 
find  that  a  long  and  uniform  habit 
of  victory  had  infpired  us.  with 
ideas  of  our  own  fuperiority.  Britifh 
Tailors  fight  with  a  coufcioufnefs  of 
this  fuperiority,  and  with  a  fpirit 
arifing  from  it  unknown  to  other 
nations. 

The  events  of  the  lad  three  years 
fupplied  ample  materials  for  tri¬ 
umph  and  exultation ;  we  had 
fwelled  the  lid  of  prizes  to  a  de¬ 
gree  unheard  of  in  former  wars,  we 
had  ruined  the  commerce,  and 
crippled  the  navies  of  our  enemies; 
we  had  kept  pofteftion  of  the  fea 
againft  three  formidable  and  allied 
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powers,  blocked  up  their  ports, 
whilft  fuperior  fleets  lay  mouldering 
within,  inadtive;  and  when  the  re¬ 
proaches  of  their  countrymen  had 
forced  them  to  battle,  the  refult  had 
invariably  been  what  they  had 
dreaded,  and  what  we  had  ex¬ 
pected. 

Mr.  Bootle  then  moved  an  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks,  which  was  as  ufual 
an  echo  of  the  fpeech. 

Mr.  Drummond  feconded  the 
motion  :  he  faid  he  was  truly  forry 
that  he  had  not  now  to  congratulate 
the  country  on  the  cefiation  of  the 
(form  which  had  fo  long  convulfed 
Europe:  the  evils  of  war  were 
dreadful  to  humanity ;  but  there 
were  evils  Hill  greater,  and  thofe 
were  in  ftore  for  England  if  file 
did  not  call  forth  all  her  energy  in 
refinance  to  a  ferocious  and  impla¬ 
cable  enemy,  who  had  unequivo¬ 
cally  profeiTed  a  determination  to 
her  extin&ion,  and  fpurned  from 
her  every  propofition,  however 
reafonable,  for  peace.  Asa  proof 
of  this,  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  houfe  to  the  negotiation  at 
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Lifte  ;  dwelt  much  upon  the  arro¬ 
gance  of  the  enemy,  which  increas¬ 
ed  in  proportion  to  our  folicitude 
to  conciliate,  from  the  firft  refufal 
at  Bade,  to  the  late  difmiftal  of 
lord  Malmefbury.  Ke  pointed  out 
the  extravagance  of  their  ambition 
after  having  fubjedfed  Flanders,  or- 
ganifed  Holland,  attacked  Venice, 
Genoa,  and  many  ftates  of  Italy 
and  on  the  Rhine,  pillaged  Ger¬ 
many,  adding  two  new  principa¬ 
lities  to  their  republic,  and  conclud¬ 
ed  with  modeftly  defiring  to  de¬ 
ft  roy  England  !  —  to  ftrip  her  of  her 
commerce,  her  confequence,  and 
her  honour ! 

“  If  (faid  he)  the  enemy  obfti- 
nately  and  inveterately  determine 
to  refufe  peace  upon  a  fair  footing, 
and  to  agree  to  mutual  compenfa- 
tion  for  mutual  wrongs,  we  are  un¬ 
der  the  neceftity  of  repelling  force 
by  force ;  and  let  us  meet  them 
with  one  hand  and  one  heart,  and 
with  all  the  energy  which  the  love 
of  country  and  of  liberty  can  in- 
fpire.” 

Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  rofe,  and 
prefaced  his  fpeech  by  cordially  af- 
fenting  to  that  part  of  the  addrefs 
which  related  to  the  victory  ob¬ 
tained  by  our  fleet  under  admiral 
Duncan ;  but  declared  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  notwithftanding  this 
brilliant  vidtory,  parliament  had 
never  aftembled  at  a  more  perilous 
period  ;  we  were  (he  faid)  engaged 
in  a  war  expenfive  and  bloody  be¬ 
yond  example;  with  an  enemy  who 
feemed  deiermined  to  continue  the 
conteft,  more  Tor  our  ruin,  than 
their  own  advantage  ; — our  people, 
galled  under  the  weight  of  excellive 
burdens,  divided  among  themfelves, 
unanimous  only  in  their  difappro- 
bation  and  diftruft  of  parliament; 
our  ftrongeft  fupport,  Ireland,  now 
in  rebellion,  or  only  kept  down  by 
military  force. — With  no  better 
profpedt  in  our  view,  how  dreary 
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and  affli&ing  was  the  fcene !  how 
feeble  the  confolation  which  a  (in¬ 
gle  victory  could  fupply  !  Brilliant 
and  deciftve  as  it  was  (adding  one 
to  the  many  diftingui  Hied  proofs 
which  this  war  had  afforded  of  the 
fuperiority  of  our  navy),  it  was,  af¬ 
ter  all,  but  the  triumph  of  an  hour; 
a  triumph  which  may  have  difcon- 
certed  indeed  a  hoffile  expedition, 
but  had  certainly  thinned  the  ranks 
of  our  gallant  defenders.  Amidft 
our  public  rejoicings,  what  heart 
could  refledl  without  forrow  upon 
the  havoc  of  that  day  ! — could  me¬ 
ditate  upon  its  advantages,  without 
feeling  for  the  men  who  fell ! 

This  war  had  been  attended  with 
a  waffe  of  wealth,  and  prodigality 
of  blood,  not  to  be  paralleled  in 
the  hiftory  of  human  depravity. 
Two  hundred  millions  of  money 
had  been  the  waffe  of  four  years ; 
and  two  hundred  thoufand  the 
number  of  lives  which  had  been 
loff.  He  then  proceeded  to  in¬ 
quire  what  profpedt  did  the  king’s 
fpeech  hold  out  to  us  ?  Was  it  the 
effectual  relief  of  our  burdens  ? 
No.  Was  it  the  hope  of  harmony 
in  Ireland  ? — No.  Was  it  indemni¬ 
ty  for  the  pcifl,  and  fecurity  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  ? — No.  W as  it  peace  ? — 'No ; 
but  the  reverfe.  It  promifed  us 
the  renewal  of  that  devaffation  we 
lamented — or  had  caufe  to  lament ; 
it  menaced  us  with  more  carnage, 
more  tears,  more  fighs,  and,  per¬ 
haps  deeper,  of  widows,  lifters,  and 
children  !  But  it  would  probably 
be  afked,  had  no  efforts  been  made 
to  obtain  peace?  None,  fuitable 
to  the  occafton  ;  none,  founded  in 
fmcerity,  and  breathing  the  genuine 
Ipirit  of  fweet  concord. 

If  we  recurred  to  lord  Malmef- 
burv’s  ffrft  million  to  Paris,  we 
might  without  hefitation  pronounce 
that  the  minifter  was  not  fincere  : 
the  terms  which  the  French  would 
have  granted,  and  he  refilled,  were 
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fuch  as  he  would  now  gladly  ac¬ 
cept,  and  which  the/  decline  to 
give.  The  French  would  have 
granted  peace,  on  condition  of  hold¬ 
ing  what  they  then  had ;  but  the 
minifter  would  be  contented  with 
nothing  Ihort  of  the  reftitution  of 
Belgium  ;  and  the  fafety  of  Eng¬ 
land  was  facrificed  to  the  intereft  of 
the  emperor. 

Mr.  Edwards  inftanced,  as  one 
of  the  proofs  of  minifterial  error 
and  diplomatic  abfuraity,  the  fend¬ 
ing  the  fame  man  (lord  Malmef- 
bury)  a  fecond  time  to  negotiate, 
who  had  once  (as  it  was  afferted) 
been  difgracefullv  difmiffed  from 
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Paris,  and  thus  aggravating  ,  the 
contumely  it  brought  upon  this 
country. 

He  would,  for  the  fake  of  argu¬ 
ment,  he  faid,  fuppofe,  that  the 
failure  of  that  attempt  was  not  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  unreafonable  demands  of 
our  minifter,  but  to  the  extravagant 
expectations  of  the  French.  But 
was  it  not  one  of  many  inftances 
of  bad  judgment,  to  place  his  lord- 
fliip  again  in  a  (ituation  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  with  contempt?  Mr.  Edwards 
declared,  for  his  own  part,  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  a  hap¬ 
py  circumftance  if  that  noble  lord 
had  been  empowered  at  the  outlet 
to  make  the  offer  of  reftitution  de¬ 
ft  red  by  France;  and  it  furely  ought 
to  weigh  againft  the  profeffions  of 
the  minifter,  who  did  not  thus  em¬ 
power  him. 

But  to  examine  the  queftion  an¬ 
other  way  :  were  the  conquefts  we 
had  made  offufficient  value  to  jufti- 
fy  the  hazard  and  lofs  which  we 
mn ft  fuftain  by  a  farther  profccu- 
tion  of  the  war?  No  !  Sir  Francis 
Baring  (continued  Mr.  Edwards), 
whofe  acquaintance  with  the  Bri- 
tifti  interelts  in  the  Eaft  could  not 
be  doubted,  had  ftated  in  the  houfe, 
that  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in- 
ltead  of  being  an  advantage,  would 
B  bs 
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be  a  burden,  both  grievous  and 
Unproductive.  He  had  alfo  Rated, 
that  Trincomale,  in,  Ceylon,  could 
not  be  preferved,  unlefs  we  were 
mailers  of  the  whole  ifland  ;  an  ac- 
quilition  utterly  hopelefs;  and  that 
the  fortifying  of  that  port -would 
co ft  more  than  the  whole  would  be 
worth- — fo  much  for  the  eaft. 
Now,  as  to  the  Welt  Indies,  he 
would  affirm,  without  fear  of  con¬ 
tradiction,  that  if  It  were  in  our  pow¬ 
er  to  take  the  whole  of  the  French 
iflands,  fo  far  from  being  advan¬ 
tageous,  they  would  be  untenable, 
or  ruinous.  Whoever  would  re¬ 
view.  the  conduCt  of  the  French  in 
that  quarter,  would  difcern  that  no 
hope  could  be  entertained  from 
them  as  good  fubjeCts.  Some  of 
the  iflands  were  ceded  to  us  by 
treaty  in  the  year  1761,  and  con¬ 
tinued  thirty  years  in  our  poffeffion, 
and  under  our  protection;  yet  at 
the  end  of  that  period  the  French 
inhabitants  feifed  the  firft  opportu¬ 
nity  to  revolt ;  mitigated  the  ne¬ 
groes  to  rife  and  murder  their  ma¬ 
ilers  ;  and,  urged  by  that  monlter 
ViCtor  Hugues,  they  committed 
the  molt  horrid  malTacres ;  and  by 
them  the  governor  was,  together 
with  Several  planters,  led  out  to  a 
cruel  death.  In  fuch  circumltances 
we  might  pollibly  have  a  barren 
depopulated  territory,  but  vve  could 
have  no  more  :  and  it  was  a  fubjeCt 
of  Serious  confideration  for  the 
houfe,  and  of  awful  caution  to 
ministers,  to  beware  of  lavifbing 
human  blood  on  fuch  unprofitable 
conquelts.  Betides,  there  was  an¬ 
other  argument,  which  no  fophiliry 
could  evade;  another  power,  which 
no  human  means  could  refill -  the 
hand  of  the  Supreme  Being,  armed 
with  plague  and  peftilence,  was 
held  out  againlt  us,  to  fcourge  our 
cupidity  and  ambition. 

And  could  we,  without  emit, 
perlift  in  lending  our  gallant  fel- 


low-fubieCts  to  St.  Domingo?-— 
Send  them,  knowing  it  was  impof- 
hble  to  conquer  an  ifland  400  miles 
in  length  and  165  in  breadth,  filled 
with  hofts  of  enemies,  and  guarded 
againlt  us  by  peftilence  ! 

Mr.  Edwards  concluded  his 
Speech  with  lamenting  the  abfence 
of  Mr.  Fox,  whofe  talents,  tran- 
fcendant  as  they  were,  were  the 
leaft  of  his  merits.  He  expreffed 
his  fears  that  this  diftinguifhed  pa¬ 
triot  had  retired  wearied,  and  with¬ 
out  hope,  in  filent  and  prophetic 
anguifh.  And  when  that  man  de- 
fpaired,  who  had  once,  in  Spite  of 
parliamentary  majorities,  Saved  this' 
country  from  a  war  with  Ruffia, 
what  remained  for  others  of  infe¬ 
rior  endowments,  but,  like  him,  to 
retire  from  the  fcene,  mourn  over 
evils  which  they  could  not  prevent, 
and  exDeCt  the  diffolution  of  an 
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unhappy  kingdom  ! 

Mr.  Wilberforce  faicl,  he  was  far 
from  participating  in  the  poignant 
grief  exprelted  for  the  abfence  of 
Mr.  Fox  ;  if,  indeed,  the  prefence 
of  this  gentleman,  and  the  exertion 
of  his  acknowledged  and  great  abi- 
liti  es,  Could  extricate  the  country 
from  the  difficulties  in  which  it 
was  involved,  the  want  of  his  ad¬ 
vice  might  be  feverelv  felt,  and 
fliould  be  bitterly  lamented.  Every 
body  knew  that  the  nation  was  in 
a  critical  fituation;  but  was  this 
condition  to  be  retrieved  by  a  de¬ 
reliction  of  public  d  uty  ?  For  him- 
felf,  he  avowed,  that  fo  far  from 
imitating  an  example  fo  unwarrant¬ 
able,  the  love  of  his  country  in¬ 
duced  him  to  purfue  a  line  of  con¬ 
duct  very  different;  he  would 
punctually  attend  to  the  difcharge 
of  his  duty,  and,  however  difcou- 
raging  the  profpeCt,  would  exert 
his  beft  abilities  to  perform  it  with 
patience  and  attention,  prompted  by 
an  inward  fenfe  of  right,  not  by  mo¬ 
tives  of  perfonal  ambition. 
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As  to  the  propofed  addrefs,  it 
prefented  fueh  general  a  flu  ranees, 
as  all  deferiptions  of  gentlemen 
might  confent  to,  who  were  fen  ft  - 
ble  of  the  bleiftngs  of  our  conffitu- 
tion.  Mitiillers  were  fincerdy  fo- 
licitous  for  the  reiteration  of  peace  ; 
indeed  the  only  charge  again  ft  them 
was,  that  they  proceeded  in  a  ppf- 
ture  too  humiliating  to  accomplifh 
their  end.  Butxthis  humiliation 
was  pardonable,  for  it  was  not  de¬ 
grading:  it  did  not  tend  to  en¬ 
courage  the  enemy  to  confider  this 
lubmiffion  as  a  fymptom  of  weak- 
nefs  ;  but  after  what  we  had  ex¬ 
perienced  of  their  rancorous  and 
hoftiie  difpofition,  we  ought  to 
guard  againff  it  with  renewed  vigi¬ 
lance  :  it  had  {Emulated  them  to 
unremitted  efforts  to  wreft  out  of 
our  hands  thofe  pofleffions  which 
were  the  refources  of  our  trade ; 
and  il  any  of  them  fhould  be  fur- 
rendered  as  the  price  of  peace,  it 
ill  ould  be  not  to  Holland,  not  to 
Spain,  not  to  France,  but  to  our 
country.  Peace  was  the  objeft  we 
purfued,  but  not  with  due  attention 
to  the  relative  fttuation  of  the  na¬ 
tions  :  without  having  this  point 
in  view,  we  might  fruftrate  our  own 
purpoies  5  of  this  we  fliould  be 
well  aware,  whilft:  we  profefied 
oiirlelves  willing  either  to  make 
peace  when  the  moil  brilliant  fuc~ 
cels  had  crowned  our  arms,  or  vi- 
gorouflv  to  profecute  the  war,  if 
the  ambition  and  obftinacy  of  the 
enemy  reduced  us  to  it.  This 
fliould  be  our  conduct,  whether  we 
regarded  ourfelves  as  Engliflimen, 
or  members  of  the  conftitution; 
and  we  fhould  feel  it  our  duty  to 
Hand  at  our  pod  to  theiaft;  nor 
imitate  the  example  of  thofe,  who, 
under  circumftances  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  would  pufillanimoufty 
defert  it. 

Sir  Horace  Man  coincided  in  all 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  laid. 
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He  declared  himfelf  aitoniflied  to 
hear  minifters  accufed  of  infinceri- 
ty,  when  it  fo  plainly  appeared 
that  it  was  the  French  who  were 
averfe  to  peace  ;  they  had  actually 
bani filed  two  directors  who  had 
evinced  pacific  difpofttions,  and 
left  us  no  alternative  but  perfeve- 
rance  in  the  conteft.  lie  thought 
our  fttuation  fuch  as  to  aroufe  ail 
the  energies,  and  .call  forth  the 
unanimity  of  the  Britifh  hearr,  and 
therefore  fupported  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  Nichols  declared,  he  was 
heartily  difpofed  to  lament  the  ab- 
fenfe  of  Mr.  Fox,  however  he 
might  expofe  himfelf  to  cenfure  for 
his  regret.  He  much  extolled  the 
talents  of  this  accompliflied  flatef- 
nian,  who  had  toiled  for  a  number 
of  years  in  oppofing  a  majority  of 
that  houfe,  \ which  fupported  the 
American  war  ;  the  termination  of 
which  was  principally  to  be  a.fcrih- 
ed  to  his  unwearied  perfeverance. 
By  that  war  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick 
was  deprived  of  a  valuable  portion 
of  its  dominions — heaven  forbid 
(faid  Mr.  Nichols)  that  it  fhould 
fuftain  additional  privation  by  lif- 
tening  to  the  ftnifter  counfel  by 
which  it  has  long  been  governed  ! 
He  then  expatiated  on  the  cenfure 
and  obloquy  which  had  been  the  * 
recompence  of  Mr.  Fox's  labours  j 
and  was  i  Lilian  cine  the  conduct  of 
parliament  refpefting  the  India  bill 
brought  forward  -in  1783,  though 
that  bill  contained  a  true  flatement, 
and  {bowed  the  company  to  be 
four  millions  in  arrears ;  he  was 
proceeding  to  give  an  hiftory 
of  his  whole  parliamentary  con- 
duff,  when  he  was  called  to  or¬ 
der  by  the  fpeaker,  who  obferved, 
that  he  feemed  quite  to  have  for¬ 
gotten  the  queflion  under  difeuf- 
fion. 

Mr.  Nichols  inflantlv  apolo- 
odfed  ;  faid  it  was  his  fincere  vv i flu 
to  fupport  royalty,  nobility,  and 
B  2*  '  the 
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the  rights  of  the  commons,  the 
whole  of  which  were  in  extreme  , 
danger;'  but  while  he  faw  it  necef- 
fary  to  wage  a  war,  pro  aris  et  fccis , 
he  could  not  diile  his  refentment 
againd  a  minider  by  whofe  rafhnefs 
it  was  begun,  and  through  whofe 
incapacity  its  progrefs  had  been 
difgraced  by  difafter  and  defeat. 
We  were  now  without  allies,  our 
very  exidence  was  threatened,  and 
he  could  not  believe  the  endeavours 
in  a  late  negotiation  had  been  fin- 
cere.  What  were  the  obdacles 
wh:eh  defeated  thofe  endeavours? 
Our  refufal  to  furrender  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  Ceylon,  and  Trin- 
comale.  But  why  did  we  wifh  to 
retain  them?  Was  it  their  value? 
Surely  not,  neither  was  it  a  point 
of  honour  to  do  fo ;  the  fame  rea- 
fon  might  be  urged  for  retaining 
Martinique,  Demerary,  &c.  which 
we  fhould  not  hefitate  to  refign. 
Was  it  our  intereft  to  continue  the 
war  for  the  fake  of  keeping  what 
would  foon  cod  us  more  than  they 
were  worth  ?  If  Inch  were  our  in¬ 
tention,  let  us  look  into  the  Bate  of 
our  finances.  From  July  1796,  to 
July  1797,  an  addition  of  two  mil¬ 
lions  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
had  appeared  in  the  dividends, 
which  was  equal  to  eighty-feven 
millions  and  a  half  in  the  three  per¬ 
cents,  and  thus  there  would  be  four 
millions  addition  to  them  if  the 
war  continued  another  year.  Fie 
could  not  pretend  to  fay  how  this 
could  be  borne  by  the  landed  pro¬ 
perty,  but  the  funds  mud  give  way, 
and  the  middling  clafs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  be  ruined,  and  all  thefe  cala¬ 
mities  were  to  be  endured  to  l'ecure 
the  Cape  of  Good  FI  ope  !  Whild 
our  ears  were  dunned  with  public 
reiofcings  for  vi&ories  which  avail- 
ed  little,  our  finances  required  the 
mod  ferious  attention  :  we  owed  it 
as  a  duty  to  recommend  to  his  ma- 
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jedy  a  change  of  miniders ;  they 
had  long  been  tried,  and  tried  to 
no  purpofe  ;  nor  would  the  people 
join  cordially  in  the  caufe,  until 
they  were  convinced  that  every 
thing  was  done  which  could  pof- 
fibly  be  attempted.  Ireland  at  lead 
would  not  join  ;  the  cruel  treatment 
which  die  had  experienced  mud 
alienate  her  affeddions,  and  without 
peace  the  nation  could  expeid  no 
profperity. 

Mr.  Nichols  profeded  himfelf 
ready  to  join  any  defc.ription  of 
men  to  promote  the  attainment  of 
this  objedt,  and  to  fupport  the  con- 
ftitution  of  his  country  in  its  pre¬ 
fen  t  edablifhment  of  loyalty,  nobi¬ 
lity,  the  commons,  and  epifcopacy. 

Sir  William  Young  faid,  the  lead¬ 
ing  feature  in  the  late  negotiation 
had  been  overlooked  ;  it  was,  that 
we  fhould  furrender  all  our  con- 
queds,  and  then  treat  perhaps  for 
our  navy.  Such  was  the  terms 
impofed  on  Carthage  of  old,  and 
what  was  the  confequence?  Delenda 
crot  Carthago .  It  was  obtaining  the 
fy  bids  leaf  at  a  double  price;  but  he 
would  never  confent  to  meafure  the 
dake  of  a  man  merely  by  his  wealth; 
it  confided  in  his  children,  his  re¬ 
latives,  his  libei ty,  his  opinions  as 
well  as  his  property ;  and  he  called 
upon  liberal  minds  to  fupport  the 
datement  of  the  dake  of  a  man  in 
the  welfare  of  his  country. 

Mr.  H.  Brown  made  an  obferva- 
tion  upon  one  part  of  Mr.  Edwards’ 
fpeech,  that  we  were  only  unani¬ 
mous  in  complaining  of  our  bur¬ 
dens.  He  faid,  it  was  upon  good 
authority  he  could  affirm  that  the 
taxes  of  the  country  were  never 
better  or  more  cheerfully  paid  than 
at  prefent.  But  taxes  ought  not 
to  be  confidered  abdradledly  but 
relative  to  our  fituation,  and  this 
ought  to  afford  us  great  comfort ; 
for  viewed  in  this  point,  our  pro¬ 
fperity 
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/’perky  was  a  permanent  caufe,  pro¬ 
ducing  great  refources. 

The  addrefs  was  carried  without 
a  divifion. 

The  next  bufinefs  which  occu¬ 
pied  the  attention  of  parliament 
was  the  unfortunate  negotiation  at 
Lifle,  On  the  8th  of  November, 
the  order  of  the  day  for  taking 
into  confideration  the  papers  rela 
tive  to  the  negotiation  of  Lille  be- 
ing  read  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  lord 
Grenville  faid,  there  could  be  no 
difference  of  opinion  upon  the  fub- 
je<k;  every  one  mu  ft  feel  that  the 
honour  and  fafety  of  the  country 
admitted  but  of  one  line  of  con- 
du£f.  The  houfe  was  not  now  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  bear  telfimony  to  any 
merits  however  high,  or  to  bellow 
refpe£t  and  attention  where  they 
were  mod  due;  but  to  difcharge  a 
dutv  of  a  more  extenlive  kind,  and 
of  more  general  importance.  Thev 
were  called  upon  to  perform  a  moll 
folemn  ail  of  deliberation,  and  to 
follow  it  up  with  a  pledge  cf  moll 
facred  obligation ;  it  included  a 
promife  of  fupport  to  our  common 
fo  vereign,  whofe  throne,  whole 
facred  life,  the  honour  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  country  (involving 
at  the  fame  time  the  caufe  of  civil 
fociety),  the  welfare  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  of  Europe,  were  at  flake. 

The  impreflion  which  the  perufal 
of  thofe  papers  had  made  upon  his 
mind  was  indelibly  fixed  in  every 
heart,  and  if  there  were  any  lords 
who  had  abfented  themfelves  on 
this  occalion,  it  was  becaufe  they 
were  u*nwillingto  confefs  what  they 
had  no  longer  the  confidence  to 
deny. 

Flis  lordlbip  contended  that  the 
fteps  taken  by  this  country  during 
the  negotiation  were  open,  fair,  and 
manlv,  and  fuch  as  would  bell  com 
duce  to  an  honourable  peace.  The 
papers  would  fubftantiate  belt  this 


affertion.  Let  the  reciprocal  con- 
dink:  of  the  two  governments  on 
this  occalion  be  compared,  and  it 
would  inltantly  be  feen  to  which 
party  the  failure  of  the  negotiation 
was  to  be  afcribed :  let  the  publica¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy  refpeiking  that 
event  be  confidered,  contralled  with 
the  mode  taken  by  the  government 
of  Britain  to  promulgate  the  cir- 
cumllances  belonging  to  it;  thefe 
papers  exhibited  a  full,  explicit, 
and  detailed  account  of  the  whole 
tran faction,  and  evinced  that  the 
principle  of  compenfation  was  un- 
derftood  at  firft  to  be  the  balls  of 
negotiation,  and  that  the  French 
took  an  early  opportunity  of  re¬ 
ceding  from  it. 

The  preliminaries  of  peace  (con¬ 
tinued  lord  Grenville)  had  been 
folemnly  agreed  upon  between  them 
and  the  emperor;  both  parties  ob¬ 
liged  themfelves  to  invite  their  re- 
fpeCtive  allies  to  meet  in  a  general 
congrefs  to  fettle  it:  this  agreement 
was  openly  violated.  Even  in 
limine  it  was  obvious  that  they  ac¬ 
cepted  the  proffer  of  negotiation, 
merely  becaufe  thev  knew  that  fuch 
was  the  general  temper  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  France  that  they  could  not 
venture  to  refufe  it.  However, 
they  would  only  confent  to  enter 
into  it  for  a  definitive  peace  with 
this  country,  and  in  the  firft  in^ 
fiance  defired  it  might  be  a  feparate 
peace;  but  that,  his  majefty  imme¬ 
diately  rejected,  being  determined 
to  guard  the  interefts  of  his  ally  the 
queen  of  Portugal,  .and  to  put  the 
republic  orj  an  equal  footing,  inti¬ 
mated  that  he  would  allow  them  to 
treat  for  Spain  and  Holland  their 
allies.  This  point  adjufted,  another 
difference  rofe,  contrary  to  the  efta- 
blifhed  ufageofall  negotiation— they 
objected  to  the  taking  into  confi*- 
deration  the  treaties  exiftin o  with 
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they  nations,  though  France  was  a 
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guarantee  to  them.  Anxious  to 
re  (lore  peace,  his  majefty  over¬ 
looked  thefe  .difficulties,  new  and 
unprecedented  as  they  were. 

The  directory,  defeated  in  their 
flrft  objedts,  were  obliged  to  proceed 
in  the  negotiation.  In  the  paflport 
lent  over  for  the  perfon  whom  his 
majefty  fhould  appoint  to  treat,  the 
form  was  a  diredi  and  intentional 
departure  from  pofitive  agreement 
and  eftablifhed  cuftom  ;  it  exprefsly 
guarded  again  ft  a  preliminary,  and 
limited  the  object  to  a  definitive 
peace,  though  the  moment  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  was  opened  they  departed 
from  their  own  ftipulation,  and 
commenced  with  the  propofal  and 
difcuftion  of  thofe  very  preliminary 
points :  to  prove  the  kind  of  temper 
which  the  enemy  brought  to  the 
negotiation,  they  flung  out  bafe 
and  unworthy  infinuations  againft 
the  perfon  appointed  to  corn!  lift  it; 
this  indeed  only  deferved  contempt, 
but  it  fliowed  a  fpirit  eager  to  bring 
forward  new  caufes  of  animofity, 
and  multiply  obftacles.  His  lord- 
flip  then  adverted  to  the  negotia¬ 
tion  itfelf  ;  h,is  majefty  had  (he 
faid)  with  an  unexampled  libera¬ 
lity,  ckredled,  almoft  in  the  flrft  in¬ 
terview  between  the  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries,  a  full  and  detailed  account 
to  be  given  in  of  the  terms  upon 
which  he  would  conclude  peace. 
The  paper  was  on  the  table,  and 
every  one  might  read  atid  determine 
for  themfelves  on  it’s  nature  and 
character;  might  judge  whether  it 
was  a  full  and  fair  ftatement  of  ho¬ 
nourable  treaty,  or  a projcft  in  blank ; 
lord  Grenville  particularly  wifhed 
it  might  be  compared  with  the  re- 
prefentation  given  of  it  by  the  ene¬ 
my  in  a  paper  of  high  authority, 
and  publi filed  officially.  This  pro- 
jedt  however  being  delivered,  the 
French  government  found  itfelf 
£ruba traded  ;  no  anfwer  was  return¬ 


ed,  becaufe  this  would  have  difap- 
pointed  the  fchemes  of  the  direc¬ 
tory  :  had  they  been  ferious  in 
their  wiflies  for  peace,  would  they 
haye  brought  forward  the  topics 
which  they  did  bring  forward? 
would  they  have  ftated  the  points 
of  his  majefty’s  title  as  king  of 
France  ?  the  refloration  of  the  lhips 
taken  at  Toulon,  or  a  renunciation 
of  the  mortgages  of  this  country 
upon  the  Netherlands?  But  the 
point  on  which  the  failure  of  the 
negotiation  turned  was  the  renewal 
of  a  propofal  which  had  been  de¬ 
clared  inadmiffible ;  the  complete 
renunciation  of  every  thing  which 
had  been  taken  during  the  war,  not 
only  from  them  but  their  allies; 
they  demanded,  as  a  preliminary,  to 
renounce  all  that  we  had  to  afk, 
and  to  declare  all  thgt  we  would 
concede.  It  would  not  have  been 
merely  folly,  it  would  have  been 

treafon  in  any  minifter  to  have  com- 
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plied  with  a  demand  fo  derogatory 
to  the  honour,  and  fo  fatal  to  the 
interefts,  of  his  country. 

It  would  eafily  be  recolledlecf  in 
what  circumftances,  amidft  what 
violence  the  French  conftitution  of 
179c,  overthrown  by  the  revolu¬ 
tion  of  the  4th  of  September,  was 
eftabllfhed  ;  it  would  be  recollected 
under  what  military  violence  the 
flrft  elections  were  conducted  :  in 
no  fenfe  was  any  freedom  permitted, 
or  the  voice  and  fentiments  of  the 
people  of  France  po liable  to  be  col¬ 
lected,  till  the  month  of  April  laft, 
when  a  considerable  change  in  the 
temper  of  the  councils,  as  well  as  in 
the  people  at  large,  was  obferved :  a 
majority  in  the  legiftative  bodies 
feemed  difpofed  to  put  an  end  to 
the  mifedes  of  the  country,  to.  re¬ 
move  the  evils  of  which  fome  of 
them  had  been  the  authors,  to  atone 
for  the  crimes  of  which  many  of 
them  had  been  guilty,  and  to  re- 
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flore  foine  degree  of  order  and  tran¬ 
quillity  to  the  unhappy  people  of 
France. 

They  wi  Hied  alfo  to  oppofe  that 
revolutionary  principle  which  the 
directory  endeavoured  to  fprfead 
with  too  much  fuccefs  over  Eu¬ 
rope.  Thefe  views,  however,  ill 
accorded  with  the  fchemes  of  the 
latter:  but  had  they  broken  off-  the 
negotiation  upon  the  terms  we  of¬ 
fered,  immediately  had  they  thrown 
off  the  made,  and  revealed  their  de¬ 
term  nation  of  prolonging  the  nai¬ 
leries  of  their  own  country  on  ja¬ 
cobin  principles,  and  by  jacobin 
means,  they  would  have  put  the 
councils  on  their  guard,  they  would 
have  made  all  France  and  Europe 
the  judges  of  their  conduct,  and 
they  would  have  anticipated  the 
event  which  they  were  preparing. 
Again,  had  they  brought  forward 
another  project  of  their  own,  they 
muff  have  disappointed  the  objedt 
which  they  had  in  view,  that  of 
breaking  off  the  negotiation  with- 
out  fpecifying  any  terms,  and  throw¬ 
ing  the  whole  odium  of  the  failure 
upon  ns.  At.  the  moment  they  were 
pradtifing  every  evafion,  creating 
every  delay,  refilling  to  deliver  in  a 
counter  projedl,  they  held  a  lan¬ 
guage  diredtly  oppofite  in  their 
meflages  to  the  council.  In  thefe, 
they  threw  the  charge  of  procrafti- 
nation  upon  us,  wifhing  to  gain 
time  till  their  plot  was  ready  to  be 
executed;  and  whiift  their  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  were  daily  apologiling  to 
us,  for  the '  extraordinary  delays 
which  took,  place,  they  unhappily 
fucceeded  in  their  defigns,  a'nd  the 
frail  fabric  of  the  confutation  of 
1795  was  overturned.  It  was  clear 
to  everv  one  who  had  watched  the 
progrefs  of  events,  that  it  was  at 
Paris,  not  at  Lille,  that  the  refult  of 
the  conferences  would  be  deter¬ 
mined-;  it  depended  on  the  difputes 
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which  agitated  the  councils  and  the 
government  ;  and  if  the  directory 
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fucceeded,  the  event  might  ealily 
be  forefeen. 

Tins  formed  the  only  excufe  for 

J 

our  minifters  having  fubmitted  io 
long  to  the  evalions  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  their  hopes  of  attaining  peace 
at  lafl  favoured  the  deception  which 
the  directory  wiflied  to  pafs  upon 
the  people  of  France,  by  fo  long 
keeping  up  the  appearance  of  nego¬ 
tiation,  and  cherilhing  the  expec-' 
tations  of  fuccefs. 

When  the  revolution  of  Septem¬ 
ber  arrived,  and  they  had  accom- 
pli filed  their  project  at  Paris,  they 
immediately  changed  their  fvftem: 
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and  avowed  their  objedE  Every 
thing  which  had  been  done  was 
retraced ;  their  views  were  evi¬ 
dently  not  confined  to  their  own 
country,  or  to  the  rupture  of  the 
negotiation  ;  they  went  further, 
they  declared  it  was  our  conftitu¬ 
tion,  our  laws,  our  religion,  and 
our  liberties,  with  which  they  were 
at  war;  it  was  our  public  glory  and 
our  private  happinefs  .which  they 
laboured  to  fubvert,  and  to  eftablifh 
in  their  (lead  French  liberty,  French 
principles, and  French  anarchy,  with 
all  its  train  of  horrors!  With  fuch 
avowals,  his  Iordfiiip  faid,  he  was 
at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  pallia¬ 
tions  could  poflibly  be  offered  for 
the  conduct  of  the  enemy  :  he  well 
knew  and  lamented  that  every  mea- 
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fare  of  the  French  government,  in 
its  relation  to  this  country,  found 
more  able  and  ingenious  apologifts 
here  than  in  France;  and  even  what 
feemed  too  flagrant  for  defence 
was  juftified  by  more  piaufible  ar¬ 
guments,  and  placed  in  more  fa¬ 
vourable  lights,  than  the  talents  of 
the  friends  of  'he  diredforv  on  the 
other  fide  the  water  could  pro¬ 
duce. 

This  was  no  moment  for  humi- 
B  4  liation; 
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liatioii ;  it  was  not  the  period  when 
the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  na¬ 
tion  ought  to  be  facrificed  ;  nor 
was  it  the  feafon  to  defpair :  the 
refources  of  the  country  were  great 
and  powerful  ;  public  ana  private 
happinefs  were  at  Bake;  every  man 
in  that  affembly  in  particular  muff 
know  that  his  property  and  his 
exiftence  depended  on  the  iffue  of 
the  conteft  which  we  had  to  main¬ 
tain:  but  with  the  intereff  of  the 
jfirft  clafs  of  men  in  the  {fate,  the 
happinefs  of  the  lowed  was  con- 
fulted  ;  the  bufferings,  the  per  {edi¬ 
tions,  the  horrors  to  which  the  firft 
orders  in  France  were  doomed, 
though  they  began  with  the  noblelfe, 
were  fpread  over  all,  and  felt  even 
by  the  humbleff  peafautry  of  the 
kingdom  ;  nay,  had  been  the 
fource  of  more  calamity  to  them, 
than  to  the  unhappy  nobility  whom 
we  every  day  faw  groaning  under 
their  diftreffes :  and  this  was  the  fen- 
timent  with  which  the  people  of  this 
country  at  large  were  infpired  ;  they 
were  convinced  that  a  vigorous  ef¬ 
fort  was  effential  to  fecure  an  ho¬ 
nourable  peace,  that  there  was  no 
faftty  without  refinance;,  no  hope 
but  in  courage  and  magnanimity. 
H  is  lordfhip  concluded  this  lpeech, 
of  uncommon  length,  with  ftrenu- 
ouflv  recommending  perfeverance 
in  the  condudt  we  had  hitherto 
purfued,  and  entreating  the  houfe 
to  carry  the  declaration  of  thefe 
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refolutions  to  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
with  folemn  pledges  to  defend,  at 
every  hazard,  his  majefty’s  perfon 
and  government,  with  the  liberties 
and  happinefs  of  England. 

The  earl  of  Darnlev  faid,  he  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  moderation,  as  well  as 
dignity,  with  which  thelate  negotia¬ 
tion  on  our  part  had  been  carried  on, 
and  cenfured  the  conduct  of  the 
French  on  account  of  its  duplicity  ; 
there  vv a s  nothing  in  the  relative  li~ 


tuation  of  the  countries  at  prefent  to 
juftify  our  defpondency.  He  could 
not  fee  how  it  was  polfible  for  the 
enemy  to  profecute  hoflilities  offen- 
fively,  when  he  confidered  the  de¬ 
plorable  (fate  of  their  navy,  and  the 
triumphant  condition  of  ours  :  the 
refources  of  our  country  were  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  cobteft,  and  he  ex- 
pedted  the  moft  perfect  unanimity 
amongfl  their  lordfhips. 

The  addrefs  was  carried  nem. 
diff. 

On  the  ioth  of  November  the 
fame  fubjedt  was  taken  into  confi- 

deration  bv  the  houfe  of  commons. 

✓ 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  though  he 
profefftd  entire  acquiefcence  as  to 
its  general  tenor,  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  addrefs  of  thanks,  ber 
caufe  certain  phrafes  appeared  to 
him  exceptionable,  indicating  an 
intention  that  there  {lion Id  be  no 
end  to  the  war.  He  expreifed  allo- 
nifhment  at  the  mean  manner  in 
which  the  negotiation  had  been 
conducted.  When  it  was  firfl  pro- 
pofed,  he  intended  to  have  moved 
the  houfe  that  no  negotiation  fliould 
have  been  let  on  foot  till  the  French 
miniffer  had  given  a  centre  projedh 
He  now  regretted  not  having;  done 
fo,  but  he  was  deterred  by  the  fear 
that  it  might  have  been  an  impedi¬ 
ment.  Minifters  by  negledting  this 
in  the  onfet,  had  brought  much 
difgrace  upon  the  country.  He 
appealed  to  the  papers  whether  the 
charge  was  unfounded,  for  by  thofe 
it  would  appear  that  the  molt  un¬ 
warrantable  infinuations  and  foul 
calumnies  upon  our  executive  go¬ 
vernment  had  been  patiently  born 
by  our  minifters.  He  was  forry  to 
fee  the  country  fo  lowered.  Whilfl 
he  lamented  our  management,  he 
was  obliged,  he  faid,  to  cenfure  no 
lefs  the  language  of  the  declaration 
and  addrefs,  as  being  at  once  full 
of  rafhnefs,  and  ineffectual  to  any 

good 
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good  purpofe ;  they  not  only  pro- 
feffed  to  keep  up  perpetual  hoftili- 
ties,  but  made  charges  which  were 
not  juftified  by  the  papers. 

The  houfe  was  told  that  the  pre¬ 
liminaries  propofed  by  the  French 
government  were  frivolous  and 
offenfive;  but  on  looking  into  them, 
they  would  find  that  the  firft  of 
thofe  was,  the  abandonment  by  our 
king  of  the  title  of  king  of  France  ; 
the  fec.ond,  the  reftitution  of  the 
ihips  taken  at  Toulon;  and  the 
third,  the  relinquifhment  of  our 
mortgage  on  the  Low  Countries : 
but  for  his  part  he  could  not  fee 
any  thing  in  the  papers  that  fhowed 
an  exprefs  demand  of  thofe  points 
on  the  part  of  France.  The  decla¬ 
ration  dated,  that  it  was  not  their 
wifh  to  make  peace;  whereas  it  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  face  of  the  papers 
that  the  French  plenipotentiaries 
took  much  pains  to  prove  the  re- 
verfe,  and  this  the  houfe  would 
find  acknowledged  by  lord  Malmef- 
burv  in  his  firft  and  fecond  letters. 

j 

Another  charge  was,  that  it  was  their 
intention  to  overthrow  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  England  :  fir  John  declared, 
that  if  he  believed  this  to  be  the  dif- 
pofition  of  France,  he  would  vote  for 
the  addrefs  as  it  (food ;  but  it  was  his 
opinion  that  luch  an  intention  might 
be  tranfiently  expreffed,  only  under 
the  irritation  of  luppofed  wrong. 
France  might  probably  be  invete¬ 
rate  againft  us,  believing  that  we 
were  inveterate  againft  her;  the  di¬ 
rectory  might  profefs  a  defign  to 
overturn  our  government,  beeaufe 
we  had  endeavoured  to  overturn 
theirs,  but  at  the  fame  time,  fhow¬ 
ed  they  had  no  objection  to  peace, 
if  we  would  leave  them  alone.  To 
prevent  the  perpetuation  of  thefe 
fcntiments  between  the  two  nations, 
he  moved  an  amendment,  expreff- 
ing  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  to 
fupport  his  majefty  in  the  war,  to 
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expunge  the  words  denoting  an  in¬ 
veterate  animofitv,  and  to  declare, 
that  whenever  France  was  difpofed 
to  treat  on  reafonable  terms,  we 
would  not  refufe  to  negotiate. 

Lord  Temple  lincerely  lamented 
that  the  negotiation  had  ever  been 
attempted,  and  as  fincerely  rejoiced 
when  it  had  been  broken  off;  for 
he  faw  infinitely  more  danger  (he 
faid)  in  the  conclufion  of  a  peace 
with  the  prefent  rulers  of  France  than 
in  the  continuation  of  war:  indeed 
the  difpofition  of  thofe  men  was  fo 
manifefted  in  all  their  conduct  for 
the  laft  four  years,  that  any  one 
might  have  forefeen  the  event  of 
the  overture.  It  was  a  matter  of 
utter  indifference  to  England  what 
form  of  government  might  take 
place  on  the  other  fide  of  the  wa¬ 
ter,  provided  it  was  fuch  as  pro- 
miled  permanency.  His  only  wifh 
was  that  peace  fliould  be  lafting, 
and  for  this  reafon  he  entertained 
hopes  of  pacification  when  the  mo¬ 
derate  party  was  gaining  ground  ; 
but  the  moment  it  gave  way,  an 
end  was  put  to  all  accommodation. 
The  fame  animofity  which  actuated 
them  in  the  beginning  of  the  con- 
teft  was  vifible  at  Lifle,  and  had 
been  avowed  by  the  diredtory  fince 
the  negotiation  had  been  broken 
off;  they  had  declared  that  delenda 
eft  Carthago  muff  be  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  conteft.  Of  the  extent 
and  inveteracy  of  their  defigns, 
there  could  be  no  ffronger  proof 
than  their  decreeing  an  army  to 
march  to  the  coaft  oppofite  to  our 
fliores,  and  dignifying  it  with  the 
name  of  the  Army  of  England;  not 
to  mention  their  fcoffing  at  the  rights 
of  nations,  and  declaiming  all  right 
to  be  bound  by  the  mod  folemn 
treaties.  What  confidence  could  be 
phced  in  men  who  had  broken 
them  already  ?  who  had  transferred 
nations  who  relied  upon  them  to 
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the  dominion  of  other  powers  ;  of¬ 
fered  ailiftance  to  the  rebellious  of 
every  country  ;  deceived  their  o\tfn 
people  with  the  name  of  liberty; 
fent  off  the  legal  conftitutional  re- 
prefentalives  of  the  nation  into 
banifhment  without  proof  of  their 
guilt,  or  even  trial,  and  imprifoned 
a  printer  for  invectives  againft 
their  war  minider? 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
rofe:  he  expreffed  difappointment 
that  the  concurrence  of  the  houfe 
upon  fuch  a  fubjeft  as  was  now 
fubmitted  to  their  confideration, 
fhould  not  he  unanimous,  and 
much  furprife  at  the  propofed 
amendment  of  the  honourable  ba¬ 
ronet.  The  continuance  of  the  war 
was  to  be  afcribed  alone  to  the  im¬ 
placable  animofity,  to  the  infatiable 
ambition,  to  the  unwarrantable  pre¬ 
tentions  of  the  prefent  frantic  go¬ 
vernment  of  France.  Was  it  the 
bufinefs  of  a  Britifh  parliament  to 
content  itfelf  with  mere  lamentation 
of  the  miferies  of  war,  forgetting 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  a  great  nation  to  Hate 
the  fource  of  thofe  miferies.  Our 
,  calamities  proceeded  from  the  ran¬ 
corous  fpirit  of  the  enemy  ;  and  to 
them,  not  to  us,  the  guilt  and  re- 
fponfibility  of  future  extremities 
were  to  be  imputed.  Minifiers 
had  exerted  every  endeavour  to 
procure  peace;  and  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  negotiation  to 
its  final  rupture,  the  whole  of  the 
intermediate  delay  was  owing;  to 
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the  evalive  conduct  of  France.  Mr. 
Pitt  reprobated  with  much  farcafm 
what  he  called  the  tendernefs  of 
the  honourable  baronet,  who  chofe 
rather  to'difguife  the  truth,  than 
rifk  the  tremendous  evil  of  offend¬ 
ing  fi:cn  an  enemy,  by  ufing  lan¬ 
guage  which  might  difpleafe  them  ; 
compromifing  the  charafter  of  the 
country,  leaving  it  doubtful  to  Eu¬ 


rope  to  whom  the  rupture  of  the 
negotiation  was  to  be  afcribed,  'and 
fearing  to  purfue  that  manly  con- 
duff  which  truth  and  dignity  re¬ 
quired,  led  we  fhould  cherifh  a 
fpirit  of  endlefs  animofity. 

So  far  from  this  being  the  proper 
inference,  the  very  reverfe  was  the 
cafe  :  he  who  fcrupled  to  declare 
that  the  government  of  France 
had  acffcd  in  direft  contempt  of 
every  principle  of  jufiice;  he  who 
blinked  the  'difcuffion  of  this  im¬ 
portant  point,  deprived  us  of  the 
moft  confolatory  refie&ion  which 
we  could  enjoy  amidft  inevitable 
calamity  and  neceitary  war.  It  was 
from  the  confideratiop  that  it  was 
the  government,  not  the  people  of 
France,  who  were  to  blame,  that 
we  now  might  indulge  hopes  of  a 
more  favourable  change  of  circum- 
dances.  Was  there  a  word  in  the 
addrefs  which  breathed  the  fpirit  of 
endlefs  animofity  ?  Surely  not!  on 
the  contrary,  his  majedy  affured  the 
people  of  this  country,  he  declared 
to  France  and  to  Europe,  that  he 
did  not  forego  the  hope  of  pacifica¬ 
tion,  and  that  he  was  prepared  to 
renew  his  endeavours  to  effedl  it 
whenever  the  enemy  fhould  dif- 
cover  a  temper  more  correfpond- 
ing  to  his  own.  Nay  more,  whild 
the  declaration  difclaimed  all  en¬ 
mity  againd  the  French  nation,  it 
profeffed  to  have  no  obje<dion  to 
treat  even  with  thofe  who  exercifed 
at  prefent  the  functions  of  govern¬ 
ment.  Even  after  the  didinguifhed 
fucceffes  which  had  crowned  his 
majedy’s  arms,  he  was  willing  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  that  very 
government,  upon  thofe  moderate 
terms  which  he  propofed  in  the 
moment  of  our  greated  difficulty. 
Mr.  Pitt  then  went  over  all  the 
grounds  of  the  negotiation,  which, 
as  they  have  been  detailed  in  ano¬ 
ther  place,  would  be  tedious  and 
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\mneceffary  to  relate :  he  avowed 
an  very  ftrenuous  terms  the  fincerity 
of  minifters,  fully  proved  (he  laid) 
by  the  conceflions  which  they  had 
made,  merely  to  obtain  peace :  we 
had  offered  to  France  all  that  we 
had  conquered  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
the  ftrong  Ifland  of  Martinique,  St. 
Lucia,  Tobago,  that  part  of  St. 
Domingo  occupied  by  our  troops; 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  Pondicherry  and 
Chandernagore,  with  all  their  fet- 
tlemenrs  and  faHories  in  that  quar¬ 
ter.  And  in  return  for  what  were 
all  thefe  facrifices  offered  ?  for 
peace  alone !  to  an  enemy  too, 
whole  forces  had  never  feparately 
met  the  military  ftrength  of  this 
country  without  adding  to  our  na¬ 
tional  glory  and  renown — an  enemy 
whofe  fleets  had  never  encountered 
ours,  but  to  increafe  the  lift  of 
their  defeats. —  an  enemy  whofe 
commerce  was  extinguished,  whofe 
navy  was  annihilated,  whofe  financial 
diftrefs,  however  palliated  by  their 
partifans  here,  was  loudly  proved 
in  the  groans  of  the  people,  in  the 
contentions  of  the  councils,  and 
in  the  a6ts  of  violence  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  government.  Of  the  allies, 
Spain  had  felt  the  war  into  which 
file  had  been  compelled  to  enter, 
only  in  the  triumphs  the  had  added 
to  this  country,  and  her  own  dif- 
grace.  One  ifland  had  been  taken 
from  her  by  us,  for  which,  in  the 
circumftances  fhe  flood,  five  could 
have  no  claim  for  competifation  : 
but  the  ifland  Trinidad  was  claim¬ 
ed  on  another  ground,  as  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  our  guaranteeing  the  ceflion 
of  the  Span! fli  part  of  St.  Domingo 
to  France,  which,  by  folemn  trea¬ 
ties,  could  not  be  given  up  without 
the  confemt  of  this  country.  To 
Holland  we  offered  to  reftore  all 
the  fources  of  lye r  commerce,  every 
thing  valuable  to  her  profperity  ; 
and  only  required  that  which  would 
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have  enabled  France  to  fubjugate 
the  other  pofleflions  of  Holland, 
and  to  harafs  our  own  eftablifli- 
ments  in  the  Eaft.  All  that  we 
demanded  was,  to  fecure  what  we 
already  poffeffed,  that  which  was 
effential  to  our  ancient  eftablifh- 
meftt  and  naval  power.  On  re¬ 
viewing  the  ftate  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  let  the  world  judge  the  value 
of  the  concefiion  on  one  part,  and 
the  force  of  the  claim  upon  the 
other  :  compare  the  mutual  means 
of  offence  and  refiftance,  the  power 
of  the  French  to  take  from  us,  and 
the  ability  of  this  country  to  retain  ; 
and  upon  that  comparifon  decide 
whether  the  projet  of  his  majefty 
did  not  manifeft  proofs  of  lincerity 
and  moderation  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  proceeded  here  to  make  a 
ftatement  of  the  arrogance  and  the 
duplicity  of  the  French.  .  Endlefs 
delays  enfued,  he  faid,  to  give  a 
colour  of  attention  to  the  wifhes  of 
their  nation  for  peace:  time  was 
confumed  in  fending  for  inftruc- 
tions  to  Madrid,  and  to  the  Hague  ; 
and  the  confideration  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  points  ftudioufly  protradfed  : 
after  the  negotiation  had  aflumed 
this  fhape,  what  was  done,  what 
progrefs  was  made,  when  every  pre¬ 
tence  for  delay  was  removed  ?  They 
then  required  that  we,  whom  they 
had  fummoned  to  treat  for  a  de-  . 
finitive  treaty,  fhould  flop  and  dif- 
cufs  preliminary  points,  which 
though  difcuffed  and  fettled,  we 
did  not  know  but  the  next  mo¬ 
ment  might  be  wholly  laid  afide. 
They  led  the  conferences  to  vague 
and  fecondary  points ;  infilled  that 
his  majefty  thou  Id  refign  the  title 
of  king  of  France  —  a  harmless 
feather  at  leaft,  which  his  anceftora 
had  fo  long  worn  on  their  crowns ; 
they  demanded  reftitution  of  the 
Hi  ip  s  taken  at  Toulon,  or  a  com- 
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penfation  ;  and  a  renunciation  of 
any  mortgage  which  this  country 
might  poffefs  for  the  loan  to  the 
emperor.  The  French  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  were  immediately  inform¬ 
ed  that  this  country  had  no  fuch 
mortgage  ;  that  there  could  be  no 
conceffion  where  there  was  no 
claim  ;  and  that  the  point  was  not 
worth  talking  about. 

We  next  were  called  upon  to 
fubfcribe  as  a  preliminary,  that  we 
were  prepared  to  give  up  every 
thing  we  had  acquired  during  the 
war.  Such  a  preliminary  could  not 
be  admitted  by  any  man  who  was 
not  difpofed  to  adore  the  idol  of 
the  French  power  in  proftrate  bafe- 
iicfs.  His  majefty  did  not  hefitate 
in  refilling  to  comply  with  fuch  in- 
folent  demands. 

The  dire  (dory,  however,  did  not 
then  adhere  to  the  extravagance  of 
them  ;  a  long  delay  to  amufe  their 
people  took  place  :  they  pleaded  it 
as  a  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  their 
pacific  intentions,  and  pretended 
that  they  were  under  the  neceflity 
offendingto  their  allies  an  account 
of  what  palled,  that  they  were  en¬ 
deavouring  to  prevail  upon  them 
to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  a 
war  into  which  they  had  brought 
thole  allies,  and  who  have  ever 
fince  been  in  a  Hate  of  abjeCfc  fub- 
jeCtion  to  them,  whatever  import¬ 
ance  they  alfedted  to  give  them  in 
this  negotiation.  They  then  di¬ 
rected  their  plenipotentiaries  to  in¬ 
form  Lord  Malmelbuiy  that  they  had 
obtained  an  anfwer,  but  it  was  not 
fatisfaCfory  ;  and  they  were  obliged 
to  fend  another  meflenger. 

ft  was  thus  they  concealed  their 
infincerity  till  the  dreadful  cata- 
Aropheoftheqth  of  September  ;  and 
even  fome  days  after  that  violence 
broke  out  in  Paris,  they  promifed 
to  produce  their  projci.  {fill  pacific 
in  their  profefiioiis,  and  inimical  in 


their  defigns.  The  Hep  which  they 
took  after  this  laft  a  flu  ranee  was,  to 
renew  in  a  more  offenfive  form  the 
demand  which  had  been  rejected 
by  lord  Malmefbury  two  '  months 
before;  in  which  rejedfion  they  had 
acquiefced,  and  we  in  the  interval 
had  been  waiting  for  the  propofals 
which  were  to  come  from  them. 
This  demand  was,  that  lord 
Malmefburv  fhould  Ihow  to  them 
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his  powers,  his  inftruCfions,  and  the 
ufe  he  was  to  make  of  them  :  as  an 
inducement  to  comply  with  this 
modeft  requifition,  they  alfured 
him,  that  though  this  demand  was 
made,  it  would  never  be  urged  to 
carry  it  into  effeCt.  Mr.  Pitt  laid, 
there  appeared  little  reafon  for  cen- 
furing  miniflers  for  not  trulfing 
fuch  affurances  from  fuch  an  ene¬ 
my.  He  would  leave  others  to 
imagine  what  was  likely  to  have 
been  the  end  of  a  negotiation  in 
which  it  was  a  preliminary  to  refign 
every  thing — in  which  it  was  de¬ 
manded  to  reveal  every  thing  re¬ 
quired  ;  that  our  ambaflador  lhould 
make  known,  not  only  his  powers 
but  his  inftruCfions,  before  even 
they  had  explained  a  word  of 
theirs;  and  whillf  they  informed  11s, 
that  we  were  not  to  expeCt  to  hear 
what  their  powers  were  until  we 
profefled  ourfelves  ready  to  accede 
to  any  thing  which  the  directory 
might  pleafe  to  dictate.  Lord 
Malmefbury  returned  for  anfwer, 
that  his  powers  were  ample  :  they 
then  went  no  further  than  to  fay, 
if  he  could  not  fliow  his  inflruCtions, 
he  fhould  fend  to  England  for  the 
power;  to  which  he  replied,  that 
he  fhould  not  have  it,  if  he  fent. 
In  this  they  feemingly  acquiefced, 
and  amufed  us  for  two  months  ;  at 
the  end  of  which  time  the  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  fay,  not  what  they  Laid 
before — fend  to  England  for  powei  s 
to  accede  to  propofals  which  you 
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have  already  rejected,  but  go  to 
England  yourfelf  for  powers  to  ob¬ 
tain  peace.  Such  was  the  manner 
in  which  the  profpect  of  peace  was 
to  be  opened  and  broken  off;  for 
the  grofs  attempt  to  deceive  all 
Europe  by  the  affectation  of  mo¬ 
deration,  in  ordering  the  French 
minifters  to  remain  at  Lifle  for  ten 
days,  was  unworthy  a  comment  : 
they  Eaid  they  expected  an  embaf- 
fador  to  return  ;  they  knew  it  was 
impoffible  he  fliould  after  their  Hat¬ 
ing  as  a  line  qua  non,  that  we  fhould 
throw  ourfelves  at  their  feet  for 
mercv  before  we  knew  what  terms 
they  fliould  be  in  the  humour  to 
dictate  to  us.  But  it  is  effentig.1 
that  we  fliould  know  (continued 
Mr.  Pitt)  the  real  aim  of  the  enemy  ; 
it  is  not  our  commerce,  it  is  not 
our  wealth,  it  is  not  our  colonies  in 
the  weft,  or  our  territories  in  the 
eaft,  nor  js  it  our  maritime  great- 
nefs,  or  the  extent  of  our  empire  : 
No  !  the  objeCt  is  our  liberty  !  the 
bafis  of  our  independence,  the  cita¬ 
del  of  our  happinefs — our  conjlitu - 
tion!  Thev  themfelves  have  declar- 
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ed  it — openly  avowed  that  our  go¬ 
vernment  and  theirs  cannot  fubfift 
together,  and  their  endeavour  is  to 
deftrov  it.  Should  thev  come 
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amongft  us,  they  would  bring  with 
their  invading  army  the  great  peftir 
lence  to  man,  the  genius  of  French 
liberty,  which  contains  in  it  every 
curfe  to  fociety.  In  the  place  of 
our  glorious  principles  and  equal 
laws  will  be  a  hideous  monfter 
whom  nothing  can  content  but  the 
annihilation  of  the  Britifh  empire. 
And  are  we  under  circum dances  to 
be  afraid  or  afhamed  to  declare  in  a 
firm  and  manly  tone,  that  we  will 
defend  ourfelves?  are  we  to  fliun 
the  truth,  and  forget  the  energy 
which  belongs  to  Englifhnien  ?  If 
therefore  we  value  property,  li¬ 
berty,  law ;  if  we  value  national 


power  or  domeftic  happinefs,  we 
111  all  refift  thefe  demands  with  in¬ 
dignation.  There  was  not  a  man 
(he  faid),  let  his  enjoyments  be  ever 
l’o  confiderable,  who  ought  not  to 
facrifice  any  portion  of  it  to 
oppofe  the  violence  of  the  enemy  ; 
nor  one  whofe  Hock  was  fo  fmali 
that  he  fliould  not  be  ready  to  fa¬ 
crifice  his  life  in  the  fame  caufe. 
We  owed  it  in  gratitude  to  Provi¬ 
dence,  whofe  goodnefs  had  placed 
us  fo  high  in  the  fcale  of  nations, 
and  cau fed  us  to  be  the  admiration 
of  Europe,  with  moft  of  the  go¬ 
vernments  of  which  ours  was  a 
happy  contrail.  The  means  of  our 
fafety  were  (till  in  our  hands;  our 
bleffings  were  many  ;  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  them  was  our  higheff 
dutv.  He  trufted  that  we  never 
fliould  abandon  it,  to  whatever  ex¬ 
tremity  we  might  be  driven  ;  but 
cheerfully  enter  into  a  pledge  for 
the  fincere  performance  of  it,  de¬ 
claring  our  determination  to  Hand 
or  fail  by  the  laws,  liberties,  and 
religion  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Pollen,  after  complimenting 
the  miniller  on  his  eloquent  and 
able  fpeech,  profeffed  his  belief  h* 
the  fincerity  on  our  part  during  the 
late  negotiation  ;  he  imputed  its 
failure  folely  to  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  whofe  power  the  fudden  re¬ 
turn  of  peace  muff  inevitably  have 
overthrown.  Of  many  of  the  paft 
meafures  of  the  miniftry  he  had 
difapproved,  but  he  now  felt  the 
neceflity  of  throwing  a  veil  over 
the  paft  :  when  we  looked  forward, 
the  profpebt  was  tooferious  to  per¬ 
mit  us  to  wafte  time  in  vain  regrets  ; 
we  now  were  called  to  a  fituation 
which  required  all  our  intrepidity 
and  all  our  firmnefs.  There  was 
no  longer  a  queftion  of  confuming 
our  ftrength  in  an  unavailing  ftrug- 
gle  to  maintain  the  balanceof  power 
and  the  former  fyftern  of  European 
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politics,  A  more  urgent  care 
prefled  home  on  onr  feelings,  and 
fhould  engage  our  whole  attention. 
The  danger  was  imminent,  and 
every  thing  valuable  was  to  be  de- 
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fended— our  laws,  our  liberties,  and 
our  conftitution,  which  it  was  the 
fixed  object  of  the  enemy  to  over¬ 
turn  ;  and  above  all  we  had  to  de¬ 
precate  and  prevent  what  would 
cover  us  with  inextinguifhable 
fhame — the  permitting  the  French 
to  invade  our  kingdom,  violate  our 
females,  and  enflave  our  children. 
The  addrefs  had  his  moft  cordial 
fupport. 

Mr.  Martin  much  applauded  the 
fpeech  of  Mr.  Pitt;  it  was  more 
convincing,  he  faid,  than  any  he 
had  heard  upon  the  fubjedt  :  in¬ 
deed,  if  the  French  would  have 
acceded  to  any  reafonable  terms,  it 
was  his  opinion  that  they  fhould 
not  be  rejected  ;  but  when  he  faw 
they  were  determined  to  dictate  the 
conditions,  we  ought  not  to  permit 
ourfelves  to  be  trampled  on,  but 
evince  the  fpirit  which  became  a 
great  nation.  He  thought  the  pre- 
fent  amendment  unneceflary,  and 
that  the  original  addrefs  was  more 
confonant  to  the  nature  of  our 
prefent  circumftances. 

Mr.  N.  Edwards  rofe  to  fay,  that 
in  his  county,  Rut-landfhire,  the  beft 
poflible  difpo-fltion  prevailed  a- 
mongft  the  inhabitants,  and  that 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  it  was  diftin- 
guiflied  for  the  inftitution  of  the 
yeomanry  corps.  In  many  of  the 
villages  he  knew,  from  perfonal  ob- 
fervation,  and  from  repeated  aflur- 
ance,  that  the  people  were  ready  to 
make  every  facrifice  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  There  were  a 
body  of  villagers,  to  the  uumber  of 
more  than  a  thouland,  prepared 
to  come  forward  whenever  danger 
threatened,  and  to  defend  our  fron¬ 
tiers  :  this,  perhaps,  might  be  deem¬ 


ed  a  piece  of  information  of  too 
private  a  nature  to  be  mentioned  in 
the  houfe  ;  but  he  brought  it  as  a 
fymptom  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity 
which  animated  that  part  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

Mr.  Lloyd  rofe  to  ex'prefs,  he 
faid,  his  deteflation  of  the  perfi¬ 
dious  conduct  of  the  directory  :  and 
although  the  county  of  Flint,  as  a 
mineral  county,  fuffered  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  manner  from  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  war  (it  having  almoft: 
entirely  put  an  end  to  the  lead 
trade), yet  there  would  not  be  found 
in  the  kingdom  a  fet  of  men  more 
ready  to  oppofe  the  tyrannic  rulers 
of  France,  or  more  willing  to  repel 
their  attacks,  than  thofe  men  whom 
he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent. 

Lord  Carvsford  cordially  con- 
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curred  in  the  fentiments  of  the  ad¬ 
drefs  :  the  French  fyftem  was  fet  up 
for  the  annoyance  of  Europe,  and 
Europe  could  bear  witnefs,  to  the 
moderation  and  juftice  of  our  caufe. 
Our  refifiance  was  pointed  againft 
the  exorbitant  pretenfions  of  the 
enemy;  and  it  was  in  unifon  with  the 
principles  upon  which  we  had  adfed 
from  the  beginning,  as  we  had  uni¬ 
formly  declared,  that  whatever  form 
their  government  might  afiume  we 
would  not  decline  entering  into 
any  negotiation  confident  with  the 
honour  and  fecurity  of  this  king- 
dom.  To  this  pledge  we  ftridtly 
had  adhered ;  and  the  fyftem  of 
moderation  upon  which  we  had 
proceeded  fhould  unite  all  men  of 
every  defcription  in  a  cordial  and 
vigorous  defence  of  our  laws,  rights, 
and  conftitution.  Such  an  unani¬ 
mous  co-operation  would  have  the 
double  good  effedt  of  filencing  the 
calumnies  which  were  circulated 
abroad  by  the  enemy,  and  of  re¬ 
viving  ourfpirits  at  home,  if  indeed 
they  were  permitted  to  droop. — 
There  was  nothing  in  our  fituation 
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to  excite  defpair;  and  whence  could 
it  a  rile  ?  from  the  empty  threats 
held  out  againft  us  by  the  French? 
We  had  tried  their  ftrength  in  many 
conflicts,  and  the  trials  were  crown¬ 
ed  with  complete  fuccefs.  France 
had  afpired  to  imiverfal  dominion, 
but  their  attempts  had  always  been 
reprefiM  by  the  valour  of  this 
country.  One  circumftance,  it 
was  true,  feemed  to  juftify  our 
alarms  for  the  continuance  of  the 
war — it  was  an  unproductive  con- 
teft:  we  had  much  to  lofe,  and  no¬ 
thing  to  gain  ;  nor  could  we  expeCt 
to  make  ant  fuccefsful  impreifion 
on  the  enemy’s  territories  5  but  we 
had  already  conquered  all  their 
foreign  pofieffions,  though  any  at¬ 
tempt  on  France  herfelf  was  not 
likely  to  fucceed  :  and  any  on  their 
part  refpeCting  aninvafion  of  Eng¬ 
land  would  prove  equally  impo¬ 
tent  and  ineffectual.  He  was  forry 
to  fee  that  Ireland  was  in  a  diffe¬ 
rent  fituation  ;  but  notwithftanding 
its  prefent  difturbances,  and  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  French,  he  was  fatis- 

fied  they  would  meet  with  the  fame 
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reception  as  on  a  former  occafion, 
if  thev  endeavoured  to  land  there. 
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He  exprelfed  his  withes  that  the 
houfe  would  carry  to  the  throne 
full  and  forcible  affurances  of  their 
united  determination  to  exert  the 
vigour,  and  call  forth  the  resources 
of  a  country,  not  to  be  equalled  by 
any  other  nation  in  Europe. 

Dr.  Lawrence,  in  a  long  and  ela¬ 
borate  fpeech,  blamed  the  mini- 
fter  for  having  offered  fo  much  to 
the  French  as  the  price  of  peace.  If 
the  direHorv  had  accepted  the  terms 
which  were  offered,  in  what  a  fitua¬ 
tion  (he  faid)  Ihould  we  now  have 
been  !  Had  our  projeCt  of  a  defini¬ 
tive  treaty  been  then  ftgned,  how 
fiiould  we  now  have  ftood?  Did 
*they  not  (till  profefs  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples  which  wefo often  pronounced 


HISTORY.,  /  31 

fatal  to  all  regular  efiablifhments  ? 
did  they  not  uniformly  aCt  upon 
them  ?  were  they  not  as  ready  as 
ever  to  pour  forth  their  hordes,  ro 
propagate  them  with  the  bayonet 
through  every  other  nation  ?  Had 
the  negotiation  fucceeded  fiiould  we 
not  now  have  been  left  upon  the 
good  faith  of  a  power  which  never 
had  regarded  any  compaCI,  any  ob¬ 
ligation,  any  public  law  of  Europe? 

No  peace  with  men  of  fuch  opi¬ 
nions  could  be  fecuretill  thev  knew 
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that  we  had  the  ability  to  refift  and 
avenge  every  infringement  of  it ; 
nor  was  that  ability  to  be  difplayed 
by  a  pafiive  fyftem  of  defence,  but 
by  purfuing  the  war  with  fpirit  and 
refolution. 

It  had  been  faid  thiat  we  had  bet¬ 
ter  give  up  for  ever  the  right  of 
fearching  neutral  veffels,  and  make 
that  conceflion  the  ground  of  a  new 
defen  five  league,  than  wait  to  have 
it  extraCled  from  us.  But  the  day 
in  which  any  fuch  treaty  fiiould  be 
figned  would  be  fatal  to  England, 
It  was  to  our  naval  power  that  we 
owed  the  rank  which  we  held  as  a 
nation  our  maritime  fuperiority 
which  had  hitherto  enabled  us  to 
maintain  the  balance  of  European 
power,  not  to  alarm  and  fub jugate 
other  kingdoms,  but  for  the  pre- 
fervation  and  general  benefit  of  all. 
If  once  we  g^ive  up  the  clear  un¬ 
doubted  right,  which  even  America 
in  her  prefent  difpute  with  France 
had  recognifed,  of  flopping  and 
fearching  the  vefiels  of  countries  in 
peace  with  us,  our  naval  force 
would  have  little  againft  which  it 
could  operate  in  any  future  war. 
An  enemy7  unable  to  meet  us  in 
arms  on  the  ocean,  bv  furrenderingr 
his  navigation,  might  fecure  his 
whole  commerce  in  neutral  fiiips 
from  our  victorious  force;  and  it 
was  chiefly  by  diftrefting  his  com¬ 
merce  that  a  naval  power  could  fo 
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ad!  as  to  compel  a  peace.  It  was 
thus  by  the  treaty  ofAixla  Chapelle, 
Louis  the  XV.  was  contented  to  re- 
ftoreall  his  conquefts  that  he  might 
be  releafed  from  the  pretfure  of  our 
maritime  power  on  the  trade  of  his 
kingdom.  Dr.  Lawrence  faid,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  houfe  and  the  nation  to 
the  danger  which  lurked  under  the 
fpecious  language  of  “  the  freedom 
of  the  feas,”  which  we  had  been  re¬ 
commended  to  acknowledge,  as  if 
the  right  which  we  had  invariably 
exercifed  was  an  ad!  of  ufurpatioa 
and  injuftice.  There  was  one  point 
more  which  he  thought  it  proper  to 
notice  ;  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  had  called  his  majefty’s 
title  of  king  of  France  a  harm- 
lefs  feather.  In  his  own  opinion, 
no  ancient  dignity7,  which  for  fo 
many  centuries  had  died  luftre  on 
the  Englidi  crown,  ought  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  mere  light  unfubfrantial 
ornament.  If  we  fuffered  that 
feather  to  be  plucked,  he  feared 
that  three  other  feathers,  which  were 
nearly  conned!ed  with  the  crown, 
would  foon  follow.  A  great  na¬ 
tion  could  never  fafely  fubmit  to 
be  difgraced.  He  w idled  the  houfe 
to  recoiled!  the  time  when  that  title 
was  firft  ufed ;  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  then  it  was  that  we 
had  the  firft  full  regular  record 
of  the  proceedings  in  parliament. 
Whether  it  was  from  the  peculiar 
favour  of  Providence  that  we  might 
have  always  before  us  an  example 
to  fix  our  wavering  courage  in  mo- 
ments  of  terror ;  but  fo  the  fad!  was, 
that  the  fird  conferences  of  the  two 
houfes,  which  appear  upon  the  rolls, 
are  of  that  epoch,  and  exhibit  a 
dtuation  of  the  country  far  iefs 
favourable  than  the  prefect  in  every 
thing  but  the  fpirit  of  Englidimen. 
Allowing  for  the  relative  value  of 
money,  much  larger  fums  had  then 


been  fpent  in  gaining  the  princes 
and  dates  of  the  Netherland  to  our 
fide  than  in  the  prefent  war ;  yet 
no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the 
allies  whom  we  had  fo  gained.  No 
effedhial  aid  was  derived  from  their 
co-operation, and,  in  fad! , they  foon 
after  defected  us.  Commerce  we 
had  none;  our  revenue  was  not  to 
be  mentioned  ;  then,  as  now,  we 
were  obliged  to  refort  to  an  iffue  of 
foreign  coin,  to  lupply  our  circula¬ 
tion.  We  had  fcarcely  any  fpecie 
of  our  own.  We  had  acquired 
nothing  from  the  enemy  ;  we  had 
loft  our  natural  dominion  of  the 
fea,  our  coads  were  infulted  and 
plundered.  Harwich  had  been  fet 
on  fire,  the  Ide  of  Thanet,  Folk- 
done,  and  Dover,  had  fuffered  more 
lightly,  Ha  dings  more  feverely. 
Southampton  had  been  burnt  to  the 
ground  :  a  great  part  of  Plymouth, 
with  all  the  great  {hips  in  that  har¬ 
bour,  diared  the  fame  fate  ;  and  the 
Ide  of  Jerfey  had  been  conquered 
(as  the  records  of  the  houfe  con- 
feffed)  to  the  great  dander  of  the 
land.  Within  our  own  idand,  the 
Scots,  not  as  now  united  to  us,  but 
the  faft  allies  of  our  enemies,  were 
threatening  our  borders,  whilft  in 
many  of,  our  counties  and  cities 
exifled  a  delperate  knot  of  confpi- 
rators,  bound  together  by  oath,  upon 
the  firft  intelligence  of  thofe  difaf- 
ters  which  they  widied  to  their 
country,  to  rife  in  a  general  infur- 
redtion  to  rob  and  madacre  their 
peaceable  neighbours.  What  then 
was  the  conduct  of  parliament? 
the  commons  refolved  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  had  fufticient  power  to 
proted!  the  internal  peace  of  the 
land ;  they  propofed  methods  of 
external  defence;  they  agreed  in  the 
necedity  of  a  large  fupply,  and 
they  declared  their  own  good  will 
to  grant  what  the  exigencies  of  the 
date 'demanded.  But  to  give  greater 
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efredt  to  the  meafure,  they  adviled 
that  another  parliament  Should  be 
fummoned,  and  promifed  on  their 
loyalty  to  retire  each  into  his  own 
country,  and  there  life  all  their  in¬ 
fluence  to  bring  up  the  public  mind 
to  the  exigences  of  the  prefent  fit  na¬ 
tion.  And  what  was  the  remit? 
to  rat  was  the  conclusion  of  a  war 
of  twenty  years  ?  a  peace  dictated 
by  Edward  as  he  was  marching  back 
from  the  liege  of  Paris.  Upon  that 
glorious  example  Englishmen  Should 
fix  their  eyes,  gaze,  till  they  kindled 
into  the  zeal  and  intrepidity  which 
glowed  in  the .  hearts,  and  distin¬ 
guished  the  conduct,  of  our  ancef- 
tors.  What  would  be  the  event  of 
our  prefent  conteSl  was  only  known 
to  that  Being  who  fees  every  thing 
in  their  Shift  caufes  and  ultimate 
confequences.  It  was  our  part  to 
difcharge  our  dutv  with  fortitude 
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in  obedience  to  his  moral  law  ;  and 
what  that  duty  was  no  man  could 
.heSitate  to  pronounce — danger  with 
glorv,  or  ruin  with  difgrace.  He 
concluded  by  pointing  out  to  the 
honourable  baronet,  who  moved 
the  amendment,  his  total  want  of 
fupport,  and  joined  in  the  requefh 
which  had  already  been  made  to 
him,  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  faid,  that  he 
coincided  in  regretting  an  amend¬ 
ment  had  been  propofed,  and  wiflied 
that  nothing  had  been  faid  expref- 
five  of  a  want  of  unanimity.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  with  this 
exception  ail  aSfgnted  to  the  addrefs, 
though  with  different  views.  For 
hiynfelf,  he  mu  ft  fay,  that  he  could 
not  lament  that  the  negotiation  had 
been  commenced,  nor  rejoice  that 
it  was  broken  off ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  Sincerely  regretted  with  the 
king’s  minifter,  and  the  people  at 
large,  that  it  had  fuch  an  unpro- 
fperous  ift'ue.  So  far  from  rejoicing 
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at  the  obftinate  temper  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  he  thought  it  matter  of  Serious 
concern;  and  he  looked  out  with 
anxiety  to  the  time,  when,  under 
the  influence  of  returning  reafon, 
the  French  nation  would  negotiate 
with  an  earned:  delire  of  that  peace 
which  was.  itili  more  neceflary  to 
them  than  to  ourfelves.  In  the 
meantime  he  would  tell  the  people 
that  they  muft  content  themfelves 
to  bear  considerable  burdens,  be- 
canfe  all  they  poSTefled,  and  all  that 
was  valuable-  to  them  in  life,  was 
at  Slake;  that  as  the  conduct  of 
the  enemy  proclaimed  that  the 
failure  of  the  negotiation  proceeded 
not  from  the  king’s  ministers,  but 
their  own  ambition,  Englishmen 
Should  feel  the  neceffity  of  co miner 
forward  to  preferve  their  conftitu- 
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tion,  Sliould  reflect  on  what  their 
happinefs  depended  ;  and  to  fecure 
thofe  object-,  thou  Id  join  hand  and 
heart  together,  proclaiming  to  the 
world,  that  however  divided  before, 
they  would  unite  for  general  fafety. 
Of  this  univerfal  harmony  of  femi- 
ment  he  thought  the  unanimity  of 
that  night  a  happy  omen,  and  he 
hoped  the  honourable  baronet  would 
withdraw  his  amendment,  in  order 
to  give  that  beginning  its  full  force. 

.  Sir  John  Sinclair  faid,  that  he  had 
not  propofed' it  without  due  consi¬ 
deration,  but  he  Candidly  confeSTcd 
he  was  not  infenfible  to  the  weight 
of  the  arguments  he  had  juft  heard. 
He  Sincerely  wished  for  unanimity, 
•and  aSTured  the  houfe  that  he  was 
willing  to  facrifice  not  only  his  opi¬ 
nion,  but  any  thing  elfe  which  he 
poSfeSTed,  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country;  and  would  therefore  cheer¬ 
fully  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  amendment  was  then  with¬ 
drawn,  and  the  addrefs  palled  nem. 
con. 
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Bill  for  refraining  the  Payment  of  Cafli  at  the  Bank  continued.  Produce  of 
the  Taxes  for  1797.  Army  Efimates  and  Supplies  for  1798.  Account  of  the 
firjl  Budget  and  the  IP  ays  and  JMeans.  Treble  AJfeJfment  Bill.  The  Outline 
of  it  as  puffed  into  a  Law.  Debates  upon  it.  The  Reflation  agreed  to. 
Read  a  firjl  time .  Debates  on  the  fecond  reading — On  the  third  reading. 
Introduced  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords ,  and  paffed.  Debate  on  Mr.  Nicholas 
Motion ,  that  the  Salaries  of  certain  Offices  fall  be  applied  towards  carrying 
on  the  War .  Mr.  Coked  Motion  for  limiting  the  Fees  of  the  Tellers  of  the 
Exchequer  for  a  certain  time — rejeded. 


IF  the  political  bufinefs  of  the 
feffion  was  little  interefting  and 
little  important,  the  magnitude  of 
the  details  refpedling  the  national 
finances  have  amplv  compenfatqd 
for  this  deficiency.  The  year  1798 
mav  be  conlidered  as  the  termina- 
tion  of  the  funding  fyftem  in  this 
country  ;  a  fyftem  which  was  now 
found  inadequate  to  the  emergencies 
of- the  times,  and  could  no  longer 
fu  p  po  r  1 1  h  e  enor  m  ou  s  weight  w  h  i  ch , 
without  a  new  plan  of  political 
economy,  it  would  have  been  ne- 
ceffary  to  lay  upon  it. 

Nov.  15.  The  firft  financial  mea- 
fure  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  this  feffion,  was  a  motion  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  continuing  the  reftric- 
tion  upon  the  bank,  which  had  been 
laid  in  the  preceding  feffion  by  an 
a<ft,  intituled  “  An  ad  for  confirm¬ 
ing  and  continuing,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  reftridion  contained  in 
the  minute  of  council  of  the  26th 
of  February,  1797.”  He  pointed 
out  many  obvious  circnmftances 
which  rendered  the  adoption  of  this 
meafure  neceffiary.  Mr.  Huffey, 
in  a  fubfequent  ftage  of  the  bill, 
contended  againft.  the  neceffity  of 
the  reftraint  which  had-  been  laid 
upon  the  bank,  with  refped  to  pay¬ 
ments  in  fpecie,  and  urged  ffiverai 


arguments  to  prove  the  prefent 
meafure  to  be  replete  with  the  moft 
dangerous  confequences,  and  could 
by  no  means  reconcile  to  his  mind 
the  idea  of  continuing  the  reftric- 
tion  to  the  extent  of  time  proposed, 
one  month  after  the  clofe  of  the 
prefent  war.  The  minifter  replied, 
that,  though  by  the  bill  the  reftric- 
tion  was  nominally  continued  dur¬ 
ing  the  war,  ftill  it  empowered  the 
bank,  at  any  intermediate  period,  to 
refume  its  payments  in  cafli,  by 
communicating  its  intention  to  the 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  giving  one  month’s  notice.  It 
was  lie  cellar  y,  he  faid,  to  hold  out 
to  the  enemy,  that  the  country  was 
prepared  to  meet  all  the  efforts  of 
defperation  ;  but  it  did  not  follow 
that  the  reftri&ion  would  be  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  whole  war.  The 
Bill  afterwards  went  through  the 
feveral  flakes  in  both  houfes  with 

o 

little  further  oppofition,  and  was 
paffed  into  a  law. 

Previous  to  the  accuftomed  de¬ 
tail  of  the  fupplies,  and  ways  and 
means,  for  1798,  the  reader  will 
probably  not  bedifplealed  with  the 
following  ftatement  of  the  total  a- 
mount  of  cuftoms,  excile,  ftamps, 
and  duties,  for  one  year,  ending 
the  10th  of  O&ober,  1797?  which 
were  laid  before  the  houfe  : 

Cuftoms, 
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Onfioms,  excife,  and  ftamps 
Incidents  ^ 

Duties  impofed  in  1 793  -  - 

Ditto  in  1794  -  - 

Ditto  in  1795  -  - 

Ditto  in  1796  -  - 

Ditto  in  1797  -  - 


£■ 

1,83  1,606 
209,101 
9 1 4,241 
1,152,626 
1,096,990 
760,044 


Total  -  -  £.  17,473,638 


The  total  charge  on  the  confolidated  fund  for  one  quarter, 
ending  10th  of  October,  1797,  was  -  -  -  -  - 

Surplus  of  ditto  for  the  fame,  was  ------- 


4,304,838 
857, toi 


£.  5,161,939 


On  the  20th  of  November,  the 
houfe  having  formed  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  fupply,  the  fecretary 
at  war  moved  the  ufual  refolutions 
on  the  army  eftimates.  A  charge, 
he  faid,  had  taken  place  this  year. 
Upon  feveral  articles  which  was  not 
proportional  to  the  articles  them- 
felves.  This  circumftance  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  increafe  of  pay  voted 
to  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  the 
preceding  year,  which  had  created 
an  obvious  increafe  of  expenfe. 
Notwithftanding  this  increafe  on 
the  face  of  the  eftimate,  he  was 
happy  to  hate  to  the  houfe,  that, 
compared  with  the  eftimate  of  laft 
year,  there  was  in  the  fum  total  a 
faving  of  about  652,0001.  But  to 
afcertain  the  real  difference  of  the 
expenfe  of  laft  year  and  the  prefent, 
it  was  neceffary  to  take  out  of  the 
eftimate  that  fum  which  was  clafted 
laft  year  among  the  army  extraordi¬ 
naries  :  this  fum  was  300,0001.  fo 
that  the  difference  of  the  eftimate 
amounted  to  952,000!.  This  was 
not  all ;  another  change  had  taken 

O 

place,  arifing  out  of  the  increafe  of 
pay  laft  year.  Troops  on  foreign 
ftations  were  furnifhed  bv  govern¬ 
ment  with  provisions,  and  on  this 
account  2d  per  day  for  each  man 


was  flopped,  in  confequence  of  the 
new  regulation  of  pay.  This  fum 
might  be  fuppofed  to  be  ioo,oool.  ; 
making  in  all,  with  the  former  two 
articles  of  652,000  and  300,000/, 
a  faving  of  above  one  million. 

The  whole  of  the  regular  force, 
he  faid,  would  amount  to  78,627 
men.  Thefe  confided  of  guards 
and  garrifons,  that  is,  the  regular 
forces  in  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Ifles  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,  which 
amounted  to  48,609  men,  and  of 
the  troops  in  the  plantations,  in¬ 
cluding  ail  other  regular  force,  ex¬ 
cept  that  in  Ireland  and  the  Eaft 
Indies,  amounting  to  30,018  men. 
The  militia  and  fencibles  had  been 
a  little  reduced,  and  amounted  to 
about  55,291  men.  The  fencible 
cavalry  would  bear  fome  reduction, 
as  feveral  of  them  had  been  fent  to 
Ireland;  thefe,  however,  amounted 
to  about  6911  men,  making  in  all, 
of  regular  and  irregular  force, 
140,829  men. 

In  confequence  of  the  fuggefiion 
of  the  committee  of  finance,  it  was 
propofed  to  change  the  fees  which 
had  been  hitherto  received  into  fixed 
falaties.  For  Ins  own  parr,  how¬ 
ever,  he  doubted  whether  this  would 
be  a  real  advantage  to  the  public. 

C  2  It 


It  had  been  falfely  reprefented,  as  if 
the  fees  at  prefent  amounted  to  a 
permanent  and  regular  fum.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  more  erroneous. 
They  depended  upon  peace  or  war, 
and  varied  even  during  the  years  of 
war.  The  fecretary  concluded  with 
moving  the  firft  refolution,  reiati  ?e 
to  the  amount  of  the  troops  under 
the  denomination  of.  guards  and 
garrifons.  Upon  this  quedion, 
general  Fitzpatrick  arofe'  and  fug- 
geded  a  material  alteration  in  the 
mode  of  recruiting  the  army.  It 
had  often  been  obTerved,  he  faid, 
thatin  this  country,  where  we  boaded 
of  fo  high  a  degree  of  liberty,  the 
condition  of  the  foldier  was  worfe 
than  in  any  other  place  in  Europe. 
Here  the  foldier  was  bound  fo  ferve 
for  life.  In  other  parts  of  Europe 
the  fervice  was  limited.  He  urged 
feveral  reafons  why  the  period  of 
fervice  fhould  be  fixed,  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  which  was  humanity,  as  it 


was  well  known  that  men  were  too 
frequently  entrapped  into  the  fer¬ 
vice.  This  idea  was  not  new;  he 
had  voted  for  fucha  meafure  twenty 
years  ago,  when  brought  forward 
by  colonel  Barre,  and  then  the 
period  of  fervice  was  fixed  at  fix 
years :  if  that  bill  had  then  paffed, 
the  nation  would  now  have  felt  an 
additional  fecurity  in  knowing  that 
there  were  fpread  over  the  country 
a  large  body  of  men  accudomed  to 
the  ufe  of  arms. 

The  fecretary  at  war  obje&ed 
drongly  to  the  meafure  thus  pro- 
pofed  by  the  hoo.  general ;  and  the 
feveral  refolutions  of  fupply  were 
then  moved  and  carried. 

The  houfe  again  formed  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  fupply  on  the 
22(1  of  November,  when  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  moved  the 
following  refolutions  for  the  enfuing 
year,  viz.  That  there  be  voted 


For  the  civil  efhiblifhment  of  Canada 

For  Nova  Scotia  -  -  - 

For  New  Brunfwick  - 

For  the  Ifland  of  St.  John 

For  Cape  Breton  - 

For  Newfoundland  - 

For  Bermudas  - 

For  the  Bahama  Iflauds  - 

For  Dominica  - 

For  New  South  Wales  - 

For  the  differing  clergv  and  laitv  of  France 

o  ov  - 


/• 

7>I5° 
5?9 1 5 


1,900 
1,840 
1,232 
580 
4,  r  00 
600 


1 


For  penfions  and  allowances  to  the  American  royalids  - 
For  fecret  fervice  abroad  ------- 

For  bills  that  are  or  may  become  due  for  the  fettlement  of  New 
South  Wales  -------- 

For  maintaining  convifts  at  home'  - 
For  bills  on  Douglas  harbour  -  - 


44,000 
1 50,000 

_)  0,000 

33,525 

.  2,500 


On  the  24th  of  November,  Mr. 
Pht  introduced  what  may  be  called 
his  firji  budget ,  ,  for  in  April  he 
brought  up  another.  lie  dated  to 

£3  I 

the  committee  the  general  outline 


of  the  meafures  which  he  propofed 
as  the  foundation  for  railing  the 
funplies,  and  for  meeting  the  exi¬ 
gences  of  the  enfuing  year.  As 
the  principle  of  that  part  of  the 

intended 
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intended  plan  to  which  he  was  mod: 
defirous  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  committee  was  new  in  the 
financial  operations  of  this  country, 
at  lead:  for  more  than  a  century,  he 
d;J  not  then  call  for  a  decifion  upon 
thebufinefs,  but  went  fully  into  an 
explanation  of  it.  The  queftion 
was,  by  what  means  the  houfe  was 
to  provide  for  the  annual  expenses 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  enable  the 
country  fuccefsfully  to  refill  the' 
avowed  intentions  of  an  arrogant 
foe  to  dedroy  its  liberties  and  con- 
ditution,  to  cut  off  the  fonrces  of 
its  wealth,  its  independence,  and 
glory?  The  houfe,  in  pledging  it- 
ielf  to  fupport  the  honour  and  in- 
tereft  of  the  country  at  every  hazard, 
had  adted  from  the  dictates,  of  fober 
reflection,  and  fpoken  the  language 
of  indignant  feeling.  He  then 
Rated,  under  the  ufual  heads,  the 
amount  of  the  fupplies  which  would 
be  required.  He  began  with  the 
fums  which  would  be  neceflary  for 
the  fervice  of  the  navy.  There  had 
already  been  voted  for  this  branch 
the  film  of  12,539,000!.;  and  the 
eflimates  for  the  prefent  year  had 
been  made  out  in  a  new  form,  in¬ 
tended,  with  more  corredtnefs  than 
formerly,  to  prefent  a  full  view  of 
the  expe'nfe  that  would  be  neceflary. 
Inftead  of  the  former  allowance  of 
4I.  per  month,  which  was  found  to 
be  inadequate,  the  full  expenfe  had 
been  taken  into  view.  But  even  in 
their  prefent  fhape  the  eftimates 
were  not  to  be.conlidered  as  fo  ac¬ 
curate  as  to  exclude  the  pofli bility 
of  any  excefs.  Befides  the  above- 
mentioned  fum,  there  was  a  navy 
debt,  owing  to  the  excefs  of  the 
preceding  year  above  the  eftimate, 
amounting  to  three  millions.  This, 
however,  formed  no  part  of  the 
expenfe  for  which  it  was  then  ne- 
ceflary  to  make  51  cafh  providon. 
It  would  only  be  requiflte  to  pro¬ 


vide  a  fum  equal  to  the  into  red ; 
and  in  the  then  date  of  the  funds, 
that  providon  could  not  be  calcu¬ 
lated  at  lets  than  250,000!.  By  a 
regulation  adopted  the  year  before, 
to  prevent  the  depreciation  of  navy 
and  exchequer  bills,  by  providing 
that  the  period  of  payment  diould 
never  be  very  diftant  from  their 
date,  there  would  be  on  their 
monthly  iflue  01500,000!.  a  floating 
debt  of  1,500,000!.  to  be  funded, 
aridng  out  of  the  excefs  of  the 
edimates  for  the  year  1787.  There 
would  iikewife  be  a  fbnilar  fum  of 
1,^00, oool.  falling  due  in  the  year 
1799  ;  but  for  thefe  no  cafh  pro¬ 
vision  was  neceflary,  nor  were  they 
included  in  the  fupplies  to  be 
railed.  The  fum  of  12,539,000!. 
was  all  that  entered  into  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  'fupplies  under  this 
branch  for  the  enfuing  year. 

The  expenfe  for  the  army,  ex- 
cepting  only  barracks  and  extraor¬ 
dinaries,  had  likewife  been  voted. 
This  article  he  took  at  four  mil¬ 
lions,  befides  the  vote  of  credit,  mak¬ 
ing  an  excefs  of  about  1,300,00©!. 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  The  ac¬ 
count  of  the  extraordinaries  was 
taken  at  2,500,000!.  The'  charge 
under  the  head  of  barracks  was 
edimated  at  400,000!.  The  ex¬ 
penfe  of  guards  and  garrifons,  and 
the  general  articles  included  under 
this  head,  had  already  been  voted, 
amounting  to  io,ii2,oool.  The 
ordnance,  he  faid,  might  be  taken 
at  1,300,0001."  and  the  various  ar¬ 
ticles  of  mifcellaneous  fervice  at 
673,000!.  There  remained  only 
two  articles  to  be  noticed,  the  fum 
of  200,00  1.  appropi  kited  for  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  and 
about  68o,oool.  arifing  from  defi- 
clences  of  grants.  From  the  whole 
then,  it  appeared,  that,  the  fum  no  w 
to  be  provided  for  was  about  /wwwy- 
five  mill  ions  ara  a  half.  Suppofmg 
<J  3  the 
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the  ftatements  of  the  expenfe  of 
the  army  and  navy  to  be  correct, 
there  would  be  a  recutftion  on  thefe 
branches  to  the  extent  of  two  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half;  and  including  the 
reduction  on  the  head  of  extra¬ 
ordinaries,  the  favings  upon  the 
whole  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
6, 700, cool.  But  notwithftand.ing 
this  diminu'-ion  there  ilill  remain¬ 
ed  the  above  mentioned  fum  of 
25, 500,000!.  to  be  provided  for,  as 
th.eJup.pHes  of  the  enjuing  year.  He 
then  proceeded  to  hate  the  ufual 
articles  which  compofed  part  of  the 
annual  *ways  And  means.  Thefe 
were  the  growing  produce  of  the 
confoljdated  fund,  and  the  land  and 
malt.  The  former  he  took  along 
with  the  lottery,  at  fo  very  fmall  a 
fum  as  700,000!.  ;  making,  withthe 
land  and  malt,  the  fum  of  three  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half.  There  then  re¬ 
mained  the  fum  of  twenty-two 
millions  to  be  fupplied  by  feme 
other  means.  After  'cu'nfidering 
the  burdens  which  had  already 
been  impofed  upon  the  people,  and 
the  fums  which  had  been  added  to 
the  national  debt,  it  would  „be 
found  to  be  no  light  matter  to  raife 
fuch  a  fum.  In  the  hr  ft  place, 
however,  the  bank  would  agree  to 
advance  qn  exchequer  bills,  to  be 
repaid  at  fhdrt  periods,  the  fum  of 
three  millions.  According  to  the 
received  fyftem  of  our  finances, 
the  ordinary  mode  of  providing  for 
the  remaining  19  millions  of  the 
fupplies  would  be  by  a  loan.  But  in 
lien  of  this  he  fhould  propofe  a 
new  mode  ;  namely,  that  of  railing, 
by  a  general  tax,  feven  millions  of 
this  fum  within  the  year.  The 
other  twelve  millions,  he  faid,  he 
fhould  propofe  to  railp  by  the  ufual 
wav  of  loam. 

It  had  been  underftood  for  a 
conliderable  time  that  a  great  in¬ 
ert  afe  of  the  affefed  taxes  was  in 


agitation.  He  then  went  into  a 
long  detail  of  his  intended  plan, 
Thofe  who  contributed  to  the  af- 
ftffed  taxes  compofed  a  number  of 
about  7  or  800,000  houfe-keepers 
and  mafters  of  families,  including 
a  population  of  nearly  four  mil¬ 
lions,  on  whom  the  propofed  fum 
would  be  raifed.  The  number  of 
thofe  who  were  not  included  at  all, 
on  account  of  their  poverty,  he 
eftimated  at  500,000  houfe-keepers 
and  mafters  of  families,  coveiing  a 
population  of  between  two  and 
three  millions. 

The  afTelTed  taxes,  as  far  as  could 
be  afeertained,  amounted  to  about 
2,700,0001.  Therefore  the  propof¬ 
ed  additional  afteffment  would  a- 
mount,  on  the  whole  fum  of  the 
affeffed  taxes,  to  fomething  lefs 
than  a  treble  contribution.  If  he 
had  not  been  deceived  in  the  in¬ 
quiries  he  had  made,  the  greateft 
contribution  would  not  exceed  a 
tenth  of  the  income  of  the  higheft: 
clafs  of  thofe  bv  whom  it  was  to 

J 

be  paid  ;  and  no  man  would  think 
fuch  a  facrifice  too  great  for  fuch  a 
caufe.  To  prevent  evafion,  he 
propofed,  "that  not  future  but  pad 
aftefftnents  fhould  be  made  the- 
bafis  of  the  new  contribution  :  be- 
caufe,  prima facie ,  the  moft  impar¬ 
tial  evidence  that  can  be  obtain¬ 
ed,  of  the  ability  of  each  individual 
to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  ft  ate,  was  the  amount  of  his  ex¬ 
penditure  of  income  before  he  had 
any  temptation  to  lower  it,  in  or¬ 
der  to  elude  taxation.  After  hav¬ 
ing  given  the  outlines  of  his  plan 
for  the  treble  afleffment,  he  advert¬ 
ed  to  the  remaining  fum  of  twelve 
millions,  to  be  raifed  by  loan. 
Four  millions,  he  faid,  might  be 
borrowed  without  making  any  ad- 
ditional  debt,  for  the  finking  fund 
would  pay  that  fum.  * 

For  the  other  eight  millions  he 

propofed 
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propofed  a  different  provifion; 
namely,  that  the  increafed  affeifed 
taxes  he  continued  till  the  princi¬ 
pal  and  interefl  be  completely  dif- 
charged  ;  fo  that  after  feven  mil¬ 
lions  ihould  be  railed  for  the  enfu- 
ing  year,  the  fame  taxes  in  one  year 
more,  with  the  additional  aid  of 
the  finking  fund,  would  pav  off  all 
that  principal  and  intermediate  in¬ 
terefi.  His  propofitions,  therefore, 
if  carried  into  effect,  wouid  not  on¬ 
ly  furnifh  a  current  fupply,  but 
quicken  the  redemption  of  the  na 
tional  debt.  “  This  (he  faid)  would 
fpeak  a  language  to  the  enemy  that, 
by  cooling  the  ardour  of  their  ex¬ 
pectations,  and  flowing  them  the 
abfurdity  of  their  defigns,  wou’d 
afford  the  beft  chance  of  fhorten- 
ing  the  duration  of  the  war,  and  of 
lefTenino  the  duration  and  weight 
of  our  taxes.”  He  acquiefced  in 


what  had  fo  often  been  laid,  that 
it  would  have  been  fortunate  if  the 
practice  of  funding  had  never  been  in¬ 
troduced  ;  and,  that  it  was  not  ter¬ 
minated,  was  much  to  be  lamented; 
but  if  the  dation  was  arrived  at  a 
moment  which  required  a  change 
of  fyflem,  it  was  fome  encourage¬ 
ment  for  the  people  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  benefits,  which  on  all  form¬ 
er  occafions  had  been  unknown, 
becaufe  the  means  of  obtaining 
them  had  been  negleCted.  Pie  con- 
chided  with  moving,  u  That  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  that  there  fliould  be  paid  a  duty, 
not  exceeding  treble  the  amount  of 
the  duties  impofed  by  feveral  aCts 
of  parliament  now  in  force,  on 
houfes  and  windows,  &c.  &c.” 

For  the  fake  of  perfpicuity,  the 
following  recapitulation  is  given  of 
Mr.  Pitt’s  calculations. 


Supplies. 


Navv  - 
Army  - 
O  rdnance 

Mifcellaneous  fervices 
Reduction  of  debt 
Deficiency  of  grants 


£- 

-  -  12,539,000 

10  1 12,000 
1,291,000 
674,000 

-  -  200,000 

680,.  00 

Total  -  ^.25,496,000 


Ways  and  Means. 

Growing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund 
Land  and  malt  -  - 

Exchequer  bills  -  -  -  -  '  - 

New  loan  ------- 

Increafe  on  affeffed  taxes  - 


£■ 

750,000 
2,750,000 
3,000,000 
12,000,000 
7,000,0c  O 


Total  -  ^.15,500,000 


Mr.  Tierney  rofe,  and  declared, 
that  after  having  heard  the  fpeech 
juft  made  by  the  chancellor  of  the 


exchequer,  he  could  never  again 
face  Pis  conftituents  with  confi¬ 
dence,  if,  by  remaining  filent,  he 
•  C  4  gave 
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gave  it  any  fort  of  countenance. 
He  trufted  that  the  minifter  was 
now  become  fen  fib le  of  his  former 
inaccuracies.  He  had  ftated  in  the 
preceding  feffion,  that  the  new 
fources  of  fupplv  he  then  propofed 
would  not  only  make  up  for  for¬ 
mer  deficiences,  but  would  amply 
meet  the  expenfes  of  the  current 
year  ;  and  yet  the  ifluing  of  navy 
bills ,  one  part  of  his  plan,  had  in- 
creafed  the  calculation  one  million 
and  a  half :  he  had  propofed  five 
millions  for  the  exiraordinanes  of 
the  navy,  and  yet  with  this  fum 
voted,  which  he  con  fid  ere  d  as  a 
moth  ample  fupply,  it  now  appear¬ 
ed  that  he  had  formed  erroneous 
calculations,  to  the  amount  of  three 
millions;  for  the  expenfes  of  the 
navy'  had  exceeded  the  eftimate  to 
the  extent  of  that  fum.  He  oppof- 
ed  the  miniiter’s  propofal  of  the 
bank’s  advancing  three  millions,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  he  had  oppoied 
the  meafure  lately  adopted  by  the 
houfe,  for  continuing  the  bank¬ 
ruptcy  of  the  bank.  He  vvifr  ed  to 
be  fatisfied  upon  what 'grounds  the 
bank  refufed  the  people  payment  in 
fpecie,  wliilft  at  the  fame  time-  it 
increafed  its  advances  to  govern¬ 
ment.  The  prefentuneafure  would 
©c canon  an  emiffion  of  paper  to  a 
conftderable  increafed  extent;  and 
he  was  afraid  it  would  have  this 
tendency,  that  k  would  be  expected 
or  the  bank  to  advance  ftili  more 
and  more,  whenever  future  de¬ 
mands  were  made  upon  it. 

With  regard  to  the  meafure  of 
railing  feven  millions  towards  the 
luppiv,  by  additional  taxes  within 
the  year,  he  contended  that  it 
would  have  an  effect  upon  the  ene¬ 
my,  very  different  from  what  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
fuppo fed  in  his  fratement  to  the 
houfe;  for  it  would  ierve  to  (bow 
that  cur  funding  fvitem  was,  in  the 


opinion  even  of  the  minifter,  ap¬ 
proaching  its  end.  They  would 
fee  the  fame  man,  who  had  brought 

his  country  to  the  extremity  of 
•<  * 

ruin,  now  virtually  confeffing  his 
inability  to  pnrfue  former  methods 
of  raking  the  flip  plies,  and  crouch¬ 
ing,  as  it  were,  to  the  bank  to  help 
him  out  of  his  difficulties.  He 
allied,  what  was  to  be  done  in  the 
next  year  of  the  war?  For  with 

r 

the  prefent  adminiftration,  he  held 
it  i.eopoilible  the  country  could 
have  peace:  the  right  honourably 
gentleman  wanted  the  requifites  to 
bring  about  a  peace;  he  wanted 
the  confidence  and  refpebt  not  only 
of  France,  but  of  Europe.  It  was 
impoffible  that  France  could  have 
any  confidence  in  the  pacific  dif- 
pofition  of  the  prefent  cabinet, 
compofed  as  it  was  of  men  avow¬ 
edly  united  by  no  other  bond  of 
union  than  that  of  hatred  to  the 
French  republic.  <4  In  what  con- 
srefs  could  an  Englifh  embaflador 
fit,  deputed  by  the  prefent  admini- 
ftrati.o.n,  which  mu  ft  not  prefent 
to  him  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
courts  which  had  either  infulted, 
deceived,  or  deferted,  his  em¬ 
ployers.” 

Mr.  Nicholls  and  Mr.  Curwen 
alfo  oppofed  the  plan  of  the  mini- 
fter.  The  former  obferved,  that  it 
had  been  (rated  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  in  confequence  of 
his  meafures,  the  number  of  ftock- 
holders  had  been  increafed  all  over 
the  country.  He  allowed  the  truth 
of  that  ftatement ;  but  con.fidered 
it  as  one  of  the  calamities  of  the 
prefent  war,  and  the  funding  fy- 
ftem  by  which  it  had  been  carried 
on,  that  their  number  was  increaf¬ 
ed.  Hence  no  money  could  be 

* 

railed  hv  the  tradefman  for  the 

j 

purpofes  of  his  bufinefs  ;  while  the 
money  borrowed  by  government 
was  enormous  in  amount,  and  bor¬ 
rowed 
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rowed  at  enormous  intereft,  the 
trade  of  the  country  muft  be  ex¬ 
tremely  prejudiced.  In  fact,  there 
was  now  intituled  a  monopoly 
more  fevere,  more  oppreftive  than 
any  monopoly  that  had  ever  pre¬ 
vailed  :  it  was  the  monopoly  of 
borrowing,  entirely  veiled  in  the 
hands  of  government.  He  took 
this  opportunity  of  giving  notice 
to  the  houfe,  that  if  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  fhould  perfevere 
in  his  prefent  plan,  he  would  here¬ 
after  make  a  motion,  for  compel¬ 
ling  placemen  and  penfioners  to  bear  a 
very  large  part  of  the  burdens  to  be 
impofed  by  it.  Thofe  gentlemen 
might  recollect  a  refolution  adoot- 
ed  in  the  reign  of  queen  A  vie, 
that  no  placemen  or  penfioner 
fhould  receive  more  than  five  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  a  year  during  the  war. 
He  concluded  by  obferving,  that  if 
the  minifter’s  plan  was  adopted, 
and  feven  millions  were  railed 
within  the  year,  and  feven  millions 
more  within  a  year  and  a  quarter, 
he  was  convinced  the  confeauences 

'  i 

would  be,  that  the  middle  claffes  of 
houfe-keepers  would  be  completely 
crufhed. 

Mr.  Cimven  contended  that  the 
war  was  no  longer  a  war  of  neceffi- 
ty  ;  and  it  became  gentlemen  to 
con  fid er,  whether  as  a  war  of  in¬ 
demnity,  that  indemnity  was  worth 
the  price  at  which  it  was  to  be 
bought.  Peace  without  indemni¬ 
ty,  he  believed,  might  have  been 
obtained  long  before.  It  was  not 
a  war  in  which  Great  Britain  was 
compelled  to  enter  for  any  injury 
fuftained  by  herfelf;  it  was  merely 
on  account  of  her  allies,  the  Dutch, 
and  to  procure  indemnity  for  them, 
that  we  entered  into  the  war. 

Mr.  Dundas  and  Mr.  Vanfttart 
offered  feveral  arguments  to  prove 
that  the  French  had  been  called 
upon  to  ftate  their  terms  $  but  had 


abfolutely  refufed  any  anfwer  to 
our  projet ;  that  it  was  not  any  dif¬ 
ference  about  terms  that  broke  off 
the  negotiations  for  peace,  but  the 
implacable  hatred  of  the  enemy 
againff  this  government; — that  they 
demanded  indeed  that  we  fhould 
begin  by  giving  up  every  thing 
that  we  had  taken  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war,  and  then  they  would  con- 
defcend  to  tell  us  what  more  thev 
had  to  a  Ik. 

The  houfe  having  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  on  the  4th  of 
December,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  ftated  the  particulars  of 
his  plan  for  increafing  the  affeffed 
taxes,  of  which  before  lie  had  onlv 
given  the  outline^  He  began  with 
reminding  the  committee  that  he 
had  ftated  the  product  of  the  affeffed 
taxes  at  prefent  to  be  2,700,000!. 
Some  had  not  been  collected  hither¬ 
to  ;  but  he  believed  that  thev 
would  not  fall  fhort  of  their  efti- 
mate,  which  was  taken  at  6oo,oool. 
Thefe  were  the  additional  affeff-* 
ments  of  the  preceding  fellion,  of 
which  the  actual  returns  had  not 
then  been  made.  He  appriled  the 
committee,  that  the  affeffed  taxes 
confifled  of  two  defcriptions,  which 
deferved  a  feparate  conftderation. 
The  firft  comprehended  the  tax  on 
houfes,  windows,  the  commutation 
tax,  and  the  two  additional  10  per 
cent,  duties  upon  the  amount  of 
thefe;  making  in  all  the  fum  of 
150,000!.  This  was  but  a  fmail 
proportion  of  the  whole  fum  col¬ 
lected  by  the  affeffed  taxes  ;  and  it 
flowed  that  care  had  been  taken  to 
avoid  too  hard  a  preffure  upon 
thofe  whofe  circumftances  would 
not  bear  it.  The  other  defcription 
contained  all  the  fame  charges  up¬ 
on  houfes,  windows,  the  commu¬ 
tation  act,  and  the  20  per  cent,  ad¬ 
ditional  duties;  while  1,300,000k 
was  raifed  upon  male  fervants, 
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horfes,  carriages,  clogs,  and  watches. 
It  was  his  intention,  therefore,  as 
tnefe  were  chiefly  articles  of  luxu- 

J 

ry,  to,  triple  the  duties  upon  the 
latter,  while  he  took  care  to  have 
the  proportions  of  the  former  mo¬ 
dified.  He  next  dated  to  the_com- 
mittee  the  different  proportions  of 
contribution  which  he  propofed  to 
affix  to  the  different  claffes  of  thofe 
houfe- keepers,  who  came  under  his 
firft  defcription,  of  fubfcribing  only 
to  the  houfe,  window,  and  commu¬ 
tation  taxes ;  he  afterwards  dated 
the  different  proportions  of  addi¬ 
tional  affeffment,  which  thofe  were 
to  pay  who  came  under  his  fecond 
defcription,  of  contributing  not  on¬ 
ly  to  the  houfe,  window,  and  com¬ 
mutation  taxes,  but  alfo  to  the 
taxes  raifed  upon  male  fervants, 
horfes,  carriages,  dogs,  and  watches. 

To  detail  at  length  the  hidory  of 


the  various  alterations  which  the 
bill  underwent  in  its  various  dages, 
would  be  tedious  and  unintereding, 
and  would  carry  this  publication 
greatly  beyond  its  ufual  limits.  Let 
it  fuffice,  therefore,  to  fay  that  the 
following  were  the  outlines  of  the 
bill  when  it  was  palled  into  a  law, 
which  were  all  founded  upon  Mr. 
Pitt’s  fird  propofitions  to  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

Perfons  paying  a  defied  taxes  were 
divided  into  three  claffes.  The  fird 
clafs  condded  of  thofe  perfons  pay¬ 
ing  for  male  fervants,  carriages, 
and  horfes,  on  or  before  the  6th  of 
April  1 798,  and  were  to  pay  in  the 
foil  owing  proportions* 

Where  the  old  duties  were  under 
2 3/.  per  annum,  an  additional  duty 
equal  to  three  times  the  prefent  a- 
mount;  that  is  to  fay,  the  addi¬ 
tional  fum  of fmenty-jivc  pounds. 


£•  £■ 

From  25  to  30  per  an.  3 \  times  the  amount. 

From  30  to  40  per  an.  4  ditto. 

From  40  to  50  per  an.  4*  ditto. 

From  50  and  upwards  5  ditto. 


The  fecond  clafs  confided  of  mount  to  one  pound,  the  perfons 
perfons  paying  duties  on  boufes,  were  exempt  from  the  additional 
windows,  dogs,  clocks, and  watches,  duty. 

Where  thefe  taxes  did  not  a- 

Perfons .paying  under  2/.  were  to  pay  an  additional  duty  equal  to  one 
fourth  of  the  prefent  amount. 

Perfons  paying  2 1.  and  under  3/.  one  half  the  prefent  amount. 

Ditto  3/.  and  under  5/.  three  fourths  ditto. 

Ditto  5 /.  and  under  7/.  ion  equal  to  ditto. 

Ditto  7/.  iqs.  and  under  10/.  one  and  a  half  ditto. 

Ditto  10/.  and  under  12 1.  ion  twice  ditto. 

Ditto  ill.  ion  and  under  13/.  twice  and  a  half  ditto. 

Ditto  1 5/.  and  under  20/.  three  times  ditto 

Ditto  20/.  and  under  30/.  three  times  and  a  half  ditto. 

Ditto  30/.  and  under  40/.  four  times  ditto. 

Ditto  40/.  to  36/.  four  tirhes  and  a  half  ditto. 

Ditto  50/.  and  upwards,  five  times  ditto. 


The 


FOREIGN  HI’STORY. 


43 


The  third  clafs  confided  of  per-  amount  of  whofe  lad  afleflrnent  for 
fons  keeping  boarding  fchools  (not  duties  on  houfes,  windows,  dogs, 
lefs  than  ten  -boarders'),  ready-fur-'  clocks  and  watches,  did  not  amount 
nifhed  or  lodging  houfes,  fhops,  to  three  pounds,  were  exempt  from 
and  licenfed  victuallers.  the  additional  duty. 

Thofe  perfons  of  this  clafs,  the 


Where  the  amount  of  fuch  taxes  was.  three  pounds,  and  urlder  five 
pounds,  an  addition  equal  to  one  tenth  of  the  amount. 

£'  s%  »  £'  s% 

io  an  addition  of  one  fifth. 

o  ditto  of  one  fourth. 

IO  ditto  of  one  half. 

o  ditto  of  three  fourths.  '• 

o  ditto  equal  to  the  amount  thereof. 

O  ditto  equal  to  one  and  a  quarter  thereof. 

O  ditto  equal  to  one  and  a  half  thereof . 

an  additional  duty  equai  to  twice  the  prefent 


5 

7 

io 

12 

*5 

20 

a  5 
30 


o  and  under  7 
10  and  under  10 
o  and  under  12 
and  under  1 5 
and  under  20 
and  under  25 
and  under  30 
and  upwards, 


10 
o 
o 
o 
o 

amount. 


To  this  bill  there  was  added  alfo 
a  fcale  of  reduction  of  duties  on 
account  of  income. 

Perfons  whofe  annual  income 
was  lefs  than  60L  upon  proof  there¬ 
of  were  to  be  exempt  from  all  ad¬ 
ditional  duties. 

Perfons  whofe  income  amounted 
to  60/.  and  under  65/.  were  to  pay 
an  additional  duty  of  only  120th 
part  of  fuch  income.  Thofe  whofe 
income  was  100 /.  and  under  105/. 
to  pay  an  additional  duty  of  one 
fortieth  part,  and  fo  on,  in  an  in- 
creafing  ratio,  to  incomes  of  200/. 
per  annum  and  upwards,  which 
were  to  pay  an  addition  equal  to 
the  tenth  part  of  fuch  income.  No 
abatement  of  the  treble  duty  vVas  to 
be  allowed  to  perfons  with  an  in¬ 
come  above  200/.  per  annum,  un- 
lefs  they  made  a  declaration  upon 
oath,  purporting  that  the  charge 
exceeded  one  tenth  of  the  party's 
income  ;  becaute  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  in  Ids  opening  of  the 
bufinefs,  had  declared  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  burden  dn  income  of 
200/.  and  upwards  with  more  than 
an  additional  duty  of  one  tenth  part 
of  fuch  income. 


Pie  effimated  the  amount  of  this 
additional  affeflhnent  at  feven  mil¬ 
lions  ;  and  contended  that  there 
could  not  be  a  plan  which  em¬ 
braced  more  neceflary  abatements, 
allowed  more  juft  and  neceflary  ex¬ 
emptions,  or  which  regulated  the 
proportions  of  wealth, circumftanc^, 
and  (iteration,  with  more  fair  and  e- 
qual  juft  ice.  Thequeftion  was, ought 
we,  or  ought  we  not,  to  encounter 
great  and  extraordinary  difficulties  ■ 
for  the  defence  of  our  country,  the 
preservation  of  our  property,  the 
fafety  of  our  families,  the  fecurity 
of  our  freedom,  and  the  innumer¬ 
able  other  privileges  which  we  en¬ 
joy  ?  We  ought  to  make  any  vo¬ 
luntary  facrifice,  rather  than  fub- 
mit  to  the  infolent  dominion  of  an 
enemy  who  would  exult  in  our  de¬ 
ft  rudfion  ;  we  ought  rather  to  con- 
fent  to  the  lofs  of  our  prefent  eafe, 
and  the  lofs  of  a  part  of  our  pro¬ 
perty,  however  large,  to  enjoy  re- 
pofe  in  future  with  the  remains, 
the  whoie  of  which  would  be  other- 
wife  completely  fwallowed  up. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  which 
en fued  upon  the  introdudiion  of 
the  bill,  Sir  W.  Pulteney  thought 

the 
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the  plan  of  railing  the  fupplies  of 
the  year  within  the  year  was  very 
proper,  and  therefore  declared  him-  ■ 
lei f  ready  to  fnpport  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  as  far  as  it  went.  But  he  was 
afraid  that,  notwithfhanding  every 
modification  that  could  be  iuggeft- 
ed,  there  would  (till  he  a  copfider- 
able  inequality  in  the  operation  of 
the  tax.  There  was  no  doubt  but 
fome  men  of  large  property  fpent 
Jefs  than  men  of  inferior  fortunes, 
and  confequently  would  pay  lefs  to 
this  tax. 

He  was  inclined  to  carry  this 
principle  of  providing  the  whole 
fupply  farther  than  the  right  hon. 
gentleman'  had  done  ;  and  he  was 
fure  that  the  burden  would  be  lefs 
felt  by  the  community  at  large,  if 
the  plan  had  been  formed  upon  a 
larger  fcale.  In  the  hrft  place,  if 
the  whole  fum  'of  twenty-one  mil¬ 
lions  had  been  railed  within  the 
year,  government  would  not  have 
had  occafion  to  borrow  any  money  ; 
and  bv  that  means  individuals 

•  J 

would  have  had  it  more  in  their 
power  to  have  raifed  money  upon 
their  property  than  they  had  then, 
when  the  high  intereft  given  by 
government  precluded  them  from 
borrowing  at  cl,  per  cent,  the  legal 
intereft  of  the  country.  It  was 
well  known  that  the  confequenee 
of  monied  men  obtaining  fuch  large 
intereft  in  the  public  funds  was, 
that  the  country  was  in  a  manner 
drained  of  money.  If  the.  plan  was 
adopted  in  the  extent  he  propertied, 
this  inconvenience  would  be  avoid¬ 
ed,  and  a  great  laving  would  be 
-made;  for  government  now  paid 
8  per  cent,  for  money,  and  that 
expenfe  of  ccurfe  fell  upon  the 
country  at  large.  But  it  mio-ht,  he 
confefled,  with  great  propriety  be 
afked,  what  fecurity  the  public  had, 
lln.t,  after  advancing  io  large  a  fum 


of  money,  it  would  be  better  dub 
pofed  of  than  that  which  they  had 
already  given.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  ftated,  on  a  for¬ 
mer  night,  that  great  reductions 
had  been  made  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  country  without  diminifhing  its 
force.  He  had  eftimated  this  favin-g 
at  fix  millions.  Would  not  the 
people  naturally  afk  why  thefe  fix 
millions  had  not  been  faved  before? 
It  followed  from  hence  that  the 
public  gave  their  money  too  readi¬ 
ly  and  too  liberally, 

He  then  adverted  to  the  war; 
and  allowed  that  the  enemy  had 
fpoken  in  a  tone  fufficiently  high 
to  roufe  the  fpirit  of  every  Eng- 
li (liman  ;  but  he  did  not  approve 
of  the  idea  of  a  defen  five  war,  be¬ 
cause  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
carried  on  longer  with  advantage 
to  this  country.  What  was  the 
reafon,'  he  afked,  that,  at  fuch  a 
crifis  as  the.prefent,  we  had  not 
been  able  to  preferve  one  ally  ? 
He  difapproved  of  the  lofty  and 
imperious  tone  affumed  by  people 
in  office  to  foreign  powers,  and 
was  not  iurprifed  at  thofe  powers 
be-ing  offended  at  it.  Why  did  we 
not  endeavour  at  this  time  to  ftir 
up  the  powers  of  the  continent,  to 
fnpport  a  caufe  in  which  they  were 
much  more  interefted  than  we 
were  ?  He  concluded  with  cb- 
ferving,  that  upon  the  grounds 
which  he  had  ftated,  he  fliould  fup- 
port  this  meafure ;  though  he 
fliould  have  done  it  with  greater 
pleafure,  if  it  had  been  carried  to  a 
greater  extent. 

The  principal  fpeakers  in  oppo- 
fition,  who  oppofed  the  bill  upon 
its  introduction ‘into  the  houfe  on 
the  4th  of  December,  were  Mr. 
Nicholls,  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  Mr. Tier¬ 
ney,  and  Mr.  Piemer. 

Mr.  Nicholls  objected  to  the 
meafurCj  as  it  did  not  appear  to 

him 
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him' either  juft  or  neceflary.  If  it 
was  confidered  as  a  tax  upon  lux¬ 
ury,  it  was  not  juft,  becaufe  it  was 
not  optional;  the  tax  was  unjuft, 
becaufe  it  was  retrofpe&ive.  If  it 
were  confidered  as  a  tax  upon  ex¬ 
penditure,  it  was  alfo  unj lift,  be¬ 
caufe  expenditure  was  not  propor¬ 
tional  to  property.  Th/  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  calculated, 
that  a  man  who  ftioula  pay  thirty 
pounds,  was  a  man  of  onethoufand 
a  year;  th,e  largeft  iugn  propofed 
to  be  paid  was  four  hundred,  and 
of  this  there  were  only  two  in- 
fiances :  according  to  this  rule, 
then,  there  would  be  only  two  per¬ 
sons  who  fipent  thirteen  thoufand  a 
year;  and  furely  it  would  not  be 
contended  that  there  were  not  any 
more  in  this  country  of  much  more 
confiderable  fortune;  but  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
that  it  would  be  expedient  to  light¬ 
en  our  unfunded  debt,  and  to  raife 
the  fupplies  within  the  year.  This 
declaration  came  with  a  bad  grace 
from  a  gentleman  who  had,  during 
his  adminiftration,  increafed  our 
national  debt  one  half,  by  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  185  millions.  The  tax, 
he  fald,  would  crufh  the  middle  or-v 
ders  of  the  people.  He  inftanced 
the  cafe  of  coach-makers,  who 
would  lofe  a  confiderable  part  of 
their  employment  by  the  adoption 
of  the  bill;  they  would  be  in  the 
fame  fituation  as  the  watch-makers 
now  were.  He  boldly  affcrted  (not- 
withftanding  a  laugh  againft  him) 
that  this  tax  was  not  neceflary,  be¬ 
caufe  the  war  was  not  neceflary. 
Mr.  Nicholls  then  alluded  to  the 
infincerity  of  minifters  in  their 
profeffing  a  defire  for  peace.  Until 
they  difavowed  the  opinions  they 
exprefted  at  the  beginning  of, the 
war,  he  never  would  believe  them 
fincerein  their  endeavours  for  its 
difcontinuance.  His  real  on  was 


this,  fome  of  them  coincided  in 
opinion  with  the  late  Mr.  Burke; 
and  his  opinion  was,  that  the  repre- 
fentative  •  government  of  France 
ought  to  be  annihilated  ;  for  if  not, 
French  principles^, might  be  propa¬ 
gated  here,  and  the  commons  might 
afiiime  a  power  they  did  not  poflefs 
before.  To  prove  how  far  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Burke  went,  he  read 
an  extract  from  the  71ft  page  of 
that  gentleman’s  charges  againft  Mr. 
Fox,  and  concluded  with  reprobat¬ 
ing  the  unjuft  interference  of  peers 
in  elections, 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  contended,  that 
judging  from  pair  events,  he  could 
not  think  that  the  efthnates  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  were  to 
be  relied  on.  The  excefs  of  the 
preceding  year,  he  faid,  in  the 
tingle  article  of  the  navy,  amounted 
to  3,000,0001.  For  this  fum  no 
provifion  was  now  made  in  the 
fupplies,  fo  that,  independent  of 
any  other  loan  which  might  be  ne¬ 
ceflary  during  the  year,  28,500,000k 
was  to  be  raifed.  As  to  the  ways 
and  means,  he  obferved  that 
2,750,000k  were  to  be  raifed  in  the 
ufual  manner,  upon  the  land  and 
malt  tax.  The  growing  furplus  of 
of  the  confolidated  fund  and  the 
lottery  were  taken  together  at 
750,000k  But  inftead  of  boafting 
of  the  furplus  of  the  confolidated 
fund,  it  would  be  more  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  truth  to  fpeak  of  its  grow¬ 
ing  deficiency.  By  the  papers  on 
the  table,  it  appeared  that,  in  1796 
and  1797,  there  was  a  deficiency 
of  more  than  250,000k  Therefore 
fome  provifion  ought  to  be  made 
for  the  amount  of  the  deficit.  He 
exprefted  his  difiike  of  the  clofe 
connexion  between  the  bank  of 
England  and,  the  government  of 
the  country,  and  thought  it  ex- 
tnemely  curious  that  the  bank  direc¬ 
tors,  after  having  invariably  atrri- 
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buted  all  their  former  difficulties 
to  the  large  fupplies  which  they 
had  been  obliged  to  make  to  go¬ 
vernment,  and  after  having  fhown 
Inch  ftrong  tokens  of  diftruft  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  that 
they  fhould  give  fuch  renewed 
proofs  of  their  confidence  as  to  a- 
greeto  the  further  advance  of  three 
millions  towards  the  fupplies  of  the 
current  year.  If  they  relied  on  the 
promife  of  the  minifier  for  fpeedy 
payment,  it  appeared  from  their 
own  correfpondence  that  they  had 
been  often  difappointed.  He  then 
alluded  to  the  feven  millions  to  be 
railed  by  an  affieffiment  upon  the  af- 
feffcd  taxes.  His  principal  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  plan  propofed  was,  that 
it  would  fall  unequally.  Large 
capitalifts  who  lived  upon  little, 
and  continued  from  year  to  year 
to  place  the  remainder  out  at  inte- 
reff,  would  pay  but  little,  while 
the  generous  man  who  lived  in  a 
ftyle  equal  to  his  rank  in  life,  and 
by  his  expenditure  promoted  the 
fubfi hence  and  happinefs  of  the 
tradeirnan,  would  be  obliged  to  pay 
a  large  quota.  The  inequality  of 
this  tax  was  alfo  difcernihie  in  its 
operation  upon  different  claffes. 
Thofe  in  the  middling  walks  of  life 
would  pay  a  full  tenth  of  their  in¬ 
come,  while  thofe  in  the'  higheft 
would  not  pay  a  fifteenth  or  twen¬ 
tieth.  The  largeft  fum  at  that  time 
paid  by  any  individual  for  afTeffed 
taxes  was  400I.  and  upwards.  This 
appeared  by  a  paper  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  houfe  a  few  davs  be¬ 
fore.  This  meafure  would  alfo  fall 
unequally  upon  different  trades ;  for 
many  perfons  carried  on  trades  in 
large  buildings  with  lefs  profits  than 
thofe  who  carried  them  on  in  fmall 
counting-houfes  ;  the  former  muff 
contribute  a  larger  proportion  than 
the  latter. 

Mr.  Kobhoufe  next  fpoke  to  the 


chancellor  of  the  exchequer’s  plats 
of  railing  twelve  millions  by  loan. 

It  had  been  faid  that  the  finking 
fund  would  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year  1798  be  productive  of  a  fav- 
ing  of  four  millions,  which  fum 
would  cancel  as  much  of  the  fund¬ 
ed  debt  as  the  four  millions,  part 
of  the  twelve  millions,  would  have 
created.  The  remaining  eight  mil- 
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lions  he  propofed  to  extinguifh,  by 
continuing  the  forced  affefiinent 
fifteen  months  beyond  the  year 
1798.  This  was  furely  a  melan¬ 
choly  profpeCt  for  the  country ;  if 
another  fupply  fhould  be  wanting 
during  the  year  1798,  or  if  the  war 
fhould  be  prolonged  beyond  that 
year,  the  public  would  be  paying 
the  prefent  affeffment  in  difcharge 
of  a  paft  debt,  and  have  to  provide 
millions  upon  millions  befides  ;  the 
triple  would  be  tripled,  and  the 
quadruple  be  quadrupled.  He  con¬ 
cluded  a  long  fpeech,  by  afferting 
that  he  would  give  a  hearty  nega¬ 
tive  to  the  propofed  refolutions. 

Mr.  Tiernev  with  great  force  of 
argument  oppofed  the  minifters 
plan  of  taxation,  upon  the  ground 
of  its  falling  fo  partially  upon  the 
fubjeCt.  His  obfervations  upon 
the  other  wavs  and  means  for  raif- 

J 

ing  the  fupplies  were  very  fimilar 
to  thofe  made  by  Mr.  Hobhoufe. 
In  this  long  debate  many  ailufions 
were  made  on  both  fides  to  the 

juftice  or  injuftice  of  the  prefent  war, 
irrelevant  to  a  queftion  of  finance. 

The  committee  divided  on  the 
fir  ft  refolution, 

Ayes  -  -  -  214. 

Noes  -  15 

The  bill  was  read  a  firft  time  on 
the  7th  of  December.  On  the- 

queftion  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
fecond  time,  it  was  acknowledged 
that  the  bill  which  had  been 
brought  in  contained  confiderable 
abatements  and  modifications  to 
1  ■  /  the 
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the  principle  on  which  it  went. 
But  it  was  ftill  ftrongly  contended 
by  feveral  members, profefted  friends 
to  the  minifter,  that  the  adoption  of 
the  meafure  would  bear  down  the 
middle  order  of  manufacturers.,  who 
by  long  ceconomy  and  labour  Jiad 
raifed  a  fmall  capital;  among  thefe 
was  Mr.  alderman  Lufhington,  who 
was  decidedly  again  ft  over-burden¬ 
ing  the  middle  ciafs  of  fociety.  He 
was  for  throwing  the  burden  upon 
the  upper  claftes.  He  ftiould  not 
care  much  that  men  from  5  to 
io,oool.  a  year,  and  upwards,  com¬ 
plained  of  their  burden  ;  but  he 
fhould  be  forry  if  thofe  from  1 50I. 
to  200I.  a  year  were  opprefted.  He 
thought  that  the  operation  of  the 
meafure  in  its  prefect  ft) ape  went 
to  do  away  that  middle  ciafs,  and 
divide  the  ftate  into  the  two  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  very  poor  and  the 
very  rich.  His  idea  in  general  up¬ 
on  the  fubjeCt  was,  that  he  who 
paid  lefs  than  iol.  a  year  of  aftefted 
taxes  ftiould  not  be  included  in 
the  meaning  of  this  bill.  By  im¬ 
puting  an  additional  half  rate  in  the 
higher  claftes,  he  was  convinced 
that  the  lum  of  fix  millions  and  a 
half  might  be  raifed  without  the  odi¬ 
um  and  the  danger  of  extending  the 
tax  fo  far  to  the  lower  and  middling 
claftes  of  fociety.  He  had  the  ut- 
moft  confidence  in  the  prefen t  ad- 
miniftration,  and  thought  they  had 
ias  much  talent  and  virtue  as  any  fet 
of  men  that  could  be  found  in  the 
country.  The  further  difcufiion 
of  the  bill  took  place  on  the  14th, 
when  Mr.  Pitt  moved  its  fecond 
reading.  Upon  which  Mr.  VVigley 
faid,  he  would  not  fuller  the  bill  to 
proceed  further,  without  fuel)  op- 
pofition  as  he  was  able  to  give  it. 
The  houfe  would  remember,  that, 
at  the  opening  of  the  feflion,  the 
ipeech  from  the  throne  (which  he 
confidered  as  the  fpeech  of  the 
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minifter)  (fated  that  the  refources 
of  the  country  were  ample,  yet  the 
prefent  meafure  went  to  fk}%  in  con¬ 
tradiction  to  that  fpeech,  that  the 
funding  refource  was  exhaufted ; 
and  that  tb  avoid  laying  a  greater 
weight  upon  it  than  it  would  bear, 
the  people  nnift  fubmit  to  a  novel, 
unprecedented,  vexatious,  and,  to 
fome  claftes,  oppreftive  mode  of 
taxation.  As  the  voice  of  the  coun¬ 
try  was  then  very  loud  ag&inft  it, 
he  had  entertained  fome  hopes  that 
the  minifter  wouid  have  abandoned 
it,  and  thought  of  fome  means  of  a 
better  kind;  but  was  forry  to  find 
that  it  was  his  intention  obftinately 
to  perfift  in  a  meafure  fo  impolitic 
and  unjuft,  which  bore  fo  heavy 
upon  the  middle  ranks  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  inafmuch  as  the  lower  and  the 
higher  were  entirely  exempt  from  it. 

Mr.  Henry  Thornton  faid,  that 
he  had  received  the  particular  and 
unanimous  inftruCfion  of  his  con- 
ftituents  to  oppole.  the  bill,  at  a 
meeting  which  had  been  held  for 
that  purpofe,  not  only  the  particu¬ 
lar  proviftons  and  modifications, 
but  the  principle  of  the  bill,  -was 
alfo  unanimoutly  condemned.  For 
his  part,  were  he  merely  to  fp,eak 
his  own  fentiments,  he  would  wifh 
the  bill  to  go  into  a  committee,  in 
order  to  fee  how  far  it  might  he 
new  modelled,  and  rendered  more 
palatable  to  all  claftes  of  people. 
Mr.  York  fupported  the  meafure, 
and  reprobated  as  unconftitutionai 
the  doCtrine -of  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  being  guided  by  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  their  conftitueuts.  Lord 
Hawkefbury  alfo  defended  the  bill, 
and  contended,  that  whether  the 
war  was  juft  and  neceftarv  was  not 
then  the  fubjeCt  of  inquiry;,  that 
queftion  had  been  frequently  dif- 
ctifted,  and  thy  houfe  had  in  that 
feffion  come  to  an  unanimous  de-  ■ 
cifton  upon  the  late  negotiation, to 
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which  fome  gentlemen  had  alluded. 
The  two  great  opponents  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  came  for¬ 
ward,  at  the  defire  of  their  confti- 
tuents,  on  this  day,  and  difplaycd 
their  ufual  abilities  againft  this 
bill. 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  firft,  and  after 
making  fome  remarks  upon  his 
and  his  right  honourable  friend’s 
abfenting  themfelves  from  the 
houfe,  he  entered  into  a  long  dif- 
cuffion  of  the  queftion,  whether  the 
war  was  juft  and  neceffary,  or  un¬ 
juft  and  unneceffary  :  but  as  the 
arguments  ufed  upon  this  occafion 
have  often  been  detailed  before, 
and  as  they  are  fomewhat  irrele¬ 
vant  to  a  queftion  of  finance,  they 
are  omitted  here.  Refpe&ing  the 
bill,  he  obferved,  that  the  people 
were  now  called  upon  to  lubmit  to 
great  burdens ;  but  when  they  are 
called  upon  to  raife  large  fums, 
they  fhould,  in  his  opinion,  have 
great  examples  to  encourage  them. 
They  were  told  that  their  private 
intereft  was  nothing;  the  public 
intereft  0110 ht  to  be  their  only  con- 
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lideration.  But  with  what  pro¬ 
priety  and  confiftency  could  this 
language  be  held  by  fome  members 
of  adminiftration,  when  it  had  been 
publicly  ftated,  that  in  one  office, 
that  of  the  fecretary  of  war,  the 
clerks  had  fees  and  perquifites  from 
the  amount  of  5,000b  to  iS.oooI. 
per  annum.  Some  gentlemen  might 
treat  fuch  perquifites  as, mere  u  par¬ 
ings  of  cheefe  and  ends  of  candles” 
(alluding  to  a  former  fpeech  of  the 
right  honourable  fecretary),  but  the 
public  muft  wonder  at  the  immenfe 
fize  of  this  confecrated  cheefe,  and 
be  dazzled  with  the  light  of  thofe 
flaming  tapers,  that  thus  blaze  on 
the  altar  of  corruption.  To  fhow 
the  impracticability  of  the  plan  of 


taxation  then  before  the  houfe,  he 
alluded  to  certain  refolutions  which 
had  been  voted  that  day  by  the  city 
of  London,  which  went  to  fhow 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  a  very 
numerous  clafs  of  houfehcldersever 
to  pay  the  tax,  fliould  the  propofed 
mode  of  railing  it  be  unfortunately 
palled  into  a  law.  Another  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  tax  was,  that  it  meant 
to  impofe  a  tax  on  the  expenditure, 
and  not  upon  the  property. 

If  the  fyftem  was  enforced,  he 
contended  that  it  would  go  to  erefif 
in  every  parilli  a  fifeal  inquifition 
to  pry  into  the  property  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  to  afeertain  their  gains  or 
their  profits,  and  thus  lay  open  and 
expofe  the  improvement  or  decay 
of  their  circumftances.  By  the 
bill  it  appeared,  that  perfons  over¬ 
rated  might  appeal ;  but  to  whom  ? 
To  their  own  neighbours  and  fel- 
low-parifhioners,  if  any  defeription 
of  men  fliould  be  found  bafe  enough 
to  undertake  fo  degrading  an  office. 
If  the  fpies  of  government  fliould 
doubt  the  word  of  thofe  who  ap¬ 
pealed,  they  might  then  be  exa¬ 
mined  upon  oath,  and  evidence 
upon  oath  might  aifo  be  brought 
to  contradict  their  declaration. 
They  would  then  be  reduced  to 
this  dreadful  fituation,  either  to  in¬ 
cur  the  fufpicion  of  being  perjured 
men,  fo  ftr-oiig  were  the  tempta¬ 
tions  held  out  to  them  ;  or,  if  they* 
made  a  fair  avowal  of  their  circum¬ 
ftances,  and  laid  that  their  income 
amounted  to  200I.  without  taking 
into  the  account  the  accidental 
circumftances  which  might  impair 
it,  fhould  it  come  to  be  impaired, 
and  the  next  year  it  amounted  but 
to  1 5©1.  either  fuch  perfons  muft 
appeal,  and  divulge  the  decay  of 
their  circumftances,  or  muft  hold 
up  a  falfe  front  to  thofe  with  whom 
they  dealt;  and,  fliould  they  fail,  be 

accuied 
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ecufed  of  having  held  out  falfe  ry,  fuch  as  coaches,  hones,  See.  but 


retences,  for  the  pnrpofe  of  fup- 
orting  their  credit  by  fraud. 

When  Mr.  Fox  role,  he  avowed 
rat  his  attendance  that  night  was 
1  confequence  of  what  was  to  him 
t  leaft  an  important  fentiment; 
:ie  propriety  of  yielding  to  the  re- 
ueft  of  his  conftituents  ;  they  had 
efired  him  to  attend  this  bill,  and 
ie  thought  himfelf  bound  to  date 
heir  cafe  to  the  houfe.  They 
hought  and  fo  did  he,  that  by  the 
doption  of  this  meafure,  ail  the 
irinciples  of  our  anceftors  were 
.bandoned.  In  the  courfe  of  his 
peech,  he  went  over  a  large  field 
>f  argument  agaiiift  the  bill,  and 
airly  deduced  a  train  of  ftrong  ob- 
edtions.  For  the  purpofe  of  point- 
ng  out  its  partiality,  he  put  a  very 
ffain  but  forcible  cafe.  He  fup- 
xofed  two  gentlemen  of  equal  for- 
une  to  fet  out  in  life,  the  one  of 
hem  with  his  ten  thouiand  pounds, 
aying  it  but  upon  mortgage,  and 
living  upoii  the  intereft  of  his  mo¬ 
ney,  which  would  be  500I.  per  an¬ 
num;  according  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  he  would  be  taxed  for  that 
income,  and  no  more  :  filppofe  the 
fecond  applied  his  ten  thoufand 
pounds  in  commerce,  and  it  pro¬ 
duced  to  him  1000I.  per  annum,  he 
would  be  taxed  at  the  rate  of  a  thou¬ 
fand  a  year.  44  What  was  the  rea- 
fon,”  heafked,  “of  this  difference ?** 
They  were  both  eqnal  in  point  of 
real  property.  But  as  the  rriiniffer, 
by  this  plan,  made  income  the  bails 
of  taxation,  a  double  weight  was 
impoled  upon  diligence,  activity, 
and  induftry;  while  thole  who 
chofe  to  repofe  in  indolence  and 
fupinenefs  upon  the  produce  of  ca¬ 
pital  paid  but  half.  With  refpedt 
to  that  part  of  the  bill,  which  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  perfons  to 
retrench  their  expenfes,  by  giving 
tip  the  ufe  of  fome  articles  of  luxu- 
1 798, 


compelled  them  even  in  that  cafe  to 
pay  the  fame  taxes  as  they  did  in  the 
preceding  year;  this  principle  of 
in j office,  he  laid,  reminded  him  of 
the  illuftration  which  Sterne  gives 
of  the  violent  extortion  of  the 
ancient  government  of  France. 

44  When  at  Lyons,  Yo'rick  refolved 
to  change  his  mode  of  travelling, 
and  fail  down  the  Rhone,  inffead 
of  going  pod.  The  p off-mailer, 
however,  applied  to  him  for  lix 
livres,  fix  fous,  as  the  price  of  the 
next  port.  44  But  1  do  not  intend 
to  travel  poll,”  faid  Yorick,  44  I 
rhean  to  go  by  water;”  4t  That’s  noi 
matter,”  faid  the  poff-maffer,  44  you 
muff  pay  for  the  next  poll  Whether 
you  have  changed  your  mind  or 
not.”  And  here  faid  Mr.  Fox,  the 
word  fpirit  or  principle  was  ufed,  as 
they  are  always  ufed  to  fandtify  in- 
juffice ;  for  fays  the  poff-maffer^ 
44  the  fpirit  of  the  import  is,  that 
the  grand  monartpue  lliall  not  fuffet 
by  your  ficklenefs .” 

He  remarked  alfo,  that  to  roufe 
the  energy  of  the  people,  it  was 
riecelfary  to  hear  of  the  facrifices  of 
the  crown.  It  was  from  the  higheff 
place  that  the  .  exam  pie  ought  to  be' 
given.  It  would  animate  and  cheer 
the  heart  of  the  kingdom. 

Solamen  iniferis  focios  habuiffe  labortlrri.” 

He  concluded  a  fpeech  of  great 
length,  by  declaring  thdt  he  never 
would  have  a  feat  high  or  Idw  in 
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any  adminiftratioii,  until  public 
opinion  lliall  have  decided  for  a 
thorough  and  perfect  reform  of  all 
our  abufe's,  and  for  a  diredt  return 
to  the  genuine  principles  of  the 
Britifa  conftitution. 

Mr.  Pitt  role,  to  anfwef  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  his  opponents.  He  began 
by  acknowledging  that  in  the  pre¬ 
fect  fhape  of  the  bill,  and  without 
any  modification  whatever,  it  was 

liable 
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liable  to  great  and  important  ob¬ 
jections.  Very  large  and  induftri- 
ous  claffes  of  the  people  might  be 
affeCted  by  it,  and  confequently  it 
would  admit  of  amendments.  But 
the  principle  of  the  bill  ftood  un- 
fhaken,  and  the  objections  might 
be  eafily  obviated  in  a  committee. 
He  traded  that  by  the  conduCt  the 
Itoufe  would  adopt  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  they  would  fhow  that  they 
were  the  real  reprefentatives.  of  the 
people,  and  confulted  their  true 
interefls.  His  opponents  had  de¬ 
clared,  that  no  poffible  modification 
could  make  the  bill  unobjection¬ 
able,  and  had  expreffed  themfelves 
hoftile  to  the  whole  principle  of  it ; 
But  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  refult 
would  prove  them  to  be  in  error. 
Mr.  Sheridan,  he  obferved,  had  be¬ 
gun  and  ended  his  Ipeech,  by  fay¬ 
ing  direCtly,  that  he  would  not  vote 
for  granting  any  fupplies  towards 
the  farther  profecution  of  the  pre- 
fient  war,  and  that  he  would  not 
eonfent  to  giant  the  money  while  his 
maje fly’s  prcient  miniilers  conti¬ 
nued  in  power.  In  purfuing  this 
argument,  both  Mr.  Sheridan  and 
Mr.  Fox  had  branched  their  fpeeches 
into  a  variety  of  topics,  which  at 
hr  ft  view  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
great  connexion  with  the  fubjeCt 
then  before  the  ho  life.  1  hey  had 
afferted  that  there  was  an  impof- 
“Ability  of  the  prefect  adminiftration 
making  peace  ;  but  they  h'ac!  neg- 
leCted  to  ftate  the  me,.tns  by  which 
other  miniilers  would  be  enabled  to 
effeCl  the  objeCt  which  every  man 
wii'htd  for,  viz.  the  reftoration  of 
peqce,  upon  fecure  and  honourable 
terms.  Here  Mr.  Pitt  contended, 
that  if,  when  the  fubjeCt  of  a  change 
in  admmiftration  of  this  country 
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was  formally  difciiffed,  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  had  failed,  after  a  full  exertion 
of  all  their  abilities,  to  convince  a 
majority  of  the  juft  ice  of  their  ar¬ 


guments  ;  if  they  had  not  then 
clearly  proved  what  they  had  for¬ 
merly  afferted,  that  his  maje  fly 
could  not  find  any  nine  men, 
in  his  journey  from  Wind  (of 
to  London,  lefs  capable  than  the 
prefent  miniflcrs  of  ad  mini  fieri  ng 
the  public  affairs,  they  had  not 
{Lengthened  much  their  arguments 
by  any  thing  which  had  fallen  from 
them  that  night,  or  by  any  event 
which  had  occurred  from  the  time 
they  had  quitted  their  duty  in  par¬ 
liament  to  the  prefent  hour.  With 
refpeCl  to  the  radical  change  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox)  had  fo  llrenuoufly  in¬ 
filled  upon,  he  urged  that  it  was 
not  eafy  to  conjecture  what  it  was, 
for  that  part  of  his  fpeech  was 
couched  in  terms  which  appeared 
to  be  fludioufiv  obfcure.  One 
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thing,  however,  might  eafily  be 
collected  from  what  he*  had  Paid, 
that  a  parliamentary  reform  was 
only  a  part  of  that  general  change 
which  he  was  fo  anxious  to  obtain ; 
a  change  from  which  it  appeared 
no  part  of  the  prefent  exifting  go¬ 
vernment  was  exempted.  It  aj r-" 
peared,  however,  a  little  lingular,, 
that  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  fhould  confider  an  unlimited 
change  as  the  belt  means  of  pre- 
ferving  every  thing  as  it  Hood  at 
prefent.  With  refpect  to  a  fad, 
advan-ced  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  that  miniilers  had  de¬ 
clared  that  they  would  not  make 
peace  with  a  republic  in  France, 
he  could  only  fay,  that  no  fuch 
declaration  was  ever  made  by  any 
of  his  rr.ajefiy’s  miniilers.  Here 
Mr.  Pitt  entered  at  confiderable 
length  into  the  defence  of  mini- 
llers  in  their  conduct  relating  to 
the  negotiations  for  peace,  which 
naturally  led  to  the  old  queliion,  of 
the  juftice  or  injuflice  of  the  war. 
lie  contended,  that  though  the  war 

had 
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had  not  been  entered  into  for  the 
purpofe  of  deftroying  any  fet  of 
principles  in  France,  yet  it  did  not 
follow,  that  having  been  forced 
into  the  war  by  the  unjuft  aggref- 
fion  of  France,  we  were  not  to  op- 
pofe  thofe  principles  which  were 
fo  dangerous  to  every  civilifed  go¬ 
vernment,  and  particularly  as  they 
had  led  to  that  unprovoked  aggref- 
f  on  againft  us.  The  principles  of 
thole  who  were  fo  forward  in  call¬ 
ing  for  peace  with  France  had  been 
gradually  increasing  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war  to  the  pre- 
fent,time;  they  now  had  reached 
the  point  of  faying,  that  the  war 
was  perfectly  juft  on  the  part  of 
France.  Thefe  gentlemen  had  now 
pretty  clearly  difcovered  their  opi¬ 
nions  ;  they  faid  the  ordinary  mode 
for  railing  the  fupplies  was  gone, 
but  thev  had  not  ftated  what  was 
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the  mode  they  themfelves  would 
fuggeft.  They  went,  however,  to  the 
length  of  faying,  that  all  extraordi¬ 
nary.  means  of  railing  them  were 
bad.  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  the 
mode  thefe  gentlemen  would  re¬ 
commend,  as  the  beft  and  fafeft 
to  obtain  peace,  would  be  to  tell 
the  enemy,  u  you  may  a  Ik  what 
terms  you  pleafe,  becaufe  we  are 
the  aggrelfors  3  belides  our  finances 
are  To  exhaufted,  that  we  have  not 
the  means  of  refilling  any  terms 
you  may  think  proper  to  impofe 
upon  us.”  He  concluded,  with 
hoping  the  houfe  would  read  the 
bill  a  fecond  time,  and  let  it  go  into 
a  committee. 

Mr.  alderman  Combe,  Mr.  Tier- 
rtey,  and  Mr.  Mainwaring,  an¬ 
nounced  that  thev  had  all  received 
inftruCtions  from  their  refpeCtive 
conftituents  to  oppofe  the  bill.  The 
words  ufed  in  the  refolutions  en¬ 
tered  into  by  the  conftituents  of 
Mr.  Mainwaring  were  fo  ftrong, 
that,  he  faid,  he  was  ferry  to  be 


obliged  to  repeat  them  to  the  houfe. 
The  people  declared,  that  if  the 
meafure  was  enforced,  they  would 
either  relift  or  fink  under  if.” 

The  houfe  divided — for  the  fe¬ 
cond  reading  175,  againft  it  50. 

The  houfe  having  refoived  jtfelf 
into  a  committee  on  the  18th  of 
December,  Mr.  Pitt  rofe  and  ftated 
the  modifications  he  meant  to  pro- 
pofe  in  this  bill.  But  as  an  outline 
of  it,  as  it 'was  finally  palled,  has 
already  been  given,  it  would  be 
fuperfluous  to  detail  in  this  place 
the  debates  upon  thofe  modifica¬ 
tions. 

The  third  reading  was  propofed 
on  the  3d  of. January,  1798,  upon 
which  a  long  debate  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  minifterial  and  oppofitioa 
fides  of  the  houfe.  Mr.  Nicholl? 
faid,  that  he  had  not  as  yet  heard 
an  anfwer  to  any  of  the  objections 
which  had  been  made  to  this  tax 
when  firft  propofed,  and  in  the  fuc* 
ceeding  ftages.  The  firft  objection 
made  to  it,  was,  that  it  was  un¬ 
equal,  and  therefore  unjuft.  If  a 
tax  was  to  be  impofed  on  income,  it 
ought  to  be  on  the  idea,  that  in¬ 
come  was  the  evidence  of  property. 
Let  two  men  draw  each  look  a 
year,  one  from  the  long  annuities, 
the  other  from  the  fhort  annuities, 
their  income  would  be  the  fame ; 
and  they  would  therefore  pay  the 
fame  tax,  viz.  iol.  yet  they  had 
manifeftly  different  portions  of  pro« 
perty ;  the  annuity  of  one  being- 
worth  twelve  years’ purchafe,  while 
the  annuity  of  the  other  was  only 
worth  fix  years’  purchafe.-  But 
equal  burdens  on  unequal  portions 
of  property  were  unjuft.  The  next 
objection  which  had  been  taken, 
was,  that  by  compelling-the  hioher 
orders  of  the  middle  clafs  to  ceco- 
nomife,  it  would  deftroy  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  artifan,  and  diminiiU 
the  revenue,  by  rendering  the  taxes 
Dp.  on 
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on  confumption  icfs  produdlive. 
To  this  fome  anfwer  had  been  at* 
tempted  ;  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  raid v  he  had  relieved  the 
lower  orders  by  diminifliing  the 
tax  on  theirs.  As  far  as  the  relief 
granted  to  the  lower  orders  would 
occafion  lefs  money  to  be  raifed, 
he  acknowledged  the  modification 
to  be  beneficial;  it  was  pro  tanto 
an  abandonment  of  the  bill.  But 
cLS  far  as  an  additional  burden  was 
laid  upon  the  higher  orders  of  the 
middle  clafs,  he  thought  the  modi¬ 
fication  was  not  beneficial.  For 
the  mifchief  was,  that  the  cl  ire  ft 
preffiire  on  the  higher  orders  of  the 
middle  clafs  would  occafion  an  in¬ 
direct  .preflure  on  the  lower  orders, 
for  it  would  defiroy  their  employ¬ 
ment.  Fie  denied  that  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the'  exchequer  fpared  the 
lower  orders.  He  dell  roved  the 
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life  of  the  poor  man,  if  he  took 
away  the  employment  by  which  lie 
lived.  He  .regarded  Mr.  Pitt  as 
being  more  famous  for  his  talents 
as  a  debater  in  that  houfe,  for  the 
purpofe  of  amufing  the  members, 
than  for  his  talents  as  a  fiatefman  ; 
this  reminded  him  of  an  ex.preffion 
of  Themiftocles  the  Athenian,  who 
faid,  he  could  not  play  upon  the 
fiddle,  but  he  could  make  a  little 
city  a  great  Hate,”  The  chancellor 
was  the  reverie  of  this,  he  could 
play  on  his  fiddle  and  amine  that 
houfe,  but  he  had  reduced  a  great 
empire  to  a  little  Hate.  Even  his 
friends  acknowledged  that  he  was 
no  great  war-minifier;  faffs  had 
compelled  them  to  make  this  ac¬ 
knowledgment.  Beginning  the  war 
with  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
on  his  fide,  he  had  lb  conducted  it, 
that  every  ally  had  either  aban- 
d  med  him,  or  been  fubdued,  while 
France  had  been  exalted  to  a  power 
ahnoft  beyond  the  dreams  of  am¬ 
bition. 


Sir  Francis  Burdet  Hated  in  firbn'gf 
terms  many  objections  to  the  bill  j 
but  thefe  objections,  and  alfo  thofe 
of  other  eentlemen  on  the  fame 
fide,  were  fo  fimilar  to  the  objec¬ 
tions  made  on  the  fecond  reading, 
that  to  repeat  them  is  fu perfidious. 
He  accufed  the  mimfler  of  having 
palled  decrees  that  would  not  have 
difgraced  the  moH  tyrannical  code, 
defiruCtive  of  that  freedom  of  opi¬ 
nion,  once  the  pride  and  fecurity 
of  Britons ;  and  alTerted  that  thofe 
laws  fo  highly  prized  by  our  an- 
cefiors,  for  the  protection  of  general 
freedom,  had  been  bv  him  fufpend-- 
ecl  or  repealed.  He  had  placed,  he 
faid,  error  in  the  throne  of  reafon  ; 
and  under  pretence  of  maintaining 
the  confiitution,  he  had  fquandered 
the  wealth,  Hied  the  blood,  and  an¬ 
nihilated  the  liberties  of  the  people 
of  England.  Thefe  were- the  at- 
chievraents  of  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman,  and  this  was  the 
minifier  and  the  fyfiem  the  houfe 
was  then  called  upon  to  drain  the 
blood  of  the  country  in  order  to 
fupport.  He  called  upon  thofe 
country  gentlemen  who  might  have 
been  frightened  into  a  fupport  of 
the  prefent  fyfiem,  to  Hand  forward 
at  length  in  fupport  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  Mr.  Jekyll  alfo  oppofed  the 
bill;  and  on  the  next  clay  the  debate 
was  refumed  and  carried  to  a  great 
extent.  The  principal  fpeakers 
were,  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Fox,- 
on  the  oppofition  fide  of  the  houfe, 
and  Mr.  fecretary  Dundas,  Mr, 
Pitt,  and  Dr.  Lawrence,  on  themi- 
nifterial  fide.  The  arguments  made 
ufe  of  upon  this  occafion  related 
principally  to  the  old  quefiion  of 
the  jufiice  or  injuftice  of  the  war, 
and  to  an  elaborate  defence  of  the 
conduCt  of  adminiftration  on  one 
fide,  and  an  ardent  and  open  re¬ 
probation  of  their  meafures  on  the 
other.  Mr.  fecretary  Dundas,  in? 
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the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  in  vin¬ 
dication  of  the  bill  and  the  mea- 
fures  of  adminiflration,  alluded  to 
an  interefting  letter  which  had  re¬ 
cently  appeared  in  the  public  prints, 
from  the  eajrl  of  Moira  to  colonel 
M‘Mahon,  refpedting  a  plan  for 
forming  a^new  adminitlration.  The 
right  honourable  fecretary  faid  on 
this  occafion,  that  at  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  adherents  of  Mr. 
Fox  held  him  out  as  the  only  perfon 
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capable  of  retrieving  the  affairs  of 
the  nation,  the  great  bodvof  mem- 
bers  alluded  to,  who  had  attempted 
to  effect  a  change  of  miniftry,  had 
actually  excluded  him  from  any 
mare  in  it. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  debate,  the 
queflion  was  put,  on  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Sheridan’s,  for  poftponing  the  bill, 

Ayes  -  -  73 

Noes  -  202- 

Majority  -  127 

On  the  queflion  that  the  bill  be 
now  read  a  third  time,  there  ap- 


peared, 

Ayes,  -  - 

196 

Noes  -  -  -  - 

"  7* 

Majority 

-  125 

Lord  Grenville,  in 

the  houfe 

lords,  on  the  3th  of  January,  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  affeffed  tax  bill,  and 
for  fummoning  the  houfe  thereon  : 
which  being  read,  he  rofeand  flared, 
44  that  bv  the  addrefs  of  their  lord- 
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fhips  to  his  majelly.on  the  15th  of 
November,  they  had  fignified  their 
determination  to  defend  with  their 
lives  and  properties  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  conflitution  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  honour  and  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  Britifh  empire,  and  that 
they  were  prepared  to  make  the 
great  exertions  neceffarv  for  that 
purpofe.”’  After  this  addrefs  had 
been  read  to  the  houfe,  lord  Car¬ 


rington  declared  that  the  fituation 
of  the  country  required  great  fa- 
crifices  to  be  made  for  its  falvation  ; 
but  contended,  that  if  inffead  of 
railing  the  money  in  this  indirect 
manner,  everv  individual  had  been 
called  upon  to  contribute,  in  direct 
proportion,  to  his  income,  but  the 
higher  claffes  in  a  larger  proportion 
than  the  lower,  it  would  have  been 
attended  with  fewer  inconveniences 
than  the  prefent  plan.  He  con¬ 
ceived,  that  one  twentieth  of  real 
income  would  produce  a  larger 
contribution  than  one  tenth  in  the 
manner  propofed  by  the  bill. 

Lord  Holland  rofe  and  made  his 
fir  ft  fpeech  upon  this  occafion  ; 
he  faid,  the  addrefs  of  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  cited  by  the  noble 
fecretary  of  Rate,  as  having  been 
voted  unaninioufly,  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  mere  ftatement  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  times,  under  the 
circum fiances  cf  the  country,  but 
did  not  warrant  any  inch  meafure 
as  that  which  was  now  before  them. 

He  contended,  that  under  the 
prefent  adminiflration,  for  the  lafl 
five  years,  the  condition  of  this 
country  had  grown  worfe  and 
worfe  }  that  when  parliament  was 
called  upon  to  vote  for  a  meafure 
which  had  for  its  objedl  the  railing 
fo  large  a  fum  of  money  as  was 
then  propofed,  it  became  neceffary 
to  inquiie,  whether  thofe  men  to 
whom  millions  upon  millions  of 
the  money  of  the  people  had  been 
entrufted,  and  who  had  in  return 
for  it,  heaped  upon  them  diftrefs 
upon  diftrefs,  were  about  to  change 
their  fyftem,  as  the  old  one  had  pro¬ 
duced  fuchdifaftrous  confequences? 
When  therefore  we  heard  of  our 
prefent  fituation  being  fuch  as  re- 
q  11  i re d  fu  c  h  grea t  e  x e r t i o n s ,  he  w  i  fh - 
ed  the  argument  to  have  a  retro- 
fnedlive  effcdl,  that  the  can  us  of 
our  prefent  calamity  might  be  fee n, 
1)  3  other  wifi? 
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otherwife  we  fhould  have  no  chance 
of  avoiding  future  ruin.  But  how 
could  it  be  expe&ed,  he  afked,  that 
the  people  would  approve  of  the 
meafure  then  before  their  lord  (hips, 
when  it  was  known  that  in  no  one 
infta'ncehad  that  miniftry  anfwered 
the  expectation  of  the  public.  He 
thought' that  this  country  ought  not 
to  grant  any  more  money  without 
a  pledge,  not  only  that  minifters 
/h quid  be  changed,  but  that  mea¬ 
sures  fhould  alfo  be  changed.  He 
concluded  with  pointing  out  feveral 
objections  to  the  bill,  moll  of  which 
had  been  noticed  in  the  debates  of 
the  commons  upon  the  fame  fub- 
je&. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  alfo  op- 
pofedthe  bill :  he  faid,  there  was  a 
great  variation  in  the  defcription  of 
the  meafure  then  before  their  lord- 
ihips;  one  noble  lord  had  faid  it 
was  a  tax  upon  expenditure;  ano¬ 
ther  laid  it  was  a  contribution  on 
property.  The  fir  ft  queftion  which 
occurred  to  him  was,  whether  it 
was  expedient  to  raife  a  part  of  the 
fupplies  within  the  year?  At  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  this 
mode  might  have  been  expedient, 
bccaufe  it  would  have  inclined  the 
people  to  reflect  whether  the  objeCIs 
for  which  they  embarked  in  the  war 
were  worthy  of  fuch  exertions 
and  expenfes.  But  it  was  not  ex¬ 
pedient  at  a  time  when  the  public 
funds  were  fo  reduced,  when  by  the 
laws  which  prohibited  individuals 
to  lend  to  individuals  beyond  a  cer¬ 
tain  rate  of  interell,  government 
had  a  monopoly  of  money,  and 
others  had  no  means  of  pro¬ 
curing  it.  His  grace  contended 
that  the  meafure  would  occafion  a 
great  redu&ion  of  expenditure,  and 
confequentlv  a  great  defalcation  of 
the  public  revenue.  Suppofe  a 
pcrfon  then  contributed  to  the 
affeffied  taxes  a  fixteenth  part  of  his 


income,  the  quintuple  afieffment 
would  become  a  tenth  part  of  the 
whole.  It  was  not  only  milliners 
and  coachmakers,  but,  perhaps,  one 
hundred  thou  fa  nd  perfons  in  the 
metropolis  fupported  by  manu¬ 
factories  that  would  fuffer.  The 
old  taxes  were  about  feventeen 
millions  :  if  then  a  tenth  part  of 
the  income  of  the  country  was  re¬ 
quired- by  this  bill,  the  reduction  of 
a  tenth  part  of  this  income  would 
omthofe  feventeen  millions  create 
a  defalcation  of  1,740,000!. 

The  bill  was  defended  by  the 
minifterial  fide,  upon  the  fame 
ground  of  argument  as  it  had  been 
in  the  commons. 

The  houfe  divided — contents  50, 
proxies  23,  total  73  —  non-con¬ 
tents  6. 

Mr.  Nicholls,  in  purfuance  of 
notice  he  had  given,  moved  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  on  the  Sth  of 
December,  a  refolution  for  apply¬ 
ing  certain  parts  of  the  emoluments 
of  certain  offices  for  the  public  fer- 
vice  during  the  war.  This  was  a 
meafure  that  was  adopted  in  the 
reign  of  William  and  Mary.  He 
pointed  out  two  kinds  of  places  ; 
one  that  was  dependent  on  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  crown,  and  the  other 
which  was  independent  of  it.  As 
to  offices  which  were  dependent  on 
the  crown,  they  might  be  faid  to  be 
fairly  enjoyed,  becaufe  they  were 
fuppofed  to  be  dependent  on  the 
talents  of  the  perfons  who  enjoyed 
them  ;  but  in  time  of  public 
emergency,  he  contended,  thev 
might  as  fairly  be  diminiflied  as  the 
income  of  any  other  perfon  was 
diminifbed  by  taxes.  As  to  the 
offices  in  which  the  grantee  had  a 
freehold  interell,  it  was  obfervable, 
that  in  the  time  of  William  and 
Mary,  there  was  no  difference  be¬ 
tween  them  and  thofe  .that  were 
held  at  the  pleafure  of  the  crown  ; 
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but  he  thought  there  ought  to  be  a 
diffin&ion :  and  in  the  refolution, 
which  he  fhould  fubmit  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  diftin&ion  would  be 
regarded,  for  it  would  only  refer  to 
thofe  offices  which  were  held  at  the 
pleal'ure  of  the  crown.  Another 
difference  which  he  intended  to 
make  was  in  the  fum  on  which  the 
refolution  fhould  attach  :  inhead 
of  500I.  he  fhould  propofe  2000I. 
With  thefe  variations,  his  propofed 
refolution  would-  be  the  fame,  in 
every  other  refpedt,  as  that  which 
paffied  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
the  time  of  William  and  Mary, 
mmine  coiitradi cent e  ;  and  the  reafon 
which  was  then  given  for  it  was, 
that  owing  to  the  great  expenfes  of 
the  war,  it  was  neceffary  to  the 
public  fervice.  If  he  fucceeded  in 
this  ftep  he  fhould  proceed  to  other 
regulations  refpedting  penfions  and 
the  civil  lift.  He  concluded  with 
a  motion  to  the  following  purport  : 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  the  falaries  and  fees 
of  all  offices  under  the  crown  fball 
be  applied  to  the  nfe  of  the  war, 
except  fuch  as  amount  to  lefs  than 
2000I.  per  annum,  which  fum  is  to 
be  allowed  to  all  officers  whole  fala¬ 
ries  and  fees  at  prefeut  exceed  2, oool. 
per  annum  ;  and  alfo  except  that  of 
the  lord  chancellor,  the  fpeaker  of 
the  houfe  of  commons;  the  judges, 
foreign  miniffiers,  and  commiffioned 
officers  of  the  fleets  and  armies,  or 
any  perfons  who  have  a  freehold 
int.ereft  in  their  refpedf ive  officer” 

Upon  the  refolution  of  the  third 
of  William  and  Mary  being  read, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
contended  that  a  more  extraordinary 
misapplication  of  a  precedent  never 
occurred.  If  fuch  a  refolution  had 
actually  been  agreed  to,  and  ratified 
bv  the  houfe  in  the  time  of  king 
William,  to  agree  to  one  on  that 
day  fo  directly  oppofite  to  it  as  that 
propofed  w.ould  indeed  be  a  very 


extraordinary  way  of  (bowing  re- 
fpedt  for.  and  adherence  to,  prece¬ 
dents.  Befides,  though  the  refolu¬ 
tion  was  agreed  to,  it  fo  happened 
that  what  was  fo  haftily  agreed  to 
without  a  dinentient  voice,  when 
it  came  to  be  deliberately  invefti- 
gated,  on  the  bringing  up  a  claufe 
of  a  bill  to  carry  it  into  effied,  was 
rejected  without  a  divifion,  as  im¬ 
politic  and  abfurd.  He  therefore 
hoped  that  the  houfe, out  ofexceffive 
fondnefs  for  precedent,  would  not 
adopt  a  meafure  which  was  never 
adopted  before. 

With  refpedt  to  the  refolutions 
not  extending  to  falaries  under 
2ccol.  a  year,  he  afked,  whether  it 
could  be  faid  that  there  were  no 
qualifvingcircumfhmces  which  kept 
pace  with  the  various  gradations 
of  falarv,  and  rendered  the  higher 
proportionate  to  thofe  below  ?  Was 
there  no  difference  in  the  import¬ 
ance  of  truft,  in  the  labour,  in  the 
talents,  in  the  qualifications,  in  the 
refponfibility,  and  in  the  clafs  of 
life  in  which  they  hood  ?  Would 
the  honourable  gentleman  fay,  in 
thefulnefs  of  his  equitable  (economy* 
that  the  fame  gradations  ought  not 
to  be  obfervedin  taxing  office  as  in 
taxing  property?  The  honoura¬ 
ble  gentleman  had  inveighed,  in 
an  elevated  tone,  againff  thedilpro- 
portion  of  the  afieffied  taxes  to  the 
property  of  the  daffies  taxed,  and 
yet  held  out  a  plan  of  indifcriminate 
taxation,  fweeping  down  all  to  a 
level — exacting  from  an  office  of 
-?5ool.  a  year,  one  fifth;  from  an 
office  of  four  thoufand,  one  half ;  and 
from  one  of  fix  thoufand,  two  thirds. 

Mr.  fecretary  at  war  obferved, 
that  though  the  extravagance  and 
abfurdity  of  the  motion  had  been 
fuccefsfuliy  expofed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
He  thought  it  neceffiarv  to  remark, 
that  as  the  honourable  mover  had 
declared  that  his  objeff  was  not  to 
raife  revenue,  but  for  other  pur- 
D  ^  poles, 
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poles,  thofe  pur, pokes  mu  ft  be  to 

fubjecft  minifters  to  a  fine  while  the 

war  continued  !  This  he  thought 

a  whimfic.al  idea,  efpecially  when 

it  was  coulidered  that  the  fentiments 

of  the  houfe  and  of  the  country 

* 

had  alreab  v  been  expreffed  upon  the 
fubjedf  ;  and  when  it  was  manifefP 
that  peace  at  prefent  could  not  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  Tierney  reprobated  the  in¬ 
ventive  s  which  had  been  thrown 
out  by  the  mirtifterigl  fide  of  the 
houfe  again  ft  his  honourable  friend 
the  propoferof  thq  resolution.  He 
contended  that  the refolution  which, 
with  a  mere  error  of  tranfeription, 
formed  the  model  of  the  prefent 
motion,  had  been  palled  in  times 
fully  as  good  as  the  prefent,  and  by 
a  parliament  ' fully  as  much  en¬ 
lightened  ;  he  could  not  fee,  thercr 
fore,  what  reafon  there  was  for  the 
fneer  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  indulged.  After  feme 
explanation  from  Mr.  chancellor 
Pitt,  and  Mr.  Nichplis  had  explain¬ 
ed,  the  latter  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  next  meafure  relative  to 
finance,  difeufi'ed  by  the  commons, 
was  a  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Coke, 
ior  limiting  the  fees  of  the  tellers  of 
the  exchequer  during  the  prefent 
diftrefted  and  calamitous  fitnation 
of  the  country.  The  houfe  was 
then  fitting  in  a  committee  on  fome 
clarifies  in  the  triple  afieftrnent  bill. 
At  the  time  he  made  this  motion 
(December  22c! )'  he  allured  the 
committee  that  he  was  prompted  bv 
no  peTonal  hoftijitv  again  ft  any  of 
his  maufty’s  minifters;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  wiftied  them  to  retain  their 
places  becaufe  he  felt  extremely 
avetfe  to  the  dodfrines  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  were  likely  to  fucceed 
them,  efpeciallv  to  the  dodlrine  of 
parliamentary  reform,  which,  if  at¬ 
tempted,  and  effedkd,  muft}  in  his 


opinion,  be  produ&ive  of  much 
mifehief,  and  mu  ft  neceflarily  end 
in  a  revolution.  But  he  thought 
at  the  lame  time,  that  the  country, 
muft  feel  furprifecl,  nay,  indignant, 
if  the  houfe  were  to  oppofe  bring¬ 
ing  np  a  claufe  tending  to  limit  the 
enormous  fees  which  the  meafure 
then  under  difeufiion  would  throw 
into  the  hands  of  the  noble  lords 
who  held  this  and  other  lucrative 
offices,  and  that  at  a  moment  when 
the  people  was  groaning  under  an 
almoft  unfupportable  weight  of 
taxes. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  contended,  that  though  the 
motion  might  be  free  from  a  fpirit 
of  hoflility  to  the  noble  lords  in 
queftion,  it  was  very  far  from  being 
free  from  very  great  injuftice  ;  for  it 
went  to  deprive  thofe  noble  lords  of 
what  they  pofiefled  as  the  juft  re¬ 
wards  of  the  great  public  fervices 
which  their  fathers  had  rendered  tQ 
the  country,  and  which  they  held 
as  a  freehold  tenure  confirmed  to; 
them  by  an  a£t  of  parliament  ;  nor 
was  there  any  tiling  in  the  prefent 
a£f  to  warrant  their  being  thus  de¬ 
prived  of  two  thirds  of  their  income, 
as  it  would  not  make  the  addition 
of  one  (lulling  to  the  fees  of  the. 
tellers  of  the  exchequer. 

Sir  William  Pulteqey  thought  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Coke  had  a  clofe 
connexion  wjth  the  aflefled  tax; 
bill,  and  expreified  his  furprife  that 
gentlemen  .  appeared  averfe  to  a 
claufe  which  propofed  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  fuch  enormous  fees  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  country  inftead  of 
putting  them  in  their  pockets  when 
the  people  laboured  under  fuch 
general  diftrefs.  After  fome  ani- 
niadverfions  from  Mr.  fecrelary 
D  uudas,  the  houfe  divided  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Coke  —  Ayes  6, 
noes  75. 
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Eand  Tax  Redemption  Bill.  Debates  upon  that  Su.1  feel — In  the  Houje  of 
Commsns  In  the  Lords.  Second  Budget,  and  a  Recapitulation  of  the  whole 
Ways  and'  Means  for  the  Year  i  798.  Repeal  o  f  the  Clock  and  Watch  Tax. 
Bill  for  confolidatirig  the  fever al  Duties  upon  Houfes  and  Windows.  Bill 


for  impofi'ig  new  Duties  upon  Imp  or, 
Purpofe  agreed  to. 

r“jpHE  favourite  meafure  of  fi- 
jf.  na.  ce,  of  all  which  were  pro¬ 
posed  b:  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  in  the  courfe  of  the  fefiion 
of7  1798,  was  a  bill  for  the,  redemp¬ 
tion,  or  more  properly  for  the  per¬ 
petuation  and  fale  ;  of  the  land  tax. 
For  this  purpofe  he  rofe  on  the  2d 
of  April,  in  pursuance  of  notice  he 
had  given  to  the  houfe,  and  hated 
the  outline  of  his  plan,  the  objeft 
of  which  was  to  abforb  a  large 
quantity  of  flock,  and  in  the  pro- 
cefs  to  transfer  a  portion  of  the 
national  debt  into  a  landed  fecurity: 
the  quantity  of  Stock  thus  to  be 
transferred  was  to  equal,  at  leaf! 
in  its  amount,  the  quantity  of  land 
tax  which  fhould  by  thefe  means  be 
extinginthed,  and  fhould  be  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  public  fervice,  He 
pointed  out  to  the  committee,  that 
this  operation  would  produce  a 
much  larger  fum  than  that  which 
was  at  preferjt  prod  11  c  ed  by  the  land 
tax  ;  ancl  that  considerable  gain,  in 
a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  would 
neceflarily  refult  to  the  public — 
But  this  was  only  a  collateral  ad¬ 
vantage  attending  the  meafure,  and 
one  upon  which  he  laid  the  fmalleft 
if  refs.  The  great  and  important 
benefit  which  he  expecded  to  arife 
to  the  public,  from  the  adoption  of 
this  plan,  would  be  the  diminution 
of  the  flock,  which  at  that  moment 
preffed  fo  hard  upon  the  public 


;  and  Exports.  Refol.uiions  for  that 

credit.  He  faid  that  the  amount 
of  the  land  tax  was  about  two 
millions  a  year,  which  had  for  near 
a  century  been  annually  ^ranted, 
and  according  to  the  fame  rate  for 
different  counties.  He  propofed  by 
this  meafure,  to  reduce  fo  much  of 
the  public  debt  as  fhould  leave  an. 
income  of  two  millions  four  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  applicable 
to  the  public  fervice. 

The  pecuniary  advantages  arifing 
from  this  meafure  were  obvious 
from  this  ffatement,  becaufe  the 
public  would  difpofe  of  a  revenue 
of  2,ooo,oool.  for  which  they 
would  clear  of  public  debt  to  fuch 
an  amount,  that  the  intereft  would 
produce  a  fum  of  2,400,000!.  leav¬ 
ing  a  clear  gain  of  400,000k 
Under  thefe  circumflances,  the 
Situation  of  the  perfon  who  pur- 
chafed  the  land  tax  would  be  that 
of  having  a  landed  fecurity  for  his 
property,  and  that  at  a  rate  fo  fa¬ 
vourable  as  to  render  it  a  very 

j 

defirable  objefl ;  the  public  would 
be  a  confiderable  gainer,  and  eighty 
millions  of  capital  would  be  taken 
out -of  the  market.  He  fhould  not 
only  propofe  to  place  a  fum  of 
2,000,000!.  under  the  annual  con- 
troul  of  parliament ;  but  he  fhould 
propofe,  that  the  fum  of  2,400,000!. 
fhould  be  placed  in  that  fituation  ; 
fo  that  in  fac'd,  infiead  of  lofingany 
of  the  conftitutional  checks  which 

parliament 
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parliament  pofiefled  before,  it  would 
have  a  greater  check  over  the  public 
revenue  than  it  had  at  that  moment. 
It  had  been  objected  to  this  plan, 
he  laid,  that  the  land  tax,  which  it 
was  the  objeft  of  this  meafure  to 
perpetuate,  was  in  many  inftances 
fo  unequal  as  to  amount  abfolntely 
to  an  abufe ;  and  to  perpetuate  ait' 
abufe  was  certainly  a  great  eviL 
Many  gentlemen  had  hated  to  him, 
lhat  if  the  land  tax  was  at  prefent 
equal  in  its  operation,  they  would 
con  lent  .to  this  meafure  ;  but  they 
could  not  give  their  confent  to 
make  abufes  more  permanent  than 
they  were.  To  thefe  objections 
he  anfwered,  that  if  gentlemen  had 
feen.thetax  voted  from  year  to  year, 
for  near  a  century,  without  any  at- 
tempt  being  made  to  correct  this 
inequality,  he  thought  it  was  not 
unfair  to  conclude,  that  as  long  as 
the  land  tax  continued,  it  was  as 
likely  to  continue  under  its  prefent 
arrangement  by  annual  votes,  as  it 
would  be  if  rendered  perpetual. 
This  observation  he  wished  to  out 

l 

flrongly  to  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
houfe.  As  eftates  had  defcended 
from  hand  to  band  for  near  a  cen¬ 
tury,  with  the  ineaualities  originally 

•'  •  m  x  O 

initituted  in  the  land  tax,  it  would 
be  exceedingly  difficult  to  irnpofe 
new  valuations  upon  property.  It 
had  been  fa  id,  that  this  regulation 
would  lead  to  a  new  land  tax:  fwp- 
pofe  a  new  land  tax  fhoukl  be  im- 
pofed  ;  it  was  clear  that  it  could  not 
be  impofed  upon  any  efrate  which 
had  been  difeharged  of  the  old,  in 
any  other  proportion  than  it  would 
be  upon  any  other  efrate  upon 
which  the  old  land  tax  ft  ill  remained, 
except  that  the  amount  of  the  land 
tax,  at  the  time  it  was  redeemed, 
fhould  he  deducted  from  the  efrate, 
otherwife  the  operation  of  it  would 
be  unfair.  He  contended,  that  by 
this  plan,  all  perfons  who  redeemed 


their  land  tax  would  be  fully  as 
fafe  from  any  additional  burden  as 
thofe  who  had  not  redeemed  it. 
With  refpeft  to  the  operation  which 
this  meafure  would  have  upon  land¬ 
ed  gentlemen,  fuppofing  that  other 
perfons  purchafed  the  land  tax 
which  attached  upon  their  eftates, 
he  remarked,  that  this  objection  was 
founded  upon  an  idea,  that  every 
gentlemen  poftefiing  a  landed  efrate 
might  not- be  able  to  pnrehafe  his 
land  tax.  In  the  plan  which  he  had 
to  propofe,  every  advantage  would 
be  given  to  the  owner  of  the  eftate, 
not  only  to  induce  him  to  pnrehafe 
the  land  tax,  but  to  facilitate  his 
effecting  that  ohjefl.  But  if  within 
a  certain  time  (which  the  committee 
would  hereafter  limit)  the  owner  of 
the  land  fhould  not  be  able  to  pur- 
chafe,  provifton  would  be  made, 
that  even  in  that  cafe,  their  fitua- 
tion,  or  that  of  their  heirs,  fhould 
not  be  left  entirely  hopelefs  ;  but 
that  a  farther  period  fboirld  be  al¬ 
lowed  them,  to  take  advantage  of 
the  pnrehafe.  With  refpedf  to  the 
terms  of  the  pnrehafe,  it  was  pro- 
pofed,  that  the  payment  fhould  be 
regulated  by  the  price  of  ftock  ;  and 
that  the  payment  fhould  never  be 
made  in  money,  but  always  in  a 
transfer  of  ftock.  This  was  un- 
queftionabfy  as  good  a  mode  of  pay¬ 
ment  a?  if  it  was  paid  in  money,  and 
would  have  the  eSfeft  of  faving  the 
intereft,  and  would  accommodate 
itfelf  to  every  fluctuation  of  the 
flocks,  buppofe  the  flocks  were 
taken  at  5c,  which  was  about  the 
price  at  which  they  now  were,  the 
intereft  which  a  perfon  might  make 
of  money  in  the  funds  was  6  per 
cent.:  and  confequently  the  number 
of  years  pnrehafe  was  between  fix- 
teen  and  feventeen  years.  He- meant 
that  the  land  tax  fhould  be  taken  at 
twenty  years  pnrehafe.  From  this 
ftatement  it  would  appear,  that. 
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there  would  be  a  transfer  of  forty 
pounds  .of  flock  for  every  one 
pound  of  land  rax  redeemed.  Upon 
this  principle,  if  the  flocks  were  at 
75,  then  it  would  be  at  thirty  years 
purchafe,  and  fo  on, always  making 
a  difference  of  pne  year’s  purchafe 
for  every  per  cent,  variation  in 
the  flocks ;  and  the  refult  of  the 
whole  of  this  meafure  would  be 
that  the  public  would  gain  one  fifth, 
or  400,0001.  As  for  landed  gen¬ 
tlemen,  fuppofing  them  capable  of 
purchafing  their  tax,  he  thought 
that  giving  them  an  opportunity  of 
doing  it  at  twenty  years  purchafe 
was  a  fufficient  temptation  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  make  the  purchafe  ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  a 
confiderable  advantage  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  to  fell  the  land  tax  at  twenty 
years  purchafe,  while  others  were 
redeeming  the  flock  at  the  rate  of 
between  fixteen  and  ieventeen  years 
purchafe.  He  admitted,  that  there 
was  a  difference  between  funded 
and  landed  fecurity,  in  point  of 
value ;  landed  property  was  hardly 
ever  fold  for  lefs  than  from  twenty- 
eighty  to  thirty  years  purchafe ; 
whereas  funded  property  was  at 
about  fixteen  or  feventeen  years. 
It  was  therefore  obvious  that  great 
advantages  were  given  to  the  pur- 
chafer  when  he  was  given  that 
which  was  equivalent  to  landed  pro¬ 
perty  at  twenty  years  purchafe  ;  the 
fhare,  therefore,  afked  for  the  pub¬ 
lic,  was  little,  while  the  advantage 
it  afforded  to  the  individual  was 
great,  if  it  was  to  be  called  landed 
fecurity  ;  but  he  did  not  mean  to 
fay  it  was  in  every  relpecl  the  fame, 
becaufe  it  was  an  unimprovable 
eftate.  It  was  his  intention  to  give 
every  poffible  advantage  to  the 
holders  of  land,  and  of  courfe  to 
exclude  ftrangers  from  purchafing 
the  tax.  For  this  purpofe  it  was 
propofed  to  give  a  power  to  every 


man  who  had  even  a  temporary 
right  to  theeflate,  to  fecure  on  the 
eftate  the  money  which  he  might 
borrow  for  that  purpofe,  thus  to 
put  the  tenant  in  tail  and  the  te¬ 
nant  for  life  in  the  fame  fituation 
with  the  tenant  in  fee ;  and  it  was 
alfo  propofed  to  give  a  power  of 
felling  part  of  a  fettled  eftate  to 
free  the  reft  from  the  burden  of 
the  tax.  If  the  owner  was  not  able 
to  redeem  the  tax,  then  it  was  pro¬ 
pofed  that  he  fhould  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  redeem  it  till  that  period 
when  the  monied  men  would  have 
the  lead  objection  to  return  to  the 
poffeffion  of  flock  :  the  period  he 
would  fix  would  be,  when  the  old 
finking  fund  fhould  be,  at  what  was 
called  the  maximum,  that  is,  when 
the  intereft  was  no  longer  to  go  on 
in  a  compound  ratio;  this  would 
be  when  the  old  finking  fund 
would  amount  to  4,200, cool,  an¬ 
nually.  If  then  the  country  fhould 
be  able  to  get  through  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  the  prefent  moment,  they 
had  a  right  to  look  forward  with 

confidence  :  they  would  foon  arrive 

'  •> 

at  a  period  at  which  they  would 
have  a  finking  fund  of  between 
feven  and  eight  millions,  applica¬ 
ble  annually  to  the  redu&ion  of 
the  national  debt.  When  that  hap¬ 
pened  there  muft  be  an  end  of  all 
difficulties  refpe&ing  the  public 
credit ;  there  would  tfien  be  an  end 
of  all  difference  between  landed 
and  funded  property.  He  next 
fpoke  to  the  fluctuation  to  which 
the  land  tax  on  particular  eftates 
was  liable.  By  the  mode  of  divi- 
flon  pointed  out  in  the  land  tax 
adl,  the  charge  on  particular  di~ 
ftricfts  continued  unaltered;  but 
this  was  not  the  cafe  within  the 
difhiCts;  there  alterations  would 
be  found  to  take  place.  He  be¬ 
lieved,  however,  that  in  moft  part 
of  the  kingdom  the  operation  of 
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the  repartition  of  the ‘charge  on 
individual  eflates  was  very  little. 
The  places  mod  liable  to  variation 
were  towns,  and  parts  where  new 
buildings  were  eftablifhing.  In 
the  metropolis  it  was  very  confider- 
able.  In  Mary- la-bonne  the  tax; 
was  every  day  lighter.  Where  a 
change  was  likely  to  take  pffice,  it 
was  thought  moil  advifable  to 
fuffer  the  proprietor  to  redeem  it 
at  its  prefect  rate,  and  he  might 
then  wave  the  advantage  in  the 
event  of  an  increase  in  the  tax,  and 
fubmit  to  the  Iofs  which  he  would 
fu Train  by  an  abatement;  or  he 
might,  if  the  commiffioners  thought 
proper,  go  on  receiving  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  prefect  and 
future  rates  of  the  receiver- general, 
in  cafe  of  an  increafe,  and  fettling 
with  the  parifh  in  the  other  alter¬ 
native.  It  might  happen  that  a 
pnrchafer  might  contrail  not  only 
for  the  land  tax  of  individual  e- 
flates,  but  alfo  for  that  of  a  ditlricl, 
in  which  cafe  no  fluctuation  would 
arife. 

Such  were  the  outlines  of  a  plan, 
the  details  of  which  were  neceffari- 
Iv  long.  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with 
proposing fifteen  refolutions,  which, 
as  they  formed  the  flratum  of  the 
bill,  are  inferted  here. 

I.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  the  feveral  and  re- 
fpeilive  funis  of  money  charged  by 
virtue  of  an  ait  of  the  prefect  fef- 
fion  of  parliament,  intituled,  “  An 
ail  for  granting  an  aid  to  his  majes¬ 
ty  by  a  land  tax,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1798,”  on  the  refpeilive 
counties  and  places  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  in  refpeil  of  the  premiffes  in 
the  faid  ail  mentioned,  lying  with- 
m  the  lame  counties  and  places  re- 
fpeilively,  to  be  raifed,  levied,  and 
paid  unto  his  majefly,  within  the 
fpace  of  one  year,  from  the  25th 
day  cf  March,  1798,  Brail,  from 


and  after  the  expiration  of  the  faid 
term,  continue,  and  be  raifed,  le¬ 
vied,  and  paid  yearly,  to  his  ma- 
jefly,  his  heirs,  and  fuccefTors,  from 
and  after  the  25th  day  of  March, 
in  every  year,  for  ever ;  fubjeilj 
neverthelefs,  to  the  rules,  regular 
t’ons,  reilriilions,  and  conditions 
of  redemption,  to  be  prefcribed. 

II.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  it  fiiall  be  lawful 
for  commiffioners  to  be  appointed 
for  that  purpoft,  to  contract  and 
agree  with  all  and  every  perfon  s 
or  perfon,  bodies  politic  or  cor¬ 
porate,  having  or  holding  any  ma¬ 
nors,  meffiiages,  or  tenements,  for 
the  redemption  of  the  land  tax 
charged  upon  their  refpedlive  ma¬ 
nors,  meffiiages,  or  tenements,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  afTcffiment  and  pound 
rate  to  be  made  in  purfuance  of  the 
faid  aft ;  and  that  the  confideration 
to  be  given  for  fuch  redemption 
ffiall  be  fo  much  capital  flock  of 
public  annuities,  transferable  at  the 
bank  cf  England,  bearing  an  in- 
terefl  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds 
per  centum  per  annum,  commonly 
called  the  three  pounds  per  centum 
confolidated  annuities,  and  the 
three  pounds  per  centum  reduced 
annuities,  as  will  yield  an  annu  ity 
or  dividend,  exceeding  the  amount 
of  the  land  tax  fo  to  be  redeemed 
bv  one-fifth  part  thereof;  fuch 
capital  flock  to  be  transferred  to 
the  commiffioners  for  the  reduction 
of  the  national  debt  within  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  five  years,  from  the 
day  of  by  four  inflalments 

in  every  year;  videlicet,  on  thefirfl 
day  of  May,  the  firfl  day  of  Au- 
gufl,  the  firfl  day  of  November, 
and  the  firfl  day  of  February,  in 
each  year  :  the  firfl  inflalment  to 
be  made  on  luch  of  the  faid  days  as 
fhali  next  enfue  after  the  entering 
into  fuch  contraCl ;  but  with  liber¬ 
ty  to  any  perfon  to  flipulate  with 
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tliefaid  commiffioners  for  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  the  whole  of  the  faid  capital 
flock  at  one  time,  or  within  a  lefs 
period  than  five  years,  fo  that  the 
fame  be  made  by  even  inftalments, 
at  equal  intervals  within  the  period 
agreed  upon,  and  by  not  lefs  than 
four  inflalments  in  each  year  of  the 
faid  period. 

III.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  all  bodies  po¬ 
litic,  corporate,  or  collegiate,  cor¬ 
porations  aggregate  or  foie,  and  all 
guilds,  myfteries,  fraternities,  or 
brotherhoods,  and  all  truflees  or 
feoffees  in  truft  for  charities  or 
other  public  purpofes,  halving  any 
eftate  or  intereft  in  any  fuchma- 

J 

nors,  mefTiiages,  or  tenements, 
whatever  may  be  their  eftate  or  in¬ 
tereft  therein,  other  than  tenants  at 
rack  rent,  and  all  committees  of 
lunatics  or  ideots,  and  guardians  of 
infants,  and  all  executors  and  ad- 
miniftratof's,  and  all  other  truflees 
whatfoever,  may  contract  with  the 
faid  commiffioncrs  to  be  appointed 
for  the  faid  purpofes  ;  and  that  per- 
fons  in  the  actual  poffeffion,  or  be¬ 
neficially  entitled  to  the  rents  and 
profits  of  aiiy  manors,  meffiiages, 
or  tenements  (other  than  tenants  at 
rack  rent),  ihall  be  preferred  in 
the  purchafe  of  fuch  land  tax  to 
perfons  in  remainder,  reverfion,  or 
expectancy,  provided  they  offer  to 
contract  for  the  redemption  of  finch 
land  tax  on  or  before  a  day  to  be 
fpecified;  but  that  the  perfons  m 
remainder,  reverfion,  or  expectan¬ 
cy,  (hall  be  entitled  to  redeem 
fuch  land  tax  in  preference  to  any 
other  perfons  having  no  eftate  or 
intereft  therein,  according  to  the 
priority  of  fuch  their  refpeCtive 
eftates  or  interefts,  and  in  the  order 
in  which  they  will  be  refpeCtively 
entitled  to  fucceed  to  the  faid  ma¬ 
nors.,  meffiiages,  or  tenements  ;  and 
that  in  cafe  of  demife  at  rack  rent, 


the  perfons  beneficially  entitled  to 
the  rent  referved  Ihall  (notwith¬ 
standing  any  covenant)  be  consider¬ 
ed  as  being  in  the  aChial  poffeffion 
of  fuch  manors,  meffiiages,  or  tene¬ 
ments,  for  the  purpofe  of  claiming 
fuch  benefit  of  preference,  with 
power  to  add  the  amount  of  the 
land  tax  fo  purchafed  to  the  rent 
referved,  and  to  ufe  the  fame  pow¬ 
ers  for  the  recovery  thereof  as  for 
the  recovery  of  rent  in  arrear;  and 
that  on  the  completion  of  any  con¬ 
tract  for  the  redemption  of  the  land 
tax,  by  the  perfon  having  fuch  ti¬ 
tle  to  preference,  or  by  any  other 
on  his  behalf,  and  payment  of  the 
firft  inftalment  thereof,  the  manors, 
meffiiages,  or  tenements,  comprifed 
in  fuch  contract,  fliall  thenceforth 
be  wholly  freed  and  exonerated 

from  the  land  tax  charged  there¬ 
to 

on,  and  from  all  farther  affeffments 
thereof,  unlefis  the  perfon  contract¬ 
ing  for  fuch  land  tax  fliall,  at  the 
time  of  entering  into  the  contract 
for  the  fame,  declare  his  option  to 
be  confidered  as  on  the  fame  foot¬ 
ing  with  a  third  perfon  purchasing 
the  land  tax ;  and  that  upon  every 
contract  to  be  entered  into  as  afore- 
faid,  upon  which  the  transfer  of 
flock  fliall  be  made  by  inftalments, 
there  fliall  be  paid  at  the  time  of 
making  the  fecond  inftalment  up¬ 
on  fuch  contract,  and  fo  of  every 
fubfequent  inftalment  upon  fuch, 
contract,  into  the  hands  of  the 
cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land  (whofe  receipt  fliall  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  dlfcharge)  to  the  life  of  his 
majefty,  his  heirs,  or  fucceffors,  a 
fum  of  money,  by  way  of  intereft, 
to  be  computed  from  the  period  of 
the  firft  inftalment,  equal  to  four- 
fifth  parts  of  the  amount  of  what 
would  have  been  the  produce  up 
to  the  time  of  making  fuch  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  whole  of  the  flock  to 

be 
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be  transferred  upon  fuch  contraCl, 
after  deducting  therefrom  the  a*- 
mount  of  the  produce  of  fuch  part 
of  the  flock  as  fliall  then  have  been 
transferred  ;  and  in  every  fuch 
cafe  the  perfons  beneficially  en¬ 
titled  to  any  eflate  in  remainder, 
reverfion,  or  expectancy,  in  the 
manors,  rnefiuages,  or  tenements, 
whereof  fuch  land  tax  fliall  have 
been  fo  contracted  for,  fhall,  at 
anv  time  or  times  after  fuch  eflate 
fliall  veil  in  poffeflion,  by  reafon 
of  the  determination  of  the  next 
preceding  eflate  or  interefl,  be  en¬ 
titled,  upon  an  alignment  of  fuch 
contraCl,  upon  transferring  to  fuch 
original  contractors  the  like  a- 
mount  of  the  three  per  centum 
bank  annuities  as  was  transferred 
by  fuch  original  contractors  as  the 
confederation  for  the  redemption 
of  the  land  tax,  or  upon  paying  to 
fuch  original  contractors  (at  their 
option)  fuch  a  fum  as  fliall  be  of 
equal  value  therewith  at  the  time 
of  fuch  conveyance,  and  in  the 
fame  option  to  be  confidered  on  the 
footing  of  a  third  perfon,  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  fuch  land  tax  as  the  perfon 
or  perfons  firlt  redeeming  the  fame 
might  have. 

IV.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  all  bodies  po¬ 
litic  or  corporate,  and  other  per¬ 
fons  being  in  the  aClual  poffeiTion, 
or  entitled  beneficially  to  the  rents 
2nd  profits  of  any  manors,  mef- 
luages,  or  tenements,  may  fell  anv 
part  or  parts  thereof,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  redeeming  or  purchafing 
fuch  land  tax,  or  charge  the  faid 
manors,  meffuages,  or  tenements, 
with  fuch  fum  or  fums  of  money 

•  j 

a's  fliall  be  fufficient  to  redeem  or 
purchafe  the  land  tax  charged 
thereon  ;  and  for  fecuring  the  re¬ 
payment  of  fuch  fum  or  fums  of 
money,  with  interefl,  may  convey, 
lurrendeY,  or  demife  the  fame  by 


way  of  mortgage;  or  may  grant, 
limit,  or  appoint,,  any  yearly  funi 
or  fums  of  money,  by  way  of  a 
perpetual  rent  charge,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  the  land  tax 
charged  upon  the  faid  manors,  mef¬ 
fuages,  or  tenements,  to  be  i (Tiling 
out  of  and  charged  upon  fuch  ma¬ 
nors,  meffuages,  or  tenements :  and 
every  fuch  fale,  conveyance,  mort¬ 
gage,  or  grant  of  any  rent  charge, 
fliall,  after  the  fame  fhall  be  duly 
enrolled,  be  good,  valid,  and  ef¬ 
fectual  in  the  law,  to  all  intents, 
nocwithftanding  any  defeCt  of  title 
in  any  of  the  parties  thereto ;  and 
the  refpeCtive  perfons  to  whom 
any  fuch  fale  or  mortgage  fliall  be 
made,  or  any  fuch  rent  charge  fliall 
be  granted,  fliall  refpeCtively  hold 
the  manors,  meffuages,  or  tene¬ 
ments,  or  the  faid  rent  charges, 
freed  and  abfolutelv  difcharged 
from  ail  former  titles,  charges,  and 
incumbrances  whatfoever;  and 
that  where-ever  there  fliall  be  any 
furplus,  after  paying  fo  much  as 
fliall  be  fufficient  for  the  purchafe 
of  three  per  centum  annuities,  to 
be  transferred  as  the  confideration 
for  fuch  land  tax,  the  faid  furplus 
fliall  be  paid  into  or  placed  in  the 
bank  of  England,  in  the  name  and 
with  the  privity  of  the  accountant- 
general  of  the  court  of  chancery, 
to  the  intent  that  fuch  furplus  mo¬ 
ney  may  be  inverted,  as  foon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  under  the 
direction,  and  with  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  faid  court,  in  the  pur¬ 
chafe  of  other  ertates  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  like  ufes,  and  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  fame  (food  fet¬ 
tled  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  fuch 
.furplus  to  be  inverted  in  govern¬ 
ment  or  other  public  fecurities,  in 
the  name  of  the  faid  accountant- 
general  ;  and  the  dividends  and  an¬ 
nual  produce  thereof  fliall,  from 
time  to  time,  belong  to  the  perfon 

who 
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who  would,  for  the  time  being, 
have  been  entitled  to  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  manors,  mefluages, 
or  tenements  purchafed. 

V.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this' 
committee,  that  if,  within  a  time 
to  be  named,  no  contract  Ilia!!  be 
entered  into  with  the  corn  midi  oners 
to  be  appointed  for  the  redemption 
or  purchafe  of  the  land  tax,  or  any 
part  or  parcel  thereof,  charged  in 
any  parifli  or  place  by  any  perfon 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  preference, 
or  bv  anv  oerfon  fubftitmed  in  that 

✓  si 

behalf,  the  fa  id  commiffioners  may 
then  put  up  to  fale,  either  by  pub¬ 
lic  auction  or  other  wife,  as  the 
commiffioners  for  the  treafury  for 
the  time  being  fnall  direct,  the  whole 
or  anv  part  or  parcel  of  the  faid 
land  tax  charged  in  any  county, 
or  divifion  of  any  county,  or  in  any 
parifh  or  place,  or  any  fpecific 
fbare  or  hi  a  res  thereof,  or  any  land 
tax  charged  on  anv  particular  eflate 
or  eflates,  or  any  part  or  parcel 
thereof,  which  ffiaii  not  be  redeem¬ 
ed  or  purchafed  within  the  faid  pe¬ 
riod,  and  to  contract  and  agree 
with  any  perfons  for  the  fale  of  the 
fame,  fubjedt  to  a  provifo  for  the 
redemption  of  fuch  land  tax,  at  the 
time  and  in  the  manner  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  ;  and  the  manors,  mefluages, 
or  tenements  whereon  the  land  tax 
purchafed  is  charged  fhali  be  fub- 
jeft  to  a  new  affeffment  from  year 
to  year  by  an  equal  pound  rate,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the*value  thereof,  in 
common  with  all  other  eltates  in 
the  fame  parifli  which  fnall  remain 
chargeable  to  the  land  tax  ;  and  the 
confideration  (hall  be  the  transfer 
of  (lock  in  the  three  per  cent,  an¬ 
nuities,-  transferable  at  the  blPUt 
of  England  as  aforefaid,  of  the  like 
amount  as  is  hereinbefore  directed, 
unto-  the  commiffioners  appointed 
for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  to  be  made  within  the  period 


H 

of  one  year  from  the  time  of  enter¬ 
ing  into  fuch  contract,  by  four  in'- 
flalments  of  not  lefs  than  ond- 
fourth  part  of  the  whole  amount  of 
the  flock  to  be  fo  transferred  as 
aforefaid,  at  intervals  of  three 
months  from  each  other;  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  fuch  (lock  for  the  firff  in- 
flalment  to  be  made  at  the  end  of 
three  months  from  the  time  of  en¬ 
tering  into  fuch  contract,  but  with 
liberty  to  contract  and  agree  with 
the  laid  commiffioners  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  to  transfer  the  whole  of 
the  flock  agreed  to  be  transferred 
as  the  confideration  for  fuch  re¬ 
demption  or  purchafe  at  the  time 
prescribed  for  the  transfer  of  the 
firit  infkdment  thereof,  or  to  trans¬ 
fer  fuch  flock  in  any  greater  pro¬ 
portions,  and  in  any  lefs  number 
of  inftalments  than  are  before  pre- 
lcribed,  fo  as  that  fuch  inftalments 
fhail  not  be  made  at  a  greater  in¬ 
terval  than  three  months  from  each 
other;  and  that  fuch  rate  of  inter-, 
ell  fnall  be  payable  as  in  the  cafe  of 
land  tax  redeemed  by  perfons  hav¬ 
ing  a  title  to  preference,  and  filch 
perfons  {hall  be  entitled  to  demand 
and  receive,  for  their  own  ufe,  the 
full  amount  of  the  land  tax  pur¬ 
chafed  by  them,  free  of  all  charges 
and  deductions  Whatever,  at  the 
refpeCtive  times,  and  in  the  re- 
lpeCtive  proportions  at  which  the 
fame  111  a  11  be  payable,  but  which 
fiall  be  redeemable  by  the  perfon 
or  perfons  refpeftively  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  preference  in  refpedl 
to  their  tenure  in  the  faid  manors, 
meffiuages,  or  tenements,  at  the  pe¬ 
riod  to  be  limited  for  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  fame. 

VI.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  receiver- 
general  of  each  county,  riding,  or 
place,  where  any  fuch  land  tax 
(hall  remain  chargeable  as  afore¬ 
faid,  after  the  fame  fnall  have  been 
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purchased,  not  as  a  fpecific  charge 
on  any  manors,  mefluages,  or  tene¬ 
ments,  in  fuch  parifli  or  place,  or 
his  deputy  or  deputies,  fhall,  before 
fuch  land  tax  fhall  have  become 
due  and  payable,  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  September,  for  the  half  year 
ending  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
September,  and  on  the  fixteenth 
day  of  March  for  the  half, year  end¬ 
ing  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March  in  every  year,  '  upon  de¬ 
mand,  pay,  or  caufe  to  be  paid,  to 
the  purchafer  or  purchafers  there¬ 
of,  or  the  heirs,  executors,  admini- 
f  fra  tors,  or  ailigns,  of  fuch  purcha¬ 
fer  or  purchafers  relpeCtively,  the 
full  amount  of  the  land  tax  fo  pur- 
chafed,  free  of  all  charges  and  de¬ 
ductions  whatever,  without  fee  or 
reward,  out  of  anv  public  monies 
in  his  hands,  in  the  manner  to  be 
provided  :  and  that  where  any  pur- 
chafe  fhall  be  made  of  any  land 
tax  as  a  fpecific  charge  on  any  ma¬ 
nors,  mefiliages,  or  tenements,  or 
where  any  perfon,  &c.  entitled  to 
preference  fhall  have  made  his  op¬ 
tion,  to  be  confidered  on  the  foot¬ 
ing  of  a  third  perfon  purchafing 
the  land  tax,  and  any  abatement 
fhali  afterwards  take  place  in  the 
fum  fo  charged,  the  receiver-gene¬ 
ral  (hall,  upon  the  production  of 
the  certificate  of  fuch  abatement, 
pay  the  full  amount  thereof,  free 
of  all  charges  and  deductions  what- 
ever,  and  without  fee  or  reward, 
to  fuc-h-perfon  or  pCrfons  as  afore- 
faid,  in  like  manner,  and  ,  out  of 
fuch  monies,  and  at  fuch  times  of 
payment,  as  is  directed,  for  the 
payment  of  the  whole  of  the  land 
tax  pure  baled  :  and  that  in  default 
of  fuch  payment  by  the  receiver- 
general  or  his  deputy,  the  pur¬ 
chafer,  or  the  heirs,  executors,  ad- 
miniftrators,  or  affigns  of  fuch  pur¬ 
chafer,  may  caufe  notice,  of  fuch 
default  to  be  given  to  the  occu¬ 


pier  of  the  manors,  meflqages,  of 
tenements  on  which  the  land  tax 
fo  purchafed  fir  all  be  charged  ;  and 
fuch  occupier  fhall  be  obliged  td 
pay  the  fame  upon  demand,  unlefs 
he  fhall  have  previoufly  paid  the 
fame  for  want  of  fuch  notice  to  the 
collector  of  the  parifli  5  or  unlefs 
the  vearly  value  of  the  eftate, 
whereon  fuch  land  tax  fhall  have 
been  charged  (eflimating  fuch  va¬ 
lue  by  the  rack  rents  and  the  high- 
elt  improvements  made  thereof) 
fir  all  be  reduced  fo  that  the  eftates 
fhall  be  charged  with  a  higher  rate 
than  four  fhillings  in  the  pound  on 
fuch  value;  in  which  cafe  the  oc¬ 
cupier  fhall  not  be  liable  to  the 
payment  of  any  greater  fum  thaii 
after  the  rate  of  four  fhillings  iri 
the  pound  on  fuch  value ;  or  nn- 
lefs  the  land  tax  fhall,  by  any  abate¬ 
ment  thereof,  be  reduced  to  a  fum 
lefs  than  the  fum  charged  on  the 
fame  manors,  mefluages,  or  tene¬ 
ments,  at  the  time  of  the  purchafe ; 
in  which  cafe,  fuch  occupier  fhall 
not  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  any 
greater  fum  than  the  fum  actually 
charged  on  fuch  manors,  meffuages, 
or  tenements,  at  the  time  of  the 
demand,  with  the  like  remedies  for 
the  recovery  as  landlords  may  by 
law  have  for  the  recovery  of  rent  in 
arrear:  and  that  in  cafe  of  any  di¬ 
minution  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  to 
the  purchafer  of  any  land  tax,  by 
reafon  of  any  reduction  in  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  eftate  charged  therewith, 
the  purchafer  {hall  have  the  option 
of  continuing  to  receive  a  fum  ne- 
ceffary  to  complete,  in  each  year,, 
the  whole  annual  amount  of  the 
fum  originally  purchafed  by  him, 
or  to  demand  of  and  from  the  com- 
mifiioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 
national  debt  a  transfer  of  fo  much 
capital  flock  in  the  three  per  cen¬ 
tum  bank  annuities  as  fhall  yield 
an  intereft  exceeding  the  amount 
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of  fuch  abatement  by  one-fifth  part 
thereof. 

VII.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  if  the  receiver- 
general  of  any  County  where  any 
land  tax  fhail  be  purchafed,  not  as 
a  fpecific  charge  upon  any  particu¬ 
lar  manors,  meffuages,  or  tene¬ 
ments,  in  any  parifh  or  place,  but 
a  charge  upon  fuch  parifh  or  place 
at  large,  or  upon  fuch  part  thereof 
as  fhail  continue  chargeable,  fliall 
neglect  to  pay  to  the  purchafer  of 
any  land  tax  the  full  amount  of  the 
land  tax  fo  purchafed,  the  pur¬ 
chafer  may  caufe  notice  of  fuch  de¬ 
fault  to  be  given  to  the  colle&or 
of  the  faid  land  tax,  and  of  his  in¬ 
tention  to  receive  the  land  tax  in 
future  from  fuch  colle&or  ;  and  on 
fuch  notice,  every  fuch  purchafer 
fliall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  a- 
mount  of  fuch  land  tax  from  fuch 
collector  accordingly  :  or  if  fuch 
receiver-general  where  any  land  tax 
fliall  be  purchafed  as  a  fpecific 
charge  on  any  particular  eflate  or 
eftates,  or  where  any  land  tax  fhail 
be  redeemed  by  the  perfon  entitled 
to  preference,  who  fliall  have  made 
his  option  to  be  confidered  on  the 
footing  of  a  third  perfon  purchafing 
the  land  tax,  and  any  abatement 
fliall  afterwards  take  place  in  the 
fum  fo  charged,  fliall  negle£l  to 
pay  to  the  perfons  entitled  to  fuch 
land  tax  the  full  amount  of  fuch 
abatement,  fuch  purchafer  may 
caufe  the  like  notice  to  be  given  to 
the  collector  to  entitle  fuch  pur¬ 
chafer  to  the  land  tax  fo  purchafed 
from  fuch  colleftor  in  the  manner 
before  directed ;  and  that  every 
fuch  colle&or,  on  the  production 
of  the  contract  of  purchafe,  fhail, 
from  time  to  time,  pay,  or  caufe 
to  be  paid,  to  fuch  purchafer,  the 
full  amount  of  the  land  tax  purchaf¬ 
ed,  free  of  all  charges  and  deduc¬ 
tions  whatever,  and  without  fee  or 
1798. 


reward,  out  of  any  monies  in  the 
hands  of  fuch  collector,  arifing 
from  the  produce  of  the  land  tax 
in  fuch  paridi  or  place,  unlefs  fucii 
collector  fhail,  for  want  of  fuch  no¬ 
tice  as  aforefaid,  have  paid  the 
whole  of  the  land  tax  charged  in 
fuch  parifh  or  place  to  the  receiver- 
general  of  the  county. 

VIII.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  land  tax 
purchafed  fliall  not  be  fubjeCt  to 
redemption  until  the  period  when 
the  dividends  arifing  from  the  pur- 
.chafes  of  flock  made  by  the  corn- 
mi  dioners  for  the  redaction  of  fuch 
part  of  the  national  debt  which  ex- 
ifled  previous  to  the.  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  war,  fliall,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  aCls  now  in  force, 
ceafe  to  accumulate,  and  be  con- 
fidered  as  redeemed,  and  in  the 
difpofition  of  parliament  and  that 
after  that  period,  and  at  any  time 
during  three  years  then  next  en- 
fuing,  every  perfon  being  in  the 
podedion  of  or  beneficially  entitjpd 
to  any  manors,  mefiuages,  or  tene¬ 
ments,  charged  with  any  land  tax 
which  fliall  have  been  purchafed, 
fliall,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
refpeClively  fliall  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  redeeming  their  land  tax, 
according  to  the  rate  of  preference 
for  fuch  redemption,  be  entitled  to 
treat  with  the  commiffioners  to  be 
appointed  for  the  redemption  of 
fuch  laud  tax,  or  any  part  or  par¬ 
cel  thereof,  in  fuch  and  the  like 
manner  in  all  refpedls  as  he  might 
have  done  within '  the  period  to 
be  firfl  limited  ;  provided  that  no¬ 
tice  in  vyriting  be  given  to  the  re¬ 
ceiver-general,  fpecifying  the  a- 
mount  of  the  land  tax  fo  redeemed, 
who  fliall  caufe  notice  thereof  to 
be  given  to  the  original  purchafer, 
his  executors,  adminidrators,  or 
afligns;  and  all  payments  to  fuch 
E  original 
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priginal  purchafer  on  account  of 
inch  land  tax  lhall  ceafe  and  deter¬ 
mine  from  the  end  of  the  quarter  of 
the  year  next  en filing  fuch  pur- 
chafe;  and  that  the  commiffioners 
for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt,  on  application  made  to  them 
by  the  original  purchafer,  his  heirs, 
executors,  admiuiflrators,or  affigns, 
and  on  prodnftiou  to  the  faid  com- 
miffi oners  of  the  original  contract 
or  pur.hafe,  and  df  the  notice 
given  to  fuch  purchafer,  his  heirs, 
executors, adminiftrators,  or  affigns, 
by  the  receiver  general,  of  the  re¬ 
demption  of  fuch  land  tax,  ffiall 
either  transfer  to  him  fo  mueh 
capital  frock  in  the  three  per  cent, 
annuities  as  (hall  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  by  fuch  original  purchafer, 
his  heirs,  executors,  adminiftrators, 
or  affigns,  as  the  confederation  for 
the  purehafe  of  fuch  land  tax,  or 
at  his  option  fo  much  rhoney  as  the 
1  capital  flock  fo  transferred  was 
worth  at  the  time  of  the  firth  pur^ 
chafe,  and  fuch  contract  {hall  there¬ 
upon  be  determined,  and  of  no  ef- 
feft ;  and  that  whenever  any  land 
tax  purchafed  ffiall  be  afterwards 
redeemed,  the.  manors,  melfuages, 
or  tenements,  comprifed  in  fuch 
contract  ill  all  be  wholly  freed  and 
exonerated  from  the  land  tax 
charged  thereon,  and  from  all  far- 
ther  affe Aments  thereof. 

IX.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  non-per¬ 
formance  of  any  contract  ffiall  fub- 
jeft  the  party  contracting  to  a  pe¬ 
cuniary  penalty,  not  exceeding 
part  of  the  purehafe  money. 
And  that  the  court  of  exchequer, 
on  the  application  of  the  perfon 
who  {hall  have  incurred  fuch  pe¬ 
nalty,  or  any  other  perfon  who 
may  be  prejudiced  thereby,  by  pe¬ 
tition,  to  be  preferred  in  a  fumma- 
ry  way,  may  enlarge  the  time  for 


the  making  good  any  lubfequent 
inftalment  or  inftalments,  and.  grant 
fuch  relief  to  the  party  or  par-ties 
as  to  the  faid  court  fliall  feem.  meet. 

X.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  if  any  affeffment 
of  land  tax  which  fliall  continue  to 
be  charged  fliall  at  any  time  be 
found  to  exceed  the  rate  of  four 
{hillings  in  the  pound  on  the  an¬ 
nual  value  of  the  manors,  mef- 
fuages,  or  tenements,  the  fame  ffia.il 
be  fubjeft  to  an  abatement  in  the 
manner  in  fuch  cafes  direfted  by 
the  aft  of  the  prefent  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament. 

'f  XI.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  where  any 
manors,  meffuages,  or  tenements, 
which  now  are  rated  together,  and 
chargeable  with  the  payment  of 
one  grofs  fum  by  way  of  land  tax, 
fliall  be  feparated  or  divided,  and 
come  into  the  poffeffion  of  different 
perfons  prior  to  the  time  when 
fuch  manors,  meffuages,  or  tene¬ 
ments,  ffiall  be  exonerated  there¬ 
from  ;  then  the  commiffioners  of 
land  tax  acting  in  or  for  the  divi- 
fion  wherein  fuch  land  tax  fliall  be 
charged,  fliall  caufe  fuch  land  tax 
to  be  apportioned  as  between  fuch 
perfons  refpeftively,  according  to 
the  value  of  their  refpeftive  effates, 
and  to  affefs  and  charge  the  pro¬ 
portions  in  which  their  refpeftive 
eflateS  ffiall  bear  and  fuftain  the 
fame;  and  in  cafe  any  one  of  fuch 
perfons  fliall,  after  fuch  appoint¬ 
ment,  be  compelled  to  pay  the 
whole  of  the  faid  land  tax,  or  more 
than  his  due  proportion  thereof, 
fuch  perfon  fliall  be  reimburfed  by 
the  perfon  who  under  fuch  a ffeff- 
ment  ought  to  have  paid  the  fame, 

fuch  fum  or  fums  of  money  as  he 
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or  fhe  fhaJl  have  been  compelled  to 
pay  over  and  above  his  due  propor¬ 
tion  of  fuch  land  tax,  with  the  like 
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temed/  foi *  the  recovery  thereof  as 
landlords  have  for  the  recovery  of 
rentin  ar/ear. 

XII.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  whenever  in 
any  parifh  or  place  the  whole  of 
the  land  tax  charged  upon  the  ma¬ 
nors,  mblfuages,  or  tenements,  in 
fuch  pari fli  or  place  fli a  1 1  have  been 
redeemed,  and  all  the  manors,  mef- 
fnages,  or  tenements,  in  fuch  parifh 
or  place  fliall  be  exonerated  frorti 
the  payment  of  any  fum  or  fums  of 
money  as  land  tax,  all  afleflfnents 
in  fuch  pariih  or  place  lliall  ceafe 
and  determine. 

XIII.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 

this  committee,  that  when  any 
capital  flock  of  the  three  pound 
per  centum  bank  annuities  fliall  be 
transferred  to  the  commiflioners  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
the  interefl  or  dividend  which 
would  have  been  payable  on  fuch 
flock,  fh all,  from  thenceforth,  ceafe 
to  be  iflued  from  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer,  or  to  be  charged  on  the 
confolidated  fund  ;  and  the  money 
which  would  have  been  applicable 
to  the  payment  thereof  fliall  remain 
and  be  a  part  of  the  growing  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  confolidated  fund  to 
be  applied  in  fuch  manner  as  par¬ 
liament  fliall,  from  time  to  time, 
direft.  * 

XIV.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  in  all  cafes 
where  the  land  tax  on  any  manors, 
mefluages,  or  tenements,  fliall  have 
been  redeemed  by  perfons  entitled 
to  preference,  fuch  manors,  mef- 
fuages,  or  tenements,  fliall  from 
thenceforth  for  ever  be  free  and 
difcharged  from  any  tax,  other 
than  fuch  as  fliall  be  impofed  there¬ 
on,  in  proportion  to  the  annual 
value  of  the  fame,  in  common  with 
all  other  property  of  the  fame  de¬ 
scription  :  provided  always,  that  in 
•vftimating  the  value  of  fuch  pro- 
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perty  the  annual  amount  of  the 
land  tax(fo  redeemed  fliall  be  de¬ 
ducted  therefrom,  and  that  in  all 
other  refp'eCts  the  value  of  fuch 
property  fliall  be  eftimated  in  like 
manner,  and  according  to  the  fame 
regulations  as  fliall  be  applied  to 
property  of  a  like  defcription,  the 
land  tax  on  which  fliall  not  have 
been  fo  redeemed. 

XV.  That  it  is  the  opinion  oif 
this  committee,  that  the  feveral  du¬ 
ties  impofed  oil  malt,  27  Geo.  III. 
and  on  fugar  by  the  acts  of  27th, 
34th,  and  37th  Geo.  III.,  and  on 
tobacco  and  fnuff,  29th  Geo,  III, 
fliall  continue  in  force  till  the  fifth 
day  of  Abril,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  aiid  no 
longer,  but  fliall  from  thenceforth 
ceafe  and  determine,  except  as  to 
arrears  due  or  to  grow  due,  unlefs 
the  fame  fliall  be  fpecially  continu¬ 
ed  by  parliament. 

The  report  of  thefe  refoluiionsi 
was  brought  up  on  the  16th  of 
A*pril,  upon  which  Mr.  Harrifon 
o'bfefved,  that  wrong  and  excep¬ 
tionable  as  he  conceived  'the  raea- 
Turc  to  be  in  principle,  he  would 
have  given  it  his  fupport,  were 
there  any  hopes  of  its  tending  to 
relieve  the  nation  in  its  prefent 
fituation.  If  the  meafure  were  in¬ 
tended  to  relieve  the  country,  its 
operation  ought  to  be  quick  and 
extenfive;  but  the  refolutions  juft 
read  tended  cbvioufly  to  narrow* 
and  retard  any  benefit  that  might 
poffibly  arife  from  this  crude  and 
incontinent  fcheme.  If  the  plan 
were  fuccefsful  it  would  only  pro¬ 
duce  a  having  of  490,000b  per  an¬ 
num,  f.nd  this  not  till  a  period  of  at 
leaft  five  years.  The  mimfter  might- 
foon  realife  a  much  larger  fu  m  by  bet¬ 
ting  his  mind  at  work  to  reduce  the 
public  expenditure,  by  lopping  off 
every  unnecefTary  extravagance  and 
pernicious  waftej  but  what  was 
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the  fituation  in  which  the  land¬ 
holder  mu  ft  be  placed  by  this  plan  ? 
He  was  to  be  called  upon  in  twelve 
months  to  fay,  whether  he  would 
or  would  notpurchale  his  land  tax  ? 
This  fcheme  appeared  fo  unlikely 
to  anfwer  th#  end  which  the  au¬ 
thor  of  it  held  out  to  the  houfe, 
that  he  could  not  help  thinking 
there  was  fome  fecret  purpofe  in 
view  j  it  feemed  to  him,  that  it  was 
intended  to  give  a  new  kind  of 
landed  fecurity  to  certain  funds. 
If  8q,oog,ooo1.  of  3  per  cents,  were 
taken  out  of  the  market  and  in- 
vefted  upon  land,  the  meafure 
might  be  followed  up  ftill  farther, 
until  all  that  defcription  of  hock 
fliould  obtain  this  new  fecurity, 
and  be  thereby  rendered  more  va¬ 
luable  ;  but  no  a<h  had  been  palled 
to  implicate  land  as  collateral  fe¬ 
curity  for  the  funds,  and  he  was 
therefore  very  Unwilling  that  fuch 
a  new  meafure  fhould  at  once  be 
extended  to  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
fourfcore  millions  of  hock.  For 
thefe  reafons  he  would  oppofe  the 
motion  for  the  fecond  reading. 

Mr.  Pitt  contended,  that  part  of 
the  plan  was  a  pecuniary  gain  to 
the  public,  and  that  to  a  conflder- 
able  amount ;  but  that  was  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  a  fecondary  nature;  it  would 
have  an  influence  to  raife  the  price 
of  the  funds,  which  would  tend  to 
raife  the  credit  of  the  country,  and 
.by  fo  doing  increafe  its  refources. 
His  motive  in  this  meafure  was  not 
that  of  railing  the  three  percents,  by 
taking  away  the  value  of  land,  but 
it  was  to  raife  the  value  of  hock  in 
the  funds ;  which,  by  the  way,  was 
a  mortgage  upon  all  the  land,  and 
upon  all  the  commerce  ol  this 
country  ;  and  by  railing  that  va¬ 
lue,  to  raife  the  value  of  every 
other  fpecies  of  property  in  the 
kingdom,  by  increahng  our  re¬ 
fources.  There  was  not  land  to 


be  made  collateral  fecurity  to  the 
funds  this  was  intended  as  a  fecu¬ 
rity  to  the  public,  in  lieu  of  a  duty 
upon  land.  The  particulars  of  the 
meafure  would  come  forward  on 
the  detail  of  the  bill;  and  he  could 
not  regularly  allude  to  them  in  the 
ccurfe  of  a  debate  on  the  refolu- 
tions.  - 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  obferved,  there  was 
one  objection  which  attached  to  the 
very  principle  of  the  plan ;  namely, 
that,  according  to  the  refolutions, 
the  land  tax  now  granted  annually 
was  to  be  converted  into  a  perpe¬ 
tuity  ;  this  tax  from  its  firft  intro¬ 
duction  in  its  prefent  fliape,  more 
than  a  century  pall,  had  beeu  fome- 
times  at  2s.,  fometimes  at  3s.,  but 
never  more  than  4s.  in  the  pound. 
When  it  was  raifed  by  lord  North, 
in  1771;,  from  3s.  to  4s.,  it  received 
the  confent  of  the  country  gentle¬ 
men  exprefsly  upon  the  ground, 
that  other  taxes  were  fcarcely  ever 
leflened,  but  that  the  land  tax  had 
frequently  been  reduced.  But  it 
was  now  propofed  to  make  a  tax 
perpetual,  which  was  only  aflented 
to  at  a  period  of  national  exigency, 
in  the  hope  of  one  clay  feeing  it  re¬ 
mitted.  He  then  reverted  to  the 
probability  there  was  of  a  frefli 
land  tax  being  impofed.  The  mi- 
11  ill  Of  himfelf  had  not  denied  that 
probability;  and  one  of  the  refo¬ 
lutions  provided,  “  That  all  lands, 
&c.  which  fli all  have  been  redeem¬ 
ed,  (hall  for  ever 'be,  and  difcharg- 
ed  from  any  t^x,  other  than  fuch  as 
fuall  he  impofed  thereon  in  proportion  to 
the  annual  value  of  the  fame  in  com- 
rfion  with  all  other  property  of  the  fame 
defcription  \  and  that  in  eftimating 
the  value  of  fuch  property,  the 
annual  amount  of  the  land  tax  fo 
redeemed  fhall  be  deducted.”  He 
contended,  that  it-  might  be  in¬ 
ferred  from  this  refolution,  that 
the  fale  of  the  prefent  land  tax 

might 
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might  lead  to  the  impofition  of  an¬ 
other,  according  to  the prefent  value 
of  the  landed  property  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  Six-pence  in  the  pound  up¬ 
on  the  improved  rents,  would  pro¬ 
bably  fubjeCt  every  landholder  to 
the  payment  of  as  large  a  fum  as 
the  prefent.  When  the  meafure 
was  viewed  in  this  light,  it  could 
only  be  regarded  as  an  iavafion  of 
the  facred  right  of  private  property, 
and  deferved  to  be  reprobated  no 
lefs  than  the  contribution  aft ;  by 
which  a  man’s  fortune  was  inferred 
from  the  quantum  of  his  payment 
to  the  aflefled- taxes,  and  a  portion 
of  it  feifed  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftate. 
He  concluded  with  hoping,  that 
the  houfe  would  not  allow  the  re- 
folutions  to  be  read  a  fecond  time 

The  hon.  Mr.  D.  Ryder  and  lord 
Hawkefbury  entered  into  a  vindica¬ 
tion  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  ;  and  contended  for  the 
utility  of  a  meafure  to  which  they 
had  paid  fuch  feriotfs  attention, 
and  propofed  with  fo  many  co¬ 
gent  arguments  in  its  favour. 

The  refolutions  were  then  read 
a  fecond  time,  and  bills  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  purfuaht  to  the  fame. 

When  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  on  the  23d  of  April,  mov¬ 
ed  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fe¬ 
cond  reading  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Jol- 
liffe  wifhed  the  fecond  reading 
to  be  delayed,  and  moved  an 
amendment  to  that  effeCt.  Mr. 
Pitt  was  againfl  the  delay,  and  en¬ 
tered  into  an  argument  in  fupport 
of  the  meafure.  It  was  unnecelfa- 
ry  to  detain  the  houfe,  by  going 
over  all  the  various  topics  which 
had  been  urged  before  ;  but  he 
begged  leave  to  bring  to  their  re¬ 
collection,  that  the  principal  point 
at  ilTue  between  him  and  thofe*who 
oppofed  the  bill  was,  fuppofing  he 
did  fucceed  in  transferring  fuch  a 
quantity  of  ftock.  into  another  de- 


69 

fcription  of  property,  whether  it 
would  have  a  tendency  to  invigor¬ 
ate  public  credit,  by  railing  the 
price  of  the  funds,  and  reducing 
the  national  debt  ?  They  would 
alfo  recolleCt,  that  when  he  firft 
propofed  the  meafure,  he  Rated, 
that  its  not  being  fuccefsful  in  the. 
firft  inftance  was  no  proof  againft 
its  ultimate  advantage;  though  it 
was  then  rather  uncandidly  urged 
by  his  opponents,  that  it  was  not 
likely  to  prove  of  any  benefit  to 
the  public,  fince  the  bare  mention 
of  the  propofition  on  that  day  had 
not  railed  the  price  of  the  funds. 
He  was  happy,  however,  to  have  it 
in  his  power  to  allure  the  houfe, 
that  a  confiderable  advantage  to 
the  public  had  already  refulted 
from  the  agitation  of  this  meafure. 
It  had  happened,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  a  loan  was  contemplated 
and  even  in  aClual  negotiation,  the 
funds  were  that  dav  higher  than 
they  had  been  on  any  day  fince  he 
firft  propofed  the  fubjeCt  to  the 
houfe;  but  upon  this  circumftance 
he  fet  the  lefs  value,  as  it  was  not 
the  ground  upon  which  he  origin¬ 
ally  recommended  the  meafure  to 
the  houfe.  That  recommendation 
was  founded  entirely  upon  a  diftant 
benefit — not  upon  an  immediate 
one.  He  had  that  day  been  treat¬ 
ing  for  a  loan,  and  he  had  the  fa- 
tisfaCtion  of  afluring  the  houfe,  that 
the  monied-men  entertained  the 
higheft  opinion  of  the  advantages 
likely  to  refult  from  the  fale  of  the4 
land  tax.  In  confequence  of  the 
prefent  fituation  of  the  country,  he 
had  made  a  bargain  (which  would 
be  made  known  to  the  houfe  in  a 
few  days)  more  advantageous  to 
the  public  than  any  he  had  made 
in  times  of  the  greateft  tranquillity. 

The  honourable  Mr.  Pierrepoint 
feconded  the  amendment  propofed 
by  Mr,  Jolliffe,  and  gave  it  as  his 
E  3  opinion, 
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opinion,  that  the  meafure  would 
not  be  of  advantage  to  the  country. 

Lord  Sheffield,  who  had  before 
objected  to  the  principle  cf  the 
bill,  faid,  that  after  a  more  mature 
confideration,  he  found  it  fo  un- 
juft,  fo  partial,  and  in  every  refpedl 
fo  bad,  that  no  mode  of  carrying 
it  into  execution,  or  even  any  ad¬ 
vantage  that  might  pollibly  be  ob¬ 
tained,  could  reconcile  him  to  it, 
becaufe  he  was  convinced  that  the 
mode  propofed  could  not  attain 
the  objedf  which  he  underftood 
was  to  raife  the  value  of  certain 
funds  j  or,  in  other  words,  to  eafe 
that  property  which  was  not  taxed 
at  all,  at  the  expenfe  of  another 
hind  of  property,  viz.  land  and 
lioufcs,  which  were  at  prefent  over¬ 
whelmed  with  taxes.  He  fhould 
never  ceafe  to  remonftrate  againft 
fjuch  condudt  towards  the  landed 
filtered:.  His  iordihip  faid,  that 
an  honourable  baronet  (Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Pultenev)  had  very  ably  ftated 
the  fallacious  expectation  that  was 
held  out  by  the  bili  now  before  the 
houfe. 

Mr.  fecretary  Dundas  fupported 
the  bill,  and  expreffed  fome  fur- 
prife  that  gentlemen  fhould  be  call¬ 
ing  for  the  delay  of  a  bill,  the  ef- 
fenee  of  which  had  been  printed, 
and  in  their  hand  above  a  fortnight 
ago,  for  the  e (fence  of  it  was  to  be 
found  in  the  printed  refolutioris.  He 
thought  it  ((range  alfo  that  they  who 
could  argue  coolly  and  deliberately 
enough  upon  mofttopicswhichcarne 
before  them,  fhould  mix  in  the  dif- 
Cuffion  of  this  matter  a  degree  of 
heat  which  certainly  did  not  belong 
to  it,  for  this  meafure  certainly  re¬ 
quired  a  temperate  difcufiion.  He 
approved  of  the  bill  on  account  of 
its  utility,  as  well  as  fairnefs  and 
equity.  The  landlord  was  under 
no  obligation  to  redeem  his  land 
tax,  and  had  therefore  no  ground 


for  complaint.  He  fupported  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  without 
delay.  Mr.  Hobhoufe-  contended 
that  fome  allowance  ought  to  be 
made  to  country  gentlemen  when 
they  did  ufe  warmth  upon  the  dif¬ 
cufiion  of  this  bill,  when  it  was 
confidered  how  great  an  injury 
they  would  l'uifer  by  the  adoption 
of  the  meafure.  He  agreed  in  the 
obfervations  made  upon  the  bill  by 
lord  Sheffield.  If  it  were  proper 
that  an  additional  poundage  fhould 
be  laid  upon  the  land  (which  he 
did' not  admit),  it  ought  to  be  irn- 
pofed  without  interfering  with  the 
prefent  tax.  Suppofe  the  land¬ 
holders,  by  a  rigid  economy,  to  ef¬ 
fect  the  redemption  of  the  exifting 
tax,  the  old  account  would  foon 
be  forgotten,  the  new  one  only 
would  be  remembered.  The  lan* 
gnage  of  the  min  iff  er  would  then 
be,  “  You  gentlemen  of  -landed 
property  pay  at  prefent  but  a  very 
trifle;  you  certainly  can  afford  t o 
contribute  a  little  more  in  fupport 
of  the  exigencies  of  the  Bate.”  Af¬ 
ter  Mr.  Baftard  and  Mr.  Tierney 
had  oppofed  the  bill,  the  houfe 
divided, 

For  Mr.  Jolliffe’s  amendment  38 

Againft  it  -  153 

Majority  -  -  1 1 5 

A  debate  took  place  on  the  third 
reading  of  this  bill,  on  the  30th  of 
May,  in  which  very  few  additional 
arguments  were  urged  either  for  or 
againft  it.  The  difcufiion  princi¬ 
pally  confided  in  a  recapitulation 
of  the  advantages  and  difadvantages 
which  had  been  urged  in  the  for¬ 
mer  ftages  of  the  bill.  Lord  Shef- 
field  perfifted  in  wifhing  the  entire 
rejection  of  the  meafure.  He  re¬ 
peated,  that  the  houfe  did  not  know 
the  bill ;  and  that  thofe  who 
brought  it  in  did  'not  underftand 
their  own  plan  ;  this  was  clear,  he 
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laid,  from  the  flrange  botch  work  Ayes  -  •  -  33 


which  they  had  made  of  it.  adding 
every  day  many  new  dailies,  and 
altering  others,  fo  that  it  was  by 
no  means  the  fame  as  was  firfl 
brought  in,  and  confequently  un¬ 
known  to  the  country :  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
proved  in  a  very  extraordinary 
manner  that  he  was  unacquainted 
with  the  bill,  by  faying  that  the 
claufe  relative  to  the  future  land 
tax  of  Scotland  had  been  inferted 
without  his  knowledge.  Sir  Rich¬ 
ard  Carr  Glynn  flrongly  fupported 
the  meafure,  and  expreffed  his 
aflonifhment  that  gentlemen  of 
high  refpedlability,  and  known  at¬ 
tachment  to  their  country,  fhould 
fo  decidedly  and  warmly  oppofe  it. 
He  contended,  that  the  country 
had  already  received  much  advan¬ 
tage  from  the  bill.  Previous  .to 
the  rumour  of  this  meafure,  the  3 
per  cent,  annuities  were  at  47  per 
cent,  and  many  gentlemen  con* 
verfant  in  the  operation  of  the 
funds  had  given  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  if  fome  meafure  fimilar  to  this 
in  effed  had  not  been  brought  for¬ 
ward,  the  3  per  cent,  annuities  mud 
have  been  fold  to  the  loan-con- 
tradlor  at  45  per  cent.  The  houfe 
would  recolledt,  that  fince  the 
bringing  forward  this  bill,  the 
minifter  had  bargained  -  with  the 
loan-contradlors  for  the  fame  flock, 
at  upwards  of  48  per  cent.  Here 
was  a  gain  to  the  public  of  3  per 
cent,  on  every  iool.  flock,  making 
on  the  whole  loan  a  gain  of  up¬ 
wards  of  one  million  of  flock.  Af¬ 
ter  Mr.  Sheridan  had  fpoken  in 
oppofition  to  the  bill,  and  lord 
Hawkefbnry  in  its  favour,  the 
houfe  divided  upon  the  motion  of 
lord  Sheffield,  namely,  “  That  in* 
flead  of  the  word  6  now,’  the  words 
‘  this  day  three  months,’  might  be 
jpfertecl.” 


Noes  -  -  133 

The  biii  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

This  being. a  money-bill  was  net 
difeuffed  at  great  length  in  the 
houfe  of  lords ;  but  was  oppofed 
by  feveral  of  their  lordfhips  upon 
nearly  the  fame  grounds  as  it  had 
been  in  the  commons.  Upon  lord 
Grenville’s  motion  for  the  fecond 
reading  on  the  eighth  of  June,  the 
bill  was  flrongly,  oppofed  by  lords 
Caernarvon,  Suffolk,  Thurlow, 
and  Holland.  The  arguments 
urged  by  lord  Thurlow  were  par¬ 
ticularly  energetic.  The  bill,  he 
contended,  was  partial;  its  provi- 
fions  were  more  favourably  framed 
for  the  Scots  land-holder  than  for 
the  Englifh  ;  the  latter  could  not 
apply  to  the  court  of  chancery  for 
redrefs  with  the  fame  facility  that 
the  former  could  appeal  to  the 
court  of  feffion.  He  urged,  that  a 
meafure  which  entitled  every  man 
to  buy,  and  obliged  fo  many  to 
fell,  was  no  other  ip  effect  than  a 
requifition  for  the  difpofal  of  an 
aliquot  part  of  every  man’s  eflate. 
He  c.onfidered  the  idea  of  taxing 
the  perfonal  property  of  every  in¬ 
dividual  equally  neceffary  with  tax¬ 
ing  the  landed  property.  His  Iord<* 
flii p  repeated  a  limile,  which  he  had 
read  in  a  work  refpe£ling  the  ad- 
miniflration  of  Sir  Robert  Wal-. 
pole,  where  the  country  gentlemen 
were  compared  to  flieep,  who 
quietly  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
fhotn  and  re-fhorn  ;  and  the  monied 
men  were  compared  to  hogs,  who 
always  made  a  noife  and  bufllp 
whenever  they  were  attempted  to 
be  touched.  For  this  reaion,  he 
fuppofed,  in  the  prefent  inflance, 
the  latter  defeription  of  perfons 
were  left  untouched;  but  if  the 
land-holders  or  country-gentlemen 
were  fatisfied  with  this  ngeafure, 
they  would  defer  Ve  every  eVil  that 
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could  befall  them.  After  Lord 
Auckland  and  Lord  Grenville  had 
fpoken  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  their 
iordfhips  divided  upon  the  fecond 
reading, 

Contents  (including proxies}  27 
Non  contents  -  7 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
on  the  1 2th  of  June,  when  a  pro- 
teft  againft  it  was  figned  by  the 
dpke§  of  Leeds  and  Leinfter,  and 
lords  Caernarvon,  Suffolk,  and 
Berkshire. 

V  The  next  financial  bufinefs 
which  occurred  in  the  parliamen¬ 
tary  proceedings  of  1798  was  the 
fecond  budget,  introduced  into  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  a  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  on  the  25th  of 
April,  by  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  He  began  by  reminding 
the  committee,  that  when  he  fur* 
nifhed  an  eftimate  of  the  total  ex* 
penditure  in  the  preceding Novern* 
ber,  for  the  enfuing  year,  he  then 
Rated  it  at  nearly  twenty-five  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half,  to  be  provided  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  public  fer* 
vice.  It  was  a  great  fatisfadlion  to 
him,  and  he  trailed  it  would  be 
equally  fo  to  the  committee,  that 
what  he  had  now  to  lay  before 
them  differed  but  little  from  the 
eftimate  which  he  had  gUen  in  be¬ 
fore;  and  that  difference  arofe 
from  fuch  obvious  objedls  as  to 
make  it  unneceftary  for  him  to 
take  up  much  of  their  time  in  ex¬ 
planation.  The  total  amount  of 
Iris  fecond  eftimate  was  28,490,0001. 
differing  by  the  fum  of  three  mil¬ 
lions  of  excefs  from  his  firft.  This 
excefs  had  unavoidably  arifen  from 
the  unforeseen  and  additional  pre¬ 
parations  on  the  part  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  cccafionec]  by  the  threats,  and 
produced  by  the  formidable  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy  againft  us. 

He  then  proceeded  to  Hate  the 


expenditure  under  each  dlftin£! 
head.  The  firft  was  the  navy, 
which  he  had  eftimated  in  Novem¬ 
ber  at  the  fum  of  12,538,0001.  to 
which  the  committee  had  fince  add¬ 
ed  the  fum  of  910,000b  making  a 
total  of  13,448,000b  The  next 
article  of  fupply  was  the  army, 
v/hich  the  committee  would  re¬ 
coiled!  had  been  eftimated  at 
10, 1 1 2,000b  To  this  film  there 
had  been  fince  added  the  charge  of 
1,315,000b  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penfe  incurred  by  the  fupplement* 
ary  militia;  and  130,000b  for  the 
provifional  cavalry.  There  was 
alfo  a  fum  of  350,000b  for  the 
volunteer  corps  of  infantry,  which, 
he  had  the  happinefs  to  remark, 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than  40,000 
men.  The  next  article  related  to 
the  foreign  corps,  and  made  an  ex* 
penditure  of  226,000!.  He  former¬ 
ly  flated  that  the  extraordinaries  in* 
curredin  1797  were  likely  to  amount 
about  to  1,300,000b  ;  and  they  had 
only  exceeded  that  fum  by  61,000 /, 
The  original  eftimate  of  the  charge 
for  barracks  was  400,000b  to  which 
he  now  added  the  further  increafe 
of  120,000 /.  Thefe  were  the 
whole  of  the  articles  which  re- 
fpecfted  the  army,  with  the  except 
tion  of  700,000b  for  future  extra- 
ordinaries.  The  extraordinaries  he 
hadformerly calculated  at  2,500,000b 
but  he  now  took  them  at  3,500,000b 
Thefe  items,  taken  together,  gave 
the  total  fum  of  12,857,000/,  for 
the  army  eftimate.  There  had 
been  very  few  additions  to  the 
charge  for  mifcelianeous  articles, 
and  the  total  of  the  fums  appro¬ 
priated  to  this  branch  he  ftated  at 
682,000b  Upon  the  whole  there 
appeared  an  excefs  of  3,674,000b 
in  this  fecond  eftimate  above  that 
made  in  November.  The  bank 
had  been  paid  the  fum  of  500,000b 

by 
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by  the  early  produdt  of  the  land  of  money  granted  to  the  iflatid  of 
tax,  which  otherwife  would  have  Grenada,  150,000!.  had  not  been 
gone  to  the  confolidated  fund.  fent,  and  therefore  the  grofs  fum 

Befides,  in  the  diBribution  paper,  of  2,994,000!.  was  left  as  an  ex¬ 
it  appeared  that  of  the  whole  fuin  cefs. 


Recapitulation  of  the  Supplies 

Navy  - 

Stated  in  November 
Added  in  April 

Army . 

Stated  in  November 
Added  in  April 

Ordnance  - 

Stated  in  November 
Added  in  April 

Miscellaneous  - 

Stated  in  November 
Added  in  April 

For  difcharge  of  the  national  debt 


according  to  the  two  Budgets. 


£■ 

£■ 

** 

- 

13,448,888 

- 

12,538,888 

- 

910,000 

- 

- 

- 

10,1 12,950 
2,744,365 

- 

V 

mm 

- 

1,303,580 

- 

1,291,038 

- 

12,541 

- 

^  mrn  rn 

680,608 

- 

-  673,000 

- 

-  7,608 

- 

200,000 

Total  of  the  fupplies  £.  28,490,391 


The  principal  variation  which 
appeared  in  the  two  budgets,  in 
the  Batement  of  the  ways  and 
means  for  the  year  1798,  was  in 
the  article  of  the  afleBed  taxes, 
which  the  minifter  had  eftimated  in 
November  at  Jevcn  millions ;  but 
from  the  various  modifications 
which  had  been  made  in  what  was 
called  the  Treble  AflefTment  Bill, 
he  Bated  them  in  April  at  the  fum 
O  if  our  millions  and  a  half. 

Here  Mr.  Pitt  alluded  to  a  tax, 
which  though  he  did  not  mean  to 
propofe  on  that  day,  yet  he  thought 
it  likely  to  receive  the  fandtion  of 


the  houfe ;  it  had  occupied  a  con- 
fiderable  {hare  of  the  attention  of 
the  mercantile  world,  and  had  al¬ 
ready  been  much  difcufled  by  the 
public.  Without  entering  into  a 
detail  of  the  particulars,  he  remark¬ 
ed,  that  it  referred  to  a  Bate  of  war 
only — he  meant  fuch  a  tax  upon 
exports  and  imports  as  might  not 
tend  in  the  leafl  to  the  diminution 
of  trade.  As  a  remuneration  to 
merchants  for  the  payment  of  this 
tax,  the  government  were  to  ap¬ 
point  flrong  convoys,  fo  as  to  leflerj 
the  expenfe  on  infurance. 


Summary 
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Summary  of  the  Ways  and  Means  for  1 798. 

Annua,!  produce  of  the  land  and  malt 

Voluntary  contribution  ------ 

The  afteffed  taxes  ------ 

A  duty  upon  imports  and  exports,  which  Mr.  Pitt  fuppofed 
would  be  laved  to  the  merchant  by  the  diminution  of  ( 
the  infurance  which  would  take  place  in  confequenee 
of  regulations  which  were  to  be  made  refpedling  the 
failing  of  convoys  ------ 

Bank  advance  on  exchequer  bills  -  .  - 

The  loan,  excluilve  of  two  millions  for  Ireland 


2,750,000 

1,500,000 

4,500,000 


1, 50c, 000 


3,000,000 

15,000,000 

200,000 


Total  £.  28,4.50,000- 

I-..  ■  r  "  "  f'.H 

The  next  objecft  to  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the  committee 
was  the  loan,  and  the  advantageous  terms  upon  which  he  had  agreed  for 
1$.  Meffrs.  Boyd  and  Co.  being  the  lowed  bidders  on  the  annuity,  were 
the  purchasers  of  the  loan  on  the  following  terms  :  viz. 

Bor  every  100I.  fubfcjdbed,  the  fubfc risers  had  1 50I.  of  ) 
co.nfois  at.  48.1  when  the  bargain  was  made,  valued  at  } 

/>j[fo  each  fubfcriber  of  icol.  had  50  of  reduced  at  4/-f,  7 
valued  at 

And  4s.  1  id.  of  long  annuities  at  13-t-  years,  valued  at 


The  difcount for  prompt  payment  wap  taken  at 


5 


£•  s* 

72 ,11 

3 

22  16 

-3 

4  4 

99  12 

3  0 

0 

102  12 

4 

This  bargain,  he  faid,  was  con¬ 
cluded  at  eight  (hillings  intereft  lefs 
tfian  the  bargain  of  the  preceding 
year.  As  eight  millions  of  the  loan 
were  mortgaged  on  the  general 
produce,  of  the  increafed  affeded 
taxes,  the  permanent  addition  to 
the  national  debt  was  only  feven 
millions.  He  had  theiefore  fev-en 
millions  to  find  taxes  for;  and  add¬ 
ing  to  this  200,000k  to  be  applied 
to  the  finking  fund,  and  taking  the 
intereft  of  the  whole  fum  of 
7,2co,oool.  at  81.  5s.  per  cent,  he 
had  577000k  to  provide  for  an¬ 
nually.  He  had  thought  of  fund¬ 
ing  two  or  three  millions  of  the 


navy  debt,  buthad-fince  concluded 
that  it  would  be  better  to  leave  it 
in  its  adtual  fituation  until  peace. 
In  the  year  1792  it  amounted  to 
2, 745, ocok;  but  at  the  prefent  time 
it  exceeded  6,900,000!.;  fo  that  the 
intereft  to  15  e\  provided  for  would 
be  186,000k  which  added  to  the 
above-mentioned  fum  of  577,000k 
v amounted  to  763,000k  for  the  in¬ 
tereft  of  all  the  charges  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  year  which  was  to  be  provided 
for  by  new  taxes.  The  firft  tax 
for  this  purpofe  which  he  propofed 
was  an  additional  duty  of  five  (hil¬ 
lings  per  bufliel  upon  fait,  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  which  he  eftimated  at 

502jOOOh 


7S 
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502,0001.  annually.  He  fuppofed 
that  the  fait  confuraed  upon  an 
average  annually  in  every  family 
compofed  of  the  labouring  clafs  of 
people  amounted  to  no  more  than 
half  a  buihel.  He  propofed,  there¬ 
fore,  to  lay  only  2s.  6d.  on  each 
family  of  this  defcription.  He 
then  propofed  a  duty  of  five  pounds 
per  cent,  upon  tea  which  fold  for 
more  than  half-a-crown  per  lb.  ; 
which  tax,  he  faid,  would  not  touch 
that  fpecies  of  tea  in  general  life 
among  the  poorer  claftes  of  the 
people.  This  tax  he  eftimated  to 
produce  the  fum  of  111,5001.;  for 
it  was  undeniable  that  the  tea  va¬ 
lued  at  above  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  had 
confiderably  increafed  in  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  its  confumption.  The  next 
fubjefl  to  which  he  alluded  as  pro¬ 
per  for  taxation  did  not  affcdt  the 
heceflaries  of  life,  and  the  perfons 
paying  would  have  a  choice  either 
to  make  ufe  of  the  article  or  not, 
which  was  a  principle  he  wifhed  to 
encourage.  He  wifhed  to  impofe 
a  duty  upon  every  perfon  ufing  ar¬ 
morial  bearings.  He  obferved  that 
it  might  be  faid,  that  he  was  a  con¬ 
vert  to  the  fyftem  of  levelling,  but 
he  certainly  proceeded  upon  very 


oppofite  grounds,  and  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  country,  inftead  of 
entertaining  fuch  fentiments,  would 
be  found  ready  to  fet  a  value  upon 
that  which  was  one  of  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  links  in  foci'ety.  Fa  (hi  on. 
and  reafon  would  therefore  concur 
in  giving  effect  to  this  meafure. 
He  therefore  propofed  that  a  tax 
of  two  guineas  be  impofed  upon  all 
perfons  ufing  carriages  decorated 
with  armorial  bearings ;  one  guinea 
on  thofe  who  were  houfe-keepers 
and  made  ufe  of  plate  decorated  in 
the  fame  manner  ;  and  10s.  6d,  on 
all  other  perfons  who  were  not 
houfe-keepers  ufing  their  armoriai 
bearings  in  ether  ways.  The  data 
upon  which  he  proceeded  to  make 
an  eftimate  of  the  produce  of  this 
tax  were  founded  upon  the  in- 
fpedlion  made  by  the  heralds  be¬ 
tween  1615  and  1670,  when  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  number  of  the  heads 
of  families,  by  the  laft  return  given 
in  the  year  1670,  amounted  to 
8405.— But  allowing  for  many  who 
had  afiumed  armorial  bearings  ft  nee, 
he  took  the  whole  number  019453, 
and  the.  whole  tax  he  eftimated  at 
150,000!.  ^ 


Recapitulation. 

New  duty  on  fait  -------- 

On  tea  ----------- 

Armorial  bearings  -  --  --  --  - 


5025000 


111,500 
1 50,000. 


_____  \ 

Total  amount  -  -  763,500 

The  intereft  for  which  thefe  new  taxes  were  to  provide  was  the  in  ter  eft  on 

15,000,000!.  at  81.  5s. 


On  3>7r  3>000  navy  debts,  at  5  per  cent.  ------  763,150- 

Mr,  Pitt  concluded  by  moving  would  bear  harder  upon  the  lower 
refolutions  purfuant  to  the  ft  ate-  orders  of-the  people  than  the  eban- 
ments  in  his  fpeech.  cellar -of  the  exciiequer  had  ftated; 

.  Sir  Mathew  White  Ridley,  and  and  that  by  the  adoption  of  that 
Sir  William  Pulteney,  contended,  tax*,  feverai  manufa<5lurers  would  be 
that  the  propofed  duty  upon  ialt  obliged  to  enlarge  fcheir  capital,  in 

order 
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order  to  carry  on  their  bufinefs.  duties  upon  houfes  and  windows* 
Mr.  Samuel  Thornton  thought  that  Agreeably  to  notice  he  had  given* 
the  preflure  of  the  new  duties  upon  he  moved  the  repeal  of  the  above¬ 
imports  and  exports  would  be  much  mentioned  tax  on  the  14th  of  March, 
too  fevere  upon  the  Eaft  India  And  as  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate 
company.  required  that  the  deficiency  fhould 

Mr.  Tierney  made  feveral  ob-  be  made  up  by  other  means,  he  had 
fervations  upon  the  -  fubje&s  of  the  fatisfa&ion  of  ftating  to  the 
this  fecond  budget  of  the  mini’  houfe,  that  the  fubftitute  he  meant 
her.  He  faid,  that  if  this  loan  to  propofe  in  lieu  of  this  tax,  would 
was  a  proof  of  the  high  and  flou-  be  fuch  as  would  afford  as  little 
rifhing  Situation  of  this  country,  difcontent  as  poffible.  He  remarked 
and  of  the  confidence  of  monied  that  the  watch  and  clock  duty  had 
men  in  its  refources,  he  was  very  been  calculated  at  about  2co,oool. 
glad  to  hear  it.  But  he  objedted  to  It  was  therefore  requifite  that  what- 
the  tax  on  fait,  as  falling  too  heavily  ever  might  be  adopted  infiead  fhould 
on  the  lower  clafies  of  the  people,  at  lead  produce  that  Turn  ;  for  this 
The  tax  on  armorial  bearings  he  purpofe  he  propofed  an  increafe  of 
rather  confidered  as  whimfical  j  un-  the  aflefled  taxes,  in  fuch  way  as 
til  that  moment  he  never  had  learnt  would  nearly  accomplifh  this  ob- 
the  utility  of  the  right  honourable  jedf.  The  produce  of  thefe  taxes  al- 
gentleman’s  having  created  fo  many  ready  amounted  to  about  1,400,0001. 
peers.  He  advifed  him,  however,  if  therefore  the  intended  increafe 
to  clafs  the  orders  of  diftindlion  j  was  taken  at  a  feventh  of  the  whole, 
to  charge,  for  in  fiance,  a  certain  the  fum  thus  obtained  would  a- 
handfome  fum  for  a  coronet,  a  mount  to  the  fum  required.  But 
fmaller  fum  for  a  crefi:,  and  fo  on  ;  as  he  could  not  move  for  a  repeal 
by  which  the  lower  orders  of  fo-  of  a  tax,  and  alfo  introduce  ano- 
ciety  might  be  relieved  from  fome  ther  in  lieu  of  it  on  the  fame  day, 
of  their  burdens.  it  was  therefore  poftponed  a  few 

The  refolutions  were  then  feve-  days.  Accordingly  on  the  19th  of 
rally  put  and  agreed  to.  On  the  March,  he  informed  the  houfe  that 
next  day  the  report  of  the  com-  it  was  his  intention  to  confolidate, 
mittee  upon  thofe  refolutions  were  and  i.nfert  into  one  table,  the  vari- 
agreecl  to,  and  the  bills  ordered  to  ous  duties  now  exifting  upon  houfes 
be  brought  in,  which  were  after-  and  windows,  and  he  wifiied  them 
»  wards  feverally  pafied  into  laws,  to  be  regulated  according  to  a  table 
with  very  little  variation  from  the  which  he  then  held  in  his  hand, 
fhape  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  firft  pro-  and  which  was  afterwards  printed 
pofed  them.  for  the  infpedtion  and  confideration 

Before  we  conclude  this  chapter,  of  the  members*, 
we  have  to  notice  another  meafure  When  the  report  of  the  com- 
of  finance  adopted  this  feffion,  at  mittee  on  increafing  the  aflefled 
the  fuggefiion  of  the  chancellor  of  taxes  was  taken  into  confideration 
the  exchequer,  namely  the  repeal  on  the  21ft  of  March — the  chan- 
of  the  tax  upon  clocks  and  watches,  cellor  of  the  exchequer  ftated  to 
and  the  confolidation  of  the  feveral  the  houfe  the  principle  on  which 

*  See  the  feale  for  confolidatinj  the  above-mentioned  dutiC3  in  the  6th  volume  of 
,  Dcbrett’s  Debates,  page  252. 

he 
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he  had  brought  forward  his  plan. 
The  ratio  which  he  had  adopted, 
was  that  of  laying  an  increafed  rate 
on  each  houfe  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  windows.  But  in  order 
to  prevent  windows  from  being 
flopped  up,  it  had  been  found  ne- 
eeffary  in  fome  parts  of  this  fcale 
to  have  a  decreafe  inflead  of  an 
increafe.  To  ufe  an  uncommon 
expreflion,  he  obferved,  that  the 
intended  tax  increafed  in  a  de¬ 
creasing  proportion. 

Mr.  Rofe  (the  houfe  having 
farmed  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
ways  and  means  on  the  16th  of 
May)  remarked  that  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  when  opening 
the  budget  to  the  houfe,  and  dating 
the  ways  and  means,  had  taken 
credit  for  various  fums,  and  among 
others,  for  a  fum  to  be  produced 
by  fome  propofed  new  duties  upon 
Exports  and  imports.  He  fird  pro¬ 
pofed  a  duty  of  one-half  per  cent, 
upon  Britifh  goods  exported  to  Eu¬ 
ropean  markets:  it  had  been  at  fird 
interred  to  have  made  this  duty 
much  higher  ;  but,  upon  delibera¬ 
tion,  it  had  been  found  that  it 
would  be  injurious  to  day  a  large 
duty  upon  goods  for  thofe  markets, 
becaufe  in  fome  indances  it  might 
enable  foreigners  to  underfed  us. 
With  refpedl  to  goods  fent  to 
America  and  the  Wed  Indies,  he 
propofed  a  higher  duty,  becaufe 
there  was  no  danger  of  any  compe¬ 
tition.  Upon  goods  exported  to 
thofe  places  he  therefore  propofed 
a  duty  of  two  per  cent.  Goods  ex¬ 
ported  to  Ireland  and  the  Ead  In¬ 
dies  he  meant  to  exempt  from  any 
new  duties.  He  edimated  that  the 
amount  of  the  duty  upon  exports  to 
European  markets  would  produce 
the  fum  of  256,000!.  including 
fome  regulations  refpedling  fugar 
and  coffee.  With  reCpeil  to  the 
imports,  he  meant  to  propofe  a 


greater  duty,  viz.  one  of  three  per 
cent.  With  regard  to  the  imports 
from  the  Ead  Indies,  he  meant 
that  the  duty  fhould  fall  upon  thofe 
articles  which  came  in  competition 
with  our  manufactures,  fuch  as  cot¬ 
ton,  &c.  With  refpeCt  to  fugar  and 
toffee,  articles  which  were  re-ex¬ 
ported,  this  addition  would  not  be 
prejudicial,  becaufe  there  was  no 
danger  of  any  competition  with  us 
as  to  thofe  articles  in  the  European 
market.  The  whole  of  thefe  duties 
he  edimated  at  the  fum  of  1, 1 70,000!. 
In  addition  to  this,  he  propofed  a 
duty  upon  tonnage,  whether  Britidi 
or  foreign,  varying  in  amount  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  place  of  dedination. 
This  duty  he  edimated  at  208,000!. 
which,  added  to  the  duties  upon  ex¬ 
ports  and  imports,  would  amount 
to  1,378,000k  This  fum  was  fhort 
of  what  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  had  edimated  thefe  duties 
at.  This  difference  had  taken  place 
from  impofing  a  lefs  duty  upon  the 
exportation  of  Britifli  goods  to  Eu¬ 
ropean  markets  than  had  been  at 
drd  intended. 

The  refolutions  he  had  to  pro¬ 
pofe,  he  faid,  were  exceedingly  nu¬ 
merous,  becaufe  it  was  the  wifli  of 
the  merchants  that  the  rates  fhould 
be  as  fpecific  as  poffible.  Mr. 
Bryan  Edwards,  fir  Francis  Baring, 
and  Mr.  Tierney,  made  fome  ob~ 
fervations  upon  the  propofed  du¬ 
ties  :  the  fird  contended  that  the 
Wed  India  planters,  who  imported 
to  the  value  of  eight  millions  an¬ 
nually  into  this  country,  were  fo 
far  from  having  given  their  appro¬ 
bation  of  this  meafure,  that  they  did 
not  even  know  of  it.  Sir  Francis 
urged,  that  thefe  duties  would  fall 
very  heavy  upon  goods  fent  to 
America;  this  he  thought  impolitic, 
becaufe  America  was  our  bed  cuf- 
tomer.  W7ith  refpeid  to  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  thefe  duties,  Mr.  Rofe 

affured 
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allured  thefe  gentlemen,  that  as  this  report  received  the  next  day;  upon 
was  a  war-tax,  it  would  certainly  which  a  bill  was  framed,  brought 
ceafe  with  the  war.  The  refolu-  in,  and  palled  into  a  law  in  a  few 
tions  were  then  agreed  to,  and  the  days. 
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Alarms  refpciiiug  an  lnvafon.  Means  propofed  by  Minijlers  for  the  Safety  of 
the  Kingdom.  Motion  of  Mr.  Dundas  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  that 
Epfedl.  Detail  of  ihe  Plan — Debate  on  that  Subject — In  the  Commons — 
In  the  Lords.  Alien  Bill — Debates  on  that  SubjeH.  Debates  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  on  the  Sufpenfon  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  All.  Bill  for  more 
effectually  manning  the  Navy — Debates  on  that  SubjeH.  Debate  on  the 
Slave  Trade — Slave  Carrying  Bill — Slave  Ref  raining  Bill. 


continued  threats  of  m- 
I  valion,  which  had  been  held 
out  by  the  enemy,  feem  to  have 
excited  the  apprehensions,  and  rouf- 
ed  the  attention  of  the  British  mi¬ 
nistry  foon  after  the  meeting  of 
parliament;  and  on  the  nth  of 
January  a  meffage  was  lent  by 
his  majeSiy  to  each  houfe,  foliciting 
their  attention  to  that  important 
fubjedt.  It  was,  however,  fame 
time  before  a  plan  could  be  ma¬ 
tured  to  the  fatisfadblon  of  ministers 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  : 
and  the  neceSIity  of  agitating  the 
fubjedt  in  parliament  deferred  its 
execution,  till  the  face  of  affairs  in 
Europe  began  to  aSTiime  a  different 
appearance,  and  till  the  kingdom 
was  in  part  relieved  from  the  alarms 
excited  by  the  formidable  prepara¬ 
tions  omthe  oppofite  Side  of  the 
channel.  On  the  8th  of  February, 
Mr.  Dundas  moved  for  the  intro- 
dudtion  of  a  bill  to  enable  his  ma- 
jefty  to  call  out  a  certain  portion  of 
the  fupplementary  militia,  and  in¬ 
corporate  them  in  the  companies  of 
the  regular  militia.  The  bill  was 
palled  with  little  of  debate  ;  and  on 
TueSday,  March  27,  the  fame  mi¬ 
nister  role  in  pursuance  of  a  notice 


given  the  preceding  day,  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  en¬ 
able  his  majefty  to  take  meafures 
for  the  more  effectual  Security  and 
defence  of  thefe  realms,  and  to  in¬ 
demnify  perfons  who  might  fuffer 
injury  in  their  property  by  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  fuch  meafures.  It  was 
an  affair  of  the  greateft  importance, 
and  he  was  aware,  that  on  a  motion 
for  a  bill  of  fo  general  a  defeription, 
gentlemen  would  alk,  u  whether 
we  are  not  now  in  poSleffion  of  a 
navy,  which  would  render  futile 
every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  in¬ 
vade  our  coafts  ?”  This  he  was  ready 
to  admit.  But,  notwithstanding 
the  fplendor  of  our  naval  charac¬ 
ter,  there  exifted  circumftances  at 
that  moment  which  rendered  it  im¬ 
prudent  to  reft  the  defence  of  the 
country  on  one  branch  of  its  force. 
It  might  probably  be  allied,  “  is 
not  our  army  the  greateft  we  ever 
had?  and  can  we  not  defend  the 
country  by  means  of  the  regular 
forces  and  the  militia?”  But  not¬ 
withstanding  thefe  guarantees,  he 
would  not  altogether  reft  on  them 
our  fecuritv  and  fafetv.  Mr.  Dun- 

o  *  - . 

das  then  made  lgme  remarks  on  the 
fpiritand  zeal  that  di'flinguiflied  the 
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Voluntary  exertions  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  in  the  different 
corps  of  yeomanry  and  county 
cavalry;  thefe,  he  obferved,  were 
known  friends  of  their  country,  and 
ready  to  come  forward  in  its  de¬ 
fence.  But  while  he  felt  thefe  fen- 
timents  of  confidence  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  difpofition  of  the  people,  he 
fhouid  think  that  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  did  not  enable  the  zeal 
and  fpirit  of  the  country  to  .come 
forward  mod:  effefhially,  were  a 
meafure  like  the  prefent  not  ad¬ 
opted  and  purfuefl.  Many  rea- 
fons  might  be  affigned  for  the  zeal 
which  (diftinguiflied  the  prefent 
period  ;  however,  it  tvas  fufficient  to 
mention  one,  viz.  that  we  were 
fighting  for  the  deepeft  flake  that 
ever  the  country  had  at  Blue  in  any 
contefl.  This  was  the  opinion  of 
wife  men,  even  in  the  early  Bages 
of  the  French  revolution.  Mr. 
Dundas  next  made  /fome  remarks 
on  the  condudl  of  the  French  con¬ 
vention  relative  to  their  multiplied 
attempts  to  introduce  anarchy  a- 
mong  the  people  of  England,  by 
the  emiffaries  of  fedition  and  revolt. 
Happily,  however,  he  remarked, 
the  evil  fpirit  had  been  obferved 
lurking  infidioufly  in  the  filence  of 
the  haunts  facred  to  fedition,  and  the 
enemies  of  order.  The  honourable 
fecretary  did  not  think  it  neceflary 
to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  adts  of 
parliament  to  prove  that  fuch 
was  the  flate  cif  things  at  that 
period,  he  thought  it  enough  to 
mention  it  generally.  —  He  faid 
it  was  now  his  wifli  to  Bate  the 
objedf  of  the  bill;  in  truth,  it 
had  two  or  three  obje&s  of  im¬ 
portance  connected  with  it.  Al¬ 
ready  fome  counties  had  expreffed 
a  wifli  to  adopt  meafures  in  their 
nature  fimilar.  For  inftance,  Dor- 
fet,  where  propofitions  were  made 
by  the  men  of  property,  which  in¬ 


duced  the  fherifF  to  hold  feveral 
meetings  ;  but  as  from  the  nature 
of  his  office,  he  could  only  call  out 
the  pcjfe  comitatus  in  cafes  limited 
by  cirgumflances  of  mere  local 
urgency,  thefe  meetings  had  no 
other  efFedf  than  giving  a  colle&ed 
expreflion  to  the  patriotifm  of  that 
countv.  In  other  counties,  the 
lord  lieutenants  had  done  more;  but 
it  was  doubtful  whether  they  could 
go  beyond  certain  bounds.  It  was 
the  ©bje£t  of  this  bill  to  provide  for 
every  poffible  emergency,  by  giving 
a  .power »to 'his  majefty  to  difcover 
who  were  the  perfons  prepared  to 
appear  in  arms,  to  embody  for  their 
own  defence.  Another  pro vilion 
of  the  bill  was  to  fee  what  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  certain  di- 
flricAs  would  be  able  to  a£t  as  pio¬ 
neers,  or  in  other  laborious  fitua- 
tions.  Fie  alfo  remarked,  that  in 
the  crifis  of  real  danger,  fome  per¬ 
fons  might  be  influenced  by  mo¬ 
tives  of  perfonal  fafety,  or  the  na¬ 
tural  wifli  of  preferving  their  pro¬ 
perty,  which  might  lead  fome  to 
withdraw  from  their  country  ;  the 
prefent  bill,  however,  would  pro¬ 
vide,  that  fliould  the  property  of 
individuals  be  deftroyed  by  a  march¬ 
ing  army,  or  fall  iiyto  the  enemy’s 
hands,  or  be  taken  for  the  fervice 
of  the  country,  indemnification 
fiiould  be  rendered  according  to  its 
value.  The  other  provifions  were, 
that  in  the  event  of  its  being  riecef- 
fary  to  employ  perfons  as  pioneers, 
to  remove  Bock,  or  affiB  in  facili¬ 
tating  the  carriage  of  military  Bores, 
proper  compenfation  would  be 
made.  The  bill,  he  obferved,  was 
intended  to  give  a  power  of  em¬ 
bodying  alfo  a  portion  of  the  re¬ 
gular  militia,  and  employing  them 
in  the  defence  of  the  country.— 
Upon  thefe  broad  principles  of 
juflice,.  he  was  confident,  the  fpirit 
of  the  somitry  would  be  exerted'; 
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and  he  believed  that  there  was  no¬ 
thing  that  could  infufe  confidence 
into  a  people,  and  indke  them  feel 
that  their  fecurity  depended  on  the 
meafures  taken  for  their  defence, 
but  enabling  them  to  unite  to  de¬ 
fend  thdmfelves.  Mr.  Dundas  next 
made  fome  remarks  on  the  conduct 
olheeitain  individuals  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  who,  under  the  pretext  of  a 
parliamentary  reform,  were  corre- 
fponding  with  the  enemy  on  fub- 
je&s  highly  treafonable.  It  muft 
be  obvious,  that,  however  plaufi- 
ble  aflociations  for  reform  might  be 
at  other  times,  the  prefent  was  not 
a  period  fit  either  to  propofe  or 
difcufs  that  queftion.  After  mak¬ 
ing  fome  obfervations  on  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  French  relative  to 
Genoa,  Venice,  and  Switzerland, 
who  had  announced,  he  faid,  to 
their  troops,  that  every  battle  gain¬ 
ed,  was  an  advantage  over  Eng¬ 
land — fuch  an  enemy,  he  faid,  it 
became  us  to  oppofe,  who  fought 
for  nothing  lefs  than  the  deftruChon 
of  our  fleet,  the  annihilation  of 
our  commerce,  and  the  overthrow 
of  our  conftitution.  Fie  then 
moved,  a  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  ma- 
jeftv  more  effectually  to  provide 
for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  thefe 
realms,  and  to  indemnify  perfons 
who  may  fnffer  injury  in  their  pro¬ 
perty  by  the  operation  of  fuch 
meafures.” 

General  Tarleton  did  not  rife 
to  oppofe  the  motion  ;  but  what¬ 
ever  might  be  the  danger  appre¬ 
hended  by  minifters,  he  believed 
there  did  not  exift  in  the  country 
any  body  of  men  exclufively  attach¬ 
ed  to  France,  The  country,  how¬ 
ever,  abounded  in  military  refourc- 
es,  which,  if  rightly  managed, 
would  enable  it  to  refill:  any  enemy. 
In  his  opinion,  th£  beft  way  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  our  defence  would  be 


to  examine  the  parts  moft  vulnera* 
ble,  and  there  put  ourfelves  in  a 
fituation  to  refift  the  enerfty  He 
could  not  be  fo  well  informed  as 
minifters  relative  to  the  prepara¬ 
tions  going  on  in  France ;  but  it 
did  not  appear  to  him  that  they 
were  fuch  as  could  induce  a  belief 
in  the  probability  of  a  fpeedy  in- 
vafion,  That  they  meant  to  make 
an  attempt  was  evident,  by  the 
preparations  in  their  dock-yards; 
and  though  much  had  been  faid  of 
the  impracticability  of  a  fuccefsful 
defcent  on  our  coait,  whatever  was 
the  fituation  of  fome  places,  he  en¬ 
tertained  no  doubt  of  the  practi¬ 
cability  of  landing.  The  general 
obferved,  that  the  military  opera¬ 
tions  of  France  were  conducted  on 
a  plan  different  from  that  of  any 
other  European  power;  a  plan 
which  had  abolifhed  the  old  trans¬ 
port  fyftem,  while  it  facilitated  the 
debarkation  of  troops ;  this,  joined 
to  the  uncertainty  where  the  enemy 
Would  land,  induced  him  to  recom¬ 
mend  that  all  the  attention  of  go¬ 
vernment  might  be  directed  to  the 
defence  of  the  metropolis,  in  the 
environs  of  which,  he  thought  the 
efficient  force  of  the  country  ought 
to  be  concentrated.  He  remarked, 
that  it  was  no  information  to  the 
French,  and  that  he  was  therefore 
in  order  when  he  ftated,  that  be¬ 
tween  London  and  any  part  of  the 
coaft  there  was  no  fortified  place  to 
refift  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy.  If 
they  effected  a  landing,  it  muft  be 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
the  metropolis,  perhaps  150  mi!e§, 
which  would  take  them  '  fix  days 
to  accomplifti  their  march,  during 
which  period  an  advantageous  fitua- 
tipn  might  be  taken  to  defend  the 
capital.  The  general  concluded  by 
faying,  that  he  had  thrown  out 
thefe  obfervations  from  a  fenfe  of 
his  duty  to  the  houfe  and  the  conn- 
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ry,  but  that  he  would  not  oppofe 
he  meafure. 

General  Delaney  faid  a  few  words 
n  anfwer  to  general  Tarleton.  He 
emarked  it  was  not  true  that  no 
> reparations  had  been  made  to  put 
he  country  in  a  proper  flate  of  de- 
ence.  The  illuftrious  commander 
n  chief  had,  he  knew,  with  great 
>rodudtive  diligence,  applied  him- 
elf  to  the  confideration  of  the 
late  of  the  country,  and  was  able 
o  draw  out  the  forces  to  the  bed 
dvantage. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  approved 
he  plan  which  had  that  day  been 
>ffered  to  the  honfe,  although  he 
:ould  have  wifhed  that  a  limilar 
>ne  had  been  brought  forward  at 
in  earlier  period:  but  it  was  not 
ret  too  late,  and  for  the  latenefs  of 
t,  the  country  had  only  to  ufe 
greater  exertibns.  He  agreed  with 
he  honourable  general,  that  the 
netropolis  ought  to  be  guarded 
with  a  very  great  force ;  and  alfo 
ill  the  other  great  towns  through- 
>ut  the  kingdom.  With  regard  to 
he  alfertion  of  the  right  honoura¬ 
ble  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas),  that 
here  was  a  large  body  of  people 
n  the  country  who  wifhed  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  ; 
or  his  part,  he  was  fure  that  there 
vere  fcarcely  any  of  fuch  a  deferip- 
ion  ;  and  if  there  were,  they  muft 
be  very  few.  Whatever’ opinions 
night  have  been  once  entertained 
:oncerning  the  French,  he  would 
venture  to  fay  they  were  now 
;hanged.  He  knew  that  many 
berfons,  in  a  moment  of  warmth, 
would  fay  things  of  whidh  they 
ifterwards  repented,  and  there  was 
10  circumflance that  could  ferveto 
roufe  the  fpirit  and  indignation  of 
:he  country  more  effedlually  than 
:he  recent  example  of  Switzerland. 

Mr*  Nicholls  did  not  rife  to  op¬ 
pofe  the  meafure,  but  to  declare 
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it  as  his  opinion,  that  all  the  exer¬ 
tions  which  could  be  made  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  plan  could  pro¬ 
duce  but  little  effect,  if  the  prefent 
fvftem  of  coercion  in  Ireland  was 

j 

continued.  There  was  no  chance 
of  making  any  effectual  refiftance 
whilft  the  people  of  the  filler  king¬ 
dom  were  kept  down  and  opprefled  ; 
for  the  remaining  part  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  he  obferved,  could  be  but 
feebly  fupported.  He  made  fame 
remarks  on  the  fuccefs  of  the 
French,  relative  to  Auft'ria  and 
Rome  ;  and  faid,  that  Naples  and 
Spain  were  in  danger  of  experi¬ 
encing  the  fame  fate.  No  perfon 
could  lament  the  fate  of  Switzer¬ 
land  more  than  he  did.  But  what 
was  the  caufe  of  their  calamities  ? 
It  was  the  divifions  which  had 
exifled  among  them,  which  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  making  the  ne- 
ceflary  preparations  to  refill  an  in- 
valion.  Such,  he  faid,  mull  be  the 
fate  of  this  country,  if  that  dreadful 
divilion  exilled  between  England 
and  Ireland.  It  was  of  the  moll 
ferious  importance  to  conlider  of 
lenient  meafures,  and  the  well- 
wifliers  of  the  Britihi  conllitudon 
Bio u Id  try  all  means,  and  do  every¬ 
thing  in  their  power,  to  put  an  end 
to  thole  dreadful  divifions. 

Mr.  Wilberfore  conceived  it  ne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  rife  to  give  his 
fupport  to  the  prefent  meafure; 
becaufe  he  perceived  there  were 
fome  gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  ho  ufe  who,  although  they  pre¬ 
tended  to  fupport  it,  yet  gave  it  a 
kind  of  fecret  oppofition.  In  his 
opinion,  it  became  everyman  to  be 
unanimous  on  an  occafio.n  like  the 
prefent.  He  made  fome  remarks 
upon  what  had  fallen  from  the 
honourable  baronet  relative  to  the 
meafure  not  having  been  adopted 
fooner.  He  obferved,  that  for 
thefe  three  or  four  years  pad,  the 
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fame  plan  was  a&ed  upon  in  fpiritr, 
and  that  fimilar  meafures,  ail  tend¬ 
ing  to  the,  defence  of  the  country, 
had  been  adopted  during  the  whole 
of  that  time.  In  that  county, 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  repre- 
fent,  he  could  fay,  that  great  num¬ 
bers  of  the  people,  who  had  never 
been  in  the-  habit  of  underflan  ding 
military  affairs,  had  come  forward 
long  ago,  and  offered  their  fervices 
for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

The  people  of  York  highly  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  conduct  of  his  ma- 
j e fly’s  prefen t  minifters,  which  they 
knew  to  be  directed  to  the  fafety 
and  advantage  of  the  country.  He 
would  not  trouble  the  houfe  with 
any  more  obfervations,  be  found  it 
neceffary  thus  to  declare  what  were 
*  the  fentiments  of  his  conftituents, 
as  well  as  to  exp  refs  the  fat  is  faff  ion 
he  felt  at  hearing  the  prefent  plan 
pro  po  fed. 

Mr.  Buxton  faid  a  few  words  in 
fupport  of  the  prefect  meafure, 
and  obferved  that  he  had  propofed 
fomething  fimilar  in  the  counties 
of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  where  it 
had  been  approved  of ;  and.it  was 
determined  that  carts  and  waggons 
^  fhouid  be  in  a  date  of  readinefs  to 
carry  away  the  property  of  farmers 
living  near  the  coaft. 

Mr.  D imdas  rofe  to  make  a  ffiort 

m  ■  t 

reply  to  the  honourable  baronet, 
relative  to  the  plan  being  attended 
With  no  expenfe  :  he  laid,  no  gen¬ 
tleman  could  fuppofe,  that  perfons 
being  employed  iiy  the  bufinefs  of 
being  trained,  &c.  fhouid  have  no 
compenfaiion,  though  many  of  the 
volunteers  had  come  forward  and 
refufed  any  pay.  at  all.  . 

Mr..Hobhoiife  rofe  go  alk,  whe¬ 
ther' perfons  under  this  plan  would 
be  forced  to  ferve  ? 

Mr.  Tierney. faid  he  highly  ap¬ 
proved  of  tiie  meafure,  and  fhouid 
have  contested  himfelf  with  giv¬ 


ing  it  his  filent  vote,  had  not  an 
honourable  gentleman  thrown  out 
fome  ungrounded  affertions  again!! 
gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the  houfe, 
by  faying  that  they  had  made  a 
fecret  oppofition  to  the  intended 
plan.  This  he  obferved  was  an 
illiberal  infinuation,  and  fuch  as 
he  might  naturally  exped!  to  come 
from  that  quarter.  “  But  (faid  Mr. 
Tierney)  I  will  tell  that  honourable 
gentleman,  that  I  am  as  animated 
in  the  caufe  of  defending  my  coun¬ 
try  as  he  can  be.”  When  any  gen¬ 
tleman  in  that  houfe,  he  added, 
propofed  a  meafure  which  he  con¬ 
ceived  had  a  tendency,  to  promote 
the  intereff  of  the  empire,  he  would 
afk,  whether  that  man  could  be  a 
friend  to  his  country,  or  adted  in  a 
manner  becoming  a  member  of 
that  .houfe,  who  from  any  little 
petulance  fhouid  fneer  at  what  had 
been  offered  from  the  be  ft  inten¬ 
tions  ?  For  his  part,  he  did  not  con- 
fider  himfelf  bound  to  give  a  blind 
fupport  to  any  meafure,  though  he 
highly  approved  of  the  prefen t. 

Mr.  Wffiberforce  rofe  to  explain, 
and  faid,  he  only  meant  to  ftate  to 
the  houfe,  that  the  language  which 
had  fallen  from  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  houfe  was  not 
like  that  warm  and  cordial  ex- 
prelfion  of  fentimerit"  which  was 
naturally  to  be  expedted  in  a  crifis 
fo  effentially  different  from  all 
others  that  had  ever  occurred.  In 
fuch  a  crifis,  he  thought,  all  ought 
to  be  united,  that  the  people  of 
the  country  without  doors  might 
be  ready  to  put  into  execution 
thofe  plans  wlvch  the  houfe  might 
think  proper  to  adopt. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  rofe  to  make  fome  remarks  on 
what  he  termed  the  unwarrantable 
language  thrown  out  bv  the  ho- 
nourabie  gentleman  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  houfe  towards  ids 
■  '  *  nc.: 
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tiourable  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce) 
which  he  laid  was  the  mod  unpro¬ 
voked  attack  he  had  ever  heard. 
It  was  rather  extraordinary,  becaiife 
his  honourable  friend  complained 
that  certain  members  did  not  give 
their  hearty  fupport  to  the  meafures 
propofed,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  houfe  thou  Id  make  a  diredt 
and  violent  attack  a  gain  ft  his 
honourable  friend,  as  if  lie  had 
been  convinced  that  the  infinua- 
tion  had  been  thrown  out  again  ft 
him.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  been  fo  warm  in  the  im¬ 
portant  caufe  of  the  defence  of  the 
country  as  his  honourable  friend, 
for  thou  m  he  had  not  objected  to 
the  plan  under  difcufiion,  one 
might,  with  great  confiftency,  fup- 
pofe,  that  his  opinion  in  favour  of 
it  was  too  lukewarm.  With  re- 
fpedi  to  the  honourable  general’s 
Opinion  as  to  the  exadt  manner  of 
defending  the  country,  he  would 
not  pretend  to  difcufs  that  point  at 
prefent.  The  honourable  general 
had  alluded  to  the  impracticability 
of  driving  away  from  the  coafts  the 
cattle  of  the  farmers  ;  he  did  not  un¬ 
derhand  from  him  that  we  ought 

not  to  drive  awav  the  cattle  in  cafe 
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of  an  invasion  ;  but  if  he  meant  to 
fay  it  ought  not  to  be  done,  Mr. 
Pitt  faid  ne  was  the  more  furprifed 
that  the  general  fhould  entertain  an 
Opinion  of  that  kind,  becaiife  from 
experience,  as  a  military  man,  he 
ought  to  have  known  that  it  was 
expedient  and  necefi'ary  —  The 
Chancellor  made  alfo  fome  remarks 
On  what  had  fallen  from  an  ho¬ 
nourable  member  relative  to  the 
coercion  in  Ireland,  who  had  com¬ 
pared  the  (fate  of  that  country  to 

k  «'  ^  . 

that  of  Switzerland,  and  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fhow  that  the  want  of 
unanimity  among  the  people. of  that 
confederacy  had  produced  thofe 


misfortunes  in  which  they  were  at 
prefent  involved,  and  had  thus  la¬ 
boured  to  prove  that  fimilar  cala¬ 
mities  impended  over  this  country. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid, 
fhould  know,  that  the  Britifli  par¬ 
liament,  and  the  Britifli  govern¬ 
ment,  during  the  whole  of  his 
prefent  majefty’s  reign,  had  ihown 
every  indulgence,  and  granted  every 
poflible  favour  to  that  country. 

The  hon.  gentleman  fpeaks  (faid 
Mr.  Pitt)  of  conciliation  with  Ire¬ 
land  :  does  the  honourable  gentleman 
mean,  that  we  fhould  make  every 
Conceffion,  and  every  facrifice,  to 
traitofs  and  Aebels  ?  to  men  who  are 
iuduft-riouily  propagating  the  mod 
dangerous  principles,  wantonly  re¬ 
ducing  and  deluding  the  ignorant 
multitude  under  the  fpecious  pre- 
fence  of  parliamentary  reform  ? 
No!  the  only  meafure  offafety  we 
can  adopt,  is  a  vigorous  fyftem  of 
oppofition  to  thofe  who  would  com¬ 
pletely  deftroy  the  country/’  He 
concluded  by  faying,  hetrufted  that 
the  example  of  Switzerland,  that 
brave,  but  unhappy  people,"  would 
animate  this  country  to  vigorous 
and  necefi'ary  exertions,  that  we 
might  avoid  thofe  misfortunes 
into  which  they  had  unfortunately 
fallen. 

Leave  being  given  to  bring  in 
the  bill,  it  was  accordingly  prelent- 
ed,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  the  next  day. 

On  Wednefday,  March  28,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  moved 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill,  relative  to  the 
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defence  of  the  nation,  and  to  in¬ 
demnify  perfons  who  might  fuffer 
in  their  property  by  fuch  meafures. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  on  the  following  day 
the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  to  confider  of  the  fame 
bill. 

F  a.  Mr. 
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Mr.  fecretary  Dimdas  faid,  that 
fince  the  bill  had  been  before  the 
houle,  he  had  endeavoured  to  alter 
it  according  to  various  fiiggeftlons 
he  had  received — be  did  not  know 
whether  thofe  alterations  would 
come  fully  up  to  the  defires  of 
thofe  who  propofed  them.  How¬ 
ever,  he  observed *  that  as  the  fer- 
vice  requited  by  the  bill  was  t6  be 
wholly  voluntary,  he  propofed  to 
omit  the  exceptions  in  favour  of 
particular  perfons. 

Mr.  Tierney  declared  himfelf 
extremely  anxious  not  to  difturb 
that  unanimity  which  appeared  fo 
general  in  favour  of  the  mCafure  ; 
yet  he  could  not  admit  it  to  pafs 
precilely  in  the  form  in  which  it 
flood :  he  approved  of  the  fervice 
being  voluntary,  but  he  apprehend¬ 
ed  that  the  bill,  as  it  was  worded, 
would,  without  ufing  aChial  com- 
pulfion,  do  worfe ;  for  it  would 
put  thofe  who  did  not  enter  in  a 
very  invidious  fituation.  There 
were  many  fituations  in  life  which 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  men  to 
attend  in  order  to  be  regularly  train- 
ed  and  arrayed,  who,  when  real 
danger  approached,  would  be  found 
to  be  as  cordial  and  zealous  as  any 
others.  He  wi filed  the  fervice  to 
be  voluntary,  and  that  the  meafure 
fhould  go  fo  far,  as  that  the  king 
fhould  know  what  number,  and  of 
what  defcriptiqn,  he  fhould  call 
upon,diftinguifhing  thofe  who  were 
willing  to  come  forward  immedi¬ 
ately  ;  as  it  was,  one  man,  he  faid, 
would  come  forward  in  glowi no¬ 
language  of  zeal  to  offer  his  fer- 
vices,  while  another,  not  lefs  zea¬ 
lous,  would  be  branded  with  the 
imputation  of  coldnefs  to  the  caufe. 
This,  then,  was  the  only  part  to 
which  fie  had  any  positive  ob¬ 
jection,  as,  in  his  opinion,  it  would 
have  a  tendency  to  create  invidious 
snfiinCtions. 


Mr.  XXundas  faid,  that  the  hon* 
gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  Would 
fee,  oii  confideration,  that  the  bill 
mull:  remain  as  it  was,  or  it  would 
have  no  effect.  Having  faid  fo 
much,  he  would  add,  that  if  there 
was  any  difference  as  to  the  pro- 
vifions,  it  was  not  owing  to  any 
difference  of  fpirit.  Blit  if  the 
provifions  were  otherwifej  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  any  diftriCt 
would  not  kriow  how  to  apply. 
But  in  order  for  a  commander  to 
know  what  he  was  to  expecd:  from 
the  volunteers,  thev  muff  firfl  af- 
certain  the  nature  of  their  fervices ; 
and  this  could  only  be  done  by  a 
return  of  the  lord-lieutenant  of  the 
particular  Bate,  that  there  were  fuch 
a  number  of  perfons  for  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe,  and  fo  forth :  but  if  left  at  a 
lofs,  as  to  the  difiribution,  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  benefit  would 
be  loll.  In  order,  however,  to  ob¬ 
viate  Mr.  Tierney’s  objections,  he 
had  left  out  all  that  related  to  the 
publication  of  names  on  the  church 
doors,  with  which 

Mr.  Tierney  now  declared  him¬ 
felf  fatisfied. 

On  Saturday,  March  31,  Mr. 
Douglas  brought  up  the, report  of 
the  committee  on  the  bill  for  the 
defence  of  the  nation,  when 

Mr.  fecretary  Dundas  propofed 
feveral  additional  claufes,  which 
were  agreed  to. 

The  folicitar-general  propofed  a 
claufe  to  empower.the  deputy  lieu¬ 
tenants  to  make  compenfation  to 
the  clerks,  &c.  to  be  paid  by  the 
receiver-general  of  the  land  tax  in 
the  county  ;  and  after  fome  con¬ 
vention,  it  was  agreed,  that  no 
expenfes  fhould  be  paid,  unlefs 
confirmed  by  a  general  meeting  of 
the  county. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  that  morn* 
ing  received  feveral  letters  from 
farmers  in  the  county  of  Kent, 

Bating 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


Fating  their  willingnefs  to  ferve  in 
various  capacities  againft  the  ene¬ 
my,  in  cafe  of  invafton.  However, 
he  faid,  they  were  deli ro us  to  be 
called  out  only  upon  fuch  emer¬ 
gency  as  might  induce  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  di drift  to 
drive  cattle,  remove  property,  &c. 
Therefore,  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  he  fhould  move  foraclaufe 
to  accommodate  the  farmers,  by 
not  calling  them  out,  except  in  cafes 
of  real  neceffity. 

The  report  being  then  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Hu  (fey  expreffed  a  wifh  that 
the  bill,  with  its  amendments,  fhould 
be  printed.  He  was  fearful,  he 
faid,  that  the  alterations  which  were 
made  would  have  a  tendency  to 
deftroy  that  energy  which  it  was  at 
hr  ft  calculated  to  infpire. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  the  alterations 
were,  in  his  opinion,  only  fuch  as 
were  neceffarv ;  and  begged  Mr. 
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Huffey  then  to  ftate  in  what  manner 
bethought  fuch  an  injurious  effeft 
was  like  to  be  produced  ? 

Mr.  Huftey  replied,  that  he  was 
not  then  prepared  to  ftate  any  thing 
on  the  fubjeft,  but  thought  it 
advifeable  that  the  bill  fhould  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Dundas, underftanding  from 
the  fpeaker  that  the  printing  of  the 
bill  would  be  no  delay  to  its  pading, 
laid  he  diould  move,  that  it  be  print¬ 
ed  and  read  a  third  time  on  Mon¬ 
day  next,  if  then  engrofted. 

On  the  motion  of  the  third  read¬ 
ing  of  the  bill,  more  effeftuallv  to 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  &C. 

Mr.  'Nicholls  faid,  he  would  not 
redd:  the  demand  of  the  additional 
powers  '  ai)out  to  be  granted  by 
this  bill;  but,"  deli  red ‘that  it  might 
be  imderftood,  he  'concurred  in  it 
felely  on  the  ground  that  thefe  ad¬ 
ditional  powers  were  neceftary  for 
our  defence— -that  if  the  minifter 


8} 

availed  himfel.f  of  this  bill,  td  de¬ 
tach  a  part  of  our  regular  army  to 
enforce  a  fydem  of  coercion  in  Ire¬ 
land,  his  concurrence  to  this  bill 
was  procured  by  deception.  — 
Hiftory  had  fliown  us  that  all  at¬ 
tempts  to  coerce  free  men,  who 
complain  of  their  rigfits  being  vio¬ 
lated,  have  been  uniformly  in- 
effeft  ual. 

(Mr.  Nicholls  was  here  called  to 
order  by  Mr.  Banks. ) 

The  fpeaker,  however,  pbferved, 
that  he  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  perfeftly  regular,  other- 
wife  he  would  have  called  him  to 
order.  I 

Mr.  Nicholls  then  proceeded,  by 
obferving,  that  if  thofe  powers  were 
wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  realm, 
he  affented  to  the  grant ;  but  if  for 
the  coercion  of  Ireland,  he  thought 
it  is  duty  to  refill:  the  demand.  The 
king  had  loft  fix  millions  of  fub- 
jefts  in  America  by  the  folly  of 
former  minifters. 

Mr.  Nicholls  wa3  now  called  to, 
order  by  the  fpeaker,  as  digreffing 
into  the  American  war.  ftut  he 
apologifed,  and  again  proceeded, 
and  made  fome  farther  remarks  re¬ 
lative  to  coercion  in  Ireland  ;  but 
was  called  to  order,  andfat  down. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
obferved,  that  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down 
was  not  diforderly,  his  obfervations, 
at  le aft,  were  fuperfluous,  as  Ire¬ 
land  was  not  fo  much  as  hinted  at : 
for  his  part,  he  would  never  fhffer 
any  gentleman  to  carry  his  igno¬ 
rance  fo  far  as  to  indulge  wantonly 
the  moll:  mifchievous  mifreprefen- 
tations  relative  to  Ireland,  and  to 
reprefent  men  in  open  rebellion  as 
ftmggling  for  the  en  jovment  of  their" 
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legal  rights.  Was  that  honourable 
gentleman  duly  aware,  that  while 
he  ^hus  fpoke  of  relaxing  the  juft 
feverity  of  government  againft  fuch. 
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men  as  he  had  defcribed,  he  was 
only  encouraging  the  apodles  of 
the  Rights  of  Man,  who,  after  the 
imitation  of  France,  were  fpread- 
ing  through  every  part  of  Ireland, 
carnage,  bloodfhed,  and  devalua¬ 
tion,  he  would-be  rather  difpofed  to 
drengthen  the  hands  of  govern¬ 
ment,  by  which  alone  this  daring 
and  outrageous  fpirit  could  be  fup- 
prefTed,  than  contribute  to  give  it 
countenance.  , 

Mr.  Nichotls  rofe  to  explain 


but  as  he  digrefled  into  the  (late  of 
Ireland  he  was  reminded  by  the 
fpeaker  that  it  was  not  explanation. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
then  brought  up  a  claufe,  enabling, 
that  all  thofe  who  fhould  enrol 
themfeives  in  volunteer  corps 
fliould  not  be  called  out  but  in 
cafe  of  a'dhial  invalid),  or  in  cafe 
of  real  danger,  &c. 

This  claufe  was  added  to  the  bill, 
which  was  then  read  a  third  time 
and  palled. 

On  Friday  the  20th  of  April,  the 
fame  fubjeft  was  agitated  in  the 
houfe  of  lords. — On  that  day  a 
meflage  was  brought  dowrn  from  his 
majefty  of  the  fame  tenor  as  that  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  ;  viz.  to  en¬ 
able  his  majefly  to  provide  more 
e  deft  u  ally  for  the  defence  of  the 
nation. 

Lord  Grenville  then  rofe  and  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  meflage  fo  fully 
explained  the  points  to  which  the 
attention  of  their  lordfhips  was  di¬ 
rected,  that  he  fliould  fav  but  a  ve*. 
ry  few  words  in  fupport  of  the  ad- 
drefs  to  his  majefty  which  he  had 
to  propofe.  Their  lordfhips  were 
now  called  upon  to  give  another 
pledge  to  the  principles  winch  they 
had  profeiled,  and  to  demcmdrate 
that  their  fpirit  and  energy  rofe  with 
the  danger  to  which  they  were  ex- 
pofed.  In  guarding  again  ft  the 
open  hpftility  of  qn  enemy  abroad, 


their  lordfhips  would  likew-ife  ex¬ 
tend  their  vigilance  to  check  the 
hopes  which  they  might  entertain 
from  their  abettors  at  home.  He 
fliould  fay  nothing  farther,  there¬ 
fore,  in  fupport  of  the  addrefs. 
The  ineafure  which  h,e  meant  to 
propofe  after  the  addrefs  was  dif¬ 
pofed  of,  was  one  which  their  a  tr¬ 
ee  dors  had  often  adopted  in  cafes 
of  far  lefs  urgency  and  danger  than 
the  prefent.  He  fliould  therefore 
content  himfelf  with  moving  the 
addnfs. 

The  qtieflion  being  then  put,  it 
was  carried  nemine  diffentiente. 

Another  meafure  of  precaution, 
which  minifters  thought  it  neceflary 
to  adopt  in  the  courfe  of  the  fef- 
fion,  was  the  revival  of  the  alien 
bill. — On  the  29th  of  March,  the 
bill  was  introduced  to  the  houfe,  in 
an  amended  date,  by  the  folicitor- 
general;  who  again,  on  the  19th 
of  April,  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  upon  that  bill;  which  being 
read,  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe. 

The  fecretary  at  war  began  by, 
remarking  feveral  of  the  vulgar  pre¬ 
judices  which  gentlemen  ought  to 
guard  againd  on  the  prefent  fub- 
jefl  relative  to  foreigners.  Thus, 
there  was  a  very  prevalent  error 
concerning  every  foreigner,  that 
he  mud  be  a  Frenchman,  and  that 
every  Frenchman  mud  of  mecedity 
be  an  emigrant.  ‘Thus,  it  had  been 
dated  in  the  houfe,  that  a  perfon 
had  been  apprehended  who  was 
neither  a  Frenchman  nor  an  emi¬ 
grant,  and,  as  it  turned  out,  had  not 
been  guilty  of  any  crime,  Therp 
were  other  midaken  opinions ; 
thus,  feme  were  apt  to  fee  in  emi¬ 
grants  nothing  but  perfons  com¬ 
ing  into  this  country  in  diftrefs ; 
and  in  this  view  it  was  furely  no 
light  matter  to  expel  perfons  mere¬ 
ly  becaufe  they  were  didreffed,  not 
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from  mere  furmife  or  fancied  appre¬ 
hension  of  danger.  But  in  his  opi¬ 
nion  the  emigrants  oooht  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  men  who  had  made  o-reat 
facrifices  for  their  loyalty  and  at¬ 
tachment  to  their  ancient  govern- 
ment  :  many  of  them  were  the  re- 
fpeftable  reprefentatives  of  all  that 
remained  of  the  clergy,  nobility, 
magistracy,  and  proprietary  of  the 
land;  therefore  had  a  claim  to  be 
considered  not  merely  as  Suffering 
individuals,  butalfo  in  their  collec¬ 
tive  and  representative  capacity, 
which  was  of  greater  confequence. 
He  thought  the  country  bound,- 
not  upon  light  grounds,  to  withhold 
that  afylum  and  affiftance  they  had 
hitherto  received  from  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  for  that  would  be  putting  them 
in  a  worfe  Situation  than  if  they  had 
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never  been  taken  under  our  pro¬ 
tection.  Thofe  who  wi filed  the 
i  expulsion  of  the  emigrants,  did  fo 
merely  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
danger  to  this  country.  He  would 
afk,  what  instance  could  be  pro¬ 
duced  during  the  long  period  of  the 
prefent  war  of  thefe  emigrants  prov¬ 
ing  untrue,  or  betraying  whatever 
truft  was  repofed  in  them  ?  They 
compofed  a  part  of  the  army  of  the 
duke  of  York,  upon  the  continent : 
had  they  proved  betrayers  of  their 
trufl  then,  or  been  deficient  in  their, 
duty?  He  alfo  made  fome  remarks 
on  their  conduct  in  the  corps  of 
Rohan,  of  la  Chatre,  of  Montalem- 
bert,  and  of  the  army  of  the  prince 
of  Conde,  where,  he  obferved, 
Whole  ranks  were  to  be  found  com¬ 
pofed  of  perfons  who  had  been 
loaded  with  honours  for  their  fer- 
vices.  He  did  not  doubt  but  fome 
vvorthlefs  characters  might  be  found 
amongft  the  emigrants,  as  was  the 
cafe  in  every  community  ;  but  this 
did  not  extend  to  the  general  body, 
in  many  of  whom,  he  meant  the 
french  mobility,  lie  coy  Id  place  all 
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poffible  confidence  with  regard  to 
his  own  lifep  and,  what  he  did  not 
value  iefs,  the  fafety  and  honour  of 
his  country.  He  concluded,  bv 
faying,  he  hoped  the  wifllom  and 
prudence  of  that  houfe  would  not- 
give  countenance  to  the  impreffion, 
that  in  cafe  of  invafion,  the  French 
emigrants  would  turn  upon  their 
benefaCfors.  Were  this  impreffion 
to  gain  ground,  it  might  endanger 
the  fafetv  and  lives  of  this  unfortu- 
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nate  description  of  perfons. 

Mr.  Tierney  rofe  to  repeat  his- 
reafons  relative  to  having  voted  for 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  cor¬ 
pus  aft,  and  faid,  when  a  mefTage 
came  from  his  majeffv,  (fating  that 
a  correfporMence  ex', fled  between." 
certain  periods  in  this  country  and 
France,  a  man  would  paufe  before 
he  voted  for  a  meafure  which  ha-s  1 
the  effect  of  depriving  the  public 
for  a  time  of  one  of  the  great  bul-  . 
warks  of  freedom;  but  under  this 
administration,  and  under  the  pre- ■ 
fent  circumftances  of  this  country, 
he  had  voted  for  the  fufpenfion  -of  • 
the  habeas  corpus  aft,  wishing, '• 
however,  not  to  ftrengthen  ad  mi-' 
ni  Strati  on,  but  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment.  Mr.  Tierney  next  made 
fome  pointed  remarks  on  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  fecretarv  at  war,  which, 
he  faid,  was  the  moft  inhuman  he 
had  ever  witneffed  before,  viz.  tor 
Mr.  0‘Connor,  a  gentleman  with 
whom  he  had  long  lived  in  terms'* 
of  the  greatell:  friendship  ;  “  and  I 
will  fay,  (faid  Mr.  Tierney,)  that’ 
I  never  met  a  more  intelligent  man 
in  my  life,  or  a' better  friend  to  the 
constitution.  With  -  refpedt  to  the 
brother  of  Mr.  OConnor,  who* 
was  confined  in  Ireland  under  a 
very  ferious  charge,  and  who  was 
brought  to  trial,  no  witnefies  ap¬ 
peared,  nor  was  the  Shadow  of  a 
proof  adduced  againft  him.  The 
learned  judge  before  whom  he  was 
F  4  brought 
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orougn  for  trial,  lamented  that  no 
evidence  was  brought  forward. 
Thank  Gon,  we  have  no  fuch 
judge  in  England!’*  Mr.  Tierney 
was  proceeding,  when  he  was  call¬ 
ed  to  order  by  Mr.  Carew. 

Mr.  Tierney  acknowledged  that 
he  was  not  fpeaking  ftridtly  to  the 
queftion ;  but  what  he  faid  grew 
out  of  what  was  infinuated  by  the 
Secretary  at  war.  He  was  conti¬ 
nuing  his  remarks  relative  to  Mr. 
0‘Connor,  but  was  called  to  order 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 

W  ho  hated  his  reafon  for  calling 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  order, 
yiz.  that  he  was  making  his  re¬ 
marks  on  a  caufe  now  pending  in  a 
court  of  juftice,  and  which  now 
hood  for  trial.  In  his  proceeding 
thus,  he  mu  ft  doone  of  two  things; 
either  he  mu  ft  make  a  falfe  im- 
prehion  upon  the  public,  and  pre¬ 
judice  the  public  mind  againft  the 
profecution,  or  compel  his  majef- 
ty’s  minifters  to  difciofe  that  which 
might  make  a  falfe  impreffion,  and 
create  a  prejudice  againft  thofe  who 
are  charged.  It  was  therefore  im- 
pofiibie  to  proceed  with  this  dif- 
cuffion  with  propriety.  The  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  made  fome 
remarks  on  the  conduct  of  the 
judge  who  was  appointed  to  try  Mr. 
OConnor,  and  faid,  he  lamented 
that  no  evidence  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  This,  he  obferved,  was  not 
a  correct  ftatement.  The  fenti- 
riient  was  this;- — 44  that  it  would 
have  given  him  more  fatisfadiion, 
if  Mr.  04Con  nor  had  been  pro¬ 
nounced  innocent,  on  a  full  trial  of 
the  merits  of  the  cafe,  inftead  of 
there  being  no  witneiTes  called.” 

Mr.  Tierney  faid.  he  would  re- 
tradt  what  he  had  faid  againft  the 
learned  judge,  if  the  fadis  were  as 
the  minifter  now  ftated  them,  as  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  cafe  but  what 
appeared  in  the  newfpapers. 


Mr.  Buxton  faid,  he  muft  with¬ 
draw  if  any  thing  mom  was  fuf- 
fered  to  go  on  refpedting  Mr. 
O’Connor,  becaufe  he  was  one  of 
the  grand  jury  who  found  the  bill." 

Lord  Malden  thought  that  whilft 
the  emigrants  conduced  themfelves 
with  propriety,  it  would  be  cruel 
to  proa  ri be  them.  At  the  fame 
time  he  fuggefted  the  propriety  of 
removing  them  to  fome  diftance 
from  the  metropolis. 

Mr.  Jones  profeffed  himfelf  whol¬ 
ly  unfatisfied  as  to  the  propriety  of 
faltering  To  many  emigrants  to  re-* 
main  in  this  country. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
made  a  fhort  reply. 

General  Tarleton  thought  there 
were  Tome  of  the  emigrants  who 
might  be  ferviceable  at  the  prefen t 
crifis. 

Mr.  JefferysJof  Coventry)  fpoke 
in  favour  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  H.  Brown  approved  of  the 
bill,  as  a  proper  meafure  of  caution'; 
but  he  wifhed  to  bear  his  teftimony 
to  the  general  good  coiidudt  of  the 
emigrants. 

The  folicitor-general  wifhed  to 
explain  the  objedt  of  a  new  claufe, 
which  he  intended  to  prcpofe.  By 
the  former  adl,  captains  of  fiiips 
were  obliged  to  deliver  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  cuftoms,  at  the  port 
where  they  arrived,  a  lift  of  the  fo¬ 
reigners  they  had  on  board  ;  but 
there  exifted  no  power  to  prevent 
them  from  landing,  therefore  he 
wifhed  to  introduce  a  claufe  to  give 
a  power  to  prevent  them  from  land¬ 
ing,  until  they  had  permiffion. 

Mr.  JolJiffe  made  fome  remarks 
on  the  harfh  language  made  ule  of 
in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  againft: 
the  enemy,  which  he  thought  un¬ 
worthy  the  dignity  of  the  country* 

Tbe  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
defended  the  language,  and  faid, 
that  tyranny  and  oppreftion  were 

now 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


now  unlverfally  imputed  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Robelpierre  by  every 
party  in  France. 

The  folicitor-general  faid, '  he 
thought  the  man  unworthy  the  cha- 
radffer  of  an  Englilhman  who  was 
afraid  to  fpeak  the  language  of 
truth  to  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Jolliffe  faid,  if  the  learned 
gentleman  did  not  retraff,  or  ex¬ 
plain  the  ohfervation  he  had  made, 
he  mu  if  expeff  to  hear  from  him  in 
another  manner. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  that  nothing  could  be  intend¬ 
ed  perfonal  to  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman.  His  learned  friend  had 
Rated  his  propofition  generally. 

The  folicitor-general  faid,  he 
would  fo  far  retradf  what  he  had  faid. 
What  he  faid  was  generally  fpoken. 

Mr.  Jolliffe  then  declared  himfelf 
fatisfied  with  the  explanation. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
fuggefted,  that  it  would  be  better 
that  his  learned  friend  fihould  bring 
up  his  claufes,  that  they  Ihould  be 
read  pro  forma ,  and  the  difcuffion 
poRponed  till  another  day.  This 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  Friday,  April  27,  the  houfe 
agreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Committee  on  the  alien  bill. 

Mr.  Jones  propofed  a  tlaufe, 
which  was,  that  the  fecretary  of 
Rate  Riould  take  a  fecurity  from 
every  alien,  or  French  emigrant  in 
this  country. 

The  fecretary  at  war  reprobated 
the  principle  of  it,  as  having  a  cruel 
tendency,  and  pronounced  a  warm 
panegyric  on  the  emigrants  for 
their  attachment  to  their  fovereigu 
and  conffitution. 

Mr.  Jones- faid,  his  main  objeff 
was  to  feparate  the  good  from  the 
bad.  He  obferved,  that  there  were 
ic,dOQ  fervants,  Englifhmen,  out 
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of  place,  and  as  many  French 
employed ;  this  circumftance  he 
thought  ought  to  be  attended  to. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft  had  taken  a  very  Rrange 
method  of  feparating  the  good  from 
the  bad,  for  his  method  had  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  confound  both  good  and 
bad  together.  He  obferved,  that 
the  emigrants  had  offered  to  take 
arms  in  defence  of  this  country, 
and  he  was  confident  they  would 
not  betray  it.  From  this  confide- 
ration  we  would  not  be  fo  ungene¬ 
rous  as  to  refufe  protection,  nor 
would  they  be  ungrateful.  As  to 
aliens,  whether  French  or  others, 
on  whom  any  reafonable  fufpicion 
fell,  government  would  fake  every 
precaution  neceffary  for  the  intereR 
of  this  country. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  he  applauded 
the  motives  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  propofed  the  claufe;  but 
hoped  he  had  heard  enough  to  in¬ 
duce  him  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Jones  faid,  he  had  done  his 
duty  in  propofing  the  claufe. 

The  claufe  was  then  withdrawn, 
after  which  the  alien  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  palled. 

The  bill  for  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  habeas  corpus  aft  was  revived 
during  the  courfe  of  the  fefiion,  in 
confequence  of  the  fuppofed  con¬ 
nexion  of  the  united  Irifhmen  with 
traitors  in  this  country,  and,  on  the 
2,0th  of  April,  after  a  melfage  from 
his  majefty  had  been  received,  Rat¬ 
ing  farther  accounts  relative  to  the 
preparations  for  in  vafian  making  in 
France,  the  houfe  of  commons  were 
informed  that  the  lords  had  paffed 
a  bill,  intituled  u  an  act  to  empovVer 
Ins  majefty  to  fecure  and  detain 
Rich  perfons  as  he  may  fufpe£t  to  be 
confpiringagainR  his  perfon  and  go¬ 
vernment.” 

On 
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On  a  motion  from  Mr.  fecretary 
Dundas,  that  the  biil  be  read  a. 
fsrft  time,  .ftp* 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  and  faid,  he 
was  fo  tenacious  of  the  liberty  of 
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the  fubjeft,  that  he  could  not  af~ 
fent  to  fuch  a  meafure  without 
much  ftronger  proofs  of  its  necef- 
fity  than  any  vv;hich  had  Vet  been 
given.  It  might  be  laid,  that  there 
were  perfons  now  under  trial ;  ,and 
that  therefore  to  produce  f  pec  die 
evidence  in  fupport  of  the  nec-e  fifty 
of  the  bill  now  before  the  houfe, 
would  be  doing  that  which  might 
operate  to  the  prejudice  of  fuch  ac- 
eufed  perfons.  To  this  he  would 
anfwer,  that  the  very  palling  of 
fuch  a  bill  as  this,  was  in  truth 
creating  the  greateft  alarm,  and 
railing  the  higheft  prejudices.  In- 
deedthere  was  not  before  the  houfe 
at  prefect  fo  plaiifi'oie  a  ground  for 
fufpending  the  habeas  corpus  aft 
as  theft  was  when  it  was  la  ft  fuf- 
pendeef  Then  a  committee  of 
each  houfe  of  parliament  fat  lor 
feveral  days,  and  declared  their 
opinion  to  be,  that  there  exifted  in 
this  country  a  confpiracy  againft 
its  conftitution  and  government, 
and  the  legillature  afted  upon  that 
report.  ,  Here  there  was  no  evi¬ 
dence;  on  the  Contrary,  the  afiur- 
ar-ice  of  the  chancellor1  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  tended  to  fhow  that  there 
exifted,  at  the  moment  lie  made  it, 
in  this  country  a  general  fpjrit  of 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  go¬ 
vernment.  He  therefore  confider- 
ed  the  prefect  meafure  rather  mi- 
neceff  ry  than  others  i ft,  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  giving  his  decided  nega¬ 
tive  to  the  bill. 

The  chancellor  of  the  cxeheouer 
jreplied,  that  with  regard,  to  the 
exigence  of  a  co'nfpiracy,  what  he 
had  laid  had  been  mifrepreftnted 
by  the  honourable  gentleman. 


That  loyalty,  indeed,  he  was  happy" 
to  fay  was  general;  bu:  fo  hr  was 
he  from  Rating  it  to-be  unanimous,  ’ 
that  on  the  contrary  he  expressly 
aiTerted,  that  although  a  lafge  por- 
tion  were  favourable  to  govern¬ 
ment,  there  were  neverthelefs  a 
defeription  of  perfons  too*cou  fider- 
a.ble.  both  in  number  and  'activity, 
to  be  palled  unnoticed,  who]?  con- 
duft  was  oppolite  to  the  general 
fen  ft*  eft  this  nation'.  Was  it  then 
to  be  contended  that  becav*  thefe  * 
circumftances 'were  fo  plain  as  to. 
cal’i  forth  the  zeal  of  a! mo  ft  every 
man  in  the  country  excep-  its  ene¬ 
mies,  that  therefore  we  were  to  take 
no  precaution  whatever  for  our 
own  ftfety  if 

T.  e  honourable  gentleman  had 
faid  there  was-a  period  when  we  did 
not  think  it  neeftfary  to  take  this 
precaution,  without  layiny  before 
•parliament  eviuenqes  ’wry  (diferent 
from  thole  which’  were  before  it 
now.  There  was  indeed  a  time 
when  evil-difpuftd  perfons  were' 
aftive ;  but  would  the  honourable 
gentleman  undertake  to  fay,  that 
the  preparations  made  by  the  ene- 
mv  fora  defcent  upon  this  country7 
were  at  any  other  period  during  t 
the  war  ever  fo  ripe,  fo  extenlive, 
or  fo  truly  alarming  as  at  the  pro-' 
fent  cribs.  The  French  govern¬ 
ment,  freed  from  the  perplexities 
and  ftruggles  jn* which  it  had  been' 
involved  by  the  military  exertions' 
of  the  continental  powers,  was  aft 
liberty  to  employ  its  troops  direftly 
againft  us,  who  had  fo  gloriouily’* 
oppofed  the  torrent  of  general' 
anarchy,  and  manfully  continued 
the  conteft  againft  all  the  force  and 
machinations  which  it  could  em-- 
ploy.  The  honourable  gentleman 
did  feel,  from  the  natural  effufion  of 
the  warmth  and  impaffioned  ftnti- 
ment  of  patriotifm  which  he  had 
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delivered,  that  the  zealous  co¬ 
operation  of  every  individual  was 
required  at  this  important  crifis  in 
the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
lurely  he  would  not  now  attempt 
to  weaken  that  defirahle  end  by 
his  oppohtion  to  a  hill  which  di¬ 
rectly  went  to  invigorate  the  public 
mind,  by  freeing  every  well-'difpof- 
ed  perfon  from  the  apprehenlion 
and  difmay  to  which  tiiey  were 
liable  by  fuffering  men  tainted  with 
principles  hoftile  to  the  constitution 
to  remain  at  large,  to  contrive  and 
carry  into  execution  their  horrid 
projects.  That  there  were  men 
difaffefted  to  government,  no  doubt 
could  poffibly  exift,  for  the  pream¬ 
ble  of  the  bill  was  proved  in  the 
mod  fatisfaftory  manner,  by  clear 
and  notorious  teftimonv,  and  the 
confequence  followed  of  courfe. 
He  therefore  earneltly  called  upon 
the  houfe,  and  the  hon.  gentleman 
in  particular,  to  agree  to  the  bill, 
and  not  to  fuffer  the  enemy  firff  to 
come  here,  and  proceed  afterwards 
to  deliberate. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied,  that  lie 
wifhed  to  aft  on  principle,  and  not 
on  confidence.  He'  was  told,  in¬ 
deed,  that  the  French  had  publilh- 
ed  their  intention  of  invading  the 
country,  and  that  they  traded  to 
the  aid  of  traitors  here:  he  did  not 
think  that  much  credit  was  due  to 
that  aflertion.  For  the  French 
themfelves  had  dated,  that  they 
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would  be  joined  in  this  country  by 
all  the  friends  of  parliamentary  re¬ 
form  :  taking  that  as  a  fpecimen, 
either  of  their  judgment  or  veracity, 
there  did  not  feem  to  him  to  be 
much  reliance  due  to  either.  He  was 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  this  coun¬ 
try  ought  to  be  well  prepared  to 
meet  the  enemy  ;  that  could  only 
be  done  in  railing  the  fpirit  of  the 
people  ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  to  de¬ 
prive  them  of  fo  material  a  bulwark 


as  the  habeas  corpus  a ft,  was  not 
the  way  to  do  it,  but  would  have 
a  tendency  to  fpread  difeoptent 
and  divihon. 

On  the  quedion  being  put 
u  that  this  bill  be  now  read,”  the 
houfe  divided, 

Ayes . 183 

Noes  -  3 

Majority,  -  178 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  laid  a  fevr 
words  for  fhortening  the  duration 
of  the  bill. 

The  chancellor1  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  thought  it  advifable  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  bill  after  the  prefent 
feliion ;  and  to  limit  its  duration 
to  a  fhorter  period  than  that  which 
was  fptcified  might  poffibly  prevent 
the  members  of  that  houfe  from 
being  aftive  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  in  the  manner  they  might 
with  to  be. 

The  fpeaker  ohferved,  that  the 
quedion  relating  to  the  duration  of 
the  bill  could  only  be  difeuffed  in 
the  committee  ;  and  that  if  the  bill 
had  originated  in  that  houfe,  the 
part  of  it  which  refpefted  the  du¬ 
ration  mud  have  been  in  blank. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid  a  few  words 
relative  to  the  fufpenlion  of  the 
habeas  corpus  aft,  and  contended, 
that  he  faw  no  neceffitv  for  the 
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meafure. 

Mr.  Tiernev  alfo  faid  a  f e  v 

■  V 

words  in  judilication  of  his  voting- 
for  the  fqfpenlion  of  the  habeas 
corpus  aft;  and  contended  that  he 
voted  upon  much  better  evidence 
than  upon  the  word  of  the  miniffer, 
for  the  preamble  of  the  prefent 
bill  was  founded  upon  the  verdict 
of  the  grand  jury  ;  and  faid  it  was 
upon  the  verdi ft  of  the  jury  be 
founded  his  vote,  and  he  thought 
that  no  man  ought  to  be  affiamed 
to  eive  a  vote  of  confidence  upon  a 
verdift  of  a  jury  of  his  country. 

■  "  ,  .The 
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The  quefiion  was  then  put  for 
the  fecond  reading,  and  carried. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
alked,  if  any  gentleman  had  any 
amendments  to  propofe  ? 

Mr.  Tierney  laid  he  law  no  re- 
ceffity  for  continuing  the  bill  till 
the  hr  ft  of  February,  becaufe  the 
next  feifi  on- would  co-mmence  long 
before  that  period ;  therefore  he 
wifhed  that  the  bill' might  be  limited 
to  the  firft  of  November. 

The  fpeaker  fuggefted,  that  this 
converfation  could  only  be  regular 
in  a  committee. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  that 
the  bill  be  committed,  and  ordered. 

The  ho ufe  being  in  a  committee, 
lord  Hawkefbury  in  the  chair : 

Mr.  Tiernev  moved,  that  the  du- 
ration  of  the  bill  fhould  be  only 
till  the  firft  of  November,  or  for 
ten  days  after  the  commencement 
of  the  next  feifion  of  parliament. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
wifned  to  know,  whether  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  intended  to  fix 
it  for  the  firft  of  November  next  ? 
as  there  might  be  a  material  differ- 
ence  betwixt  that  and  ten  days  af- 
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ter  the  beginning  of  the  feftion.] 

Mr.  Tierney  anftvered,  that  he 
wifhed  to  leave  it  to  the  firft  of  No¬ 
vember. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
obferved,  that  the  date  of  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  bill  would  thus  be 
made  abfolute,  when,  perhaps,  the 
perfonal  fervicesof  members  might 
be  fo  employed,  as  to  prevent  the 
affembling  of  that  houie. 

Mr.  Tierney  could  not  conceive 

any  fituation  of  affairs,  without 

the  whole  country  was  in  the  ene- 
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my’s  pofteffion,  in  which  the  par¬ 
liament  could  not  meet* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
doubted  whether  they  could  meet 
with  that  full  attendance  necCffarv 
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to  the  dilcuffion  of  the  queftion, 


without  calling  too  many  away 
from  objects  of  equal  ©r  greater 
importance. 

Mr.  Sheridan  again  repeated  his 
objections  to  the  whole  of  the  m Ca¬ 
in  re,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Tierney 
relative  to  the  meafure  being  borne 
out  by  the  verdiCt  of  a  grand  jury; 
and  faid,  that  the  laft  fufpenfiorq 
to  which  he  had  objected,  was 
founded  on  equally  good  authority, 
being  found  by  a  committee  of 
both  houfes  of  parliament ;  for 
both  the  grand  jury  and  the  com¬ 
mittees  proceeded  on  ex  parte  evi- 
cence.  Fie  faid,  he  could  not  for¬ 
get  the  confbquences  of  the  laft 
fufpenfion,  when  about  a  hundred 
perfons  had  been  apprehended,  and 
all  of  them  dife barged,  without  a 
fpot  of  guilt,  after  a  rigid  and 
long  confinement. 

Mr.  Tierney  admitted,  that  the 
verdict  of  the  committees  and  the 
grand  jury  proceeded  ex  parte 
evidence  j  but  that  he  preferred  the 
verdiCt  of  the  grand  jury,  as  being 
lefs  under  the  influence  of  the  m'i- 
nifter. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
obferved,  that  the  perfons  to  whom 
the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr* 
Sheridan)  had  alluded  were  not 
longer  in  cuftody  than  they  might 
be  bv  the  law  of  treafon  as  it  ever 
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flood. 

General  Tarleton  fupportedihe 
amendment,  on  the  ground  that, 
with  refpeCt  to  this  country,  the 
danger  of  an  invafion  muft  be  over 
by  the  firft  of  November,  though  it 
might  be  greater  as  to  the  lifter 
kingdom. 

Ayes  (for  the  amendment)  14 

Noes  -  -  -  1 31 

Majority  -  1 1 7 

\ 

The  duration  of  the  bill,  there-. 

fore, 
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fore,  was  fixed  till  the  firft  of  Fe¬ 
bruary.  4 

The  bill  then  went  through  all 
its  ftages,  and  was  patted. 

As  the  alarm  of  an  invafion  ftill 
continued  to  operate  on  the  minif- 
ters,  on  the  25th  of  May  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more 
effectual  manning  of  the  navy. 
The  object  he  had  in  view  was  to 
fufpend  for  a  limited  time  the  pro¬ 
tections  which  various  defcriptions 
of  perfons  enjoyed,  to  prevent 
them  from  being  impreffed  into  the 
fervice  of  the  navy.  It  was  his 
wifh,  he  faid,  that  the  bill  fhould 
this  day  pafs  through  its  different 
fiages,  with  a  fuitable  paufe  at  each, 
if  required;  and  that  it  fhould  be 
lent  to  the  lords  for  their  concur¬ 
rence.  Mr,  Pitt  concluded,  by 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effectual 
manning  of  the  nav;?-. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  the  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  manner  in  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  called 
upon  the  houfe  to  adopt  this  mea- 
fure  could  not  fail  to  create  great 
alarm.  He  had  imagined,  that  the 
augmentation  of  the  navy  was  to 
be  provided  for  in  the  ufual  way  ; 
or  if  any  very  uncommon  mode 
was  to  be  reforted  to  for  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  that  object,  notice  fhould 
have  been  given  to  the  houfe.  For 
his  part,  he  had  heard  no  arguments 
that  proved  its  propriety;  and  even 
if  he  had,  fome  time  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  him  to  weigh 
the  force  of  fuch  arguments  before 
he  proceeded  to  give  three  or  four 
votes  on  a  meafure  of  which  no 
notice  of  any  kind  had  been  given. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  per¬ 
mitted  in  hurrying  the  bill  through 
the  houfe  in  the  manner  propofed, 
he'rmittgive  it  his  decided  negative; 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y.  9S 

Indeed,  from  what  he  had  lately 
feen,  he  mutt  view  all  the  mea fares 
of  minitters  as  hottile  to  the  liberty 
of  the  fubjeft. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
replied,  that  if  every  meafure  adopt¬ 
ed  again  ft  the  deftgnsof  France  was 
to  be  confidered  as  boftiieto  tire  li¬ 
berty  of  thi£  country,  then,  in¬ 
deed,  his  idea  of  liberty  differed 
widely  from  that  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  He  obferved,  that  he 
had  given  notice  before  of  the  pre- 
fent  motion  ;  and  that,  were  it  not 
paffed  in  a  day,  thole  whom  it 
might  concern  might  elude  its  ef¬ 
fects.  But  if  the  meafure  was  ne- 
ceffary,  and  that  a  notice  of  it 
would  enable  its  effeffs  to  be  elud¬ 
ed,  how  could  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman’s  oppofttion  to  it  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  but  from  a  defire  to 
obftrudt  the  defence  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ? 

Mr.  Tierney  called  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  to  order. 

The  fpeaker  obferved,  that  what¬ 
ever  had  a  tendency  to  throw  fuf- 

„  j 

picion  on  the  fentiments  of  a  mem¬ 
ber,  if  conveyed  in  language  that 
clearly  marked  that  Intention,  was 
certainly  irregular;  this  the  houfe 
would  judge  of;  but  they  would 
wait  to  hear  the  right  honourable 
gentleman’s  explanation. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
replied,  if  the  houfe  waited  for  bis 
explanation,  he  feared  it  mutt  wait 
a  Iona  time.,  Fie  knew  very  well 

O  .  J  ■ 

that  it  was  unparliamentary  to  ftate 
the  motives  that  actuated  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  gentlemen  ;  but  it  was 
impoffible  to  go  into  arguments  in 
favour  of  a  queftion,  without  fome- 
times  hinting  at  the  motives  that  in¬ 
duced  an  oppofttion  to  it.  Fie  fub- 
mitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe 
the  propriety  of  what  he  urged, 
and  he  would  not  depart  from  any 

'  thing 
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thing  he  had  advanced,  by  either 
retracing  or  explaining  them  *\ 

Mr.  J oil j fife  approved  of  the  mea¬ 
fure. 

■  Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
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bill;  and,  on  the  motion  of  its 
being  read  a  fecond  time,  Mr.  Ni- 
cholls  obferved,  that  he  eould  not 
bring  himfelf  to  con  fen  t  to  palling 
the  bill  with  fuch  rapidity.  It  was 
a  meafure  of  great  feverity,  and 
ought  to  be  impartially  and  mature¬ 
ly  confidered.  He  faid,  if  a  bill 
might  be  fuddenlv  introduced,  and 
fuddenly  paffed,  there  would  be  no 
longer  any  fecurity  for  our  rights. 

•  Mr.  alderman  Lufhington  laid, 
that  as  a  member  of  the  corporation 
of  London,  he  would  never  agree 
to  the  prefent  bill,  unlefs  he  believ¬ 
ed  there  was  fome  ftrong  emergen¬ 
cy  to  juftify  it. 

Mr.  Gurwen  fpoke  in  favour  of 
the  bill. 

-  On  the  motion,  that  the  bill  be 
read  a  fecond  time,  it  was  oppofed 
by  Mr.  Hobhoufe,  who  faid,  he 
could  not  but  reprobate  the  mode 
propofed  for  the  augmentation  of 
our  navy,  as  a  grofs  violation  of 
our  rights ;  for  after  palling  a  law, 
by  which  no  fhip  was  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  fail  without  a  convoy, 
they  were  now  about  to  pafs  ano¬ 
ther,  by  which  no  fhip  would  be 
permitted  to  have  faiiors  ! 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
obferved,  that  the  prefent  cafe  was 
more  than  an  ordinary  emergency, 
and  juftified  (if  any  occalio.n  could) 
the  taking  away  certain  privileges. 
Parliament  had  already  a  dented  to 
meafures  of  a  fimilar  tendency, 
with  the  exception  of  a  very  few 
perfons,  vyho  could  not  be  fuppof- 


ed  much  to  derange  that  general 

harmony. 

Mr.  Wigley  contended,  that  the 
manner  propofed  for  carrying  the 
bill  fuddenly  through  the  houfe 
could  not  be  fupported  by  the  jour¬ 
nals  ;  therefore  he  would  give  his 
negative  to  the  fecond  reading. 

General  Tarleton  would  not'vote 
againft  the  meafure,  though  he  dis¬ 
approved  of  it. 

The  folicitor-general  defended 
the  neceflity  of  the  meafure ;  but 
wifhed  that  one  defeription  of  per¬ 
fons  might  be  exempted  ;  viz.  the 
inhabitants  of  the  coalls,  who  were 
moftly  fearpen. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid  the  bill  would  not  afftdf  that 
clafs  of  people  alluded  to. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  faid,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  6000  of  the  intended 
feamen  were  already  provided.  He 
hoped  that  thofe  feamen  would  not 
be  affedfed,  who  had  voluntarily 
enrolled  themfelves  for  particular 
fer  vices. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  nothing  in  the  bill  applied  to 
them. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond 
time. 

The  bill  being  in  a  committee, 
the  blanks  were  filled  up;  the  dur¬ 
ation  of  the  bill  was  limited  to  one 
month,  as  far  as  it  fufpehded  pro¬ 
tections  in  the  coal  trade,  and  five 
months  in  other  cafes. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
propofed,  that  it  fit o til'd  commence 
from  the  24th  of  Mav  inftant. 

Mr.  Wigley  objected  to  the  date  : 
he  thought  it  a  dangerous  thing 
in  itfelf,  as  well  as  dangerous  in 
precedent  to  make  fuch  a  law  as 


*  The  offensive  words  fpoken  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  this  debate,  and 
his  objTtinacy  in  refufing  to  retract  them,  Mas  the  occaficn  of  a  very  extraordinary  due], 
•w  hich  took  p!ace  between  him  and  Mr.  Tierney  on  the  following  Lord's -day,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  which  will  be  found  in  our  Dome  flic  Occurrences. 
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that  to  operate  in  an  ex  poft  fafto 
■manner. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
made  a  fhort  reply. 

Mr.  Wigley  then  propofed  an 
amendment,  viz.  that  the  opera¬ 
tion  fiiould  commence  on  the  a 7th, 
in  Head  of  the  24th  of  the  preient 
month.  The  motion  was,  howe- 
ever,  put  and  carried  for  the  24th. 

The  bill  then  went  through  all 
its  dages,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
carried  to  the  lords;  and  in  a  few 
minutes  the  boufe  was  informed 
that  their  lord  (hips  had  agreed  to 
the  bill.  ' 

The  hufinefs  -of  the  (lave  trade 
has  been  fo  frequently  agitated,  that 
a  very  fhort  account  will  fiiflice  of 
the  debate  which  took  place  on  the 
fubjedt  this  feffion. 

.  On  the  3d  of  April  Mr.  Wii- 
berforce,  in  a  very  imprefdve 
fpeech,  add  refled  the  houfe  once 
more  for  the  abolition  of  that  abo¬ 
minable  fpecies  of-  commerce;  a 
fubjcdt  on  which,  he  faid,  fo  many 
new  and  powerful  feelings  ruined 
into  his  mind,  as  aimed  to  difqua- 
lify  him  for  the/cool 'and  deliberate 
difcharge  of  the  dutv  he  was  now 
undertaking.  It  was  a  ,  matter  of 
folid  comfort  to  his  mind,  that 
whatever  vvere  the  various  feelings 
which  the  prefect  occafion  called 
forth  within  him,  the  feeling  of  re- 
morfe  was  not  of  the  number.  His 
conference  did  not  reproach  him 
with  having  betrayed  or  neglected 
this  important  bnfinefs  ;  and  it  was 
becaufe  he  was  refoived  to  continue 
a  ftranger  to  this  word  fpecies  of 
accufation,  that  he  was  again  about 
to  bring  forward  the  queflion.  He 
begged,  therefore,  the  refolution  to 
be  read  which  had  palled  in  1792, 
declaring  that  the  (lave  trade  fhould 
ceafe  from  and  after  the  nrit  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1796.  This  being  read  — 
The  cirtumdances,  be  laid,  under 


which  the  houfe  came  to  that  deter¬ 
mination,  were  well  worthy  of  re¬ 
mark.  All  the  charges  he  had 
brought  againft  the  (lave  trade  were 
fubdantiated,  and  the  truth  of  them 
acknowledged  by  his  warmed  op¬ 
ponents.'  The  Have  trade  v^as  prov¬ 
ed  to  be  the  caufe  of  lonp1  and  ex- 

O 

tended  wars,  between  nation  and 
nation,  which  produced  innume¬ 
rable  adts  of  individual  depredation. 
The  petty  chieftains  were  rendered 
the  oppreflors  and  ravagers  of  the 
very  didricls  of  which  thev  were 

j 

the  natural  guardians.  Mr.  Wii- 
berforce  then  mentioned  a  mod 
ftriking  fact  in  proof  of  his  aider- 

a. 

tion  :  that  two  gentlemen  being  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Sierra  Leone  com¬ 
pany,  had  penetrated  to  a  confi- 
derable  didance  in-land,  where  the 
face  of  a  white  man  had  never  been 
feen. — They  found  the  date  of  fo- 
c’.etv  more  advanced,  bv  two  or 
three  centuries,  than  upon  thecoaft, 
where  the  natives  had  intercourfe 
with  the  mod  polifhed  nations  of 
Europe  for  two  or  three  hundred 
years  before.  This  proved,  that 
our  interference  tended  only  to  cor¬ 
rupt,  darken,  and  barbarife;  arid 
that  it  mud  be  the  ardent  wifli  of 
thefe  African  favages  to  be  left  un- 
moleded  in  their  native  defarts,  and 
not  be  curled  by  our  ruinous  intru¬ 
de  n.  Mr.  Wilberforce  remarked, 
that  even  they  who  could  not  bring 
themfeives  to  vote  for  immediate 
abolition,  yet  condemned  the  Have 
trade  in  the  dronged  terms  of  re¬ 
probation.  His  right  honourable 
friend,  with  a  minute  he  fs  of  re- 
fearch,  and  detail  of  calculation, 
had  edabli  filed  beyond  difpi.te,  that 
the  Haves  actually  in  the  ifhnds 
were  fufficient  in  number  to  enfure 
the  population  being  maintained 
without  any  frefh  ,  recruits  from 
Africa.  But  even  they,  who  con¬ 
tended,  that  fame  adaitiops  to  the 

population 
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population  were  neceflary,  could 
not  deny  that  thefe  had  more  than 
been  fupplied  by  the  multitudes 
which  had  been  brought  from 
Africa,  from  the  year  1 792,  to  the 
prefect  period. 

It  might  be  alleged,  that  lafl 
year  the  houfe  of  commons  had  ad- 
d  re  fled  the  crown,  humbly  requeft- 
ing  his  majelly  to  lend  i  ml  ructions 
to  the  governors  of  the  Wefl-In- 
dia  illands,  direfling  them  to  con-- 
certfuch  meafures,  with  the  differ  - 
ent  legillative  affemblies,  as,  bv  pro¬ 
moting  the  population  of  the  illands, 
might  gradually  render  the  Have 
trade  lei's  necelTary,  and  finally  lead 
to  its  total  termination.  But  fo.  far 
was  this  from  being  the  cafe,  that 
the  very  contrary  was  the  truth. 
The  meafure  adopted  lalf  year, 
without  that  which  he  was  now 
bringing  forward,  would  be  illufo- 
rv  and  unavailing;  but  affociated 
with  abolition,  it  would  be  efficient 
and  complete.  The  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had 
propoled  an  addrefs  to  the  crown, 
fimilar  to  that  which  had  been 
adopted  laft  year :  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  differed  with 
Mr.  Wil perforce  as  to  the  time 
when  this  abolition  Hiould  take 
place;  but  concurred  with  him  in 
thinking  that  its  duration  ought. to 
be  limited.  Mr.  Wilberforce  then 
took  a  view  of  the  regulations 

1  ■  D 

framed  by  the  colonial  legiilatures 
with  refpefl  to  the  population  of 
the  Blands,  and  alfq  of  the  food, 
religion,  and  neceflary  correction ; 
and  contended,  that  no  let  of  re¬ 
gulations  would  be  framed  which 
would  be  univerfallv  applicable. 
Considering  how  difficult  it  would 
be  to  attempt  to  enforce  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  thefe  legillative  provifions, 
which  would  go  to  the  interior. of 
qvery  domeftic  arrangement,  could 
it  j^e  fuppofed  that  it  would  be  fub- 


mitted  to  ?  For  what  ?  For  the 
avowed  purpofe  of  accelerating  the 
abolition  of  the  Have  trade ;  an 
event  which  the  Weft-Indians  in. 
general  have  frankly  confelfed  they 
conlider  as  in  the  higheft  degree  in¬ 
jurious  to  their  interefts.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  any  regulations  operating  in 
the  Well-Indies  for  the  protection 
of  Haves,  gentlemen  mult  bear  in 
mind,  that  there  is  a  certain  e/prit 
dc  corps ,  which,  varying  in  nature 
and  kind,  naturally  belonged  to 
every  community.  In  the  Well- 
Indies,  it  was  a  fellow-feeling  for 
the  rights  and  authority  of  mailers : 
Home  curious  proofs  of  this  were 
afforded  by  the  papers  recently 
tranfmitted  from  the  colonial  af- 
femblies,  and  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  houfe.  It  appears  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  alfembly  of  St,  Chrif- 
topher’s,  when  the  efprit  de  corps  was 
in  aftion  for  the  defence  of  all  the 
planters  in  general,  againll  charges 
never  urged  but  againll  individuals, 
maintained  that  ail  was  perfefl  in 
their  management;  yet  that  affem- 
bly  frankly  declared,  that  the  al¬ 
lowances  of  food  given  by  mafters 
to  their  Haves  were  too  fmall  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  go  through  their  work 
with  fpirit.  Mr.  Wilberforce  next 
made  fome  remarks  on  the  criminal 
courts  of  jullice  in  the  Weft-In¬ 
dies,  and  particularly  that  of  St. 
Cbriflopher’s,  which  pretended  to 
have  taken  cognifance  of  the  bar¬ 
barous  treatment  of  Haves  in  the 
fame  manner  as  crimes  of  a  limilar 
nature  committed  againll  white 
men.  The  aft  of  aflembly,  which 
was  palled  in  1783,  exprefsly  de¬ 
clares,  that  u  any  owner  or  pof- 
feffor  of  any  negro,  or  other  Have, 
who  {hall  wilfully  or  wantonly-  cut 
out  the  tongue,  put  out  an  eye, -Hit 
the  nofe,  ear,  or  lip,  &c.  &c.  fiiali 
be  lined  Hve  hundred  pounds,  and 
imprifoned  for  fix  months.”  Mr. 
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Wiiberforce  then  produced  an 
inftance  which  took  place  in  the 
year  1784,  w  here  the  penalty  was 
not  fancftioned  by  the  courts :  for 
two  delinquents  being  convicted, 
were  only  fined,  one  in  iool.j 
the  cither  50!. ;  arid  in  neither 
cafe  was  there  any  imprifonment. 
He  next  mentioned  another  cafe, 
to  fliow  that  the  court  did  not 
not  take  that  cognifance  of  the  ill- 
treatment  of  (laves  which  they  pre¬ 
tended,  and  tb  prove  that  negroes 
did  not  enjoy  the  fame  legal  right 
and  protection  as  the  white  people. 
But  in  addition  to  this;  let  it  be 
remembered,  that  the  affemblies, 
and  particularly  that  of  Jamaica, 
have  always  plainly  acknowledged, 
that  it  was  their  objeCt  to  gp  on 
importing  until  they  fhould  Have 
brought  into  cultivation  all  their 
barren  lands,  amounting  to  more 
than  twice  the  number  Which  are 
now  cultivated. 

He  then  made  fome  obfervations 
on  the  extreme  danger  of  infurrec- 
tions,  arid  on  the  new  grounds  of 
apprehenfion  which  were  laid  in 
the  emancipating  fyftem  introduced 
by  the  French  into  their  illands  ; 
and  faid,  could  we  be  weak  enough 
to  believe,  that  our  iflands  would 
remain  in  their  prefeiit  Bate  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  French  iflands;  in 
which  the  flavfes  were  relieved  from 
all  the  galling  marks  of  inferiority; 
He  faid  he  had  been  at  the  trouble 
to  inquire  into  the  number  of  Have 
fliips  taken  on  their  paffage  from 
Africa  to  the  Weft  Indies,  which, 
he  faid,  were  all  carried  by  the 
French  to  foitie  pbrt  in  their 
iflands,  where  they  were  made  free, 
and  trained  as  foldiers.  The  num¬ 
ber  was  confiderable  :  ill  the  year 
1796,  there  were  above  three  thou¬ 
sand  of  thefe;  in  1797,  above  1700; 
Which  in  fact  furniflied  our  enemy 
with  the  beft  i-nftrU  meats  for  the 
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fubjugation  of  our  iflands.  Mr„ 
Wiiberforce  then  made  fome  ob- 
fervationS  on  the  petition  which  he 
had  that  day  presented  from  a  body 
of  refperctable  men  (the  Quakers)* 
vvhofe  unwearied  efforts  in  this 
great  caufe  did  them  the  higheft 
honour.  He  concluded  by  fay¬ 
ing,  if  in  times  like  thefe  efpe- 
cially,  if  we  have  any  fenfe  of  the 
value  of  the  favour  of  Heaveri,  if 
we  have  any  feeling  of  juftice  and 
humanity,  let  us  no  longer  hefitate 
to  do  that  which  has  been  too  long 
delayed,  but  embrace  the  opportu¬ 
nity  which  is  afforded  us  of  refcu- 
ing  a  great  continent  from  the  de- 
ftrliCtive  ravages  to  which  it  has 
been  doomed  for  centuries  bv  our 
felfitbnefs  and  rapacity.  He  then 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade, 
&c. 

Mr.  B.  Edwards  defired  that  the 
addrefs  which  had  been  preiented 
to  his  Majefty  in  1797,  concerning 
the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade* 
might  be  now  read;  which  being- 
done,  he  then  proceeded  to  fhovv 
that  its  object  was  to  recommend 
to  the  colonies  the  adoption  of  fuch 
meafures  as  might  lead  to  a  gradual 
abolition  of  this  trade;  Thbfe  who 
fupported  the  addrefs,  as  well  as 
thole  who  wifhed  for  an  immediate 
abolition,  were  equally  fincere  in 
their  defire  that  fuch  meafures 
might  be  adopted  as  might  finally 
tend  to  abolifh  the  ti'ade ;  but 
they  were  far  from  intending  that 
this  object  was  to  be  accompiifhed 
by  any  fudden  violence,  fuch  as  he 
might  ftyle  the  prefent  motion  j 
becaufe  they  prudently  faw,  that 
the  exiftence  and  limited  continue 
ance  of  the  trade  involved  fuch  a 
mats  of  complicated  interefts  of 
mortgages,  &c;  &c.  The  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  who  brought  for- 
ward  his  motion  co.ifai  not  be  igp 
G  norant 
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norant  of  the  correfpondence  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  iflands 
and  the  fee  retar  y  of  Rate  ;  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  they  all,  ex¬ 
cept  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica,  had 
acquielced  in  the  propofais  that 
had  been  made  to  them,  and  af- 
fured  that  houfe,  that  they  confi- 
dered  themfelves  happy  by  difeo- 
vering  and  adopting  the  means  that 
might  lead  to  a  final  abolition. 
This  was  evident  from  the  anfwers 
of  the  iiland  of  St.  Vincent’s  and 
Tobago  to  the  duke  of  Portland, 
which  fhowed  they  had  under  con- 
fideration  the  beft  meafures  for  li¬ 
miting  the  caufes  that  increafe  the 
trade,  and  which  might  gradually 
lead  to  its  total  abolition.  The 
Royal  Gazette  of  Jamaica,  which 
he  had  juft  feen,  mentioned  that 
fimilar  meafures  were  under  con- 
fideration,  and  that  a  tax  of  iol. 
was  to  be  levied  for  all  flaves  above 
a  certain  age,  to  prevent  the  hard- 
fliips  of  flavery  from  being  doubled 
en  the  old.  It  had  been  alleged 
that  the  penalty  of  500!.  had  not 
been  inflifted  on  fome  mafters  who 
had  been  convifted  of  having  mu¬ 
tilated  their  flaves  ; — but  it  was 
well  known,  and  it  was  a  cuftom 
that  prevailed  in  every  civilifed 
country,  that  judges  were  invefted 
with  a  diferetionary  power  to  mi¬ 
tigate  punifliment  as  the  nature  of 
circumftances  might  fuggeft  and 
require.  But  the  cafes  alluded  to 
happened  before  the  paffing  of  the 
aft,  by  virtue  of  which  the  penalty 
of  <ool.  was  to  be  inflifted  ;  and 
how  could  the  law  have  been  vio- 
lated  before  it  had  received  exift- 
ence  ?  However  fines  of  50I.  and 
iool.  had  been  impofed  before  the 
aft  paffed,  which  proved  at  leaft  an 
exifting  difpofition  to  difeounte- 
nance  and  punifti  the  cruelties  that 
were  fo  induftrioufly  exaggerated. 
With  refpeft  to  the  In  (lance  of  the 


child  whofe  mouth  was  faid  to  be 
cut  from  ear  to  ear,  it  was  well 
known  to  be  an  aft  of  infanity,  and 
proved  to  be  fuch  in  a  court  of  law. 
Mr.  Edwards  next  took  occafion 
to  mention  the  conduft  of  the  king 
of  Caffon,  who,  in  fpite  of  every 
entreaty,  had  a  number  of  prifoners, 
whom  he  had  taken  in  battle,  or¬ 
dered  into  his  prefence,  and  all 
their  throats  to  be  cut.  Inftances 
of  this  kind  might  be  collefted  from 
Mr.  M.  Parke’s  Journal,  on  which 
Mr.  Edwards  bellowed  the  higheft 
encomiums,  and  from  which  he  in¬ 
ferred  that  the  difpofition  of  the* 
natives,  and  not  the  intrigues  of 
the  (lave  traders,  was  the  real  caule 
of  the  barbarities  they  exercifed. 
He  would  afk  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  whether  it  was  better  for 
the  Africans  to  have  their  throats 
cut  as  he  deferibed,  or  to  be  feat 
to  the  Weft  Indies?  By  bringing 
in  this  bill,'  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  would  only  teach  the  negroes 
that  they  were  treated  with  injus¬ 
tice  ;  and,  by  this  leffon,  would 
pretty  plainly  tell  them  to  rife  upon 
their  mafters  and  murder  them. 
Mr.  Edwards  concluded  bv  affur- 
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ing  the  honourable  gentleman,  that 
if  the  Weft -India  planters  were 
doomed  to  fall,  he  fhould  fee  they 
fhould  not  fail  without  a  Jiruggle. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  faid  a  few  words 
in  explanation,  and  obferved  that 
he  had  ample  proofs  in  his  pofleflion 
with  ref  eft  to  the  fafts  which  he 
had  adduced  relative  to  the  mutilat¬ 
ing  of  the  flaves.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  infilled  that  the  cafes 
of  cruelty  which  he  had  mentioned 
had  not  taken  place  after  the  aft 
had  palled,  but  long  before  the  pair¬ 
ing  of  it;  in  contradiction  to  which 
Mr.  Wilberforce  read  the  records 
of  the  council,  and  the  words  of 
(heaftitfeif,  which  fully  eftablifhed 
the  faft.  With  refpeft  to  the  mafter, 
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‘of  a  child  cutting  its  mouth  from 
ear  to  ear,  it  was  equally  eafy  to  be 
fubftantiated  ;  and  as  to  the  report 
of  the  mafter  being  deranged,  no 
allegation  ofinfanity  had  ever  been 
brought  againft  him  ;  and  even  the 
jury  who  fat  on  his  trial,  proved 
that  no  fuch  plea  was  ever  fet  up  in 
his  defence. 

Mr.  B.  Edwards  acknowledged 
he  had  made  a  flight  miftake  as  to 
the  precife  date  of  the  a£t ;  but 
with  refpedl  to  the  mafter  of  the 
negro  child,  who  he  faid  was  in¬ 
fane,  it  was  notorious  to  all  the 
country. 

Mr.  Canning  faid,  if  there  ever 
hung  any  doubt  or  hefitation  upon 
his  mind  with  regard  to  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  vote  which  he  fhould 
give  on  the  prefent  queftion,  that 
doubt  was  completely  done  away 
by  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  B.  Edwards. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had 
laid  down  two  propofitions  which 
he  Mr.  Canning  was  very  anxious 
fhould  be  minutely  attended  to  ; 
for,  if  there  were  any  who  enter¬ 
tained  a  doubt  refpedting  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  an  immediate  abolition 
of  the  Have  trade,  fuch  would  do 
well  to  confider,  whether,  by  ac¬ 
ceding  to  thefe  propofitions,  they 
were  not  going  to  vote  a  com- 
piete  perpetuity  of  that  trade? 
Thefe  propofitions  held  out  to  us, 
that  as  long  as  there  was  a  market 
for  flaves,  there  would  be  found 
buyers  ;  and,  that  as  long  as  Africa^ 
would  furnifh  negroes,  there  would 
not  be  wanting  other  countries  to 
purchafe  them.  The  fpecimens  of 
cruelty  to  which  the  miferable 
Africans  were  expofed  was,  feem- 
ingly,  in  the  opinion  of  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman,  fome  apology  for 
the  continuance  of  the  flave  trade; 
and  under  this  perfuafion  he  put 
the  queftion,  whether  they  would 
jaot  prefer  being  fent  to  the  Weft: 


Indies,  to  having  their  throats  cut 
at  home .?  For  his  part,  were  the 
queftion  put  to  him — whether  he 
would  finifh  his  being  in  his  native 
land,  or  be  fent  in  ftavery  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  where  he  might,  at 
the  cruel  caprice  of  a  tyrant  mafter, 
be  ignominiouflv  maimed  and  mi- 
ferablv  mangled?  much  rather  he 
would  fay,  “  May  I  peri  111  at  home! 
than  yield  up  my  liberty  and  ex* 
pofe  my  perfon  to  fuch  cruel  and 
outrageous  indignities.”  The  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  proceeded  to 
urge  the  neceflity  of  continuing  the 
flave  trade  as  long  as  there  re* 
mained  uncultivated  lands  in  our 
Weft-India  iflands,  and  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  difcufling  the  queftion  of 
the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  un¬ 
til  this  obje<ft  had  been  accom- 
li (lied.  Mr.  Canning  faid  he  could 
not  fpeak  from  local  knowledge; 
but  he  underftood,  from  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  a  third  of  the  lands  in 
the  iflands  ftill  remained  unculti¬ 
vated.  On  this  he  would  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  thofe  who  did  not  di- 
ftiiuftlv  difclaim  this  ground,  for 
fupporting  the  further  continuance 
of  this  trade,  could  never  perfuade 
him  that  thev  had  ever  been  fincefe 
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in  their  wilhes  for  its  abolition. 

Mr.  Thornton  rofe  and  made 
fome  remarks  upon  Mr.  Parke’s 
Journal,  from  which  Mr.  Edwards 
had  collected  his  information.  He 
allow’ed  Mr.  Parke  to  be  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  probity  ;  but  as  Mr, 
Parke’s  route  was  by  water,  for 
many  hundred  miles  up  the  great 
river  Gambia,  he  had  not  perhaps 
been  in  a  fituation  to  make  exten- 
five  obfervations  and  inquiries  near 
the  fea-coaft,  concerning  the  flave 
trade.  Certaid,  however,  it  was, 
that  no  part  .pf  Mr.  Parke’s  infor¬ 
mation  could  invalidate  the  pofi- 
tive.  evidence  that  had  come  from 
other  quarters.  Mr.  Thornton 
Q  2  then 
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lay’sjournai  fome  extracts  concern¬ 
ing  the  mode  of  procuring  (laves 
in  the  Mandingo  country,  apart  in 
which  Mr.  Edwards  feemed  to  iup- 
pofe  that  no  enormities  were  prac- 
tifed,  and  proved  that  kidnapping 
was  frequent ;  and,  it  was  agreed 
upon  between  the  (lave  traders 
and  the  kidnappers,  that  none  of 
the  natives  round  (hall  be  admitted 
to  a  fight  of  the  (laves,  who  were 
ufually  conveyed  away  by  the  craft 
in  the  night.  Mr.  Thornton  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  defcribe  the  fources  of 
the  (lave  trade  in  Africa,  which  he 
faid  were  four,  viz.  wars,  crimes, 
debts,  and  kidnapping.  At  Sierra 
Leone,  there  were  abundant  proofs, 
that  wars  were  both  fomented  and 
prolonged  by  this  traffic.  It  had 
been  faid  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  (Mr.  Edwards),  the  abolition 
of  the  (lave trade  would  caufe  many 
of  the  Africans  to  be  butchered, 
becaufe  there  would  be  no  market 
for  the  prifoners  of  war;  on  the 
contrary,  in  that  country  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  (lave  trade  was 
chargeable,  not  only  with  the  wars 
themfeives,  but  with  the  murder  of 
thefe  prifoners  who  were  unfit  for 
fale.  With  regard  to  (laves  fold 
for  alleged  ciimes,  as  far  as  he  had 
learnt,  of  (laves  fold  from  Sierra 
Leone,  not  one  conviction  was 
fupported  even  by  the  femblance 
of  juftice.  The  pretended  crimes 
were  generally  witchcraft  and  adul¬ 
tery.  Somebody  or  other  was  ac- 
cufed  of  witchcraft  on  the  death  of 
almoft  every  great  man.  The  per¬ 
form  acc tiled  was  compelled  to 
drink  a  poifonous  draught,  called 
red  water  ;  if  he  died,  his  relations 
were  frequently  feifed  and  fold  as 
(laves;  if  the  wretch  furvived,  he 
himfelf  was  fold  for  a  (lave — and 
there  were  not  want  ng  indances 
of  Englifh  (lave  traders  encourag¬ 


ing  this  iniquitous  kind  of  fu perfla¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Thornton  next  made 
fome  remarks  on  the  practice  of 
feifing  and  felling  debtors,  &c. 
which  he  faid  neceffiarily  led  to 
kidnapping;  fince  when  any  man 
was  threatened,  or  actually  feifed 
for  debt,  he  or  his  connexions 
were  under  the  (Longed  tempta¬ 
tion  to  go  and  kief  nap  fome  other 
perfon,  in  order  to  redeem  him  or 
tliofe  who  were  fo  threatened  or 
feifed.  Mr.  Thornton  next  touched 
on  the  various  obdacles  to  civilila- 
tiou  which  attended  the  dave  trade; 
and  concluded  bv  making  fome 
obfervations  on  the  duty  or  the 
Br  Hi  Hi  legillature  to  abolifli  (uch  a> 
traffic  as  he  had  deferibed  on  the 
principles  of  morality,  judice,  and 
found  policy. 

Mr.  Sewell  faid  a  few  words  a- 
gaind  the  motion,  a-nd  obferved  it 
would  unfettle  the  legal  tenures,  by 
which  the  proprietors  of  W ed  India 
edates  held  their  podeflions.  He 
would  a(k,  was  the  houfe  prepared 
to  take  fuch  a  dep  without,  at  the 
fame  time,  offering  them  adequate 
compenfation  ?  He  objected  alfo 
to  the  motion,  as  it  went  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  addrefs  of  laft  fedion,  in 
which  his  Majefiy  was  requeded 
to  recommend  to  the  colonies  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures  as  feemed  ne- 
cefFary  to  meliorate  the  condition 
of  the  flaves. 

Colonel  Gafcoigne  fpoke  again  ft* 
the  motic/n,  and  faid  it  called  upon 
the  houfe  to  refeind  its  former  refo- 
lulion,  which  was  neither  confid¬ 
ent  nor  prudent. 

Mr.  Buxton  fupported  the  mo¬ 
tion,  and  faid  it  could  not  be 
thought  that  the  negroes  in  our  co¬ 
lonies  could  be  long  continued  in 
a  date  of  flavery,  when,  at  the  fame 
time,  they  faw  thofe  in  our  enemies’" 
colonies  emancipated. 

Mr.  Hdbhoufe  remarked,  that  in 
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the  correfpondence  with  the  colo¬ 
nial  aHemblies,  which  had  been  laid 
before  the  houfe,  he  could  not  fee 
any  thing  like  a  feriotis  difpofition 
to  meet  the  vvilhes  of  the  houfe. 
The  governors  of  two  of  the  iflands 
had  remained  ft  lent,  and  in  fome 
of  the  i fl  uids  no  meal'll res  had  been 
taken,  fo  that  he  thought  little  was 
to  be  expected  from  that  quarter. 
Though  all  agreed  that  the  traffic 
of  Oaves  was  cruel,  yet  he  was 
forry  to  fee  that  this  trade  had  lately 
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been  on  the  increafe  ;  and  here  he 
could  not  but  advert  to  the  en¬ 
couragement  yiven  bv  his  Majeftv’s 
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proclamation,  to  export  Oaves  from 
our  iflands  to  the  SpaniOi  colonies, 
even  though  in  a  hate  of  war  with 
them. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid  he  could  not  let  this  opportu¬ 
nity  pafs  of  rectifying  the  mifun- 
derffa tiding  which  has  gone  abroad 
upon  the  fubje*t,  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  ,  alluded  in 
the  conciufion  of  his  fpeech.  The 
fact  however  was,  that  a  free  port 
being  eftabliflied  in  one  of  the 
Weft- India  iilands,  without  any 
provifion  at  all  relative  to  negro 
Haves,  it  fo  happened  that  reference 
was  made  to  an  act  of  parliament, 
(and  he  was  forry  to  fay  fuch  a 
practice  fhould  have  received  the 
fanction  of  the  legiflature),  in 
which  Haves  were  enumerated  a- 
monz  a  variety  of  articles  of  com- 
merce  :  it  being  however  repre¬ 
fen  ted,  inftrintions  were  imme¬ 
diately  lent  out,  directing  that 
Haves  fliould  not  be  included  as 
articles  of  commerce. — -This  was 
the  fimple  Hate  of  the  caie. 

The  chancellor  then  contended 
for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the 
Have  trade,  even  for  the  fafety  of 
the  Weft-India  iilands.  Some  had 
contended  lie  faid  for  its  farther 
continuance  upon  the  ground,  that 


it  was  neceCtry  for  the  intereft  of 
the  iflands;  this  at  beft  was  but 
doubtful;  however,  the  balance 
feemed  to  incline  the  other  way  ; 
and  now  the  nece  fifty  of  the  imme¬ 
diate  abolition  was  preffed  for  the 
falvation  of  thofe  very  iilands, 
which  it  was  argued  fuch  a  meafure 
would  deftrov.  The  contempla- 
tion  of  future  advantages  fome- 
times  makes  men  blind  to  prefent 
dangers  ;  for  fome  diftant  improve¬ 
ments,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  overlooked  their  real  interefts; 
and  to  favour  the  falfe  calculation 
on  which  this  principle  proceeded, 
they  would  have  us  not, only  over¬ 
look  that  very  in  ter  eft  which, 
whether  they  fee  it  or  not,  ft  was 
our  bufinefs  to  guard.  We  were 
told  to  poftpone  the  confideratioli 
of  the  abolition  till  fome  future  pe¬ 
riod  ;  but  we  hear  of  no  fpecifcc 
time  fixed  at  which  the  fubjedt 

may  be  refumed.  The  honourable 
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gentleman  (M.  B,  Edwards)  con¬ 
tended  that  all  the  wafte  land  in  the 
Weft-India  iilands  m lift  previoufiv 
be  cultivated.  Upon  this  point  it 
was  impoffible  to  comment  in  more 
appropriate  language  than  was 
ufed  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr, 
Canning),  From  his  not  having 
documents  before  him,  there  was 
one  point  which  he  did  not  ex¬ 
plain  fo  fully  as  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  could 
have  wifhed  to  the  houfe.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  from  a  ftatement  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  that  the  quantity 
of  uncultivated  land  in  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica  was  about  two-thirds 
more  than  that  already  in  cultiva¬ 
tion.  It  appeared  that  for  this 
2^0,000  negroes  were  required. 
To  fuffice  for  the  cultivation  of 
other  parts,  the  complete  number 
of  600,000  more  at  the  fame  time 
would  be  neceftary.  To  procure 
this  fupply  then,  it  would  be  ne- 
cefTarv  to  import  not  merely  this 
G  3  number. 
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number,  but  to  import,  with  all 
the  frightful  walle  of  mortality 
with  which  this  importation  is  at¬ 
tended,  till  the  full  number  fliould 
be  completed.  From  a  companion 
of  the  importation  neceffary  to 
make  out  250,000  employed  iri  the 
prefent  cultivation  of  this  illand, 
and  taking  into  view  the  increafed 
ratio  of  mortality,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  required,  in  order  to 
keep  600,000  negroes  living  at  the 
fame  time,  an  importation  of  be¬ 
tween  1 1  and  12,000  was  neceffary. 
We  know  that  in  the  laft  hundred 
years  the  cultivation  had  been  go¬ 
ing  on,  till  the  number  of  negroes 
amounted  in  the  illand  of  Jamaica 
to  250,000.  Upon  the  calculation, 
that  with  600,000  negroes  a  cor- 
I'efponding  length  of  time  would 
be  neceflarv  for  the  cultivation  of 
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the  remaining  two-thirds  fuppofed 
capable  of  cultivation,  the  period 
of  the  final  abolition,  upon  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman's  plan,  would 
be  protracted  for  no  Jefs  than  240 
years.  If  this  was  to  be  the  rule 
by  which  the  abolition  of  this  hor¬ 
rible  traffic  was  to  be  determined, 
be  could  not  but  underftand  it  as  a 
declaration  that  it  was  to  be  perpe¬ 
tual.  It  had  been  laid,  that  as  this 
traffic  was  encouraged  bv  the  levif- 
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lature,  the  abolition  would  be  un¬ 
juft  toward  thofe  who  had  afted 
upon  the  faith 'of  the  exifting  laws. 
— It  was  well  anfwered,  that  the 
Jegiflature  often  bellowed  encou¬ 
ragement  upon  branches  of  com¬ 
merce,  which,  in  different  circum- 
ftances,  it  Was  prudent  to  With¬ 
draw.  After  commenting  upon 
the  fubjeCl,  he  contended  that  no 
partial  inconvenience  ought  to 
weigh  aga'nft  the  indifputed  prin¬ 
ciple'  of  juftice,  and  again  ft  the 
fafety  of  the  illands  themfelves. 

.Sir  W.  Young  (poke  againft  the 
motion,  and  faid  gentlemen  were 


not  aware  how  difficult  the  fix¬ 
ation  was  of  the  colonial  affemblies 
with  regard  to  the  fubjedt  referred 
to  their  regulation.  It  was  the 
prevalent  opinion  in  the  illands, 
that  the  emancipation  of  the  ne¬ 
groes  and  the  abolition  of  the  Have 
trade  would  go  together.  He 
wifhed  the  houle  to  reflect  on  the 
calamities  that  might  happen,  fuch 
as  war,  conflagration,  difeafe,  &c. 
to  deftroy  the  population  of  ne¬ 
groes  belonging  to  an  eftate,  without 
any  remedy,  if  frelh  importations 
were  prohibited  ;  and  thus  a  fatal 
blow  might  be  given  to  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Weft-India  planters, 
whilft  that  gradual  fyftem  of  meli¬ 
orating  their  condition,  which  was 
pnrfuing  in  the  iflauds  by  the  cor 
lonial  affemblies,  would  have  quite 
a  different  effedf.  He  faid  he  had 
been  told  by  Mr.  Copper,  who 
was  a  prifoner  at  Guadaloupe,  tha.t 
when  the  negroes  were  emancipated, 
and  told  they  muft  be  fojdiers,  and 
give  their  labour  to  the  ftate,  many 
of  them  refufed  emancipation  on 
fuch  conditions.  Fie  concluded  by 
faying,  that  he  thought  the  Britifti 
legiflature  ought  to  wait  a  few  years, 
in  order  to  lee  whether  the  mea- 
fures  now  adopting  in  the  Weft- 
India  iflands  produced  the  defired 
effedf. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  faid,  that  the 
Weft-India  planters  had  fufficient 
warning  of  the  abolition  of  the 
Have  trade,  from  the  year  of  1792. 
to  the  fir  ft  of  January  1796, 
when  it  was.  determined  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  in  favour  of  a  gradual  aboli¬ 
tion.  Much  ftrefs  had  been  laid, 
he  faid,  upon  the  arguments  of  its 
being  the  intereft  of  the  planter  to 
render  the  condition  of  the  flaves 
as  comfortable  as  pollible,  and  two 
colonial  gentlemen  had  depoled  tp 
that  effedf  ;  however,  this  was  con¬ 
tradicted  bv  the  resolutions  of  the 

U  J  -  »  i  * 
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aiffembly  of  St.  Chriftopher’s  ;  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  too  little 
attention  was  paid  either  to  the 
food  or  clothing  of  thefe  unhappy 
creatures.  He  contended  that  the 
Clocking  accounts  given  of  thofe 
parts  of  Africa,  where  the  traffic 
prevailed,  were  ftridtly  true,  and 
not  even  contradicted  by  the  tra¬ 
veller  Mr.  Parke.  Therefore  he 
thought  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
lioufe  to  do  their  duty  by  aboli fil¬ 
ing  the  trade,  and  not  content 
themfelves  with  paltry  meliora¬ 
tions,  by  countenancing  a  fyftem 
too  execrable  for  the  powers  of 
human  language  to  defcribe. 

Mr.  Ellis  thought  there  was  too 
much  precipitation  in  bringing  on 
the  queftion.  Gentlemen  fhould 
have  waited  until  the  legiflatures 
of  the  iflands  affembled,  when  their 
intentions  refpeCfing  the  bufinefs 
could  be  ascertained. 

Mr.  Fox  (who  attended  for  this 
evening  at  the  folicitation  of  the 
friends  of  abolition)  role  and  faid, 
after  the  repeated  difcuffions  which 
this  fubjeCt  had  undergone,  he  did 
not  wifli  to  detain  the  houfe  long 
with  a  tedious  inquiry  into  the 
principles  by  which  the  queftion 
ought  to  be  decided.  The  gentle¬ 
men  who  were  againft  the  motion 
are  extremely  anxious  to  have  it 
underftood  that  there  was  but  one 
opinion  of  the  injuftice  and  immo¬ 
rality  of  the  Have  trade  :  the  onlv 
/  1  / 

difference  was,  what  is  the  beft 
mode  to  abandon  it?  To  me  (laid 
Mr.  Fox)  it  is  a  matter  of  fhame 
and  of  lamentation  that  the  coun¬ 
try  fhould  be  fo  degenerate  from 
every  fenfe  of  virtue,  fo  funk  in 
hvpoerify,  that  however  convinced 
of  the  enormity  of  the  wickednefs, 
\ye  have  not  yet  abandoned  that 
courfe  which  we  fo  urianimoufly 
condemn.  The  Britifti  parliament 
been  acquainted  with  the  guilt 
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and  the  reproach  with  which  the 
nation  has  been  loaded  ;  not  two 
opinions  exifr  upon  the  fubjefl ; 
and  yet  not  a  (ingle  ftep  has  been 
taken,  till  laft  year,  to  remove  the 
caufe.  Thofe  gentlemen  who  op- 
pofe  the  motion  fay,  we  are  told 
that  the  favage  nations  go  ta  war 
with  each  other:  and,  that  as  their 
prifoners  are  brought  to  market,  it 
would  be  inhumanity  not  to  pur- 
chafe  •,  and,  as  the  mifchief  is  done, 
why  fhould  not  we  derive  fome  ad-r 
vantage  from  it?  If  a  paffenger  is 
to  be  robbed,  why  may  not  we  be 
the  firft  to  plunder  him  ?  Such  are 
the  arguments  by  which  one  of  the 
greateft  wickedneffes  that  ever  dif- 
graced  a  nation  is  palliated.  We 
are  afked,  is  it  not  better  to  fend 
them  to  the  Weft  Indies,  than  con¬ 
tinue  in  Africa  to  have  their  throats 
cut?  Intereft,  they  fay,  isfufficient 
to  induce  kindnefs.  We  know 
(continues  Mr.  Fox),  that  fuch  is 
the  nature  of  man,  that  the  idea  of 
poffeffing  an  unlimited  authority, 
fo  flu*  from  infpiring  tendernefs, 
produces  contempt  of  the  objedt  as 
worthlefs.  An  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  tells  us,  that  we  ought  not  to 
be  precipitate,  that  we  ought  not 
to  be  violent,  and  ‘hat  we  ought  to 
prefer  meafures  of  conciliation  to 
meafures  of  feverity.  Gracious 

God!  what  feveritv  are  we  about 
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to  commit?  Are  we  to  fufpend  the 
trade  for  two  or  three  years,  till 
you  fee  whether  an  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment  be  neceffarv  to  abolifli  it,  or 
will  vou  truft  to  the  regulation  in 
the  Weft  Indies  ?  Mr  Fox  faid 
he  Iiftened  with  great  attention  to 
what  fell  from  the  minifter  in  the 
debate;  and  contended  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  anfwer  the  arguments 
he  bad  urged  in  favour  of  the  motion. 
“  He  told  you  (faid  Air.  Fox)  the 
fafety  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  de¬ 
pended  on  ypur  adoption  of  the 
G  ^  meafure.” 
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meafure.”  He  (Mr.  Fox)  was  not 
often  in  the  habit  of  paying  im¬ 
plicit  deference  to  his  aflertions ; 
but  on  this  occafion  he  could  have 
no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  he 
laid.  After  palling  feveral  enco¬ 
miums  on  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  for  his  eloquence  in  lap- 
port  of  the  motion,  he  proceeded 
by  faying,  what  mould  he  think  of 
thofe  who  had  acknowledged  the 
injuftice  and  inhumanity  of  this 
trade,  but  who  nevertheiefs  would 
voteagainft  the  motion,  rather  than 
make  a  facrifice  of  their  inter. ells  ? 
Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  if  he 
sliced  thofe  gentlemen  who  were 
againft  the  motion,  when  they 
■would  abolifh  the  flave  bade?  they 
would  anlwer,  when  the  illands  are 
cultivated.  None  of  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  agreed  in  any  thing  like  a  defi¬ 
nitive  anfwer;  but  each  had  an 
anfwer  of  his  own,  and  each  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  fame  point,  viz.  to  op- 
pofe  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade 
for  ever.  What  is  the  nature  of 
the  bill  propofed  to  be  brought  in  ? 
Why,  in  its  nature  it  mu  ft  be  a 
meafure  calculated  to  give  them 
notice  when  the  trade  fhall  be  abo¬ 
lished;  for  the  motion  is,  “That 
you  do  now  refolve  vourfeives  into 
a  committee  to  confider  of  a  mo¬ 
tion,  that  the  flave  trade  be  abo- 
li filed  at  a  time  to  be  limited.” 
What  time  do  thefe  gentlemen  re¬ 
quire  ?  Why,  till  all  thefe  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  abolition  be  done  away. 
Mr.  Fox  obferv.d,  if  notice  be  the 
objed?,  this  motion  was  the  objedf, 
this  motion  was  peculiarly  adapted 
to  that  purpofe  ;  hnd  thouid  the 
houfe  give  leave  to  bring  in  the 
ropofed  bill,  he  fiiould,  when  the 
lank  came  to  be  filled  up  in  the 
committee,  mo  ft  certainly  vote  for 
the  diredt  and  immediate  abolition 
of  this  trade:  being;  mindful  of  this 
$>qund,  that  the  houfe  was  bound 


to  abolifli  a  trade,  which  they  bad 
declared  to  be  a  trade  of  injuftice 
and  immorality;  being  mindful 
alfo  that  the  minifler  had  declared 
that  the  fafety  of  the  iflands  de¬ 
pended  upon  it.  Mr.  Fox  faid  he 
had  now  delivered  his  opinion 
upon  this  fubjedt,  though  he  was 
not  fanguine  in  hopes  of  luccefs. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid 
to  night,  viz.  that  individuals 
might  have  been  cruel,  and  that 
we  ought  not  to  judge  of  the  flave 
trade  from  the  polhbility  of  fome 
perfons  having  mifiondudled  them- 
felves  in  it  —  if  man  had  not  been 
cruel,  flavery  would  never  have 
been  complained  of  in  this  world  ; 
indeed  if  man  were  not  cruel, 
flavery  would  not  exjft. 

The  fecretary  at  war  faid  he 
fiiould  have  not  been  induced  to 
trouble  the  houfe  this  night,  had 
it  not  been  for  fome  of  the  obfer- 
vations  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down. 
Fie  agreed  with  him,  however,  in 
fome  of  his  opinions,  although  he 
could  not  agree  with  him  in  the 
reafons  which  he  alfigned  for  them. 
He  ohferved,  that  he  had  not  the 
leal!  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  if 
the  queftion  were  now7,  whether 
the  flave  trade  fiiould  be  imme¬ 
diately  abolifhed,  or  be  continued 
until  all  the  lands  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  fiiould  be  cultivated?  his  alter¬ 
native  would  be  that  of  voting  for 
the  abolition;  but,  whether  he 
fiiould  vote  for  the  motion  now 
before  the  houfe,  or  leave  it  to 
the  legiflatures  of  the  iflands  ?  to 
whom  by  the  la  ft  add  refs  of  the  houfe 
it  feemed  to  have  been  entrufted, 
was  a  different  queftion  ;  and  he 
conceived  that  leaving  it  to  their 
care  was  the  belt  mode  that  could 
be  adapted.  Much  had  been  faid 
upon  the  interior  fituation  of  Africa, 
and  the  horrors  of  the-  Have  trade, 
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s.nd  the  depravity  which  mud  ne- 
fcefiarily  attend  it ;  thefe  were  points 
which  admitted  of  no  difpute  :  but 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  Ipoke  laid  alked  a  verv  im¬ 
portant  quedion  :  u  Are  you,  after 
having  acknowledged  the  injuftice 
nnd  inhumanity  of  the  trade,  to 
agree  to  its  continuance  ?”  which 
he  followed  up  by  afking, — “  Are 
you  to  fay,  I  will  rob,  becaufe  an¬ 
other  man  will  rob  ?”  Whatever 
may  be  the  fotjndnefs  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman’s  judgment, 
the  indance  did  not  appear  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  meafure  before  the 
houfe.  He  allowed  that  inasmuch 
as  example  operated,  each  perfon 
concerned  in  the  trade  mud  incur 
home  confute. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  lad  dated,  that  this 
houfe,  by  continuing  the  Have 
trade,  would  be  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  duty.  Whether  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  duty,  or  not  ?  he  would 
take  it  upon  him  to  fay  was  the 
whole  quedion.  The  point  then 
would  be,  whether  bv  abolishing 
the  trade  now,  we  were  likely  to 
Create  a  greater  evil  than  that  which 
we  would  willingly  remove  ?  be- 
caufe  our  intered  is  not  any  con¬ 
sideration  at  ail  with  us,  except  in  a 
comparative  fenfe ;  and  that  in¬ 
cludes  not  only  the  fafetv  of  the 
jvhole  of  our  iflands,  but  aifo  the 
Iiappinefs  of  the  very  people  who 
now  endure  the  harddiips  of  Slavery 
in  the  Wed  Indies.  Gentlemen 
may  afk,  why  do  you  not  fix  the 
period  beyond  which  you  will  not 
allow  the  traffic  to  continue?  He 
might  be  told  that  he  is  adting  in- 
confidently  with  his  former  princi¬ 
ples,  becaufe  he  agreed  to  the  ad- 
drefs,  confidering  it  as  a  notice  to 
the  planters  to  diminifh  the  im¬ 
portation  of  negroes  ;  to  which  he 
$iould  anfwer,  that  if  you  confiiter 


105 

the  immediate  abolition  of  the  trade 
as  a  punifhmcnt  upon  thofe  who 
were  interefted  in  its  continuance, 
the  reafoning  Is  correct;  but  if 
otherwife,  the  reafoning  is  inconclu- 
five.  Thofe  who  widi  for  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  Have  trad®  may  have 
very  good  widies,  but  he  did  not 
know  that  their  wi flies  would  have 
the  e tfedl  which  they  expedted.  If 
the  planters  go  on  in  a  fydem  of 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
negroes,  that  would  of  ilfielf  have 
a  good  effedf..  This  was  the  yievv 
he  had  of  the  quedion,  which  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  date  to  the 
houfe,  although  he  fhould  have 
forborne  but  for  the  warmth  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  lad,  whofe  erroneous 
reafoning  in  fome  parts  of  his 
fpeech  he  could  eafiiy  excufe  on 
fome  occafions,  as  he  could  admire 
the  force  of  his  arguments  on 
others. 

Mr.  Barham  fpoke  againd  the 
motion  :  he  thought  filch  motions 
had  a  tendency  to  fpur  on,  indead 
of  difcouraging,  the  traffic.  He  faid 
he  was  not  a  very  confiderable  pro¬ 
prietor;  but  as  far  as  he  -was  in- 
tereded,  he  was  ready  to  forego  anv 
fliare  of  compenfation  for  himfelf; 
but  neither  himfelf  nor  any  other 
perfon  had  a  right  to  give  away  the 
property  of  others.  Much  had  been 
urged  to  that  houfe  about  abo- 
lifhing  the  trade  ;  but  he  w idled 
gentlemen  to  put  to  themfelves  one 
quedion.  The  quedion  was,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had 
the  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  have 
trade  without  the  confent  of  the 
colonial  ademblies? 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
made  a  fhort  reply  relative  to  com¬ 
penfation,  which  he  faid  related 
fole-ly  to  lands;  under  certain  cir- 
cumdances,  which  were  derived 
from  the  crown,  in  thole  idands, 
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for  valuable  confiderations.  In  thofe 
cafes,  and  where  the  conditions 
ftipulated  for  were  faithfully  per¬ 
formed  by  the  grantees — he  thought 
it  fair  that  certain  proportionate 
compenfation  (houid  be  allowed. 

The  queftion  then  being  loudly 
called  for,  the  houfe  divided,  when 
there  appeared —  For  the  motion, 
83 — Againft  it,  87 — Majority,  4. 

As  parliament  has  not  thought 
proper  to  enforce  their  own  refolu- 
tion,  that  the  have  trade  {houid  be 
aboliihed  in  the  year  1  796,  it  be¬ 
came  neceffary  to  renew,  for  a  li¬ 
mited  time,  the  (Save  trade-carrying 
bill.  On  this  fubjeft,  however, 
nothing  interefting  occurred  till  the 
4th  of  May,  when  fir  William  Dol- 
ben  moved,  that  the  houfe  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  on  the 
bill  for  regulating  the  quality  of 
the  (hipping  employed  in  carrying 
fiaves. 

Mr.  William  Smith  propofed  a 
claufe  for  making  the  cubical  con¬ 
tents  between  decks  the  criterion  of 
the  fitnefs  of  drips,  in  dead  of  their 
extent  of  tonnage. 

Colonel  Porter  obferved,  that  the 
attendance  was  too  thin  for  a  iub- 
ject  of  this  importance,  there  being 
only  thirty  three  members.  It  was, 
confequently,  ordered  to  be  again 
confidered  on  Thurfdav  next. 

On  Thurfday,  10th  May,  there¬ 
fore,  fir  Wifiiam  Dolben  moved 
that  the  houfe  refolve  itfelf  in  a 
committee,  to  cdniider  further  of 
the  (lave  carrying  bill. 

^  j  ^  o 

The  houle  refolved  itfelf  accord¬ 
ingly  into  a  committee. 

Mr.  William  Smith  propofed  a 
claufe  ior  increafing  the  height  of 
fhips  between  decks,  which  fhould 
not  be  lefs,  he  faid,  than  five  feet 
perpendicular. 

General  Tarleton  oppofed  the 
claufe,  as  there  were  no  arguments 
adduced  to  prove  its  neceffity.  The 


mortality  he  contended  was  not 
near  fo  great  as  on  board  the  {hips 
employed  as  tranfports  for  the 
troops  to  the  Weft  Indies* 

Sir  William  Young  fupported  the 
clau  fe. 

Mr.  Sewell  oppofed  the  claufe ; 
and,  if  it  fliould  be  negatived,  he 
{aid  he  would  bring  forward  a 
claufe  propofing  a  certain  fcale  in 
fiave-carrying  lliips,  to  regulate 
their  depth  ;  t hole  of  150  tons  and 
under  fhould  have  4  feet  4  inches 
depth  ;  thofe  of  200,  4  feet  6  ;  of  250 
tons,  4  feet  10;  thofe  above  250, 
5  feet  2  ;  and  thofe  of  300  tons  and 
upwards,  3  feet  8. 

Colonel  Gafcoigne  and  Mr. 
Sewell  oppofed  the  claufe ;  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Van fittart  fupported 
it:  when  the  houfe  divided.  Ayes  34, 
Noes  6. 

Mr.  William  Smith  next  propofed 
a  claufe  for  regulating  the  fuperfi- 
cial  fpace,  which  he  eftimated  for 
each  Have  at  8  feet. 

This  claufe  was  oppofed  by  co¬ 
lonel  Gafcoigne,  Mr.  Sewell,  and 
general  Tarleton.  After  which  the 
houfe  divided.  Ayes  34,  Noes  3. 

The  other  claufes  were  agreed  to, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  on  Monday.  Adjourned. 

Qn  the  following  iVjonday,  ftr 
Wiliian  Dolben  brought  up  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  on  the  fiaveT 
carrying  bill. 

Colonel  Gafcoigne  pj*efented  a 
petition  from  the  merchants  of  LG 
verpool,  and  other  great  places  of 
trade,  dating  objections  againft 
many  of  the  claufes  that  were  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  bill.  The  peti¬ 
tioners  prayed  that  they  might  he 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  againft 
the  bill.  He  intended,  after  the  pe¬ 
tition  was  read,  to  move  that  the 
report  be  taken  into  confideration 
that  day  fe’nnight. 

Mr.  William  Smith  faid,  that 

haying 
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having  heard  no  reafon  for  hearing 
counfel  againft  this  bill,  except 
that  the  parties  interefted  in  the 
trade  wiftied  it,  and  knowing  that 
the  ftatement  made  in  beha.fof  the 
petitioners  was  a  mifreprefentation 
of  facts,  he  therefore  fliouid  move 
that  the  report  be  read  immediately. 
The  further  ccnfideration  of  the 
report,  however,  was  deferred  to 
Wednefday,  when  counfel  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  heard  for  the  peti¬ 
tioners. 

On  the  2 1 ft  of  May,  counfel 
was  called  in  behalf  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  London,  Briftol,  and  Li¬ 
verpool,  relative  to  fome  claufes 
introduced  into  the  Have-carrying 
bill. 

Mr.  Law,  having  proceeded  for 
a  few  minutes  at  the  bar  for  the 
petitioners, 

Colonel  Gafcoigne  defined  that 
counfel  fltould  withdraw  ;  which 
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being  complied  with,  he  defired 
the  houfe  to  be  counted;  which 
being  done,  there  appeased  only 
thirty-two  members.  An  adjourn¬ 
ment  took  place  of  courfe,  and  the 
queftion  was  afterwards  adjourned 
for  fome  months. 

Mr.  R.  Thornton  wiftied  to  defer 
the  confideration  of  the  flave-re- 
ftraining  bill,  on  account  of  the 
advanced  period  of  the  fefiion,  till 
the  following  year ;  when  he  moved 
that  the  bill  be  deferred  to  that 

dav  two  months. 

✓ 

Mr.  Wilberforce  concurred,  and 
wi filed  that  it  might  be  difcufied  in 
a  full  houfe. 

Col.  Tarleton  faid  a  few  words. 

After  which  the  motion  was  put 
and  carried;  and  thus  ended  the 
proceedings  of  this  feffion  on  a 
queftion  of  the  utmoft  magnitude 
and  importance  to  the  interefts  of 
juftice  and  humanity. 


CHAP.  V. 

Debate  concerning  the  Office  of  third  Secretary  of  State — "Mr.  Tierney  s  Mo 
tion  on  that  Subject  negatived.  Motion  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford ,  in  the  Houfe 
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AMONG  the  lefler  debates 
which  were  agitated  in  the 
Britifli  legiflature  during  this  feffion, 
we  may  reckon  an  attempt  made 
by  Mr.  Tierney  to  difqualify  Mr. 
Dundas  from  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  upon  the  plea  that  the 
office  which  he  held  as  fecretary  of 
ftate  was  contrary  not  only  to  the 
fpirit,  but  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke’s  famous  bill  in  1783,  for 
retrenching  the  public  expenfes, 
and  diminiftiing  the  influence  of  the 
crown. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  Mr. 
,  Tierney  gaye  notice  of  a  motion 


he  intended  to  make.  It  had  been, 
ftated,  he  faid,  on  a  former  occa- 
fion,  that  Mr.  Dundas  ought  to 
vacate  his  feat  in  confequence  of 
being  appointed  third  fecretary  of 
ftate,  and  it  had  been  anfwered, 
that  the  duke  of  Portland  held  that 
office  hint  lei  f.  From  the  report  of 
the  fecret  committee,  however,  it 
now  appeared,  that  it  was  Mr. 
Dundas  who  he'd  this  office,  and 
Mr.  Tierney  Lid,  he  fliouid  fub- 
mit  the  fubjeft  to  the  ccnfideration 
of  the  houfe  on  the  following  Mon¬ 
day. 

On  Monday  the  7th,  when  M'. 

Hobart 
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Hobart  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  fupply,  which 
was  read  a  fir  ft  and  i'econd  time, 
on  the  fpeaker  putting  the  queftion, 
‘I'hnt  the  refolution  contained  in  it 
be  agreed  to  r  Mr.  Long  propofed, 
that  it  ftiould  be  exprcfted  nemine 
contradicente ;  to  which  Mr.  Tier¬ 
ney  ftrenuoufly  objected,  declar¬ 
ing,  that  vvhiift  he  had  a  voice  it 
fhould  not  be  allowed  to  pais  fo. 
Were  it  a  matter  of  mere  farm, 
and  this  the  ufual  way  of  palling 
the  refolution,  he  ftiould  not  ob¬ 
ject  to  it ;  but  he  was  determined 
to  give  his  negative,  not  onlv  in 

O  O  y  v 

this  inftance,  but  to  every  other  aft 
of  the  prefent  adfnin  iff  ration.  He 
allured  the  houfe  he  had  a  general 
retainer  for  the  whole  feffion. 

Mr.  Hob  houfe  moved  to  have 

laid  before  the  houfe  a  variety  of 

#> 

papers,  fopne  refpefting  the  loan 
granted  to  his  Imperial  rnajefty, 
and  guarantied  by  this  country, 
■which  were  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Tierney  being  now  called 
upon  by  the  fpeaker,  rofe,  and  fa  id, 
he  ftiould  ftate  thereafons  why  Mr. 
Dundas  ought  not  to  hold  a  feat  in 
the  houfe  :  it  was  not  from  per¬ 
ianal  did  ike,  or  private  animofity; 
but  the  tranfaftion  of  which  he 
complained  was  a  corrupt  job  — a 
job  not  avowed  but  detefted,  and 
never  would  have  been  brought  to 
light  if  it  could  have  been  kept  in 
concealment,  and  which  appeared 
a!  la  it  only  by  the  labours  of  the 
committee,  to  whole  reports  he 
ftiould  refer  for  evidence  of  the 
lafts  on  which  he  grounded  the 
charge.  In  that  report  it  was  com¬ 
pletely  deciphered ;  and  when  that 
ftiould  be  fubftantiated,  it  would 
become  matter  of  deliberation  and 
opinion,  whether  it  was  not  aggra¬ 
vation  of  the  offence,  that  Mr. 
Dundas,  after  having  been  remind¬ 
ed  of  the  doubts  that  arofe,  and 


thereby  fupplied  with  materials 
judge  of  the  law,  and  ccrreft  his 
error,  had  yet  prefumed,  after  fucti 
warning,  and  with  the  letter  of  the 
law  before  his  eyes,  to  hold  his 
feat  in  the  houfe  ?  Many  of  the 
gentlemen  who  now  held  their 
feats  were  members  of  parliament 
in  the  year  1 782,  when  Mr.  Burke 
made  a  fpeech  deferving  much  ap- 
plaufe,  on  bringing  in  a  bill  for  in¬ 
troducing  a  fvftem  of  eecQnomv  in 

O'  J  4 

the  public  ad minift ration,  and  for 
aboli fning  all  ufelefs  places.  This 
great  man  had  a  more  extend ve 
view  than  merely  to  dirninifb  the 

4  • 

public  expenditure  ;  namely,  to  p ree¬ 
fer  ve  the  independence  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  In  this  fpeech,  Mr.  Burke 
afterted,  that  the  office  of  third  fe- 
cretarv  of  ftate  was  an  office  per¬ 
fectly  imneceftary,  and  inftituted 
for  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
creating  new  patronage  for  the 
crown.  Taking  this  as  the  principle 
upon  which  the  abolition  of  that 
office  was  then  grounded,  nothing 
could  be  pleaded  in  juftification  of 
its  revival  but  the  moft  urgent  ne¬ 
edlin'.. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  he  would  un¬ 
dertake  to  prove  that  this  office 
had  been  revived  ;  and  it  was  in¬ 
cumbent  on  his  majefty’s  minifters 
to  fhow  the  houfe  thofe  c  ire  urn - 
ftances  which  made  it  necefiaiy. 
He  reverted  to  Mr.  Burke’s  ftate- 
ment,  that  lord  Suffolk  and  lord 
Weymouth,  being  the  tvyo  princi¬ 
pal  fecretaries,  and  the  former  be¬ 
ing  “  though  not  dead  to  nature, 
dead  to  the  public,”  the  whole  bu¬ 
ll  nefs  devolved  upon  the  latter,  and 
for  more  than  a  year  after  no  new 

J 

fecretary  was  appointed  ;  from 
whence  it  was  argued,  that  if  lord 
Weymouth  was  able  to  do  the  bu- 

4 

finds  of  himfelf  and  of  lord  Suf¬ 
folk,  two  fecretaries  could  do  the 
bu  finds  of  three.  In  the  year 
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2^83,  the  objeff  of  Mr.1  Burke  was 
effeded.  Mr.  Tierney  then  called 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  the 
prefent  moment.  A  third  fecre- 
tary  of  hate  had  been  appointed 
fmce  that  time  with  a  new  efta- 
blifliment  of  13,000b  a  year.  When 
in  the  year  1768,  the  office  abo- 
lilhed  by  Mr.  Burke’s  bill  was 
cftabliflied,  the  pretext  was,  the  in- 
creafe  of  bufinefs  on  the  continent 
of  America ;  at  that  time,  how¬ 
ever,  three  fecretaries  were  at  lead; 
fufficient ;  but  having  contrived  to 
iofe  the  American  colonies  which 
furn iflied  the  pretext,  minifrers 
could  not  very  well  infid  on  the 
continuance  of  the  office,  nor  deny 
that  there  was  no  occafion  for 
more  than  two,  who  went  wider 
the  name  of  fecretaries  for  the 
northern  and  fouthern  depart¬ 
ments.  In  the  year  1786,  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  report  on 
ihe  nature  of  the  offices  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  amount  of  their  fa- 
lanes;  in  that  report  the  two  fe¬ 
cretaries  were  dated  at  Hilaries  of 
6oool.  each  :  now  if  the  labour  be¬ 
came  fo  extremely  arduous  to  mi- 
niders,  as  to  judify  an  additional 
office,  would  they  not  have  called 
for  more,  rather  than  lefs,  than  the 
Rated  falary  ?  But  fo  far  was  this 
from  being  the  cafe,  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  did  not  feel  that  he 
had  anv  claim,  diminidiing  himfelf 
the  allow  ance  of  the  report  of  17867 
fixing  his  falary  at  4500b  a  year, 
in  dead  of  6000b  and  in  dead  of 
finking  under  the  bufinefs,  he  was 
able  to  carry  a  little  more,  taking- 
upon  himfelf  the  office  of  preddent 
of  the  board  of  control,  without 
fee  or  reward  additional ;  nor  was 
any  complaint  heard  of  tliefe 
offices  being,  too  laborious. 

By  the  war  in-  1793  the  bufkiefs 
was  confiderabl-v  increafed ;  but 
Mr,  Dundas  never  locked  for  a 
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third  fecretary,  but  conducted  the 
whole  with  much  credit  to  himfelf 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  in  bring¬ 
ing  in  his  India  bill  took  6000b  a 
year  as  preddent  of  the  board  of 
control,  affuming  the  whole  weight 
of  that  arduous  employment  :  but 
this  was  not  all  ;  with  the  home 
department  he  took  that  of  the 
war,  fo  far  was  he  from  consider¬ 
ing  a  third  fecretarv  needful.  Un- 
der  thefe  ci  ream  da  rices  then,  what 
was  it  which  created  the  neceffity? 
It  could  not  be  that  which  was 
made  the  pretext  for  it  in  1768, 
for  the  colonies  were  loft  :  neither 
could  it  be  inability,  becaufe  if 
appeared  that  the  bufinefs  had  been 
accompliflied,  with  difpatch,  by- 
two. 

Mr.  Tierney  profeded  himfelf  at 
a  lofs  to  imagine,  why  in  1 794. 
there  fh&uld  be  a  new  dividon  of 
the  bufinefs  ;  and  inf^ead  of  the  old 
edablifnment  of  the  two  fecreta¬ 
ries  and  offices,  at  an  expenfe  of 
29,000!.  there  ffiould  be  three,  at 
an  expenfe  of  40,000b  He  knew 
that  the  accumulation  of  the  affairs 
of  war  with  thofe  of  the  other  de¬ 
partments  of  date  rendered  an  en¬ 
largement  neceffary,  and  pointed- 
out  the,  expediency  of  a  fe  par  ate 
elf  abli  fitment  for  war.  The  fir  ft 
clerk  of  that  office  was  the  only 
perfon  examined  touching  that 
point  before  the  committee  ;  but  in¬ 
dead  of  faying  any  thing  to  judify 
t h at  c 0 n  c  1  u  fi o n ,  w  hi  c  h  h e  f  1  id  ten  ded 
to  prove,  that  with  the  help  of  four 
additional  clerks  they  might  go  011- 
as  well  as  ever.  But  this  mode 
would  not  anfivei*  the  purpofe  of 
mioiders :  no  ;  a.n  kicreafe  of  the 
patronage  of  the  crown  was  thd'r 
objed,  and  a  new  edablifh ment, 
with  enormous  additional  lalaries*, 
mud  effed  their  purpofes.  Wtien 
the  difeovery  was  made  of  the  nc-> 
ceffity  of  a- new  efta blifh ment,  man v* 

dil- 
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difficulties  occurred  refpe&ing  the 
arrangement.  Mr.  Pitt,  who  is  fo 
fond  of  “  mutual  compenfation” 
in  all  negotiations,  probably  inter¬ 
fered,  and  made  it  the  balls  of 
treaty  ;  and  hence  might  have  ari- 
fen  “  reciprocal  facilities.”  It  was 
only  faying,  lam  fecretarv  at  war, 
and  you  are  war  fecretary,  and 
the  difficulty  was  at  an  end;  and 
on  that  day  darted  out  an  arrange¬ 
ment,  giving  to  Mr.  Dundas  the 
office  of  fecretary  of  the  war  de¬ 
partment,  with  an  enormous  eda- 
blifhment.  Mr.  Tierney  profeffied 
himfelf  at  an  utter  lofs  to  compre¬ 
hend  bow  fuch  a  palpable  job 
could  be  defended,  or  in  what 
manner  minifters  could  judify  the 
creating  fuch  an  office.  The  pre- 
fent  commander  in  chief  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  mod  accurate,  active, 
and  induftrions  ;  nor  did  he  mean 
difrefped!  to  lord  Amherd,  when 
he  attributed  wholly  to  age  his  in- 
fufficiency.  Lord  Cornwallis  had 
made  no  improvements  in  the  ord¬ 
nance  department;  and  yet,  with 
thefe  advantages,  the  office  of  fe- 
cretary  of  the  war  department  was 
thought  neceffary  for  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman ,! 

It  was  not  fo  much  as  dated  that 
the  duke  of  Portland  could  not  do 
the  duty  of  both  ;  and  his  grace’s 
department,  imdead  of  being  re¬ 
duced,  had  four  clerks  added 
to  it.  One,  a  precis,  that  is  to 
fay,  an  abr'dger ;  another,  a  law 
clerk,  which  had  been  abolifhed  in 
1774,  and  now  revived  ;  a  third,  a 
clerk  for  felons  and  convidts  ; 
and  the  fourth,  a  gentleman  who 
left  his  profeffion  (Mr.  Baldwin), 
and  was  fo  good  as  to  give  his 
Opinion  when  a  cafe  is  fent  with 
the  ufual  compliment  (the  fee) 
marked  on  the  back  of  it.  Be¬ 
tides  which,  there  was  an  adtive 
magidrate  employed,  whot  ran  faded 


the  office  bufinefs  with  the  various 
magidrates,  and  took  the  whole 
weight  of  that  trouble  off  his 
grace’s  fhoulders. 

But  to  come  to  the  other  point, 
the  illegality  of  the  office;  Mr. 
Burke’s  bill  had  provided  that  the 
office  of  the  u  third  fecretary  of 
fate ,  or  fecretary  for  the  colonies  (as 
it  was  then  called)  ftould  be  abo - 
lifted,  and  that  two  only  Jliould  re - 
main ,  thofe  for  the  northern  and fou th¬ 
em  departments  ;  and  that  if  any  of¬ 
fice  of  the  fame  name ,  nature ,  or  de¬ 
fer  iption,  Jliould  thereafter  be  efablift- 
ed, ,  the  fame  ftoidd  be  taken  as  a  new 
office .”  Could  any  terms  (he  faid) 
be  found  to  comprehend  a  more 
large,  didindt,  and  plain  explana¬ 
tion*  of  the  intent  of  that  provi- 
don  ? 

Lord  George  Germaine,  who 
held  the  office  of  third  fecretarv. 

4  * 

was  more  cautious  than  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  for  he  never 
gave  any  fpecific  name  to  the  of¬ 
fice  he  held,  but  held  it  generally 
by  the  title  of  u  one  of  his  ma- 
jedy’s  principal  fecretariesof  date.” 
And  Mr.  Burke  was  driven  there¬ 
by  to  date  it  fo  fpecially  as  he  had 
done,  that  was  to  fay,  there  fhould 
be  only  two,  and  if  a  third  were 
made  of  the  fame  nature  with  that 
aboliffied,  the  perfon  diould  be  in¬ 
capable  to  dt  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  He  would  undertake  to 
prove,  that  the  office  held  by  Mi*. 
Dundas  was  of  the  fame  defeription, 
and,  though  not  of  the  fame  name, 
for  the  fame  pnrpofes.  Let  the 
report  be  examined,  and  the  three 
diftinft  officers  would  be  didindtly 
recognifed  by  the  authenticated  fig* 
natures  of  the  refpedtive  fecretaries* 
In  appendix  B.  1.  they  will  meet 
the  fignature  Portland  as  principal 
fecretary;  in  B.  2.  lord  Grenville, 
principal  fecretary  ;  and  then  will 
come  to  Henry  Dundas,  principal 

war 
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war  fecretary !  Mr.  Tierney  af¬ 
firmed,  he  had  made  out  fatisfac- 
torily  that  no  neceffity  for  creating 
this  office  had  been  proved ;  and 
that  if  it  had  been  proved,  fliil 
tinder  the  law  it  was  impoffible  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  re¬ 
tain  his  feat.  He  was  not  actuated 
(he  folemnly  declared)  by  any  de¬ 
fire  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  public  proceedings,  but  by  an 
anxious  with  to  vindicate  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  houfe,  and  to  prevail 
on  them  to  (how  their  refolution 
to  preferve  inviolate  tiie  law,  and 
particularly  as  the  king’s  fpeech 
recoin  mended  to  them  fo  drongly 
to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws. 
He  requeued  that  ttie  a£t  to  which 
he  alluded  ffiould  be  read,  and,  af¬ 
ter  it  had  been  read,  moved  the 
following  refolution  : 

“  That  it  was  the  opinion  of 
that  houfe,  that  the  office  of  fecre¬ 
tary  of  (late  for  the  war  department 
was  in  addition  to  the  office  of 
fecretary  of  date  for  foreign  affairs 
and  for  the  home  department;  and 
that  the  honourable  Henry  Dun- 
das,  having  accepted  of  the  office 
of  fecretary  for  the  •  war  depart¬ 
ment,  was  difqualified  from  fitting 
in  parliament,  &c.” 

Mr.  fecretary  Dundas  faid,  that 
Mr.  Tierney  had  fo  particularly 
alluded  to  him  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  introduced  the  pre- 
fent  motion,  that  he  could  not  bet¬ 
ter  refute  the  objections  which  had 
been  dated,  or  demonftrate  the  im¬ 
propriety  of  the  meafure  propofed, 
than  by  giving  an  accurate  ftate- 
rnent  of  the  circum dances  to  which 
he  had  directed  the  attention  of  the 
houfe.  In  the  year  1791  his  ma- 
jefty  called  upon  him  to  undertake 
the  office  for  the  war  department : 
at  that  period,  the  duty  attached  to 
the  fi ruation  comprehended  the  in¬ 
ternal  correfpondence  with  the  dif¬ 


ferent  parts  of  the  country,  with 
Ireland,  with  the  colonies,  and  in 
general  every  thing  relative  to  the 
executive  adminiftration.  When 
the  war  broke  out,  the  military 
correfpondence  was  likewife  con¬ 
ducted  by  him.  He  faid  he  diould 
not  enter  into  the  confideration, 
whether  the  place  of  third  fecre¬ 
tary  of  date  was  rightly  aboliffied, 
or  rightly  redored  ?  but  he  could 
not  avoid  embracing  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  dating  didinCtlv  the  bud- 
nefs  of  the  office  which  was  now 
under  difcuffion,  and  fubmittinv  it 

7  <T> 

to  any  reafonable  man’s  opinion, 
whether  it  was  not  more  than 
would  be  proper  to  commit  to  any 
individual,  whatever  might  be  his 
talents  or  his  affiduity?  The  in- 
creafe  of  employment  arifino-  out 
of  the  war,  the  new  and  ftrange 
fcenes  which  had  been  a  died  in  va¬ 
rious  paits  of  the  country,  the 
frantic  and  dangerous  dedgns 
which  had  been  profecuted  with 
fuch  perfeveranee,  to  difturb  the 
public  tranquillity,  and  overthrow 
our  happy  constitution,  had  re¬ 
quired  an  additional  portion  of  vi¬ 
gilance,  and  additional  means  of 
carrying  on  the  affairs  of  date 
with  undivided  attention. 

The  only  quedion,  however,  for 
the  deliberation  of  the  houfe  was, 
whether  he  was  a  third  fecretary  of 
date  in  the  terms  of  the  a, ft  ?  and 
in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Tierney’s  argu¬ 
ments,  he  fliould  boldly  date  the 
fact. 

In  the  year  1791,  Mr.  Dundas 
faid,  he  received  the  feals  of  the 
home  department  from  his  ma- 
jedy,  and  at  the  fame  time  was 
cultodier  of  thofe  which  had  be¬ 
longed  to  lord  George  Germaine, 
A  new  arrangement  having  taken 
place,  he  carried  the  feals  of  which 
he  had  been  the  cudodier  to  his 
majedv,  who  delivered  them  to  the 
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duke  of  Portland.  He  was  then 
ordered  by  hts  majefty  to  continue 
the  military  correfpondence ,  and  to 
conduft  the  biifinefs  of  fecretary 
of  {fate  fo  far  as  related  to  that  ob¬ 
ject.  How,  then,  could  he  be  con- 
fidered  as  third  fecretary  of  (fate  ? 
If  two  known  and  eftablifhed  fe- 
cretaries  exifted,  and  another  was 
added,  in  what  manner  could  it  be 
proved  that  the  perfon  who  dif- 
charyed  one  of  thefe  offices  was  ei- 
ther  a  new  or  a  third  fecretary, 
when  none  of  the  bufinels  which 
belonged  to  that  office  abolifhed  by 
Mr.  Burke’s  bill  was  attached  to 
the  office  which  he  held  ? — it  was 
an  employment  quite  diftindf  from 
that  which  the  biil  deemed  unne- 
ceflary,  and  was  pofterior  to  it. 
The  military  branch,  and  the  mat- 
ter s  connected  with  it,  were  car¬ 
ried  on  in  his  department;  but 
this  did  not  ferve  as  proof  that  he, 
who  performed  that  duty  before, 
ipult  be_  the  new  fecretary  now, 
or  that  he  came  under  the  incapa¬ 
cities  which  the  biil  enaifed.  lie 
received  no  new  patent  from  his 
majefty,  no  increafed  fa! ary  ;  the 
emoluments  were  neither  aug¬ 
mented  nor  diminifned,  they  re¬ 
mained  precisely  as  they  did  before 
the  new  arrangement  took  place. 
He  was  then,  and  continued  ftiil, 
one  of  the  principal  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  whiilf  there  were  three  to 
whom  this  character  belonged, 
without  its  being  at  all  fpecifted 
with  what  particular  department 
they  were  entrufted. 

But  the  fpirit  and  object  of  the 
bill  ought  alfo  to  be  confidered. 
It  was  intended  to  guard  againft 
the  increafe  of  public  offices  in  fo 
far  as  thofe  who  occupied  them 
were,  or  were  nor,  to  be  members 
of  the  houfe  :  bur,  becaufe  it  fuited 
the  ftate  of  the  civil  lift  at  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  it  was  palled,  did  it  fol¬ 


low  that  it  muff  be  applicable  flo 
the  prefent  times?  It  did  not  ena£i 
that  a  third  fecretary  fhould  not 
be  appointed  ;  but  that  hfc  fhould 
not  be  a  member  of  the  houfe. 
Before  any  change  took  place  he 
had  fat  in  it,  and  now  claimed  the 
right  both  on  his  own  account  and 
from  a  regard  for  the  privileges  of 
his  conftituents  to  exereife  his  le- 
giftative  capacity.  There  had  been 
no  change  in  his  filiation  fince 
1791;  but  the  duty  which  he  had 
performed  was  now  executed  by 
the  duke  of  Portlands  Upon  what 
ground,  then,  had  he  forfeited  his 
feat  ?  No  incapacity  arofe  from 
the  circumftances  to  which  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  houfe  was  called. 
The  queftion  had  been  agitated 
before  bv  an  honourable  friend  of 
his,  with  equal  capacity,  and  with 
no  lefts  {kill  than  Mr.  Tierney 
poftefted,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
houfe  had  been  pronounced  upon 
it.  He  would,  therefore,  add  no 
more  than  his  negative  upon  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  whether 
the  prefent  office  violated  the  let- 
ter  of  Mr.  Burke’s  bill,  or  not # 
the  fpirit  of  it  had  been  difre- 
garded;  its  objeftt  was  to  guard 
againft  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
and  to  fecure  the  independence  of 
parliament,  which,  by  the  proceed¬ 
ing  in  queftion# -would  be  defeated^ 

Mr.  Tierney  again  rofte,  and  la¬ 
mented  that  a  fubjedt  on  which  he 
might  have  expe&ed  that  the  crown 
lawyers  would  have  favoured  the 
houfe  with  their  lights;  and  that  a 
queftion,  which  turned  upon  the 
interpretation  of  an  a<ft  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  required  legal  knowledge* 
lhould  devolve  wholly  upon  him- 
felf.  Even  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  he  faid,  who 
was  not  backward  to  fpeak;  feemed 
to  decline.  He.  too  was  implicated 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


112 


in  bne  of  the  mod  wanton,  unne- 
ceffary,  infulting  jobs,  by  which  the 
country  had  ever  been  difgfaced. 
Mr.  Dundas  had  affirmed,  that  he 
was  not  third  fecretary  of  date,  be- 
caufe  he  was  fecretary  of  date  be¬ 
fore  !  If  it  were  true  that  he  had 
only  a  part  of  the  duty,  he  was,  in 
fa<ft,  no  more  than  an  officer  of  the 
duke  of  Portland,  and  difqualified 
equally  to  fit  in  parliament,  as  com¬ 
ing  under  the  exceptions  of  the  1 5th 
of  Geo.  II.  By  that  a<5t,  one  under 
fecretary  in  each  department,  and 
no  more,  was  allowed  to  fit  in  par¬ 
liament.  Mr.  Dundas  did  not  a<5t 
in  that  character  for  the  home  de¬ 
partment.  What  difference,  then, 
exifted  between  him  and  any  other 
erfon  out  of  the  duke’s  office  ? 
ut  the  fubjeCt  had  formally  been 
difcuffed:  now,  however,  circum- 
ftances  were  altered,  and  the  quef- 
tion  came  forward  in  a  different 
point  of  view.  Here  the  job,  which 
before  was  imperfectly  known,  is 
deteded;  it  was  not  then  known 
that  he  held  the  office  which  was 
now  didinguilhed  by  the  title  of  the 
war  department,  hitherto  uncreated. 
As  to  the  charge  of  holding  the 
third  office,  an  old  jeft  was  again 
Repeated ;  and  we  were  afked,  whe¬ 
ther  thofe  who  were  in,  or  he  who 
joined,  was  to  be  deemed  new  fecre¬ 
tary?  Doubtlefs  his  majedy  might 
divide  his  office  into  as  many  parts 
as  he  pleafed,  if  he  did  not  call  up¬ 
on  the  houfe  for  the  payment  of 
thofe  •  who  were  employed.  He 
could  make  placemen,  but  not 
members  of  parliament ;  nor  by 
extending  the  number  of  principal 
fecretari.es  increafe  that  of  under 
fecretaries,  qualified  to  fit  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  By  the  new 
arrangement,  two  members  were 
made.  It  was  affirmed,  indeed,  that 
lie  took  no  falary ;  but  others  in  his 
fituation  ffi  future  might  differ  from 
1798, 


him.  The  datute  of  queen  Anne, 
and  the  bill  of  Mr.  Burke,  created 
an  incapacity  :  no  matter  by  whdt 
motive  he  may  be  actuated,  the  in¬ 
capacity  is  legally  declared.  It  was 
again d  the  admiffion  of  the  princi¬ 
ple  (Mr.  Tierney  faid)  that  he  con¬ 
tended:  it  was  to  prove  what  was 
meant  by  the  conditutionj  to  en¬ 
force  obedience  to  the  laws,  that  he 
urged  the  queftioil;  Would  the 
people  be  fatisfied,  when  the  debate 
went  abroad,  with  the  juggle  with 
which  his  ferioUs  charge  had  been 
anfwered  ?  When  it  had  been 
proved  by  the  evidence  of  a  feleCt 
committee,  and  demondrated  by'  an 
a£t  of  parliament,  that  a  gentleman 
fat  in  that  houfe,  who  was  difquali¬ 
fied  by  law  ?  Would  it  content  them 
to  fay,  it  was  not  proved  whether 
he  were  fird,  lecond,  or  third  fecre¬ 
tary?  Would  it  convince  the  pub¬ 
lic,  that  the  office  had  not  been 
created  to  extend  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  and  to  corrupt  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  parliament  ?  At  a  mo¬ 
ment  fo  perilous  as  the  prefent,  it 
ought  to  be  their  bufinefs  not  to 
outrage,  but  conciliate  the  opinion 
of  the  people;  nor,  by  a  quibble,  to 
evade  the  execution  of  law.  As 
to  himfelf,  he  was  not  inclined  to 
aefpond;  he  believed  that  the  ener¬ 
gy  of  the  country  was  great,  and 
its  refources  extenfive:  but  they 
were  not  the  refources  of  abun¬ 
dance  :  they  could  only  be  called 
forth  by  a  houfe  of  commons  pof- 
feffing  the  confidence  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  If  that  houfe  evinced  by 
their  conduct  that  they  were  more 
difpofed  to  curry  favour  with  the 
king,  to  employ  a  vigour  beyond  the 
law  agahijl  the  people ,  and  lefs  than 
the  law  In  the  vindication  of  their 
rights ,  they  might,  indeed,  vote 
grants,  but  they  would  be  barren; 
impofe  taxes,  but  they  would  be 
unproductive.  It  was  only  by  en- 
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forcing  the  laws  equally  agairift 
high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  that 
we  ftiould  find  in  the  people  ener¬ 
gies  inexhauftible,  and  refources 
without  end. 

The  honourable  gentleman*  how¬ 
ever,  had  faid,  “prove  me  to  be 
third  fecretary  of  Hate  ;  I  went  with 
the  feals,  and  delivered  them  to  the 
duke  of  Portland.”  Thus  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  efcape  by  a  juggle* 
and  ffiowed  himfelf  and  his  grace 
fo  ciofe  together,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  difcover  which  had  the 
truft.  The  fads*  however,  were 
founded  on  no  quibble.  The  two 
departments  tor  home  and  foreign 
affairs  where  known.  Since  1794* 
there  had  been  a  fecretary  for  the 
war  department;  and  the  whole 
matter  was,  whether  Mr*  Dundas, 
or  the  duke  of  Portland  was  the 
new  fecretary ?  and  becaule  the 
duke  came  laid  into  office,  it  was  to 
be  inferred,  forfooth*  that  it  ,was  his 
grace* 

But  the  law  does  not  afk,  who  is 
the  officer  ?  it  looks  at  the  office  ** 
and  if  the  new  officer  be  found  in 
the  old  department,  and  the  former 
fecretary  in  an  office  unknown,  it 
cannot  be  difficult  to  decide  which 
of  them  was  to  be  held  as  the  ne<zo 
fecretary. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  the  office  of 
fecretary  of  Hate,  in  the  legal  fenfe, 
depended  upon  the  grant  and  deli¬ 
vering  of  the  feals ;  there  was  no 
limitation  of  their  numbers  ;  they 
had  varied  in  different  periods  of 
hiftory,  and  each  became  a  legal 
organ  to  counterfign  any  acft  of  Hate, 
and  was  placed  afterwards  in  that 
department  of  bufiriefs  which  his 
majefty,  in  his  wifdom,  thought  fit 
to  allot  him. 

The  language  of  the  report,  and 
that  of  the  clerks,  who  gave  their 
evidence  before  the  committee,  had 
no  reference-  whatever  to  the  real 


and  Jegal  definition  of  the  offices 
Mr*  Duildas  had  no  new  grant  fince 
the  year  1791.  He  had  now  thfe 
old  feals  and  the  old  grant.  Ac¬ 
cording,  then,  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
aft  of  the  6th  of  queen  Anne,  he 
had  not  forfeited  his  right  to  fit  in 
the  houfe ;  nor  would  it  be  eafy  td 
perfuade  them,  that  holding  the  old 
grant  and  the  old  feal  conftitute  a 
new  fecretary*  merely  becaufe  he 
happened  to  have  lefs  duty  novr  in 
the  office  than  in  the  year  1791; 
and  after  this  he  left  the  queftion 
to  be  decided  on  which  fide  the 
quibble  lay.  But  after  all,  what 
was  the  fpirit  of  Mr.  Burke’s  bill  ? 
It  was  not  a  bill  to  refirain  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  offices  generally ;  not  to 
prevent  his-majefty  even  from  hav¬ 
ing  a  third  fecretary  of  Hate  by 
name  ;  but  it  Hated,  that  if  a  third 
fecretary  be  added,  he  fhoiiid  not  fit 
in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Now 
who  was  the  perfon  who  was  the 
third  fecretary?  A  member  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  !  Gentlemen  might 
lay,  that  the  act  of  parliament  to 
which  he  alluded  was  palled  to 
prevent,  his  majefty’s  influence  be¬ 
ing  extended  in  the  council  of  the 
nation  ;  and  that  the  third  fecretary 
of  Hate  ought  to  have  no  feat  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  any  more  than  of 
commons:  to  which  he  replied,  that 
we  mu  ft  obferve  the  law  as  it  ivas9 
not  as  lome  people  thought  it  ought 
to  be. 

Mr.  Tierney  ftill  averted  he  was 
juftified  in  the  ftatement  he  had 
made  ;  and  if  his  language  had  ap¬ 
peared  harfti,  it  arofe  out  of  the 
fubjeeft.  He  had  called  it  a  job,  and 
he  thought  fo  ftill.  The  office  of 
fecretary  of  the  war  department  ex- 
ifted  lince  the  nth  of  July,  1794? 

and  the  difclofure  was  made  bv  the 

* 

committee  to  which  he  referred. 

Mr.  Burdon  role,  he  faid,  to  jufti- 
fy  the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
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bf  finance,  of  which  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber,  and  upon  which  Mr.  Tierney 
had  built  the  principal  arguments 
of  his  fpeech.  The  appointments 
under  difcuflion  were  viewed  by 
that  committee  only  in  the  general 
light  of  ftate  offices,  nor  was  there 
ever  any  thing  hinted  refpe&ing  a 
legal  view  of  the  fituations  in  which 
the  fecretaries  were  placed.  No¬ 
thing  could,  therefore,  be  deduced 
from  their  reports  to  difentangle  the 
litigated  point,  or  prove  that  a  new 
or  a  third  fecretary,  and  he  gave  his 
vote  againft  the  prefent  motion  on 
the  fame  principle  which  directed 
his  condudt  in  the  committee  of 
finance. 

Sir  William  Geary  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  it  was  evident,  from 
the  report  of  the  fecret  committee, 
that  there  exifled  three  appointments 
to  the  offices  of  fecretary  of  ftate ; 
and  that  thefe  appointments  were 
acknowledged  under  the  abfolute 
fignatu.re  of  the  perfons  who  held 
them.  At  the  head  of  the  war  de¬ 
partment  appeared  Mr.  Dundas ; 
and  if  he  appeared  in  this  new  de¬ 
partment  he  muft  naturally  be  re¬ 
garded  as  the  new  fecretary  :  now 
he  did  prefide  in  this  new  office, 
and,  confequently,  in  point  of  fact 
and  common  fenle,  he  muft  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  new  fecretary  of  ftate. 
As  to  the  tranfaCIion  being  deno¬ 
minated  a  job,  it  was  not  a  queftion 
now  before  the  houfe,  though  he 
would  not  hefitate  to  ftyle  it  fuch 
if  the  place  was  proved  to  be  tinne- 
ceflary.  In  this  light  he  viewed 
the  matter,  and  his  confcience 
directed  him  to  vote  againft  the 
motion. 

Sir  William  Young  faid,  that  a 
parallel  cafe  to  this  under  difcuflion 
had  taken  place  with  regard  to  a 
noble  friend  of  his,  who  had  pa  fled 
from  the  home  to  the  foreign  de¬ 
partment,  When  that  noble  lord 


had  been  removed  from  one  office  of 
fecretary  of  ftate  to  another,  there 
certainly  was  no  idea  that  this  change 
ftiould  be  regarded  as  a  creation  of 
a  new  office.  In  like  manner  Mr. 
Dundas  had  been  removed,  but  this 
was  not  to  be  confidered  as  fuch. 
He,  therefore,  fhould  oppofe  the 
motion. 

The  houfe  divided — Ayes  8,  noes 
139.  . 

With  the  debate  which  has  juft 
been  concluded  we  fhail  clafs  ano¬ 
ther  of  a  fimilar,  but  of  a  more  ge¬ 
neral  and  extenfive  nature  -  a  mo¬ 
tion  which  was  made  in  the  houfe 
of  lords  for  the  diftniflion.  of  the 
whole  of  the  miaiftry.  On  the  22d 
of  March,  the  duke  of  Bedford 
rofe,  and  addrefled  the  houfe  to  the 
folio  win  e  effect : 

It  would  not,  he  faid,  require 
much  argument  to  prove  that  the 
prefent  minifters  had  been  fupport- 
ed  in  their  career  by  the  implicit 
confidence  of  the  houfe  :  they  had 
been  uncontrolled  by  their  inter¬ 
ference,  thev  had  been  ftrengthened 
by  their  concurrence,  nor  had  they, 
at  any  time,  been  thwarted  by  an 
opposition  from  any  quarter  which 
could  obftruft  their  purfuit  of  the 
contradictory  fyftem  on  which  they 
acted,  or  impede  its  ultimate  fuc- 
cefs.  If  minifters,  then,  having 
been  invefted  with  the  extraordina¬ 
ry  powers  which  they  poflefled,  and 
enjoying  the  unlimited  confidence 
repoled  in  them  by  parliament 
from  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  notwithftanding  all  the  means 
with  which  they  were  entrufted, 
had,  by  their  incapacity  and  mis¬ 
conduct,  reduced  the  country  to 
the  calamitous  ftate  in  which  it  was 
at  prefent,  their  diftniflion  was  the 
only  remedy  for  our  diftreft. 

Without  entering  into  the  caufea 
of  the  war,  his  grace  begged  to  re¬ 
mind  the  houfe,  that,  prior  to  its 
H  z  com- 
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commencement,  minifters  had  been 

charged  with  purfuing  a  line  of 

conduct  which  infallibly  tnuft  lead 

* 

to  hoftilities;  and  fo  it  had  proved. 
But  his  with  was  to  remove,  not 
criminate  them,  as  the  fituation  of 
the  times  rendered  fuch  a  meafure  but 
a  fecondarv  confideration  ;  and  the 
fubjedt  would  be  better  fuited  to  a 
moment  of  tranquillity,  when  the  ab- 
fence  of  danger  would  enable  them 
more  coolly  to  enter  into  the  in- 
veftigation  of  guilt.  It  was  from  a 
conviction  that  our  only  chance  of 
fafety  depended  on  their  removal, 
that  he  now  earneftly  called  upon 
their  lordfhips  to  fupport  the  mo¬ 
tion;  not  doubting  but,  if  he  could 
authenticate  his  ftatement,  they 
would  feel  themfelves  compelled, 
by  a  fenfe  of  duty,  to  vote  in  its 
favour. 

With  whatever  fentiments  minif- 
ters  had  been  fuppofed  to  contem¬ 
plate  an  approaching  war,  it  rmift 
be  recollected  that  its  declaration, 
on  the  part  of  the  French*  excited 
their  molt  lively  joy.  They  con¬ 
cealed  not  their  fatisfaCtlon,  that  the 
French  had  furnifhed  a  pretext  for 
it ;  and  the  war  was  not  confidered 
as  a  matter  of  melancholy  and  re¬ 
gret,  but  of  triumph  and  exultation. 
Thofe  perfons,  however,  who 
thought  a  rupture  with  France 
fhould  be  prevented,  left'  no  effort 
untried  to  put  an  end  to  the  evils 
in  which  we  .were  involved,  and  to 
retard  their  progrefs.  JKemon- 
Itrances  were  made  againft  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  miniflry.  Parliament 
was  called  upon  to  declare,  that  this 
country  would  not  interfere  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  France;  and  when 
the  hollile  views  of  minifters  were 
lefs  difguifed,  entreated  to  enter  in¬ 
to  no  alliances  with  foreign  powers, 
which  would  form  an  obftacle  to 
peace,  and  embarrafs  its  attain¬ 
ment. 


To  thefe  remonftrances  ho  a'K* 
Avers  were  given.  Parliament  af¬ 
terwards  declared,  that  if  Great 
Britain  engaged  in  a  war,  it  fhould 
merely  be  defenfive,  and  entered 
upon  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  pro- 
testing  and  fulfilling  our  treaties 
with  our  allies,  and  checking  any 
views  of  agrandifement  which  the 
French  might  have  entertained,  at 
the  expenfe  of  other  powers.  To 
this  no  anfwer  was  made  ;  but 
that,  fince  we  were  embarked  in 
the  conteft,  England  could  only  be 
fafe  by  weakening  France.  Again, 
to  remove  all  mifunderftanding  of 
the  objects  and  the  views  entertain® 
ed  in  the  profecution  of  the  war, 
parliament  was  required  to  teftify, 
that  the  war  was  undertaken,  not 
for  the  purpofes  of  agrandifement, 
but  on  the  mod  benevolent  princi¬ 
ples  of  general  intereft.  When  the 
French  were  defeated,  and  reduced 
within  their  own  territories,  minif¬ 
ters  affirmed,  that  this  was  not  the 
moment  to  come  forward  with  of¬ 
fers  of  peace.  When  they  were 
fuccefsful,  it  was  laid,  that  wc 
ought  to  perfevere,  till  their  exifting 
government  was  replaced  by  a  bet¬ 
ter  fyftem;  aad  that  their  profperity 
was  not  the  time  for  our  reconcilia¬ 
tion.  Such  was  the  language  with 
which  every  attempt  to  oppole  the 
progrefs  of  bloodflied  was  refilled  ! 
Miniilers,  indeed,  had  not  then  de¬ 
veloped  all  fheir  fchemes,  and  a- 
vowed  all  their  objects.  They 
wifhed  not  to  alarm  the  country 
with  too  extenfive  a  plan  of  war¬ 
fare,  left  we  fhould  have  been  di¬ 
verted  from  its  profecution,  and 
inclined  to  peace.  At  this  period, 
the  debt  incurred  was  feven  mil¬ 
lions;  with  an  added  annual  charge 
upon  the  country  of  no  more  than 
250,000!. 

The  next  feffion  of  parliament 
opened  with  a  fpeech  from  the 
.  throne* 
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throne,  in  which  minifters  (for  the 
fpeech  was  ever  to  be  confidered 
that  of  the  minifter)  expreffed  a 
different  language.  We  then  were 
told,  that  we  were  engaged  in  the 
conteft,  not  merely  for  the  defence 
of  our  allies,  and  the  repelling  ag- 
greffion,  but  to  refift  the  progrefs 
of  anarchy,  impiety,  and  irreligion, 
and  that  it  was  impoflible  to  talk  of 
peace  till  the  monarchy  of  France 
was  reftored.  Now  it  was  that  the 
tnoft  abfurd  plans  were  devifed, 
and  rhe  mod  frantic  proje&s  con¬ 
ceived  ;  and  in  the  pride  of  mo¬ 
mentary  fuccefs,  minifters  hoped 
to  rival  the  proudeft  of  their  pre- 
deceffors  in  the  proudeft  days  Eng¬ 
land  had  ever  feen.  Infatuated 
men!  they  imagined  that  temples  and 
trophies  would  be  eretfted  upon  the 
mutilated  carcafes  of  their  enemies. 

In  thefe  wild  and  vifionarv  ex- 
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pe<ftations  they  were  difappointed  ; 
but  in  their  deftru&ive  career  they' 
were  fupported  by  this  houfe  j  In¬ 
flamed  with  indignation  (continued 
his  grace)  you  too  became  unjuft, 
and,  as  a  learned  prelate  has  recently 
obferved,  “  affumed  the  right  of 
that  vengeance  which  belongeth 
not  to  man,  but  to  the  Deity 
alone.”  A  few  indeed  there  were, 
unblinded  by  this  miftaken  zeal ;  a 
few  unawed  by  clamour,  undaunted 
by  prejudice  and  undifturbed  by 
calumny,  who,  as  ardent  friends 
to  their  country,  oppofed  the  mi¬ 
nifter.  ThCv  contended,  that  if  our 
views  were  directed  to  the  conqueft 
of  France,  they  were  chimerical;  if 
meant  to  fow  diftention  amongft 
them,  vain :  for  thqy  only  confirmed 
the  power  and  ftrengthened  the 
hands  of  the  exifting  rulers.  At 
the  clofe  of  the  feffion  the  fame 
efforts  were  renewed,  but  without 
effeft.  Refolutions  were  formed 
in  the  other  houfe,  to  afcertain  pre- 
pi  fely  the  real  object  of  the  war; 
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mi nifters  contended  that  it  was  im¬ 
politic  to  ftate  their  reafons  at  fuch 
a  moment,  and  alked,  whether  we 
were  to  treat,  in  the  hour  of  viftory 
with  jacobins?  with  men  who  had 
embrued  their  hands  in  the  blood 
of  their  fovereign,  who  called  our 
king  a  tyrant,  and  our  parliament 
ufurpers !  44  No  !  let  us  die  with 
arms  in  our  hands !”  vt>as  their  boaft- 
fu'l  cry — 44  Never  can  we  treat 
with  jacobins !”  But  did  they  per- 
fevere  in  this  high  tone  ?  did  they 

difcover  a  firmnefs  in  adverfitv  cor- 
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refponding  to  their  prefumption  in 
fuccefs  ?  Look  at  their  conduct  the 
enfuing  year,  and  fee  how  thefe 
pretenfions  were  jultified.  The 
feffions  ciofed ;  and  if  peace  had 
then  been  obtained,  we  fhould  not 
have  experienced  the  financial  diffi¬ 
culties  under  which  we  fince  had 
laboured,  nor  have  to  dread  the  dan¬ 
ger  which  impended. 

Next  feffion  the  fentiments  of 
the  people  had  undergone  a  con- 
liderabie  change.  The  profpedts 
held  out  to  them  had  been  difap¬ 
pointed,  the  appearance  of  a  war 
of  extermination  now  threatened 
them,  when  it  was  doubtful  which 
party  would  be  its  vidtim.  When 
the  French  were  to  be  the  objects, 
the  idea  was  agreeable;  but  when 
it  turned  again#  ourfelves,its  afpedt 
changed.  -Not  merely  out  of  doors, 
but  in  parliament  itfelf  this  altera¬ 
tion  had  taken  place.  It  was  ne- 
ceffary  t  herefore  to  life  lb  me  ma¬ 
nagement  with  thole  with  whom  it 
was  not  popular.  The  diftratfhon 
of  the  French  republic  ;  the  dilor- 
der  and  approaching  ruin  of  her 
finances  ;  the  caufe  of  religion  and 
focial  order,  were  infilled  upon. 
Still,  ho'wever,  the  defire  of  peace 
gained  ground. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons,  thofe 
who  had  uniformly  exerted  them- 
felves  for  its  reftoration  made  new 
H  3  attempts 
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attempts  to  pave  the  way  for  that 
object.  Upon  this  occafion  mini- 
fters  moved  an  amendment,  in 
which  it  was  faid  that  we  were  de¬ 
termined  to  perfevere  in  the  con- 
teft  till  fuch  a  government  was 
eftablifhed  in  France  as  might  be 
able  to  maintain  the  accuftomed 
relations  of  peace  and  amity.  Not 
a  word  was  added  to  explain  when 
fuch  a  government  was  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  or  in  what  it  would  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  confift.  It  was  affirmed 
by  the  friends  of  peace,  that  it  was 
neceffiary  to  abandon  that  fvftem 
which  led  to  extermination,  and  to 
treat  at  a  period  when,  if  unfuc- 
cefsful,  we  fhould  be  able  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  war  with  vigour^  To  this 
it  was  anfwered,  Would  we  throw 
our  country  at  the  feet  of  France, 
and  recognife  their  fuperiority  ? 
No — it  was  replied  ;  but  we  had 
reafon  to  diftruft  the  capacity  of 
thofe  who  had  involved  us  in  our 
prefent  difficulties.  Minifters,  how¬ 
ever,  continued  to  exclaim,  Would 
we  treat  with  the  republic?  would 
we  acknowledge  that  our  king  and 
parliament  were  unfit  to  govern  us? 
would  we  furrender  our  Weft-India 
iGands  and  our  commercial  ad¬ 
vantages  ?  They  told  us  alfo,  that 
the  finances  of  the  enemy  were  ex- 
haufted,  and  he  was  incapable  of 
maintaining  the  conteft.  Amidft 
all  thefe  topics,  however,  their 
lofty  tone  was  foftened  ;  they  no 
longer  faid,  they  were  fighting  to 
reftore  the  ancient  government  of 
France :  their  fpirit  funk  as  their 
difficulties  increafed,  their  con- 
ceffions  advanced  in  proportion  as 
their embarraffiments  thickened ;  but 
it  was  no  advantage  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  it  only  produced  difgrace,  with¬ 
out  promoting  conciliation. 

In  the  next  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  France  was  declared  to  have 
come  to  a  crifis  which  might  lead 


to  peace.  Many  doubted  the  pro* 
priety  of  the  Heps  taken  to  effect 
it ;  many  fufpefted  they  were  not 
fincere;  fome  advances  to  negotia¬ 
tion,  however,  were  made  by  Mr. 
Wickham  to  Barthelemi,the  French 
envoy  at  Bafle.  The  liiccefis  of 
that  application  was  well  known, 
and  its  object  was  ftrongly  fufpedt- 
ea  to  have  been  merely  to  fatisfjr 
the  prevailing  inclination  of  the 
people,  The  condudt  of  lord 
Malmefbury,  in  the  firft  iiiftance, 
proved  alfo,  that  if  minifters  were 
fincere,  they  muft  have  been  the 
moft  incapable  adminiftration  that 
ever  exifted.  A  minifter  was  fent 
with  power  to  conclude,  and  not 
to  treat,  except  for  the  emperor  ; 
and  that  was  without  his  authority  ! 
Vain  attempts  had  been  made  to 
obtain  thofe  documents  and  papers, 
without  which  it  was  impoffible  to 
develope  the  true  ftate  of  fome  very 
important  points  in  the  negotia¬ 
tion  ;  and  his  grace  confefted,  that 
he  was  not  able  to  form  a  correct 
opinion  upon  the  fubjebt.  But  as 
thofe  documents  were  refufed,  he 
concluded  that  they  contained  no¬ 
thing  which  could  juftify  minifters 
in  the  demands  of  Belgium  as  a  fine 
qua  non.  Notwithftanding  the  pre¬ 
tences  upon  which  the  war  was  faid 
to  be  undertaken  (as  to  give  pro- 
tedtion  to  the  oppreffied,  to  check 
the  career  of  ambition,  and  to  de¬ 
fend  property),  wfiat  were  the 
terms  on  wffiich  we  propofed  to 
conclude  a  peace?  All  the  greater 
powers  were  to  be  benefited  at  the 
expenfe  of  the  fmaller.  Whiift 
Poland  was  allowed  to  be  divided 
without  a  remonftrance,  fchemes 
of  partition  were  devifed  by  thofe 
who  pretended  to  interfere  for  the 
advantage  of  the  weak,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  all  parties.  France  was  to 
have  retained  fome  of  her  con¬ 
quers,  the  emperor  to  have  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  compenfation  for  his  Ioffes, 
and  Great  Britain  to  have  »aken 
the  Dutch  fettlements  in  the  eall. 
Upon  this  occadon  (as  a  fine  qua 
non)  Belgium  was  not  to  have  re¬ 
mained  with  France.  Lord  Malmef- 
bury’s  fir  ft  negotiation  was  broken 
oft  upon  this  point,  though  it  was 
the  opinion  of  many  (well  calculated 
to  judge  of  it)  that  it  ought  to  have 
been  ceded  as  the  means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  peace. 

This  furrender  would  have  been 
yet  more  neceffary  had  it  been 
known  that  the  bank  was  in  danger 
of  flopping  payment;  and  what 
muff  have  been  the  capacity  of 
thofe  mi  Differs,  who,  being  warned 
of  the  confequences,  perfifted  in 
the  meafures ! 

The  duke  proceeded  to  point  out 
the  difference  of  our  filiation  now, 
and  five  years  ago  ;  the  country 
was  obliged  to  pay  interefl  for  a 
debt  of  160  millions,  the  moil  enor¬ 
mous  that  ever  was  incurred  in 
any  war.  This  was  the  fum 
which  it  was  thought  neceffary  to 
expend  for  the  definition  of  jaco¬ 
bins  !  And,  after  all,  the  jacobin 
rulers  flili  exifted  in  France,  and 
poffeffed  more  honour  than  ever 
they  did !  Notwithflanding  this 
debt,  another  was  to  be  contradled  : 
and  an  additional  charge  of  nine 
millions  and  a  half  annually  was  to 
belaid  on  this  country.  A  greater 
burden  than  what  the  whole  interefl 
of  the  loan  amounted  to  at  the  end 
of  the  American  war  !  Could  no 
blame  attach  to  the  men  who  had 
fquandered  fo  profufely  the  re- 
fources  of  the  nation  without  fruit 
or  advantage  ? 

The  war  began  in  conjunction 
with  the  greateft  confederacy  ever 
known  in  Europe,  and  we  were  now 
without  a  fingle  ally  but  Portugal  ! 
we  were  reduced  to  a  Bate  of  inert 
(elf  defence  5  we  had  ho  profpect 


to  cheer  our  gloom,  or  compenfate 
for  our  facrifices ;  and  our  exertions 
Under  the  prefent  mini  dry  were  as 
hopelefs  as  they  were  incalculable. 
Whjlft  this  was  our  outward  filia¬ 
tion,  there  was  nothing  in  our  in¬ 
ternal  date  to  afford  us  confolation  : 
whilfl  our  burdens  increafed  our 
privileges  had  been  abridged  ;  we 
now  were  living  under  laws  which 
were  hodile  to  the  bed  principles 
our  a  nee  dors  had  laboured  to  efta- 
blifli.  But  there  was  another  topic 
which  this  review  fuggeded  ;  this 
was  the  affairs  of  Ireland  :  did  not 
the  minidrv  of  this  country,  bv  the 
fydem  which  they  purfued,  alienate 
the  affeidions  of  the  fider  kingdom  ? 
His  grace  declared,  that  if  he  were 
to  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  a- 
trocities  committed  in  Ireland,  the 
piedure  would  appal  the  fronted; 
hearts.  What  could  be  expeeded, 
indeed,  if  men,  kept  in  dried  difei- 
pline,  were  all  at  once- allowed  to 
give  loofe  to  their  fury  and  their 
padions  ?  Yet  it  was  not  to  the  mi¬ 
litary  to  whom  he  would  impute  the 
blame,  but  to  thofe  by  whom  their 
exceffes  had  been  permitted  and  en¬ 
couraged.  Certain  it  was  that  two 
didimd  and  oppofite  orders  had  been 
itTued  forth  for  regulating  the  con- 
du<d  of  the  military:  one  by  which 
they  were  redrained  from  aiding 
without  the  magidraev,  and  the 
other  by  which  they  were  allowed 
to  a£i  *; without  them.  Thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings  we;e  famdioned  by  go¬ 
vernment,  and  what  would  be  the 
confequences  ?  the  lofs  of  Ireland  ! 
A  reform  in  parliament  was  abfo- 
lu tely  neceffary  to  check  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown,  and  the  power 
of  the  aridocracy  :  to  check  that 
enormous  influence  which  the  mi- 
nider  had  derived  by  the  creation 
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of  peers,  when  peers  were  fent  into 
the  boufe  by  dozens. 

(The  duke  was  here  called  to 
H  4  order 
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order  by  lord  Fauconberg,  who 
f;aid  he  had  never  heard  fuch  lan¬ 
guage  ppured  forth  in  that  houfe 
•upon  the  members  of  it.)  His  grace 
affirmed  that  he  had  uttered  nothing 
injurious  to  the  characters  of  thofe 
elevated  to  th,e  peerage  :  they  were 
men  of  talents,  of  confideration,  and 
of  property  ;  but  if  all  men  of  this 
description,  or  rather,  of  great 
landed  property,  were  feledled  bv 
the  minifier  out  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  fent  up  to  that 
houfe,  the  independence  of  the 
commons  muff  ultimately  be  affect- 
ed.  If  no  country  gentlemen  of 
wealth  and  confideration  remained, 
the  minifier  would  acquire  the 
command  of  every  eledion,  efpe- 
cially  fupported  as  they  were  by  all 
the  influence  which  the  overgrown 
revenue  of  this  country  muft  every¬ 
where  place  in  his  hands. 

His  grace  next  took  notice  of  the 
calumnies  which  were  caft  upon  all 
who  oppofed  the  meafures  of  ad- 
rpiniftration.  They  had  been  ac- 
cufed  of  inflaming  the  minds  of 
the  people,  of  being  hoftile  to  the 
conftitution  \  nay,  he  himfelf  had 
been  charged  with  rejoicing  in  the 
fucceffes  of  the  French  againft  this 
country  !  Fie  could  not  help  confi- 
dering  it  as  a  disadvantage  to  hold 
out  to  the  enemy,  that  on  landing 
here  they  would  find  fupporters  ; 
but  in  cafe  of  invafion,  who  would 
be'  the  nien  from  whom  the  di- 
redorv  might  hope  affiftance ?  from 
thofe  mean  fvcophants  of  power, 
who  readily  and  fer vilely  followed 
every  change,  who  had  been  the 
creatures  of  every  one  in  authority, 
and  whole  loyalty  depended  on  the 
times  1  Every  Englishman  well 
knew,  that  if  the  French  fucceeded, 
we  fit  on  id  be  the  mod  degraded 
(laves  that  ever  exifted  5  and  no  rea¬ 
sonable  perlon  would  believe  that 
the  oppoftrs  of  faulty  mufflers 


would  be  the  abettors  of  the  French. 
His  grace  folemnly  avowed,  that 
for  his  own  part,  though  he  never 
would  contribute  to  keep  the  pre¬ 
sent  miniflers  in  their  places,  he 
would  exert  every  effort  to  .repel 
invaders  from  our  coafts.  He  would 
wait  for  his  fovereign’s  command 
to  take  arms  in  defence  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  in  the  foremoft  polls  of 
danger  prove  his  loyalty  ;  iufpend- 
ing  ail  difference  of  opinion  till  the 
attack  was  ended  ;  but  if  he  return¬ 
ed  fafe,  he  fliould  return  with  the 
fame  abhorrence  and  deteftation  of 
the  minifter’s  condudl,  and  vow 
eternal  enmity  to  his  fy  ftem — and,, 
if  ever  he  contra  died  any  alliance 
with  any  adminiftration  upon  any 
other  bafis  than  that  he  had  de¬ 
scribed, 'or  joined  any  fet  of  men 
upon  public  principles  different 
from  thofe  he  had  profefled,  he 
wifhed  the  juft  indignation  of  his 
country  to  purfue  him,  and  the  bit- 
tereft  execrations  of  mankind  to  be 
his  portion.  As  the  duke  was 
much  exhaufted  with  fpeak’mg  fo 
long,  and  the  addrefs  was  copious, 
his  grace  was  difpenfed  with  read¬ 
ing  it,  and  it.  was  read  by  the  lord 
chancellor: 

The  following  is  anabftradl  of  the 
addrefs  : — <u  That  it  be  humbly  re-r 
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prefented  tp  his  majefty,  that  after 
all  the  advantages  his  miniflers  had 
received  from  parliament,  as  their 
fupport,  their  confidence,  apd  the 
revenue  of  thefe  kingdoms,  Great 
Britain  had  been  expofed  to  all 
thofe  dangers  which  it  was  alleged 
could  only  be  prevented  by  refill¬ 
ing  the  power  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and,  after  an  unavailing 
expenfe  of  blood  and  trealure,  it 
was  now  the  petition  of  the  houfe 
to  compel  the  miniflers  to  open  a 
negotiation  lor  peace,  with  a  total 
dereliction  of  the  principles  on 
which  they  had  hitherto  adled. 

“  That 

»  V-  - 
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4i  That  our  fituation  was  too  criti¬ 
cal  to  admit  of  further  trial  ,  of 
councils,  which  had  failed:  or  the 
fame  perfons  in  office,  who, notwith- 
ftanding  the  heavy  charges  brought 
againft  tffi-m,  retained  their  placed 
by  their  policy,  to  the  great  danger 
of  our  country,  our  confutation, 
and  our  liberties.  Our  privileges 
had  been  violated,  our  fecurities 
deflroyed,  the  connexion  with  our 
filler  kingdom  threatened  with  dif- 
folution,  and  all  the  foundations  of 
our  importance  in  Europe  rendered 
precarious  and  uncertain.  To  ex¬ 
tricate  us  from  fuch  difficulties  re¬ 
quired  much  fortitude  and  wifdom  ; 
^nd  as  we  could  not  look  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  prefent  advifers  for  thefe 
qualities,  neither  could  we  expeft  a 
fuccefsful  prolecution  of  the  war, 
or  a  fecure  and  equitable  peace. 

“The  reprefentation  therefore  was 
Submitted,  trulfing,  that  his  majefly 
would  fee,  as  his  fubje£tsdid,  the  ur¬ 
gent  neceffity  ofemployingotherper- 
fons,  and  adopting  other  councils. ” 

Lord  Boringdon  faid,  that  the 
propofition  was  of  a  moft  plain  and 
dimple  nature;  at  the  fame  time  it 
was  of  the  utmoft  importance  ;  for 
upon  their  lordfhips’  rejection  or 
adoption  of  it,  depended,  in  his 
opinion,  the  independence  of  the 
country,  and  the  exiftence  of  the 
conftitution. 

The  duke,  he  faid,  in  all  his  ob- 
fervatious  upon  our  prefent  fitua¬ 
tion,  had  wholly  abftained  from 
fpeaking  of  it,  with  refpedt  to  the 
other  powers  of  Europe.  He  had 
made  no  comparifon  between 
them  and  us,  and  had,  confequently, 
given  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  our 
•feai  ft  ate,  eftimated,  as  it  had  always 
been,  by  the  confederation  oh  its 
relation  to  others.  The  impreffion 
srifing  from  fuch  a  difcuffion  muff 
have  been,  contentment  and  exul- 
fraaon  at  our  own  fuperiority,  at 


the  unrivalled  bleftings  we  enjoyed, 
at  the  dignified  ftation  in  which  we 
were  held  by  all  who  looked  with 
horror  to  the  dominion  of  foreign 
tyranny,  and  to  whom  religion, 
liberty,  and  law,  were  ft  ill  obje&s 
of  veneration  and  love.  Had  the 
fituation  of  the  Batavian  republic, 
of  the  Spanifh  monarchy,  or  of  the 
neutral  maritime  powers,been  Hated ; 
had  his  prace  talked  of  the  Iran- 
quillity  of  Italy  or  Switzerland  ;  or 
had  he  expatiated  on  the  happinefs 
enjoyed  even  in  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  the  effedt  mull:  have  been  the 
railing  the  opinion  of  the  houfe  of 
thofe  minifters,  who,  amid  fuch  a 
general  wreck  of  empire,  had  pre- 
ferved  this  country  in  a  Hate  of 
profperity  and  vigour  which  in  no 
former  period  had  been  exceeded. 
If  fuch  a  fum  as  164  millions  had 
been  added  to  the  public  debt,  with 
all  thofe  other  calamities  fo  elo¬ 
quently,  and,  he  mu  ft  fay,  fo  care¬ 
fully ,  enumerated  in  a  time  of  tran¬ 
quillity,  the  minifters  might  be 
confidered  as  weak  and  wicked  ; 
but  the  contrary  was  the  faff  :  that 
debt  and  thofe  calamities  had  been 
the  confequences  of  a  war  which 
had  defolated  Europe,  and  were 
light  when  balanced  with  thofe  of 
other  nations.  The  reftoration  of 
monarchy  in  France  had  been  at  one 
time  regarded  as  a  mean  of  peace, 
but  he  would  ever  denv  that  it  had 
been  the  objedt  of  the  war.  In  taking 
advantage  of  the  royalift  party,  we 
had  adled  according  to  juft  and  found 
policy  of  the  time,  and  according  to 
the  general  practice  of  civilifed  na¬ 
tions.  In  all  the  wars  in  Europe, 
during  the  prefent  century,  the  fame 
conduct  It  ad  been  purfued.  Louis 
the  XIVth,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
England  and  Auftria  on  the  other, 
took  pains  to  inlfuence  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  and  fecure  their  co-opera¬ 
tion  in  what  was  commonly  called 
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the  fuccefTion  -  war.  The  fame 
principle  occurred  with  regard  to 
the  powers  which  lupported  the 
interefts  of  CharlesVII.  and  Francis 
the  Firft,  as  emperor  of  Germany  ; 
nor  were  the  repeated  fuccours  af¬ 
forded  by  France  to  James  II.  and 
his  fucceffors,  againft  England,  con- 
fidered  as  contrary  to  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions.  Be  this  however  as  it  might, 
he  had  authority  for  faying,  that  the 
reftoration  of  monarchy  was  not 
our  object  in  the  prefent  cafe. 
Tallien  addrefled  a  public  paper  to 
the  French  nation,  affirming,  “that 
it  was  againft  France,  and  not 
again!!  their  republic,  that  England 
was  fighting  ;  and  that  if  France  was 
to  declare  for  a  monarchy,  England 
would  fupport  the  republic.”  This 
was  intelligible  language,  and  could 
be  fuppofed  to  mean  nothing  more 
or  lefs  than  that  it  was  not  againft 
any  form  of  government  in  France, 
but  againft  her  gigantic  and  ambi¬ 
tious  projefts  that  England  would 
oppofe  herfelf. 

Upon  another  fubjetft  his  lord- 
fhip  faid,  he  was  forry  to  perceive 
the  duke  /had  not  obferved  that 
ftrift  delicacy  which  it  demanded  ; 
namely,  the  fituation  of  Ireland. 
Could  anv  fyftem  of  conciliation 
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produce  the  eifeft  of  tranquillifing 
men  who  had  avowed  their  deter¬ 
mination  to  hear  of  nothing  but 
what  came  from  tbemfelves  ?  He 
was  much  furprifed  alfo  to  hear  his 
grace  defcant  on  the  numberlefs 
atrocities  committed  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  in  Ireland,  and  at  the  belief 
with  which  fuch  accounts  were 
received  by  this  country. 

Lord  Moira  had,  a  few  months 
ago,  brought  forward  this  fubjetft, 
and  had  been  affiduous  in  colledl- 
ing  the  inftances  he  adduced  :  but 
it  had  been  proved  lince,  that  he  had 
been  extremely  miftaken  in  fomeof 
the  principal  cafes  which  he  had 


laid  before  the  houfe.  No  one,  his 
lordfhip  faid,  could  be  more  friends 
ly  to  plans  of  conciliation  than 
himfelf;  but  he  thought,  if  the 
Irifh  legiflature  was  now  toadoptthe 
two  meafutes  which  were  compre¬ 
hended  under  the  term,  no  polfible 
good  could  refult  from  it. 

In  propofing  to  the  houfe  the  ad- 
drefs,  to  remove  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters,  it  was  calling  upon  their 
lordftiips  to  obliterate  their  former 
fervices,  to  forget  that  to  them  we 
were  indebted  for  the  advantageous 
commercial  treaty  with  France  in 
1788:  to  them  we  owed  the  im¬ 
provements  which  the  jurifprudence 
of  this  country  had  derived  from 
juries,  and  from  the  decifion  of  the 
queftion  refpeding  the  abatement 
of  impeachment  ;  the  admirable 
fvftem  of  finance  which  had  raifed 
the  funds  to  the  extraordinary  pitch 
at  which  they  had  arrived,  previous 
to  the  year  1793.  Nor  was  this 
all  ;  the  duke  had  called  for  their 
removal  at  a  period  when  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment,  even  for  a  week,  muft  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  moft  ferious  con- 
fequences  ;  at  a  time  when  a  con* 
fpiracy  exifted  againft  all  the  old 
governments  of  the  earth ;  when 
the  power  and  animofity  of  the  ene¬ 
my  were  increafed  ;  when  common 
fpoil  would  not  fatisfy  him  ;  when 
he  was  actually  at  our  gates ;  when 
his  language  was  clear  and  de¬ 
cided; 

iC  A<5him,”  inquit, 11  nihil  eft,  ni  Pcena 
indite  portas 

Frangiitfus,  et  medi&  vexilluin  pono 
fuburnV’ 

This  was  precilely  the  moment 
when  his  grace  had  recommended 
to  the  houfe  to  addrefs  the  king  to 
change  the  whole  executive  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country  !  But  what 
muft  be  the  effeft  of  fuch  a  change  ? 
The  Brltifti  conftitution  would  be 
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committed  to  men  whole  ideas  of 
parliamentary  reform  mult  necef- 
fariiy  weaken  our  means  of  na¬ 
tional  defence,  and  create  difunion 
throughout  every  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom. 

Their  lordfhips  were  totally  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  fyilem  on 
\vhich  this  new  government  would 
a£t ;  feveral  of  the  perfons,  molt 
likely  to  compofe  it,  had  virtually 
declared  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
be  no  longer  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people.  Would  they  conde- 
fcend  to  relume  their  feats  in  that 
affembly  ?  and  would  their  hrlf  a6ts 
be  propofed  to  the  conlideration  of 
parliament,  or  ufhered  into  the 
world  through  any  other  channel  ? 
In  fhort,  their  intentions  were  un¬ 
known,  or  how  far, in  their  deliring 
to  obtain  a  nominal  peace  with 
France,  they  might  humble  this 
country  at  its  feet,  or  be  carried  be¬ 
yond  their  own  plans  in  the  pro¬ 
secution  of  this  favourite  objedt — a 
radical  reform. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  here  rofe 
to  explain,  that  the  addrefs  could 
not  have  that  elfedf  :  he  had  diftindt- 
ly  (fated,  that  if  there  were  men  of 
integrity  and  talents  in  that  houfe, 
and  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  on 
the  removal  of  the  prefent  miniftry, 
they  might  procure  peace  with 
France,  and  conciliate  Ireland.  He 
had  not  faid,  that  if  the  prefent 
minifters  wese  difmilTed,  thy  muff 
neceffarily  be  fucceeded  by  others 
who  were  determined  on  a  radical 
reform  in  parliament. 

Lord  Holland  was  furprifed  that 
the  nobles  who  efpoufed  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifters  could  aifert,  that 
this  country  was  not  in  a  ftate  of 
Unprecedented  calamity :  the  rafh- 
nefs  of  the  prefent  adminiftration 
had  brought  us  into  the  war,  and 
their  incapacity  had  rendered  it  pe¬ 
culiarly  difaifrous. 


The  noble  Lord,  indeed,  had  ad¬ 
mitted  that  our  fituation  was  preg¬ 
nant  with  danger,  whilft  he  boafted 
of  the  dignified  ftate  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  If  then  we  were  ‘‘threatened 
with  a  confpiracy  if  the  enemy 
was  at  our  gates  ;  did  we  not  need 
the  affiftanee  of  men  of  abilities, 
fortitude,  and  vigour  ?  and  did  not 
our  fituation  require  the  houfe  to 
withdraw  its fupport from thofe  who 
exhibited  throughout  their  minifte- 
rial  office  a  total  infufficiency  to 
difcharge  it  properly  ? 

That  the  prefent  minifter  had 
great  talents  he  did  not  deny  ;  but 
they  were  talents  unfitted  for  the 
prefent  times. 

Non  tu!i  aaxilio,  ncc  defenforibus  iflis, 

Tempus  eget. 

Loftv  declamation  without  ener- 
* 

gy,  boafted  eloquence  without  vi¬ 
gour,  little  cunning  without  wiidom, 
feeble  efforts,  or  temporiling  expe¬ 
dients,  would  never  refcue  us  from 
the  impending  evils.  The  autho¬ 
rity  of  Tallien  was  adduced  to  prove 

that  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  in 
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France  was  not  our  objeH  ;  it  was 
not  the  republic,  but  theFrench  na¬ 
tion,  againft  which  we  waged  the 
war.  This  was  true  at  one  time, 
and  at  another  falfe,  as  it  happened 
to  Fait  the  views  of  minifters.  Mr. 
Burke  had  maintained,  that  with¬ 
out  a  monarchy  was  eftablifhed  in 
France,  there  was  no  fecuritv  in 
Europe  ;  and  whilft  he  was  urging 
the  neceffity  of  overturning  the  re¬ 
public,  minifters  thought  it  a  proper 
pretext  for  attacking  the  nation, 
and  thus  unhappily  contrived  to 
enlift  every  man  in  France,  whether 
republican  or  loyalift, againft  them. 
It  was  to  the  confuiion  of  thofe  two 
do£frines  we  owed  all  the  errors  and 
calamities  of  the  war,  imitating  and 
inflaming  thereby  all  the  French 
againft  this  country.  By  this  con¬ 
fufion  of  principle  and  duplicity  of 
.  .  conduct 


'BRITISH  AND 


conduct,  and  the  obvious  treachery 
of  their  views, did  the  allies  provoke, 
not  only  the  interefts,  but  the  va¬ 
nity  of  France  ;  for  every  indi¬ 
vidual  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  re¬ 
fill:  the  combination  of  princes, 
England,  as  had  been  dated,  was  at 
that  time  in  a  condition  of  unex¬ 
ampled  profperity  ;  yet  fiourifhing 
as  it  was,  found  it  impoffible  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  France  :  and 
might  we  not  prefume  that  fuch 
mifcarriages,  fo  uniformly  attend¬ 
ing  every  plan  of  minifters,  could 
only  be  owing  to  their  want  of  ca¬ 
pacity  as  ftatefmen  ? 

They  fet  out  with  a  confident 
promile  that  the  war  would  be  of 
ihort  duration:  it  had  turned  out 
otherwife  :  and  it  was  natural  for 
them  to  plead,  and  candid  for  us  to 
admit,  fo  far  they  were  in  error  : 
but  if  a  long  feries  of  adtion  was 
found  to  be  but  one  long  feries  of 
error;  if,  in  a  period  of  fix  years, 
changing  from  principle  to  princi¬ 
ple,  from  expedient  to  expedient, 
they  are  not  once  in  the  right,  were 
we  not  juftified  in  faying  they  were 
unfit  for  their  offices,  and  requeu¬ 
ing  their  difmiffion  ? 

But  this,  it  is  anfwered,  would 
be  ingratitude;  they  have  rendered 
fervices  to  the  country,  and  raif-. 
ed  its  finances  to  affluence.  But 
fhould  fuch  a  paltry  evafion  be 
deemed  a  juftification  for  their  hav¬ 
ing  deftroyed  the  finances  of  the 
country  fince  ?  Let  minifters  re- 
ftore  them  even  to  the  ftate  in 
which  they  flood  previous  to  their 
boafled  fervices:  not  only  have  they 
undone  what  they  themfelves  did, 
but  all  that  had  been  before  their 
times.  Ought  we,  out  of  gratitude 
for  a  fmall  and  temporary  benefit, 
to  devote  our  country  to  them  and 
to  deftru&ion  ? 

At  the  beginning  of  every  feffion 
we  were  told,  “  thefe  are  your  ex- 


penfes  for  this  year” — -and  con.* 
ftantly  the  fum  had- been  doubled 
before  the  end  of  the  feffion.  This 
was  called  u  an  unforefeen  acci¬ 
dent.”  Subfidies  were  unexpected^ 
ly  found  neceffary,  and  the  ordinary 
mode  of  fupply  was  aboliffled. 
Here  too  they  pleaded  error  ;  but 
were  they  never  cautioned  againft 
thofe  fubfidies  ?  were  there  no  men 
eminent  for  virtue  and  capacity, 
who  predidled  at  the  time,  that  the 
fubfidifed  powers  would  defert  the 
alliance,  and  the  treafures  of  the 
nation  be  fquandered  in  vain  ? 

He  would  not  dwell  oil  the  known 
defertion  of  Pruffia;  but  Auflria  and 
Sardinia  were  fubfidifed  to  carry  on 
the  war.  Holland  did  not  defire  our 
interference  at  all;  and  as  they  be¬ 
gan,  fo  they  continued  to  do  it, 
merely  becaufe  we  perfuaded  them. 
But  happy  would  it  have  been  for 
this  country  if  minifters  had  fub¬ 
fidifed  thefe  powers  to  make  peace 
inftead :  unfortunate  it  was,  that 
Auftriawas  not  perfuaded  fo  to  do, 
before  Belgium  was  loft ! ,  When 
Sardinia,  in  return  for  our  fubfidy, 
concluded  peace  with  France,  it 
was  aifo  “  an  unforefeen  accident.” 
The  minifter  had  been  the  moft 
unfortunate  man  in  the  world  in 
the  multiplicity  of  his  “  unforefeen 
accidents  1  It  was  the  admirable  re¬ 
mark  of  the  marquis  of  Landfdown, 
“  that  the  allies,  by  their  condiidt 
in  the  war,  would  eftablilh  a  mili¬ 
tary  republic  in  the  heart  of  Europe” 
— and  thus  it  had  turned  out  i 
Of  Ireland,  he  had  but  few  ob- 
fervations  to  offer ;  and  the  chief 
was,  if  conciliation  would  not  pro¬ 
duce  tranquillity,  would  coercion  ? 
Was  there  any  in  fiance  of  fuch  an 
effect  proceeding  from  fuch  mea- 
fures  ?  Had  the  war  with  France  oi* 
with  America,  both  of  which  in- 
fpired  their  advocates  with  the  moft 
fanguine  hopes,  afforded  us  any 
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Teafonto  put  confidence  in  force?  His 
majehy’s  prefent  minihers  indeed 
were  not  likely  to  tranquillife  Ireland 
by  conciliation  ;  how  could  they, 
when  their  conceflion  had  always 
been  known  to  proceed  from  fear? 
and  when  they  refilled  to  fupplica- 
tiori  what  they  granted  to  menace  ? 
when  they  never  accorded  even  to  the 
Irifh  any  thing  which  they  had  not 
before  refufed,  or  without  ftruggle 
and  refihance.  And  it  was  thus 
the  rulers  of  France  argued,  and 
hence  arofe  their  reluftance  to  make 
peace  till  they  could  exact  from  the 
tear  and  feeblenefs  of  adminihra- 
tion  what  they  would  defpair  of 
obtaining  from  any  other  let  of 
men.  Obferving  in  the  politic 
tadfics  here  the  nature  of  our 
minifter,  and  his  jealoufly  of  the 
people,  they  naturally  thought  he 
did  not  afk  for  peace  in  its  true 
fpirit,  but  becaufe  he  would  ap- 
peafe  the  clamour  by  the  pretext  of 
negotiation  ;  and  the  directory  had 
withheld  that  peace,  which,  if  any 
other  men  were  our  minilters,  they 
would  have  found  it  their  interelt 
to  grant. 

The  Britifii  miniher,  who  was  fo 
dignified,  that  he  would  hold  no 
terms  with  the  murderers  of  the 
king  of  France,  had  fent  a  pleni¬ 
potentiary  over  to  crouch  to  one  of 
the  very  world  of  his  murderers  : 
.and  the  enemy  judging  by  this, 
that  by  waiting  longer  they  would 
have  more  ample  conceflions,  re- 
pulfed  him  ;  for  the  mains'  animus 
was  no  more  dead  among!]:  the 
rulers  of  France  than  amongh  ours. 

Lord  Holland  concluded  with 
fupporting  ftrongly  the  addrefs  for 
difmiflion  of  the  minihers. 

The  marquis  of  Downfhire  af¬ 
firmed,  that  no  conciliation  would 
fave  Ireland  :  if,  indeed,  thereby  was 
meant,  that  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  fliould  no  longer  be  acknow- 
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ledged  by  Ireland,  and  that  that 
country  lliould  be  a  province  to 
France,  that  point  might  be  obtain¬ 
ed  by  conciliation  :  but  he  confi¬ 
dently  could  declare,  that  it  was  the 
general  wifh  of  that  kingdom  to 
hand  or  fall  by  this.  Every  fylia- 
ble  which  a  noble  earl  had  hated 
upon  certain  neceflary  meafures 
had  been  contradidled  by  fa 61s. 
There  were  indeed  two  fets  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  Ireland  ;  one  faid  they  wifhed 
only  the  emancipation  of  the  ca¬ 
tholics,  the  other,  parliamentary 
reform;  in  which  they  were  not 
fincere.  They  made  ufe  of  thefe 
pretexts  to  deceive  the  vulgar  and 
the  ignorant.  He  confefled  he  was 
not  afraid  of  the  effects  of  coercion, 
although  he  liked  concefiion  in  the 
right  place :  but  not  of  that  kind 
which  muff  endanger  the  hate. 
Ever  fince  our  fovereign  had  af- 
cended  the  throne,  conceflion  had 
been  granted  after  conceflion.  Ire¬ 
land  hada  free  trade,  as  free  as  could 
be  fecurely  made  with  regard  to 
the  other  parts  of  his  majehy’s  do¬ 
minions.  Every  catholic  was  free 
who  chofe  to  hefo — that  was,  as  free 
as  the  fafetv  of  the  hate  would  ad- 
mit.  Were  the  catholics  to  have 
an  equal  hiare  in  the  government  as 
the  protehants,  the  government  and 
the  country  would  be  loh.  He 
was  forry  to  be  obliged  to  fay,  that 
coercion  was  abfolutely  necefiarv 
in  Ireland,  to  check  and  prevent  the 
defigns  of  the  united  Irifhmen. 
But  their  efforts  were  now  becom¬ 
ing  more  feeble,  and  the  deluded 
people  awakened  to  their  fenfe  of 
duty  and  allegiance  by  thefe  mea¬ 
fures.  He  could  not  but  obferve 
the  united  Iriflimen  would  never 
have  committed  fuch  atrocities  if 
they  had  not  received  fnpport  fro-m 
the  clubs  and  focieties  of  this  coun¬ 
try  and  he  was  afhamed  to  fee 
that  too  many  noblemen  gave 
.  * '  itrengtb 
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(Length  to  thefe  focieties,  by  be¬ 
longing  to  them.  And  that  the  me¬ 
naces  of  affaffination,  and  the  mur¬ 
ders,  fo  (hocking  to  human  nature, 
were  to  be  attributed  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  which  had  been  difleminated 
by  the  emiflaries  of  France,  by 
the  correfponding  focieties,  and  by 
tbofe  who  had  affiliated  themfelves 
to  the  directory.  Believing  this,  he 
had  only  to  add  his  decided  nega¬ 
tive  to  the  addrefs. 

Lord  Romney  laid,  it  had  been 
obferved  by  lord  Holland,  that 
the  two  wars  had  been  owing  to  the 
want  of  parliamentary  reform — now 
he  could  affirm  (for  he  was  in  par¬ 
liament  during  the  whole  of  the 
American  war)  that  if  ever  there 
was  a  war  ended  by  parliament,  it 
was  that ,  to  the  great  joy  and  exul¬ 
tation  of  the  country.  He  did  not 
fee  the  flighted  ground  for  the  pre- 
fent  motion  :  minifters  poiTefled  the 
public  opinion  as  much  as  at  any 
period  of  adminiftration,  and  they 
delerved  the  thanks,  not  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  houfe.  This  war  had 
not  been  unfuccefsful;  in  no  fpot 
upon  the  whole  globe  had  we  loft 
a  Angle  point.  The  enemy  had 
been  blocked  up  in  their  own  ports, 
and  dared  not  attack  us,  even  with¬ 
in  a  league  of  their  coafls,  for  thev 

O  7  j 

had  not  attempted  it  at  Guernley  or 
Jerfey.  Difpiriting  language  ill  be¬ 
came  11s ;  we  ought  to  remember 
the  Atuation  in  which  we  flood 
Jafl  year,  when  furrounded  with  fo 
many  domeftic  difficulties,  and  fo 
many  domeftic  enemies.  How  was 
the  picture  changed  !  Men  of  eve¬ 
ry  defcription  were  now  eager  to 
(how  their  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  their 
country,  and  to  contribute  to  the 
government  under  which  they  were 
fo  happy  as  to  live.  Refpefting 
Ireland,  he  referred  the  houfe  to 
the  teftimony  of  the  marquis  of 
Down  (hire,  who,  from  connexions 


in  that  kingdom,  had  much  better 
information  than  any  other  perfon* 

It  was  matter  of  indifference  to 
him  who  were  the  minifters,  pro¬ 
vided  they  did  their  duty  ;  and  our 
capability  of  carrying  on  the  war 
with  more  refources  this  vear  than 

J 

laft,  he  confidered  as  the  effedl  of 
the  wife  policy  of  the  prefent  ad¬ 
miniftration.  So  clear  was  his  con- 
vi£tion  on  this  point,  that  if  this 
motion  (which  had  his  total  difap- 
probation)  was  not  carried,  he 
fhould  vote  for  approving  the  con¬ 
duct  of  minifters  during  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  war. 

Earl  Darnley  rofe  next,  and  ar¬ 
gued  fora  confiderable  time  againft: 
the  propofed  addrefs.  Fie  faid,  he 
did  not  mean  to  deny  there  might 
be  many  men  in  the  kingdom  com¬ 
petent  to  form  an  adminiftration 
befides  his  majefty’s  minifters,  or 
his  grace's  particular  friends;  but 
he  ever  fhould  maintain  that  it  was 
novel  in  the  practice  of  the  confti- 
tution,  that  the  crown  fhould  en- 
truft  its  power  to  men  unknown  to 
the  country,  either  as  to  their  cha¬ 
racter  or  principle,  which  muft  be 
the  cafe  if  neither  any  perfon  at 
prefent  in  adminiftration,  or  avow¬ 
edly  in  oppofition  to  it,  was  ad¬ 
mitted. 

The  queftion  was  called  for,  andt 
the  lord  chancellor  began  to  read 
the  motion,  when  the  marquis  of 
Landfdown  addrefted  the  houfe. 
He  faid,  the  queftion  before  them 
was,  whether  the  prefent  minifters 
were  capable  or  incapable  of  con¬ 
ducting  the  affairs  ot  the  country 
at  this  critical  juncture  ?  judging 
by  their  paft  conduct ;  and  there 
was  no  other  way  to  judge,  but  by 
the  conduct  and  aCtions  of  men. 

To  form  an  accurate  opinion, 
we  had  only  to  examine  what  they 
had  promifed,  and  what  they  had 
performed;  and  if  they  had  pro- 
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foiled  any  thing  which  they  had  not 
performed,  what  reafons  could  be 
alleged  for  their  failure?  If  they 
had  been  proved  to  have  a£ted  as 
wife  men  ought  to  have  adled,  let 
them  not  only  be  free  from  cenfure, 
but  receive  applaufe;  for  that  man 
muft  be  weak  and  wicked  who 
Could  advife  the  fovereign  to  dif- 
mifs  miniflers  who  had  a£led  well. 
It  would  be  dangerous  to  fufpend 
the  operations  of  government  at 
fuch  a  time,  even  for  three  days, 
without  an  adminidration.  He 
fpoke  not  with  party  fpirit ;  there 
were  men  on  each  fide  whofe  talents 
he  mo-ft  highly  refpedVed. —  The 
duke,  whofe  motion  was  now  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  pofFeffled  an  integrity 
©f  mind  which  could  not  be  appre¬ 
ciated  beyond  its  value ;  and  if  it 
fhould  appear  that  the  miniflers  had 
reduced  the  nation  from  affluence 
to  poverty,  and,  with  the  command 
of  the  wealth  of  our  country, 
brought  it  into  that  very  flate  in 

which  they  declared  often  the  ene- 
¥ 

mv  to  be,  and  all  this  by  negli¬ 
gence  or  incapacity,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  their  lordfliips  to  ad- 
drefs  their  fovereign  with  petitions 
to  difmifs  them. 

The  marquis  then  referred  to  the 
American  war;  he  remembered,  he 
laid,  how  much  the  paffions  were 
interefled  on  that  fwbjedl  alfo,  and 
tkat  every  perfon  who  attempted  to 
addrefs  the  judgment  of  the  people 
was  fligmatifed  and  calumniated  : 
he  lived  to  fee  all  that  falle  ardour 
abate,  but  not  until  great  mifchief 
had  followed.  Would  to  Heaven 
the  danger  was  not  now  much 

o 

greater  !  for  the  evils  of  that  war 
were  nothing  in  comparifon  with 
the  prefent.  Bc«M  and  unqualified 
affurances  of  fuccefs  had  been  re¬ 
peatedly  made  in  that  and  in  the 
other  houfe  ;  fimilar  declarations 
were  promulgated  in  the  time  of  the 


American  war ;  yet  every  one  of 
them  were  contradicted  by  the 
events  which  took  place ;  and  fo  it 
it  had  been  in  this.  With  regard 
to  allies,  it  was  affirmed,  they  never 
would  forfake  us ;  when  any  thing 
was  urged  againll  them  it  was  con- 
fidered  fo  dangerous,  that  a  public 
difeuffion  was  laid  to  embroil  the 
fafety  of  the  country. 

The  coalition  of  the  powers 
again  ft  France  was  represented  as 
an  irrefiflable  force,  far  above  that 
confederacy  formed  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne.  Nay,  he  had  heard  it 
called  a  Jibel  upon  his  imperial  ma- 
jefly  to  doubt  the  folvency  of  the 
court  of  Vienna  ;  for  a&ions  to  the 
amount  of  400I.  for  every  300L 
were  depofited  in  the  bank  to  make 
good  the  payments  of  the  imperial 
loan.  The  idea  of  the  emperor 
making  peace  without  us  was  fo 
abfurd,  that  its  fiatement  was  not 
to  be  endured.  The  French  were 
faid  to  be  in  a  flate  of  penury  ; 
that  in  Paris,  and  ail  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  they  were  reduced  to  their 
laft  penny;  that  they  had  iffued 
milliards  in  paper,  which  had  been 
fpent  in  a  Angle  campaign  ;  and 
which,  amounting  to  the  furn  of 
one  hundred  and  feventy-two  mil¬ 
lions  flerling,  they  could  never  pay; 
and  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them 
to  go  on  :  whereas,  we  had  a  mil¬ 
lion  furplus,  befides  our  finking 
fund;  in  fhort,  that  our  property 
was  unbounded,  whilflthev  had  not 
any. 

The  war,  indeed,  was  to  fecure 
our  property,  which  would  be 
done  fo  completely,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  war,  that  we  fhould  never 
be  called  upon  to  go  out  of  the  or¬ 
dinary  courfe  of  taxation.  Let  tbefe 
promifes  be  compared  with  faCts. 
Added  to  them,  we  were  afTLred  of 
great  fuccefs  upon  the  continent ; 
from  which  we  were  now  driven, 

nor 
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nor  could  any  tiling  protedl  us  from 
mifchief  there,  but  the  total  infig- 
nificance  to  which  we  were  re¬ 
duced.  And  what  period  had  there 
been,  till  the  prefect,  in  the  hiftory 
of  Europe,  when  Great  Britain  dar¬ 
ed  not  (how  herfelf  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent,  and  was  blotted  out  of  the 
map  !  We  had  no  embafiador  to 
fee  or  reprefent  any  thing  refpedt- 
ing  our  balance  of  power,  which 
we  now  had  loll,  and  loft  through 
the  mifmanagement  of  minifters  ! 

Lord  Holland  (continued  the 
marquis)  alked,  the  other  day,  for 
fotne  papers  relative  to  Belgium 
being  infilled  upon  as  a  fine  qila  non 
of  peace  :  had  he  been  in  the  houfe 
he  would  have  faved  him  the  trou¬ 
ble,  becaufe  minifters  had  no  fuch 
papers  to  produce:  if  they  had, 
what  could  poftefs  them  to  make 
that  abfurd  demand  upon  the 
Trench,  on  the  27th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1796?  They  then  infilled  on 
the  reftoration  of  the  Milanefe  and 
the  whole  of  Savoy  ;  and  that  every 
thing  Ihould  be  put  on  the  footing 
of  the  fiatus  quo  ante  helium .  Inlels 
than  four  months  after,  it  appeared 
that  the  emperor  had  opened  a  ne¬ 
gotiation  with  the  French,  fti'pu- 
lating,  as  a  preliminary,  not  to  in¬ 
fill  upon  any  of  thole  points  which 
our  minifters  infilled  upon  for  him. 
Could  they  have  done  this,  had  they 
received  communications  from  the 
court  of  Vienna?  This  negotia¬ 
tion  opened  the  17th  of  April, 
1797.  But  what  was  become  of 
the  milliards  of  paper  which  were 
to  bear  down  the  finance  of 
France  ?  Thefe  they  had  got  rid 
of,  at  the  expenfe  to  their  govern¬ 
ment  of  only  fix  millions  llerling  ; 
and  contrived  to  continue  the  war, 
which  had  been  pronounced  by  our 
minifters  impoilible.  Their  paper 
was  extiinft,  inftead  of  being  ex¬ 
tended,  But  what  was  our  ftate  of 


finance?  We  were  driven  t6 
ry  defperate  refource :  fomebody 
faid  fomething  of  fwindling,  and 
this  was  very  near  the  truth.  With 
regard  to  fubferiptions,  he  mull  re¬ 
peat  what  had  been  faid  by  Mr. 
Burke,  who  had  great  weight  with 
minifters :  “  It  was  one  ftep  to¬ 
wards  the  diffolution  of  all  proper¬ 
ty.  ”  We  were  going  all  over  the 
country,  making  public  and  char¬ 
tered  bodie^  apply  the  property  en- 
trufted  to  them  for  certain  ufes  to 
the  exigencies  of  government.-— 
The  bank  of  England  is  made  to 
give  2co,oooI.  without  the  advice 
of  council.  Whvhad  thev  a  eoun- 
cil  ?  Why  fhould  they  throw  away 
their  own  money,  and  the  money  of 
others,  at  the  feet  of  the  executive 
government?  It  was  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  juftice,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  the  rules  of  law. 

There  was  another  point  which 
demanded  ferious  confideration  : 
it  had  been  faid,  in  another  houfe,: 
“  that  offices  and  places  were  held 
by  a  llronger  tenure  than  any  free¬ 
hold.  ”  This  was  a  doHrine  which 
fnould  never  go  unrelated  by  him  : 
to  confider  offices  and  places  under 
the  crown  of  equal  or  fuperior 
weight  with  freehold  property  was  a 
molt  dangerous  principle.  Offices 
were  obtained  by  accident,  intrigue, 
or  court  corruption,  and  ought  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  olaced  on  the  footing  of 
a  freehold.  If  property  was-  infe- 
cure,  liberty  would  foon  become 
fo  ;  indeed,  property  might  fooner 
fubfift  without  liberty,  than  liberty 
without  property. 

The  marquis  next  expatiated  up* 
on  the  folly  of  the  minifters,  in  en* 
deavouring  to  extend  our  empire 
by  con  quell :  it  was  pleafing  to 
weak  minds,  becaufe  it  extended 
patronage;  but,  in  a  national  view, 
it  was  deftrudlive.  We  had  con¬ 
quered  illands,  and  given  them  uj>. 
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Corfiea  had  been  ours,  at  an  im¬ 
mense  expenfe,  and  was  refigned  ; 
and  it  would  have  been  well  if  we 
had  abandoned  our  mad  fchemes  of 
conqueR  in  St.  Domingo.  Of  the 
Rate  of  Ireland  he  thought  differ¬ 
ently  from  the  marquis  of  Down- 
Iliire  ;  he  believed  it  held  from  one 
end  to  the  other  by  military  tenure. 
That  very  day  he  had  received  ac¬ 
counts,  not  from  a  politician,  who 
coloured  faCts  to  fix  it  his  fyftem  ;  not 
from  a  man  who  was  paid  for  writ¬ 
ing  news;  but  a  plain  individual, 
who  affirmed,  that  the  farmers  in 
Ireland  were  declining  their  tillage  ! 
What  a  fcene  of  calamity  did  this 
open!  at  leaf!,  it  was  the  poffibi- 
litv  of  a  famine  in  one  part  of  the 
empire.  But  to  look  at  it  upon  a 
larger  fcale  ;  what  was  the  Britiffi 
empire?  It  confided  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  with  its  depen¬ 
dencies,  which  he  conceived  to  be 
a  confiderable  burden  in  any  but  a 
commercial  view.  Even  India  was 
only  of  importance  for  its  wealth  ; 
and  that  was  little  advantage  com¬ 
pared  with  the  Ioffes  of  life  and  cor¬ 
ruption  of  morals  which  it  occa- 
fioned.  Scotland  was  faid  to  be 
quiet,  and  no  diffrufts,  reigning  be¬ 
tween  the  gentry  and  the  labourers, 
ieading  to  difaffeCtion  ;  though  the 

Rate  of  trials  would  fcarcelv  lead 
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one  to  this  conclufion.  But  the 
time  might  foon  arrive  when  Eng¬ 
land  muff  fupport  Scotland  to  car¬ 
ry  on  a  war  in  Ireland ;  and  in 
this  way,  if  the  country  was  made 
of  gold,  and  men  fprung  up  as 
mufhrooms,  we  could  not  long 
continue  this  fyftem.  If  we  were 
fecure  from  invafion,  the  want  of 
money  would  deftroy  our  efforts. 

He  much  objected  to  coercion  ; 
it  required  fuperior  talents  to  that 
of  lenity  :  we  might'  not  always 
hear  of  a  Richelieu,  or  an  Oliver 
Cromwell  ;  and,  from  the  earlieft 
1 798. 


hiftory  of  mankind,  the  prece¬ 
dents  were  twenty  to  one  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  gentle  meafures.  The 
difference  between  a  wife  and  a 
weak  man  was,  that  the  wife  man 
faw  an  event  three  days  before  the 
other. 

RefpeCting  the  fpecific  motion 
before  the  houfe,  the  marquis  faid, 
though  he  had  always  been  inclined 
againft  ffmilar  motions,  he  was 
for  this,  from  the  experience  of 
1732,  where  he  found  minifters 
called  in  to  make  a  peace,  and  then 
difmiffed.  He  called  for  the  dif- 
miffal  of  the  prefent  minifters  im¬ 
mediately,  becaufe  we  were  in  a 
defperate  fituation,  and  no  time 
was  to  be  loft.  Let  us  but  have  an 
adminiftration  who  could  procure 
tranquillity,  and  they  would  a- 
chieve  great  good,  although  thofe 
who  were  in  power  ftiould  return 
to  if,  and  thofe  who  procured  peace 
were  to  be  hanged  for  their  trouble. 

Lord  Mulerave  defended  the 

o 

conduct  of  the  minifters,  efpecially 
as  it  refpeCted  the  finances  of  this 
country.  So  far,  he  faid,  had  it 
been  from  any  thing  approaching  to 
fnvindling ,  that  our  engagements  had 
been  moll  punctually  and  honoura  - 
bly  fulfilled,  which  evinced  theft 
capacity  and  their  uprlghtnefs.  The 
confidence  of  the  people  al fo  was 
forcibly  proved,  by  the  fpirit  and 
alacrity  with  which  they  now  prefix 
ed  forward  with  voluntary  fubferip- 
tions  in  aid  of  the  growing  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  ftate.  If  there  were 
any  objection  to  be  urged  againft 
adminiftration,  it  was,  their  nxani- 
fefting  a  defire  to  enter  into  a  nego->- 
tiation  with  France  when  there  was- 
no  probability  of  fuccefs.  Re~ 
fpeCting  the  laft,  he  believed  there 
was  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  caufe  of  its  termination,  nor 
would  it  admit  an  argument  .in  fa* 

four  of  the  enemy.  . . 
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His  lordfhip inveighed  with  great 
force  and  ability  againft  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  united  Irifhmen,  who, 
he  laid,  were  prepared  to  throw 
their  country  into  the  hands  of 
France  ;  but  if  it  was  ever  fo  unfor¬ 
tunate  as  to  fall  under  the  tyranny 
of  the  directory,  it  might  now  an¬ 
ticipate  the  horrors  of  flavery,  by 
reflecting  on  the  fituation  to  which 
they  had  reduced  all  who  had  lif- 
tened  to  their  invitations  of  frater¬ 
nity.  Thefe  were  the  fatal  efFeCts 
which  he  deprecated,  and  on  thefe 
he  refled  his  refiftance  to  a  concili¬ 
ation  with  the  rebels  of  Ireland, 
and  his  defebce  of  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters;  for  if  thev  could  not  make 
peace,  as  was  fiated  by  the  duke, 
nor  conciliate  Ireland,  as  was 
affirmed  by  lord  Holland,  was  there 
not  reafon  to  apprehend  that  France, 
viewing  a  change  of  miniffers,  as 
a  change  of  the  fyftem  of  the  war, 
as  an  acknowledgment  that  we 
were  the  original  aggreffors,  would 
extend  her  demands  with  the  la¬ 
mentations  of  the  new  embaflador, 
and  grow  in  infolence  as  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  new  creation  enlarg¬ 
ed  their  fympatbies  and  profeffed 
their  griefs?  He  was  not  for  en- 
truffing  power  to  the  hands  of  any 
men  whom,  the  French  would  re¬ 
gard  as  their  friends ;  nor  did  he 
think  it  either  fafe  or  expedient  to 
remove  minifters,  who  enjoyed  the 
-  confidence  of  the  country,  to  make 
room  for  thofe  who  were  fuppofed 
lefs  objection  able  to  the  directory  ; 
and  under  thefe  circumstances  he 
could  not  approve  the  motion  of 
his  grace. 

Lord  Grenville  confidered  the 
prefent  motion  as  much  more 
important  to  the  future  intereffs 
of  the  country,  than  in  its  re¬ 
ference  to  the  conduit  and  cha¬ 
racter  qf  the  whole  Britifh  nation. 
It.  related  lefs  to  thefe  than  to  the 


fyftem  on  which  the  parliament 
and  people  of  England  were  now 
acting  in  oppofition  to  the  arms 
and  principles  of  France.  In  or¬ 
der  to  decry  this  fyftem,  and  in¬ 
duce  the  nation  to  confefs  the 
crimes  and  folly,  the  injuftice  and 
cruelty,  with  which  his  grace  had 
charged  them,  he  had  revived  all 
the  unfounded  allegations  refpeCt- 
ing  the  principle  of  the  war,  fo 
often  made  in  that  place,  and  fo 
often  rejected.  The  decifive  proofs 
upon  this  fubjeCt  were  to  be  found 
in  the  journals  of  the  houfe,  not 
in  loofe  recollection  and  vague  re- 
port.  The  fpeeches  with  which 
the  king  had  opened  and  concluded 
each  fefiion  of  parliament  afforded 
authentic  records  of  the  language 
of  government  concerning  the  ori¬ 
gin,  grounds,  and  progrefs  of  the 
war.  There  were  many  declara¬ 
tions  befides  which  the  houfe  had 
made  at  different  periods,  to  ob¬ 
viate  mifreprefentation.  Why  were 
not  thefe  appealed  to?  This  was 
his  defence  of  parliament  againft 
the  imputation  of  its  having  varied 
its  language  or  difguifed  its  ob¬ 
jects — of  having  engaged  in  the 
war  for  the  reiteration  of  mo¬ 
narchy,  or  having  purfued  it  with 

any  other  view  thati  that  of  obtain- 
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ing  an  honourable  peace  for  this 
con  ntrv. 

J 

But,  it  was  afferted,  that  mini¬ 
fters  had  pledged  t'nemfelves  that 
the  allies  would  never  defert  them. 
Was  it  pofiiblefuch  a  pledge  could 
have  been  given,  or  parliament 
ever  require  it?  The  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  could  not  control  the 
conduCt  of  foreign  powers.  They 
had,  indeed,  alleged,  particularly 
in  the  cafe  of  Auftria,  the  various 
motives  of  good  faith,  honour,  and 
dignity,  of  interefl,  and  even  fecu- 
rity,  which  ought  to  induce  that 
power  to  abide  by  its  engagements 
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/itii  Great  Britain;  and  if  they 
ad  not  yet  been  taught,  that  by 
making  the  public  faith  of  their 
overnments,  thev  had  fiiaken  the 
oundation  of  their  thrones,  we 
■light  regret  the  c.ircumftance  for 
:ieir  hike,  and  lament  it  for  our 
wn  ;  but  we  could  not,  in  ju (lice, 
npute  the  blame  of  blindnefs  to 
len  who  added  on  more  honour- 
ble  principles  and  with  a  wifer 
olicy.  We  had  alfo  this  cond¬ 
ition,  that  if  we  contend  alone,  it 
;  again  ft  an  enemy  exhaufted  by 
ie  effedts  of  that  very  fyftem  of 
lliance  fo  condemned.  What  able 
atefman  would  decline  availing 
imfelf  in  a  juft  conteft  of  ufeful 
Hies,  becaufe  there  could  be  no 
ertainty  of  their  permanent  affift- 
nce  ;  or  refute  a  powerful  aid, 
ecaufe  it  might  poffibly  be  with- 
rawn  before  the  termination  of 
ie  war  ? 

In  all  the  ftatements  of  our  pro- 
refs  and  mifcarriages,  not  the 
ighteft  mention  had  been  made  of 
ur  naval  triumphs  :  on  the  affairs 
f  the  continent,  in  which  we  had 
nlv  a  fecondarv  intereft,  thev  had 
welt  with  peculiar  emphafis;  but 
f  that  which  was  the  primary  ob- 
?d!  of  Great  Britain,  not  a  word 
ad  been  uttered.  The  houfe  was 
:lj ured  to  difmifs  the  minifters, 
dthout  examining  the  principal 
mature  in  their  caufe.  For  the 
diems  of  foreign  courts,  whom 
re  could  not  diredt ;  for  the  fuccefs 
f  military  plans  which  we  could  not 
ontrol  ;  for  the  operations  of 
iftant  armies,  in  which  we  had 
ot  the  fmalleft  fltare  ;  the  chr- 
idler  and  conduct  of  minifters 
'as  attacked.  Of  that  which  is 
nmediately  within  the  fphere  of 
ritifh  government,  which  claims 
ie  firft  duty  of  adminiftration, 
nd  the  firft  attention  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  they  banifti  all  confidera- 


tion.  Againft  this  mode  of  trial, 
his  lord fliip  faid,  he  muft  decided¬ 
ly  proteft  :  in  that  part  of  the  war 
which  belonged  to  England,  and 
in  which  alone  our  condudi:  could 
appear  entire  and  unmixed,  we  had 
obtained  fucceftes  which  furpafled 
the  moft  brilliant  examples  of  our 
anceftors.  It  was  with  thefe  that 
he  was  not  afraid  to  compare  the 
prefent  war,  demanding  of  his  op¬ 
ponents  what  other  period  of  our 
hiftory  could  be  found,  when,  af¬ 
ter  the  decifive  and  glorious  vic¬ 
tories  gained  over  the  fleets  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  the 
Britifh  navy  had  rid  triumphant  at 
the  fame  moment  at  the  mouths  of 
Breft,  Cadiz,  and  the  Texel. 

“  But  we  had  evinced  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  continue  the  war  beyond 
the  time  when  peace  could  have 
been  obtained.” 

It  was  difficult  to  meet  an  afi- 
fertion  which  did  not  fpecify  the 
time  to  which  it  referred.  As  a 
general  afTerrion,  he  denied  it  in 
the  moft  unequivocal  terms ;  but 
as  far  as  he  could  colled!  the  time 
alluded  to,  it  was  that  of  Robe- 
fpierre,  of  whom  he  could  not  fpeak 
in  terms  of  abhorrence  equally  forci¬ 
ble  with  thofe  ilfed  by  every  French¬ 
man.  He  mentioned  the  name  to 
remind  their  lordfhips  of  the  fyftem 
of  terror  then  purfued.  There  was 
then  no  government  in  France, 
unlefs  a  reion  of  aflaffins,  butch- 
ers,  and  executioners,  delerved  to 
be  called  fo.  There  was  no  ten¬ 
dency  to  peace,  unlefs  it  could  be 
found  in  the  reports  of  Barrere, 
who  firft  brought  forward  the  com- 
pari fon  of  Rome  and  Carthage, 
who  then  firft  announced  the  prin¬ 
ciple  Delenda  eji  Carthago ,  leaving 
to  his  fucceffors  the  firft  example 
of  that  language  fo  completely 
fince  adopted  by  the  French  di¬ 
rectory. 
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If  other  proof  were  wanting,  it 
might  be  found  in  that  decree  of 
giving  no  quarter  to  the  Britifh 
troops;  a  decree,  which  in  juftice 
to  the  French  troops,  little  as  he 
was  difpofed  to  praife  them,  he 
mu  ft  fay,  that  even  they  had  re¬ 
filled  to  execute.  So  far  was  he 

from  thinking  that,  at  that  mo¬ 
ts  1 

merit,  there  was  any  real  chance 
of  negotiation,  he  believed,  from 
his  foul,  that  any  Britifh  minifter, 
then  fent  to  Paris,  would  have 
been  fent  to  the  guillotine  with  the 
reft  of  the  victims.  From  the'  fall 
of  Robefpierre,  every  opportunity 
which  pointed  towards  peace  had 
been  eagerly  embraced  ;  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  negotiation  at  Paris  had 
that  night  been  revived— -often  as 
it  had  been  difcufted  before  ;  but 
his  grace  had  brought  forward  an 
accufation  fo  extraordinary,  that 
he  could  not  refrain  exprefling  ut¬ 
ter  aftonifliment  at  it.  The  duke 
had  affirmed,  “  that  the  plan  of 
peace  offered  by  Great  Britain 
refted  on  the  partition  and  lpolia- 
tion  of  the  little  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope.”  Spain  and  Holland  had  ne¬ 
ver  before  been  confdered  in  the 
description  of  u  little  powers ” — nor 
would  it  have  been  regarded  as  a 
proof  of  pacific  difpofition,  if  we 
had  announced  at  Paris,  that  peace 
mull  be  deferred  till  Ruffia,  Auftria, 
and  Pruffia,  were  compelled  (by 
what  means  he  knew  not)  to  re¬ 
ft  ope  the  ancient  limits  of  Poland. 

We  were  no  parties  to  that  par¬ 
tition  which  we  had  always  repro¬ 
bated,  but  which  we  had  110  means 
to  prevent,  much  lefts  to  refcind 
after  its  completion.  Holland,  when 
we  were  fir  ft  driven  into  the  war, 
was  a  friendly  independent  power, 
with  whom  refted  the  defence  of 
thofe  poffeffions  which  we  confi- 
dered  as  the  keys. of  the  Britifh 
empire  in  India.  We  offered  to 


France,  that  if  {lie  could  replace 
Holland  in  that  fituation  of  inde¬ 
pendence  and  amity  towards  us, 
we  would  reftore  thofe  conquefts ; 
adding,  that  we  would  weigh  to 
what  extent  our  own  fafety  would 
allow  us,  to  relax  from  demands  in 
which  that  confideration  had  form¬ 
ed  the  principal  ingredient. 

So  far  from  plundering  the'  little 
powers,  the  projet  had  been  ex- 
prefsly  framed  to  prevent  fuch  a 
rneafure.  If,  by  the  reftoration  of 
our  conquefts  in  France,  we  could 
have  procured  the  Netherlands  for 
the  emperor,  all  plea  for  thofe  ex¬ 
tend  ve  Schemes  of  partition  now 
in.  agitation  would  have  been  re- 
moved.  The  failure  of  that  plan 
had  led  to  the  fyftem  now  purfued 
at  Raftadt,  without  the  concurrence 
of  Great  Britain.  Of  the  negotia¬ 
tion  at  Lifte,  the  duke  had  found 
it  impoffible  to  fpeak  in  terms 
contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  the 
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country  upon  it;  and  therefore 
had  contented  himfelf  with  blam¬ 
ing  the  choice  of  the  negotiator. 
On  this,  he  fhoukl  only  remark, 
that  he  was  now  cenfured  for  em¬ 
ploying  a  man  on  whofe  conduct, 
in  the  moft  difficult  fituation,  nei¬ 
ther  malignity  nor  faction  could 
fix  the  flighteft  imputation. 

The  fubjebt  of  u  radical  re¬ 
form,”  for  fome  reafon  of  manage- 
ment  or  intrigue,  feemed  to  be  put' 
lei’s  forward  in  this  night’s  debate 
than  formerly :  the  light  was  thrown 
on  other  parts  of  the  picture,  whilft 
this  was  ftiaded  over,  and  kept 
with  care  in  the  back  ground.  Still 
however  it  was  there :  the  duke 
had  declared  he  would  never  be¬ 
long  to  any  government  that  did 
not  carry  through  this  radical  re¬ 
form  ;  and  concluded  his  fpeech 
with  imprecations  on  himfelf  if 
ever  he  a  cited  with  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters  who  were  hoftile  to  it. 

Whatever 


FOREIGN 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y. 


Whatever  diflike  his  grace  might 
feel  to  their  fvftem,  it  could  not 
poffibly  exceed  the  deteftation  which 
they  entertained  for  the  principles 
2nd  conduct  of  radical  reformers. 
Their  opinion,  indeed,  was  the 
fame  which  had  been  delivered  by 
Condorcet,  who,  when  he  an¬ 
nounced  with  joy  that  the  patriots 
of  England  were  labouring  in  that 
caufe,  added,  that  from  fuch  reform 
the  tranfition  would  be  fhort  to  the 
eftabiilhment  of  a  complete  re¬ 
public. 

The  duke,  indeed,  had  confented 
that  the  new  miniflers  fliould  poft- 
pone  the  queflion  in  England;  but 
in  Ireland,  he  required  it  fliould  be 
carried  immediately  :  nor  was  this 
all ;  peace  muff  be  procured  with 
France  notwithftanding  her  inve¬ 
terate  hoflilitv  to  us  :  and  a  noble 
marquis  had  faid,  what  he  feemed 
to  think  a  matter  of  much  indif¬ 
ference  to  the  houfe,  though  to 
the  new  minifler  it  might  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fome  confideration,  u  that  the 
peace  muff  be  made,  though  the 
perfon  who  made  it  would  proba¬ 
bly  be  hanged.”  The  principles  on 
which  fuch  a  peace  was  likely  to 
be  effected  could  eafily  be  collect¬ 
ed  :  in  addition  to  all  our  “  in- 
juftice,”  in  oppoiing  it,  we  muff 
humble  ourfelves  to  the  directory, 
and  confefs  our  fincere  repentance 
for  the  blood  died  and  carnage  they 
had  occafioned.  The  marquis  had 
given  the  houfe  an  eftimate  of  the 
value  of  our  foreign  poffefiions : 
perhaps  the  directory,  out  of  pity, 
and  in  confideration  of  our  humi¬ 
lity,  would  deliver  us  from  fome 
part  of  the  burden  under  which 
we  complained ;  they  might  pof¬ 
fibly  have  the  goodnefs  to  relieve 
us  of  Jamaica,  to  take  upon  them- 
felves  the  defence  of  pur  Indian 
pofleffions :  perhaps  even  to  dif-  / 
charge  us  from  the  weight  of  Bern 


133 

gal ;  and  though  we  might  lofe  the 
belt  part  of  our  commerce,  more 
than  half  our  revenue,  and  the 
whole  fupply  of  our  naval  flrength, 
we  fliould  certainly  remain  a  lights 
difburdened,  well-compacted  pow¬ 
er,  peculiarly  fitted  to  refill  the 
future  enterprifes  of  France,  and 
to  defend  ourfelves  againft  that 
tvrannv  which  even  the  noble  lord 
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had  defcribed  as  the  utmofl  of  hu¬ 
man  mifery.  If  thefe  were  the 
conditions  of  the  peace,  he  ferioufly 
believed  the  marquis’s  predidtion 
would  be  verified — “  the  miniflers 
who  made  it  would  be  hanged 
and  he  was  fure  they  would  de- 
ferve  to  be  fo. 

But  the  houfe  had  heard  that 
night  another  matter  of  no  flight 
importance  ;  the  correfponding  fo- 
cieties  had  been  mentioned  :  what 
thefe  focieties  were,  their  publica¬ 
tions,  their  meetings,  were  in  the 
memory  of  their  lordfliips. 

Lord  Downfhire  had  told  them, 
that  even  the  united  Irifhmen  would 
not  have  proceeded  to  their  enor¬ 
mities  without  thefe  encourage¬ 
ments.  Yet  with  thefe  verv  focie- 
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ties  the  duke  and  his  party  were 
fufbedfled  to  have  formed  a  mvfle- 

I 

rious  enigmatical  connexion.  He 
trufted  this  fufpicion  would  be 
cleared  up— -he  hoped  no  member 
of  that  houfe  could  have  the 
fmall£fl  difficulty  in  difavowing  the 
charge,  and  he  folemnly  called  upon 
the  duke,  to  do  fo. 

For  himfelf,  and  thofe  with 
whom  he  had  the  happinefs  of  be^ 
ing  connected,  he  had  explained 
the  motives  of  their  conduct ;  it 
was  for  the  houfe  to  decide  ppon 
the  queflion;  it  would  not  affect 
the  principles  on  which  they  added, 
anxious  only  to  bear  their  part, 
whatever  it  might  be,  in  that  noble 
fland  which  placed  this  country 
at  this  moment  in  a  flate  of  greater 
J  3  confix 
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confidcration  and  refpeCt  in  Eu¬ 
rope  than  ever  fhe  had  acquired  at 
the  head  of  the  moil  triumphant 
league.  If  they  were  anxious  for 
glory,  it  was  the  glory  of  refi fi¬ 
ance,  firft  in  labour,  firft  in  danger, 
and,  he  trufted,  not  laft  in  honour! 

The  marquis  of  Landfdown  in 
reply  faid^  the  noble  lord  derived 
no  inconfiderable  aid  from  a  loud 
voice,  a  confident  manner,  and  an 
authoritative  air,  the  ufual  conco¬ 
mitants  of  office.  But  nothing 
fhould  prevent  his  maintaining 
•what  no  wife  reprefentations  could 
do  away.  He  denied  the  argu- 
ments  ufed  by  the  fecretary  of 
Hate :  he  contended  that  it  was  not 
the  intereft  of  France,  any  more  than 
of  this  country,  to  divide  the  Ger¬ 
man  empire,  and  diffolve  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  fmall  independent  dates 
which  were  fo  many  years  the  bul¬ 
warks,  and  preferved  the  balance, 
of  Europe,  and  to  divide  them,  fo 
as  to  add  them  to  three  or  four 
great  powers.  To  this  the  repub¬ 
lic  was  driven.  Great  Britain  had 
refufed  them  reafonable  conditions 
of  peace,  which  they  were*  anxious 
to  obtain,  and  their  only  alterna¬ 
tive  was  to  hang  round  the  em¬ 
peror,  and  make  the  bell  terms 
they  could  with  him.  It  was  not 
to  the  time  of  Robefpierre  he  al¬ 
luded,  when  he  fpoke  of  the  beft 
opportunity  of  making  peace ; 
though  even  then  advantageous 
terms  might  have  been  made  ;  and 
he  faw  no  reafon  why  it  might  not 
be  concluded  at  this  moment.  His 
Jordfhip  concluded  with  lamenting 
the  dangers  of  the  prefent  conteft, 
faying,  that  in  a  few  months  it  may 
be  a  queftion  about  the  people’s 
liberties,  their  lordfhips’  proper¬ 
ties  ;  and  Heaven  forbid  it  tliould 
ever  touch  the  crown  ! 

The  duke  of  Bedford  rofe  to  ob- 
ftrve,  that  the  fecretary  of  Hqte  had 


been  driven  to  his  ufual  miferable 
fliifts,  and  again  affimilated  his 
own  fate  with  that  of  the  country, 
to  avert  the  vengeance  of  an  irri¬ 
tated  and  injured  people.  He  felt 
no  furprife  at  being  himfelf  ca¬ 
lumniated  ;  and  he  was  now  deter¬ 
mined  to  trouble  them  no  more, 
fince  his  conduct,  and  not  the  dif- 
treftes  of  the  country,  was  made 
the  fnbjeCt  of  difcuffion.  Their 
lordfhips  could  beft  judge  whether 
he  had  formed  any  myfterious  and 
enigmatical  connexion  with  the 
correfponding  focieties,  or  with  any 
fet  of  men  who  were  traitors  to 
their  country.  He  was  now  called 
to  anfwer  the  charge  alleged  in 
fuch  extraordinary  terms,  as  “  ma- 
nagement,  intrigue,  and  trick,”  and 
it  might  aftonifh  the  houfe  that  to 
fuch  charges  he  made  no  reply. 
There  was  fuch  a  thing  as  true 
honour,  and  there  were  characters 
who  imbibed  it  from  their  infan¬ 
cy.  Thofe  who  pofTefTed  it  were 
as  little  capable  of  lufpeCting  others 
of  meannefs  u  and  myfterious  enig¬ 
matical  connexion”  as  they  were 
of  praCtifing  it.  He  fhould  be 
forrv  if  the  houfe  imagined  him 
capable  of  defcending  to  fuch  low 
and  degrading  refources ;  but  to 
thofe  who  did  fufpeCt  him  he 
fhould  make  no  reply,  but  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  fovereign  contempt  for 
them,  their  character,  their  con¬ 
duct,  and  their  opinions ! 

The  queftion  was  called  for, 
and  the  houfe  divided,  on  the 
duke’s  motion. 

Non-contents  88,  proxies  25—  1 13.. 
Contents  11,  proxies  2  —  13. 

As  foon  as  the  uivifion  w^s  over, 
lord  Romney  moved  the  following 
refolution  ; 

“  Refolved, 

“  That  in  a  crifis,  in  which  all 
the  interefts  of  the  country  are  <it 
ft&ke,  we  have  leeq  the  zeal  amf 
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public  fpirit  of  every  rank  riling 
in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  occafton,  and  animated  by  the 
fame  fentiments :  we  deem  it  an 
indifpenfable  duty,  inftead  of  dif- 
tra&ing  the  council  of  our  fove- 
reign  by  propofals  of  change,  to 
renew  the  declaration  of  our  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  principles  which 
have  governed  the  council,  and  in 
which  the  parliament  has  uni¬ 
formly  concurred  for  the  fecurity 
of  thefe  kingdoms  againft  foreign 
attack,  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  religion,  laws,  andconftitution.” 

The  refolution  was  carried  ne- 
mine  contradicente. 

We  fliall  clofe  this  chapter  with 
a  fhort  account  of  the  progrefs  of 
a  bill  for  regulating  the  publication 
of  newfpapers,  which  was  palled 
in  this  feffion. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  the  attor¬ 
ney-general  brought  in  a  bill  for 
regulating  the  proprietors  and  pub¬ 
lishers  of  newfpapers.  Mr.  Jekyll 
oppofed  its  being  read  the  third 
time,  from  what  he  called  a  mo¬ 
tive  of  conftitutional  jealoufy  of 
every  thing  which  appeared  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 
The  houfe,  he  faid,  ought  to  be 
extremely  cautious  before  they  af- 
fented  to  anv  meafure  which  might 
diminilh  that  ineftimable  bleffing. 
It  was  now  upwards  of  a  century 
fince  it  had  been  touched;  theju- 
rifdiCfion  of  the  ftar-chamber,  and 
the  power  of  the  licenfer  of  the 
prefs,  might  eafily  be  recollected. 
This  abominable  jurifdidtion  was 
contrived  by  the  long  parliament, 
and  enforced  during  the  two  de- 
te (fable  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and 
king  James.  After  the  revolution, 
thefe  regulations  continued  onlv 
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fix  years;  and  (if  he  remembered 
aright)  were  ended  in  the  year  1694. 
He  knewr  the  attorney-general  had 
affirmed,  that  this  was  not  an  at- 


33i 

tack,  but  a  regulation  of  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  prefs:  but  it  created 
a  facility  in  profecutions  againft  it, 
and  this  was  objection  enough ; 
for  it  was  the  commencement  of  a 
fyftem  tending  to  deftroy  freedom  ; 
and,  with  that  freedom,  public  li¬ 
berty.  The  cenforial  power  of 
our  prefs  was  the  great  guardian 
of  Briti(h  liberty,  and  a  celebrated 
author  (M.  de  Lolme)  had  affigned 
it  as  the  caufe.  This  bill  would 
make  men  of  property  and  relpec- 
tability  retire  from  newspapers  al¬ 
together;  and  they  then  would 
fall  into  the  hands  of  men  of  def* 
perate  fortune  and  low  character, 
and  the  confequence  would  be  an 
increafe  inftead  of  diminution  of 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs. 
Hand-bills  on  brown  paper  wrnuld 
be  fubftituted  every  day  for  a  ufe- 
ful  well-regulated  paper.  This 
bill  would  render  innocent  perfons 
liable  to  profecution,  merely  be- 
caufe  they  were  proprietors,  al¬ 
though  they  had  no  fhare  in  the 
management  of  the  publication. 
He  oppofed  it,  therefore,  as  an 
infringement  on  the  invaluable 
bleffing  of  liberty,  handed  down  to 
us  by  our  anceftors. 

The  attorney-general  faid,  his 
objedt  was  to,  reftore,  not  infringe 
upon  it :  the  true  liberty  of  the 
prefs  was,  that  every  man  might 
publifh  what  he  pleafed,  but  he 
lhould  be  refponfible  to  the  public 
for  what  he  publiffied.  Any  man 
might  make  fair  and  free  remarks 
on  public  men  and  public  mea- 
fures  ;  and  fuch  men  might  carry 
on  their  newspapers  after  this  bill 
had  palled  as  well  as  before  :  it  only 
fecured  to  the  public  that  which 
they  had  a  right  to  demand,  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  refponfible  party  in  a 
court  of  juftice,  fo  as  to  be  amena¬ 
ble  to  law.  So  far  from  this  being 
a  means  of  flinging  the  newfpapers 
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into  the  hands  of  the  dregs  of  the 
people,  it  would  take  it  out  of  inch 
hands,  and  exclude  all  perfons,  who 
were  not  vifible  to  thole  whom 
they  calumniated,  from  being  able 
to  (belter  themfelves  in  obfcurity. 
He  had  fo  frequently  explained 
hknfelf  upon  this  bill,  that  he 
would  only  now  add,  it  was  upon 
the  principle  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  he  brought  it  in,  to  reftore 
this  facred  blelling,  by  rendering 
thofe  who  injured  the  chara&ers  of 
others  anfwerable  for  it  in  the  fame 
way  that  every  other  man  was  an¬ 
fwerable. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  laid,  that  he 
conlidered  this  fubjecl  to  be  of  fo 
important  a  nature,  that  he  could 
not  allow  it  to  pafs  without  hating 
his  objections.  The  rneafure  came 
from  the  king’s  attorney-general  *, 
a  quarter  from  whence  any  mea- 
fure  lhould  be  regarded  by  Englifh- 
men  with  fufpicion,  efpecially  this : 
it  was  the  offspring  of  a  very  doubt¬ 
ful  parent,  ulhered  into  the  world 
under  very  unfavourable  aufpices, 
and  introduced  at  a  time  in  which 
it  might  reafooably  be  fuppofed 
government  would  be  defirous  of 

«D 

keeping  its  condudl  from  public 
inveftigation.  The  law  was  al¬ 
ready  armed  with  more  than  power 
fufficient  for  puni  filing  the  errors 
and  reffraining  the  exceffes  of  the 
prefs  ;  but  a  government  aiming  at 
tyranny  would  never  think  the 
prefs  enough  under  control,  until 
it  was  able  to  commit  every  out¬ 
rage  without  the  fear  of  reproach. 
To  practice  injuflice  without  hear¬ 
ing  of  it,  was  the  grand  defideratum 
and  key-ftone  of  tyranny;  and 
thus,  every  date  afpiring  at  that 
objedl,  never  failed  to  complain 
bitterly  of  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
prefs,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  com¬ 
ing  at  thofe  perfons,  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  public  prints,  who,  if  not 


venal,  were  marked  out  as  vic¬ 
tims. 

A  good  and  free  government 
had  nothing  to  apprehend,  and 
every  thing  to  hope,  from  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  prefs.  But  defpotifm 
courted  {hade  and  obfcurity :  it 
dreaded  the  fcrutinifing  eye  of  li¬ 
berty  :  and  if  an  arbitrary  difpofed 
prince,  fupported  by  an  unprin¬ 
cipled  minifter,  and  backed  by  a 
corrupt  parliament,  was  to  call 
about  for  means  to  fecure  fuch  a 
triple  tyranny,  no  means  better 
could  be  devifed  than  the  bill  up¬ 
on  the  table. 

The  great  man  with  whom  the 
minifter  feemed  condemned  to 
form  a  linking  and  everlafting 
contrail  (his  father),  when  prefled 
by  the  lycophants  of  his  time  to 
allow  a  meafure  of  this  kind  to  be 
brought  into  parliament  under  his 
adminiftration,  when  urged  to  it 
in  order  to  fupprefs  the  calumnies 
againft:  his  own  reputation,  replied 
with  a  dignity  of  foul  which 
ftamped  his  chara<fter — -uNo — the 
the  prefs,  like  the  air,  is  a  chartered 
libertine.”  The  prefent  minifters 
fought  to  fcare  us  into  their  mea- 
lures,  by  holding;  out  the  dread  of  a 
revolution,  whilft  themfelves  were 
the  greateft,  the  only  revolutionifts 
from  whom  we  had  any  thing  to 
fear,  from  whom  we  had  fuffered 
much,  and  had  Hill  more  to  expedl. 
They  had  already  nearly  complet¬ 
ed  a  great  revolution,  not  in  fa¬ 
vour  of,  but  againft  liberty.  He 
then  reminded  the  houfe  of  the 
unconftitutional  meafures  dailv  in- 
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troduced  :  one  he  faid,  he  could 
not  forbear  naming  ;  the  infamous 
practice  (by  which  the  whole  law 
of  imprifonment  was  changed)  of 
fending  men  to  thofe  Baftiles  which 
difgraced  the  country — thofe  pri¬ 
vate  prifons,  where,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  regulations,  punifhments 
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were  infliHed  upon  men  as  illegal 
as  they  were  cruel.  And  what  were 
thofe  regulations fo called  ?  To  keep 
men  in  difmal,  heart-fickening  foli- 
tude — to  feed  them  upon  bread  and 
water,  and  that  fcantily  too — to 
doom  them  to  hard  labour  (an  in¬ 
definite  term)  exacted  by  (tripes,  at 
the  will,  perhaps,  of  a  mercilefs 
go  ale  r.  If  this  was  not  tyranny, 
he  knew  not  what  the  definition 
or  e hence  of  tyranny  was.  Natu¬ 
ral  it  was  for  fuch  a  government  to 
complain  of  the  prefs :  it  was  part 
of  that  revolution  which  had  been 
brought  about,  and  which  the  pre- 
fent  bill  would  fecure,  the  feeds  of 
which  were  fown  as  early  as  t’  * 
acceffion  of  the  prefent  king  to 
the  throne;  and  the  effiedts  had  been 
forefeen  by  the  wife  lord  Chatham, 
and  the  country  had  been  fore¬ 
warned  by  him.  But  minifteriai 
corruption  blinded  the  nation  then, 
as  it  did  now  ;  and  there  was  reafon 
to  fear  it  would  end,  as  that  great 
ftatefman  foretold,  in  the  fubverfion 
of  our  old  free  conftitution,  and  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  German  govern¬ 
ment.  He  did  not  mean  this  as  a 
term  of  invective:  but  he  (irmly 
believed  there  was  a  plan  for  go¬ 
verning  this  country,  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  old  liberal  maxims,  as 
eftablifhed  at  the  Revolution,  but 
according  to  a  fyftem  repugnant  to 
every  principle  of  juftice  and  of 
liberty.  ■  The  bill  appeared  the 
more  dangerous,  becaufe  it  was  not 
a  diredt  open  attack — it  was  a  mea- 
fure  which  fapped  and  under¬ 
mined  ;  and,  without  wearing  the 
garb  of  violence,  like  the  (ilent 
lapfe  of  time,  was  fo  much  the 
more  certain  of  its  effefh  Seeing 
therefore  the  mifchief,  and  no  ade¬ 
quate  good  remitting  from  it,  rely¬ 
ing  upon  the  fenfe,  fpirit,  and 
well-founded  jealoufies  of  our 
forefathers  upon  this  fubjecl,  he 


concluded  with  faying,  he  would 
guide  his  condndt  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  by  their  judgment,  and 
decidedly  vote  againlt  fuch  a  bill, 
deriving,  as  it  did,  its  origin  from 
the  attorney-general  of  the  crown. 

Mr.  Ryder  rofe,  and  challenged 
any  one  to  prove  that  this  bill  had 
the  fmalleft  tendency  to  make  that 
criminal  which  was  not  criminal 
by  the  law  of  the  land  before.  It 
did  not  vary  the  manner  in  which 
libels  were  to  be  tried  ;  it  was  only 
to  prevent  the  evafions  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  newfpapers  from  be¬ 
ing  anfwerable  for  any  thing  which 
appeared  in  their  papers.  Anfwer¬ 
able  they  always  were  by  law ;  and 
this  was  to  compel  them  to  come 
forward,  and  abide  the  event  of  a 
fair  trial  in  a  court  of  juftice.  This 
was  not  only  the  law  of  England, 
but  of  all  countries,  under  all  go¬ 
vernments,  iince  the  prefs  had  been 
invented. 

Mr.  Sheridan  contended  that  it 
was  bad  in  principle.  Govern¬ 
ment  pretended  that  they  could  not 
find  the  editor  of  the  Courier;  but 
it  was  not  true;  there  was  always  a 
refponfible  perfon  concerned  in 
that  paper,  whofe  name  and  ad- 
drefs  mu  ft  be  at  the  damp-office. 
The  firft  objeeft  of  the  bill  was  to 
throw  all  the  newfpapers  into  the 
hands  of  government.  Such  he  was. 
afraid  would  (fill  be  the  e  freed  of  it. 
Per  lifting  in  this  meafure  only 
proved  there  was  a  (y Hematic  de- 
fign  to  put  an  end  to  the, liberty  of 
the  prefs  altogether.  The  vifible 
publisher  of  a  newfpaper  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  confidered  as  the  re¬ 
fponfible  perfon  in  a  court  of  jus¬ 
tice;  'but  now  a  different  plan  was 
adopted.  He  objected  to  this : 
there  were  many  who  contributed 
to  the  publication  of  very  excel¬ 
lent  works,  ufeful  to  the  public, 
who  yet  had  good  reafons  for  con¬ 
cealing 
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cealing  their  names.  What  was 
the  evil  of  this?  There  would  al¬ 
ways  be  a  publilher  eafily  brought 
forward  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes 
of  fecurity  for  what  was  printed. 
He  then  proceeded  to  fhow  that 
this  bill  tended  to  do  away  the 
fpirit  of  Mr.  Fox's  bill;  and,  laftly, 
objected,  (o  it,  becaufe  it  reverfed 
the  order  of  judicial  proceedings, 
by  calling  the  onus  on  the  per  ion 
accufed,  not  the  accufing  party. 

The  folic itor  -  general  replied, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  underhand  the  bill  :  infinu- 
ations  were  thrown  out  that  Go¬ 
vernment  was  deftroying  the  con- 
fitution  of  the  country — a  mod 
tinjuft  and  falfe  accufation.  In 
the  Courier  was  one  of  the  molt 
atrocious  libels  refpedling  French 
prifoners.  The  prevention  offuch 
libels  anonymoufly  put  in,  and  dif- 
feminated  far  and  wide,  was  alone 
the  objeft  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wifhed  to  know 
whether  the  editor  of  a  newfpaper, 
if  he  could  prove  the  paragraph 
had  been  taken  from  a  French  pa¬ 
per,  fhould  be  liable  to  the  pe¬ 
nalties  enadted  in  the  bill. 

The  folicitor-general  anfwered, 
that  if  the  paragraph  tended  to  in- 
fpire  contempt  of  his  majefty’s  per- 
fon  or  government,  the  editor  of  a 


newfpaper  publifhing  fuch  a  libel 
fhould  be  liable  to  thefe  penalties, 
whether  copied  from  a  French 
newfpaper  or  not. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  expreiTed  the 
flrongeft  difapprobation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  bill  was  op- 
pofed.  He  felt  particularly  flocked, 
he  faid,  at  the  language  ufed  by  fir 
Francis  Burdet ;  and  fill  more  fo, 
becaufe,  from  the  liberal  principles 
ot  that  baronet,  he  was  likely  to 
exprefs  the  fentiment  of  a  large 
community.  The  tendency  offuch 
expreffions  and  intemperate  zeal 
was  mifehievous. 

Mr  Robert  Thornton  faid,  that 
no  precaution  ought  to  be  omitted 
to  curb  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
prefs.  We  had  witnefed  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  the  revolution  in  France  ; 
we  had  to  deplore  the  rebellion  in 
Ireland  ;  the  principal  fource  of 
each  was  the  fcandalous  abufe  of 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  The  quef- 
tion  being  put  for  the  pofponing 
of  the  bill,  the  houfe  divided  : 

Ayes  9 

Noes  r  -  44 

Majority  -  35 

The  bill  afterwards  pafled  both 
houfts}  and  received  his  majefty’s 
affent. 


CHAP.  VI. 


Debates  in  the  Briti/k  Parliament  concerning  the  Affairs  of  Ireland,  The 
Earl  of  Moira's  Motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords — negatived.  Interefing 
Explanation  between  the  Earl  of  Moira  and  the  Marquis  of  Downfhire . 
The  Duke  of  LeinfeP  s  Motion  ref  pelting  Ireland.  Lord  G.  Cavcndifld  s 
Motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  fame  Subject — negatived.  Mr. 
Fox's  Motion  on  the  fame.  Subject — rejected.  Meffage  from  his  Majejly. 
Prspnfal from  certain  Militia  Regiments  to  ferve  in  Ireland.  Debates  on, 
this  Propofal  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords —  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons . 


THE  difeontents  in  Ireland  to  hafen  to  a  crifis;  and  the  diR 
began  about  the  commence-  turbances,  of  which  the  reader 
meat  of  this  fefipn  of  parliament  will  find  a  detail  in  our  next  chapter. 
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were  on  the  point  of  breaking  out. 
To  avert  thefe  calamities,  i'ome 
well-intentioned  members  endea¬ 
voured  to  intereft  the  Britifli  houfes 
of  parliament  in  favour  of  the 
Irifli  people,  and  to  recommend 
meafures  of  lenity  and  conciliation. 

* — How  far  thefe  endeavours  were, 
well-timed  or  judicious,  will  be 
difcuffed  in  the  fucceeding  chap¬ 
ter.  For  the  prefent,  we  fhall  con¬ 
tent  ourfelves  with  prefenting  a 
fimple  fketch  of  the  debates. 

On  the  2zd  of  November,  the 
earl  of  Moira  renewed  the  motion 
which  he  had  made  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  feffion  refpeding  the  affairs  of 
Ireland.  The  ftate  of  the  empire 
jn  general,  he  obferved,  was  ma¬ 
terially  altered  fmce  that  period  ; 
many  interefting  political  events 
had  taken  place  ;  the  moll  promi¬ 
nent  amongft  thefe  was  certainly 
the  rupture  of  the  late  negotiation 
for  peace.  This,  as  was  declared 
by  the  higheft  authority  to  that 
houfe  and  to  the  country,  was 
broken  off  on  no  trivial  grounds  : 
it  was  in  conlequence  of  no  lefs  a 
caufe  than  a  fettled  determination 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  fub- 
vert  the  conflitution  and  govern- 
ment  of  this  kingdom.  If  the  ftate- 
ment  was  juft,  he  entreated  their 
lordfhios  to  look  at  the  fatal  con- 

i 

fequences  which  fuch  a  profpeCt 
prefented.  He  fliould  argue  upon 
the  fuppofition,  that  this  reprefen- 
tation  was  juff,  though  his  own 
opinion  was  very  different.  If  the 
conteft  became  a  ftruggle  for  exift- 
ence  on  the  part  of  both  govern¬ 
ments,  what  was  the  end  to  which 
jt  would  lead  ?  what  was  to  be  the 
fitnation  of  the  country  under 

j 

this  protraffed  expenditure,  when 
its  finances  already  were  depreffed 
and  embarraffed  ?  If  this  event  of 
the  negotiation  had  been  forefeen 
(as  had  confidently  been  afferted), 


ought  not  provifion  to  have  been 
made  to  fupport  the  burdens  which 
it  rendered  neceffary  r  ought  not 
fome  means  to  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  to  enable  us  to  have  put  an 
end  to  the  caufe  from  which  the 
neceffity  of  the  conteft  proceeded  ? 
If  we  were  merely  to  hand  upon 
the  defen  five,  and  if  the  war  was 
to  be  protracted  a  year  longer  upon 
this  footing,  the  refources  of  this 
country  could  not  fuftain  the  em- 
barraffments  which  would  arife  in 
addition  to  the  difficulties  we  en¬ 
dured  already.  To  judge  of  our 
fituation,  it  would  be  neceffai  v  to 

'  w 

take  a  view  of  the  recent  events  of 
the  war.  No  perfon  rejoiced  more 
than  he  did  in  the  victory  obtained 
over  the  Dutch  fleet ;  yet  what 
was  the  effect  of  this  brilliant  ex¬ 
ploit  upon  the  hale  of  the  nation? 

It  was  acknowledged  that  forne  de- 
fign  had  been  in  agitation,  fome 
danger  had  been  threatened  ;  and  ' 
the  impending  mifehief  had  for 
the  moment  been  turned  afidej 
but  was  the  experiment  to  be  re¬ 
peated  !  were  we  contented  merely 
to  parry  the  blow  which  aimed  at 
our  exihence  ?  In  fuch  a  fyhem  he 
faw  nothing  but  ruin  to  our  re¬ 
fources,  nothing  but  complete  de- 
hrinhion  to  the  oppreffed  and  tot¬ 
tering  fabric  of  our  finances.  They 
had  indeed  been  extolled  as  ade¬ 
quate  to  anv  exertions  we  might  be 
called  upon  to  make;  but  he  pre- 
feffed  himfelf  at  a  iofs  to  difeover 
upon  what  foundation  this  fan- 
guine  reprefentation  had  been  built. 
He  did  not  deny  that  we  had  great 
means  of  defence  ;  but  he  muft 
complain  of  their  improper  appli¬ 
cation,  and  of  the  mifehievous 
confequences  that  refulted.  Theie 
were  rumours  of  new  fchemes  of 
finance,  and  extraordinary  ways  of 
fupporting  the  efforts  which  it 
would  be  neceffary  to  exert;  and 
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this  did  not  furnifh  a  very  encou¬ 
raging  argument  in  favour  of  our 
lit  nation. 

If,  however,  the  enemy  was  bent 
on  the  dehruCtion  of  our  conhitu- 
lion,  the  belt  mode  of  repelling  the 
danger  was  to  intereft  the  hearts  of 
the  people  in  defence  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  they  enjoyed.,  to  convince 
them  they  had  fomething  worth 
contending  for,  and  imp  refs  the  na¬ 
tion  with  the  bleffing  which  they 
might  lofe.  It  was  necefiary  alfo, 
that  every  part  of  the  country 
ibould  be  able  to  contribute  to  its 
defence.  His  lardfhip  faid,  he 
feared  that  this  was  not  the  cafe: 
he  had  feen  a  paper,  hating  the 
supplies  of  the  prefent  year,  which 
enumerated,  amongft  other  articles, 
a  fum  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland  ; 
and  this  was  fet  down  as  a  reafon 
for  continuing  the  rehri&ion  on  the 
bank.  If  Ireland,  inhead  of  being 
a  hi  fted  by  England,  was  now  (to 
lav  nothing  more)  but  a  dead 
weight  upon  her  in  her  prefent  em- 
barrafied  hate,  it  was  a  confidera- 
tion  of  the  moh  ferious  importance. 
When  our  refources  were  fo  vaunt¬ 
ed,  it  was  a  painful  reflexion  to 
Enow,  that  the  fiber  kingdom  was 
no  longer  in  a  condition  to  contri- 
bute  to  the  general  caufe.  If  Ire¬ 
land  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  hate  of 
wretchednefs,  that  men  actually 
died  for  want,  without  any  failure 
of  the  natural  fup plies  of  fubfih- 
erice;  if  manufactures  in  parts  of 
the  country,  where  formerly  they 
had  been  moh  flourifhing,  were  re- 
duced  to  nothing  5  if  the  induhry 
of  the  people  was  fufpended ;  to 
what  caufe  was  it  to  be  afcribed  ? 
When  the  increafing  commerce  of 
this  country  was  made  a  fubjeCt  of 
exultation,  who  would  rejoice  to 
think  it  was  increal'ed  at  the  expenfe 
of  the  fiber  kingdom  ?  If  the  ma¬ 
nufacturers  and  merchants  of  Eng¬ 


land  found  their  trade  extended,  he 
was  perfuaded  they  were  too  ge¬ 
nerous,  too  libera!,  too  high  of  fpi- 
rit,  and  too  juft,  to  wifii  to  engrofs 
profits  in  which  their  fellow’  f  ob¬ 
jects  in  Ireland  did  not  participate. 
In  the  addreftes  that  had  been  fent 
about,  to  Eo licit  fubfcrintions  for 
the  relief  of  the  diftrefled  manu¬ 
facturers  in  Ireland,  it  was  hated, 
that  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
out  of  employment  and  Itarving. 
He  referred  their  lordfhips  to  the 
application  made  by  the  lord-mayor 
of  Dublin  for  relief* j  by  which  do¬ 
cument  it  appeared,  that  upwards 
of  37,000  manufacturers  were  re¬ 
duced  to  the  extremity  of  d  iff  refs 
in  that  city.  To  prove  the  faCt, 
by  another  inhance,  in  the  towns 
ofBelfah  and  Newry,  the  cuboms 
had  ufually  produced  1 50,000!. ;  the 
prefent  produce  of  them  would  not 
amount  to  a  fifteenth  part  of  the 
fum.  The  c aufes  of  thefe  unhap¬ 
py  effeCts  there  muff  originate  in 
fomething  connected  with  the  in  - 
ternal  fyhem  of  the  country.  Laft 
year,  it  was  in  vain  that  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  their 
hate,  in  vain  he  predicted  the  c o li¬ 
fe  queue  es  which  our  fyhem  had 
now  produced.  The  fituation  of 
Ireland  was  now  more  urgent;  and, 
by  every  motive  of  juhiee  and  po¬ 
licy,  we  were  called  upon  to  reme¬ 
dy  the  evils  which  the  filter  king¬ 
dom  buffered,  and  to  prevent  thole 
which  might  ultimately  extend  to 
11s.  It  had  been  faid,  that  for  their 
lordfhips  to  interfere  would  be  to 
ufurp  an  authority  over  an  inde¬ 
pendent  country;  to  which  his  an- 
fwer  was,  that  the  circumhances 
were  fuch  as  might  be  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  an  addrefs  for  the  recal  of  a 
viceroy,  and,  therefore,  the  houfe 
was  competent  to  the  review  of 
fuch  proceedings.  To  move  this 
addrefs  was  far  from  his  intention  ; 

he 
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he  highly  refpedled  the  chara&er 
of  the  prefent  lord-lieutenant  of 
Ireland  ;  he  was  convinced  that  he 
ufed  every  effort  in  his  power  to  al¬ 
leviate  their  fituation  ;  but  he  mud 
contend,  that  the  plan,  fo  unwife 
in  its  application,  and  fo  obftiiiately 
purfued,  was  the  caufe  of  all  the 
calamities  which  it  endured.  The 
plan  was  a  plan  of  ill-judged  feve- 
ritv  ;  feverity,  not  only  in  indivi¬ 
dual  diredlion,  but  general  tenden- 
cv  ;  nor  were  the  meafures  warrant- 
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ed  by  found  policv.  Men,  influ¬ 
enced,  by  their  paflions,  who  were 
kept  conftantly  irritated  and  in¬ 
flamed,  might  fometimes  proceed 
to  inexcufable  lengths;  but  this  did 
not  juflify  a  fvffem  of  oppreffion. 
In  obferving  the  ftate  of  [reland, 
the  firff  thins:  that  ftruck  him  was 
the  light  in  which  it  was  cuftomarv 
for  the  military  to  view  an  Xrifn- 
man,  and  the  fatal  effedts  of  encou¬ 
raging  fuch  unjuft  prejudices:  in 
their  eftimation,  every  Irifhman 
was  a  rebel  to  the  Englifn  govern¬ 
ment,  and  all  kinds  of  infult  were 
exercifed  on  this  fuppofition,  even 
in  thofe  parts  of  the  country  where 
things  were  as  quiet  and  peaceable 
as  within  feven  miles  of  London. 
His  lordfhip  related  one  circum- 
ftance,  to  give  fome  idea  of  the  in¬ 
fult  to  which  every  man  there  was 
liable.  The  curfew  was  mentioned 
in  the  hiftory  of  England,  and  had 
always  been  confldered,  as  a  de¬ 
grading  badge  of  fervitude  ;  it  had 
been  eftablifiied  in  Ireland,  with  all 
the  rigour  of  barbarous  times.  Pti\ 
inftance  had  occurred  within  his 
own  knowledge,  in  which  a  party 
of  foldiers  had  come  to  the  houfe 
of  a  man  by  the  road  fide;  they 
infilled  upon  his  extingui filing  his 
fire  and  candle;  the  man  en¬ 
treated  that  he  might  be  permitted 
to  retain  his  light,  becaufe  his  in¬ 
fant  daughter  was  in  convulsions, 
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and  the  mother  hanging  over  the: 
child  in  its  bed,  in  agony  at  its  dif- 
trefs,  and  waiting  in  hopes  of  a 
favourable  moment,  to  offer  it  fome 
relief,  which  file  could  not  pofiibiy 
do  in  the  dark.  The  party,  how¬ 
ever,  infilled  that  the  fire  and 
light  fliouid  be  extinguifhed',  and 
all  further  oppofition  would  have 
been  fatal. 

In  former  times  it  had  been  the 
cuftom  for  Englifiimen  to  hold  the 
infamous  proceedings  of  the  inqui- 
fition  in  deteftation  :  one  of  the 
greateft  horrors  with  which  it  was 
attended  was,  that  the  perfon,  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  ciime  laid  to  his  charge, 
or  of  his  accufer,  was  torn  from 
his  family,  immured  in  a  prifon,  and 
in  the  moft  cruel  uncertainty  as  to 
the  period  of  his  confinement,  or 
the  fate  which  awaited  him.  To 
this  injuftice,  abhorred  by  proteft- 
ants  in  the  pradlice  of  the  inquisi¬ 
tion,  were  the  people  of  Ireland 
expofed.  All  confidence,  all  fecit- 
ritv,  were  taken  away.  In  alluding 
to  the  inquifition,  he  had  omit¬ 
ted  to  mention  one  of  its  charac¬ 
ter  iftic  features.  If  the  fup poked 
culprit  refufed  to  acknowledge  the 
crime  with  which  he  was  charged, 
he  was  put  to  the  rack,  to  extort 
confeffion  of  whatever  crime  was 
alleged  againfi:  him  by  the  preffure 
of  torture.  The  fame  proceedings 
had  been  introduced  in  Ireland. 
When  a  man  was  taken  up  on  fii- 
fpicion,  he  was  put  to  the  torture  ; 
nay,  if  he  was  merely  accufed  of 
concealing  the  guilt  of  another. 
The  rack,  indeed,  was  not  at  hand  ; 
but  the  punishment  of  picqueting 
was  in  pradlice,  which  had  been 
for  fome  years  abolifhed,  as  too  in¬ 
human,  even  in  the  dragoon  fer- 
vice.  He  had  known  a  man,  in 
order  to  extort  confeflion  of  a  flip- 
pofed  crime,  or  of  that  of  fome  of 
his  neighbours,  picqueted  till  he 
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actually  fainted ;  picqueted  a  fi> 
condtime  till  he  fainted  again  ;  and, 
as  foon  as  he  came  to  himfelf,  pic- 
queted  a  third  time,  till  he  once 
more  fainted  ;  and  all  upon  mere 
fufpicion  !  Nor  was  this  the  only 
fpecies  of  torture :  men  had  been 
taken  and  hung  up  till  they  were 
half  dead,  and  then  threatened 
with  the  repetition  of  this  cruel 
treatment,  unlefs  they  made  con- 
feffion  of  the  imputed  guilt.  Thefe 
were  not  particular  afts  of  cruelty, 
exercifed  bv  men  abufing  the  pow¬ 
er  committed  to  them,  but  they 
formed  a  part  of  our  fvflem.  They 
were  notorious  ;  and  no  perfon 
could  lav  who  would  be  the  next 
victim  of  the  oppreffion  and  cruel¬ 
ty  which  he  faw  others  endure. 
This,  however,  was  not  all  ;  their 
Iordfhips,  no  doubt,  would  re¬ 
collect  the  famous  proclamation 
blued  by  a  military  commander 
in  Ireland,  requiring  the  people  to 
give  up  their  arms  :  it  never  was 
denied  that  this  proclamation  was 
illegal,  though  defended  on  lome 
fuppofed  neceffity  ;  but  it  was  not 
furprifing,  that  any  reluctance  had 
been  flioWn  to  comply  with  it,  by 
men  who  conceived  the  conftitu- 
tion  gave  them  a  right  to  keep  arms 
in  their  houfes  for  their  own  de¬ 
fence  ;  and  they  could  not  but  feel 
indignation  in  being  called  upon  to 
give  up  their  right.  In  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  order,  the  greatell  cruel¬ 
ties  had  been  committed  :  if  any  one 
was  fufpefited  to  have  concealed 
weapons  of  defence,  his  houfe,  his 
furniture,  and  ail  his  property,  was 
burnt  :  but  this  was  not  all ;  if  it  was 
fuppofed  thatany  diftriCt  had  not  fur- 
rendered  all  the  arms  which  it  con-, 
tained,  a  party  was  fent  out  to  col¬ 
led  the  number  at  which  it  was 
rated  ;  and,  in  the  execution  of  this 
order,  thirty  houfes  were  fome- 
limes  burned  down  in  a  Single  night. 


Officers  took  upon  themfelves  fd 
decide  difcretionally  the  quantity  of 
arms  ;  and  upon  their  opinions  thefe 
fatal  confequences  followed.  Many 
fuch  cafes  might  be  enumerated; 
but,  from  prudential  motives,  he 
wi filed  to  draw  a  veil  over  more  ag¬ 
gravated  fads  which  he  could  have 
dated,  and  which  he  was  willing  to 
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atteft  before  the  privy  council,  or  at 
their  lordships’  bar.  Thefe  fads 

A. 

were  well  known  in  Ireland,  but 
they  could  not  be  made  public 
through  the  channel  of  the  news- 
papers,  for  fear  of  that  fummary 
mode  of  punifhment  which  had 
been  pradifed  towards  the  Northern 
Star,  when  a  party  oftroops,  in  open 
day  (and  in  a  town  where  the  ge¬ 
neral’s  head-quarters  were),  went 
and  deOroyed  all  the  offices  and 
property  belonging  to  that  paper  : 
it  uras  thus  authenticated  accounts 
were  fuppreffied.  His  lord  Ship  con  ¬ 
cluded  with  entreating  the  houfe 
to  take  into  ferious  confideration 
their  prefent  meafures,  which,  in¬ 
stead  of  removing  difeontents,  had 
increafed  the  number  of  thedifeon- 
tented  :  the  moment  of  concilia¬ 
tion  was  not  yet  paiTed  ;  but  if  the 
fyftem  were  not  changed,  he  was 
convinced  Ireland  would  not  re¬ 
main  conneded  with  this  country 
five  years  longer. 

Lord  Grenville,  in  reply,  faid, 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  no  fmall  dif¬ 
ficulty  to  enter  into  the  queftion 
now  brought  forward,  on  the  vague 
grounds  and  ifoiated  faffs  upon 
which  it  was  fupported.  The  noble 
baron  had  fpoken  of  our  deprefied 
refources,  and  ill-applied  means  of 
defence;  and  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  Should  the  war  be  pro¬ 
tracted  another  year,  its  fure  confe- 
quence  would  be  the  ruin  of  the 
country.  An  opinion  fo  dishearten¬ 
ing  and  unfounded,  he  hoped,  would 
be  Singular.  For  his  part,  he  was 
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fully  fatisfied,  that  we  had  means 
and  rel'ources  abundantly  fnfficient 
to  profecute  the  conteft,  not  only 
one  year,  but  to  the  utmoft  extent 
which  the  imagination  of  any  man 
could  fuppofe  the  enemy  to  purfue 
it.  Our  naval  exploits,  our  brilliant 
victories,  and  the  advantages  refult- 
ing  from  them,  were  juft  reafons 
for  exultation.  But  what  are  we 
told  ? — that  we  had  only  parried  a 
danaei  /  Could  the  houfe  hear  with 
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patience  fo  low  a  ftatement  of  our 
important  fuc cedes  ?  Whatever  our 
fituation  was,  be  it  more  or  lefs  ex- 
pofed  to  difficulty  and  danger,  it 
admonifhes  us  cordially  to  unite  in 
the  defence  of  our  conftitution. 
For  the  neceffitv  of  this  concur- 
rende,  he  appealed,  not  only  to 
England,  but  to  every  branch  and 
member  of  the  Bridfh  empire,  whole 
individual  intereft  and  fafety,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  public,  mull  de¬ 
pend  on  this  co-operation.  He  was 
far  from  being  able  to  difcern  what 
fhould  alienate  the  affect ions  of  Ire¬ 
land,  or  indifpofe  her  from  this  ge¬ 
neral  union.  He  exprefted  his  fur- 
prife  to  hear  this  government  ac- 
cufed  of  hoftile  difpofitions  towards 
the  fider  country,  or  eager  to  keep 
up  in  it  a  fyftem  of  coercion.  He 
confidently  appealed  to  the  houfe, 
whether  we  had  ever  abandoned 
meafures  of  conceffion  or  concilia¬ 
tion?  For  the  whole  lpace  of  thirty 
years  his  majefty’s  government  had 
been  diftinguiflied  bv  the  fame  uni- 
form  tendernefs  of  regard,  by  the 
fame  adherence  to  the  principles  of 
a  mild  fyftem.  Among!!  the  various 
inftances  exhibited,  of  liberalitv  and 
kindnefs  on  the  part  of  this  country 
towards  Ireland,  he  adverted  to  the 
eftabliftiment  of  its  parliament  into 
an  independent  legidature,  and  a 
wide  extenfion  of  its  commercial 
privileges  :  nor  could  we  enter 
into  a  difcuffion  like  the  prefent, 
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confident  with  the  independence  we 
had  dm  eft  io  tied  :  it  would  bean  u  ndue 
interference  with  the  Irifti  leoifta- 
ture,  and  might  be  regarded  as  a 
manifeft  breach  of  folemn  compact. 
The  agitation  of  the  queftion  would 
be  an  impropriety  in  the  houfe,  and 
he  would  ufe  no  further  argu meats 
to  prove  it.  But  that  which  had 
excited  his  aftoniftiment  in  the  earl 
of  Moira’s  fpeech,  was,  the  cruelties 
faid  to  be  promoted  by  the  Britifh 
military,  at  the  inftigation  of  our 
government.  It  was,  indeed,  no 
arduous  talk  to  exonerate  the  for¬ 
mer  from  any  charges  of  inhumani¬ 
ty.  Bravery,  clemency,  and  good 
nature,  were  the  characteriftic  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  Englifh  difpofition. 
That  there  might  be  individual  ex¬ 
ceptions,  he  pretended  not  to  fav  ; 
but,  if  fuch  exceftes  were  perpe¬ 
trated,  were  there  no  courts  of  juf- 
tice,  no  laws,  no  magiftrates,  no 
tribunals  open  to  the  complaints  of 
the  oppreffed?  Ireland  had  its  ju¬ 
ries  as  well  as  this  country,  and  the 
fame  fafeguards  were  provided  for 
the  lives  of  the  Irifti  as  for  Englifti- 
men.  Indeed,  if  a  fyftem  fo  rigor¬ 
ous  as  was  deferibed,  had  been  pur- 
fued,  it  mu  ft  naturally  be  refented 
by  a  fpirited  and  independent  peo¬ 
ple.  But  what  was  the  object  for 
which  thefe  troops  were  fent  over? 
To  protect  the  great  body  of  the 
people  againft  confpiracv  and  aflaf- 
fi nation;  to  overawe  and  counter¬ 
act:  the  machinations  of  a  fet  of 
men,  who  were  actively  plotting  the 
deft  ruction  of  their  country,  and  fa- 
vouring  the  defigns  of  our  moil 
inveterate  enemy.  If  againft  fuch 
men  they  had  been  at  times  incited 
to  acts  of  harftinefs  and  feverity;  ir 
they  had  been  occafionally  warmed 
into  a  fenfe  of  indignation,  which 
broke  out  into  infu Its  and  outrages, 
no  one,  who  underftood  the  heart 
of  mao,  would  wonder.  What  was 

more 
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more  natural  than  that  a  large  body 
of  Englifhmen  fhould  be  enraged 
again!!  the  abettors  of  a  confpiracy, 
to  deliver  up  the  country  to  the 
French  invaders  ?  That  luch  a 
fyftem  did  exift,  had  been  proved? 
and  that  large  fums  had  been  diftri- 
buted  to  hire  aftalfins  to  murder 
thofe  who  were  inimical  to  their 
traitorous  plans;  to  intimidate  all 
witneffes,  who  came  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  againft  them  ;  and  even  to 
deter  juries  from  giving  a  confcien- 
tious  verdict.  Were  not  the  fame 
terrors  hung  over  the  heads  of  the 
judges  and  magiftrates,to  fcarethem 
from  the  performance  of  their  fa- 
cred  duty  ?  Was  this  a  fyftem  to  be 
viewed  with  the  cool  compofure, 
and  deliberate  circumfpedtion,  of 
civil  prudence  ?  Impoilible  V  But  it 
was  the  caufe  which  was  to  be  la¬ 
mented;  and  if  it  had  inftigated 
fome  fpirited  individuals  to  aCts  of 
cruelty,  they  were  to  be  attri- 
bated  to  thofe  men  whole  atroci¬ 
ous  conduct  and  evil  defigns  had 
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provoked  them.  Keen,  notwith- 
ftanding  mu  ft  be  the  regret  which 
inch  unwarrantable  revenge  had 
excited  in  every  humane  bofom. 
The  fame  fen  fat  ions  mu  ft  be  awak¬ 
ened  upon  this  fubjedt  in  the  Irifli ; 
and  here  he  could  not  withhold 
joining  the  tribute  of  praife  paid  by 
earl  Moira  to  the  prelent  governor 
of  Ireland.  No  public  man,  placed 
In  ib  critical  a  fttnation  as  lord 
Camden,  had  ever  difplayed  more 
exemplary  moderation  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  a  painful  duty.  If  fevere 
meafures  had  been  adopted,  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  country  had  re¬ 
quired  it  ;  and  it  any  partial  abufes 
cxiftecj,  we  had  only  to  lament 
them.  He  could  not,  therefore,  fee 
tv hat  utility  could  be  derived  from 
the  removal  of  a  perfon  whofe  con- 
dudt  was  thps  commendable,  and 
v/hofe  only  care  feemed  to  be  a 


punctual  execution  of  the  laws.  If 
any  abufe  attended  the  fyftem,  on 
which  the  government  of  Ireland 
had  a£ted,  the  laws  were  open  to 
grant  redrefs,  and  inflidt  punifh- 
ment.  No  imputation  could  juftly 
be  caft  upon  the  Britifh  military ,- 

vvho;had  been  fent  to  Ireland  for 

-  1 

the  purpofe  of  protection,  and  were 
paid  by  that  country  for  defending, 
their  liberties.  Now  wTas  it  onlv  the 
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Engiilli  military  who  a&ed  on  thefe 
lamentable  occafions?  The  nobility 
and  gentry  of  Ireland  were  actively 
employed  in  the  fame  fervice;  and 
to  their  fpirited  exertions  would 
the  Irifli  owe  their  laws,  their 
properties,  and  their  lives.  Of 
the  prefs,  which  was  faid  to  be 
abridged  of  all  its  freedom  moft: 
unjuftly,  he  held  now  in  his  hands 
a  paper  printed,  the  contents  of 
which  were  too  Blocking  to  read  : 
its  avowed  object  was  to  point  out 
innocent  men,  by  name,  to  the 
poignard  of  aftaftins.  It  loaded  his 
majefty  with  the  moft  op  p  rob  Ions 
epithets,  and  reviled  the  Englifli  na¬ 
tion  with  every  term  of  contumely, 
affirming  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
Irifli  man  to  wreft  from  the  hand  of 
Englijh  ruffians  the  property  which 
thole  Englifli  ruffians  had  wrefted 
from  their  anceftors.  This  was  no 
ambiguous  language  ;  it  developed 
their  projeCl  of  Separating  ,  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  an  objeCt 
which  was  fuggiefted  by  France;, 
and  if  this  impious  attempt  fhould 
fucceed,  what  would  be  the  refult, 
but  that  confufion,  anarchy,  and' the 
public  enemy,  would  rufh  in  upon 
the  country  ?  Such  was  the  fituation 
in  which  an  open  confpiracy  had 
reduced  the  lifter  kingdom;, and 
how  could  it  be  meliorated  but  by 
a  fyftem  of  vigorous  laws;  nor 
could  thefe  laws  be  enforced  with¬ 
out  entrufting  great  power  to  thofe 
nu  whom  we  impofe  the  arduous 
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talk  of  enforcing  them.  The  quef- 
tion  was,  would  their  lordfhips  in- 
terpofe  on  the  prefent  occafion,  and 
tell  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  and 
the  Irifh  magiftracy,  that  we  were 
more  careful  of  the  interefts  and 
happinefs  of  their  people  than  they 
themfelves  were;  and  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  military  were  not  to  obey  the 
Irifh  laws,  but  the  arbitrary  inflruc- 
tions  of  the  Britifli  parliament  ? 
Earl  Moira  faid,  that  no  fentiment 
had  fallen  from  him  to  that  effect. 
He  had  not  reprobated  the  troops 
in  Ireland  for  obeying  the  law,  but 
the  conduct  of  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment,  which  was  repugnant  to 
the  feelings  of  the  Irifli  people,  in- 
confident  with  the  Britifli  charac¬ 
ter,  and  highly  injurious  to  the  real 
interefts  ot  both  countries. 

He  afked  the  noble  fecretary, 
whether  he  knew  of  any  point, under 
the  general  relation  of  the  two 
countries  to  each  other,  in  which 
any  peer  of  parliament  had  a 
clearer  right  to  addrefs  them  than 
himfelf  on  the  prefent  fubjecft  ?  and* 
if  he  were  now  to  move  an  addrefs 
to  his  majefty  to  remove  lord 
Camden,  whether  he  was  not  com¬ 
petent  to  make,  and  the  houfe  to 
agree,  to  fuch  a  motion  ?  He  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  cafe  which  occurred  in 
a  reign  when  no  privileges  of  the 
parliament  were  fuppofed  to  en¬ 
croach  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown — the  reion  of  Charles  the 

o 

lid.  The  cafe  was  that  of  the  duke 
of  Lauderdale.  The  parliament 
of  Scotland  was  then  independent 
of  this  country,  and  both,  flood 
precifely  in  the  fituation  that  Ire¬ 
land  now  did  refpedling  England  ; 
and  yet  the  parliament  here  came 
to  3  vote,  that  the  evil  counfellors 
about  the  king  was  a^grievance,  and 
that  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  was 
not  fit  to  be  trufled  in  any  office  or 
/place  of  truft,  w  hi  iff  he  was  in 
170S. 
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Scotland  :  which  vote  was  aoubtleft* 
intended  to  have  been  followed  by 
an  impeachment,  which  did  not 
take  place,  owing  to  the  difTolution 
of  parliament  which  loon  followed. 
But  this  illuflrated  the  principle, 
and  eftabli filed  the  right  of  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Britifh  parliament  bring¬ 
ing  forth  a  motion  to  advife  Ills  ma- 

•  1 

ieffv  to  remove  any  of  his  minifters 

J  J  J 

in  fuch  part  of  his  dominions  as  were 
pofTcffied  of  legiflative  bodies  of  its 
own.  If,  therefore,  from  motives 
of  refpe£l  to  the  high  flation  and 
perlonal  character  of  lord  Camden, 
he  forbore  agitating  the  queflion,  it 
was  not  becaufe  he  was  not  entitled 
fo  to  do,  if  there  exifled  a  neceffity 
for  fo  doing. 

Lord  Grenville,  lie  faid, had  only- 
taken  notice  of  partial  points  and 
incidental  abufes.  He  had  dated 
facts  :  a  combination,  he  would  ad¬ 
mit,  was  formed  in  Ireland,  and  a 
molt  powerful  alarming  combina¬ 
tion  ;  but  coercion  was  not  the 
means  of  didblving  it.  But  had 
not  the  courfe  of  conduct  adopted 
by  the  Britifli  legiflature  for  thefe 
thirty  years  pad  been  a  uniform 
feries  of  conciliatory  meafures  ? 
to  which  he  replied,  it  did  not  be¬ 
come  the  fecretary  of  date  to  lay 
much  ftrefs  on  the  Britifh  legifla¬ 
ture  towards  Ireland,  while,  by  his 
own  admiffion,  it  exercifed  an  au¬ 
thority  fo  unwarrantable,  that  the 
Britifli  legiflature  fifteen  years  fitice, 
on  a  principle  of  juflice,  thought  fit 
to  renounce  it  altogether. 

There  exifled  a  confpiracy  of 
united  Irifhmen  ;  and  many  per¬ 
rons  who  had  joined  that  body  had 
committed  acts  culpable  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  ;  but  he  did  not  believe  the 
caufe  affigned  juft  now  was  the 
real  one:  it  was  not  originally  with 
the  defign  of  overturning  the  con- 
ftitution  that  thefe  Irifhmen  united; 
it  was  with  the  view  of  a.  parlia- 
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mentarv  reform;  nor  could  they  be 
cenfured  for  it,  when  the  houfe  of 
commons  itfelf  had  come  to  a  re- 
folution  for  thatpurpofe.  He  was 
far  from  approving  the  outrages 
alleged,  and  fome  of  which  he  did 
not  doubt  they  had  committed  ;  but 
the  odious  detedable  practice  of 
affaffinations  did  not  arife  from  any 
fettled  plan  to  overturn  govern¬ 
ment,  but  from  private  malice  and 
revenge,  the  effeCt  of  perfonal  dis¬ 
putes.  The  date  of  Ireland  was 
mod  deplorable ;  it  was  too  j>reffing 
to  admit  delay  ;  and  what  would  be 
the  confequence  if  an  army  was 
to  land  under  the  prefent  fydem 
of  coercion?  DedruCtion — which 
would  extend  to  Britain.  There 
could  be  no  reliance  placed  upon 
the  people  unlefs  they  had  hopes  of 
conciliation  :  he  again  mod  drong- 
ly  recommended  it.  He  dood  there 
not  merely  as  a  peer  of  parliament, 
not  as  a  member  of  a  judicial  affem- 
bly,  but  in  the  capacity  of  an  here¬ 
ditary  counfellor  of  the  crown.  He 
offered  this  advice  to  his  majefty  in 
that  houfe,  he  offered  it  to  their 
lordfhips,  and  he  offered  it  to  the 
country,  confcious  of  having  per¬ 
formed  an  important  duty  in  thefe 
arduous  times. 

The  lord  chancellor  rofe  to 
reCtify  an  expreffion,  he  faid,  of 
his  noble  friend,  who  had  dated 
that  it  was  a  point  of  form  for  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  ab- 
dain  from  any  interference  with  the 
independent  legiflature  of  Ireland's 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  not  merely 
the  form,  but  the  effence  of  pub¬ 
lic  faith  and  judice:  it  was  matter 
of  faCt,  that  Ireland  was  as  compe¬ 
tent  by  law  to  make  laws,  fuper- 
intend  the  adtninidration  of  judice. 
enact  any  meafure  for  its  internal 
regulation,  in  like  manner  as  Great 
Britain  ever  had  done  formerly,  or 
did,  at  the  prefent  moment,  for  this 


country  ;  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe 
there  the  parliament  had  an  unap¬ 
pealable  jurifdiCtion,  which  there 
was  no  power  in  this  kingdom  t cf 
alter  or  vafy.  The  cafe  of  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale  was  not  appli¬ 
cable,  for  though  he  was  a  member 
of  the  executive  government,  it 
was  not  on  any  aCtion  in  his  offi¬ 
cial  capacity  that  the  vote  to  ad- 
drefs  his  majedy  to  remove  him 
was  founded.  It  was  becaufe  he 
was  one  of  the  cabal  (as  the  famous 
adminidration  of  that  period,  1673, 
was  then  called),  not  for  his  con- 
dud:  in  Scotland,  that  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale  fell  under  the  animad- 
verfion  of  parliament:  there  was 
no  attempt  of  the  Englidi  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  Scotch  parliament. 

It  was  too  true,  that  many  indi¬ 
viduals  have  been  affaffinated  in 
Ireland,  and  many  more  marked 
out  for  affaffination  :  this,  though 
lord  Moira  thought  it  arofe  from 
malice  and  revenge,  was  to  him  a 
proof  that  there  exided  a  drong 
confpiracv  againd  all  whofe  duty 
it  was  to  preferve  order.  He  was 
called  upon  (he  faid)  to  bear  this 
tedimony,  as  alfo  of  the  printed 
paper  before  mentioned  ;  by  which 
it  was  too  evident  that  a  number 
of  individuals  were  doomed  to  be 
the  victims  of  dedruCtion  in  future. 

As  to  the  regulation  of  putting 
out  the  lights,  which  had  been  con- 
fidered  as  a  badge  of  flaverv,  it  de-r 
pended  on  circumdances  whether 
it  was  fo  or  not :  in  the  prefent 
indance,  it  was  a  humane  as  well 
as  a  prudent  regulation.  If  there 
was  good  reafon  to  fufpeCt  that 
there  were  dangerous  confpiracies 
carrying  on  in  the  houfes  in  quef- 
tion,  by  enforcing  the  extinction 
of  fire  and  candle,  the  inhabitants 
were  prevented  from  incurring  the 
guilt,  and  refcued  from  the  punish¬ 
ment  of  nefarious  practices  :  he 

knew 
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knew  nothing  of  its  being  impro¬ 
perly  enforced  ;  it  was  a  meafure 
fuggefled  to  the  parliament  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  they  had  confidered  and  de¬ 
termined  on  it ;  for  us,  it  was  ufe- 
lefs  to  cavil  at  it,  as  there  was  no 
power  in  this  country  to  put  an 
end  to  that  regulation  it  was  par¬ 
ticularly  unfit  for  the  difcuffion  of 
the  houfe,  as  their  lord  (hips  had  no 
-authentic  information  of  the  griev¬ 
ances  of  Ireland  in  the  firfi  place  ; 
no  power  to  redrefs  them,  if  exift- 
ing,  in  the  fecond;  they  could  not 
pafs  an  opinion  on  them  regularly, 
tior  attempt  to  a£l,  without  fub- 
verting  law,  and  counteracting  au¬ 
thority.  But  arms  had  been  de- 
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manded,  when  they  only  were  re¬ 
tained  for  felf-defence,  This  might 
be  a  fa£t,  and  juflified  by  the  fame 
neceffity.  Times  of  imminent  dan¬ 
ger  required  vigorous  exertions:  but 
was  this  any  proof  that  Ireland  was 
not  governed  bylaw?  Thofe  who 
bell  knew  the  officers  of  the  courts 
of  law  there  would  atteft,  that  no¬ 
thing  need  be  feared  for  want  of 
the  due  adminiftration  of  juflice  in 
that  country.  It  was  from  misin¬ 
formation,  or  too  hafty  zeal,  that 
any  infinuations  were  thrown  upon 
the  Irifh  parliament  by  the  noble 
lord,  as  if  they  would  not  take 
care  of  the  welfare  and  the  interefls 
of  the  people  of  that  country.  For 
himfelf,  he  could  not  help  ex- 
preffing  a  hope,  that  in  future  a 
little  reflexion  would  take  piace 
before  any  observations  were  made 
public  Which  might  irritate  the 
minds  of  men,  but  which,  refling 
iipon  bare  afiertion,  however  re- 
fpe£table,  could  lead  to  no  eonclu- 
fioiis  but  errors.  -  v 

Earl  Moira  laid,  that  he  fuf- 
pe&ed  the  paper  alluded  to  only 
to  be  an  invention,  to  jullify  the 
ineafitres  adopted  and  complained 
of  in  Ii*elandf  No  printer  of  a 
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newfpaper  could  have  gained  it 
from  an  authentic  fource ;  for  no 
man  concerned  in  a  confpiracy  for 
afiaffination  would  communicate 
his  own  criminal  intention,  or  that 
of  his  colleagues.  It  was  not  bv  a 
fyllem  of  terror  that  allaffi nation 
was  to  be  prevented  :  if  you  wifli 
to  prevent  it  (continued  his  lord- 
fliip),  awaken  them  to  the  fenfe  of 
its  bafenefs  :  by  Hating  to  them 
only  that  it  is  Cruel,  you  produce 
no  good,  as  they  are  actuated  by 
paffions  which  have  been  worked 
up  into  fury;  they  cannot  be  de¬ 
terred  by  any  thing  you  Can  fay  of 
Cruelty.  Give  them  an  elevated 
idea  of  their  own  condition  ;  teach 
them  to  feel  the  dignity  of  human 
nature  undebafed  by  guilt,  and 
u'r.flained  by  the  foulefl,  as  it  is 
the  meanelt  of  crimes,  afiaffina¬ 
tion  ;  and  this  can  onlv  be  done 
by  convincing  them  that  they  live 
under  a  juft  and  equitable  govern¬ 
ment. 

Lord  Grenville  proteHed  that  he 
did  not  take  his  information  from 
any  newfpaper,  but  from  a  printed 
hand-bill,  which  bore  at  its  head 
a  defcription  of  a  number  of  per  - 
fons,  who  were  known  as  witnefies, 
informers,  and  fpies,  and  were  to 
be  confidered  as  proper  objects  fof 
death-^the inference  was,  every  per- 
fon  concerned  in  bringing  the  united 
Irifhmen  to  juflice  was  to  be  afiafii- 
nated.  He  traded  that  he  knew  too 
much  of  the  difpofition  of  men  be¬ 
longing  to  public  afi’emblies  toattri^ 
bute  to  them  all  the  fame  motives  and 
the  fame  views;  but  the  object  of 
mofl  of  the  a£ting  and  leading  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  united  Irifhmen  was,  to 
overthrow  the  government  of  that 
country,  and  render  it  a  province 
to  France. 

The  queflion  of  adjournment  was 
then  put  and  carried. 

After  this  debate,  no  diredt  motieu 
K  3  was 
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was  introduced  on  the  affairs  of  Ire¬ 
land  in  the  houfe  of  peers  till  the 
month  of  March ;  hut  many  cafual  al- 
lufions  were  made  to  them,  as  our 
readers  muit  have  perceived,  in  the 
agitation  of  other  in bj efts.  In  the 
courfeofone  of  chefe,  aeonvertation 
took  place  between  the  earl  of  Moira, 
and  the  marquis  of  Downfliire,  in 
which  the  gauntlet  dropped  by  the 
former  nobleman  was  taken  up  by 
the  other,  with  refpeft  to  the  proofs 
to  be  exhibited  of  feverities  exer- 
cifed  by  the  military  on  the  people 
of  Ireland.  »• 

On  Monday,  26th  of  March,  the 
houfe  was  more  than  nfually  at¬ 
tended,  to  hear  the  explanation  be¬ 
tween  the  earl  of  Moira,  and  the 
marquis  of  Down  (hire,  refpefting 
the  ff ate  of  Ireland. 

The  earl  of  Moira  opened  the 
fubjeft  with  fupporting  his  former 
atfertions.  He  had  the  affidavits  of 
one  hundred  perfons,  he  fakl,  to 
prove  that  terror  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in'  forcing  confeflions  from 
individuals  againft  themfelves,  and 
againft  their  neighbours :  that  tor¬ 
ture  had  been  ufed,  fuch  as  picquet- 
tingand  half- hanging ;  that  houfes 
had  been  burnt  mod  wantonly,  and 
in  prodigious  numbers.  The  de¬ 
ponents  were  ready  to  come  for¬ 
ward  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  with 
their  teftimonies ;  and  he  had  but 
one  reafon  for  not  calling  upon 
them,  which  was,  the  irritated  (late 
of  Ireland  ;  and  for  this  reafon  he 
de filled  from  doing  any  thing  to 
exafperate  :  but  if  he  was  obliged, 
by  a  denial  of  thefe  aflertions,  to 
produce  his  proofs  of  them,  he 
mud,  in  his  own  vindication,  make 
them  public  ;  otherwife,  he  would 
content  himfelf  with  placing  his 
affidavits  in  the  hands  of  the  noble 
lord  upon  the  wool  hack,  without 
dating  their  contents.  He  called 
upon  the  marquis  to  advance 


what  he  thought  fit  upon  thtf 

fubjeft. 

The  marquis  of  Downfhire  re¬ 
plied,  that  he  was  well  convinced 
his  lord fliip  could  have  no  Im¬ 
proper  motive  for  introducing 
it,  though  it  would  have  given 
him  peculiar  fatisfaftion  not  to 
have  it  agitated  here,  having,  he 
conceived,  no  right,  as  peers  of  a 
Briti (h  houfe  of  parliament,  to  dif- 
cufs  the  matter;  and  the  difeuffion 
led  to  danger.  Zeal  had  carried 
the  noble  lord  too  far  in  his  refent- 
roents  again d  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment.  He  was  ready  to  admit, 
that  fome  of  the  army,  perhaps  the 
undifciplined  troops,  might  have 
done  wrong;  but  be  would  con¬ 
tend  it  was  not  in  confequence  of 
their  orders.  ExcelTes  had  been 
committed,  but  thefe  had  been  ex¬ 
aggerated.  It  was  the  cafe  in  the 
American  war  ;  and  lord  Moira 
might  remember  (for  he  had  ferved 
in  it  with  as  much  benefit  to  his 
country  as  honour  to  himfelf),  how 
often  the  oppofition  newfpapers 
abufed  the  army  under  his  lord- 
fliip’s  command  for  outrages  and 
cruelty  ;  and  when  he  now  ex- 

j  ' 

prefled  his  anger  againd  military' 
ex,cefles,  he  might  recolleft  how  diffi¬ 
cult  it  was  to  reftrain  them.  Refpeft- 
ine  coercive  meafures,  he  favv  the 

O  ' 

neceflity  of  them  ;  nor  would  he  dif- 
own,  nor  was  heafhamed,  of  having 
been  one  of  the  fir  ft  to  advilb 
them  ;  the  firft  to  recommend  to  the 
executive  government  to  iffiue  the 
proclamation  which  was  iflued  in 
the  county  of  Down.  He  faid 
then,  and  he  faid  now,  that  the 
united  Irifhmen  held  forth  the 
emancipation  of  the  catholics,  and 
a  parliamentary  reform,  as  a  balk¬ 
ing  borfe,  to  deceive  the  -vulgar 
and  the  ignorant.  Very  different 
fentiments  were  entertained  by  the 
refpeft  able  a,nd  r  e  H  e  ft  i  n  g  .p  eppjffig^f 

Ireland 
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Ireland.  He  never  knew  a  catholic 
of  education  who  was  a  friend  to 
what  was  called  unqualified  emanci¬ 
pation,  nor  an  enlightened  pro- 
teftant  who  was  an  advocate  for 
radical  reform.  The  curfew  was 
the  mere  tolling  of  a  bell,  to  warn 
the  inhabitants  to  put  out  their 
lights  at  a  certain  hour  in  the 

u 

evening,  and  that  practice  was  en¬ 
forced  only  in  the  proclaimed  di- 
ftricls.  As  to  the  proclamation, 
which  was  fo  much  complained 
as  an  engine  of  terror,  it  was 
no  terror  to  the  good  ;  it  was  a 
protection  to  his  majefty’s  fubjedts 
in  their  perfons  and  properties,  and 
apreeable  to  the  willies  of  all  who 

o 

did  not  leek  to  make  Ireland  a  pro¬ 
vince  of  France. 

The  marquis  then  read  fome  au¬ 
thentic  documents,  hating  the  im¬ 
ports  and  exports,  excife  ahd  cuf- 
toms  of  Bella  ft.  The  euftoms  in 
1 79 5.  amounted  to  ioc,oool,  and 
the  laft  decreafe  was  no  more  than 
7,073k  Relfaft  and  Cork  were  the 
only  towns  which  had  buffered  a 
defalcation  in  the  receipt  of  their 
ettftoms  ft  nee  the  war  commenced, 
whereas  the  city  of  Dublin  had  be¬ 
nefited  by  an  iticreafe  of  8,oooI. 
Li  merick,  Waterford,  and  Newry, 
with  fome  other  ports,  had  had  a 
proportionate  increafe.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  caufe  of  decreafe  in  Belfaft 
was  owing  to  a  lefs  quantity  of  rum 
having  been  imported  lately,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which,  as  an  Irifliman, 
he  rejoiced  in,  and  confidered  as 
an  important  national  advantage, 
ftnee  it  was  occanoned  bv  the  great 

-  o 

increafe  of  diftilleries  in  conic  - 
quence  of  the  rapid  improvement 
of  agriculture. 

He  adverted  again  to  the  mifb'e- 
haviour  of  the  military  ;  he  la¬ 
mented  ip  but  exonerated  the  go¬ 
vernment  from  any  blame,  and  ge¬ 
neral  Lake  in  particular,  who,  he 


faid,  was  refpe&ed  by  the  trai¬ 
tors  themfelves.  As  an  inftance  of 
the  provocations  which  frequently 
urged  the  military  to  a  hi  with 
violence,  he  mentioned  the  office 
of  the  newfpaper  printed  in  Belfaft: 
having  been  deftroved  bv  foldiers 

O  ✓  * 

belonging  to  a  regiment  which  had 
been  libelled  by  that  paper.  The 
foldiers  carried  an  advertifement 
exprelh  ng  their  forrovv,  their  ffoame, 
and  their  contrition  for  what  they 
had  done.  The  printer  threw  the 
advertifement  at  them,  and  refufed 
to  infert  it.  Upon  which  they 
.went  to  the  office  and  deftroved  .all 
the  materials,  but  they  fubmitted  im¬ 
mediately  to  their  officers,  and  buf¬ 
fered  the  puniftiment  due  to  their 
outrage.  A  regiment  faw  eight  or 

o^o  o 

ten  of  their  comrades  fhot.  Thefe 
exceffes,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
aferibed  to  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment,  'who  forbade,  and  who  pu- 
nilhed  them. 

Lord  Moira  then  replied,  that  as 
the  marquis  had  no  intention  to 
contradict  the  ftatement  he  had 
made,  he  was  freed  from  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  proceeding  further  in  the 
proofs  of  his  affertions.  But  he 
wi fhed  to  know  what  was  meant 
by  coercion,  if  the  cafe  of  Ireland 
could  be  compared  with  that  of  the 
Low  Countries  ? 

Here  he  was  called  to  order  by 
the  earl  of  Caernarvon,  who  hoped 
to  appear  juftified  in  interrupting’ 
him,  and  thus  putting  an  end  to 
this  irregular  proceeding  by  the 
opinion  of  both  the  lords  engaged 
in  the  converfation.  There  was 
no  need  of  any  proofs.  No  perfon 
could  doubt  the  earl  of  Moira  be¬ 
ing  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  the 
fa Fts  he  had  ftated,  and  it  appeared 
he  had  taken  pains  not  to  be  de¬ 
ceived;  but  he  trailed  that  his  lord- 
fin  p  would  not  think  he  had  a  right 
to  force  every  difference  of  opinion 

K  i  «a 
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to  an  iffue  which  was  not  neceffary, 
and  attended  with  danger. 

The  earl  of  Moira  faid,  he  had 
only  one  obfervation  to  make  re- 
fpedting  the  documents  ;  that  they 
did  not  relate  to  any  cafual  exceffes 
pf  the  troops  refpe&ing  which  go¬ 
vernment  could  not  be  fairly 
blamed.  They  were  of  a  different 
description  :  one  particularly  re¬ 
lated  to— — Here  his  lordfliip  was 
flopped  by  the  duke  of  Athol,  who 
difapproved  of  the  further  invefti- 
gation,  and  wiftied  their  lordftiips 
to  recollect  that  this  was  no  quef- 
tion  before  the  houfe,  moving  for 
the  houfe  to  adjourn. 

’  Lord  Carlifle  faid  there  were  two 
ways  in  which  the  information 
might  be  communicated  ;  by  read¬ 
ing  the  affidavits  as  part*  of  the 
fpeech,  or  layi  ng  them  on  the  table  ; 
but  they  could  not  be  placed  in  the 
chancellor's  hands  during  the  fit¬ 
ting  of  the  houfe. 

Lord  Moira  replied,  that  if  he 
laid  them  upon  the  table,  they  muft 
be  made  public,  and  the  confe- 
qiience  be., '  that  they  would  be 
printed.  He  would,  therefore,  de- 
pofit  them  with  the  lord-chancellor 
as  foon  as  the  houfe  adjourned. 

Lord  Grenville  Submitted  it  to 
the  noble  lord,  whether,  againft  his 
own  opinion,  againft  that  of  the 
marquis  of  Downihire,  and  againft 
the  judgment  of  the  houfe,  who 
were  anxious  to  ftop  the  agitation 
of  fo  delicate  and  dangerous  a  fub- 
jeift,  he  would  not  forbear  to  utter 
another  fy liable  l 

The  earl  of  Moira  acquiefced, 
and  the  houfe  adjourned. 

Shortly  after  this  in tere fling  de¬ 
bate,  the  rebellion  unfortunately 
broke  out  in  Ireland  ;  and  a  peer 
of  the  higheft  confequence  in  his 
native  country  introduced  the  ftib- 
je£f  to  the  Britifh  houfe  of  peers ; 
but  as  the  debates  on  that  occafion 


were  not  allowed  to  be  puhliflied, 
we  can  only  prefent  our  readers 
with  the  motion,  and  a  brief  flats-* 
ment  of  its  fate. 

Op  the  15th  of  June,  the  duke 
pf  Leinfter,  after  a  fpeech,  in 
which,  alluding  to  the  late  occur¬ 
rences  of  Ireland,  his  feelings  were 
greatly  sffe£led,  moved  an  addrels 
to  his  majefty,  humbly  requeft- 

ing> 

(i  That  his  majefty  would  deign 
to  diredl  the  proper  officer  to  lay 
before  this  houfe  a  full  and  ample 
ftatement  of  the  fadls  and  circum- 
fiances  which  had  led  to  the  dif- 
aftrous  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  of  the 
meafures  which  had  hitherto  been 
purfued  for  the  purpofe  of  ^verting 
fuch  momentous  evils.  That,  how¬ 
ever  alarming  the  difcontents  now- 
prevailing  in  the  lifter  kingdom 
were,  we  would  not  defpair,  but 
that  the  relult  of  fuch  difculhon 
would  enable  us  to  afli.fl  his  majefty,’ 
according  to  our  conftitutionaf 
duty,  with  fome  well-adapted  re¬ 
medy;  fuch  as  might  reftore,  in 
that  diftradled  part  of  the  Britifh 
empire,  confidence  in  the  laws,  by 
due  adminiftration  of  them,  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  majefty’s  government 
by  a  temperate  ufe  of  its  powers, 
and  union  amongft  all  defcriptions 
of  fubjedls  in  that  kingdom.” 

A  long,  and  animated  debate  fol¬ 
lowed,  in  which  the  motion  was 
fupported  by  the  duke  of  Leinfter, 
duke  of  Devonfhire,  earl  of  Suffolk, 
duke  of  Norfolk,  lord  Fitzwilliam, 
lord  Afoira,  lord  Holland,  lord  Bef- 
borougb,  duke  of  Bedford,  duke  of 
Leeds  ;  and  oppoftd  by  lord  Town- 
fend,  lord  Carlifle,  lord  Grenville, 
lord  Spencer,  and  the  lord-phan- 
cellor.  Contents  1$,  non-con¬ 
tents  51. 

For  the  proteils  on  the  motion  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
ftate  of  Ireland  being  negatived, 
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fee  the  Public  Papers,  p.  (184),  &c. 
in  this  volume. 

At  the  end  of  the  debate,  the 
following  amendment  was  moved 
by  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  which, 
after  being  incorporated  in  the 
main  queftion,  was  alfo  negatived  : 

-u  And  we  farther  feel  it  our 
duty  to  Hate  to  his  majefty,  that 
underftanding  the  fyflem  of  coer¬ 
cion  has  been  enforced  with  a  rigour 
which,  if  related  in  detail,  wo.  Id 
too  feverely  wound  his  paternal 
feelings  ;  that  confeftions  had  been 
extorted  by  torture — a  practice 
held  in  abhorrence  in  every  other 
Hate  of  Europe ;  to  implore  his 
majefly  to  direct  an  immediate 
change  of  fyflem,  as  the  only  means 
of  ending  the  calamities  of  that  un¬ 
happy  country,  and  to  remove 
from  their  flations  thofe  perfons 
under  whofe  authority  thefe  atro¬ 
cities  have  been  perpetrated,  and 
towards  whom  the  affiidted  people 
of  Ireland  can  feel  no  fentiments 
but  thofe  of  hatred  and  revenge.” 

The  fubjedt  was  alfo  agitated  in 
the  Britifh  houfe  of  commons ;  but, 
for  the  reafon  already  affigned, 
we  are  unable  to  gratify  the  cu¬ 
rio  hty  of  the  reader  to  its  full 
extent. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  moved  for  “  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  date  of  Ireland,” 
which  was  negatived  by  a  majority 
of  159  againft  43. 

On  the  following  day,  June  1 3, 
lord  George  Cavendifh,  after  a  fhort 
and  emphatic  fpeech,  introduced 
the  following  feries  of  refolutions, 
as  a  proper  fyllem  to  be  adopted 
by  the  houfe  for  the  falvation  of 
Ireland;. 

Refolved, 

“  1.  That  whenever  this  houfe 
is  dalled  upon  for  fupplies  of  men 
or  money,  to  be  provided  by  levies 
and  taxes  on  our  conftituents.  it  is 


15 1 

our  right  and  duty  to  watch  over 
and  control  the  purpofes  to  which 
they  are  to  be  applied. 

“  2.  That  tins  houfe  is  ready  to 
make  every  exertion  in  its  power 
to  enable  his  majefly  to  fubdue  all 
rebellion  againft  his  lawful  autho¬ 
rity,  trufting  he  will  temper  feve- 
rity  with  mercy,  and  never  lofe 
fight  of  that  equitable  policy  which, 
by  the  redrefs  of  real  grievances, 
may  fecure  to  him  the  loyalty  and 
affedtion  of  his  people. 

u  3.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  houfe,  although  we  fhall  be 
ready,  at  all  times,  by  all  juft  means, 
to  maintain  the  unity  of  the  BritiQi 
empire,  and  our  connexion  with 
Ireland  as  a  part  of  it,  '  yet  we 
never  can  believe  it  is  the  wifh 
of  his  majefty  to  fupport  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  governing  that  country  as 
a  conquered  and  hoftile  country  ; 
a  principle  no  lefs  contrary  to 
juft  ice,  than  to  the  interefts  of  the 
two  kingdoms. 

“  4.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
minifters  to  advife  his  majefty, 
that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  repeat  the  recommendation 
which  he  made  through  the  lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  that  king¬ 
dom  in  1793 — ferioufly  to  confider 
the  fituation  of  the  Irifn  catholics, 
and  confider  it  with  liberality,  for 
the  purpofe  of  cementing  general 
union  amongft  his  majefty ’s  fub- 
jedls  in  fupport  of  the  eftabbfhed 
conftitution. 

“  5.  That  fuch  perfons  as  have 
exprefted  their  difapprobation  of 
meafures  of  conceflion,  and  under 
whofe  adminiftration  Ireland  has 
been  reduced  to  a  fituation  fo  im¬ 
minently  dangerous  to  the  interefts 
and  happinefs  of  the  empire,  can¬ 
not  be  effectual  channels  of  his 
majefty’s  royal  grace  and  bene¬ 
ficent  intentions  towards  their  fel¬ 
low  fubjedts.” 
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His  lord  (Hip  concluded  by  mov¬ 
ing  the  firft  refolution. 

Lord  John  Ruffel!  fecoildedjt. 

Mr.  Canning  oppofed  it  in  a 
fpeech  of  more  than  an  hour  long, 
and  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  whole  feries  of  refolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Fox  then  gave  notice  of  a 
motion  in  cafe  the  refolutions 
fliould  be  negatived  ;  Mr.  Dundas 
followed  Mr.  Fox;  Mr.  William 
Grant,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair, 
fpoke  againft,  Mr.  Grey  and 
Mr.  Sheridan  in  fupport  of 
them. 

Ayes  ------  66 

Noes  -  -  -  -  *  -  212. 


Majority  -  -  -  146 

The  other  motions  w^ere  then 
feverallv  put  and  nega^ved. 

Mr.  Fox  then  moved  the  fol¬ 
lowing  proportion,  which  he  had 
announced : 

<f  Refolved, 

ft  That  this  houfe  (underftand- 
ing  it  to  be  a  matter  of  notoriety, 
that  the  fyftem  of  coercion  had 
been  enforced  in  Ireland  with  a 
rigour  (hocking  to  humanity,  and 
particularly  that  fcourges  and  other 
tortures  had  been  employed  to  ex¬ 
tort  confeflions)  is  of  opinion,  that 
an  immediate  flop  fliould  be  put 
to  practices  fo  difgraceful  to  the 
Brit  fh  name, 'and  that  our  hopes 
of  re  florin  g  tranquillity  to  Ireland 
muff  arife  from  a  change  of  fyftem, 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  executive 
government,  together  with  a  re¬ 
moval  from  their  Rations  of  thofe 
perfons  by  whofe  advice  thofe 
atrocities  have  been  perpetrated, 
and  towards  whom  the  people  of 
Ireland  can  feel  no  fentiments  but 
of  refentment  and  terror/’ 

The  motion  was  fnpported  by 
Mr.  Sheridan  and  colonel  Walpole, 
and  oppofed  by  Mi*.  Douglas,  Mr. 


Wilberforce,  Mr.  Adair,  and  Mi", 

Dundas. 

Aves  -  -----  62 

Noes  ------  204 

Majority  -  142. 

On  Tuefdav,  Tune  12,  lord  Gren¬ 
ville  prefented  the  following  mef- 
fage  ffom  his  majefly  : 

“  G.  R. 

u  His  majefly,  reiving  on  the 
experienced  zeal  and  affection  of 
his  faithful  lords,  and  confidering 
that  it  may  be  of  the  utmofl  import¬ 
ance  to  provide  for  fuch  emergen¬ 
cies  as  may  arTe  at  this  critical  con- 
jun£ture,  is  defirous  that  this  houfe 
will  enable  him  to  take  all  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be  neceffary  to  dis¬ 
appoint  or  defeat  any  enterprifes  or 
defigns  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  affairs  may  require.” 

His  lordfiiip  was  then  proceed¬ 
ing  to  move  an  addrefsof  thanks  to 
his  majefty  for  his  mofl  gracious 
communication,  when  the  earl  of 
Suffolk  rofe,  and  requefled  the  no¬ 
ble  fecretarv  of  Rate  to  communicate 
to  the  houfe  fome  idea  of  the  object 
of  the  meflsge,  ss  the  mofl  alarm¬ 
ing  intelligence  was,  he  underflood, 
that  day  rceived  from  Ireland. 

Lord  Grenville  laid,  he  did  not 
conceive  it  his  duty  to  detail  the 
news  that  might  arrive  from  Ire¬ 
land  or  anv  other  country.  As  to 

J  J 

the  meffage  he  had  juft  delivered, 
he  could  not  fee  anv  neceffarv  con- 

J  j 

n exion  between  it  and  the  affairs  of 
Ireland. 

The  earl  of  Suffolk  faid,  he 
thought  it  ill  became  minifters,  who 
had  brought  all  theft  calamities  on 
the  kingdom,  unconllitutionally  to 
flit  I  ter  themfelves  under  the  king’s 

o 

name,  and  to  refufe  granting  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  houfe  on  a  point  that 
fo  nearly  concerned  them. 

Lord  Grenville  made  a  fliort  re¬ 
ply,  and  denied  that  he  had  attempt- 
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ed  to  fheltet*  himfelf  under  the 
king’s  name,  in  order  to  (brink  from 
his  refponnbility  as  a  minifter.  He 
(hould,  however,  perfift  in  refuf- 
ing  the  information  called  for  by 
the  noble  lord. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and 
the  addrefs  was  voted  net  nine  dif- 
fentiente. 

Notwithftanding  this  conven¬ 
tion,  it  was  generally  under  (food 
that  the  me  flag  e  in  queftion  bore  a 
relation  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  ; 
and,  on  the  iSth  of  June,  lord  Gren¬ 
ville  rofe  to  prefent  another  meffage 
from  his  majefty,  to  acquaint  the 
houfe,  that  the  officers,  non-commif- 
(ioned  officers,  privates,  See.  of  dif¬ 
ferent  regiments  of  militia  of  this 
kingdom,  had  made  to  his  majefty  a 
voluntary  tender  of  their  fervices,  to 
be  employed  in  aid  of  the  regular 
and  militia  forces  in  Ireland,  for 
the  fup|  reftion  of  the  rebellion 
now  unhappily  exifting  in  that 
country. 

Lord  Sydney  rofe,  and  moved 
their  lord  (hips,  that  the  houfe  be 
cleared  of  ftrangers,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done. 

A  bill,  to  meet  the  objeft  of  the 
meffage  was  produced  by  lord 
Grenville,  and  read  a  ft;  ft  time. 

On  Tuefday,  June  iq,  ftrangers 
were  .-.gain  ordered  to  withdraw.  The 
king’s  meffage,  relative  to  the  mi¬ 
litia  of  Great  Britain  ferving  in  Ire¬ 
land,  was  then  read,  which  gave 
rife  to  a  long  and  fpirited  debate. 

The  earl  of  Caernarvon  moved 
an  amendment,  upon  which  the 
houfe  divided. 

Contents  -----  13 

Non  contents  -  -  -  43 

Majority  -  32 

The  houfe  being  refumed,  the  ad¬ 
drefs  was  carried,  and  a  bill,  em¬ 
powering  his  majefty  to  accept  the 
offers  of  Inch  regiments  as  fhould 
be  willing  to  ferve  in  Ireland  was 
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brought  in  and  read  a  firft  and  ft> 
cond  time,  and  palled  through  the 
committee.  \ 

The  fubjedt  Was  introduced  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  19th 
of  ]u  ne,  when  a  meffage  was  lent 
down  from  his  majefty,  of  the  fame 
purport  as  that  received  by  the 
lords: 

Mr.  fecretary  Dundas  (aid,  as  he 
was  not  aware  of  any  objection 
that  could  reafonably  be  urged 
a  gain  ft  the  meafure  that  was  recom¬ 
mended  bv  the  meffage,  he  would 
move  “  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  humbly 
thanking-  him  for  his  moft  gracious 
communication  to  the  houfe.” 

The  addrefs,  which  was,  as  lfual, 
an  echo  of  the  meffage,  being  read, 
Mr  Nichoils  faid,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  oppofe  the  addrefs  on  a  va¬ 
riety  of  grounds  ;  for,  if  the  ad¬ 
drefs  were  adopted,  the  principle 
of  the  militia  bill,  as  originally  elta- 
blffhed,  would  be  completely  aban¬ 
doned.  The  militia  would  be  no 
longer  a  Cafe  guard  again!!  the  un- 
couftitutional  ufe  which  bad  minif- 
ters  might  make  of  a  Handing  army, 
in  order  to  encroach  on  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people.  The 
unconftitudonal  ufe,  he  ohferv ed, 
of  a  (landing  army  was  dreaded,  and 
anxioufty  looked  to  by  the  jealoufv 
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of -our  anceftors  1  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  houfe  not  to  affent  to 
the  meafure  propofed,  as  ip  would 
have  a  tendency  totally  to  unhinge 
the  old  fvftem,  by  making  the  mi- 
litia  a  part  ot  the  (landing  army, 
with  which  it  ought  to  be  moft  re- 
ligioullv  unconnected  We  had 
been  lately  told,  that  it  was  necef 

farv  that -this  country  ffiould  be- 

•>  „  * 

come  an  armed  nation,  in  order  to 
fruftrate  the  attempts  of  the  enemy 
to  invade  us.  Was  it  then  confid¬ 
ent  with  the  (afetv  of  this  kingdom,’ 
after  a  conftderable  part  of  the  re¬ 
gular  forces  had  been  already  fent 

out 
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out  of  it,  to  deprive  it  alfo  of  the 
protection  of  the  militia,  and  to 
confine  its  protection  to  the  new 
volunteer  corps?  Befides,  the  mea- 
fure  would  be  cruel  and  unjuft  to 
thofe  who,  wholly  unfufpicious  of 
any  fuch  intention,  had  entered 
bona  fide  into  the  militia  fervice. 
There  was  another  obfervation,  to 
which  he  was  anxious  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  ;  and  this 
was,  that  the  houfe  had  not  as  yet 
proceeded  to  any  act,  or  given  any 
pledge,  with  refpedl  to  the  caufes 
and  origin  of  the  rebellion  in  Ire¬ 
land.  What  meafures  had  been 
purfued  in  that  refpeCl  were  adopt¬ 
ed  by  virtue  of  his  majefty’s  prero¬ 
gative  :  if  the  army  now  in  Ireland 
was  not  able  to  arreft  the  progrefs 
of  the  rebellion,  they  muft  be  op- 
pofed  by  a  great  body  of  men  ; 
and  there  were,  confequently,  great 
grounds  for  thinking  that  govern¬ 
ment  had  acted  wrong  in  the  fyftem 
they  had  purfued  againft  that  king¬ 
dom.  But  upon  this  fubject  we 
were  now  left  in  the  dark,  nor 
would  an  inquiry  into  the  difcon- 
tents  of  that  country  be  affented  to 
by  the  minifters.  After  making 
fome  pointed  remarks  on  the  con¬ 
duct  of  government  in  the  removal 
of  lord  Fitzwilliam  from  Ireland, 
he  concluded  by  faying,  that  the 
houfe  ought  to  be  fully  acquainted 
with  the  merits  of  the  queftion  be¬ 
fore  they  proceeded  to  give  their 
fupport  to  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment,  and  fully  to  afcertain  the 
caufes  of  the  difcontents  that  had 
driven  that  unfortunate  country 
into  the  prefent  unnatural  conteft. 
Viewing  the  meafure  in  thefe  differ¬ 
ent  lights,  he  faid,  he  would  give 
it  his  decided  negative. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  faid,  he  could 
not  but  vvifli  that  miniilers  would 
condefcend  to  hate  a  few  reafons 
why  the  conftitution  fhould  be  thus 
fliook  to  the  foundation.  The  mi¬ 


litia  was  raifed  for  the  defence  of 
this  country  ;  fuch  was  the  nature 
of  their  engagement  when  they  en- 
lifted,  that  they  fhould  not  be  coin 
pelled  to  ferve  out  of  it.  But  it 
might  be  faid,  that  in  the  prefent 
inftance  they  were  merely  allowed 
to  follow  their  own  inclination. 
But  if  one  regiment  offers,  their 
example  would  make  it  compuN 
fory  on  every  other  to  do  the  fame, 
otherwife  their  courage  and  patriot- 
ifm  might  be  brought  into  queftion. 
For  his  part,  he  thought  there  was 
more  courage  in  refufing  to  go 
than  in  going.  In  his  capacity  of 
an  officer  in  the  militia,  hefelthim-r 
felf  called  upon  to  defend  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  this  country  alone  would 
he  defend.  The  army  had,  he 
obferved,  already  experienced  a 
breach  of  faith  in  government  by 
a  number  of  men  being  draughted 
into  different  regiments  in  which 
they  would  not  have  enlifted  ;  and 
the  confequence  of  this  breach  of 
faith  was,  that  government  was  at 
a  lofs  how  to  recruit  the  army  : 
however,  they  attempted' to  recruit 
it  from  the  fupplementary  militia, 
but  their  attempts  were  generally 
unfuccefsful.  Here,  he  remarked, 
was  another  breach  of  faith.  For 
though  the  prefent  meafures  pur¬ 
ported  to  reft  on  a  voluntary  offer, yet 
it  was  compulfory  in  truth  and  in 
fact.  T  he  right  honourable  fecte- 
tary  of  ftate  adduced  no  reafon  or 
argument  in  favour  of  the  meafure, 
only  hinted  that  fome  military 
gentlemen  had  volunteered  their 
fervice.  The  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  next  made  fome  ohfervations 
on  the  militia  act,  on  which,  he 
faid,  he  fhould  keep  a  fteadfaft  eye, 
as  the  land-mark  of  the  conftitution, 
which  fays,  u  the  militia  fhall  not  go 
out  of  the  country.”  Therefore  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppofie  the  meafure. 

Mr.  Laurence  Palk  alfo  oppofed 
the  meafure. 

.  '  Mr* 
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Mr.  Pierrepoint  faid  a  few  words 
sgainft  the  meafure,  and  contended 
that  it  was  a  moft  grofs  and  flagrant 
violation  of  the  conftitution.  And 
whoever  of  his  majefty’s  minifters 
advifed  it,  they  had  acted,  in  his 
opinion,  with  great  boldnefs. 

Mr.  D.  Ryder  faid,  it  was  with 
the  greateft  aftonifliment  he  heard 
mention  made  of  the  boldnefs  of 
miniflers  in  advifing  the  meflage 
now  under  confederation.  What 
then  would  not  be  faid  of  their 
boldnefs,  if,  after  having  received 
fuch  offers  of  voluntary  fervice 
from  a  great  body  of  men,  mini¬ 
fters  fliould  have  advifed  his  ma- 
jefty  to  reprefs  fuch  a  fpirit,  and 
to  repel  fuch  offers,  at  a  time  when 
a  rebellion  of  the  moft  heinous  na¬ 
ture  had  reared  its  head?  It  was 
the  intereft  of  both  countries  that 
it  fliould  be  immediately  crufhed. 
Could  we  quietly  fit  down  and  fee 
our  fellow  fubje&s  daily  maffacred 
in  the  moft  barbarous  and  fhock- 
ing  manner?  He  remarked,  that  as 
great  a  part  of  the  regular  troops 
as  could  be  fparecl  had  already 
been  fent  over.  Did  gentlemen 
apprehend  no  danger  for  this  coun¬ 
try  ?  fliould  it  be  left  without  a  due 
proportion  of  regular  troops?  He 
was  at  a  lofs,  he  faid,  to  fee  the 
force  of  the  conftitutional  objec¬ 
tion  that  was  urged  againft  the 
meflage :  was  itmoreunconftitution- 
al  to  employ  the  militia  in  Ireland, 
when  thev  volunteered  theirfervice, 
than  to  employ  them  in  England? 
After  making  fome  other  remarks, 
he  concluded  by  exprefling  his 
hearty  approbation  of  the  meafure. 

Lord  William  Ruffell  faid,  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ryder) 
had  exprefled  fome  furprife  that 
minifters  fliould  be  accufed  of 
boldnefs  in  advifing  a  meafure  like 
the  prefent ;  but  was  it  not  bold- 
qefs  to  propofe  any  thing  that  fub. 


verted  the  principles  of  the  mili¬ 
tia  laws.  The  militia  was  intend¬ 
ed  to  defend  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  and  for  this  only  were 
they  eftabli Hied.  But  what  was 
the  nature  of  the  fervice  they 
were  now  to  be  inured  to?  They 
were  to  be  fent  for  the  pnrpofe  of 
forcing  upon  Ireland  a  fyftem  of 
government,  which  nine  tenths  of 
its  inhabitants  difapproved  and  ab¬ 
horred.  Nor  would  it  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  choice  with  them  as  pre¬ 
tended,  but  compulfory.  He  had 
often  difapproved  of  the  perni¬ 
cious  fyftem  that  had  been  long 
purfued  in  Ireland  j  which,  in  fadt, 
had  driven  the  unfortunate  people 
of  that  country  to  fuch  extremi¬ 
ties  ;  nor  would  he  be  now  fo 
blind  to  the  example  he  had  before 
him  as  to  vote  a  fingle  man  for 
the  maintenance  of  fuch  a  fyftem. 

Mr.  Banks  faid,  though  he  couid 
not  approve  of  the  meafure  pro- 
pofed,  he  could  not  but  reprobate 
the  language  held  by  the  noble  lord 
who  had  juft  fat  down.  For  his 
part,  he  thought  that  no  rebellion 
ever  was  more  unprovoked  than 
that  now  raging  in  Ireland.  How¬ 
ever,  he  was  afraid  if  the  principle 
of  fending  the  militia  to  Ireland, 
for  the  defence  of  England,  were 
once  admitted,  there  was  no  fpe- 
cies  of  warfare  in  which  they 
might  not  be  employed.  They 
might  be  fent  to  Oftend  or  Qui- 
beron,  on  the  ground  that  fuch 
measures  were  in  their  nature  de- 
fenfive.  He  concluded,  with  mov¬ 
ing  an  amendment,  to  leave  out 
all  but  the  two  firft:  paragraphs;  to 
exprefs  the  high  fenfe  the  houie 
entertained  of  the  zeal  and  patriot- 
ifm  of  thofe  who  had  offered  to 
come  forward  with  their  fervices; 
to  allure  his  majefty  that  the 
queftion  fuggefted  in  the  meflage 
was  one  of  the  utmoft  confequence, 
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tm  which  the  houfe  were  not  in 
the  prel'ent  circumftances  prepared 
to  give  an  opinion. 

The  fecretary  at  war  faid,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
juft  fat  down  had  given  more  the 
appearance  of  argument  to  what  he 
maintained  than  any  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  on  the  other  fide.  One  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  obfcurely 
developed  thole  principles  on 
which  the  fending  an  additional 
force  to  Ireland  was  oppofed ;  and 
the  noble  lord,  who  had  fpoke  lad: 
but  one,  had  proved  an  ample 
commentator  on  what  that  honour¬ 
able  member  had  only  partly  dif- 
clo.fed.  The  noble  lord  had  faid, 
that  he  would  not  vote  one  man  to 
alii  ft.  the  government  of  Ireland  in 
fubjugating  the  people  of  that 
country.  Was  not  this  the  e^- 
prellion  of  a  wifti  that  the  rebel¬ 
lion  might  not  be  fuppreffed  ? 
(a  cry  of,  hear!  hear!  from  the 
oppofite  benches).  Mr.  Windham 
faid,  it  was  not  by  any  means  his 
wifti  to  mifreprefent  the  noble 
lord  ;  and,  if  he  had  done  fo,  the 
opportunity  would  prefentlv  occur 
of  his  being  fet  right.  It  had  been 
fuggefted  that  the  houfe  ought  to 
paufe  before  it  agreed  to  the  ad- 
drefs ;  but  were  honourable  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  paufe,  while  an  actual 
rebellion  exifted  in  one  corner  of 
the  empire,  while  the  king’s  troops 
and  rebels  were  fighting,  and  not 
alhft  the  former  to  bring  the  latter 
to  a  fenfe  or  duty  ?  His  honour¬ 
able  friend  (Mr.  Banks)  had  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  militia  might  be 
reduced,  and  wiflied  that  a  corps 
might  be  formed  from  ir,  confift- 
ing  of  fuch  as  were  really  difpofed 
to  volunteer  their  fervic.es  againft 
the  rebels  ;  however,  if  this  were 
once  done,  the  alleged  conftitu- 
tional  check  would  ceale ;  that  if 
the  militia  was  originally  a  check, 


any  reduction  of  it  would  diminifh 
that  check.  The  objection  that 
the  militia  had  been  originally 
raifed  merely  for  the  protection  of 
the  country,  and  never  to  be  fent 
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out  of  it,  did  not  appear  to  him 
ftronger  than  might  be  urged  in 
the  cafe  of  the  fencible  corps,  who 
had  been  raifed  on  fimilar  terms. 
It  had  been  faid,  that  no  neceifity 
exifted  for  fending  the  militia  to 
Ireland  ;  But  Mr.  Windham  faid, 
the  houfe  were  in  pofteftion  of  do¬ 
cuments  fufticient  to  ihow  that 
Ireland  was  in  imminent  danger; 
and  the  difafter  to  England  would 
be  great  if  Ireland  was  loft.  With 
regard  to  the  fuppofition  that  many 
people  would  probably  not  again 
enter  into  the  militia,  if  this  meaT 
fure  was  adopted,  lie  could  only 
fay  that  he  thought  it  probable; 
but  even  fuppoftng  it  poffible,  he 
fhould  not  fet  that  againft  the  fah 
vation  of  Ireland. 

Lord  William  Ruftell  faid  a  few 
words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  Sheridan  afterted,  the  mo¬ 
tion  which  had  juft  been  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  houfe  was  the  moll  ex- 
traordinarv  in  its  nature  that  ever 
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was  heard.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman,  however,  who  moved 
the  adcjrefs,  feemed  to  have  confi- 
dered  the  meafure  propofed  as  one 
to  which  no  objection  could  pof- 
ftblv  be  framed  ;  and  he  introducecj 
it  as  one  which  demanded  neither 
apology  nor  explanation.  It  was 
impoffible  to  forget  how  lately  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  came 
down  to  the  houfe,  and  ftated  the 
country  to  be  in  imminent  danger, 
which  required  the  exertion  of 
every  hand  and  heart  for  its  de¬ 
fence.  It  was  fomewhat  extraor¬ 
dinary  then,  that,  after  that  ftate- 
ment,  he  fhould  call  upon  the 
houfe  to  give  their  confent  to  ftrip 
the  country  of  the  militia  forces,  on 

which 
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which  it  relied  for  its  defence. 
From  the  lord’s  bill  it  appeared, 
that  the  militia  force,  which  it  was 
thus  intended  to  fend  to  Ireland, 
was  12,000;  but  if  fuch  additional 
force  was  wanted,  why  not  fend  all 
the  regular  troops  which  were  to 
be  found  before  the  conftitutionai 
principle  was  violated  ?  Why  not 
fend  2,000  of  the  guards  in  town  ; 
and  inftead  of  12,000  fend  only 
10,000?  It  had  been  afked  by  a 
right  honourable  gentleman,  what 
would  have  been  thought  of  mini- 
Iters  if  they  had  concealed  the 
offer  made  by  the  militia.  If  mi- 
niflers'  could  have  done  what  they 
now  propofe,  without  confulting 
the  houfe,  he  would  venture  to  fay 
thatthev  would  have  heard  nothing 
of  the  offer.  Although  they  might 
hold  in  contempt  the  advice  of  the** 
houfe,  they  were  not  quite  bold 
enough  to  aft  in  violation  of  the 
law,  which  he  hoped  would  dill  be 
found  too  powerful  for  them. 

Mr.  Sheridan  next  made  fome 
remarks  on  the  expreffion  of  his 
honourable  friend,  who  had  faid  he 
would  not  vote  a  fingle  man  for  the 
purpofe  of  fubjugatingthe  opprefled 
people  of  Ireland  ;  great  ftrefs  had 
been  laid  upon  this  as  being  uncon- 
fiitutional,  but  lurely  it  was  neither 
unconftit utional  nor  unparliamen¬ 
tary  for  a  member  of  this  houfe  to 
✓ 

fay  that  he  could  not  give  his  aid 
to  any  fyftem  of  meafures,  or  any 
sifts  of  the  executive  government, 
till  he  had  examined  and  approved 
of  the  grounds  on  which  they  were 
j  11  ft  i  fled  ?  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  expreffed  a  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  at  all  the  gentlemen  in  oppofi- 
tion  were  willing  to  give  their  fup- 
port  to  extinguifh  the  rebellion  in 
Ireland,  “  I  am  aware  (laid  Mr. 
Sheridan)  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  is  defirous  to  lead  us 
into  flippery  ground.  I  would  ark 
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him,  whether  he  means  to  fay,  that 
in  every  cafe  this  houfe  is  bound  to 
take  part  with  a  king  of  Ireland, 
and  an  Irifli  houfe  of  com  no  ns, 
againd  the  people  of  Ireland  ?  Will 
he  maintain  that  proportion  ge¬ 
nerally?  This  houfe  is  not  bound 

j 

to  fanftion  the  injudice,  and  to 
ftrengthen  the  oppreffion  which  the 
legiflature  of  the  lifter  kingdom, 
however  independent,  might  be 
pleafed  to  inflict.”  Mr.  Sheridan 
then  went  into  the  grounds  of  the 
difpute  between  the  government 
and  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  re¬ 
marked,  that  under  the  government 
of  lord  Fitzwilliam  the  people  ex¬ 
hibited  the  moft  fervent  and  fincere 
loyalty;  but,  after  being  deprived 
of  the  government  in  which  they 
would  confide,  and  thrown  in  the 
htrtW^.of  a  ruler  they  deteded,  it 
was  not  ^tq  be  wondered  at  that 
they  fliould  feel  emotions  of  indig- 
nation  and  difcontenl.  u  Every 
man  (faid  he)  in  this  houfe,  too  well 
recollects  the  fubferi prion  let  on 
foot  in  London  to  filpport  the  in- 
duftrious  manufacturers  in  Ireland 
wholly  withoutemployment;  of  this 
defeription  there  were  from-  30  to 
40,000  men  in -Ireland:  fuch  was 
the  lituation  of  fo  many  individuals ; 
and  when  charity  was  wearied  out, 
unable  longer  to  fupply  their  wants, 
it  was  not  the  poifon  of  French 
principles,  but  the  want  of  bread 
that  feduced  them.”  But  to  return 
to  the  meafure,  it  had  been  faid  by 
fome  honourable  gentlemen  that 
the  fervice  of  the  militia  was  volun¬ 
tary,  Mr.  Sheridan,  on  the  contrary, 
contended  that  it  was  not.  The 
cafe  of  the  fencibles  was  mentioned 
as  in  point,  but  nothing  could  be 
more  different.  The  fencibles  were 
railed  on  certain  conditions  be¬ 
tween  the  individuals,  authorif.-d 
by  minifters :  the  militia  was  railed 
not  bv  contract  between  indivi- 
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duals,  but  on  a  compact  of  law ; 
and  it  was  vain  to  talk  of  a  thing 
being  voluntary  where  no  real  op¬ 
tion  v  as  left.  “  We  are  now  called 
upon  (faid  he)  for  our  laft  military 
flake,  the  militia  ;  and  it  is  natural 
to  afk,  where  we  are  to  look  for  de¬ 
fence?  Is  the  danger,  to  which  the 
public  attention  was  fo  forcibly  di¬ 
rected,  lefs  now  than  it  was  ?  Before 
the  trials  at  Maidftone  took  place, 
we  were  informed  by  a  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr. 
Dundas)  that  dangers  of  the  utmoft 
magnitude  exifted,  and  he  called  up¬ 
on  men  to  forget  their  political  divi- 
fions,  and  unite  in  the  great  <?bjed 
of  national  defence.  Many  of 
thofe  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
©ppofing  minifters  {bowed  a  zeal¬ 
ous  difpofition  to  fupport  the  great 
objeCt  of  national  defence;  and  in 
many  cafes  they  have  been  anfwer- 
ed  by  a  behaviour  highly  difcredita- 
ble  to  minifters. n  As  an  inftance, 
he  mentioned  the  cafe  of  his  ho¬ 
nourable  friend  (general  T^rle- 
ton),  who  manfully  offered  his  fef- 
vices  wherever  they  could  b,e  em¬ 
ployed.  Notwithftanding,7  how¬ 
ever,  they  were  rejected  with  con¬ 
tempt.  After  remarking  fome  in- 
flances  of  the  fame  kind,  he  con¬ 
cluded  with  concurring  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that  he  had  no 
reafon  to  regret  that  he  did  not  de¬ 
tain  the  houfe  in  making  his  mo¬ 
tion,  by  endeavouring  to  explain 
the  reafons  for  making  it  ;  neither 
fhould  he  even  now  have  thought 
it  necefTary  to  fay  much,  but  for 
fome  perfonal  allufions.  With  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  idea,  that  this  meafure 
was  unconftitutional,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  militia  was  efla- 
blifhed  as  a  check  upon  a  {land¬ 
ing  army,  he  would  only  obferve, 
that  it  was  not  upon  this  ground 
that  the  meafure  was  moved,  or 


adopted.  Relative  to  what  he 
had  faid  on  a  former  occafionj 
refpeCting  calling  on  all  defcrip- 
tions  of  people  to  prepare  againft 
the  attack  of  the  enemy,  he  was 
ready  to  be  examined  upon  what 
he  then  faid,  and  wifhed  it  might 
be  compared  with  what  he  now 
propofed.  He  admitted  at  once, 
that  at  that  time  he  diflinClly  Hated ^ 
in  plain  language,  that  the  falvatiorl 
of  this  country  depended  entirely 
on  its  own  exertions;  and  he  would 
now  fay,  that  twelve  thoufand  of 
the  militia  ought  to  be  fent  to  Ire¬ 
land;  and  that  was  the  refolution  he 
intended  to  propofe,  fhould  the 
houfe  agree  to  the  addrefs  which  he 
had  moved.  He  begged  gentlemen 
to  recoiled  the  change  which  had 
taken  place  fince  the  time  he  made 
the  declaration  that  this  country 
mu  ft  make  great  preparations  a- 
gainft  the  enemy.  At  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  year  our  militia 
were  about  36,000  men,  now  they 
were  100,000  men.  At  that  time 
we  had  cavalry  forces  of  about 
7,000  men,  we  now  had  about 
20,000 :  he  fhould  be  relieved, 
therefore,  from  any  charge  of  in- 
confiftency,  in  having  at  one  time 
faid  it  was  necefTary  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  prepare  for  the  fafety  of  the 
country,  and  now  to  propofe  to 
fend  out  of  the  country  part  of  its' 
force.  All  he  defired  gentlemen  to 
allow  was,  that  there  was  now  an 
exifting  rebellion  in  Ireland  ;  and 
of  what  nature  was  that  rebellion  * 
The  honourable  gentleman  him- 
felf  would  not  venture  to  tell  him 
that  there  did  not  exift  a  great  body 
of  low  people,  who  wifhed  to  fepa- 
rate  that  country  from  this,  through 
the  arms  of  France.  What  con¬ 
fiftency,  then,  was  there  between 
the  obfervations  and  the  propofi- 
tion  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
“  that  Ireland  fhould  not  be  a  poft 
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of  France.”  Need  he  fay,  that  to 
give  to  France  Holland,  Flanders, 
and  all  the  places  upon  the  conti¬ 
nent  oppofite  to  our  coafts,  was  not 
fo  dangerous  to  Great  Britain  as  if 
they  had  a  poll  in  Ireland.  To 
fend  troops  to  Ireland,  therefore, 
to  quell  the  rebellion  there,  was  in 
other  words  fending  troops  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  French  from  obtaining  a 
poft  there ;  and  that  was  in  reality 
defending  Great  Britain.  Gentle¬ 
men  called  for  documents  to  know 
that  there  was  a  rebellion  in  Ire¬ 
land,  but  perhaps  they  wanted  to 
know  whether  it  was  a  juflifiable 
rebellion.  Did  they  mean  to  wait 
to  fettle  this  point  until  Ireland 
fhould  become  a  province  ofFrance  ? 
for  that  might  be  the  effect  of  their 
oppofition  to  this  meafure  being 
fuccefsful.  Some  gentlemen  had 
‘  wiflied  to  know  whether  there  were 
not  regular  forces  in  this  country 
that  might  be  fent  inftead  of  the  mi¬ 
litia.  The  militia  force,  he  had  al¬ 
ready  Bated,  was  more  than  double 
what  it  was  a  fhort  time  ago  ;  nor 
had  he  any  fcruple  in  faying,  that 
if  any  part  could  be  fpared,  it  was 
out  of  the  militia  forces,  becaufe 
they  could  be  mod:  eafily  fupplied 
and  recruited.  Mr.  Dundas  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  the  meafure  before  the 
houfe  was  liable  to  many  inconve¬ 
niences,  and  that  he  felt  great  pain 
in  being  compelled  to  bring  down 
the  mefTage.  He  admitted  the  truth 
of  what  had  been  faid,  viz.  that 
many  would  go  under  this  mea¬ 
fure  either  from  falfe  pride  or 
fhame ;  but  he  hoped  the  houfe 
would  feel  with  him,  that*  of  all 
things,  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  was 
the  greateft  inconvenience.  With 
refpeft  to  what  had  been  faid  of 
general  Tarleton,  he  had  faid  no¬ 
thing  about  the  propriety  of  em¬ 
ploying  him  ;  however  he  had  no 
doubt,if  he  was  employed,  he  would 
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foon  forget  his  politics,  and  become 
a  very  good  officer. 

Fie  did  not  recolleft  that  there 
were  any  more  arguments  for  him 
to  anfwer  upon  this  occafion  ;  the 
limple  queftion  waS,  whether  the 
houfe  would  take  upon  itfelf  the 
refponfibility  of  letting  the  rebel¬ 
lion  go  uncrufhed,  when  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  crufliing  it  ? — » 
Thofe  who  thought  they  ought  not 
to  allow  his  majefty  to  have  that 
advantage  without  examining  into 
ciicuniftarlces,  and  who  chofe  to 
take  upon  themfelves  the  refponfi- 
bility  of  rifking  the  fate  of  Ireland, 
and  eventually  of  England  itfelf, 
would  give  to  his  majefly  advice 
accordingly. — Thank  God,  he  was 
not  of  that  opinion  ! 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid  a  few  words  in 
explanation,  relative  to  what  he 
had  remarked  refpe&ing  Ireland 
becoming  a  poll  of  France* 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  if  ever  there 
exifted  a  minifter  in  the  country 
who  more  than  another  fhould 
mourn  for  the  country,  it  was  the 
prefent :  he  fhould  come  to  the 
houfe  clothed  in  fackcloth  and 
allies,  to  find  himfelf  obliged,  in 
the  fifth  year  of  the  war,  and  after 
an  expenditure  of  above  two  hun¬ 
dred  millions  of  money,  to  bring 
down  to  that  houfe  fuch  a  pYopo- 
fition  as  the  prefent.  He  then  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  circum'ftance  of  there 
being  no  official  communication 
to  the  houfe  of  the  rebellion,  be¬ 
fore  parliament  was  called  upon  to 
take  fuch  an  important  hep ;  this 
he  conlidered  as  a  ferious  omilfion. 
He  faid  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  be  at  a  lofs 
for  the  form  of  communication  ; 
for  the  cafe  of  communicating  the 
American  affair  to  the  houF  from 
the  throne  was  dire&iv  in  point; 
and  faid  that  thofe  proceedings 
were  fuch  as-  fhould  have  been. 

adopted 
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adopted  on  the  prefent  occasion. 
A  week  was  then  allowed  before 
the  king’s  meftage  was  taken  into 
confideration ;  but  how  different 
was  the  mode  adopted  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  inftance.  No  communica¬ 
tion  whatever  was  made  to  parlia¬ 
ment  of  the  exigence  of  the  rebel 
lion.  If  Ireland  was  fo  fituated,  as 
that  the  prefence  of  this  body  was 
e  fieri  tial  to  its  prefervation,  it  be¬ 
came  neceffary  for  him  to  watch 
the  interefts  of  England.  He 
fliould  not,  he  trufted,  be  fufpedf  ed 
of  a  difpofition  to  leparate  the  in  - 
tereffs  or  the  two  countries;  hut., 
if  the  intereft  of  the  one  clafhed 
with  that  of  the  other,  it  became 
him  to  recoiled!  that  he  was  a  re- 
prefentative  of  England.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  fhould  at¬ 
tempt  to  convince  him,  that  the 
meafures  purfued  in  Ireland  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  agency  of  France,  he 
would  have  great  difficulty,  as  he 
could  not  confcientiouflv  believe 
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that  France  had  any  fhare  in  fhem. 
Not  having  the  opportunity  of  re¬ 
ference  to  official  documents,  he 
could  only  form  his  opinion  from 
fuch  information  as  he  was  able  to 
colled!.  For  inftance,  he  found 
that  lord  Fitzwilliam  was  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  opinion,  and  that  his  lord- 
fliip  had  not  formed  his  opinion 
from  the  confequences  of  the  mea¬ 
fures  which  had  been  purfued  ; 
but  that  he  now  referred  to  letters 
written  three  years  ago,  in  which 
he  urged  the  neceffity  of  concef- 
fton  to  the  catholics;  and  faid,  he 
fhould  feel  himfelf  as  much  dif- 
pofed  to  give  credit  to  the  noble 
lord,  as  to  the  ftafement  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman.  Mr. 
Tierney  next  read  the  preamble  to 
the  militia  ad!  ;  and  obferved,  that 
'the  fo;ce  was  intended  not  only  as 
a  body  for  the  defence,  but  that  it 
'formed  a  part  of  the  conftitution 


of  the  country,  from  which  thtf 
greateft  advantages  were  derived. 
Where  was  a  fubftitute  to  be  found 
for  this  body  ?  It  was  evident,  he 
faid,  from  the  ad!,  that  the  men,  if 
difpofed,  fliould  not  be  permitted 
to  leave  the  kingdom,  as  the  tenor 
of  their  oath  was  to  ferve  faithfully 
in  Great  Britain.  It  was  obvious, 
that  a  militia,  embodied  for  five 
years,  was  fufficient  for  all  domeftic 
purpofes  ;  and,  as  there  were  3,500 
guards,  he, thought  the  militia  were 
competent  to  do  their  duty.  Mr. 
Tierney  then  reprobated  the  con- 
dud!  of  adminiftration ;  and  con¬ 
cluded  bv  expreffing  his  determi- 
nation  not  to  fnpport,  by  a  fingle 
man  or  a  guinea,  a  government  fo 
adminiftered  as  that  of  Ireland,  un¬ 
til  fatisfied  that  the  rebellion  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  French  interference, 
operating  on  the  difeontented  in 
that  country  ;  nor  would  he  fend 
12,000  of  the  militia  of  this  coun¬ 
try  to  the  affiffance  of  men,  whofe 
condudl,  he  faid,  had  been  fo  fcan- 
daloufly  difgraceful. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  could  not  be 
fatisfied  with  giving  a  filent  vote 
on  the  meafure,  partly  on  account 
of  its  Angularity,  and  partly  be- 
caufe  his  fentiments  and  feelings 
did  not  exadtly  coincide  with  thofe 
which  any  gentleman  had  exprefied 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  debate. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  juft  fpoken  had  ftrangely  and 
moll  unwarrantably  contended, 
that  the  militia- men,  by  the  en-- 
gagement  which  they  took  on  en¬ 
tering  into  that  body,  to  ferve  any¬ 
where  in  Great  Britain,  were  pre¬ 
cluded  from  ferving  out  of  Great 
Britain,  even  by  .  thfeirow.-n  confent. 
What  fort  of  an  argument  was  it, 
that  by  engaging  to  do  a  particular 
thing,  or  up  to  a  certain  extent,  a 
perfon  precluded  himfelf  from  do¬ 
ing  fomttiiing  more,  or  beyond 
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that  extent,  if  he  chofe  it.  He  felt 
it,  however,  his  duty,  to  declare 
that  he  confidered  the  meafure  as 
being  but  too  likely  to  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  lading  injury  to  that  moft 
excellent  inftitution  the  militia. 
Strong  as  he  felt  this  objeCRon  to 
be,  yet  what  was  to  be  done?  A 
rebellion  to  a  mod  alarming  extent 
had  broken  out  in  Ireland,  and 
continued  to  rage,  even  with  in- 
creating  violence.  If  it  had  grown 
into  a  rraxim  of  unquellionable 
authority,  “  in  war,  he  who  gains 
time  gains  every  thing  in  the  cafe 
of  an  infurreCHon  in  a  country, 
circurnftanced  like  Ireland,  the 
maxim  was  dill  more  clear,  and  of 
infinitely  more  cogent  application. 
Gentlemen  argued  ag&inft  the 
meafure,  becaufe  they  wifhed  that 
conciliatory  meafurcs  fliould  be 
tried  rather  than  coercive,  and 
that  the  effudon  of  blood  fliould 
be  fpared.  It  was  precifely  thefe 
very  confideratibns,  Mr.  Wilber- 
force  declared,  which  urged  him 
mod  powerfully  to  fupport  the 
prefent  meafure.  The  force  ac¬ 
tually  in  Ireland,  at  prefent,  might 
perhaps  be  fufficient  in  the  end  to 
reduce  the  rebels  to  fubjeCtion  ; 
but  it  could  ou.lv  be  after  a  long 
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and  few  ere  druggie  ;  and  if  the 
houfe  wifbed  to  difpirit  the  rebels, 
and  to  induce  them  to  defid  from 
their  efforts,  they  mud  {Lengthen 
the  arms  of  government  by  power¬ 
ful  reinforcements,  in  order  to 
convince  them  that  ail  further  re- 
fidence  would  be  fruitlefs.  Mr. 
Wilberforce  faidhe  was  convinced, 
that  the  meafure  was  in  itfelf  ob¬ 
jectionable,  yet  he  mu  ft  give  it  his 
decided  fupport  on  the  ground  of 
neceffity,  and  dill  more  on  the 
principle  of  its  being  calculated  to 
fpare  the  effudon  of  human  blood. 

Lord  George  '  Cavendifh  faid  a 
few  words  againft  fending  the  mi- 
1798. 


litia  to  Ireland;  as'  being  entirely 
unconftitutional. 

Sir  W.  Pultenev  agreed  with 
gentlemen  on  both  dues,  th  t  th  s 
was  a  queftion  of  great  impotence, 
and  mud  have  a  great  dfirCt  on  the 
militia  in  future.  The  rebellion, 
however,  was  no  owing  to  ja¬ 
cobins;  and  he  was  afraid  that 
fending  the  militia  was  now  un¬ 
avoidable  ;  but  this  was  no  excufe 
for  thofe  who  brought  us  into  the 
embarraffment. 

Mr,  Manning  was  anxious  that 
the  meafure  diould  be  carried  into 
effeCt  with  as  much  aPention  to 
conditulional  principles  as  poffiiple. 
He  wi  fifed  that  his  maieftv  diould 
be  empowered  to  offer  a  bomitv  to 
Inch  rnilitia-men  as  diould  choofe 
to  enter,  to  fill  up  the  vacan  lies  in 
fkeleton  regiments;  that  the  militia- 
men  -fliould  have  penniffion  fo  to 
do;  and  that  they  fliould  ' receive 
bounty.  Thus  -not  a' moment’s  de¬ 
lay  would  be  occafioned  in  fending 
troops  to  Ireland  ;  and  thus,  having 
failed  12,000  men  conftitutianally, 
it  would  be  eafv  to. fill  up  the  va¬ 
cancies  in  the  militia  from  the  fup- 
plementary  corps.  He  diould, 
however,  vote  ,  for  the  amendment 
propofed  by  Mr.  Banks. 

Mr.  Dundas  rofe  to  explain,  but 
was  prevented  by  the  fpeaker. 

Mr.  Rider  faid  a  few  words ;  after 
which  the  houfe  divided  on  the 
qu  eft  ion  for  the  amendment. 

Ayes  -  47 

Noes  -  1 18 


Majority  7 1 

The  original  motion  was  then 
put  and  carried. 

Wednesday,  June  20.  On  the 
order  for  reading  a  fecond  time  the 
bill  to  enable  his  majefty  to  accept 
the  fervices  of  12,000  men  of  the 
militia  to  go  to  Ireland  being  read. 

General  Tarleton  00 poked  he 
L  *  ill 
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bill.  He  thought,  that  before  the 
country  was  ftript  of  the  militia, 
means  fhould  be  taken  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  this  country,  the  fituation 
Of  which  was  as  critical  as  Ireland. 
He  entered  into  a  ftatement  of  the 
military  force  of  the  kingdom,  and 
concluded,  that  the  force  to  which 
the  defence  of  the  whole  coaft 
of  England  and  Scotland,  arfe- 
nals,  &c.  was  committed,  were 
only  37,000  men,  who  had  carried 
firelocks  a  year.  Tlie  volunteer 
corps  were  not  in  fuch  a  (late  of 
difeipline  as  to  be  effective,  and 
the  provifional  cavalry  were  not  to 
be  relied  upon. 

Mr.  Dundas  made  a  fhort  reply, 
and  contended,  that  the  volunteer 
corps  which  had  come  forward  to 
oifer  their  fervices,  had  been  pro¬ 
nounced,  by  officers  of  the  mili¬ 
tia,  to  be  in  fuch  a  Hate  as  to  be 
effective,  if  neceffity  required  ;  and 
the  provifional  cavalry  were,  in' 
general,  a  corps  which,  in  cafe  of 
emergency,  might  prove  of  the 
greateft  advantage  to  the  conn- 
try. 

Mr.  Jekyll  laid,  in  obedience  to 
the  didtates  of  his  own  confcience, 


and  in  compliance  with  the  duty 
which  he  owed  to  the  people  of 
England,  he  muff  make  all  the 
hand  he  was  able  againlt  a  meafure 
which  flew  in  the  lace  of  the  con- 
ff itution  5  for  no  information  had 
been  laid  before  the  houfe  to  guide 
its  judgment  on  the  propriety  of 
the  motion.  And  until  proper  do¬ 
cuments  were  laid  before  the 
houfe,  to  prove  that  an  unnatural 
and  wicked  rebellion  raged  in  Ire¬ 
land,  how  could  we  know  but  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  had  a  right  to 
7n ake  this  rejijlance — (A  murmur  of 
difapprobation  arofe,  and  Mr.  fe- 
cretary  Dundas  moved  that  the 
Handing:  order  for  excluding  ftran- 
gers  be  enforced,  upon  which  the 
fpeaker  ordered  the  gallery  to  be 
cleared).  The  debate  continued 
for  fome  time ;  after  which  the 
houfe  divided  on  the  queftion  for 
the  fecona  reading  of  the  bill. 

Ayes  -  /  45 

Woes  -  it 

Majority  -  32 

-  tr  k/ 

The  bill  was  afterwards  read  a 
third  time  and  paffed . 
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HE  fatal  conteft  which  had 
been  long  expected,  and  long 
feared,  in  Ireland,  broke  forth  this 
Year,  with  ail  the  horrors  which 
naturally  accompany  fuch  an  event. 
To  underhand  the  nature  and 
foundation  of  the  difturbances,  it 
will  be  necefiary  to  carry  our  views 
back  to  the  earlier' periods  of  the 
Irifli  hiftory,  and  to  conftder  the 
whole  of  the  predifpofing  caufes  in 
a  connedted  feries. 

It  has  been  faid  that  hiftory  in 
general  is  no  other  than  the  melan¬ 
choly  record  of  human  crimes  and 
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human  calamities.  To  no  hiftory 
can  the  remark  be  more  applicable 
than  to  that  of  this  unhappy  king¬ 
dom.  Previous  to  its  fubjugation 


to  England,  this  iftand  was  the  corn 
ftant  theatre  of  bloody  and  deftruc- 
five  wars  between  the  petty  fove- 
reigns,  who  exercifed  a  precarious, 
but  tyrannical  authority  over  the 
different  provinces  ;  and  from  that 
period  few  and  fleeting  were  the 
intervals  in  which  the  country  was 
not  agitated  by  inveterate  and  cruel 
ftruggles  to  regain  that  imaginary 
independence,  which  the  natives 
never  failed  to  lament  they  had 
loft. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  difpute 
between  the  hiftorians  of  the  two 
countries,  whether  the  fwereignty 
of  Ireland  was  acquired  by  Henry  II. 
by  conqueft  or  by  ceffion.  The 
difpute  is  little  interefting  in  itfelf, 
L  2  and 
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aiid  is'  not  eafy  to  be  determined. 
Irelan  1,  dift  rafted  by  inteftine  di- 
vihons  and  contefts,  law  a  foreign 
force  introduced  by  one  of  its  na¬ 
tive  princes,  who  had  been  expelled 
from  his  fovereignty  for  his  licen- 
tioufnefs  and  tyranny.  Supported 
by  the  party  of  the  exiled  prince, 
the  Englifh  found  but  a  feeble  re¬ 
finance  to  their  arms;  and  the  king 
of  Leinfter  was  reinftated,  partly 
by  their  affiftance,  but  more  by  the 
weaknefs  and  difunion  of  his  adver- 
faries.  Henry  found  the  road  made 
plain  and  eafy  to  him  by  the  va¬ 
lour  and  ability  of  Strongbow, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  the  fiift  adven¬ 
turer  who  undertook  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  exiled  prince ;  and  the 
monarch  of  Ireland  was  happy  to 
putchafe  for  himfelf  the  peaceful 
enjoyment  of  his  dignity  and  do¬ 
minions  by  a  compaft;  in  confe- 
quen.ee  of  which,  he  was  to  be  in¬ 
verted  with  all  the  rights  of  fove- 
reigntv,  as  the  vaffal  of  Plenry  ;  for 
which  he  confented  to  do  him  ho¬ 
mage,  and  to  pay,  as  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  dependence,  a  fmall 
annual  tribute.  A  certain  part  of 
the  kingdom  was  ceded  to  the 
Englilh  adventurers:  this  part  was 
governed  by  the  Englifh  ufages ; 
,and  an  officer  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land  prefided  over  its  government, 
"“under  the  title  of  lord  deputy,  while 
the  red  of  the  country  remained 
under  its  native  princes,  and  fubjeft 
to  its  original  (Brehon)  laws. 

Not  content  with  the  boundary, 
which,  by  the  firft  treaty,  was  a f- 
figned  them,  the  Englifli  fettlers 
gradually  extended  their  territories, 
by  encroachments  and  conquefts, 
on  their  Ids.  warlike  neighbours; 
but  it  was  not  till  the  reign  of  Eli¬ 
zabeth  that  the  country  could  be 
Paid  to  be  completely  fubjefted  to 
the  Englifh  yoke..  In  the  c.curfe  of 
thefe  tranfaftions,  however,  many 


of  the  native  Irifli  were  difpoffetfed 
of  the  inheritance  of  their  anceffors } 
they,confequently,  regarded  the  new 
fettlers  as  intruders  and  plunderers : 
infurreftions  were  frequent;  and 
each  infurreftion  produced  new 
forfeitures  :  and  the  caufes  of  ani- 
rnodty  were  multiplied,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  efforts  which  were  made 
for  the  recovery  of  their  lolt  rights. 

At  the  celebrated  period  of  the 
reformation,  a  new  caufe  of  dif- 
union  was  generated  from  that 
Prong  attachment  to  their  ancient 
religion,  which  forms  a  linking 
feature  in  the  character  of  the  na¬ 
tive  Irifli.  The  agreement  in  reli- 
gious  fentiment  formed  a  bond  of 
attachment  between  fuch  of  the 
Englifh  fettlers  as  refilled  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  religion  of  the  court, 
and  their  Iridi  brethren.  National 
prejudices  were  forgotten  in  thofe  of 
religion.  The  catholic  defeend- 
ants  of  the  drfl  adventurers  now 
intermixed,  more  freely  than  they 
had  done  before,  with  a  people 
whom  they  had  treated  as  their  vaf- 
fals.  Their  origin  was  forgotten  ; 
they  became  naturalifed  to  the  foil, 
to  the  manners  and  cufloms  of  its 
inhabitants.  The  character  of  pro- 
teftant,  or  of  papift,  formed  at 
length  the  great  line  of  diflinftion  : 
thefe  terms  were  equivalent  to  thofe 
of  Englifli  and  Irifli ;  and  even  the 
principal  marks  to  diflinguifh  the 
alien  from  the  native. 

Hence,  in  every  ftruggje  that 
occurred  for  the  recovery  of  their 
national  independence,  and  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  their  anceffors,  religion 
was  deeply  blended  with  civil 
claims;  and  the  re-effabhfhment 
of  the  catholic  faith  was  equallv  an 
objeft  with  the  reiteration  of  their 
eftates. 

A  connexion  with  the  Catholic 
powers  of  the  continent  was  a  ne- 
ceffary  effeft  of  this  harmony  in  re¬ 
ligious 
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ligious  fen’tinaent.  Thus,  when 
Hugh  earl  of  Tyrone,  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  formed  the  daring 
project  of  erecting  Ireland  into  an 
independent  fovereigntv,  he  was  at 
firft  fecretly,  and  afterwards  openly, 
shifted  by  Spain.  The  infurrec- 
tion  is  defcribed,  by  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  privy-council,  as  u  an 
univerfal  Irifti  rebellion,  to  (hake 
off  all  Englifti  government. ” — 
Forty  years  had  fcarcely  elapfed, 
from  the  period  in  which  this  re¬ 
bellion  was  fuppreffed,  before  it 
was  fucceeded  by  another,  more  ge¬ 
neral,  if  poflible,  and  more  dread¬ 
ful.  The  infurredtion  of  1641  is 
written  in  characters  of  blood,  and 
marked  out  for  the  horror  and 
amazement  of  pofterity.  Religion 
was  not  only  a  motive,  but  the 
avowed  pretext  of  the  infurgents. 
Even  the  catholics  of  the  pale,  the 
defcendants  of  the  firft  Englifti  ad¬ 
venturers,  took  an  active  part  in  the 
infurredtion  :  and  that  they  added  in 
concert  with  the  catholic  powers 
on  the  continent  can  fcarcely  be 
doubted.  The  leaders  of  the  re¬ 
bellion  were  publicly  aftifted  by 
money  from  the  papal  treafury ; 
and  an  accredited  legate  from  his 
holinefs  occupied  a  feat  in  the  con¬ 
vention  of  Kilkenny.  On  the  fup- 
preftion  of  this  rebellion,  the  for¬ 
feitures  were  many,  and  were  con¬ 
firmed  bv  the  adt  of  fettiement, 
paffed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. ; 
thefe  were  fucceeded  by  others, 
which  took  place  after  the  memo¬ 
rable  ftand  made  by  the  catholics 
of  Ireland,  in  favour  of  a  popifti  mo¬ 
narch,  in  the  year  1690  ;  and  while 
their  religious  prejudices  continued 
to  be  invaded,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  natives  were  deprived  of  their 
inheritances  ;  and,  to  the  zeal  of  bi 
gotry,  the  fenfe  of  fuppofed  injuf- 
tice  was  added,  to  ftimul&te  the 
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paffions  of  indignation  and  revenge, 
and  the  hope  of  retaliation. 

Jn  the  Irifti,  thefe  paffions,  with 
refpedt  to  what  is  termed  the  pro- 
teftant  afcendancy,  are  hereditary. 
The  proteftants  are  ftill  confidered 
as  intruders,  who  have  plundered 
the  natives  of  their  property,  and 
overturned  their  religious  eftabliftv- 
ment.  Many  caufes  have  co-ope¬ 
rated  with  this  fentiment,  to  render 
the  lower  dalles  untraddable  and 
defoerate:  and  an  occafion  or  ex- 
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cufe  has  feldom  prefented  itlelf, 
without  an  evident  inclination  on 
their  parts  to  throw  off  the  Britifli 
dominion.  The  peasantry  of  Ire¬ 
land  are  ignorant,  fa v age,  extremely 
poor,  and,  we  mu  ft  in  candour 
add,  in  fome  meafure  opprefled. 
The  grazing  fvftem,  and  the  mo- 
nopoly  of  farms,  have  precluded 
many  families  from  a  decent  and, 
independent  fubfiftence,  and  re¬ 
duced  them  to  a  precarious  and 
dependent  fituation.  The  out¬ 
rages  of  the  Whiteboys,  in  the 
year  1762,  and  for  about  ten 
years  fucceeding,  have  been  attri¬ 
buted  to  this  circumfhnce.  But 
when  it  is  remembered,  that  the 
exaddion  of  tythes  was  the  alleged 
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plea  of  the  infurgents,  and  that  all 
of  them  who  fuffered  were  of  the 
Catholic  perfuafion,  we  ftiall  not 
be  accufed  of  partiality  in  faying, 
that  religion  mu  ft  have  been  at  leaft 
one  of  the  principal  motives. 

The  repeal  of  Poyning’s  law, 
which  eftablifhed  the  independence 
of  the  Irifti  parliament,  and  the 
coneeffion  of  a  free  trade,  which 
were  granted  to  the  Irifti  in  the 
year  1 782,  it  was  hop  d,  would 
have  fatisfted  the  inhabitants  at 
large,  and  would  have  eftablifhed 
the  ifland  in  peace  and  profperity. 
In  that  arrangement,  however, 
which  was  principally  effected  by 
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the  proteftant  intereft,  the  catho¬ 
lics  were  not  inverted  with  the  full 
rights  and  privileges  to  which 
they  conceived  themfelves  entitled, 
though  the  penal  flatnt.es  againft: 
them  were  repealed-,  and  though 
they  were  placed  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  proteftants,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  tenure  of  their  landed 
property. 

In  a  former  volume  we  gave  a 
diftindl  account  of  the  further  con- 
ceffions  which  were  made  to  the 
catholics  of  Ireland  in  the  year 
1793.  By  that  arrangement,  they 
were  invefted  with  the  fame  privi¬ 
leges  as  his  majefty’s  proteftant 
fubjebts,  except  only  the  being  eli¬ 
gible  to  the  great  offices  in  the  ftate, 
about  32  in  number,  and  the  right 
of  fitting  and  voting  in  both  houfes 
of  parliament.  Whether  thele  few 
points  were  worth  a  conteft  on 
either  fide,  it  is  not  our  parts  to. 
determine.  It  was  faid,  on  the  one 
part,  that  to  admit  the  Roman  ca¬ 
tholics  to  the  principal  offices  of  the 
executive;  government,  said  to  feats 
in  the  legiflature,  would  be  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  revolution,  not  only 
in  the  ecclefiaftical  eftabiifhment, 
but  even  in  the  government ;  that 
not  only  the  property  of  the  church, 
but  all  which  was  derived  from  the 
authority  of  Great-Britain  ;  every 
thing  poftefted  by  the  proteftants,  as 
the  inheritance  of  their  anceftors, 
would  be  forfeited.  The  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  catholic  convention  in 
1643,  and  the  ftill  more  violent 
and  tyrannical  ails  of  the  catholic 
parliament  in- 1689,  were  triumph¬ 
antly  referred  to,  and  the  inve¬ 
terate  and  unfubdued  fpirit  of  the 
Ir i ill  papifts  were  alleged  as  rea- 
fons  againft  in  veiling  them  with 
too  much  power.  It  was  anfw-ered 
to  theie  reafons,  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  executive  officers  of 


the  ftate  refled  entirely  with  his 
majefty  and  his  lieutenant,  and  that 
there  was  little  danger  that  perfons 
hoftile  to  the  eftabiifhment  fhould 
meet  with  their  approbation.  With 
refpeil  to  the  right  of  fitting  in  par¬ 
liament,  it  was  argued,  that  ftili 
the  majority  of  electors  were  of  the 
proteftant  faith,  and  that,  confe- 
qnently,  a  majority  of  catholic 
members  was  not  likely  to-be  re¬ 
turned. 

In  the  year  1793,  earl  FitzwiJ- 
liam,  as  we  have  related  in  a  pre¬ 
ceding  volume,  was  appointed  to 
the  government  of  Ireland ;  and 
he,  according  to  his  own  fhtement, 
went  with  full  powers  from  the 
Britifh  miniftry  to  fatisfy  all  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  catholics. 
Whether  that  was  a  wife  meafure, 
or  not,  this  is  neither  the  proper 
time  nor  the  proper  place  to  difeufs. 
However  that  may  be,  it  can  never 
be  fufficientlv  regretted  that  the 
hopes  of  the  catholics  were  elevated 
only  to  experience  the  bitternefs  of 
difappointment.  The  recal  of  earl 
Fitzwilliam  certainly  created  much 
difeontent  in  Ireland,  and  was  at 
leaft  a  dangerous  circumftance  in 
the  hands  of  the  difaffedted  party. 

Thus  were  the  minds  of  the  Irifh 
peafantry  prepared  by  ancient  pre¬ 
judice,  and  what  they  confidered  as 
recent  injury,  for  a  ftate  of  infub- 
ordination  ;  and,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
things,  it  was  natural  to  expeblthat 
Ireland  fhould  be  in  fome  degree 
affebted  by  the  momentous  changes 
which  were  taking  place  on  the 
continent  of  Europe.  A  confi- 
derable  faction  had  exifted  almoffc 
from  the  firft  dawn  of  the  French 
revolution,  fecretly  attached  to  re¬ 
publican  principles,  and  who  im¬ 
patiently  deftred  a  participation  of 
that  equal  liberty,  which  they  er- 
roneoufly  believed  was  to  be  the 
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fruits  of  the  conteft  in  which  the 
Gallic  reformers  were  engaged. 
Befides  thefe,  there  were  many  am¬ 
bitious  and  difappointed  men,  who 
are  ever  ready  to  join  the  ftandard 
of  revolt  ;  and  there  was  a  Hill 
larger  body,  who  faw  defeats  in 
their  conftitution,  which  they  per- 
fuaded  themfelves  a  little  virtue 
and  energy  in  the  people  would  lead 
the  government  to  reform.  The 
catholics  were  frill  the  mold  nu¬ 
merous  ;  and,  on  that  account,  the 
moil  powerful  part  of  the  nation  : 
thefe  it  was  neceflarv  to  conciliate  ; 
and  the  party  contrived  to  implicate 
their  own  claims  with  thole  of  a 
people,  who  were  to  be  their  prin¬ 
cipal  agents  in  effecting  their  de¬ 
li  gns. 

The  projedl  of  a  parliamentary 
refbrm,  and  what  they  chofe  to 
term  catholic  emancipation,  or  a 
full  reftoration  to  the  catholics  of 
all  the  privileges  of  Irilh  fubjedfs, 
were  the  oftenfible  principles  upon 
which  the  fociety,  lince  become  l'o 
famous  under  the  name  of  United 
Irishmen,  was  formed.  It  was  in- 
ftituted  in  the  year  1 79 1 5  and  a  code 
of  laws  for  its  regulation  was  drawn 
up  bv  a  man  as  much  diftinguifhed 
by  his  talents  as  by  his  unfortunate 
and  premature  death,  Mr.  Theo¬ 
bald  Wolfe  Tone.  This  gentleman 
was  but  little  indebted  to  the  ad¬ 
ventitious  circumftances  of  birth 
or  fortune  for  his  celebrity  and  in¬ 
fluence.  He  was  the  fon  of  a 
tradefman  in  Dublin  :  he  was 
educated  in  Trinity-college,  and 
brought  up  to  the  bar.  From  in¬ 
clination,  and  probably  from  prin¬ 
ciple,  he  attached  himfelf  to  the 
popular  party,  and  was  the  leading 
perfon  in  the  eftablitliment  of  the 
fociety  in  queftion.  Tiie  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  fociety  evinced  much 
ability  and  political  knowledge;  and 
it  certainly  was  well  calculated  to 


effeH,  not  merely  its  oftenfible  ob¬ 
jects,  but  even  a  reparation  from 
the  Briri ill  connexion  ;  which,  there 
is  reaf'on  to  think,  v/as  meditated 
by  fome  of  t‘'e  leading  members, 
latterly  at  leaf!  ;  though  it  is  but 
juft  to  acquit  the  great  majority  of 
the  members  of  any  treafonable  de- 
fign  in  the  firft  inftitution  of  the 
fociety.  The  firft  and  principal 
article  exprefled,  that  <l  the  fociety 
was  conftituted  for  the  purpofe  of 
forwarding  a  brotherhood  of  affec- 

D  x 

tion,  a  community  of  rights,  and  a 
union  of  power  among  Irifhmen 
of  every  religious  perfuafion ;  and 
thereby  to  obtain  a  complete  reform 
in  the  legiflature,  founded  on  the 
principles  of  civil,  political,  and 
religious  liberty.’'  Each  particular 
fociety,  or  divifion,  was  originally  to 
confift  of  thirtv-fix  members,  which 
number  was  afterwards  reduced  to 
twelve.  Each  of  thefe  elected  their 
own  treafurer  and  fecretarv  :  and 

j  * 

alfo  appointed  delegate-*  to  what 
was  called  the  baronial  committee  : 
to  which  function  of  delegates,  by 
a  fubfequent  regulation,  the  lecre- 
taries  fucceeded  ex  officio  And  the 
lower  baronial  committee  eon  filled 
of  five  fecretaries,  who  were  in¬ 
verted  with  the  foie  direction  and 
fuperinteudence  of  the  five  foc:eties 
which  they  reprefenred.  From  each 
lower  baronial  committee  one  mem¬ 
ber  was  delegated  to  an  upper  ba¬ 
ronial  committee,  which  alfo  fu- 
perintended  all  the  lower  baronial 
committees  within  the  county  or 
diftridl.  One  or  more  delegates 
from  each  upper  baronial  commit¬ 
tee  formed  a  county  committee; 
and  two  or  three  from  each  county 
committee  formed  the  provincial 
committee.  An  executive  direc¬ 
tory  was  chofen  for  the  hole 
kingdom  by  the  provincial  com¬ 
mittees,  and  confified  of  five  per- 
fons,  who  were  oniy  known  to  the 
L  4  fecretaries 
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fecretaries  of  the  provincial  com- 
mittees,  who  were  the  fcrutineers 
•nf  the  ballot.  1  ae  directory  exer¬ 
cised  an  anno#  unlimited  autho¬ 
rity  over  the  whole  body  of  the 
in. ion,  though  their  names  and 
oc  Ans  were  utterly  unknown  to  the 
ruei  r-,  who  cave  implicit  ooe- 
dU  o  an  invifible  authority.  An 
earn  wr  adminiflered  to  every  new 
rnem  h;-r  on  his  ad  million  to  the 
foe  if  tv,  which  pledged  him  to 
5  *•  i-evere  in  endeavouring  to 
f:  .  a  .rot  her  hood  of  affection 

:  .me:*;  Irifhmen  of  every  religious 
pc.x fuafior  and  alfo  in  the  ob- 
mining  of  u  a  full  and  adequate 
remefeiitation  of  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land.5’  The  oath  further  engaged 
him,  that  neither  hopes,  fears,  re¬ 
wards,  or  punifhments,  fhonld  ever 
induce  him,  diredMy  or  indiredfly, 
to  inform  or  give  evidence  again# 
any  member  or  members  of  that 
and  fi  iiar  focieties. 

Thus  conflituted,  the  fociety,  for 
the  fir#  rwo  or  three  years  after  its 
inftitution,  by  its  circumfpedtion, 
efeaped  the  vigilance, .  or  by  its  in- 
lignificance  failed  to  excite  the  fuf- 
picions  of  the  gpve,mment.  Its  or- 
ganifation  was  gradually  perfected, 
and  profelytes  were  daily  brought 
over  to  the  caufe.  It  was  in  the 
fpring  of  1792,  that  what  is  termed 
the  affiliated  fvfrem,  or  a  complete 

•  *  '  1 

connexion  and  correipondence  be¬ 
tween  the  united  men  throughout 
the  kingdom  commenced  ;  and  to 
comp  ietethearrangement,erni  (Fa  ties 
were  difpatched  from  Dublin,  and 
from  the  province  of  Uliter,  to  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Whatever 
might  be  the  views,  however,  of  a 
very  few  of  the  leaders,  it  does  not 
\  appear  that  the  majority  of  the 
members,  had  at  tins  period,  or  for 
fome  time  after,  the  lea#  intention 
or  expectation  of  effecting  any  thing 
beyond  a  reform  of  parliament,  and 


what  they  termed  catholic  emanci¬ 
pation. 

Since  the  dreadful  maflacre  of 
1641,  and  the  fhbfequent  civil  war 
in  1689  and  1690,  the y  aloufiesand 
thefearsof  the  proteftants of  Ireland, 
and  tnofe  of  the  eftablifbed  church 
in  particular,  have  ever  been  awake 
again#  every  defign  which  appeared 
to  favour  the  catholic  caufe.  The 
extenfion  of  privileges,  which  was 
granted  to  the  papifts  in  1793,  was 
but  ill-received  by  a  large  body  of 
the  proteftants  ;  and  it  is  remarka¬ 
ble,  that  the  fpeech  of  the  Irifli 
chancellor  on  that  occaflon  predicts, 
that  the  conceffions  which  were 
then  made  would  not  be  fktisfado- 
ry  5  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  u  the 
avowed  objeCt  of  Irifli  reformers, 
and  catholic  emancipators,  was  re¬ 
paration  from  Great  Britain.’5  Id' 
is  not  our  wifli  to  enter  into  any 
party  difputes,  or  to  make  a  pane¬ 
gyric  on  the  leaders  of  any  party ; 
but  common  candor  extorts  from 
us  the  confeffion,  that  the  fpeech  to 
which  we  allude  is  replete  with 
hiftorieal  learning,  and  judicious 
argument;  and  it  may  be  read  as 
containing,  we  believe,  a  ju#  furn- 
mary  of  the  principles  upon  which 
the  proteftant  party  in  Ireland  have 
acted.  Imprefled,  therefore,  with 
the  apprehenfion  (’whether  well  or 
ill-founded,  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to 
inquire),  that  to  extend  the  pow¬ 
ers  and  privileges  of  the  catholics 
was  to  put  weapons  in  the  hands  of 

men,  who  would  onlv  ufe  them  to 
'  ^  \ 

the  overthrow  of  the  civil  and  ec- 
cleftafticai  eflablifhments,  and  a- 
larmed  at  the  proceedings  of  the 
united  Irifh men,  fome  or  the  more 
fanguine  of  the  fupporters  of  what 
is  called  the  proteftant  afcendency, 
formed  counter-affociations.  With 
more  zeal  than  judgment,  they  af- 
funied  the  external  marks  of  party 
diftUiduon  ;  and,  as  the  memory  of 

William 
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William  was  juftly  held  in  venera¬ 
tion  by  the  protefrants  of  Ireland, 
as  their  great  deliverer,  the  party 
were  loon  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  orange-men.  In  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Armagh,  where  religious 
finds  had  long  been  carried  on 
avith  peculiar  afperity,  the  two 
parties  entered  into  actual  and  vio¬ 
lent  contentions;  and,  we  fear, 
whatever  might  be  the  fpirit  or  the 
conduc'd  of  the  papifts,  the  orange- 
men  did  not  conduit  themfelves 
with  temper,  and  with  charity. 
They  are  charged'  with  outrages, 
which,  if  true,  would  difgrace  any 
caufe ;  with  burning  houfes,  and 
with  a  fettled  plan  for  expelling  all 
the  catholic  inhabitants  from  the 
county  and  the  province ;  to  feife 
the  arms  of  the  papifts  was  the  plea, 
and,  probably,  the  motive  under 
which  thefe  ex  cedes  were  com¬ 
mitted;  but  it  is  leldom  that  party 
rage  confines  itfelf  within  the  mea- 
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lures  abfolutely  necetTary  for  feif- 
defence. 

The  religious  feuds,  which  in 
this  manner  originated  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Armagh,  are  laid  to  have  given 
rife  to  that'  description  of  people 
who  have  been  fligmatifed  by  the 
name  of  defenders.  The  orange - 
men  had  been  active  in  depriving 
the  papifts  of  their  arms;  and  the 
latter  party  retaliated  by  plundering 
by  night  the  houfes  of  the  protef- 
tants,  ranfacking  every  quarter  for 
arms,  and  murdering  thofe  who 
had  the  fpirit  to  refill:.  The  defend¬ 
ers  were  bound  to  fecrecyand  union 
by  a  folemn  oath,  and  afted  in 
all  their  predatory  excurfions  with 
the  fame  alertnefs  and  vigilance 
which  had  diftinguifhed  the  white- 
boys  a  few  years  before. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Irifti  go¬ 
vernment,  now  ferioufly  alarmed, 
paffed  an  aft  againft  the  holding  of 
feditious  meetings,  or  conventions. 


HISTORY.  169 

1 

for  any  political  purpofe,  without 
the  fanftion  of  the  magiftrates.  A11 
aft  was  alfo  pafied  againft  admini - 
ftering  the  defender’s  oath;  and 
many  of  thefe  deluded  people  wefe,^ 
from  time  to  time,  apprehended, 
tried,  and  convifted,  at  the  different 
aftizes  for  their  refpeftiye  counties. 
The  united  Irifhmen  appear  to  have 
had  no  immediate  connexion  with 
the  defenders  ;  yet  through  their  fe- 
cretary,  it  is  alleged,  they  raifed 
money  to  fupport  and  defend  fame 
of  them  upon  their  trials. 

The  French  government,  from 
the  fir  ft  of  the  conteft  with  this 
country,  we  may  indeed  fay  in  the 
very  commencement  of  it,  feem  to 
have  been  remarkably  ignorant  of 
the  ftate  of  the  people,  and  the  go¬ 
vernment  with  whom  they  had  to 
contend.  They  have  repeatedly 
fallen  into  the  error,  which  fome, 
indeed,  of  the  tory  party  in  Great 
Britain  have  held  or  countenanced, 
that  all  who  difapprove,  in  any  de¬ 
gree,  of  the  conduc'd  of  mirufters  in 
Great  Britain  are  difpofed  to  a  re¬ 
volution.  No  error  can  bemorefia-* 
grant  or  more  fatal  either  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  an  enemy,  or  cherifhed 
by  the  ad  mi  nift  ration.  Of  the  per- 
fons  hoftiie  to  miniftry  in  Britain, 
fomearefoupon  mere  party  motives, 
that  is,  attached  to  the  men  who 
wifh  to  fupplant  the  prefent  mini- 
fters,  and  to  occupy  their  ftations ; 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  perfons  of 
this  delcription  fhould  be  defirous 
of  a  revolution,  which  mu  ft  defeat 
the  very  hopes  on  which  they  act, 
and  involve  the  majority  and  mi¬ 
nority  in  one  common  ruin.  Some 
again  are  the  remains  of  the  old 
whig  party  in  this  kingdom,  who 
venerate  the  jconftitution,  and  only 
condemn  the  minifters  when  they 
fuppofe  them  to  have  committed 
innovations  upon  it.  Some  are  in 
oppofttion  upon  religious  preju¬ 
dices 
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dices,  becaufe  they  have  ever  been 
hodiie  to  the  ecclefiafiical  efhbiifh- 
ment.  None  of  thefe  defer iptions 
of  men,  however,  are  to  be  regard¬ 
ed  as  friendly  to  a  revolution.  We 
have,  on  the  contrary,  ever  affirmed, 
that  the  adtual  republicans  in  this 
country  are  few,  and  thofe  are  to 
be  rather  confidered  as  fpeculative 
than  adlive  democratifls.  The  per¬ 
sons  who  are  defirous  of  a  change 
of  government  in  this  country  are 
alfo  comparatively  very  few;  and 
thefe  are  men  of  defperate  fortunes, 
or  in  the  lower  clafles  of  fociety. 
Thefe  have  ever  been  our  fenti- 
ments,  and,  we  are  perfuaded,  the 
courfe  of  events,  and  the  cool  judg¬ 
ment  of  pofteritv,  will  confirm  our 
verdidf.  So  ignoranty-however,  have 
the  French  always  been  of  the  real 
difpofition  of  the  people  of  England, 
that  they  have  continually  flattered 
themfelves,that  if  the  ftandard  of  re¬ 
volt  was  once  eredted, millions  would 
flock  to  enrol  themfelves  under  it. 
In  the  year  1794,  a  jperfon  of  the 
name  of  Jackfon,  who  had  been  a 
clergyman  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  was,  previous  to  his  going 
to  France,  connedfed  with  fome  of 
the  daily  papers  in  London,  obtain¬ 
ed,  through  fome  Irifli  or  Britifh 
emigrants  in  Paris,  an  introduction, 
to  the  jacobin  party  which  was  then 
in  power.  Jackfon  came  to  Eng¬ 
land  with  no  recommendation  ex¬ 
cept  to  a  Mr.  Stone,  whefe  brother 
at  that  time  refided  in  the  Gallic 
metropolis,  and  was,  we  believe, 
employed  as  the  printer  to  the  con¬ 
vention.  The  objedt  of  the  mif- 
flon  Was,  apparent.}',  to  form  a  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  difaffedted  party  in 
this  kingdom,  and  to  facilitate  a 
plan  of  invaflon,  which  feems  to 
have  been,  at  lead  remotely,  medi¬ 
tated  at  that  time.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  though  Jackfon  was  a  native 
of  Ireland,  this  country,  and  not  ills 


own,  appears  to  have  been  the  foie 
objedt  of  the  French  at  that  period. 
Stone,  however,  to  whom  he  was 
recommended,  was  better  informed ; 
if  we  may  credit  his  defence  on  his 
trial,  he  earneftly  deprecated  any 
plan  of  invaflon  here  ;  and  fome 
perfons,  with  whom  he  communi¬ 
cated,  advifed  Jackfon  to  turn  his 
attention  to  his  native  country,  as 
a  theatre  better  adapted  to  revolu¬ 
tionary  movements.  Jackfon  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Ireland  with  this  view:  he 
was  there  introduced  to  Mr.  Hamil¬ 
ton  Rowan,  at  that  time  imprifoned 
in  Newgate  for  feditious  or  trea- 
fonable  practices,  and  to  Mr.  The¬ 
obald  Wolfe  Tone,  both  of  them 
perfons  of  high  authority  in  the  fo¬ 
ciety  of  united  Irifhmen,  and,  in¬ 
deed,  men  of  influence  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  From  his  communications 
with  thefe  and  other  perfons  of  the 
fame  defeription,  he  was  informed 
of  the  true  Rate  of  Irifh  politics; 
and  fomething  like  a  plan  began  to 
be  formed  for  a  co-operation  with 
the  French  in  an  invaflon  of  Ire¬ 
land.  During  his  (lav  in  England, 
however,  Jackfon  had  communi¬ 
cated  pretty  freely  with  a  perfon 
who  had  formerly  exerci fed  the 
profeffion  of  an  attorney.  This 
man  he  made  his  confidential  agent, 
anu  entrufted  with  all  his  fecrets. 
In  the  mean  time  this  perfon  had 
revealed  to  the  Britifli  ministers  the 
views  and  condudt  of  Jackfon,  and 
he  was  ordered  by  them  to  watch 
all  his  motions,  which  he  carefully 
did.  In  conc'iufion,  Jackfon  was 
apprehended,  brought  to  trial  ill 
Dublin,  and  convidted  of  high  trea- 
fon.  The  unfortunate  man  antici¬ 
pated  the  fentence  of  the  law  ;  and 
having,  as  is  generally  believed, 
taken  poifon  previously  to  his  being 
called  into  court  to  receive  fen¬ 
tence,  he  fuddenlv,  as  his  council 
began  to  argue  an  arreft  of  judg¬ 
ment, 
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■merit,  funk  down  at  the  bar,  and 
expired.  Stone  was  alfo  appre¬ 
hended  in  England;  and,  after  a 
long  detention  in  Newgate,  was 
brought  to  trial  before  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  and  acquitted;  prin¬ 
cipally,  we  believe,  on  the  ground 
that  he  had  difcouraged  the  idea  of 
invading  Great  Britain,  and  was  not 
concerned  in  the  tranfadtions  of 
Jackfon  in  Ireland. 

Immediately  on  the  convi&ion 
of  Jackfon,  Mr.  Tone,  and  fome 
others  of  the  united  Irifhmen,  ab¬ 
sconded  ;  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan 
foon  after  made  his  efcape  from 
Newgate ;  and  from  this  time,  till 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1795, 
there  appears  to  have  exifled  no  di¬ 
rect  communication  between  the 
French  government  and  the  united 
Irifhmen,  as  a  fociety  at  lead. 

Soon  after  the  recall  of  earl  Fitz- 
william,  the  fociety  of  united  Irifh¬ 
men  received  a  considerable  accef- 
fion  of  men  of  parts  and  influence. 
Mr.  Arthur  OConnor,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfeif 
by  his  able  fupport  of  that  noble¬ 
man’s  adminiftration  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  ;  Dr.  M‘Nevin,  who 
had  been  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  enforcing  the  claims  fet 
forth  in  the  catholic  petition  ;  and, 
we  believe,  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  an 
opulent  citizen  of  Dublin,  who  had 
been  a  diftinguifhed  fupporter  of 
the  fame  principles,  joined  the  fo¬ 
ciety.  YVhat  is  called  the  military 
fyjlem  had  commenced  before  thefe 
gentlemen  became  members.  It 
was  completed  in  the  province  of 
Ulfter  on  the  10th  of  May  1795  ; 
but  it  had  not  made  any  confidera- 
ble  progrefs  beyond  the  northern 
province  before  the  autumn  of 
1796,  when  emifTdries  were  fent 
into  the  province  of  Leinfter  to 
propagate  the  fyftem,  and  to  urge 
the  fabrication  of  pikes,  and  the 
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procuring  of  arms.  It  is  affirmed, 
in  the  report  of  the  Xrifij  houfe  of 
lords,  “  that,  on  this  occafion,  the 
Bale  pretexts  of  parliamentary  re¬ 
form  and  catholic  emancipation 
were  found  ineffectual  for  the  fe- 
duClion  of  the  people  of  that  pro¬ 
vince  ;  and  therefore  the  emiftaries 
of  treafon,  who  had  undertaken  it8 
in  order  to  prevail  with  them  to 
adopt  the  fyifem  of  orgauifation, 
firft  reprefented  that  it  was  neceiTarv 
in  their  own  defence,  as  their  pro- 
teftant  fellow  fubjeCts  had  entered 
into  a  folemn  league  and  covenant 
to  deftroy  them,  having  fworn  to 
wade  up  to  their  knees  in  popilli 
blood.”  By  the  confeffions,  in¬ 
deed,  of  counfellor  Emmet  and  Mr. 
Bond,  both  of  them  members  of  the 
Xrifli  executive  directory,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  catholic  emancipation 
was  a  mere  pretext,  as  no  ecclefiaf- 
tical  eftablifnment  was  to  have 
been  permitted  had  the  meafures 
of  the  fociety  been  fuccefsful;  and 
the  mafs  of  the  people  too,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  were  perfectly  indifferent 
with  refpeCt  to  a  parliamentary  re¬ 
form,  and  were  wrought  upon, 
chiefly  by  the  profpeEt  of  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  tvthes,  and  a  perfuafion 
that  their  condition  would  be  bet¬ 
tered  by  a  revolution. 

Through  the  medium  of  Mr. 
Tone,  and  other  Irifh  refugees,  a. 
regular  communication  was  opened, 
in  the  year  1795?  between  the 
French  directory  and  the  united 
Irifhmen.  In  the  latter  end  of  that 
year,  a  meffenger  was  difpatched 
to  France  from  the  fociety,  and 
that  meffenger  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  Mr.  Edward  John  Lewins, 
an  attorney  in  Dublin,  and  a  very 
aCtive  member.  Early  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year,  therefore,  a  propor¬ 
tion  was  received  from  the  French 
government,  that  an  army  fhould 
be  fent  over  to  Ireland,  to  a  fit  ft  in 
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the  projected  effort  to  fubvert  the 
monarchy,  and  to  feparate  Ireland 
from  the  Britifh  connexion.  The 
propofal  was  duly  confidered,  and, 
after  fome  deliberation,  accepted 
by  the  fociety  :  but  to  arrange  the 
preliminaries  for  the  invafion,  it 
was  determined  that  fome  of  the 
moil  eminent  of  the  leaders  of  the 
republican  faction  in  Ireland  fliould 
have  an  interview  with  a  confiden¬ 
tial  agent  on  the  part  of  France. 
With  this  view,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  funrner  of  1796,  lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  and  Mr.  Arthur  O'Con¬ 
nor,  proceeded  to  Switzerland. — 
Near  tire  French  frontier,  an  inter¬ 
view  took  place  between  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  general  Hoche ;  and  in 
this  converfation,  it  is  believed,  the 
whole  plan  jo f  the  invafion  was 
finally  adjufted.  Of  the  abortive 
expedition  of  general  Hoche,  in 
the  winter  of  1796,  the  effect  of  this 
conference,  and  the  caufes  of  its 
failure,  we  have  formerly  fpoken. 
The  determined  loyalty,  evinced 
by  the  great  mafs  of  the  .Irifii  na¬ 
tion  on  that  occafion,  is  a  circum¬ 
stance  which  has  oc^afioned  fur- 
prife,  and  is  even  now  more  calcu¬ 
lated  than  before  to  excite  our  afto- 
nifhment,  fince  we  are  now  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  meafures  which 
had  been  adopted  in  Ireland  to  give 
effect  to  the  invafion.  The  rnyf- 
tery  is  however,  jn  forne  degree,  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  tefiimony  of  forne 
of  the  members  of  the  Irifh  di¬ 
rectory.  In  the  month  of  No¬ 
vember,  an  exprefs  was  received, 
informing  the  Irifh  executive  (as 
the  five  members  of  the  directory 
were  termed),  that  a  defcent  was 
immediately  to  be  made  with  a  force 
of  15,000  men  ;  but  in  a  few  days 
after,  a  letter  arrived,  which  they 
confidered  as  authentic,  acquaint¬ 
ing  them,  that  the  expedition  was 
deferred  till  the  fpring,  when  it 


was  intimated,  that  full  employ¬ 
ment  would  be  found  for  the  Brr- 
tifih  forces  by  the  invafion  of  Great 
Britain  itfclf,  as  well  as  the  fifler 
kingdom.  The  people  were  there¬ 
fore  left  wholly  unprepared  for  the 
reception  of  the  French,  and  un- 
apprifed  of  the.  mrafures  which  had 
been  previoufiy  taken,  The  letter, 
Hating  that  the  expedition  was  de¬ 
ferred,  was  probably  a  contrivance 
of  fome  agent  of  the  Britifh  govern- 
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ment,  but  of  this  we  are  not  official¬ 
ly  informed. 

The  military  fyflem,  as  it  is 
called,  proceeded  with  vigour 
after  the  renewed  communication 
with  the  French  government  in 
1796.  As  the  province  of  Uiiler 
had  been  always  the  mod:  forward 
in  every  preparation,  the  organifa- 
tion  was  firfi  completed  there;  the 
other  provinces  were  lefs  forward  ; 
but  Leinfter,  we  believe,  was  the 
Second  in  readinefs.  The  mode  of 
arming  was  communicated  by  an 
order  from  the  Irifii  executive, 
which  enjoined,  that  every  member 
of  the  union,  who  had  the  means, 
fliould  provide  himfelf  with  fire¬ 
arms;  and  that  thofe  who  were  un¬ 
equal  to  this  expenfe  fliould  pro¬ 
vide  themfelves  with  pikes.  The 
military  organifation  was  founded 
on  the  civil  arrangements.  The 
fecretary  to  each  fmall  divifion,  or 
fociety  of  twelve,  was  the  petty 
officer,  under  the  title  of  ferjeant 
or  corporal  ;  the  delegate  of  five 
focieties  to  a  lower  baronial  was 
ufually  a  captain,  and  thus  had  fixty 
men  under  his  command.  The 
delegate  of  ten  lower  baronials  to 
the  upper  or  diflindt  committee  was 
ufually  the  colonel ;  and  thus  a 
battalion  confifced  in  genera]  of 
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about  boo  men.  The  ftalf  officers 
were  appointed  in  the  following 
manner;  the  colonels  of  each 
county  fent  in  the  names  of  three 

perfonst 
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perfons  to  the  executive,  one  of 
whom  was  appointed  by  that  body 
a*djutant-general  to  his  county.  His 
duty  was  to  communicate  all  mili¬ 
tary  orders  from  the  executive.  The 
commander  in  chief,  and  the  fu- 
perior  officers  were,  we  believe,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  directory  alone. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  March, 
17965  th at  the  famous  infumdlion 
act,  empowering  the  magistrates  in 
any  county  or  diftridt  to  proclaim 
it  out  of  the  king’s  peace,  and  con- 
feqwently  to  fubjedt  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  military  law,  was  paffied  3 
but  this  law  was  not  acted  upon  till 
the  month  of  November  following. 
Various  opinions  have  been  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  operation  of  this  adt  3 
by  one  party  the  falvation  of  the 
country  is  attributed  to  the  vigour 
which  it  gave  to  the  fupporters  of 
government  ;  by  the  other,  it  is 
alleged  to  have  increafed  the  dif- 
contents  is  was  intended  tofu pprefs, 
to  have  produced  jfome  horrid  adts 
of  injuftice  and  oppreffion,  which 
irritated  the  people,  and  added  to 
the  numbers  of  tne  difaffedted. 
We  have  our  doubts  whether  either 
of  thefe  opinions  is  ftiidlly  juft. 
Vigorous  'meafnres  were  at  that 
feafon  undoubtedly  rxceffiary  on 
the  part  of  government  3  and  the 
conl’piracy  had;  ft  ruck  fo  deep  a 
root,  that  the  incieafe  of  (He  num¬ 
bers  oh  united  men  did  not  certainly 
depend  on  a  few  Solitary  alliances 
of  cruelty  or  opj^reffion  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  a  wife  government 
fliould  be  always  cautious  of  the 
multiplication  of  penal  flatutes  3 
and  the  defeat  of  the  confpiracy 
certainly  was  not  the  effedl  of  this 
law  — it  was  brought  about  by  more 
effediual  means,  by  a  difcovery  of 
the  plot,  and  bv  ftriking  at  the  root 
of  the  evil  by  fecuring  the  leaders. 

After  the  abortive  expedition  of 
Hoc  he,  the  members  of  the  Iriili 
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union  were  not  difeouraged.  The 
alliance  with  France,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  became  more  firmly  cemented. 
A  regular  communication  and  cor- 
refpondence  was  eftabliflied.  Lew- 
ins,  who  has  been  already  men¬ 
tioned,  was  appointed  as  the  refi- 
dent  minifter  of  the  Irifli  diredlory 
at  Paris.  He  paffied  over,  under 
the  affiumed  name  of  Thompfon, 
from  Ireland  to  Hamburgh.  There 
he  obtained  letters  of  evidence  from 
the  French  minifter  to  general 
Hoche,  whom  he  met  at  Frankfort, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  Paris, 
where  he  remained,  as  the  accredited 
minifter  of  what  they  vainly  term¬ 
ed  u  the  Irifh  republic.”  Of  the 
nature  of  the  negotiations  carried 
on  by  this  agent,  we  are  not  yet 
corredtly  informed ;  but,  in  the 
funimer  of  1797,  a  fpecial  mini¬ 
fter  was  fen t,  in  confequence  of  an 
application  from  the  French  direc¬ 
tory,  in  order  to  make  the  neceffiary 
arrangements  for  the  invafion.  Dr. 
M‘Nevin,  who  had  adled  as  fecre- 
tary  to  the  Irifti  executive,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  this  fervice,  and,  in  the 
month  of  June,  proceeded  to  Pa¬ 
ris,  with  fuller  powers,  and  more 
fpecific.  inftrudtions,  from  the  Irifti 
diredlory  than  had  been  furniftied 
to  Lew  Lis.  As  the  principal  inten¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  JVPNevin’s  journey 
was  to  r.t range  the  plan  of  the  in¬ 
tended  invafion,  he  came  with  a 
precife  projedt  for  the  expedition. 
He  recommended,  that  the  at¬ 
tempt  (liould  be  made  at  Oyfterha- 
ven  rather  than  at  Bantry  3  becaule 
the  redudlion  of  the  city  of  Cork 

J 

would  be  greatly  facilitated  by  that 
arrangement.  A11  additional  fup- 
ply  of  arms  was  alfo  required,  as 
large  feifures  had  been  made  by  the 
Irifti  government ;  and  the  ex- 
penfes  of  this  armament,  as  well  as 
of  the  preceding  one,  under  gene¬ 
ral  Hoche,  he  undertook,  ihould 

be 
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be  defrayed  bv  funds*  for  which 

•»  r  • 

the  Irifh  republic,  as  foon  as  regu¬ 
larly  conflituted,  fhould  be  refpon- 
fible.  The  negotiation  was  then 
pending  at  Lille-;  and  it  was  flro ug¬ 
ly  urged  upon  the  directory,  by  the 
Irifh  agents,  to  in, lid  on  the  repara¬ 
tion  of  Ireland  from  Great  Britain 
as  one  of  the  preliminaries.  Dr. 
M‘Nevin  was  further  infbruded  to 
negotiate  a  loan  of  half-a-million,  in 
Trance  or  Spain,  on  the  credit  of 
the  Irifh  directory;  but  in  this  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  million  he  failed.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  memorial  drawn  up 
by  Dr.  M‘Nevin,  and  prefented  to 
the  French  government  about 
this  time,  about  150,000  united 
Irifhmen  were  organifed  and  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  province  of  Ulfter 
only. 

While  thefe  negotiations  with 

G> 

the  enemv  were  in  agitation,  the 

*  ^  O  '  1 

impatience  of  l'ome  of  the  party  in 
Ireland  could  fcarcely  be  retrained  ; 
and,  in  the  fpring  of  1797,  a  plan 
was  ferioufly  d  if  cuffed  among  the 
leaders  in  Dublin  for  a  general  rif- 
ing,  without  waiting  for  foreign 
aili  fiance ;  but  it  was  overruled 
by  the  Dublin  part  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  who  had  cooler  heads,  or 
better  information,  than  their  afio- 
ciates.  The  Irifh  government,  in 
the  mean  time,  equally  alarmed  and 
perplexed  by  different  menacing 
and  contradictory  reports,  knew 
fcarcely  from  what  quarter  to  ex- 
ped  the  blow,  or  what  meafures  to 
adopt,  either  to  difeover  the  lurk¬ 
ing  treafon,  or  anticipate  its  efteds. 
They  appear  to  have  been  foracon- 
fiderable  period  ignorant  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
united  Irifhmen,  of  the  extent  of 
their  views,  and  of  their  power. 
A  difeo  very  of  fome  importance  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1797  en¬ 
abled  them  in  fome  rneafure  to  de- 


velope  the  myfterious  proceeding 
of  the  focietv,  and  to  place  them- 
felves  in  a  poflure  of  defence.  In¬ 
formation  had  been  received,  that 
a  feditious  meeting  of  fome  deferip- 
tion  or  other  was  to  be  held  at  the 
'ho ufe  of  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Alexander,  at  Belfaft,  on  Friday, 
the  14th  of  April,  1797.  On  this 
information, ,  colonel  Barber,  with 
a  detachment  of  the  army,  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  that  day  to  the  place  of 
meeting,  where  he  found  two  fo- 
cieties  or  committees  a  dually  fitting* 
Colonel  Barber  was  accompanied 
on  this  occafion  by  Mr.  Fqx,  the 
florekeeper  of  the  ordnance,  and 
this  gentleman  entered  one  of  the 
rooms,  and  lieutenant  Ellifon  the 
other.  They  feifed  the  papers  and 
minutes.  They  found  the  printed 
declaration  and  confiitution  of  the 
united  Irifhmen ;  various  reports 
from  provincial  and  county  com¬ 
mittees,  and  feveral  other  import¬ 
ant  documents  which  left  them  no 
longer  in  doubt  refpeding  the  ex¬ 
tent  and  the  views  of  this  formida¬ 
ble  confpiracy.  By  the  adivity  of 
the  magiflrates  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom  certain  other  papers,  which 
were  circulated  bv  the  focietv,  were 
difeovered,  and  ferved  to  throw 
further  light  on  their  proceedings, 
and  to  confirm  the  difeo veries  aL 
ready  made. 

The  papers  which  were  feifed 
were  fubjeded  to  fecret  committees 
of  both  houfes  of  parliament ;  and, 
upon  the  evidence  they  contained, 
a  report  was  drawn  up  by  each 
houfe.  The  vigour  and  adivity  of 
government  was  increafed;  a  large 
acceflion  was  made  to  the  military 
force  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  infur- 
redion  ad  was  put  in  force  in  fe¬ 
veral  parts  ;  confiderable  diftrids 
were  proclaimed  out  of  the  king’s 
peace  $  and  large  feifures  were  made 
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of  concealed  arms.  In  purfuing 
thefe  meafures,  it  would  b e  abfut'd 
to  deny  that  tnany  a<5ts  of  rigour, 
we  might,  perhaps,  fay,  of  cruelty, 
were  committed  by  the  agents  of 
government.  Fear  and  alarm  are 
ilrong  pallions,  and  there  are,  per¬ 
haps,  none  that  afhiate  the  human 
bread:  which  difpofe  more  to  cruel 
and  fanguinary  conduff.'  Several 
perfons  were  flogged  and  othervvife 
tortured  to  extort  confeffions.  Thefe 
are  proceedings  of  which  we  can¬ 
not  approve.  Every  punifhment 
inflicted  without  trial  is  a  violation 
of  juftice;  and  men,  who  were 
contending  for  the  government  and 
conftitution  of  their  anceflors, 
ought  to  have  been  the  laft  to  vio¬ 
late  that  conffitution,  whatever  the 
temptation.  In  the  confidence  of 
a  good  caufe,  they  ought  to  have 
adopted  implicitly  the  maxim — 
“  Fiat  juftitia  ruat  ccelum  with 
the  dignity  becoming  patriots  they 
ought  to  have  placed  themfelves 
upon  the  defenfive  at  every  point, 
but  not  have  fuffered  the  flighted: 
violation  of  thofe  facred  rights  they 
were  fo  glorioufly  defending.  We 
much  queftion,  whether  the  policy 
of  thefe  proceedings  was  not  as 
erroneous  as  the  proceedings  them¬ 
felves  were  blame-worthy.  The 
inferior  agents  were  little  acquainted 
with  the  great  fcheme  on  which 
'their  chiefs  were  proceeding ;  and 
it  is  manifeft,  that  the  confpiracy 
was  at  lead:  not  difeovered  by  the 
infliction  of  arbitrary  puniihments. 
To  defeat  feditious  machinations, 
rewards  are  always  a  more  power¬ 
ful  inflrument  in  the  hands  of  go¬ 
vernment  than  puniihments.  The 
m£n  who  enter  into  confpiracies 
are  commonly  ambitious,  and  often 
avaricious. — The  band  is  eafily  brok¬ 
en  by  holding  forth  proper  temp¬ 
tations  to  fuch  perfons  to  return  to 


lovaltv  and  forfake  their  fellows  in 

*  4 

iniquity;  and,  in  faft,  it  was  by 
thefe  means,  and  not  by  the  other, 
that  Ireland  was  faved. 

Candour  will,  however,  be  cau¬ 
tious  in  imputing  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  every  excefs  into  which  a 
heated  foldiery  may  be  occafionally 
betrayed  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  fome  a£is  of  grofs  feverity  were 
exercifed,  let  it  be  remembered 
that  the  provocations  were  many. 
Unhappy  Ireland  was  at  this  period 
the  theatre  of  aflafli nation  and  out¬ 
rage.  The  houfes  of  the  peacea¬ 
ble  inhabitants  were  frequently  af~ 
failed  by  night  by  perfons  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  fociety  of  united 
Irifhmen,  and  fome  refpectable 
perfons  were  murdered  in  the  moll 
barbarous  manner,  without  provo¬ 
cation,  and,  in  fome  inftances,  with¬ 
out  an  attempt  to  defend  themfelves. 

The  whig  minoritv  in  the  Irifli 
parliament  (whom  the  noble  au¬ 
thor  of  the  report  of  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  lords,  with  becom¬ 
ing  candour,  exonerates  from  the 
charge  of  being  privy  to  or  con- 
feious  of  the  defigns  of  the  trai¬ 
tors)  made  at  this  time  fome  ef¬ 
forts  to  fleer  a  middle  courfe,  and 
to  effedt,  by  conciliation,  what 
others  were  efFefling  by  force.  In 
the  month  of  May,  179 7,  Mr. 
Ponfonby  introduced  a  motion  in¬ 
to  the  Irifli  houfe  of  commons  in 
favour  of  a  parliamentary  reform. 
The  arguments  on  both  fades  turn¬ 
ed  chiefly  on  the  prefent  circmn- 
flances.of .the  nation.  Thofe  who 
fupported  the  motion  urged  it  as  a 
means  of  fatisfying  the  people,  and 
allaying  the  difeontents.  The  mi- 
nitlerial  fide  of  the  houfe  aliened, 
on  the  contrary,  that  no  time  could 
poflibly  be  fo  unfavourable  as  the 
prefent  for  making  any  experiments 
on  the  government  and  conilitu- 
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tion  of  the  country.  The  motion 
was  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  feventeen  votes  to 
thirty.  The  introduction  of  the 
motion  certainly  evinced,  that  the 
minority  in  parliament  were  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  views  and  ar¬ 
rangements  of  the  united  men ; 
otherwife  they  muff  have  known, 
that,  at  the  period  of  which  we  are 
treating,  no  Conceffion  of  the  kind 
would  have  fatisfjed  that  faction, 
whofe  object  unqueftionably  was 
to  deftroy  the  connexion  with  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  eredt  Ireland  into  an  in¬ 
dependent  republic.  After  this  ef¬ 
fort,  the  whig  party  in  Ireland  re¬ 
ceded  in  a  body,  and  never  after¬ 
wards  took  a  part  in  the  parliamen¬ 
tary  difcuffions. 

The  fatal  effects  of  party  and 
dl  fun  ion  were  at  this  period  appa¬ 
rent  in  almoft  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.  Commerce  appeared  to 
be  totally  ftagnant,  and  agriculture 
could  not  be  faid  to  Hound],  while 
whole  du  drifts,  through  alarm  or 
difaffehrion,  were  nearly  depopu¬ 
lated.  A  proclamation  was  i fiued 
by  the  government  on  the  ipth  of 
May,  which  exhibits  a  mod  affect¬ 
ing  picture  of  this  miferable  coun¬ 
try.  It  is  the  picture  of  a  people 
deferting  all  their  peaceful  occupa¬ 
tions,  and  preparing  for  civil  war. 
It  dates,  that  under  various  pre¬ 
tences,  the  mod  alarming  and  fe- 
ditious  aflemblages  were  convened  ; 
that  large  armed  bodies  of  the  mal¬ 
contents  had  plundered  the  houfes 
of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  ;  that 
the  didiiCt,  or  yeomanry  forces,  had 
been  attacked  with  a  view  to  dif¬ 
arm  them  ;  and  that  the  growing 
timber  of  the  country  had  been 
eland edinely  cut  down  and  con¬ 
veyed  away  for  the  fabrication  of 
pikes  and  offenfive  weapons.  It 
is  further  dated,  that  the  exertions 
cf  the  civil  power  had  proved  in- 


efFeChial  for  the  fuppredion  of  the 
confpiracy,  and  for  the  protedliore 
of  the  lives  and  properties  of  his 
majefty’s  faithful  fubjeCts  ;  and  that 
it  was  now  become  neceffary  to 
employ  the  military  force that 
orders  had.  therefore,  been  iflued  to 
all  officers  commanding  his  ma¬ 
jedy’s  troops,  to  oppofe,  with  their 
full  power,  ail  fuch  as  fhould  ob~ 
druCt  them  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty.  The  proclamation  con¬ 
cludes  with  an  offer  of  pardon  to 
all  fuch  perfons  as  had  joined  the 
treafonable  focieties,  on  their  re¬ 
turn  to  their  allegiance,  excepting 
only  luch  as  had  been  guilty  of 
murder,  confpiracy  of  murder,  bur¬ 
glary,  burning  of  houfes,  or  other 
a£ts  of  plunder  and  devadation. 

Not  intimidated  by  the  deter¬ 
mined  fpirit  of  this  proclamation, 
nor  even  by  the  atd.ive  exertions  of 
the  military,  the  united  men  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  redoubled  vigour.  The 
concealed  arms  were  dowdy  difeo- 
vered,  and  with  difficulty,  dnee 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
any  general  depot  of  arms ;  bu£ 
each  individual  took  care  of  his 
own.  It  is  even  dated,  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  of  the  com¬ 
mons,  that  foon  after  the  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  1 7th  of  May,  an 
adtive  effort  was  made  to  produce 
a  general  infurredtion  throughout 
Ulfter,  the  orders  for  which  were 
given  about  the  latter  end  of  that 
month,  in  conformity  to  a  plan 
which  had  been  previoudv  pre¬ 
pared.  A  flight  movement  did  ac¬ 
cordingly  Cake  place,  but  the  main 
defign  was  frudrateci  by  the  vigi¬ 
lance  and  activity  of  general  Lake, 
Many  of  the  leaders  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  fly,  and  fome  were  ap¬ 
prehended.  From  the  examination 
of  John  Hughes,  of  Bella  A,  how¬ 
ever,  before  the  committee  of  the 
lords,  it  appears  that  the  infurrec- 
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tion  did  not  take  place,  becaufe 
the  majority  of  the  counties  in 
Hitter  were  difinclined  to  come 
forward,  and  the  majority  of  the  re¬ 
bel  colonels  were  of  opinion,  that 
it  was  imprudent  to  ad,  at  that 
period,  without  foreign  aid. 

The  expected  affiltance,  was  in¬ 
deed,  at  this  period,  in  a  very  for¬ 
ward  Hate  of  preparation. 

In  the  month  of  July,  the  Irifh 
diredory  received  difpatches  from 
their  miniffers  at  Paris,  announc¬ 
ing  that  the  armament  then  fitting 
out  in  the  Texel  was  intended  for 
Ireland.  In  confequence  of  this 
information,  the  approach  of  the 
invaders  was  announced  at  the  pro¬ 
vincial  meetings,  as  appears  by  the 
provincial  reports,  in  which  it 
was  Hated,  that  the  expedition  was 
to  proceed  from  two  parts ;  that 
the  French  government  had  com¬ 
manded  their  admiral  to  proceed 
to  fea  as  foon  as  the  wind  (hould 
be  favourable*  and  fight  the  Eng- 
lifh,  and  that  the  Dutch-  admiral 
had  received  fimilar  orders.  With 
this  view,  the  troops,  under  the 
command  of  general  Daendals,  had 
adually  embarked  on  board  the 
fleet  in  the  Texel;  but,  for  what 
reafou  is  uncertain,  were  fuddenly 
put  on  fhore.  The  Dutch  fleet 
was  afterwards  ordered  to  put  to 
fea,  and  was  defeated  off  Camper- 
down,  by  the  Britifh  fleet,  com¬ 
manded  by  admiral  lord  Duncan, 
as  related  in  our  laft  volume,  oil 
the  nth  of  October,  1797. 

After  the  rupture  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation  at  Lifle,  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  pave  the  Hrongeff  aflurances 
to  the  fatffion  in  Ireland  of  fpeedy 
and  effectual  fupport ;  and  that 
they  would  never  abandon  the 
caule  of  the  Irifh  union,  or  make 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  until  the 
leparation  of  Ireland  from  that 
government  fliould  be  effected, 
1798. 


NotwithHanding  this  apparent  har¬ 
mony,  however,  we  have  been  af- 
fured,  that  confiderable  jealoufies 
exifled  between  the  Irifh  faflion 
and  the  French  directory.  The 
ambition  of  the  French  has  uni¬ 
formly  increafed  with  their-  fuc° 

j 

cefs ;  and  it  was  believed  by  fome 
of  the  Irifh,  that  the  real  objebl  of 
the  Gallic  directory  was  not  to  af- 

j 

fill,  but  to  fubdue  them.  Lord 
Ed  ward  Fitzgerald*  and  others  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  union,  were  de- 
firous  of  a  force  not  exceeding-  ten 

o 

thoufand  men,  nor  lefs  than  five, 
and  about  40,000  Hand  of  .arms. 
The  French,  either  becaufe  they 
reallv  harboured  the  defign,  which 

j  ^  O  ' 

has  been  imputed  to  them,  or 

finding  themfelves  unable  to  make 

any  effort,  refufed  to  fend  lefs  than. 

an  army  of  50,000  men.  The  plan 

recommended  bv  lord  Edward  was 
* 

certainly  that  which  was  moft 
adapted  to  4 n fure  fuccefs.  It  was 
to  embark  the  troops  in  frigates,  or 
other  light  failing  veffels  ;  not  to 
fend  them  all  in  one  fleet ;  and  to 
land  them  on  different  parts  of  the 
coafl,  in  bodies  fufHciently  Hrong 
to  make  a  Hand  againff  anv  force 

c 

that  might  eafilv  be  collected  ;  but 
not  lb  numerous  as  to  require  a 
fleet  to  convey  them,  or  to  occupy 
much  time  in  their  debarkation* 
Happily  for  thefe  kingdoms,  the 
ambition,  or  miflaken  politics  of 
the  French  rulers  led  them  to  re¬ 
ject  this  plan,  and  to  purfue  mea- 
fures  which  ended  in  the  fruffra* 
tion  of  the  confpiracy,  and  the 
difappointinent  and  confufion  of 
its  abettors. 

Thus  the,  winter  of  1797  was 
fuffered  to  pafs  by  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  without  a  Angle  effort  to 
affiff  their  Irifli  confederates  ;  and 
thus  the  favourable  and  the  critical 
moment  was  fuffered  to  elapfe. 
The  Ijrifh  government  was  now 
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completely  on  Its  guard,  and  the 
vigilance  and  ailivity  of  the  mini- 
flry  there  unqueftionably  deferve 
commendation.  Wearied  out,  at 
laft,  by  the  tardy  proceedings  of 
their  allies,  and  perceiving  that 
their  opponents  were  increafing  in 
ftrength,  while  their  own  party 
was  vifibly  on  the  decline,  to¬ 
wards  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1798,  the  faction,  it  appears,  re- 
folved  upon  a  defperate  effort.  In 
the  month  of  February  a  military 
committee  was  appointed  by  the 
executive  council  of  the  rebels; 
detailed  inftructions  were  iffued  to 
the  adjutant-generals ;  and  thanks 
■were  voted  to  the  federal  colonels 
for  their  affiduity  in  embodying  and 
organifing  the  people.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Irifli  executive  prepared  a 
difpatch  for  the  French  diredlory, 
preffing,  in  the  moft:  earned  terms, 
for  the  promifed  fuccours ;  but  it 
was  found  impofiibie  to  convey  it 
thither.  Though  many  of  the 
united  men  were  deprived  by  go¬ 
vernment  of  their  arms,  and  though 
many  deferted  the  caufe,  yet  the 
zeal  and  impatience  of  the  people 
111  fome  diilrifts  kept  pace  with 
the  ardour  of  their  leaders  and  the 
urgency  of  their  affairs.  In  the 
months  of  February  and  March, 
many  parts  of  Lei  after  and  Mun- 
fter  were  in  the  actual  pofteffion  of 
the  united  Irifhmen,  and  other 
parts  were  fecretlv  under  their 
control.  The  nocfturnal  infurrec- 
tions  were  innumerable  throughout 
the  kingdom.  In  one  inftance  an 
attack  was  made  in  the  open  dav. 
The  town  of  Cahir,  in  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  was  invefted  by  a 
party  of  800  men,  chiefly  cavalry. 
It  was  retained  in  their  pofteffion 
till  a  regular  fearch  was  made  for 
arms,  and  they  were  differed  to 
evacuate  it  in  order  and  without 
moleftation.  The  a<fts  of  murder 


and  barbarity  committed  on  thefe 
occafions,  we  are  forry  to  add,  were 
numerous ;  and  fuch  was  the  ter¬ 
ror  generally  excited,  that  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  of  the  com¬ 
mons  ftates,  that  verv  many  of  the 
loyal  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
Cork,  Limerick,  Tipperary,  Kil¬ 
kenny,  Carlow,  King’s  County, 
Queen’s  Cointy,  Kildare,  and 
Wicklow,  fled  for  fafety  to  the 
garrifon  towns.  The  Irifli  govern¬ 
ment,  juftly  alarmed,  therefore,  at 
the  progrefs  of  the  confpiracy, 
iffued,  on  the  30th  of  March  1798, 
a  proclamation,  flating,  that  the 
traitorous  confpiracy,  which  had 
for  fome  time  excited,  had  at  length 
broken  out  into  open  a<5ts  of  vio« 
lence  and  rebellion ;  that,  there¬ 
fore,  orders  had  been  iffued  to  the 
officers  commanding  his  majefty’s 
forces,  to  employ  them  with  the 
utmoft  vigour  and  decifion,  for  the 
immediate  fuppreffion  thereof  to 
endeavour  to  recover  the  arms 
which  had  been  plundered,  and  to 
difarm  the  rebels,  and  all  perfons 
difaffe&ed  to  his  majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment,  by  the  moft  fummary  and 
effectual  meafures. 

Previous  to  the  iffuing  of  this 
proclamation,  a  generous  and  hu¬ 
mane  effort  was  made  by  the  earl 
of  Moira,  fupported  by  all  thofe 
who  were  at  once  the  friends  of 
order  and  of  liberty,  to  reftore  the 
tranquillity  of  the  kingdom  by 
meafures  of  conciliation. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1798, 
lord  Moira  fubmitted  a  motion  to 
this  effect,  to  the  conflderation  of 
the  houfe  of  lords.  In  his  fpeech, 
his  lordlhip  repeated  nearly  the  fame 
fa£fs  which  he  had  ftated  in  his  place 
in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  peers. — He  re¬ 
lated  that  u  many  individuals  had 
been  torn  from  their  families,  and 
locked  up  for  months  in  the  clofeft 
confinement,  without  hearing  by 
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Whdm  tEey  were  accufedj  with 
tohat  crime  they  were  charged,  or 
to  what  means  they  might  recur  to 
prove  their  innocence  ;  that  great 
numbers  of  houfes  had  been  burn¬ 
ed,  with  the  whole  property  of  the 
wretched  owners,  upon  the  loofelt 
fuppofition  of  even  petty  tranfgrei- 
fions ;  that  torture,  by  which  he 
meant  picquetting  and  half-hang¬ 
ing,  had  been  ufed  in  rnore  in* 
fiances  than  one,  in  order  to  ex¬ 
tort  from  the  fufferer  a  charge 
again!!  his  neighbours.”  If  he 
lliould  be  contradicted  with  refpeCt 
to  thefe  faCts,  he  profelfed  himfelf 
prepared  to  “  produce  the  affida¬ 
vits  of  them,”  and  declared  his  in¬ 
tention  of  moving  “  for  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  deponents  at  the 
bar.”  After  charging  the  Britifh 
cabinet  with  all  the  evils  in  Ire¬ 
land,  which  his  lordfhip  confidered 
as  conlequeiices  of  the  perverfe 
principles  they  had  adopted  for 
that  country,  his  lofdfhip  proceed¬ 
ed^  in  ftrong  terms,  to  recommend 
a  conciliatory  fvftem.  He  allowed 
that  confpiracies  might  exift,  and 
that  atrocities  had  been  committed 
in  the  country; — u  but  (faid  his 
lordfhip)  have  you  not  laws  to  re- 
prefs  thefe  enormities?  and,  if  your 
itatutes  are  not  fufficiently  forcible 
for  that  purpofe,  why  do  you  not 
apply  to  parliament  for  provifions 
better  calculated  to  reprefs  the  mif- 
chief?  If  there  are  delinquencies 
there  muft  be  delinquents.  Prove 
their  guilt  and  punifli  them  ;  but 
do  not,  on  a  loofe  charge  of  partial 
tranfgreffion,  impofe  infliction  on 
the  whole  community.  The  ftate 
of  focietv  is  dreadful  indeed,  when 
the  faiety  of  everv  man  is  at  the 
mercy  n f  a  fecret  informer,  when 
the  cupidity,  the  malevolence,  or 
the  erroneous  fufpicions  of  an  in¬ 
dividual,  are  fufficient  to  deftroy 
his  neighbour.” 
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After  propofing  an  addrefs  to 
the  lord-lieutenant,  to  urge  his  ex¬ 
cellency  to  purfue  fuch  concilia¬ 
tory  meafures  as  might  allay  the 
apprehenlions  and  extinguifh  the 
difcontents  unhappily  prevalent  in 
the  country,  his  lordfhip  proceed¬ 
ed  to  notice  the  two  great  points 
in  debate,  the  conceffion  of  thofe 
immunities  which  were  ftill  with¬ 
held  from  the  catholics,  and  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform*  On  the  flrft  of 
thefe  queftions  he  declared,  that 
his  mind  had  been  long  decided, 
nor  could  he  fee  the  policy  of  re¬ 
filling  to  give  fuch  a  body  of  men 
a  common  intereft  with  their  coun¬ 
trymen.  With  refpeCt  to  the  other, 
he  declared  himfelf  not  a  friend  to 
parliamentary  reform — mot  becaufe 
be  forefaw  from  it  any  of  thofe 
ruinous  confequences,  on  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  which  declaimers  had 
retted  their  oppofition,  but  be- 
catife  he  thought  it  would  not  an- 
fvver  the  expectations  of  thofe  who 
brought  it  forward.  If,  however, 
it  fliould  be  found  that  the  gene¬ 
ral  voice  of  the  people  was  de- 
firous  of  the  meafure,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  means  of  tranquilliling 
the  public  mind,  he  wilhed  to  give 
up  his  private  opinion  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  good. 

The  earl  of  Moira  was  anfwered 
by  lord  Glent worth,  who  remark¬ 
ed,  that  the  motion  appeared  to 
him  to  be  calculated  to  difhearten 
and  difinay  the  loyal,  and  to  ani¬ 
mate  and  invigorate  the  dilloval. 
The  noble  earl,  he  faid,  in  his 
ftatement,  Teemed  to  miftake  the 
effeCt  for  the  caufe.  The  mea¬ 
fures  of  which  he  complained  were 
the  confequences,  and  not  the 
caufe  of  diffatisfaCtion ;  govern¬ 
ment  was  certainly  to  blame,  but 
it  was  for  not  having  refitted  thoue 
meafures  fooner.  He  then  entered 
into  a  detail  of  the  machinations 
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of  the  united  Iriflimen,  which  cor- 
refponded,  in  a  great  rueafu re, 
with  what  has  been  narrated  in  the 
preceding  part  of  this  chapter.  He 
pro  felled  not  to  juft  if  y  the  burn¬ 
ings,  & c.  mentioned  by  the  noble 
earl  at  the  fame  time,  he  thought 
examples  were  not  unneceflary  ;  but 
allured  the  noble  earl,  that  govern¬ 
ment  never  gave  orders  for  military 
outrage.  He  averted,  that,  duringthe 
late  negotiation,  there  were  at  Lifle 
Irifh  agents  who  favv  the  French 
directory  more  frequently  than  the 
embafly  did,  and  difllraded  them 
from  peace.  He  mentioned  the  li¬ 
ce  nti  on  fnefs  of  certain  newfpapers, 
and  obferved,  that  in  France  the 
guillotine  would  have  flopped  the 
circulation  of  fuch  papers  long  ago. 
The  noble  lord  then  enumerated 
feveral  in  fiances  of  murder  perpe¬ 
trated  by  the  infurgents;  and  aptly 
compared  their  proceedings  to  thofe 
of  the  infatuated  clifciples  >of  the 
Man  of  the  Mountain. 

The  ablefl  opponent  of  the  earl 
of  -Moira  was,  however,  the  lord- 
chancellor.  Fie  began  with  paying 
a  jufl  compliment  to  the  charadler 
of  the  noble  earl;  but  attributed  to 
his- residence  out  of  his  own  coun¬ 
try  his-  ignorance  of  the  adlual 
flate  of  it.  He  alferted,  that  the 
fyflem  of  government  had  been- a 
fyflem  of  conciliation  ;  that  in  no 
place  had  the  experiment  been  fo 
fairly  tried  as  in  Ireland  ;  in  none 
had  it  fo  completely  failed.  His 
lordfliip  -gave  a  matlerly  detail  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  united  men, 
to  prove  that  their  object  was  an 
overthrow  of  the  government,  and 
a  diflolution  of  the  Britifh  con¬ 
nexion.  Fie  did  not  juflify  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  orange  men,  but 

aflerted  that  they  were  not  enemies 
✓ 

to  their  country.  Fjas  lordfliip  then 
proceeded  to  examine  the  fadts  al¬ 
leged  by  lord  Moira.  He  acknow- 


leged  that  a  blackfmith  had 
picquetted,  which  led  to  the  difco<^ 
very  of  100  pikes,  which  had  beei* 
forged  by  him  as  the  inflrumente 
of  murder  and  treafon.  He  did 
not  juflify  the  burning  of  houfes7 
cottages,  &c.  ;■  but  obferved,  thaS 
when  treafon  and  rebellion  make 
it  neceflary  to  call  out  the  military, 
it  is  not  always  poflible  to  reflrain 
their  refentments.  With  refpedt- 
to  treating  with  the  united  Irifh- 
men,  the  chancellor  obferved,  tha$ 
fo  hoflile  were  they  to  Britifh  con¬ 
nexion  and  regular  government, 
that  they  would  as  foon  treat  with 
himfelf  as  with  the  earl  of  Moira. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  the 

chancellor  palled  feme  reflections 

on  the  biftiop  of  Down,  who  had 

promoted  a  petition  to  his  majefly 

in  favour  of  conciliatory  meafures, 

* 

From  the.  charge  of  difaffedlion. 
the  learned  prelate  very  fatisfadlo- 
rily  exculpated  himfelf.  Fie  pro- 
felled  that  he  was  a  friend  to  con¬ 
ciliation.  Coercion,  he  faid,  had 
been  tried  long  enough — he  attri¬ 
buted  much  of  the  calamities  of  tha 
country  to  the  recal  of  earl  Fitz- 
william.  With  refpect  to  catholic 
emancipation*  he  confldered  it  as 
a  matter  of  right,  not  of  favour ; 
and  a  reform  of  parliament  as  an 
adl  of  policy,  which  the  Hate  of 
the  country  rendered  abfolutely  ne¬ 
ceflary.  The  motion  was  alfo  fup- 
ported  by  lord  Dimfary,  who  af- 
ferted  that  the  prefen t  fyflem  was 
the  caufe  of  the  exifting  difeon- 
tents.  It  had  been  afked  of  the  noble 
earl  who  made  the  motion,  why 
he  had  not  now  brought  before  the 
houfe  a  catalogue  of  thofe  enor¬ 
mous  cruelties  which  he  had  de¬ 
tailed  in  the  Britifh  houfe  of  peers  d 
Infteacl  of  being  afked  fuch  a  ouef- 

O  x 

tion,  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
fhould  rather  have  thanked  him  for 
the  conciliating  and  pacific  manner 

in 
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In  which  he  propofed  to  aft.  But 
iff  nable  lords  wanted  Inch  a  cata¬ 
logue,  he  could  furnifli  them  ;  he 
could  relate  to  them  not  limply 
the  burning  of  houfes,  but  the 
murder,  in  cold  blood,  of  their  in¬ 
habitants  :  he  could  give  them  an 
account  of  three  men  particularly, 
who,  after  having  had  their  houfes 
burned  to  the  ground,  were  (hot 
by  the  military,  after  having  been 
for  fome  time  prifoners:  and  he 
could  add  to  thefe  accounts  the 
much  more  numerous  inftances  of 
•men  torn  from  their  family  and 
country,  and,  without  the  form  of 
a  trial,  tranfported  for  life. 

The  earl  of  Moira  made  a  very 
able  reply,  and  again  offered  to 
fubff antiate  his  faffs  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe.  He  admitted  that  a  con- 
fpiracy  did  cxift  in  the  country 
again  ft  the  government.  But  ho 
■“  attributed  that  confpiracy  to  the 
fevere  and  unconftitutional  mea¬ 
sures  which  government  had  adopt¬ 
ed,”  and  to  u  that  molt  impolitic 
and  lamentable  meaSure,  the  re  cal 
of  earl  Fitzwilliam.”  The  motion 
of  earl  Moira  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

We  have  given  a  'brief  fketch  of 
this  interefting  debate,  becaufe  it 
involved  fome  ftriking  faffs,  which 
Serve  to  illuftrate  the  melancholy 
Hate  of  the  kingdom  at  this  junc¬ 
ture.  We  muff,  however,  remark, 
that  the  whig  party  of  Ireland,  on 
this  o-ccafion,  as  Well  as  on  manv 
others,  certainly  betrayed  their  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  dangerous  machina¬ 
tions  of  the  leaders  of  the  confpi¬ 
racy.  We  certainly  greatly  dis¬ 
approve  of  what  lias  been  termed 

a  vigour  bevond  the  law  we 
disapprove  of  every  aft  of  violence 
or  pun i fitment,  not  fandiioncd  by  a 
legal  verdict.  That  thefe  affs  might, 
in  fome  degree,  irritate  and  fpread 
difaffefiion  ^mong  Such  of  the  peo- 


181 

pie  as  were  not  in  the  fecrets  of 
the  united  Irifhmen  is  probable  ; 
but  it  muff  be  allowed,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  no  meafures  of 
conciliation  -were  likely  to  have 
effect  with  the  leaders  of  that  So¬ 
ciety.  her  in  the  very  day  in 
which  the  earl  of  Moira  introduced 
his  motion  to  the  houfe  of  lords, 
a  refolution  was  palled  by  -the 
united  committees  of  Ulfter  and 
Leinfter,  and  entered- in  theirbooks, 
importing,  “  that  they  would  pay 
no  attention,  whatever  to  any  at¬ 
tempt  that  might  be  made  by  either 
houfe  of  parliament,  to  divert  the 
public  mind  from  the  grand  ob- 
jefl  they  had  in  view,  as  nothing 
fliort  of  the  complete  emancipa¬ 
tion  of  their  country  would  Satisfy 
them.” 

Hitherto  the  Irifh  government 
Seems  to  have  proceeded  on  a 
fvftem  not  deficient  in  vigour,  but 
it  was  a  vigour  ill  direfied,  and 
little  calculated  to  enfure  the  great 
objeffs,  Safety  and  iuccefs.  Indi¬ 
viduals  had  been  punifhed,  and 
many  perfons  had  fuffered,  'noth 
in  their  property  and  .  perfons  ; 
but  thev  were  individuals  of  no 
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rank  or  confequence,  and  pro¬ 
bably  little  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  bufindfs  in  which 
they  were  engaged.  The  great  au¬ 
thors  and  designers  of  the  mifehief 
ff ill  remained  untouched,  the  union 
undiffolved  ;  the  rebel  direflory 
(till  repofed  in  peace,  iffuing  their 
mandates  in  fecret  Security,-— 
6i  Thev  rode  in  the  whirlwind,  and 
direfted  the  ftorm.”  Accident,  ra¬ 
ther  than  policy,  feems  happilv  to 
have  led  the  -government  to  thofe 
difeoveries  which  were  of  real  im¬ 
portance, and  to  thofe  effective  mea¬ 
sures  which,  fortuuateiy  for  both 
kingdoms,  completely  defeated  the 
mifehievous  intentions  of  lo  dan¬ 
gerous,  becaufe  fo  able  and  pow- 
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erful,  a  band  of  confpirators.  But 
before  we  proceed  to  this  part  of 
our  narrative,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  notice  fome  tran factions  in  Eng¬ 
land,  which,  though  not  imme¬ 
diately  connected  with  the  difco- 
very,  have  a  near  relation  to  fome 
of  the  principal  members  of  the 
faCtion. 

It  has  been  already -related,  that 
Mr.  Arthur  O ‘Connor,  the  nephew 
of  lord  Longueville,  and  a  diitin- 
guifhed  fupporter  of  earl  Fitzwil- 
iiam’s  admimfiration  in  the  Irilli 
parliament,  foon  alter  the  recal  of 
that  nobleman,  became  an  aCtive 
member  of  the  fociety  of  united 
Irifh men.  He  had  been  feated  in 
parliament  by  the  intereft  of  his 
uncle  ;  but  upon  that  nobleman 
exprefling  his  difpleafure  at  fome 
parts  of  his  parliamentary  conduCt, 
had  refigned,  The  fplendid  talents 
of  Mr.  OConnor  were  a  ferious 
acceffion  to  the  caufe  of  the  united 
men,  and  his  courage  was  equal 
to  his  talents.  A  newlpaper,  called 
the  Northern  Star,  had  been  long 
publithed  in  Belfaft,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  chiefly  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Neilfon,  a  diftinguifhed  member 
of  the  fociety,  and  devoted  to  their 
caufe.  This  newfpaper  was  fup- 
prefled  by  the  interference  of  the 
military,  the  prefies  broken,  and 
the  printing  houfe  deftroyed.  To 
repair  the  lofs,  the  united  Irifh  men 
had  eftahh filed  in  Dublin  a  news¬ 
paper  entitled  The  Prefs,  but  the 
intemperate  language  of  this  pub¬ 
lication  foon  fubjeCted  it  to  a  pro- 
fecution  ;  the  publi flier  was  im- 
prifoned,  and  the  paper  in  danger 
of  being  fuppreffed.  In  this  crifis 
Mr.  OConnor  came  boldly  for- 
ward,  and  announced  himfelf  as 
the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the 
obnoxious  paper.  Mr.  O  Connor 
was,  at  this  period  (the  latter  end 
of  1797),  eleCted  a  member  of 


the  Irifh  djreCtqry,  in  conjunction 
with  lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Mr, 
Oliver  Bond,  a  gentleman  in  a 
confiderable  commercial  bufinefs 
in  Dublin,  Dr.  M‘Nevin,  who 
had  been  aCtivelv  concerned  for 
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the  catholics  during  lord  Fitz- 
william’s  admitlift ration,  and  coun- 
fellor  Emmet.  Strong  fufpicions, 
however,  fell  upon  Mr.  OConnor; 
and  his  brother  Roger  OConnor, 
efq.  was  apprehended  and  lodged 
in  Cork  goal,  on  a  charge  of  high 
treafon,  from  which,  however,  ho 
was  liberated  at  the  fpring  aflizes, 
from  a  total  want  of  evidence 
againft  him.  Thus  circumftanced, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1798, 
Mr.  OvConnor  came  to  England, 
with  an  intention,  as  it  afterwards! 
appeared,  of  proceeding  to  France, 
in  conjunction  with  John  Binns, 
an  aCtive  member  of  the  London 
correfponding  fociety,  James  Coig? 
ley,  an  Irifh  pried,  and  a  perfon  of 
the  name  of  Alien.  Mr,  OConnor, 
in  the  latter  end  of  February  went 
to  Margate,  intending  to  hire  a 
fmall  veflel  to  convey  them  to 
France.  Some  circum fiances  in 
their  conduCl,  however,  exciting 
fufpicion,  they  were  all  appre¬ 
hended,  and  firft  committed  pri? 
foners  to  the  Tower,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  Maid  (tone  goal.  At 
Maidftone  they  were  tried  by  a 
fpecial  commiffiqn  on  the  21ft 
and  22d  of  May,  and  all  of  them 
acquitted,  except  Coiglev,  on 
whom  had  heen  found  a  trea- 
fonable  and  molt  abfurd  paper, 
purporting  to  be  an  addrefs  from 
u  the  fecret  committee  of  Eng¬ 
land  to  the  executive  directory  of 
Fiance.” — Coigley  was  therefore 
condemned  and  executed  ;  and 
Mr.  OConnor  and  Biiins,  after 
their  acquittal,  were  detained  or* 
another  charge  of  treafon  prefer? 
red  againft  them. 

■  '  la 
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In  the  mean  time,  an  ad  had 
pafTed  the  Irifh  parliament,  autho- 
rifing  grand  juries  to  prefect  any 
newfpaper,  containing  feditious  or 
libellous  matter,  as  a  nuifance;  and 
alfo  authorifing  the  magiftrates,  on 
fuch  prefentation,  to  fupprefs  the 
paper,  and  feife  and  deftroy  the 
•printing  materials,  &c.  The  paper 
called  The  Prefs  was  therefore  fup- 
preffed,  and  fome  of  its  principal 
Supporters  taken  into  cuflody ;  but 
no  difcovery  of  importance  re- 
fulted  from  this  tranfadion. 

The  crifis  had  now  arrived  which 
was  to  prove  fatal  to  the  united 
Irifhmen  ;  and  thedifcoveries  which 
led  to  the  developement  and  dif- 
appointment  of  all  their  machina¬ 
tions  feem  to  have  been  effected 
with  little  effort  on  the  part  of 
government.  In  a  complicated 
plan  of  confpirac.y  the  agency  of 
many  perfons  muff  be  employed; 
and  as  the  plot  ripens  to  maturity, 
the  fecret  of  it  muff  be  gradually 
difclofed.  Among  the  perfons 
whom  it  became  neceffary  to  en- 
truft  with  a  confiderable  fhare  of 
confidence,  was  a  Mr.  Reynolds, 
who  had  formerly  been  a  filk-ma- 
nufadurer  of  fome  note  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  but  had  latterly  re- 
fided  in  the  county  of  Kildare. 
Having  been  fworn  a  united  Irifh- 
man  in  February  1797,  Reynolds 
was,  in  the  following  winter,  ap¬ 
pointed  treafurer  for  the  county, 
and  alfo  a  colonel  in  the  rebel 
army.  The  firff  difclofure  which 
he  made  of  the  tranfadions  of  the 
united  Irifhmen  was  to  a  Mr. 
Cope,  with  whom  Reynolds  had 
fome  pecuniary  tranfadions  relative 
to  a  mortgage  on  lands  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Caifle  Jordon. 
It  was  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1798,  in  the  courfe  of  a  journey 
to  take  poffeilion  of  thefe  lands, 
that  Reynolds  firft  communicated 
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with  Mr.  Cope  on  the  bufinefs. 
At  the  perfuafion  of  this  gentle¬ 
man,  he  difclofed  to  him  from  time 
to  time  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
confpiracy  ;  and  as  a  meeting  of 
delegates  for  the  province  of  Lein- 
fler  was  fummoned  for  the  12th 
of  March,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Oliver  Bond,  he  alfo  gave  infor¬ 
mation  of  it  to  the  government, 
through  Mr.  Cope.  At  the  day 
and  hour  appointed  for  the  meet¬ 
ing,  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Bond  was 
befet  by  the  officers  of  juflice; 
fourteen  of  the  delegates  were  ap¬ 
prehended,  with  their  fecretary 
M‘Can  ;  at  the  fame  time  Dr. 
M‘Nevin,  and  counfellor  Emmett, 
and  fome  other  adtive  members 
of  the  fociety,  were  taken  into 
cuftody.  A  warrant  had  been  iffiied 
againft  lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  , 
but  he  efcaped,  and  remained  nn- 
difcovered  for  upwards  of  two 
months  in  the  city  of  Dublin.  He 
was  difcovered,  however,  on  the 
19th  of  May,  at  the  houfe  of  one 
Murphy,  a  dealer  in  feathers,  who 
relided  near  St.  James’s  Gate. 
On  the  police  officers  entering  the 
room,  the  unhappy  nobleman  made 
a  defperate  defence  ;  he  wounded 
two  of  the  principal  of  them,  Mr. 
juftice  Swan,  and  a  captain  Ryan, 
dangeroufly ;  and  was  himfelf  fo 
feverely  wounded,  that  he  lan- 
guifhed  a  few  days  only  before  he 
expired.  His  death,  it  is  faid,  was 
that  of  a  chriflian  ;  and  his  courage 
and  ,  fortitude  would  have  done 
honour  to  a  better  caufe  than  that 
in  which  he  was  en eased. 

The  fiefure  of  the  delegates  was 
a  death-blow  to  the  fchemes  of  the 
united  Irifhmen.  A  new  diredory 
was  chofen,  but  they  foon  expe¬ 
rienced  the  fate  of  the  former;  and, 
indeed,  the  rafhnefs  of  their  own 
condud,  in  all  probability  haflened 
the  cataftrophe.  Their  proceedings 
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were  developed  and  difclofed  by 

'another  informer;  this  was  a  cap¬ 
tain  Armftrong,  of  the  King’s 
County  militia,  who  had  pretended 
to  enter  into  the  confpiracy  with 
the  intention  of  difcovering  their 
fchemes,  and  betraying  them  to 
the  government.  It  appears  that 
a  part  of  their  plan  was  to  gain 
over,  as  many  of  his  majefty’s 
trobps  as  poffible  to  their  fide, 
and  particularly  of  the  militia  re¬ 
giments,  previous  to  their  making 
a  general  attack  upon  the  royal 
camp  of  Loughlinftown.  For  this 
purpofe  captain  Armftrong  ap¬ 
peared  a  fit  inftrument.  He  had 
been  in  the  habits  of  frequenting 
tlge  ftiop  of  a  bookfeller,  of  the 
name  of  Byrne,  in  Grafton -ftreet, 
Dublin,  who  was  generally  regarded 
as  one  of  the  literary  agents  of 
the  rebel  fadtion.  Among  the  lead¬ 
ing  members  of  the  united  Irifb- 
men  were  two  young  barrifters,  of 
the  name  of  Sheares,  both  men  of 
excellent  talents,  and  of  unfullied 
reputation,  and  who  had.  both  of 
them,  we  b  lieve, .  been  eledted 
members  or  the  Irifii  executive 
after  the  arreft  of  the  old  mem¬ 
bers  on  the  1 2th  of  March.  To 
the  acquaintance  of  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  Byrne  propofed  to  introduce 
captain  Armftrong,  whom  he  had, 
from  various  converfations,  been 
led  to  consider  as  a  convert  to 
their  caufe ;  and  Armftrong  had 
foon  the  addrefs  to  infinuate  him- 
felf  completely  into  their  confi¬ 
dence. 

z  It  was  on  the  iotli  of  May  that 
Armftrong  was  introduced  to  the 
Sheares’s,  and,  at  that  time,  the 
affairs  of  the  united  Irifhmen  ap¬ 
peared  to  verge  towards  a  crifis. 
Fi  •om  this  man,  and  other  agents, 
the  government  learned  that  4c  a 
general  riling,”  as  it  was  termed 
by  them,  of  the  people,  muft  im¬ 


mediately  take  place  ;  that  the  peo« 
pie  began  to  be  impatient  from  the 
criminal  profecutions ;  and  that  if 
was  become  neceftary  to  make  a 
home  exertion,  and  relinquifh  the 
original  plan  of  waiting  t or  French 
fuccour.  The  whole  of  the  united 
Irifhmen  throughout  the  kingdom, 
or  at  leaft  throughout  the 'province 
of  Leinfter,  it  appears,  were  to  adt 
at  once  in  concert  ;  and  it  was 
their  intention  to  feife  the  camp 
of  Loughlinftown,  the  artillery 
at  Cnapel-izod,  and  the  caftle  of 
Dublin,  in  one  night,  the  23d  of 
Mav.  One  hour  was  to  be  al- 
lowed  between  feifing  the  camp  of 
Loughlinftown,  and  the  artillery 
at  Chapel-izod,  and  one  hour  and 
a  half  between  feifing  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  furprifing  the  caftle;  and 
the  parties  who  executed  both  of 
the  external  plans  were  to  enter 
the  city  of  Dublin  at  the  fame 
moment.  The  flopping,  of  the 
mail-coaches  was  to  be  the  fignal 
for  the  infurpents  every- where  to 
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commence  their  operations.  It 
was  alfo  planned  that  a  great  in- 
furredtion  fhould  take  place  at  Cork 
at  the  fame  time.  The  united  men 
were,  however,  at  this  period,  not 
exactly  agreed  as  to  the  nature  of 
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the  infurredtion.  Mr.  Samuel  Neil- 
fon,  who  Lad  been  peculiarly  adlive 
in  Belfaft,  and  ^as  was  intimated 
before)  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  Northern  Star,  with  fome  others 
of  the  leaders,  were  bent  upon  at¬ 
tacking  firft  the  county  gaol  of 
Kilmainham,  and  the  gaol  of  New- 
gate,  in  order  to  fet  their  comrades 
at  liberty  ;  and  the  project  for  at¬ 
tacking  the  latter  was  alfo  fixed 
for  the  23d  of  May,  the  night  of 
the  general  infurredtion.  The 
Sheares’s,  however,  and  others, 
were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  they 
wifhed  to  defer  the  attack  of  the 
gaols  till  after  the  general  infur- 
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region  had  taken  place  ;  and  even 
threatened  to  give  notice  to  go¬ 
vernment  ot  the  plot,  if  Neil  foil 
and  his  friends  did  not  immediately 
defift. 

Both  plots  were,  however,  com¬ 
pletely  fruftrated.  Meffrs.  John  and 
Henry  Sheaves,  with  fome  others 
of  the  principal  confpirafor?,  were 
apprehended  on  the  21  if  of  May, 
and  Mr.  Neilfon  and  others 
on  the  23d;  the  city  and  county 
of  Dublin  were  pr  claimed  by 
the  lord  lieutenant  and  council  in 
a  Rite  of  infurreetion ;  the  guards 
at  the  eaftle,  and  all  the  great  ob- 
je<fts  of  attack  were  trebled  ;  and 
in  faff  the  whole  city  was  con¬ 
verted  into  a  garrifon.  Thus  the 
rebels  were  unable  to  effedt  any 
thing  by  furprife ;  md  without 
leaders,  almoft  without  arms  or 
ammunition,  the  infatuated  multi¬ 
tude  adventured  on  the  bloody 
conteft.  Notwithffanding  the  ap¬ 
parent  forwardnefs  of  the  north,  the 
fir  ft  commotions  appeared  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  Leinfter  The  north¬ 
ern  and  Connaught  mail-coaches 
were  flopped  by  parties  of  the  in- 
furgents  on  the  night  of  the  23d 
of  May;  and,  at  about  twelve 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
24-th,  a  large  body  of  rebels  at¬ 
tacked  the  town  and  gaol  of  Naas, 
about  fourteen  miles  from  Dublin, 
where  lord  Gosford  commanded. 
As  the  guard  had  been  feafonably 
increafed,  in  expectation  of  fuch 
an  attack,  the  affailants  were  re- 
pulfed,  and  driven  into  a  narrow 
avenue,  where,  without  order  or 
difeipiine,  they  fuftained,  for  fome 
time,  the  attack  of  the  Armagh  mili¬ 
tia,  and  of  the  fehcible  corps  railed 
by  fir  W.  W.  Wynne,  and  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Ancient  Britons. 
The  king’s  troops  loft  two  officers, 
and  about  thirty  men,  and  the  rebels 
had  about  140  killed  before  they 
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took  to  ffipht.  They  were,  how- 
ever,  completely  difperfed,  and 
feveral  of  them  taken  prlfoners. 
On  the  fame  day,  a  fmall  divifion 
of  his  Majefty’s  forces  were  fur- 
prifed  at  the  town  of  Profperous ; 
and  a  detachment  at  the  village  of 
Clare  cut  their  way  through  to 
Naas,  with  confiderable  lofs. 
About  the  fame  time,  general  Dun- 
das  enepuntered  a  large  body  of 
ihfurgents  Oil  the  hills  near  Kil- 
cullen,  and  130  of  thele  mifguided 
perfons  were  left  dead  upon  the 
held. 

On  the  following  day,  a  body  of 
about  400  rebels,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  two  gentlemen  of  the 
names  of  Ledwich  and  Keougb. 
marched  from  Rathfarnham,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dublin,  along 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  towards 
Belgatt  and  Cloudalkin  :  in  their 
prog  refs,  they  were  met  by  a  party 
of  thirty-five  dragoons,  under  the 
command  of  lord  Roden.  Afterfome 
refiftance,  the  rebels  were  defeated', 
great  numbers  were  killed  and 
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wounded,  and  their  leaders  Led¬ 
wich  and  Keough  were  taken. 
They  were  immediately  tried  by 
a  court-martial,  and  executed,  hav¬ 
ing  pleaded  in  vain  that  they  had 
been  forced  into  the  fervice. 

On  the  26th,  another  body  of 
rebels  was  defeated  at  Tallagh-hill, 
about  13  miles  from  Dublin,  with 
the  lofs  of  350  killed  ;  among 
whom  was  their  commander,  who 
was  fuppofed,  from  different  cir- 
cumftances,  to  have  been  an  officer 
in  the  French  fervice.  In  the 
mean  time  alarming  commotions 
had  appeared  in  the  remoter  parts. 
The  town  of  Carlow  was  attacked 
on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  May, 
by  about  1000  rebels.  The  tirft 
movement,  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
furgents,  was  to  poffefs  themfelves 
of  fome  pieces  of  cannon,  which, 
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however,  they  were  forced  to  a- 
handon.  The  command  of  the 
town,  or  the  garrifon,  as  it  was 
termed  (for  at  this  unfortunate 
period  the  principal  towns  were 
converted  into  garrifons),  was  en- 
trufted  to  major  Dennis,  who, 
with  one  troop  of  horfe.  and  two 
companies  of  militia,  affiled  by 
fome  corps  of  volunteers,  defeated 
the  rebels  with  the  lofs  of  400 
men.  As  the  inhabitants  were  ac- 
cufed  of  having  fired  out  of  their 
houfes  upon  the  king’s  troops,  the 
military,  in  .  revenge,  are  laid  to 
have  burned  a  part  of  the  town. 
The  town  of  Kildare  was  alfo  ref-* 
cued  from  the  rebels  by  fir  fames 
Duff,  on  the  29th  of  May,  after  an 
aft  ion  in  which  200  of  the  infur? 
gents  were  killed. 

It  was,  however,  in  the  counties 
of  Wicklow  and  Wexford  that  the 
rebellion  raged  with  the  greatest 
violence.  On  the  2$th  of  May 
they  appeared  in  great  force,  fup- 
pofed  to  the  amount  of  15,000 
fhrong,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wexford  and  Ennifconhy,  which 
is  fituated  on  the  river  Slaney,  a- 
bout  i2  miles  diftant  from  Wex¬ 
ford.  A  party  of  the  North  Cork 
militia  were  ordered  out  from 
Wexford,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Foot,  and  major 
Lombard,  to  meet  the  party  of  re¬ 
bels,  which  was  advancing  towards 
that  place.  They  marched  to  a 
place  called  Qulard,  where  they 
■were  met  by  the  in  fur  gents  in  great 
force.  The  ground  where  the 
king’s  forces  took  poll  was  fo  un¬ 
favourable,  that,  after  'firing  three 
rounds,  the  whole  party  was  Fur- 
rounded  and  cut  to  pieces,  except 
colonel  Foote  and  two  privates, 
who  alone  eficaped. 

Flufhed  with  this  fuccefs,  the 

*  See  a  Narrative  of  the.  Suffering* 


rebels,  on  the  28th,  made  an  attack 
on  the  town  of  Ennifcorthy,  which 
they  carried  fword  in  hand,  with 
the  lofs  however  of  500  men* 
“  The  loyalifts,”  it  is  faid,  “  would 
have  repulfed  the  rebels,  had  not  the 
catholic  inhabitants  treacheroufly 
fet  fire  to  the  town,  to  fmother  the 
troops  who  were  defending  it*.’* 
The  mode  in  which  the  inlurgents 
made  their  attack  is  faid,  on  the 
fame  authority,  to  have  been  by 
driving  an  immenfe  number  of 
horfes  and  cattle  before  them  to 
diforder  the  ranks  of  the  loyalifts, 
and  throw  them  into  confufion. 

On  the  29th,  a  fmall  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  the  Donegal  militia  ar¬ 
rived  in  Wexford  ;  but  a  party  of 
the  Meath  militia,  with  three  how¬ 
itzers,  advancing  on  the  fame  fer- 
vice,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  re? 
bels.  On  the  preceding  day,  how* 
ever,  the  Cork  and  Donegal  mili¬ 
tia,  who  were  in  Wexford,  marched 
out  to  a  place  called  the  Three 
Rocks,  to  meet  the  rebels;  but 
they  found  them  in  fuch  force, 
that,  after  fame  firing,  they  were 
obliged  to  retreat,  and  re-enter  the 
town.  There  were,  at  this  period, 
confined  in  the  gaol  of  Wexford, 
where  they  had  been  committed 
on  the  26th,  on  treafonable 
charges,  Mr.  Beauchamp  Bagenal 
Harvey,  Mr.  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
and  Mr.  J.  Colclough  ;  the  for? 
mer  a  proteftant,  and  we  believe 
educated  to  the  bar  ;  the  latter  Ro- 
man-catholics ;  but  all  of  them 
men  of  fortune,  and  of  consider¬ 
able  intereft  in  the  county.  The 
majority  of  the  proteftant  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  were  not  on  military 
fervice,  with  numbers  of  the  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  had  got  on 
board  the  veffels  in  the  harbour,  in 
order  to  effeft  their  efcape  to  fame 
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part  of  England  or  Wales.  Thofe 
who  remained  on  the  30th  of  May 
aflembled  in  council  with  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers,  for  the  melancholy 
purpofe  of  deliberating  on  the  bed 
mode  of  treating  with  the  rebels ; 
and  it  was  determined  that  two 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Richards,  a  bar- 
rider;  and  Dr.  Jacob,  a  phyfician, 
who  was  at  that  time  mayor  of  the 
town ;  fhould  proceed  to  the  rebel 
camp,  and  make  the  bed  condi¬ 
tions  they  were  able  with  refpedd 
to  the  lives  and  properties  of  the 
inhabitants.  In  the  mean  time  the 
troops  and  fome  of  the  women  ef¬ 
fected  their  efcape  to  Duncannon 
fort,  £\yhich  was  aidant  about 
twenty  miles.  At  about  one  o’clock 
that  day  the  white  flag  was  ciif- 
played  on  the  town-houfe,  and  the 
vedels  in  the  harbour  were  ordered 
back  to  the  quay,  having  been  un¬ 
able  to  fail.  A  fcene  of  abominable 
tumult  and  diforder  enfued  011  the 
rebels  gaining  podeffion  of  the 
town  ;  the  houfes  of  the  protedants 
were  ranfacked,  and  their,  inhabi¬ 
tants,  or  the  majority  of  them,  cad 
into  prifon.  The  gentlemen, 
whom  we  jud  now  mentioned  as 
having  been  confined  on  treason¬ 
able  charges,  were  liberated,  and 
Mr.  B.  Harvey  was  nominated  to 
the  chief  command  of  the  rebel 
army. 

After  leaving  a  large  garrifon  in 
the  town,  the  rebel  army  marched, 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  Har¬ 
vey,  to  the  attack  of  New  Rofs, 
where  major-general  Johnfon  was 
poded  with  a  condderable  force. 
The  town  was  regularly  fummoned 
bv  Harvev,  who  now  a  (fumed  the 
character  of  general;  and,  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  of  June,  it  was 
attacked  w.th  great  impetuofity ; 
but,  after  a  cpnted  of  feveral  hour.1-, 
the  rebels  were  completely  re¬ 
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they  retired  to  Carrickbnrne,  leav« 
ing  behind  them  feveral  iron  fhip- 
guns,  which  appear  to  be  the  only 
artillery  with  which  they  were 
provided  on  this  occafion.  The 
daughter  of  the  rebels  was  prodi¬ 
gious;  the  kings  troops  iod  about 
ninety  men  in  killed,  among 
whom  was  lord  Mountjoy,  colonel 
of  the  county  of  Dublin  militia, 
and  about  130  in  wounded  and 
miffing.  It  is  (hocking  to  relate, 
that  in  revenge  for  this  mifcarriagej, 
the  rebels  in  Wexford  maffacred,  in 
cold  blood,  ten  of  the  unfortunate 
protedants  of  Ennifcorthy,  who 
were  imprifoned  in  Wexford  gaol. 
Ninety-five  of  the  loyaiifts  of  Wex¬ 
ford  were,  in  a  few  days  after^ 
taken  out  of  the  prifon,  and  wan¬ 
tonly  and  barbaroudy  murdered  oij. 
the  bridge,  bv  the  rebels. 

In  the  mean  time,  another  party 
of  the  county  of  Wexford  rebels 
attacked  the  (mail  town  of  Gorey, 
but  were  re  pul  fed  ;  and  another 
party  from  Vinegar-hill,  a  drong 
dation  within  a  mile  of  Ennif¬ 
corthy,  proceeded  on  the  id  of 
Tune  to  Newtown  Barry.  They  fur- 
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rounded  the  town  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  colonel  Ledrange  of  the 
King’s  County  militia,  who  com¬ 
manded  there,  was  obliged  at  fird 
to  retreat,  in  order  to  colleCl  his 
forces.  He  then  attacked  the  re¬ 
bels,  and  drove  them  through  the 
town  with  grCat  (laughter,  their 
lofs  being  computed  at  5 00  k  lied ; 
while  colonel  Ledrange’s  whole 
force  was,  at  lead,  100  men  (hort 
of  that  number. 

Thefe  fuccefles  were,  in  fome 
meafure,  counterbalanced  by  a 
check  which  the  royal  forces  ex¬ 
perienced  on  the  4th  of  June.  Co¬ 
lonel  Walpole,  o;i  that  day,  at¬ 
tacked  a  drong  pod  of  the  rebels, 
near  the  Slievebav  mountain.  In 
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the  beginning  of  the  action,  the 
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commander  was  unfortunately  kill¬ 
ed  by  a  fhot  in  the  head ;  and 
his  corps,  being  in  a  (filiation 
where  it  could  not  aft  with  advan¬ 
tage,  was  forced  to  retire  to  Arkiow, 
with  the  lofs  of  54  men  killed,  and 
two  fix-pounders.  Encouraged  by 
this  fuccefs,  the  rebel  army,  on  the 
9th  of  June,  prefeuted  itfelf  before 
Arkiow,  where  general  Needham 
commanded  a  confiderable  body  of 
the  king’s  forces.  They  approach¬ 
ed,  in  two  ftrong  columns,  from 
the  Coolgrennv-road  along  the  fand 
hills,  while  the  whole  of  the  inter¬ 
mediate  lpace  was  crowded  by  a 
rabble,  armed  with  pikes  and  fire¬ 
arms,  and  bearing  down  without 
any  regular  order.  The  pofition 
general  Needham  had  chofen  was  a 
very  ftrong  one,  in  front  of  the 
barrack.  As  foon  as  the  enemy 
approached  within  a  (hort  diftance, 
he  opened  a  very  heavy  fire  of  grape- 
fhot,  which,  he  obferves,  did  as 
much  execution  as,  from  the  nature 
of  the  .ground,  and  the  ftrong 
fences  of  which  the  rebels  poftefied 
themfelves,  could  have  been  ex- 
pefted.  This  continued  inceflantly 
for  two  hours  and  a  half,  when  the 
enemy  at  length  defifted  from  their 
attack,  and  fled  in  diforder  on  eve¬ 
ry  fide.  The  rebels,  as  ufuai,  loft 
a  great  number,  while  the  lofs  of  his 
majefty's  forces  was  inconfiderable. 

Hitherto  the  king’s  troops  had 
been  able  to  aft  only  on  the  defen - 
five;  but  general  Lake  now  began  to 
advance  towards  the  feat  of  the  re¬ 
bellion  in  the  fouth,  with  large  rein¬ 
forcements.  On  the  nth  of  June, 
major-general  fir  Charles  Afgil  at¬ 
tacked  a  rebel  camp  at  the  Boar, 
near  Rofs,  which  he  difperfed. — 
Fifty  of  the  rebels,  with  their  lead¬ 
er,  were  left  dead  on  the  field  of 
battle.  The  main  body  of  the  re¬ 
bels  ftill  retained  their  ftrong  pofi¬ 
tion  on  Vinegar-hill  j  a  pofition 


from  which  they  could  not  have 
been  difiodged,  had  they  been  well 
provifioned,  and  pofiefied  ofjuffi- 
cient  military  fkill.  General  Lake, 
aware  of  the  difficulties  he  had  to 
encounter,  of  the  great  difadvan- 
tage  of  a  repuife,  and  defirous  of  ter* 

'  minating  the  war  in  this  quarter  of 
Ireland,  if  poftible,  at  one  decifive 
blow,  made  his  approaches  quietly, 
and  with  great  caution. — A  cordon 
of  troops  was  gradually  coliefted 
from  different  quarters,  which  ai- 
moft  furrounded  the  rebel  ftation. 
The  21  ft  of  June  was  deflined  for 
the  grand  -attack,  which  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  general  Lake,  or¬ 
dered  to  be  made,  in  feveral  co¬ 
lumns,  under  generals  Dundas, 
Johnfon,  Euftace,  Duff,  and  Lof- 
tus.  The  rebels  maintained  their 
ground  obftinately  for  an  hour  and 
a  half;  but  at  length,  fenfible  of  the 
danger  of  being  furrounded,  they 
fled  with  precipitation.  The  (laugh¬ 
ter  muft  have  been  very  great, 
though  general  Lake,  in  his  dif- 
patches,  faid  jt  could  not  then  be 
afcertained,  The  rebels  loft  thir¬ 
teen  fmall  pieces  of  ordnance,  of 
different  callibres. 

Immediately  after  this  aftion,  a 
large  body  of  the  king’s  forces  ad¬ 
vanced  to  Wexford,  which  general 
Moore  entered  fo  opportunely  as  to 
prevent  the  town  from  being  laid 
in  allies.  Previous  to  evacuating 
the  place,  the  infurgents  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  treat.  Captain  Keughe,  who 
had  ferved  with  credit  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  and  had  rifen  from  the 
ranks  to  the  ftation  of  a  commif- 
fioned  officer,  had  been  appointed 
by  the  rebels  the  governor  of  Wex¬ 
ford.  On  the  approach  of  the 
king’s  troops,  a  captain  Macmanus, 
of  the  Antrim  militia,  who  had 
been  taken  prifoner  in  one  of  the 
aftions  in  which  the  infurgents  had 
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been  fuccefsful,  and  a  captain  Hay, 
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who  had  been  taken  in  a  Hoop  with 
lord  Kingiborough  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  join  their  regiment  (the 
Cork),  weredifp  itched  by  Keughe, 
with  offers  to  deliver  up  the  town, 
provided  all  concerned  in  theinfur- 
re£lion  fhould  have  their  perfons 
and  properties  guarantied  by  the 
commanding  officer.  General  Lake, 
however,  only  replied,  that  he 
could  not  attend  to  any  terms  offer¬ 
ed  by  rebels  in  arms  againft  their  fo- 
vereign.  To  the  deluded  multitude 
only  he  promifed  pardon,  on  condi¬ 
tion  of  their  delivering  up  their  lead¬ 
ers,  and  returning  with  lincerity  to 
their  allegiance.  On  receiving  this 
anfwer,  the  rebel  troops  evacuated 
the  town,  which  was  peaceably 
taken  poffeffion  of  by  his  majefty’s 
forces  on  the  22<d  of  June. 

Mr.  Bagenai  Harvey  and  Mr. 
Colclough  quitted  the  rebel  army 


foon  after  the  battle  of  Fvofs,  dif- 
gufted,  as  they  declared  in  their 
laft  moments,  with  the  cruelties  and 
oppreffion  which  bad  been  exercif- 
ed  on  fuch  proteftants  and  loyalifts 
as  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebel¬ 
lious  mob.  They  were  difcovered, 
and  taken  in  a  cave  on  one  of  the 
Saltee  iflands  (or  rather  rocks) 
which  lie  in  the  entrance  of  Wex¬ 
ford  harbour,  on  the  26th  of  June  *  ; 
and  with  Keughe,  the  rebel  gover¬ 
nor,  and  Cornelius  Grogan,  a  very 
opulent  and  penurious  old  gentle¬ 
man,  who  declared  he  had  been 
forced  to  join  the  rebels,  and  fome 
others,  were  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
and  executed  on  the  bridge  of 
W  exford. 

The  conduct  of  the  rebels,  even 
independent  of  the  maffacre  of  the 
prifoners,  was  extremely  cenfura- 
ble,  while  the  rebellion  raged- in  the 


*  On  their  landing, Mr.  Harvey  appeared  to  be  very  much  dejedted,  and  fcarcely  fpoke 
to  any  one.  Mr  Colclough,  on  the  contrary,  feemed  to  be  in  very  good  fpirits.  On 
hearing  many  perfons  inquiring  "which  was  Mr.  Harvey,  and  which  Mr.  Colclotigh,  he 
pulled  off  his  hat,  and,  bowing  in  the  mod  polite  manner,  faid,  u  Gentlemen,  my  name 
is  Colclough.”  They  were  then  both  taken  to  the  gaol.  Some  of  the  foldiers,  who  had 
been  of  the  party  fentto  the  Saltee-iflands  to  apprehend  Mr.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Colclough, 
informed  me,  that  when  they  came  to  the  ifland,  they  found  but  one  houfe  upon  it,  in 
which  lived  an  old  man  and  his  family  ;  that,  upon  their  landing,  they  heard  fomebody 
holla,  as  if  to  give  warning  to  others,  and  they  then  faw  the  old  man  run  acrofs  a  field 
into  his  houfe. — The  foldiers  followed  him,  and  endeavoured,  by  every  entreaty,  to  pre¬ 
vail  upon  him  to  difcover  to  them  the  place  where  the  fugitives  were  concealed,  but  with¬ 
out  effect.  Finding  they  could  obtain  no  intelligence  by  this  mode  of  addrefs,  and  hav¬ 
ing  certain  information  that  the  perfons  they  fought  for  were  there,  they  tied  him  up  and 
gave  him  two  dozen  lathes,  when  he  acknowledged  that  Mr.  Colclough  and  Mr.  Harvey 
were  in  a  cave  in  a  rock  clofe  to  the  fea-tide.  He  then  conducted  the  foldiers  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  ifland,  where  they  found  the  cave ;  but  it  was  fo  fituated  that  it  was  irapoffible 
to  approach  the  fugitives  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  clanger.  It  was  then  thought, 
inoti  prudent  to  call  to  Mr.  Harvey,  who  making  no  anfwer,  the  commander  of  the  party 
told  thofe  within,  that  all  refinance  was  vain,  that  he  had  a  large  body  of  men  With  him, 
and  ihould  immediately  order  them  to  tire  into  the  cave,  if  thofe  who  were  concealed 
there  did  not  come  out.  On  this,  Mr.  Colclough  appeared,  and  both  he  and  Mr.  Har¬ 
vey  furrendercd  themfelves.  The  foldiers  were  of  opinion,  that  if  he  had  defended 
himfelf,  by  firing  through  the  chinks  of  the  rocks,  he  might  have  killed  feveral  of  them 
before  they  could  poflibly  have  Ihot  at  him  with  any  effect.  When  he  was  taken,  he  had 
an  old  inulket,  a  pocket-piliol,  and  two  cutlaffes.  Mrs.  Colclough  was  with  them.  There 
was  a  very  neat  feather-bed,  blanket,  and  theets,  in  the  cave,  and  a  keg  of  whiik’ey  ; 
alfo  a  jar  of  wine,  a  tub  of  butter,  and  fome  bifcuits;  a  large  pound-cake,  that  weighed 
above  twenty  pounds  ;  a  live  thecp,  and  a  crock  of  pickled  pork  ;  alfo  tea,  lugar,  &c.  Two 
chefls  of  plate  were  alfo  found  near  the  cave.  Thel'e  were  brought  in  the  boat  to  town, 
and  placed  under  thecare  of  a  magiltrate.  Mrs.  Colclough  was  not  brought  to  Wexford 
fcitb  her  hutband  and  Mr.  Harvey.  Jackfou’s  Narrative,  />.  4 S’ 

-  county 


BRIT  IS 


H  AND 


circumftance,  that  though  the 
chiefs  of  the  united  Irifhmen  were 
evidently  hoftile  to  all  religious 
eflablifhments,  the'  people  were  di¬ 
rectly  the  contrary.;  and  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  them  engaged  in  the  caufe 
profeffedlv,  becaufe  they  believed 
u  that  the  heretics,  who  had  reign¬ 
ed  upwards  of  one  hundred  years, 
were  novV  to  be  extirpated,  and  the 
true  catholic  religion  eftablifhed.,f 
Such  protelfants  as  joined  the  rebel 
army  were  obliged  to  be  baptifed  in 
the  Romifh  chapels  ;  and  evert 
Mr.  Harvey,  and  the  other  chief¬ 
tains,  were  compelled  to  attend 
mafs,  and,  at  lead  outwardly,  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  rites  of  that  religion  *. 
Though  the  North  had  been  the 

firif 

County  of  Wexford,  1  Richard  Grafidy,  of  BalFyftraco,  in  the  county  of  Wexford^ 
to  wit.  >  farmer,  came  this  day  before  us  his  majefty’s  jutlices  of  the  peace 

— - 3  for  the  faid  county,  and  maketh  oath  upon  the  Holy  Evange- 

jifts,  that  he  this  examinant  was  attacked  and  feifed  at  the  crofs  roads  of  Kilbride  in  faid 
county,  on  Sunday  the  third  day  of  June  iniiant,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  as  he  was  returning  from  a  farm  he  had  on  the  lands  of  Kilbride,  by 
feveral  perfons  armed  with  guns,  pikes,  and  fpears  ;  that  amongft  the  number  were  Mi¬ 
chael  Poor,  Thomas  Poor,  Martin  White,  Richard  Shee,  Martin  Cothoun,  Nicholas 
Browne,  Michael  White,  John  Moran,  and  Laurence  Moran,  all  of  Kilbride  aforefaid,- 
with  many  others,  whofe  names  this  deponent  knows  not,  though  their  faces  were  very- 
familiar  to  Into  ;  that  examinant  was  conducted  from  thence  to  the  rebel  camp  at  Carrick 
Byrne,  in  faid  county,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  fame  day  was  brought  to  Mr,  King’s  houfe 
at  Schollobogue  in  laid  county;  that  he  was  introduced  into  a  room  where  he  faw  Ba- 
genai  Harvey,  of  Bargy  CalUe  in  faid  county,  efq.  ;  William  Devereux  of  Taghmon  iri 
faid  county,  farmer;  Francis  Brien  of  Taghmon  ;  and  Nicholas  Sweetman  of  New  Bawno 
in  faid  counts',  with  a  few  more,  whom  deponent  did  not  know,  but  believes  that  John 
Colclough  of  Ballytiegue  in  faid  county,  and  a  fon  of  faid  William  Devereux,  were  of 
the  number;  that  deponent  was  clofely  examined  by  faid  Bagenal  Harvey,  as  to  the  hate 
of  Rofs  and  Duncannon  forts,  and  whether  he  was  aft  orange  man  or  an  united  man; 
that  faid  Bagenal  Harvey  proffered  him  to  take  the  oath  of  an  united  Irilhman,  and  be¬ 
come  one  of  their  community ;  that  at  la  ft  opponent  obtained  a  pals  from  faid  Bagenal! 
Ha  rvey,  with  which  lie  came  as  far  as  Bryanstown,  where'  he  was  hopped  by  the  guard 
of  rebels  who  were  fiationed  there;  that  he  was  conduced  back  again  to  Colfop’s  Well, 
where  he  met  with  laid  Bagenal  Harvey  and  faid  Nicholas  Sweetman;  that  faid  Nicholas 
Sweetman  figned  the  pafs  he  had  got  from  faid  Harvey;  that  he  had  not  gone  far  before 
the  pals  had  been  taken  from  him  and  torn,  upon  which  deponent  was  taken  prifoner. 
to  Scollobogue  Houfe,  where  he  was  confined  till  the  Ttiefday  morning  following,  with 
many  other  protefiants  ;  that  about  nine  o’clock  John  Murphy  of  Loughnageer  in  faid 
county,  who  had  the  command  of  the  Rofegarlund  rebel  corps,  and  was  the  officer  of  the 
guard  over  the  prifoners,  had  ordered  them  out  by  fours  to  be  fliot  by  his  company  of  re¬ 
bels,  till  thirty-five  were  maffacred ;  that  the  rebel  fpenrmen  ufed  to  take  pleafure  in 
piercing  the  victims  through  with  their  fpears,  and,  in  exultation,  licking  their  bloody 
fpears ;  that  while  this  horrid  Irene  was  acting,  the  barn  at  faid  Seollobogue,  in  which 
were  above  one  hundred  protefiants  (as  deponent  heard  and  believes),  was  let  on  fire  and 
all  coniumed  to  allies;  that  ^xaminant’s  life  was  fpared  beeaufe  faid  Murphy  knew  faid 
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county  of  Wexford.  At  Scollo- 
boortie,  about  eleven  miles  from 
Wexford,  a  number  of  proteitant 
prifoners  were  maffacrSd;  With  m  ny 
circumftances  of  barbarity  ;  and  at 
the  fame  place  a  barn  was  after¬ 
wards  fet  on  fire  where  the  pro- 
teftants  were  confined,  and  upwards 
•of  100  were  burned  or  fuffocated  ; 
the  wretched  victims  who  attempt¬ 
ed  to  efeape  thro  gh  a  fmall  win¬ 
dow  being  received  on  the  pikes  of 
the  rebels,  and  thrown  back  into 
the  flames.  An  almoft  indifcrimi- 
nate  fyftem  of  plunder  prevailed; 
'nor  were  the  leaders  able  to  pre- 
ferve  the  lead  order  or  difeipline 
among  their  fanatical  and  licen¬ 
tious  followers.  It  is  a  remarkable 
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firft  focus  of  fedition  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  yet,  as  was  before  remarked, 
they  were  neither  fo  forward  in 
theiroperations,  nor  were  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  rebels  fo  formidable 
in  that  quarter  as  in  the  South. 
For  this,  various  reafons  have  been 
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affigned.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the 
proteftants  of  Ulfler  began  before 
this  crifis  to  diftruft  the  views  of  the 
catholics.  Perhaps  a  more  fatis^ 
factory  reafon  is,  that  the  views  and 
attention  of  government  were  more 
particularly  diredted  to  this  part  of 

the 


Bagehal  Harvey  had  given  him  a  pafs;  and  through  his  intcrcefiion  with  faid  Murphy, 
Loftus  Frefiel  was  likewife  fpared ;  fayeth,  they  were  both  tied  and  conveyed  within  a 
mile  of  Rofs,  where  they  met  faid  Bagena!  Harvey,  Cornelius  Grogan  of  Johnftowa  in 
faid  county,  efq.,  faid  William  Deveretlx,  and  many  others,  unknown  to  deponent,  re¬ 
treating  from  the  battle  of  Rofs  ;  faith  that  faid  Bagenal  Harvey  ordered  faid  Murphy  to 
take  the  prifoners  to  his  lodging  at  Coliop’s  Well,  where  he  gave  a  pafs  to  Loftus  Freffel, 
but  refufed  to  give  one  to  deponent,  left  he  fhould  go  toDuncannon  Fort,  and  report  what 
deponent  had  heard  and  feen ;  faith  that  he  heard  and  believes  it  to  be  a  fad,  that  faid 
Cornelius  Grogan  had  the  command  of  the  barony  of  Fort  rebel  troops  at  the  battle  of 
Rofs;  faith  that  he  was  taken  to  Foulke’s  Mill  in  faid  county  that  night,  where  he  conti¬ 
nued  for  two  days  under  a  guard  dre fling  the  wounded;  that  he  was  afterwards  conveyed 
to  Baliymitty  in  faid  county,  when  he  obtained  a  pafs  from  Edward  Murphy,  parifh  priefl 
of  faid  place,  to  pafs  and  re-pafs  through  his  dill  rid  for  the  purpofe  of  curing  the  wounded ; 
faith  that  he  was  fent  to  Taghmon,  where  the  titling  rebel  magiflrates,  John  Brien,  James 
Harpar,  Jofeph  Cullamore,  and  Matthew  Commons,  were  of  opinion  that  deponent 
might,  with  the  priefi’s  pafs,  have  gone  back  again  and  remain  there  ;  faith  that  lie 
itrolled  along  the  fea-flde  under  the  protedion  of  this  pafs,  till  at  lad  he  etfeded  his 
efcape  acrofs  the  ferry  of  Bannow  to  Feathard,  on  Friday  evening  the  22 d  inftant,  and 
from  thence  to  Duncannon Fort  this  morning;  faith  that  he  often  heard  it  reported  while 
he  was  in  cuftody,  that  John  Colclough  and  Thomas  M£Leard,  both  of  Tintern  in  faid 
county,  were  very  adive  in  promoting  the  rebellion;  and  further  faith,  that  he  faw  John 
Devereux  of  Shalbeggan  in  faid  county,  juu.,  at  Scollobogue,  on  Monday  the  4th  inflant, 
and  that  he  teemed,  and  he  verily  bclieveth  he  had  a  principal  command  in  the  rebel 
army ;  faith  that  he  likew  ife  faw  Charles  Reily  of  Ramfgrange  in  faid  county,  at  the  faid 
camp  at  Carrick  Byrne,  amonglt  the  rebels,  very  bufy  and  adive  to  promote  their  caufe ; 
deponent  further  faith,  that  he  attended  mats  celebrated  by  Edward  Murphy,  parifb  priefl 
of  Bannow;  that  after  mafs  he  heard  faid  Murphy  preach  a  fermon,  in  which  he  faid. 
*(  Brethren,  you  fee  you  are  vidorious  every  where,  that  the  balls  of  the  heretics  fly  about 
you  without  hurting  you;  that  few  of  you  have  fallen,  whilft  thoufands  of  the  heretics  are 
dead,  and  the  few  that  have  fallen  was  from  deviating,  from  our  caufe,  and  want  of  faith ; 
that  this  vifibly  is  the  work  of  God,  who  now  is  determined  that  the  heretics,  who  have 
now  reigned  upwards  of  one  hundred  years,  fhould  be  now  extirpated,  and  the  true  catholic 
religion  eftablilhed.”  And  deponent  faith  this  fermon  was  preached  after  the  battle  of  Rofs, 
and  faith  he  has  heard  feverai  fermons  preached  by  the  priefts  to  fame  effed;  and  further 
faith,  that  he  has  heard  feverai  of  the  rebels  who  had  been  at  the  battle  of  Ennifcorthy, 
and  elfewhere,  declare,  that  Edward  Roche  the  priefl  did  conftantly  catch  the  bullets 
that  came  from  his  majedy’s  army  in  his  hand,  and  give  them  to  the  rebels  to  load  their 
guns  with;  deponent  further  faith  that  any  proteflant  who  was  admitted  into  the  rebel 
army  was  firft  baptifed  by  a  Roman-cathoLic  priefl,  and  thahevery  proteflant  who  refufed 
to  be  baptifed  was  put  to  death,  and  that  many  to  lave  their  lives  fuffered  Ihemfelves  to 
be  baptifed.  t 

Sworn  before  us  his  majefly’s  juflices  of  the  peace  for  faid 
county,  this  23d  day  of  June  1798,  at  Duncannon  Fort. 

Bound  in  the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds 
to  prolecute,  when  called  on,  this  exa¬ 
mination  with.  effedf. 

RICHARD  GRANDY. 

(A  Copy.) 
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the  kingdom  ;  more  troops  were 
maintained  there,  and  greater  vigi¬ 
lance  and  circumfpedtion  were  u fed 
by  the  officers,  and  ofcl'er  perfons 
employed  to  quell  the  rebellion.  In 
the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim, 
however,  fome  alarming  commo¬ 
tions  were  obferved  about  the  be¬ 


ginning  of  June.  On  the  jrth 
that  month,  general  Nugent,  who 
commanded  at  Belfafl,  received  in¬ 
formation  of  an  intended  infur- 
re£lion  in  the  county  of  Antrim, 
which  had  for  its  firfl  object  the 
feifure  of  the  magiftrates,  who  were 
to  meet  that  day  at  the  county- 


Whatever  might  have  been  the  real  views  of  the  politicians  whofe  harangues  and 
writings  tended  to  produce  this  dreadful  rebellion,  which,  profel'fedly,  they  denominated 
reform,  toleration,  &c.  the  very  reverfe  would  have  been  the  effect  of  it.  The  intole¬ 
rant  prejudices  of  the  catholics,  it  was  foon  proved,  had  no  bounds.  The  extinction  of 
the  proteftant  religion  was  the  favourite  idea  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  rebels,  and  their 
ilrongeft  motive  to  addon.  Reform  was  never  thought  of  by  them,,  nothing  lefs  than 
■breaking  off  all  connexion  with  England,  and  a  total  change  of  the  effablithed  government 
in  Ireland;  and  even  an  expectation  of  being  able  to  attack  England  as  an  enemy  was 
warmly  encouraged  by  them.  So  far  from  toleration  in  religious  matters  being  allowed, 
Mr.  Bagenal  Harvey,  and  their  other  proteftant  leaders,  thought  it  prudent  to  attend 
jnafs  in  their  camps. 

In  the  town  of  Wexford,  proteftant  men  and  women  were  obliged  to  recant;  and,  with 
their  children,  were  required  to  be  baptifed  in  the  catholic  chapel,  after  the  Roman-catho¬ 
lic  manner,  and  to  attend  mafs.  Even  the  protection,  granted  by  the  priefts  to  the  pro¬ 
teftant  men  and  women,  after  they  had  been  thus  baptifed,  was  ‘  Proted,  in  the  name  of 
<  JefusChrift,  A.  B.  he  or  the  having  been  made  a  chvifiian,  and  a  memberof  the  catho¬ 
lic  church.'  (Signed  by  the  prieft.)  But  here  Imuft,  in  juftice  to  many  excellent 
priefts,  make  a  diftinCtion  between  them  and  l'uch  others  as  fomented  the  diiturbances. 

It  was  notify  defire  of  the  priefts  of  the  town  of  Wexford,  that  the  proteftants  were  forced 
to  yield  to  this  neceffity;  but  it  was  owing  to  the  ferocity  of  the  mob,  who  could  not  bear 
the  name  of  a  proteftant.  The  conduct  of  the  Roman-catholic  clergy  of  Wexford  cannot 
be  too  much  commended.  Dr.  Caulfield,  the  titular  bifhop  of  Leighlinand  Ferns,  Father 
Curran,  Father  Bore,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  of  the  priefts  and  friars  of  that  town,  on  all 
occafions,  ufed  their  intereft  and  exerted  .their  abilities  in  the  caufe  of  humanity.  Every 
Sunday,  after  mafs,  they  addreffed  their  audience,  and  implored  them,  in  the  moll  earneft: 
manner,  not  to  ill-treat  their  prifoners,  and  not  to  have  upon  their  confciences  the  re¬ 
flection  of  having  fhed  innocent  blood. 

I  with  I  could,  with  truth,  fpeak  as  favourably  of  other  ffeferiptions  of  the  catholic 
priefts,  as  I  am  bound  to  do  of  thole  jof  the  town  of  Wexford;  but  greater  monfters  of  ini¬ 
quity  than  fome  of  the  country-priells  I  believe  never  exiiled.  Every  deception  that 
could  influence  the  minds  of  the  infatuated  people  was  praCtifed  by  them.  It  will  hardly 
be  credited,  in  this  country,  that  thoufands  of  the  Irifn  are  in  fueh  a  itate  of  ignorance 
as  eafily  to  believe  the  molt  extravagant  reports  and  delufions.  At  the.  battle  of  Three 
Rocks,  before  the  town  of  Wexford  was  taken  by  the  rebels,  a  prieft,  of  tke  name  of 
Murphy,  marched  at  their  head,  telling  them  to  follow  him,  and  not  to  fear;  for,  if  they 
took  up  the  dull  from  the  roads,  and  threw  it  at  the.  king’s  trqops,  they  would  fall  dead 
before  them.  The  rebel-camps  were  conftantly  attended  by  numbers  of  thefe  priefts,  fay¬ 
ing  mafs  every  day,  and  pretending  to  give  charms  which  would  prevent  the  balls  of  the 
foldiers  from  injuring  them.  To  this  caule  principally  may  be  attributed  the  undaunted 
manner  in  which  the  rebels  often  faced  the  cannon.  You  might  fee  hundreds  of  them, 
with  cords  round  their  waifts,  on  which  were  feven  knots,  which  they  were  perfuaded  to 
believe  would  effectually  preferve  them  in  the  day  of  battle.  That  no  compunction  might 
rife  in  their  breafts,  on  account  of  the  murders  they  were  daily  committing,  (heir  priefts 
allured  them  it  was  ordained  by  God,  and  that  it  had  been  prophecied  there  (hould  be  but 
one  religion,  and  that  was  to  be  the  Roman-catholic;  fo  that,  in  deftroying  the  proteft- 
sjnts,  they  were  performing  a  duty  to  heaven.  It  may  here  be  atked,  Were  there  no 
proteftants  among  the  rebels?  I  anfwer,  Some  few  proteftants  there  were;  and  they  found 
it  neceifary  to  affent  and  to  accommodate  themfelves  to  the  humours,  the  prejudices,  the 
vices,  and  cruelties,  of  the  mob  of  catholics,  and  by  that  means  prevented  difunion. 

v  jfackjbn’s  Narrative,  Jp.  36, 
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town.  The  intelligence  was  how¬ 
ever  not  received  fufficiently  early 
to  prevent  the  infurgents  from  tak¬ 
ing  pofleffion  of  Antrim  ;  but  the 
general  loll  no  time  in  ordering  a 
confiderable  force  to  proceed  to 
Antrim  through  Lifburn,  under  co¬ 
lonels  Clavering  andLumley;  while 
another  party,  under  colonel  Dur¬ 
ham,  was  difpatched  to  the  fame 
place  through  Carmoney  and  Tem- 
plepatrick.  The  dragoons  who  ar¬ 
rived  firft  under  colonel  Lumley 
were  fired  at  from  the  houfes,  and 
obliged  to  retreat,  with  the  lofs  of 
three  officers  and  two  curricle  fix- 
pounders.  Colonel  Clavering,  on 
his  arrival,  finding  the  rebels  pour¬ 
ing  into  the  town  in  great  force, 
judicioufly  took  poll  on  a  hill  on 
the  Lifburn  fide.  In  the  mean 
time,  colonel  Durham,  with  his  de¬ 
tachment,  advanced  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Antrim,  and,  after  a  can¬ 
nonade  of  half.an-hour,  drove  the 
rebels  from  the  town,  and  purfued 
them  as  far  as  Loane’s  caftle  and 
Randehs  town.  At  the  fame  time, 
a  party  of  the  rebels  were  repulfed 
from  Carrickfergus  ;  buta  party  of 
the  Toome  yeomanry  were  made 
prifoners  by  the  infurgents  at 
Toome  bridge.  We  have  no  re¬ 
turn  of  the  lofs  of  the  rebels  in  the 
engagement  at  Antrim  :  but,  on  the 

OO  * 

part  of  the  king’s  troops,  feveral 
were' killed,  and  lord  O’Neil,  and 
fome  other  officers  and  men,  dan- 
geroufly  wounded. 

The  infurredlion  now  became  al- 
moft  oeneral  throughout  the  coun- 
ties  of  Down  and  Antrim  ;  but  on 
the  1 2th  of  June  the  rebels  received 
a  complete  defeat  at  Ballynahinch, 
where  they  loft  upwards  of  400 
men.  On  the  part  of  the  king’s 
troops,  the  lofs  was  only  five  rank 
and  file,  and  one  officer  killed,  and 
fourteen  wounded.  The  rebels, 
however,  difputed  the  ground  with 
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great  obftinacy.  Their  leader, 
Munro,  would  have  been  delivered 
up  by  the  treachery  of  fome  of  his 
accomplices,  but  he  was  taken  pri- 
fonerinthe  adlion  and  executed. 

Though  not  diffatisfied  with  the 
condudl  of  lord  Cambden,  the  Eng- 
lifh  government,  confidering  the 
ftate  of  Ireland  as  more  defperate 
than  perhaps  it  really  was,  deter¬ 
mined  to  give  to  the  lifter  kingdom 
a  military  lord-lieutenant.  The 
marquis  Cornwallis  arrived  at  Dub¬ 
lin  in  that  capacity  on  the  20th  of 
June,  and  immediately  a  (Turned  the 
reins  of  government. — -The  con- 
du6t  of  his  lordfhip  was  on  the 
whole  judicious. — On  the  17th  of 
July,  he  fent  a  meffage  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  lord  Caftiereagh, 
intimating  that  he  had  received  his 
majefty’s  command  to  acquaint 
them — “  that  he  had  fignificd  his 
gracious  intention  of  granting  a  ge¬ 
neral  pardon  for  all  offences  com¬ 
mitted,  on  or  before  a  certain  dav, 
upon  fuch  conditions,  and  with 
fuch  exceptions,  as  might  be  com¬ 
patible  with  the  general  fafety.” 
But  “  thefe  offers  of  mercy  to  the 
repentent  were  not  to  preclude  mea- 
fures  of  vigour  againft  the  obfii- 
nate.” 

In  the  mean  time  a  fpecial  com- 
miffion  was  opened  in  Dublin  for 
the  trial  of  the  principal  delin¬ 
quents.  Mefffs.  John  and  Henry 
Sheares,  M‘Cann,  the  fecretary  to 
the  provincial  meeting,  and  Mr. 
W.  M.  Byrne,  an  active  member 
of  the  fociety  of  united  Irifhmen, 
were  ail  tried  and  executed.  Mr. 
Oliver  Bond  was  tried  on  the  23d 
of  July,  convicted,  and  condemn¬ 
ed  5  and  in  his  fate  the  other  con- 
fpirators  now  began  to  read  and 

forefee  their  own.  The  rebellion 

«»* 

was  now  apparently  cru filed.  The 
people  were  every  where  returning 
in  numbers  to  their  allegiance,  and 
N  delivering 
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delivering  up  their  arms.  —  Their 
hopes  from  France  had  been  mi- 
ferably  difappointed ;  and  nothing 
appeared  before  their  eyes  but  indi¬ 
vidual  dedru£tion,  without  having 
effected  any  one  purpofe  for  which 
they  had  affociated.  Thus  prepar¬ 
ed  for  fubmiflion,  and  for  the  dif- 
clofure  of  the  deftrudtive  plans  in 
which  they  had  been  engaged,  a 
negotiation  was  happily  opened  be¬ 
tween  the  Irifh  government  and 
the  Bate  delinquents.  The  circum- 
fiances  which  led  to  this  treaty  have 
never  been  publidied  by  authority; 
but  we  havereafon  to  think,  that  our 
information  on  the  whole  is  not  in- 
corredt.  As  Mr.  Bond  was  highly 
and  refpedtably  connected,  great 
filtered  was  made  from  different 
quarters  to  fave  his  life.  We  be¬ 
lieve  it  was  then  intimated  on  the 
part  of  government,  that  if  Mr. 
Bond  would  confent  to  give  to  ad- 
miniftration  all  the  information  of 
which  he  was  poffeffed  relative  to 
the  confpiracy  and  the  rebellion, 
his  feutenee  might  be  commuted 
for  that  of  banifhment.  Mr.  Bond, 
we  have  underflood,  at  firft  reject¬ 
ed  this  propofal,  if  his  information 
or  evidence  fhould  endanger  the 
life  of  any  man  with  whom  he  was 
connedled.  The  fcbeme  of  mercy 
was  then  extended,  it  is  faid,  on  the 
part  of  government,  to  the  whole 
of  the  date  prifoners ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  Mr.  Bond  was  indulged 
with  a  relpite.  After  fome  nego¬ 
tiation  therefore,  in  which  it  is  faid 
Mr.  Dobbs,  a  member  of  the  Irifh 
parliament,  took  a  very  humane 
and  aCtive  part,  the  whole  of  the 
date  prifoners,  including  the  two 
OConnors,  counfellor Emmett,  Dr. 
M‘Nevin,  and  Mr.  Neilfon,  con- 
fented  to  give  to  the  government 
every  information  in  their  power, 

*  He  did  not  furvive  his 


on  the  conditions  that  they  fliouid 
be  at  liberty  voluntarily  to  trans¬ 
port  themfeives  to  any  country  not 
at  war  with  his  majedy  ;  that  Mr. 
Bond  *  fhould  receive  a  pardun  on 
the  fame  condition  ;  and  that  no 
further  profecutions  fhould  be  car¬ 
ried  on  upon  the  fcore  of  the  con¬ 
fpiracy,  except  againd  aCtual  mur¬ 
derers,  or  fuch  rebels  as  fhould  here¬ 
after  be  taken  in  arms.  The  in- 
tereding  information  communi¬ 
cated  by  thefe  gentlemen  has  been 
confolidated  in  the  report  which, 
on  the  aid  of  Augud,  wasprefent- 
ed  to  the  houfe  of  commons  bv  lord 
vifcount  Cadlereagh,  and  the  fub- 
dance  of  it  has  already  been  de¬ 
tailed  with  other  matter  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  part  of  this  chapter. 

The  fydem  of  moderation  and 
mercy  purl'ued  by  lord  Cornwallis 
appeared  peculiarly  feafonable  at 
this  crids,  and  was  apparently  at¬ 
tended  with  the  happied  effeCts. 
The  fydem  of  military  law  and 
military  execution  was  relaxed 
throughout  all  thofe  parts  of  the 
kingdom  where  the  flames  of  re¬ 
bellion  appeared  to  be  extrnguifhed. 
In  one  indance,  indeed;.  his  lord- 
fliip  gave  fome  offence  to  the  more 
violent  partifans  of  government, 
while  his  conduCt  had  the  praife 
of  every  friend  of  judice  and 
humanity.  —  A  yeoman  was  tried 
by  a  court-martial  for  the  murder, 
in  cold  blood,  of  a  perfon  whom 
he  afferted  to  have  been  a  rebel. 
The  yeoman  was  acquitted  by  the 
court  martial,  but  on  grounds  fo 
unfatisfa&.ory,  that  his  lordfhip 
publicly  tedified  his  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  fentence,  and  diffolved 
the  court-martial.  How  far  the 
palling  a  bill  of  attainder,  and  for¬ 
feiture  of  the  edates  of  lord  Ed¬ 
ward  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  3*  Harvey, 

pardon  above  a  few  days. 
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jffid  INIr.  Grogan,  may  hereafter  be 
confidered  as  in  fome  degree  a 
departure  from  this  fyftem  of  equity 
and  moderation1,  we  are  unable  to 
determine.  Though  juftified  by 
precedent,  it  may  be  queftioned* 
whether  to  punifli  the  children  for 
the  crimes  of  the  parents  be  per¬ 
fectly  confident  with  the  mild  and 
equitable  fpirit  which  otuerwife 
animates  the  general  fyftem  of  Bri- 
tifh  jurifprudence.  The  celebrated 
Irifli  advocate,  Mr.  Curran,  in 
pleading  againft  the  bill,  is  laid  to 
have  chara&erifed  it  in  his  bold  and 
energetic  language  as — “  a  meafure 
of  fupplementary  vengeance,  fieek- 
ing  reprifals  on  the  grave  of  the 
fuppofed  culprit,  and  plundering 
the  pittance  of  the  widow,  and  the 
cradle  of  the  orphan.” 

To  compenfate,  however,  for 
this  folitary  indance  of  feverity,  a 
bill  of  general  amnedy  was  paffed 
in  the  courfe  of  the  feffion,  with 
the  exception  only  of  Mr.  Napper 
Tandy,  and  about  thirty  others, 
chiefly  fugitives  in  France.  A  bill 
was  aifo  pafied  for  granting  com- 
penfation  to  fuch  of  his  majedy's 
ioyal  fubjeclsas  had  fudained  lodes 
in  their  property,  in  confequence  of 
the  late  rebellion  ;  and  commiffaries 
were  named  for  carrying  the  fame 
into  effect. 

After  the  fignal  defeat  of  the  re¬ 
bels  at  Vinegar-hill,  and  their  con- 
fequentexpulfionfromEnnifcorthy, 
Wexford,  &c.  a  condderable  num¬ 
ber  difperfed,  and  returned  to  their 
uftial  occupations.  The  more  de- 
lperate  retired  to  the  mountainous 
parts  of  Wexford  and  Wicklow 
counties,  where,  for  a  while,  they 
waged  a  defultory  warfare — but  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks  were 
cqmpletely  fubdued.  On  the  12th 
of  July,  however,  a  large  body  at¬ 
tacked  the  town  of  Clonard,  but 
v.  ere  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  fixty 
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men,  bv  colonel  Blake.  The  rebel 
corps,  after  its  defeat,  moved  to¬ 
wards  Longwood,  whence  they  were 
purfued  almoft  to  Culmullin,  and 
about  thirty  were  killed  in  the  pur- 
fuit,  The  main  body  of  rebels 
after  this  took  pod:  on  a  hill  at 
Gdrretstown,  whither  general  Myers 
directed  his  march,  but  found  that 
they  took  advantage  of  the  night  to 
decamp.  They  at  length  took  a 
ftrong  podtion  in  the  road  to  Ardee, 
where  thev  feemed  determined  to 
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make  a  Band  ;  but  as  foon  as  the 
Sunderland  regiment  arrived  with 
the  batallion  guns,  they  fell  into 
confudon,  and  were  driven  into  a 
bog,  where  great  numbers  were 
killed,  and  a  quantity  of  pikes  and 
mufkets  taken. 

After  thefe  tranfa£lions,  feveral 
of  the  rebel  corps  laid  down  their 
arms,  and  took  the  benefit  of  the 
amnefty,  covenanting  only  for  their 
chiefs,  that  they  fhould  be  allowed 
to  tranfport  themfelves  to  fome 
country  at  peace  with.  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  —  Thole  who  dill  refilled 
might  rather  be  confidered  as  fmali 
companies  of  banditti,  who  lurked 
in  the  woods  and  mountains,  and 
committed  nocturnal  depredations, 
than  as  an  embodied  force. 

It  was  happy  for  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  at  this  alarming  crifis, 
that  the  French  government  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  moft  incapable 

t 

politicians,  that,  perhaps,  Europe 
had  ever  feen  upon  the  theatre  of 
public  affairs.  They  muff  have 
been  acquainted  well  with  the  ffate 
in  which  Ireland  was  at  fids  time. — 
Wexford  was  nearly  three  weeks 
in  the  poffeffion  of  the  infurgents, 
and  their  armies  were,  during  the 
whole  of  that  time,  able  to  keep 
the  field,  and  brave  his  majefty’s 
forces. — Had  the  French  diredlory 
embraced  the  opportunitv,  and 
purfued  the  plan  which  was  laid. 
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out  for  them  by  lord  Edward  Fitz¬ 
gerald  and  others  of  the  malcon¬ 
tents  in  Ireland  ;  had  they  rilked  a 
few  frigates  and  light  veflels,  with  a 
proper  fupply  of  officers,  arms  and 
ammunition,  with  a  tew  troops  to 
keep  the  infurgents  in  fpirits,  Ire¬ 
land  would  have  been  loll:  for  ever, 
and  ultimately  Great  Britain  itfelf, 
fince,.  we  are  perfuaded  that,  in  the 
prefent  Bate  of  Europe,  both  iflands 
rnnft  Hand  or  fall  together,,  They 
are  naturally  united,  and  the  in- 
terefis  of  neither  will  bear  a  repa¬ 
ration.  Providence  ordered  it  bet¬ 
ter;  and  ordained  that  from  this 
moment,  and  by  this  one  fatal 
overfight,  the  enormous  fabric  of 
French  power,  raifed  on  the  ruins 
of  order  and  of  juftice,  ffiould  now 
commence  its  decline,  and  ffiould 
gradually  moulder  to  ruin.  With 
that  kind  of  after-thought,  that 
fluggifh  and  wavering  policy, 
which  particularly-  marks  weak 
and  bad  flatefmen,  the  French,  in 
the  latter  end  of  AuguB,  detached 
a  fmall  force  to  the  north  of  Ire¬ 
land,  under  the  command  of  gene¬ 
ral  Humbert,  the  man  of  the  French 
guards  (if  we  are  not  miftaken) 
who  Bands  recorded  in  our  volume 
for  1791  as  having  been  one  of 
the  firB  to  enter  the  fortrefs  of  the 
BaBile  on  the  memorable  14th  of 
July,  1789.  On  the  22d  of  Au¬ 
guB:,  general  Humbert  landed  at 
KillaJa,  and  the  appearance  of  a 
French  force  excited,  as  might  be 
expected,  a  general  conBernation 
throughout  the  kingdom.  The 
numbers  of  the  enemy  were  great¬ 
ly  exaggerated  in  the  firft  accounts, 
and  the  invafion  appeared  in  fo  for¬ 
midable  a  light,  that  the  lord-lieute¬ 
nant  determined  perfonally  to  take 
the  field  at  the  head  of  a  confiderable 
army.  It  is  remarkable  that  the 
invaders  were  joined  by  very  few 
of  the  natives;  and  thofe  who  did 
repair  to  their  Bandard  were  foon 


difguBed,  as  we  have  underflood, 
fince  the  BriClnefs  of  French  difci- 
pliiie  but  ill  accorded  with  the  li- 
centioufnefs  and  diforder  in  which 
the  Iriffi  infurgents  had  been  ac- 
cuflomed  to  indulge.  The  firft 
movements  of  general  Humbert 
proved  him  a  confummate  offi¬ 
cer,  and  worthy  of  a  great  com¬ 
mand.  Though  the  Britifli  force, 
which  was  to  impede  his  progrefs, 
was  not  contemptible,  he  judici- 
ouflv  faw  that  to  advance  with  con- 
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fidence  was  eflential  to  his  future 
fuccefs.  He  proceeded,  therefore, 
without  lofs  of  time  to  Caftlebar, 
where  general  Lake. was  collecting 
his  forces.  On  the  27th,  he  at¬ 
tacked  the  Britiffi  general,  and 
forced  him  to  retreat  with  the  lofs 
of  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  few 
men.  The  force  under  general 
Lake  has  been  varioufly  ftated  ;  it 
was  at  firft  reprefented  as  amount¬ 
ing  to  6,000  men,  which  number 
was  afterwards  reduced  to  about 
1,000.  The  London  Gazette  fays, 
general  Lake  u  had  not  yet  col¬ 
lected  his  forces ;”  yet  it  is  hardly 
probable^  that  an  officer  fo  high  in 
command  fliould  take  a  ftation  fo 
near  the  enemy  with  a  very  con¬ 
temptible  force.  After  this  fuc¬ 
cefs,  the  French  advanced  towards 
Tuam  ;  but  their  triumph  was  not 
of  long  duration  ;  for  on  the  7th 
of  September,  the  marquis  Corn¬ 
wallis  came  up  with  them  in  the 
vicinity  of  Caftlebar,  and  obliged 
them  to  make  a  retrograde  move¬ 
ment  before  day-break  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning.  The  French  gene¬ 
ral  made  a  circuitous  march  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  flight  of  the  rebel  Iriffi, 
the  majority  of  whom  efcaped  by 
this  manoeuvre.  A  column  of  ge¬ 
neric  Lake’s  army,  however,  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Crawford,  overtook  the  rear  guard 
of  the  French,  at  Ballinnamuck,  at 
about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing 
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ing  of  the  8th,  and  fummoned  them 
to  furrender ;  but  as  they  did  not 
attend  to  the  fummons,  they  were 
attacked  by  the  Britifti  forces,  when 
about  200  of  the  French  infantry 
threw  down  their  arms,  expe&ing 
their  example  to  be  followed  by 
the  reft  of  their  comrades.  On  ge¬ 
neral  Craddock,  and  fome  other 
Britifh  officers  advancing  towards 
them,  however,  the  enemy  com¬ 
menced  a  fire  of  cannon  and  muf- 
qnetry,  which  wounded  general 
Craddock,  upon  which  general 
Lake  ordered  up  a  frefh  reinforce¬ 
ment,  and  commenced  an  attack  on 
every  part  of  their  pofition.  The 
adfion  then  lafted  half  an  hour, 
when  the  remainder  of  the  Britifti 
column  making  its' appearance,  the 
French  furrendered  at  difcretion. 
General  Lake  adds,  u  that  the  re¬ 
bels  who  fled  in  all  directions  buf¬ 
fered  feverely.”  The  lofs  of  the 
Britifh,  in  this  action,  was  only 
three  killed,  and  about  fixteen 
wounded  and  miffing.  When  the 
return  of  French  prifoners  was 
made,  the  public  were  furprifed  to 
find  that  this  formidable  lioft 
amounted  to  no  more,  including 
officers,  than  the  contemptible  num¬ 
ber  of  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
four.  Three  rebel  officers,  who 
had  afiumed  the  title  of  generals', 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors  ; 
their  names  were  Blake,  Roach, 
and  Teeling:  about  ninety-three  of 
the  infurgents,  befides,  were  made 
prifoners.  It  has  been  Laid,  that 
four  of  the  rebels,  who  joined  the 
invaders,  were  hanged  at  Caftlebar 
for  plundering,  by  the  command  of 
Humbert ;  and  that  one  of  the  re¬ 
bels,  who  attempted  to  maflacre 
the  prifoners,  was  cut  down  by  the 
French. 

What  fuccefs  the  French  direc¬ 
tory  could  promife  themfelves  from 
fo  contemptible  a  force  is  not  eafy 
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to  conjecture ;  but  that  they  did 
flatter  themfelves  with  fome  effects 
advantageous  t6  their  caufe  is  evi¬ 
dent ;  for  on  the  16th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  a  French  brig  appeared  off  the 
little  ifland  of  Rutland,  on  the 
north-weft  coaft  of  Donegal.  About 
eight  o’clock  the  crew  landed,  and 
with  them  general  Rey,  and  the 
celebrated  Napper  Tandy,  invert¬ 
ed  with  the  title  of  general  of  bri¬ 
gade  in  the  French  lervice.  They 
anxioufly  inquired  after  the  fate  of 
the  French  army  which  had  landed 
at  Kiliala,  and,  ftrange  as  it  may 
appear,  feemed  dilconcerted  0:1 
hearing  of  their  defeat.  They  next 
diftributed  fome  manifeftoes  among 
the  country  people  ;  but  the  Irifti 
had  already  buffered  coo  much  by 
their  reliance  upon  Gallic  faith,  and 
were  not  too  eafilv  to  be  led  into 
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inlurrecftion.  Thus  difappointed 
in  every  view,  the  enemy  reim- 
barked,  and  immediately  quitted 
the  Irifli  coaft. 

A  more  lerious  attempt  was 
boon  after  made  by  the  enemy  ; 
but,  like  all  their  operations,  it  was 
ill  timed  and  ill  concerted  ;  it  was 
not  made  till  the  alarm  was  given, 
and  when  the  Irifli  coaft  was  clofe- 
ly  guarded  by  the  Britifti  navy.  In 
the  latter  end  of  September,  a 
fquadron  failed  from  Breft,  confid¬ 
ing  of  one  fhip  of  the  line,  the 
Hoche,  and  eight  frigates,  with 
troops  and  ammunition  on  board, 
deftined  for  Ireland.  On  the  nth 
of  OSfober  they  were  defcried  bv 
the  Britifti  fquadron,  under  fir  John 
Borlafe  Warren,  which  confided 
of  the  Canada,  Robuft,  Foudrovant, 
Magnanime,  ALthalion,  Melampus, 
and  Amelia;  and  which,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  acftion,  were  join¬ 
ed  by  the  Anfon.  At  half  part  fe- 
ven,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th, 
the  acffion  commenced ;  and  at 
eleven,  the  Hoche,  after  a  gallant 
N  3  defence. 
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defence,  ftruck :  the  frigates  then 
made  fail  from  the  Britifh  fqua- 
dron,  and  the  fignal  for  a  general 
chafe  ,  was  immediately  made  by 
the  admiral.  After  a  running  fight 
of  five  hours,  three  of  the  frigates 
were  captured  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  and  three  others  afterwards 
became  prizes.  Thus  the  whole 
fquadron,  two  frigates  excepted, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifh  ; 
and  the  .hopes  of  the  French,  as 
well  as  of  the  malcontents  in  Ire¬ 
land,  were  thus  completely  de¬ 
feated. 

Among  the  prifoners  taken  in 
the  Hoche  was  the  famous  and 
unfortunate  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone, 
fo  long  confidered  as  the  mod;  ac- 
tive  and  able  negotiator  among  the 
Irifli  fugitives  at  Paris,  and  as  the 
great  advifer  of  mod:  of  the  mea- 
fures  purfued  by  his  rebellious 
countrymen.  He  was  brought  to 
Dublin,  and  tried  by  a  court-mar¬ 
tial  there ;  and  in  a  mod:  manly 
defence  attempted  neither  to  deny 
nor  excufe  his  offence.  The  plea 
on  which  he  reded  was  that  of 
being  a  denifen  of  France,  and  an 
officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  re¬ 
public.  When  he  found  that  this 
plea  did  not  avail,  he  requefted 
that  he  might  die  like  a  foldier, 
and  not  as  a  felon  ;  and  be  fhot, 
according  to  military  ufage,  rather 
than  hanged.  The  court,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  accede  to  his  requeff, 
and  the  unhappy  delinquent  cut 
his  throat  in  the  prifon.  The 
wound  was  at  firff  fuppofed  not  to 
be  mortal ;  but,  after  languifhing  a 
fhort  time,  it  terminated  his  exift- 
ence.  On  the  morning  after  he 
had  made  the  attempt  upon  his  life, 
Mr.  Curran  exerted  his  great  ta¬ 
lents  in  moving  the  Kinp’s- bench 
for  a  habeas  corpus,  upon  this 
ground- — u  That  court-martials 
had  no  -jurifdi&ion  over  fubjedts 


not  in  military  fervice,  while  the 
court  of  Rdng’s-bench  was  fitting.’* 
The  plea  was,  after  a  full  hearing, 
allowed  by  the  court,  and  the  writ 
was  ordered  to  be  made  out  imme¬ 
diately  ;  but  on  the  arrival  of  the 
mefi'enger  at  the  prilon,  the  un¬ 
happy  mail  was  found  not  in  a 
condition  to  be  moved  with  fafety. 
The  writ,  however,  was  obeyed  by 
the  military,  and  the  execution, 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  that 
morning,  was  fufpended. 

The  rebellion  itfelf  did  not  long 
furvive  Mr.  Tone,  who,  we  have 
already  feen,  might  be  confidered 
as  the  original  projector  of  that 
formidable  fociety  which  gave  it 
birth.  The  few  companies  of  re- 
hels  who  lurked  in  the  woods  and 
mountains,  difpirited  totally  by  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  their  allies,  and  dread¬ 
ing  the  approach  of  winter,  fuc- 
celfively  laid  down  their  arms. 
The  laft  of  their  chieftains,  who 
furrendered  to  government,  was 
Holt,  a  man  of  mean  origin, 
but  of  great  fpirit  and  enter- 
prife.  In  the  mountainous  parts 
of  Wicklow,  he  maintained,  not- 
wi th Handing  the  failure  of  his  con¬ 
federates,  a  defultory  warfare  till  af¬ 
ter  the  defeat  of  the  French  under 
Humbert.  It  is  believed  that  he 
at  iaft  made  terms  with  govern¬ 
ment;  but  theutmoft  he  could  ob¬ 
tain  was  to  fave  his  life  by  relin- 
quifhing  his  native  foil  for  ever. 

By  a  calculation,  which  appears 
to  be  tolerably  corredt,  upwards  of 
30,000  perfons  are  fuppofed  to 
have  loft  their  lives  in  this  deplor¬ 
able  conteft,  independent  of  thofe 
who  were  wounded,  and  of  thofe 
who  were  tranf ported  or  fent  on 
board  the  fleet.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  occafional  or  even 
unjuftifiable  feverities  exercifed  up¬ 
on  fufpebfed  individuals,  we  muft, 
in  candour,  acquit  the  Irifh  go- 
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■vernment  of  the  charge  which 
has,  we  think,  ralhly  been  brought 
againft  them,  u  of  having  goaded 
the  people  into  rebellion.”  The 
rebellion  was  evidently  the  refult 
of  a  deep  confpiracy  laid  by  a 
few  ambitious  and  difaffe&ed  per- 
fons,  who  infidioufly  wrought 
upon  the  pafiions  and  prejudices 
.of  the  lower  orders  of  catho¬ 
lics  .  to  promote  their  own  de¬ 
finitive  defigns.  There  is  much 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  eyes  of 
the  people  are  now  open  to  the 
mifchiefs  into  which  they  had  been 
feduced  ;  and  it  only  remains  for 
government  to  fway  the  fceptre  of 
authority  witli  temperance,  and 
properly  to  blend  conciliation  with 
a  firm  and  not  timid  condut.  The 
path  of  peace  and  profperity,  we 
now  think,  is  laid  open  to  both 
parties  ;  and,  we  truft,  they  will 
keep  it.  As  a  fovereign  remedy 
for  fimilar  diforders,  a  legiflative 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms  has 
been  recommended.  We  own  our- 
felves  partial  to  a  unity  of  govern¬ 
ment;  and  we  can  fee  that  the  plan 
might  ultimately  be  attended  with 
fome  advantages;  but  thofe  advan¬ 
tages  are  certainly  remote,  and  they 
cannot  be  worth  the  rifk  of  the 
Jfmalleff  diffurban.ee  or  difeontent 
among  the  people.  With  refpet 
to  the  immediate  objet,  we  cannot 
difeover  in  what  way  a  legiflative 
union  can  be  a  means  of  prevent¬ 
ing  the  revival  of  the  feenes  which 
we  have  now  been  reviewing-.  It 
cannot  remove  the  prejudices  of 
the  catholics;  it  cannot  enlighten 
the  people,  or  relieve  them  from 
their  burdens.  It  may  indeed,  on 
the  contrary,  for  the  moment,  tend 
to  increufe  one  of  the  principal 


grievances  of  which  the  Irifli  at 
prefent  complain, — the  expenditure 
of  Irifli  property  at  a  diftance 
from  the  country,  where  that  pro¬ 
perty  is  acquired.  We  think,  in 
fine,  that  there  are  other  meafures 
which  would  be  much  more  effec¬ 
tual  than  this  in  promoting  the 
peace,  tranquillity,  and  welfare  of 
Ireland.  If  it  were  poffible  to  pro¬ 
mote,  by  any  means,  the  transfer 
of  capital  to  the  Irifh  coaft,  and 
to  excite  in  the  people  the  fpirit  of 
commerce  and  man u failures ;  if 
fome  commercial  conceflions'  could 
be  rqade  by  the  opulence  of  Britain, 
to  the  poverty  of  Ireland  ;  if 
fchools  could  be  eftabliffied  for  the 
promotion  at  once  of  knowledge 
and  induftry  ;  if  the  gentry  of  Ire¬ 
land  could  be  perfuaded  to  em¬ 
body  themfelves  in  a  patriotic 
union  for  the  protetion  and  the 
aid  of  the  poor  ;  if  they  could  fol¬ 
low  the  example  of  a  fociety  in 
this  kingdom,  whofe  generous  ef¬ 
forts  in  the  caufe  of  humanity  are 
above  our  praife,  “  the  fociety  for 
bettering  the  condition  of  the 
poor and  if  they  could  reduce 
to  practice  fome  of  the  judicious 
fpeculations  of  that  fociety,  we  are 
perfuaded  they  would  effet  more 
towards  reconciling  the  minds  of 
the  people  to  order  and  fubjetion 
than  any  experiment  on  the  con- 
flitution  and  the  government.  We 
have  had  enough  of  innovation  ; 
and,  however  falutary  the  plan, 
we  are  perfuaded,  that  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  temper  and  condition  of  the 
Irifli  people,  “  this  is  not,”  to  ufe 
the  language  of  the  Britifh  mini- 
ffer  on  another  occafion,  “  this  is 
not  the  time  for  reform.” 
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JRetrnfpeci  of  Continental  Affairs  during  the  preceding  Tear.  State  of  the  let « 
Ugercnt  Powers  on  the  Rhine  on  the  Opening  of  the  Tear  l  797.  Siege  and 
Capitulation  of  the  Fort  oppoffte  Huningue.  State  of  the  Aufrian  and 
French  Armies  in  Italy.  New  and  extraordinary  Levies  of  Aufrian 
Troops.  March  of  the  Papal  Troops  to  the  Aid  of  General  Wur  infer.  Kup- 
pofed  Hofiliry  of  the  Tenet  ian  Government.  The  French  take  Poffeffion  of 
Bergamo.  P reparations  made  by  Buonaparte.  Attack  of  the  Aufrians 
under  Alvinzi,  and  Repulfe  of  the  French  to  the  Adige .  P of  t ions  of  Buona¬ 
parte.  Battle  of  Tivoli.  Succefs  of  the  Aufrians.  Perilous  Situ  it  ion  of 
Buonaparte ,  and  of  the  left  Wing  of  the  French.  Defeat  of  the  right  Wing 
of  the  Aujirians.  Battle  of  Porto  Legnano v  Defeat  of  the  right  Wing  of 
the  French.  P  rover  ad  s  ProgreJ's  towards  Mantua.  Rout  of  the  right 
Wing  of  the  Aufrian  Army.  Attack  of  P  rover  a  on  the  Forts  before  Man¬ 
tua.  Sortie  of  the  Garrifon  underfGeneral  Wurmfer.  Defeat  and  Surrender 

of  the  left  Wing  of  the  Aufrian  Army  under  Provera.  Def  ruction  of  the 
fifth  Aufrian  Army  in  Italy  by  the  French .  Situation  of  Afiairs  in  the 
French  Republic .  State  of  the  Finances — Of  Parties — Fall  ions.  Sup - 

pofed  Royalifi  Plot.  Plan  of  the  Confpiracy.  Arrefi  of  the  Confpiraton . 
Trial  and  Conviction  of  the  Chiefs  before  a  Military  Commijfon.  Effects  of 
the  Lenity  of  the  Commiffon  on  the  different  Parties.  Myflerious  Conduct 
and  Policy  of  the  Directory.  Confeffon  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Confpiracy . 
Purfuit  of  the  Remains  of  the  Aufrian  Army ,  by  the  French ,  into  the  Te- 
netian  Territory.  Surrender  of  Mantua.  Preparations  for  the  Invafon  of 
the  States  of  the  Holy  See.  Intercepted  Correfpon,  'ence  of  the  Papal  Minifry. 
Manifejlo  and  Proclamation  of  Buonaparte.  Refections  on  the  Proclama¬ 
tion.  Defeat  of  the  Papal  Troops  ,  Surrender  o  f  various  Cities.  Tin  mi¬ 
raculous  Image  of  Loretto.  Progrefs  of  the  French  Army  towards  Rome. 
Pope's  Letter  to  Buonaparte  with  Offers  of  Peace.  Conditions  of  the  Peace. 
Buonaparte' s  Letter  to  the  Pope.  Negotiation  between  the  French  General 
and  the  Republic  of  St.  Marino. 

IN  our  laft  volume  we  promifed 
a  more  ample  and  accurate  de¬ 
tail  of  certain  tranfadlions  of  the 
French  in  Italv,  than  from  the  do- 
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cuments  before  11s  we  were  able  at 
that  time  to  lav  before  our  readers. 

On  a  review  of  the  whole  cam¬ 
paign,  we  find  the  military  move¬ 
ments  of  the  French  fo  much  con¬ 
nected  with  the  civil  changes  which 
they  affedled,  and  we  find  the  of¬ 
ficial  reports,  from  which  our  nar¬ 
rative  laft  year  was  chiefly  compiled, 
fo  defective,  that  we  determined  to 
fay  before  the  public  fuch  a  view  of 


the  whole  of  thefe  events,  as,  from 
the  fources  from  which  it  is  drawn, 
we  can  venture  to  pronounce  at 
once  corredt  and  authentic. 

The  clofe  of  the  year  1796  had 
been  unfavourable  to  the  arms  of 
the  French  republic.  The  fort  of 
Ivehl,  the  only  poll  which  they 
held  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  exc  ept 
the  redoubt  oppofite  Huningue, 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
Imperialifts  ;  and  the  winds  of  hea¬ 
ven  had  vifited  their  fleets  in  the 
expedition  to  the  coafts  of  Ireland, 
fo  roughly,  that  all  projedls  of  fu¬ 
ture 
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tyre  invafion  were  deferred  to  an 
indefinite  period.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  thefe  defeats,  the  campaign,  on 
the  whole,  had  been  highly  pros¬ 
perous,  as  the  conquefts  in  Italy 
had  more  than  counterbalanced  the 
fuccefs  of  the  allied  armies  in  the 
north.  The  glory  which  the  arch¬ 
duke  had  acquired  in  repelling  the 
invaders  of  Germany  was  dimi- 
nifhed  bv  the  length  of  refiftance 
made  at  Kehl,  wiiiift  Moreau  had 
added  greatly  to  his  military  repu¬ 
tation  by  the  ikill  with  which  he 
had  effected  his  retreat.  The  re¬ 
doubt  oppofite  to  Huningue,  which 
had  been,  for  fome  time,  befieged 
by  the  Auftfians,  had,  fince  the 
capitulation  of  Kehl,  become  nfe- 
lefs,  as  the  whole  of  Suabia,  and 
the  country  on  the  right  of  the 
Upper  Rhine  was  in  pofieffion  of 
the  Imperialifts, 

General  Moreau  determined,  ne- 
verthelefs,  to  defend  it  to  the  laft 
extremity,  having  judged  that,  by 
detaining  the  Auftrian  army  on  the 
Upper  Rhine,  he  fliould  prevent 
them  from  defcending  to  force  the 
French  from  the  pods  they  held  on 
the  right  fide  of  the  Lower  Rhine, 
down  to  Dufleldorf ;  as  well  as  con¬ 
tribute  to  weaken  their  Strength, 
in  which  he  had  fo  eminently  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  refifiance  at  Kehl. 
The  fort  around  which  the  Au- 
firians  were  now  afiembling  their 
forces  confifted  of  works  haftily 
thrown  up  after  the  paflage  of 
the  French  acrofs  the  river  at  Hu- 
ningue,  when  Moreau  penetrated 
into  Germany,  and  was  called  the 
head  of  the  bridge,  though  no 
bridge  exifted.  It  had  originally 
been  a  regular  fortification,  con- 
ftrudled  by  the  celebrated  Vauban  ; 
but  as  thefe  works  had  been  levelled 
at  every  fuccefiive  peace,  the  head 
of  the  bridge  prefented  no  other 


appearance,  previous  to  the  laft 
paflage  of  the  French,  than  Scat¬ 
tered  heaps  of  ruins,  along  which, 
the  cattle  fed. 

An  ifland  that  lay  a  few  yards 
below  Huningue,  and  which  ferved 
as  a  communication  with  the  works 
on  the  oppofite  fide,  was  alfo  for¬ 
tified.  Thefe  two  works  con¬ 
tained  about  three  thoufand  men. 
The  Aufirians,  after  having  can¬ 
nonaded  it  for  a  considerable  time, 
opened  their  trenches  to  reduce  it 
in  the  regular  forms.  The  French, 
by  their  frequent  Tallies,  had  .con¬ 
siderably  retarded  their  advances, 
and  had  even  puflied  their  fuccefs 
fo  far  in  one  Tally  as  to  drive  the 
enemy  back  to  their  moil  diftant 
batteries,  filling  up  part  of  the  third 
parallel  which  they  had  opened. 
Spiking  numbers  of  their  can¬ 
non,  and  bringing  awav  others, 
with  the  prifoners  which  they  had 
made.  What  rendered  the  attack 
and  defence  of  this  place  fo  remark¬ 
able  is,  that  there  is  Scarcely  an 
infiance  in  hiftorv  where  fo  great 
an  expenfe  in  military  ftores,  and  fo 
large  a  wafie  of  life  has  been  made 
for  ail  objeft  apparently  fo  trifling. 
The  Aufirians  having  received  con¬ 
fiderable  reinforcements,  and  hav¬ 
ing  tranfported  the  greater  part  of 
their  heavy  artillery  and  mortars 
from  Kehl,  had  confirme  d  new 
batteries  fo  near  the  works,  that 
the  French  having  neither  he  means 
of  Securing  them  Selves  from  the 
bombs,  nor  of  making  the  enemy, 
from  the  great  fiiperioritv  of  their 
numbers,  and  their  artillery,  ddift 
from  the  enterprise,  agreed,  on  the 
5th  of  Februarv,  to  a  capitulation, 
by  which  they  left  the  aifaii  :nts  in 
pofieffion  of  the  works,  ainioft  re¬ 
duced  to  ruins,  after  withdrawing 
every  thing  from  thence,  even  to 
the  fafcines  and  palifades.  The 
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Jmperialids  afterwards  reduced  this 
place  to  its  primitive  ftate  by  le¬ 
velling  all  that  remained. 

The  affairs  of  the  Auffrians  were 
lefs  fortunate  on  the  fide  of  Italy. 
.After  the  defeat  of  general  Worm¬ 
ier,  and  his  retreat  to  Mantua, 
every  nerve  was  drained  to  repair 
the  immenfe  Ioffes  which  had  been 
fuffained  during  the  former  part 
of  the  campaign,  and  general  Al- 
vinzi  found  himfelf,  in  a  fhort 
time,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  forces 
far  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  republic. 
The  general  had  formed  a  compre- 
henfiye  plan  of  attack  from  the 
mountains  of  the  Tyrol  to  the 
Brenta,  but  fruftrated  in  his  defigns 
by  the  activity  of  Buonaparte;  he 
was  defeated,  as  we  have  already 
related,  in  various  previous  combats, 
from  theBthtothe  12th  of  December, 
and  was  totally  routed  on  the  15th, 
16th,  and  17th  of  December,  at  the 
famous  battle  of  Arcole. 

The  emperor,  however,  far  from 
being  difconraged,  bad  made  the 
greateft  efforts  to  raife  this  new 
army  :  he  had  dripped  the  whole 
of  his  frontiers  ;  the  youth  of 
Vienna  had  formed  themfelves  into 
regiments  of  volunteers,  and  no 
exertions  were  fpared  to  retrieve 
the  tarnidied  glory  of  the  Audrian 
arms,  relieve  Mantua,  and  drive 
the  French  from  Italy.  This  new 
levy  of  40,000  warriors,  of  no  vul¬ 
gar  or  ordinary  character,  advanc- 
ing  with  new  and  formidable  trains 
■  of  artillery,  and  with  no  common 
rapidity  in  their  movements,  were 
animated  with  high  hopes  that  the 
pnrpofe  for  which  they  were  affem- 
bled  would  be  accompliflied. 

The  court  of  Rome,  fo  far  as  its 
power  extended,  contributed  alfo 
its  aid.  The  forces  which  the 
pope  collefted  were  not,  indeed, 
formidable,  either  for  military  fame 


or  numbers ;  but  fuch  as  they  were, 
his  holinefs  put  them  in  march  to¬ 
wards  Romagna,  to  watch  the  dates 
of  Reggio,  Ferrara,  Bologna,  and 
Modena,  which  had  declared  them¬ 
felves  independent;  and  alfo  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  efcape  of  general  Wurmfer 
into  the  Ferrarefe,  or  into  the  pope’s 
territories  from  Mantua,  in  cafe  he 
fhould  not  be  relieved,  which  was 
d’lfcovered  by  his  intercepted  cor- 
lefpondence. 

The  government  of  Venice  had 
preferved,  or  affefted  a  drift  neu¬ 
trality  between  the  belligerent  pow¬ 
ers,  though  their  adverfaries  affert 
that  the  affiftance  given  to  the  Im¬ 
perial  troops,  according  to  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  French  generals,  was 
neither  trifling,  nor  concealed.  The 
province  of  Bergamo,  they  fay,  had 
diown  the  greated  hodility.  In  the 
city  of  Bergamo,  an  anti-gallican 
committee  had  been  formed,  the 
caufe  of  the  Andrians  was  open¬ 
ly  countenanced,  and  many  of 
the  French  had  been  affaflinated. 
Whether  thefe  charges  were  true 
or  faife,  the  French  found  it  conve¬ 
nient  (and  that  has  ever  been  fuf- 
ficient  excufe  for  their  rapacity)  to 
feile  on  the  citadel,  which  not  only 
filenced  the  Bergamefe  committees, 
but  ferved  to  keep  up  the  communi¬ 
cation  between  the  rivers  of  the 
Adda  and  the  Adige.  Buonaparte, 
informed  of  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  armies  of  the  emperor  and  the 
pope  were  collefting,  preffed  the 
arrival  of  the  reinforcements  which 
his  government  had  promifed  him, 
and  made  the  neceffkry  difpofitions 
to  withdand  the  diock.  In  the 
mean  time  he  drew  from  everv  di- 
viflon  in  his  army  a  fmall  number 
of  troops,  which  he  formed  into  a 
moving  column  at  Bologna,  and  to 
which,  from  the  variety  of  its  mo¬ 
tions,  and  its  prefence  in  different 
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quarters,  he  contrived  to  give  the 
appearance  of  a  much  more  confi- 
derable  army.  While  he  was  orga- 
niftng  his  troops  at  Bologna,  Al- 
vinzi  had  apparently  marihalled  his 
army  for  a  general  attack  on  the 
whole  of  the  French  line  along  the 
Adige.  The  Auftrians  had  fuc- 
ceeded  in  repulfing  the  French  from 
the  various  pofitions  they  occupied 
on  the  right  of  the  river  (the  7th  of 
January).  They  had  previo.uflv 
been  defeated  at  Bevilague  by  the 
Auftrian  column  which  marched 
from  Padua,  and  had  driven  back 
their  advanced  guard  on  the  Lower 
Adige  under  general  Augereau. 

The  divifions  that  marched  from 
BafTano  had  cleared  the  plains,  and 
nearly  reached  the  gates  of  Verona, 
when  they  were  flopt  bv  the  divi- 
fton  under  general  Maffena,  who, 
after  a  moft  obftinate  conftidl,  in 
which  great  numbers  were  killed, 
fucceeded  in  repelling  the  afTa.il- 
ants.  Tnefe  attacks  made  by  Al¬ 
vinzi  on  the  right  and  centre  of  the 
French  line,  though  they  were  a 
prelude  to  fome  general  engage¬ 
ment,  left  the  French  in  great  un¬ 
certainty  reflecting  the  intentions 
of  the  Auftrian  commander,  who 
had  fo  well  concealed  his  move¬ 
ments,  that  Buonaparte  was  igno¬ 
rant  whether  the  great  mafs  of  the 
Impei  ial  forces  were  alTembled  on 
the  Lower  Adige  below  Porto  Leg- 
nano,  with  the  intention  of  pene¬ 
trating  to  Mantua  on  the  light  of 
his  army,  or  on  that  part  of  the  river 
near  Rivoli,  at  forty  miles  diftance 
from  the  former,  where  the  left  of 
the  French  army  kept  poffeftion  of 
the  country  between  the  Adige 
and  the  lake  of  Guarda.  In 
this  uncertainty,  Buonaparte,  af¬ 
ter  leaving  in  the  Cifpadan  pro¬ 
vinces  the  troops  neceffary  for 
their  l'afcty,  vifiting  the  blockade  of 
Mantua,  and  reinforcing  the  divi- 


fion  of  Augereau  on  the  right  with 
part  of  the  moving  column  at  Bo¬ 
logna,  placed  himfelf  at  Verona  in 
the  centre  of  his  line  to  wait  the 
event,  and.  prepare  himfelf  for  the 
irruption  of  the  Auftrians  at  what¬ 
ever  point  they  fhould  make  their 
attack. 

While  Alvinzi  led  the  French  to 
believe  from  the  attacks  he  made  on 
the  right  and  centre  of  their  line 
that  his  intention  was  to  pierce  by 
thofe  points  to  Mantua,  he  had 
drawn  off  the  main  body  of  his 
forces  towards  their  left  on  the 
Upper  Adige.  Had  he  fucceeded  in 
getting  poffeffion  of  the  polls  be¬ 
tween  this  part  of  the  river  and  the 
lake  ofGuarda,  he  would  have  com¬ 
pelled  the  French  to  draw  back 
their  troops  from  the  line  of  the 
Adige,  abandoning  Verona  in  their 
centre,  and  Porto  Legnano  on  their 
right, and  thereby  would  have  afford¬ 
ed  the  means  of  throwing  fuccours 
into  Mantua,  with  the  left  divifion  of 
his  army  undergeneral  Provera,  who 
was  waiting  the  rcfult  of  the  attack 
on  the  right,  to  put  in  execution 
this  well-concerted  plan.  The  at¬ 
tack  made  by  the  Auftrian  forces 
on  the  higher  Adige  was  at  fir  ft  fuc- 
cefsful.  General  Joubert,  who 
commanded  in  that  quarter,  was 
compelled  to  fall  back  before  fo 
immenfe  a  fuperiority  of  numbers : 
general  Alvinzi,  it  has  been  already 
obferved,  having  made  this  the  prin¬ 
cipal  point  of  attack,  had  not  only 
weakened  the  other  parts  of  his  line 
to  augment  this  divifion,  but  had 
{Lengthened  himl'df  by  confidera- 
ble  reinforcements  brought  up  Irom 
rnvery  quarter. 

The  important  poll  of  Corona, 
after  an  obftinate  conflict,  and  re¬ 
peated  attacks,  was  taken  by  the 
Auftrians,  and  the  French  weie 
compelled  to  fall  back  to  their  prin¬ 
cipal  poll  at  Rivoli.  The  nature 
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of  this  attack,  and  the  numbers  with 
which  it  was  made,  left  no  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  Buonaparte  that  this 
was  the  point  by  which  Alvinzi 
meant  to  penetrate.  Leaving  Ve¬ 
rona,  after  giving  his  inftruCtions 
for  the  centre  of  his  army,  and  alfo 
for  the  right  of  the  line  at  Porto 
Legnano,  and  on  the  Lower  Adige, 
where  a  continued  and  fevere  can¬ 
nonade  was  kept  up  by  the  Auftrian 
divifion  under  general  Provera, 
Buonaparte  put  in  motion  a  part 
of  the  divifion  of  Maffena,  and  drew 
off  the  troops  which  were  polled 
behind  him  at  Denzenzano,  direct¬ 
ing  their  march  in  different  columns 
towards  Rivoli. 

On  his  arrival,  having  changed 
general  Joubert’s  plan  of  defence 
into  an  attack,  he  ordered  the  va¬ 
rious  polls  before  Rivoli, which  had 
been  evacuated,  to  he  retaken.  The 
execution  ot  this  order,  which  be¬ 
gan  with  fkirmifhes,  brought  on 
the  decisive  combat  earlier  than  the 
Auftiian  general  had  intended, 
who  calculated  neither  on  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  Buonaparte,  nor  on  the 
reinforcements  which  the  French 
were  about  to  receive  in  that  quar¬ 
ter.  Hitherto  all  had  fucceeded 
agreeably  to  Alvinzi’s  wiihes.  The 
divifion  of  his  army,  which  had 
been  feleded  for  this  enterprife, 
having, by  forced  marches, in  which 
they  had  fcaled  mountains  covered 
feveral  feet  deep  with  fnow,  and 
traverfed  a  country  rendered  almoft 
hm pra&icabie,  had  fo  far  feconded 
the  general’s  plan,  that  having  dri¬ 
ven  back  the  French  to  Rivoli,  be¬ 
ing  in  poffeffion  of  the  mo  ft  favoura¬ 
ble  pofition  for  the  general  attack 
the  next  day,  by  which  he  had  the 
means  of  turning  the  left  wing  of 
the  French,  and  drawing  back  their 
right ;  having  alfo,  during  the 
night,  taken  every  rneafure  w'hich 
could  infure  fuccefs,  bv  oreanifinp- 
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the  mode  of  attack,  fo  that  the 
whole  of  his  columns  fhould  a& 
in  concert;  no  doubt  remained 
from  the  firmnefs  which  his  troops 
had  hitherto  fhown,  that  the  enter¬ 
prife  would  be  crowned  with  fuc~ 
cefs,  and  the  victory  be  decifive, 

Buonaparte’s  arrival  deranged  his 
operations;  for  although  the  French 
w'ere  ftill  as  difproportionate  in 
number  as  when  they  retreated  to  Ri¬ 
voli,  fince  the  general  had  come  un¬ 
attended  with  troops,  yet  in  expec¬ 
tation  that  the  detachments  made 
from  the  divifions  at  Verona  and 
Denzenzano  would  arrive  in  time 
to  fecond  the  operations,  Buona¬ 
parte  ordered  the  attack  to  be  made 
on  the  4th  of  January. 

General  Joubert,  who  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  repulfed  by  Alvinzi’s 
army,  advanced  at  the  head  of  a 
part  of  his  divifion  at  break  of  day, 
along  the  heights  of  St.  Marco, 
the  poft  of  which  had  been  retaken 
during  the  night;  another  part  of 
his  divifion  occupied  the  centre, 
and  the  left  was  to  be  fucceftively 
reinforced  by  the  divifions  drawn 
off  from  the  centre  of  the  main  ar¬ 
my,  and  from  other  polls. 

The  general  adlion  which  took 
place  was  fought  for'  a  confidera- 
ble  length  of  time  with  defperate 
valour  on  both  fides.  The  advan¬ 
tages  were  long  balanced,  and  the 
victory  uncertain.  The  French  were 
frequently  repulfed  in  endeavouring 
to  turn  the  Auftrian  divifions  ;  for 
although  the  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try  favoured  their  attempts,  the  fu- 
periority  of  numbers  enabled  the 
Auftrians  to  render  them  fruitlefs, 
and  even  to  drive  back  the  right 
wing  of  the  French.  The  left  wing 
was  alfo  thrown  into  diforder,  and 
loft  ground.  Alvinzi  having  been 
thus  far  fuccefsful  inrepulfing  both 
wings  of  the  French,  bore  down 
with  the  main  body  of  his  forces  on 
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their  centre,  and  gave  his  left  wing 
the  means  of  advancing  with  twelve 
companies  of  infantry,  and  thirteen 
battalions,  to  the  pofition  which 
the  French  had  occupied.  The 
right  wing  of  the  French,  thus  re- 
p  u  3  fed  by  the  left  wing  of  the  Aui- 
trians,  fell  back  on  their  centre, 
where  Buonaparte,  with  the  divifion 
under  Maffena,  which  had  at  this 
moment  arrived  from  Verona,  met 
the  fhock  ;  and  though  he  forced 
the  affailants  to  retire,  he  could  not 
repair  the  diforder  of  the  right  wing, 
which  was  compelled  to  take  its 
pofition  behind  Rivoli;  and  this  was 
effeffed  not  without  confiderable 
lofs  from  the  command  which  the 
Auftrians  had  of  the  heights. 

The  head  of  the  Auftrian  co¬ 
lumn  having  it  now  in  their  power 
to  fcale  the  entrenchments  made  on 
the  road  by  the  French,  and  even 
to  penetrate,  with  a  part  of  their 
cavalry,  into  the  plains,  there  was 
no  further  obftacle  to  the  re-union 
of  the  Auftrian  aumy  in  the  rear, 
fince  the  right  divifion  had  alfo 
fucceeded  in  turning  the  left  di¬ 
vifion  of  the  French. 

The  republican  forces  were  there¬ 
fore  entirely  furrounded,  and  their 
communication  cut  off  with  Ve¬ 
rona  and  other  parts  of  their  army: 
their  fituation  was  therefore  highly 
perilous.  Wherever  they  caft  their 
eyes,  they  beheld  the  enemy  on 
every  fide.  Buonaparte,  who  had 
fought  the  whole  day  in  every  di- 
redtion,  and  was  now  driven  to  the 
centre, calledhisfield-officersaround 
him,  and  both  armies  feemed  to 
wait  in  awful  filence  the  event  of 
the  fucceeding  moments. 

As  the  king  of  Pruflia,  at  the 
battle  of  Cunnerfd'orf,  in  circum- 
ftances  nearly  fimilar,  wrote  to  the 
queen  at  Berlin  :  u  Madam,  we 
have  beat  the  Ruffians  from  their 
entrenchments;  in  two  hours  ex- 
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pe&  to  hear  of  a  glorious  viiftory 
which  was  followed  immediately 
by  another  courier,  prefling  her 
flight  from  Berlin  with  the  roval 
family  and  the  archives;  fo  Alvinzi, 
equally  confident  of  fuccefs,  had 
dilpatched  a  courier  to  Vienna, 
with  news  of  the  approaching  cap¬ 
ture  of  Buonaparte  and  the  French 
army.  The  Auftrians,  from  the 
heights  which  they  occupied  around, 
faluted  the  ears  of  the  French  with 
infulting  invitations  to  fur  render; 
and  were  dividing,  in  their  imagina- 
tion,  the  fpoils.  Buonaparte,  without 
concealing  from  his  officers  the  im¬ 
minent  danger  to  which  they  were 
expofed  from  the  bravery  and 
numbers  of  the  enemy,  coolly 
pointed  out  to  each  what  he  judged 
to  be  the  leaft  hazardous  mode  of 
extricating,  themfelves  from  their 
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perilous  pofition. 

The  Auftrians,  after  a  general 
difcharge,  ru died  on  to  fcale  the 
entrenchments  at  Rivoli,  of  which 
they  were  three  times  in  poffeflion, 
and  were  fncceffively  repulfed,  A 
fmall  battery  of  four  field  pieces 
had  been  brought,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  cannonade  the  right 
wing  of  the  Auftrians,  through 
which  Buonaparte,  it  feems,  had 
meditated  hrs  efeape;  but  which 
projected  flight  he  now  hoped  to 
turn  into  a  vidlory.  Two  brigades, 
in  three  columns,  under  the  gene¬ 
rals  Brune  and  Monnier,  were  or¬ 
dered  to  attack  this  wing,  and  dif- 
lodge  it  from  the  commanding  po¬ 
fition  which  it  kept  on  the  heights. 
This  defperate  fervice  the  foldiers 
effected,  advancing,  at  firft,  in  re¬ 
gular  order,  tinging  one  of  their 
war-hymns ;  but  they  no  fooner 
approached  within  gun-hurt  of  the 
enemy,  than  they  rufhed  on  them 
with  defperation.  The  Auftrians, 
overwhelmed  and  confounded  bv 
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the  violence  of  the  affailants,  fled, 
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panic-ftruck,  towards  the  lake  of 
Guarda,  and,  meeting  with  a  ftrag- 
gling  party  of  light-infantry,  who 
were  trying  to  join  the  furrounded 
French  army,  and  whom  they  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  more  confiderable 
body,  laid  down  their  arms,  to  the 
number  of  3000  men. 

The  French  army  was  now  dif- 
engaged  ;  but  night  put  an  end  to 
any  further  conflict.  Buonaparte, 
who  had  received  information  that 
a  very  violent  cannonade  had  taken 
place  on  the  Lower  Adige,  and 
hearing  nothing  from  general  Au- 
gereau,  who  commanded  in  that 
quarter,  concluded  that  the  com¬ 
munication  between  the  right  of  the 
main  army,  and  the  centre  at  Ve¬ 
rona,  was  cut  off.  Having  left 
orders  with  general  Joubert  in  what 
manner  he  fhould  attack  the  Auf- 
trians  on  the  following  day,  he  di¬ 
rected  the  march  of  part  of  the 
troops,  which  he  judged  could  be 
fpared,  towards  Verona  and  Caftel- 
novo. 

During  this  dreadful  and  bloody 
conteft  on  the  Upper  Adige,  a  co¬ 
lumn  of  ten  thoufand  men,  under 
general  Ptovera,  had  forced  their 
pillage  acrofs  this  river  (13th  of 
January)  at  Angiara,  under  the 
protection  of  a  formidable  train  of 
artillery,  and  had  compelled  gene¬ 
ral  Guieux,  who  guarded  the  paf- 
fage,  to  retire  to  Ronco.  Gene- 
ral  Augereau  had  united  all  his 
forces,  to  fall  on  this  column,  be¬ 
tween  Anguiari  and  Roverquiera  ; 
but,  as  the  grand  object  of  Provera 
was  to  throw  fuccours  into  Mantua, 
his  paflage  was  fo  rapid,  that  the 
rear  only  of  his  column  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  attack.  The  refill t  of 
this  combat  was  two  thoufand  pri¬ 
soners,  and  a  few  cannon  ;  but  the 
remainder  of  the  column  pufhed 
forward,  with  little  further  oppo- 
fition,  and  fummoned  general  ML 


ollis,  who  commanded  the  poft  of 
St.  George,  in  the  vicinity  of  Man¬ 
tua,  to  furrender. 

According  to  the  orders  of  Buo¬ 
naparte,  on  leaving  Rivoli,  gene¬ 
ral  Joubert  made  an  attack  the 
following  day  (January  15)  on  the 
centre  and  left  of  the  divificin  which 
remained  under  Alvinzi,  in  the 
polls  they  had  occupied  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day.  The  adlion  began  two 
hours  before  day-break.  The  cen¬ 
tre  divifion  of  the  French  attacked 
the  centre  of  the  Auflrians,  at  the 
pod  of  St.  Martin,  which  had  al¬ 
ready  been  difputed  with  fo  much 
waimtb  the  day  before,  and  from 
which  they  were  now  didodged  ;  but 
their  left  wing,  which  had  kept 
pofTeftion  of  St.  Marco,  and  of  the 
heights  riling  from  the  Adige,  re- 
pulfed  the  French  at  every  attack, 
and  held,  with  great  firmnefs,  the 
commanding  pofition  which  they 
had  taken.  In  the  mean  while,  ge¬ 
neral  Joubert,  who  doubted,  early 
in  the  day,  of  the  fuccefs  of  this  en- 
terprife,  had  difpatched  a  column 
to  turn  this  wing  of  the  Auflrians 
bv  Corona.  The  Auflrian  general, 
apprifed  of  his  movements,  fent 
another  column  to  prevent  this  ope¬ 
ration  ;  but  the  French  had  firft 
reached  their  deftination,  and  ac¬ 
compli  (lied  the  intention  of  the  ex-* 
pedition.  The  Auflrians,  feeing 
this  manoeuvre,  fell  into  diforder, 
and  were  on  the  point  of  retreating, 
when  they  were  furrounded.  Six 
thoufand  men  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  the  reft  of  the  divifion  fled  to¬ 
wards  the  Tyrol.  General  Pro. 
vera,  in  the  mean  while,  having 
penetrated  to  the  fuburbs  of  Man¬ 
tua,  finding  his  attack  on  the  fort 
of  St.  George  without  efFedt,  and 
hearing  no  news  from  general  Al¬ 
vinzi,  who  was  to  have  formed  his 
jundtion  with  him  at  this  point,  had 
now  no  alternative  but  that  of  join¬ 
ing 
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mg  his  forces  to  thofe  of  general 
Wurmfer,  in  a  fally  which  the 
latter  might  make  from  the  citadel, 
or  of  laying  down  his  arms. 

Tliis  attack  was  made  (Jan.  16) 
before  day-break,  on  the  lines  of 
the  blockade,  by  the  pod  of  St. 
Anthony,  with  the  whole  force  of 
the  garrifon,  and  with  great  impe- 
tuolity  :  the  objedt  of  which  was, 
the  pofleflion  of  the  poll  of  the  Fa- 
vorita,  which  would  have  opened 
the  wav  for  a  junction  with  Pro- 
veraj  but  Buonaparte,  who  fore- 
faw  this  movement,  had  rendered 
it  ufelefs,  by  reinforcing  the  gar- 
rifon  with  1500  men.  General 
Wurmfer,  failing  in  this  attempt, 
gained  pofTeflion  of  the  poll  of  St. 
Anthony  ;  but  the  French,  who  had 
been  driven  from  thence,  having 
been  fo  reinforced,  the  garrifon 
could  make  no  further  progrefs.  In 
the  mean  while,  Buonaparte  had 
difpatcheda  divifion,  under  general 
Vidor,  to  turn  the  A u Brian  co¬ 
lumn,  in  which  it  fucceeded,  after 
a  warm  conte ft.  The  general  who 
commanded  at  the  poll  of  St. 
George’s  made  a  fortie  at  the  fame 
moment ;  and  Provera,  part  of 
whofe  infantry  and  cavalry  had  al¬ 
ready  laid  down  their  arms,  who 
had  hitherto  conducted  himfelf  with 
diftinguifhed  military  add  refs  and 
bravery,  and  whofe  divifion  had 
feconded  with  no  lefs  courage  the 
efforts  of  their  general,  finding 
himfelf  completely  hemmed  in,  was 
obliged  to  furrender  himfelf,  with 
his  troops,  prifoners  of  war. 

This  high-fpirited  army  was  com- 
pofed  chiefly  of  thofe  volunteers  of 
Vienna,  already  mentioned,  on 
whofe  courage  the  greateft:  expec¬ 
tations  had  been  founded.  The 
relief  of  Mantua  had  kindled  the 
chivalrous  feelings  of  the  crufade 
in  thefe  young  men,  and  had  led 
them,  from  the  luxury  and  indo¬ 


lence  of  a  capital,  to  brave  the 
dangers  of  the  field,  and  the  fvvord 
of  an  experienced  enemy.  The 
emprefs  had  confecrated  this  ardour, 
bv  working,  w,th  her  own  hands, 
the  colours  which  were  to  lead 
them  to  vidtory.  This  Imperial 
prefect,  although  it  did  not  prove 
a  palladium  to  its  poflefibrs,  was 
not  deftined  to  grace  the  triumph 
of  the  conquerors.  The  gallant 
ftandard -bearer,  rather  than  fuffer 
it  to  be  taken,  tore  it  with  his  own. 
hands,  and  committed  the  frag¬ 
ments  to  the  flames,  when  he  found 
the  furrender  of  the  army  who 
fought  under  its  aufpices  was  be¬ 
come  inevitable. 

The  event  of  this  well-contefted 
battle,  which  lafted  four  days,  in 
a  fpace  of  fixty  miles,  was  a.  de¬ 
ceive  victory  gained  over  the  Aus¬ 
trians,  by  the  deftrudlion  of  this 
fifth  army  of  the  emperor,  during 
the  Italian  war.  The  fruits  of  this 
vidtory  were  23,000  prifoners, 
among  whom  were  three  generals,, 
fourteen  colonels,  twenty  pair  of 
colours,  and  fixty  pieces  of  can¬ 
non.  The  killed  and  wounded  on 
both  tides  were  very  numerous,  and 
probably  equal.  Genera!  Wurra- 
fer  remained  fhut  up  in'  Mantua, 
the  garrifon  of  which  was  left  to 
experience  all  the  horrors  of  fa¬ 
mine,  fince  the  convoy  which  at¬ 
tended  the  march  of  Provera  had 
alfo  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
French. 

While  the  armies  of  France 
were  thus  victorious,  the  interior, 
as  ufual,  continued  to  be  harafled 
by  contending  parties.  The  di¬ 
rectory,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
had  made  known,  bv  a  meftaoe  to 
the  councils,  the  prefling  diftrelfes 
of  the  country,  and  painted  the 
Bate  of  mifery  to  which  every  clafs 
employed  in  its  fervice  was  re¬ 
duced  :  the  defpair  of  the  creditors 
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of  the  Hate,  and  the  frightful  ra¬ 
vages  made  in  the  hofoitals  and  cha- 
ritable  afylums,  from  the  want  of 
medicines,  and  alfo  by  famine,  and 
the  difeafes  that  accumulated  in  its 
train.  The  directory  pointed  out 
the  remedy  for  thefe  diforders  in 
about  ninety  millions  of  livres, 
which  remained  of  national  do¬ 
mains  that  were  ordered  to  be  fold 
bv  a  decree  made  in  the  month  of 
March  preceding,  and  which,  be¬ 
ing  hitherto  unappropriated,  they 
imagined  might  be  forced  from  the 
council  by  the  energy  of  their  re¬ 
prefen  t*ations.  This  melancholy 
ftatement  was  not  altogether  un- 
founded,  but  the  colouring,  it  is 
faid,  was  highly*  overcharged.  The 
legiflature,  who  held  the  public 
purfe,  were  not  ignorant  how  un- 
wifely,  and  unworthily,  in  molt 
cafes,  the  funds  had  been  admi- 
niflered  which  had  hitherto  been 
granted.  The  compte  rendu  of  the 
adminiflration  had  been  the  fubjedt 
of  fevere  adnimadverfion  ;  and  it 
was  found  to  be  fo  far  the  inverfe 
of  the  obfervation  of  our  poet,  that 
u  the  trappings  of  the  republic 
might  have  fet  up  a  decent  mo¬ 
narchy.” 

The  afcendency  which  France 
had  gained  over  the  reft  of  Europe 
muft  certainly  be  attributed  rather 
to  the  force  of  her  arms  than'  the 
wifdom  of  her  councils:  yet  the 
great  flexibility  with  which  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  dav  could  turn  the 
finances  of  the  country  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  their  own  adminiflration, 
when  the  wealth  of  the  ftate,  to  ufe 
the  words  of  M.  Calonne,  was 
found  in  the  fhops  of  their  print¬ 
ers,  had  great! v  facilitated  the  efta- 
biithment  of  its  power.  In  revo¬ 
lutionary  government,  when  every 
thing  was  forced  to  bend  to  the  cry 
of  the  fafety  of  the  ftate,  the  legis¬ 
lature,  who  had  confided  the  lives 


and  fortunes  of  the  people  of  France 
to  the  fad  ion  who  feifed  on  the 
reins  of  government  during  the 
time  of  Robefpierre,  were  not  too 
fcrupulous  in  demanding  an  ac- 
c  unt  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  ;  fo,  during  the  laxity 
of  the  government  that  lucceeded, 
the  conftant  depreciation  of  the 
paper  was  fuch,  that  any  fpecific 
grant  would  not  only  have  been 
fallacious,  but  would  have  betrayed 
at -once  the  ruin  into  which  the 
finances  were  haftening,  and  given 
a  fort  of  legal  fanefion  to  their  im¬ 
mediate  decay.  During  thefe  years 
of  paper-currency  and  revolutio¬ 
nary  government,  no  taxes  had  been 
demanded  from  the  people  ;  and 
therefore,  as  the  fortune  of  the 
ftate  lay  in  property  in  which  they 
were  not  diredtiv  concerned,  little 
notice  was  taken  whether  the  pub¬ 
lic  funds  were  honeftly  or  corruptly 
adrniniftered ;  but,  when  the  con- 
ftitution  of  1791;  took  place  of  the 
revolutionary  fyftem,  and  paper- 
money,  in  all  its  varying  forms  of 
affignats,  referiptions,  bons,  and 
mandats,  was  no  longer  the  cur¬ 
rency  of  the  ftate,  the  people,  who 
had  returned,  to  the  ancient  habi¬ 
tude  of  gold  and  ftlver,  affixed 
other  ideas  to  the  value  of  money 
than  it  appeared  to  the  legiflature 
were,  formed  by  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  apprehenfions  of  the  coun¬ 
cils,  of  the  near  diflblution  of  the 
ftate,  were  not  in  union  with  thofe 
of  the  dirediorv  :  it  was  not  an  un- 
pleating  fpedtacle  alfo  to  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  its  members,  to  find  thofe, 
whofe  power  they  had  feared,  as 
much  as  they  had  defpifed  their 
means  of  acquiring  and  confirming 
it,  bounded,  at  length,  in  their 
operations,  and  recurring  to  the 
people  for  aid. 

Had  this  jealoufy  been  wifely 
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tempered,  great  advantages  would 
have  refulted  to  both  powers  of 
the  Rate  ;  and  the  expenditure 
of  what  fliould  have  been  granted 
liberally  would  have  been  in  fu¬ 
ture  more  carefully  administered  : 

j 

but  the  mixture  of  little  pafiions 
prevented  this  accommodation,  and 
the  directory  continued  to  charge 
the  councils  with  impeding  the 
operations  of  government  by  an 
ill-timed  parfimonv,  which  the 
councils  retorted,  byjuRlv  remark¬ 
ing  on  the  proftifion  and  rapacity 
of  the  adminiftration. 

NotvvithRanding  thefe  alterca- 
tions,  which  difcovered  themfelves 
lefs  in  the  councils  than  without 
the  walls,  where  the  difquifitions 
were  carried  on  more  freely,  a 
ferife  of  common  intereft  and  dan¬ 
ger  engaged  both  parties  tb  coalefce 
in  preserving  the  machine  of  go¬ 
vernment.  Already  two  jacobin 
confederacies,  in  the  laR  year, 
which  threatened  to  overwhelm  the 
Rate,  and  bury,  in  one  common 
ruin,  both  directory  and  councils, 
had  been  averted,  and  the  authors 
of  them  configned  to  piinifhment  : 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  was 
marked  by  a  confpiracy  of  another 
nature,  known  under  the  name 
of  the  royaliR  plot. 

The  confpiracies  of  the  jacobins 
were  of  all  plots  the  lead:  likely  to 
fucceed.  The  Sentiment  of  horror, 
which  the  jacobins  bad  in  Spired, 
was  fo  widely  and  minutely  aide- 
minated,  that,  had  they  Succeeded, 
their  attempts  would  have  been 
crowned  with  only  momentary  Suc- 
cefs.  Whatever  general  vigour  re¬ 
volutionary  government  might,  at 
certain  periods,  have  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  country,  every  indi¬ 
vidual  had  to  lament  partial  evil  in 
the  loSs  of  kindred  or  friends  ;  and 
the  feeling  of  vengeance  was  Smo¬ 
thered,  rather  than  Subdued,  from 
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a  regard  to  public  order,  But  a 
royaiift  plot  wore  no  Such  terrific 
afpedl ;  various  clafles  of  the  Pari- 
fians  were  prepared  to  hail  its  au¬ 
spices ;  and  numbers,  vvhofe  love 
of  liberty  had  not  withRood  the 
fiiock  of  revolutionary  tyranny, 
beheld  the  difcov.ery  of  this  con¬ 
spiracy  with  unconcern. 

It  was  in'the  favourable  recep¬ 
tion  with  which  thefe  confpirators 
were  regarded  by  one  party,  and 
the  unconcern  with  which  their 
machinations  were  treated  by  others, 
rather  than  in  any  effective  force, 
they  could  have  raifed  againR  the 
actual  government,  that  the  pollY 
bility  of  any  danger  exified. 

The  directory,  it  is  Said,  had 
long  known,  that  coramifiaries  from 
Louis  XVII 1.  refided  in  Paris. 
Thefe  agents  held  a  continued  and 
active  correspondence,  throughput 
the  whole  republic,  with  the  nume¬ 
rous  partisans  of  the  old  regimen, 
with  whom  they  concerted  plans, 
and  combined  operations,  for  the 
deRruCtion  of  the  new  fyftem,  and 
the  re-eflablifhment  of  the  ancient 
defpotifm.  The  add  refs  with  which 
thefe  regal  commiffaries  concealed 
their  operations,  prevented,  for  a 
long  time,  the  government  from 

O  '  _  o 

discovering  their  perfons.  Various 
infulated  proofs  were  laid  before 
the  directory,  both  from  the  de¬ 
partments  and  in  Paris ;  but  the 
clue,  which  guided  them  to  the  in¬ 
ferior  agents,  always  broke  in  their 
hands  before  it  reached  the  chiefs.. 

It  was  -not,  however,  poilibie, 
that  this  my  fiery  could  long  con¬ 
tinue  unravelled  ;  for  the  obfeure 
and  partial  means,  of  which  they 
made  ufe,  fuch  as  Secret  engage- 
ments  and  enliRments,  could  n ever 
Serve  any  effective  purpofes  towards 
the  fuccefs  of  the  cauie  for  which 
thefe  commifiaries  were  deputed. 
The  conjecture  was  not  ill-founded: 
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the  feeming  laxity  of  purfuit  in 
the  government  encouraged  thcfe 
agents  to  pulb  on  their  operations 
with  more  boldnefs ;  and  having, 
they  imagined,  ripened  thtir  plan 
for  execution,  they  addrelfed  thern- 
felves  to  Malo,  who  commanded  a 
regiment  of  dragoons  quartered  in 
Paris,  and  who  had  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  at  the  time  when  the  ja¬ 
cobins  made  their  attack  on  the 
camp  of  Grenelle  ;  and  alfo  to 
general  Ramel,  who  commanded 
the  guard  of  the  two  councils.  The 
proportions  made  by  thefe  com- 
miffaries,  at  different  interviews, 
were  communicated  regularly  to 
the  directory  by  thefe  officers.  The 
project  was,  to  place  Louis  on  the 
throne;  and,  in  order  to  put  it  into 
execution,  it  was  necelfary  to  be 
allured  of  the  military  in  Paris  ;  to 
which  end  an  immediate  advance 
of  pay  was  propofed,  and  accepted 
by  the  officers  who  commanded 
them  ;  and  who  had  eventually  in- 
fpired  fuch  confidence,  that  the 
commiffaries  laid  before  them,  it  is 
afferted,  the  full  powers  for  nego¬ 
tiation,  with  which  they  were  en- 
trufted,  and  alfo  a  long  plan  of  their 
projected  operations. 

The  plan  appeared,  in  feveral  in- 
ftances,  to  have  been  a  literal  co¬ 
py  of  the  jacobin  plot  formed  in 
the  beginning  of  the  la  ft  year,  un- 
'der  the  direction  ofBaheuf;  fuch  as 
fei fin^  on  the  barriers  of  the  citv, 
the  invalids,  the  military  fchool,  the 
magazines,  the  telegraph,  theThuil- 
leries,  the  Luxembourg,  andthe  mi- 
nifter’s  hotels;  fecuring  the  courfe 
of  the  river  above  and  below  Paris  ; 
taking  poffeffion  of  the  powder- 
mills  around  the  city  ;  intercepting 
the  bridges ;  and  eftablifihing  batte¬ 
ries  on  Mount-martre  to  command 
the  town.  The  court,  or  refidence 
of  the  king’s  reprefentative,  was  to 
be  eftabliihed  at  the  temple.  The 


plan  of  Babeuf  was  a  general  exter¬ 
mination  of  the  members  of  go¬ 
vernment,  with  very  few  exceptions. 
The  royalift  commiffaries  propofed 
the  profeription  of  the  directory,  in 
cafe  only  that  they  did  not  avail 
themfelves  of  the  amnefty  that 
fbould  be  offered  them;  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  two  councils  were  only 
to  be  confined  in  their  refpe<ftive 
houfes;  the  municipalities  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  jacobin  party  to  be 
fecured ;  the  old  government  of 
Paris,  by  prevots,  to  be  re-eftablifti- 
ed  ;  the  jacobin  journals  to  be 
burnt  (by  which  name  were  diftin¬ 
guiftied  the  Sentinelle,  the  Redac- 
teur),  and  the  authors  arrefted  ;  all 
were  to  be  fet  at  liberty  who  were 
imprifoned,  except  for  crimes ;  an 
amnefty  to  be  proclaimed  in  the 
king’s  name;  peace  to  be  an¬ 
nounced  as  near  at  hand ;  the  judges 
to  continue  their  fun&ions;  a  pro¬ 
clamation  to  be  made  to  the  armies  ; 
a  guard  placed  over  the  foreign 
embaftadors  till  the  return  of  the 
couriers,  which  fbould  be  difpatch- 
ed  to  their  refpedtive  courts ;  the 
condu6tors  to  be  ordered  to  conti¬ 
nue  their  fupplies ;  the  ftreets  to  be 
filed  with  patroles,.  furnifhed  with 
hand-grenades,  as  the  beft  inftru- 
ments  for  difperfing  mobs;  procla¬ 
mations  to  be  fent  into  the  pro¬ 
vinces;  various  perfons,  fuch  as 
Vauvillers,  Simeon,  de  Fleurien, 
Bar  bi-Mar  bois,  and  Tallien,  to  be 
named  to  offices;  others  to  continue 
in  place,  fuch  as  B-enezech  and  Co¬ 
chon  ;  and  du  Bar  to  be  charged 
with  the  general  military  fuperin- 
tendence  of  Paris, 

The  commiffaries  were  arrefted 
at  the  military  fchool  at  the  iifue  of 
a  conference  with  Malo,  who  had 
ftationed  guards  for  that  purpofe. 
Their  plans  and  papers  were  like- 
wife  feifed,  and  themfelves  fent 
prifoners  to  the  temple.  The  im¬ 
mediate 
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mediate  agents  were  Duverne  de  vernment,  when  they,  alfo,  were  to 
Prefles,  an  officer  in  the  old  fervice,  be  fet  afide,  and  facrificed  for  their 
but  who  now  affiumed  the  name  of  republican  crimes. 

Dunan,  a  grocer,  and  the  abbe  Bro-  The  principal  agents  in  this 
thier;  thefe  men  were  furnifhed  confpiracy,  and  thofe  to  whom 
with  fpecial  powers,  and  had  chofen  it  appeared,  by  the  papers  in  their 
Lavilieurnoy  and  Poly  as  affiftants.  poffeffion,  that  fubordinate  parts  had 


Many  perfons,  who  were  mention¬ 
ed  in  their  papers,  were  alfo  ar¬ 
retted. 

What  is  mod:  Angular  in  this 
confpiracy,  was  the.  inadequacy  of 
the  means  to  the  end.  It  was  fcarce- 
lv  poffible  to  fuppofe  at  firft  view 
that  any  one  would  have  hazarded 
fuch  an  enterprife  without  greater 
probability  of  fuccefs;  neverthelefs, 
from  the  open  declarations  which 
thefe  perfons  made  in  their  exami¬ 
nation,  of  their  being  the  agents  of 
Lewis  the  XVIIL,  and  that  their 
defign  was  to  fubvert  the  govern¬ 
ment,  or  take  advantage  in  favour 
of  royalty  of  any  commotion  that 
ihould  take  place,  no  doubt  was  en¬ 
tertained  of  their  intentions.  It  ap¬ 
pears  from  their  confidential  com¬ 
munications  with  Malo,  previous  to 
their  afreft,  that  they  had  in  pay  a 
number  of  the  officers  who  had  been 
difmified  the  fervice,  and  deferters 
from  the  armies;  that  they  had  alfo 
placed  confidence  in  that  clafs  of 
jacobins  who  went  by  the  name  of 
exclufive  patriots,  and  that  they 
fixed  their  greatelt  hopes  on  the  di- 
vifions  in  the  councils#  Thefe 
were,  however,  very  difproportion- 
ate  means,  fince  the  perfons  whom 
they  named  to  diftinguilhed  places 
under  their  new  government,  fuch 
as  Simeon,  Cochon,  Tallieii,  and 
others,  heard  firft  of  fuch  nomina¬ 
tion  when  the  papers  were  read  at 
the  councils,  and  very  eafily  excul¬ 
pated  themfelves  from  any  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  honours  which  had 
been  referved  for  them,  and  which, 
it  appears,  they  were  only  to  wear 
till  the  eftabliffiment  of  the  new  go- 


been  allotted,  were  lent  by  an  arrete 
of  the  diredtory,  before  a  military 
commiffion.  Repeated  and  nume¬ 
rous  reclamations  were  made  by  the  ✓ 

counfel,  and  friends  of  the  prifon- 
ers,  againfi  this  proceeding,  which 
they  declared  to  be  an  adt  of  tyran¬ 
ny,  incompatible  not  only  with  the 
principles  of  a  free  confutation, 
but  in  direct  oppojition  to  the  laws. 

The  minifter  of  juftice  defended 
the  decree  of  the  diredtory  by  citing 
a  law,  which  maintained  the  com¬ 
petency  of  a  military  tribunal  to 
judge  thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of 
the  crime  of  embauchage ,  or  enlift- 
iri£  foldiers  for  the  euemv,  which 
he  laid  was  certainly  part  of  the 
crime  of  the  prifoners  and  their  a- 
gents.  The  counfel  for  the  pri¬ 
foners  appealed  to  the  tribunal  de 
cajfation ,  or  tribunal  of  reverfion, 
who  ordered  all  the  papers  relative 
to  this  affair  to  be  laid  before  them* 
which  order  the  diredlory  oppofed, 
by  decreeing  that  this  tribunal  was 
incompetent  to  judge  of  the  affair. 

The  appeal  to  the  legifiative  body, 
to  whom  petitions  were  addreffed 
by  the  prifoners’  counfel,  for  their 
interpolation  between  the  tribunal 
and  the  directory,  was  rejedted,  aird 
the  prifoners  were  left  to  the  deci- 
fion  of  the  court-martial,  to  which 
they  had  been  fent  by  the  executive 
power. 

After  a  very  long  trial,  the  court 
(8th  April)  unanimoufly  declared 
Dunan  (or  Duverne  de  Prefies), 
Brothier,  Devilleurnoy,  and  Poly, 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  enlifting  men 
for  the  enemy,  and,  confequently, 
liable  to  the  fen  ten  ce  of  death ;  but 
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in  confideration  of  the  extenuating- 
circumitances  which  attended  their 
crime,  the  court,  affeded  by  the 
franknefs  with  which  they  had 
made  their  feveral  conieffions,  by 
virtue  of  a  law  which  permitted 
court-martials  to  commute  punifti- 
ments,  condemned  Duverne  de 
Prefles  and  Brothier  to  ten  years  im- 
prifonment;  Poly  and  Lavilleurnoy, 
their  accomplices,  the  fir  ft  to  five, 
the  laft  to  one  year  ;  and  acquitted 
ail  the  reft.  This  unexpected  ex- 
crcife  of  lenity  excited  conliderable 
iurprife  among  all  parties.  The 
royalifts,  who  had  joined  them- 
felves  with  the  extreme  obfervers 
of  the  conftitution  to  exclaim  a- 
gainft  the  tyranny  of  withdrawing 
perfons  accufed  from  their  legal 
judges,  and  fubjeding  them  to  the 
decifion  o£a  court-martial  fuppofed 
to  be  necefTarily  under  the  influence 
of  government,  drew  favourable 
omens  from  this  fentence  of  impu¬ 
nity  to  the  fpeedy  eftablifhment  of 
their  fvftem;  while  thofe  who  faw 
in  the  fubverfton  of  liberty  a  crime 
which  no  puniftiment  could  expi¬ 
ate,  murmured  at  the  court-martial 
for  having  betrayed  its  truft.  The 
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different  parties  fbon  found  new 
fubjed  of  {peculation,  fince  the 
fame  dav  on  which  the  court-mar¬ 
tial  pronounced  fentence,  an  arrete 
was  made  by  the  diredory,  ordering 
that  the  prifoners  fhould  be  again 
indided  before  the  common  tribu¬ 
nals,  on  the  ground  that  the  court- 
martial  not  having  been  able  to 
take  cogniftmce  of  any  other  crime 
than  that  of  eniifting  foldiers  for 
the  enemy  ;  and  the  prifoners  hav¬ 
ing  been  notorioufty  guilty  of  con- 
{piracy  in  other  ways  againft  the 
republic,  they  fhould-  undergo  that 
examination  for  thefe  fads  before 
the  civil  tribunals,  to  which  the 
other  was  not  competent.  If  the 
public  indignation  had  been  excited 


when  hr  ft  thefe  prifoners  (contrary, 
as  it  was  rightly  aliened,  to  the 
conftitution)  were  fent  before  a 
court-martial,  the  condud  of  the 
diredory  in  purfuing  to  death  thofe 
whole  lives  the  fevereft  of  all  tribu¬ 
nals  had  fpared,  was  regarded  as  an 
ad  of  co.nf um mate  tyrranny,  and  a 
violation  of  every  principle  of  law 
and  juftice.  The  diredory,  how¬ 
ever,  it  afterwards  appeared,  had  no 
fuch  intentions.  On  the  contra¬ 
ry  (if  the  plot  itfelf  was  not 
wholly  a  fidion),  they  determined, 
at  leaft,  to  turn  it  to  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  their  adverfaries  in  the 
councils. 

“  It  was  evident,”  fay  the  ad¬ 
vocates  for  the  diredory,  “•  that 
thefe  men  would  not  have  fo  in- 
confideratelv  rifked  their  lives,  if 
they  had  not  been  influenced  by 
iome  greater  aflurance  of  fuccefs 
than  what  appeared  from  the  firft 
examinations;  it  was  clear  that 
lomething  yet  remained  undif- 
covered;  that  the  foundation,  on 
which  for  fifteen  months  pall  they 
had  built  their  hopes,  was  more 
folid  than  the  capricious  anger  of 
jacobins,  the  precarious  attachment 
of  difmiffed  officers,  and  deferters, 
or  the  inefficacious,  and  fcattered 
fupport  of  the  provincial  royalifts. 
It  was  of  lefts  importance  that  thefe 
men  fhould  undergo  the  punifli- 
ment  allotted  for  their  treafon,  than 
that  the  means  by  which  they 
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hoped  to  effed  a  counter  revolu¬ 
tion  fhould  be  difeovered.  Their 
lives  were  forfeited  beyond  the 
poifibility  of  pardon,  except  they 
would  redeem  them  by  the  inge- 
nuoufnefs  and  freedom  of  their 
conieffions.  It  appears  that  all 
of  them  had  not  the  courage,  or 
conilancy  of  martyrs ;  for  the 
chief  of  the  coiifpiracv  faved  his 
own  life,  and  confequenrly  thofe 
of  his  affiociafes,  by  the  confetfion 
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which  is  configned  in  the  fecret 
regifters  of  the  diredfory.” 

By  this  confeffion  (if  any  credit 
is  to  be  given  to  it),  it  was  in  the 
Iegiflafive  body  that  thefe  royal 
commifTaries  boafted  of  having 
found  the  greateft  facility  for  their 
operations.  “  In  the  month  of 
June,  laft  year,”  fays  Du verne  d,es 
Prefles,  4<  propofitions  were  made 
to  us  in  the  name  of  a  party  which 
Rated  itfelf  to  be  very  powerful ; 
and  which  propofitions  we  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  king.  This  party 
offered  to  ferve  us,  on  condition 
that  there  fhould  be  no  other 
change  in  the  prefent  conftitution 
than  the  concentration  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power  in  the  royal  perfon. 
The  king  accepted  the  fervice,  but 
deliberated  with  refpedt  to  the  con¬ 
ditions.  He  requeued  that  feme 
authori fed  agent  fhould  be  feut  to 
him  :  this  requeft  he  has  confla fit¬ 
ly  repeated  ;  but  the  party,  being 
much  more  weak  than  it  declared 
itfeif  at  firft  to  be,  relaxed  in  its 
pretentions,  without  entirely  giving 
them  up.  On  our  fide,  hoping  to 
reftore  the  throne  by  the  means  of 
the  two  councils,  we  thought  it 
right  to  leave  them  at  liberty  to 
make  their  conditions  with  the 
king;  and  therefore  did  not  inf  ft 
on  their  fending  an  agent.  About 
two  months  fince,  forne  one  was 
fent,  who,  I  believe,  carried  a  lift 
to  the  king  of  the  members  who 
were  for  monarchy,  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four.  I 
am  not  certain  as  to  the  fadf.  The 
evening  before  our  arrefi,  or  the 
preceding  evening,  a  perfon  came 
to  propoie  giving  the  king  a  lift  of 
ft xty  other  members.” 

In  this  confeff  on,  it  was  further 
declared,  that  they  had  been  in  a 
certain  decree  fuccefsful  in  bring- 
mg  over  part  of  the  foldiery  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  feveral  military  fer¬ 
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vices  at  Paris;  that  they  had  many 
of  their  agents  in  various  offices; 
and  that  the  greater  number  of  the 
municipal  authorities  of  Paris  were 
on  their  fide.  That  the  writers  of 
the  newspapers  were  in  their  pay  ; 
that  they  judged  of  the  fuecefs  of 
the  royalift  papers  from  the  infor¬ 
mation  which  they  themfelves  pro¬ 
cured  from  corrupted  agents  of  the 
police;  and  that  with  the  money 
which  they  fhould  have  received, 
in  addition  to  the  films  they  had 
already  procured,  they  fhould  have 
given  a  great  latitude  to  their  mea- 
fures.  Jt  was  admitted  by  this 
confeffion,  that  they  were  them¬ 
felves  unacquainted  with  the  mem¬ 
bers  iii  the  legifiative  body  who 
compofed  their  party;  of  whom 
only  two,  Lemerer  and  Merfan 
were  the  vifible  agents;  but  they 
reckoned  the  g  eater  part  of  the 
members  of  the  club  at  Clichy  to 
be  their  firm  adherents.  ' 

It  appears,  it  is  further  faid, 
that  Louis  hi  nfelf  alluded  to  a 
communication  fimilar  to  this  con¬ 
feffion,  in  a  letter  dated  Blanken- 
bonrg,  24th  of  November,  1796, 
wherein  he  obferves,  that  he  learnt, 
with  great  fatisfadtion,  the  progrefs 
which  his  agents  at  Paris  had  made 
in  rallying  to  his  ftandard  the  two 
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councils  and  the.  exifting  admini- 

o 

ftrations.  In  the  letter,  he  pointed 

out  the  means  of  increafing  the 
•  £> 

influence  of  this  party,  fo  favour¬ 
able  to  his  interefts,  which  were 
to  remove  the  regicides  from 

o 

their  places,  to  fee ure  the  returns 
at  the  new  eledtions,  and  brinv 
over  the  party  in  the  council, 
called  the  Centre ,  or  independent 
members  who  vote  according  to 
their  views  of  the  queftion  before 
them.  Louis  refers  them  for  ad¬ 
ditional  inftrudlion  to  the  duke  of 
Harcourt  in  London  ;  and  prays 
them  to  give  him  fome  further  in- 
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formation  of  their  connexions  with 
one  of  the  two  armies;  and  the  af- 
fociation  (by  which  was  under- 
ftood  the  club  of  Clichy)  preffing 
alfo  the  fending  the  deputy  who 
was  to  reprefent  the  royalift  party 
in  the  two  councils  near  his  perfon. 

By  this  confeffion,  made  on  the 
ift  of  March,  it  appears  that  Du- 
verne  des  Prefles  faved  his  own  life 
and  that  of  his  confederates.  From 
the  circ  urn  fiances  under  which  it 
was  made  great  doubts  mu  ft  be 
entertained  of  its  truth.  Sqppofing 
it  genuine,  ftiil,  fo  far  as  the  fails 
Rated  in  it  remain  uncorroborated 
by  other  teftimony/it  is  but  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  an  individual,  deeply  in¬ 
terallied  to  make  or  feign  difeo- 
veries  which  he  knew;  would  be 
grateful  to  thofe  who  held  his  life 
in  their  hands.  It  muft  be  re- 
mem.bered  that  the  names  only  of 
two  members  of  the  council  are 
mentioned  ;  that  the  letter  of 
Louis  is  no  further  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  this  confeffion,  than 
that  fuch  communication  had  been 
made  by  his  agents,  which,  though 
given  in  a  feafon  of  calmnefs  and 
refledlion,  might  have  been  an  exa^- 
gerated  boaft  of  their  own  fervices, 
and  the  power  of  their  party,  which, 
in  cafes  where  no  accurate  exami¬ 
nation  can  take  place,  there  is  often 
great  temptation  to  make.  Con- 
fiderable  doubts  have  arifen  with 
refpedf  to  the  real  character  of 
thefe  agents,  who  (although  they 
were  in  pofteffion  of  numerous 
brevets,  and  commiffions  figned  by 
Louis  XVIII.,  and  alfo  letters 
bearing  his  fignature),  were,  it  is 
alfertcd,  neither  known  nor  em¬ 
ployed  by  him.  It  is  indeed  faid 
by  the  royalift  party,  who,  at  beft, 
muft  have  regarded  Duverne  des 
Prefles  as  a  traitor  to  the  caufe, 
that  the  brevets  employed  by  thefe 
eonfpiratpr?  were  found  in  the 


houfe  of  Charette  after  bis  execu¬ 
tion,  and  fell  into  their  hands; 
and  that  the  aftumption  of  the 
name  of  the  king’s  agents  was  only 
an  impoftion  which  they  hoped 
fuccefs  would  juftifv.  As  the 
premature  publication  of  this  de¬ 
claration  would  have  been,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  directory,  hof- 
tile  to  their  iriterefts,  and  as  no 
plaufible  reafon  could  be  given 
for  a  pardon,  it  was  decided  that 
the  trial  before  the  military  com- 
million  fhould  take  place,  the 
event  of  which  was  predeter¬ 
mined  ;  fo  that  this  celebrated 
caufe,  which  had  provoked  fo  much 
difeuffion,  awakened  fo  much  in¬ 
dignation,  which  had  been  inter¬ 
cepted  in  its  progrefs  by  the  inter-' 
pofition  of  other  courts,  carried 
before  the  leg’flature,  and  after- 
wards  debated,  fdr  fo  long  a  time, 
with  all  the  eloquence  of  the  moft 
celebrated  counfel  of  Paris,  was 
probably  little  more  than  a  farce, 
which  ftate  policy  caufed  to  be 
aRed,  in  order  to  conceal  and  ac- 
complifh  in  due  time  its  real  de- 
figns.  The  directory  acted  no  lefs 
politically,  after  guiding  the  ma¬ 
chinery  of  this  comedy  to  its  de¬ 
nouement  before  the  court-mar¬ 
tial,  in  ordering  the  conspirators  to 
be  carried  before  another  tribunal. 
This  was  a  compliment  paid  to 
thofe  who,  not  being  in  the  fecrer, 
were  juftly  diftatistied  with  the 
judgment  of  the  court-martial,  and 
alfo  the  difplav  of  a  feverity  ne- 
ceftary  to  reftrain  other  confpira- 
torswho  would  have  been  tempted, 
in  hopes  of  fimilar  lenity,  to  have 
undertaken  a  fimilar  enterprife. 
The  re-commitment  of  the  pri¬ 
soners,  or  rather  their  continuance 
under  the  fentence  of  the  court- 
martial,  was  all  the  inconvenience 
the  directory  intended  they  fhould 
experience. 
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After  the  defeat  of  the  Andrians 
■before  Mantua  and  Rivoli,  the 
French  army  purfued  the  fugitives. 
General  Augereau,  who  had  com¬ 
manded  the  right  wing  of  the  line 
-at  the  lad  attack,  direffed  his 
courfe  through  Padua,  acrofs  the 
Brenta,  and  marched  unoppofed 
till  he  came  to  Citadella,  from 
whence  he  forced,  after  fome  fmart 
fkirmifhes,  the  Andrians  to  retire, 
and  continued  his.  route  to  Tre- 
vifo. 

The  centre,  under  general  Mad¬ 
lena,  paffed  on  from  Vicenza  to 
Baffano,  which  the  Andrians  eva¬ 
cuated  at  his  approach,  and  re¬ 
treated  to  Carpenedolo,  where  a 
ferious  engagement  took  place,  in 
which  the  French  were  again  vic¬ 
torious,  and  took  nine  hundred 
prisoners ;  the  remainder  fled  to 
Feltre ;  and,  on  the  approach  of 
the  French,  retreated  acrofs  the 
Prado.  General  Joubert,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  left  of  the  French  line, 
continued  to  purfue  the  divifion  of 
Andrians  whom  he  had  defeated 
under  Alvinzi;  and  overtaking 
them  at  Avio,  carried  their  en¬ 
trenchments,  and  took  alio  400 
prifoners.  The  Audrians  retreated 
to  Mori  and  Torbole,  being  de¬ 
fended  on  their  right  by  the  lake 
of  Guarda,  and  on  their  left  by  the 
Adige  :  but  a  detachment  of  the 
French  having  embarked  lower 
down  the  lake,  and  landed  at  Tor- 
bole,  and  another  having  taken  a 
circuitous  and  difficult  route  amidd 
the  mountains,  in  order  to  take 
the  Audrians  on  each  Hank,  a 
body  of  450  men,  with  their  offi¬ 
cers,  were  compelled  to  lay  down 
their  arms.  This  dividon  of  the 
French  army  continued  their  march 
through  Roveredo  towards  Trent, 
of  which  they  took  pofleffion,  find¬ 
ing  in  the  holpitals  two  thoufand 
£ck,  which  the  Audrians,  in  re- 
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treating,  recommended  to  their 
care. 

The  garrifon  of  Mantua,  having 
lod  every  hope  of  fuccour,  was 
compelled  at  lad  to  furrender 
(Feb.  1.).  This  almod  impreg¬ 
nable  fortrefs,  before  which  five 
Audrian  armies,  in  attempting  its 
relief,  had  been  defeated  and  di- 
fperfed,  and  upon  which  the  force 
of  the  armies  of  France  had  made 
but  a  feeble  impreffion,  wras  fub- 
dued  at  length  by  the  enemy  with¬ 
in  the  walls,  difeafe  and  famine. 
The  French  troops  took  poffeflion 
of  the  citadel  the  following  day. 
By  the  capitulation,  the  garrifon 
were  made  prifoners  of  war;  ex¬ 
cept  general  Wurmfer,  and  his 
fuite,  200  cavalry,  500  men  of  the 
general’s  choice,  his  dalf,  and 
whomfoever  he  ffiould  choofe  to 
comprife  in  that  number.  This 
unufual  grant  is  faid  to  have  been 
an  a£i  of  honour  in  the  one  party, 
and  of  humanity  in  the  other;  the 
500  who  were  to  pafs  unexamined 
being  emigrants,  an  d  by  the  laws 
of  war,  when  taken,  to  be  punifhed 
with  death.  The  red  of  the  capi¬ 
tulation  was  made  in  the  fame 
liberal  fpirit,  and  every  alleviation 
was  offered  by  Buonaparte  to  foften 
the  misfortunes  of  his  refpetdable 
gued,  to  whom,  as  the  French 
general  obferved  in  his  official 
communication,  fortune  had  been 
in  this  campaign  Angularly  cruel  ; 
but  who,  from  his  courage  and 
condancv,  which  hidorv  would 
not  fail  to  notice*,  merited  a  better 
fate. 

The  redufiion  of  Mantua  left 
the  divi  lions,  by  which  it  was  be- 
fieged,  at  liberty  for  the  expedition 
which  had  for  a  long  time  amufed 
the  imaginations  of  the  French,  the 
erefting  the  national  flag  on  the 
capital  of  Rome.  The  hodile  pre¬ 
parations  of  the  papal  fee  again  A 
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the  French  had  long  been  known, 
notwithstanding  thearmiftice  which 
had  been  concluded.  The  condi¬ 
tions  of  that  armiftice  had  not  been 
fulfilled  on  the  fide  of  his  holinefs, 
in  expedition  that  the  fucceffive 
armies  of  Auftrians,  which  had 
marched  again  ft  the  French,  could 
not  have  failed  to  have  delivered 
both  him  and  Italy.  An  inter¬ 
cepted  letter  written  by  cardinal 
Bufca,  the  pope’s  minifter,  to  count 
Albani,  the  embaftador  at  Vienna, 
threw  further  light  on  his  holi- 
nefs’s  intentions.  By  this  letter, 
dated  Rome,  7th  January,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  both  the  emperor  and 
emprefs  had  promifed  the  papal 
embaftador  afli fiance  ;  that  M. Thu- 
gut,  the  Imperial  minifter,  no  longer 
able  to  hang  back,  had  changed  his 
opinion  (probably  of  the  inefficiency 
of  fuch  an  ally)  ,  and  had  fent 
general  Golli  to  command  the  papal 
forces,  on  whofe  aid  he  relied. 
The  cardinal  informed  the  count, 
that,  in  confideration  of  this  al¬ 
liance  he  Hi  on  Id  continue  to  tem- 
porife  wjth  the  French  with  relpedt 
to  the  conditions  of  peace  which 
they  had  made,  and  of  their  defire 
and  -  fincerity  "to  obtain  peace  he 
was  fully  convinced  ;  but  although 
every  engine  had  been  put  in  mo¬ 
tion  to  force  him  to  conclude,  he 
was  refolved  to  hold  out,  fince  he 
had  opened  a  negotiation  with 
Vienna. 

The  evidences  which  the  cardi¬ 
nal  furnifhed  of  the  pacific  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  French  were  contained 
in  the  extraft  of  a  letter  from  the 
nuncio  at  the  court  of  Florence  to 
himfelf.  The  nuncio  informs  him, 
that,  in  the  various  conferences 
which  he  had  with  count  Manfre- 
aino,  this  minifter  aftured  him 
that  Buonaparte,  far  from  co-operat¬ 
ing  in  the  definition  of  the  papal 
fecj  was  lo  defirous  of  prefer  ving 


it,  that  he  allowed  that  fome  of 
the  articles  propofea  by  the  French 
commiffion.  thole  for  inftance  re- 
fpedting  religion,  were  inadmiffibie 
on  the  part  of  his  holinefs 5  and  he 
was  not  even  averfe  to  leave  the 
queftion  relative  to  the  invaded  le¬ 
gations  to  be  decided  at  the  general 
peace ;  and  that  Buonaparte  had 
exprefted  himfelf  defirous  of  mak¬ 
ing  peace  with  Rome  on  the  con¬ 
ditions  exprefted  in  the  armiftice., 
and  would  even  make  them  more 
favourable  to  the  holy  fee.  The 
anfwer  of  the  cardinal  to  the  nun¬ 
cio,  contained  in  the  intercepted 
packet,  breathed  nothing  but  war 
and  defiance.  The  conditions  even 
of  the  armiftice  would  have  pru- 
chafed,  in  his  opinion,  a  peace  too 
dear ;  but  if  Buonaparte  would 
firfi  modify  thofe  conditions,  and 
agree  exprefsly  to  reftore  Bologna 
and  Ferrara,  his  holinefs  might 
then  have  fome  reafon  to  believe  a 
treaty  of  peace  poffible  ;  but.  that  at 
prelent  there,  was  nothing  that  led 
him  to  flatter  himfelf  that  peace 
was  fo  near  a  conclufion. 

The  peace  was,  however,  nearer 
than  either  the  pope  or  the  cardinal 
had  flattered  themfeives.  They 
had  been  deceived  in  all  their  cal¬ 
culations.  The  march  of  Alvinzi’s 
army,  to  which  they  probably 
added  that  of  their  own,  had  raifed 
fallacious  hopes,  and  infpired  a 
momentary  courage,  built  on  the 
projected  alliance  of  the  holy  fee 
with  the  emperor,  and  the  expedled 
victories  of  the  Imperial  arm.  Buo¬ 
naparte,  before  entering  the  papal 
territory,  published  a  manifefto 
(ift  February),  declaring  that  the 
pope  had  formally  refufed  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  armiftice,  had  by  his 
briefs  incited  the  people  to  a  cru- 
fade,  and  had  marched  his  troops 
within  ten  miles  of  Bologna  j  that 


he  had  begun  hoftile  negotiations 
with  the  court  of  Vienna  ;  had 
confided  the  command  of  his 
troops  to  Auftrian  officers  fent 
from  the  court  of  Vienna;  and 
had  refufed  to  Men  to  the  over¬ 
tures  of  peace  made  by  the  mini- 
fler  of  the  French  republic;  that 
tne  treaty  of  armiftice  had  been 
violated  by  the  court  of  Rome  ;  in 
confequence  of  'which,  he  declar¬ 
ed  that  the  arm i flic e  concluded  the 
20th  of  June,  between  the  court  of 
Rome  and  the  French  republic, 
was  broken, 

i  his  manifefto  was  accompanied 
b\  a  proclamation,.  Rating,  “  that 
as  the  French  army  was  about  to. 
enter  on  the  territories  of  the  pope, 
they  would  be  faithful  to  the 
maxims  which  they  always  pro- 
feffed,  and  would  protect  both  re¬ 
ligion  and  its  adherents  ;  that  the 
French  foldier,  carrying  his  bayo¬ 
net  in  one  hand,  would  offer  peace, 
protection,  and  fafety  with  the 
other;'  warning  thofe  whofe  perfi¬ 
dious  or  hypocritical  fentiments 
Ihould  lead  them  to  aCls  of  hofti- 
lity,  that  they  had  to  brave  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  an  army  which  in  fix 
months  had  made  100,000  prifoners 
of  the  emperor’s  belt  troops,  taken 
400  pieces  of  cannon,  no  Rand  of 
colours,  and  deRroyed  five  armies.” 

The  proclamation  Rated  in  three 
articles,  a  that  every  town  or  vil- 
lage,  which,  at  the  approach  of  the 
French  army,  fhould  ring  the  alarm- 
bell,  fhould  be  burnt,  and  the  magif- 
t rates  fhot ;  that  the  commune,  in 
which  a  Frenchman  fhould  be  af- 
faffinated,  fhould  be  declared  in  a 
Rate  of  ho.ftility,  and  fhould  pay  an 
extraordinary  contribution ;  and 
that  ecdefiaftics  of  every  defcrip- 
tion,  who  fhould  conduCl  them- 
felves  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  gofpel,  fliould  be  protected 
gad  prefer  y  eft  in  their  functions, 


but  that  thofe  who  firft  tranfgreffed 
them  fliould  be  punifhed  in  a  mi¬ 
litary  manner,  and  more  feverely 
than  other  citizens.” 

Even  fu,ppofing  that  the  perfidy 
of  the  papal  court  had  ju Rifled 
Buonaparte’s  manifefto,  '  and  the 
march  of  his  troops  into  the  pope’s 
territories,  it  will  naturally  excite 
fnrprife,  that  a  general  who  had 
always  profeffed  liberal  fentiments 
fliould  have  iffued  a  proclamation 
which  breathed  nearly  the  fame  fpi- 
rit  that  Europe  had  beheld  with  fo 
much  indignation  in  the  celebrated 
manifefto  of  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick,  on  his  entrance,  in  1792,  into 
Champagne.  If  any  duty  be  im- 
pofed  on  the  citizens  of  a  country, 
it  is  that  of  its  defence  againR  in¬ 
vaders  ;  the  burning  of  the  towns 
of  thofe  who  refill,  and  putting  its 
magiftrates  to  death,  may  be  found 
in  the  military  code  of  Gengis- 
Khany  but  ought  to  have  noplace 
in  that  of  any  civiiifed  conqueror; 
nor  does  it  appear,  that  Buonaparte’s 
victories  had  qualified  him  to  enter 
the  field  of  polemical  deputation, 
or  ereCt  himfelf  into  an  infallible 
teacher  of  the  principles  of  the 
gofpel. 

The  army  of  the  pope  had  ftrong- 
ly  entrenched  itfelf  on  the  river 
Senio,  the  banks  of  which  were 
lined  with  cannon.  The  Lombard- 
legion,  in  clofe  columns,  carried  the 
entrenchments,  and  took  the  can¬ 
non  with  their  bayonets.  The 
French  made  1000  prifoners,  after 
killing  about  500  m'en,  and  con¬ 
tinued  their  march  through  Imola, 
towards  Faenza.  The  gates  of  this 
city  were  ftiut  againft  them,  the 
alarm-bell  was  rung,  and  the  popu¬ 
lace  prepared  to  make  refiftance.  A 
few  fhot  broke  down  the  gates,  and 
the  French  entered  fword  in  hand. 
As  the  town  was  taken  by  afiauit, 
the  laws  of  war  allowed  indifcrimi- 
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nate  pillage;  but  Buonaparte  con¬ 
tented  himlelf  with  deputing  fifty 
officers,  whom  he  had  juft  made 
prifoners,  to  inform  them  what 
might  juftly  have  been  the  conle- 
qutnces  of  .their  folly  ;  and  having 
himfelf  afiembled  all  the  monks  and 
priefts,  he  endeavoured  to  imprefs 
on  their  minds  what  he  ftyles  44  the 
principles  of  the  gofpel.”  He  lent, 
as  heralds  to  Ravenna,  the  general 
of  the  religious  order  of  the  Ca- 
nruldules  in  order  to  inftrudt  the 
inhabitants  how  to  avoid  the  dan¬ 
gers  to  which  their  prefent  ftate 
of  blindn'efs  and  ignorance  might 
iubjedt  them  ;  and  for  the  fame 
purpofe  he  fent  to  Cazenna,  the 
birth-place  of  the  pope,  Dom  Ig- 
natio,  prior  of  the  order  of  the 
Benedidlines.  In  a  few  days,  the 
Romagna,  the  duchy  of  Urbino, 
and  the  province  of  Ancona,  fub- 
mitted  without  further  refiftance. 
In  Ancona,  the  French  made  1,200 
prifoners,  and  took  pofteffion  of  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  very  fine 
arms,  which  had  juft  been  fent  to 
she  pope  from  the  emperor,  toge¬ 
ther  with  an  immenfe  number  of 
cannon.  From  Ancona,  a  divifioti 
of  the  French  troops  proceeded  to 
Loretto,  from  whence  count  Colli 
withdrew  the  papal  army  on  their 
approach,  carrying  with  him  the 
greater  part  of  the  treafure  of  the 
facred  houle,  but  leaving  the  inha¬ 
bitant  at  the  difpofai  of  tne  French. 
The  army  journeyed  on  without 
paying  any  other  attention  to  the 
virgin  than  taking  pofteffion  of  the 
remainder  of  the  treafure  which  the 
papal  general  had  left  behind. 
Unlike  the  conquerors  of  antiquity, 
who  fancied  they  had  enchained 
vidtory  when  the  objedts  of  the. 
adoration  of  their  enemies  fell  Into 
their  hands,  the  French  general  left 
this  new  ally,  the  miraculous  image, 
to  the  frigid  and  profane  examina¬ 


tion  of  the  commifiaries  of  govern* 
meat,  who  had  been  fent  to  make 
colledlions  of  what  was  moft  rare 
and  curious  in  Italy.  In  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  principles  of  toleration, 
on  which  they  profefted  to  add,  this 
objedf  of  religious  worlhip,  our  lady 
of  Loretto,  was  put  into  a  cafe  with 
the  relics  of  her  original  wardrobe 
and  kitcheh  furniture,  ftated  by  the 
commifiaries  to  confift  of  rags  of 
black  woollen  cloth,  and  earthen¬ 
ware  fpoons,  and  fent  as  trophies 
to  the  diredtory  ;  but  the  miracu¬ 
lous  houfe,  whicii  had  been  trans¬ 
ported  from  Paleftine  to  Loretto  by 
angels,  was  fhut  up  till  further  or¬ 
ders,  with  the  prohibition  of  work¬ 
ing  any  more  miracles. 

The  army  had  proceeded  through 
Macerata  toTolentino,  within  a  few 
hours’  march  of  Rome,  and  were’on 
the  point  of  being  joined  by  the  di- 
vifions  which  .were  marching  by 
Sienna  and  Cortona,  when  his  holi- 
nefs,  finding  himfelf  at  the  mercv  of 
an  enemy,  againft  whom  no  further 
refiftance  could  be  made,  ail  patched 
a  meffenger  to  Buonaparte’s  head¬ 
quarters  with  offers  of  peace. 

A  letter,  dated  Rome,  12th  of 
February,  1797,  and  written  by  the 
pope,  was  addreffed  to  Buonaparte, 
and  conceived  in  the  following 
terms  : 

44  Dear  fon,  health,  and  apo- 
44  ftolical  benedidlion, 

44  Defirous  of  terminating  in  an 
44  amicable  manner  our  adtuai  dif- 
44  ferences  with  the  French  repub- 
44  lie,  by  the  w ithdrawing  the  troops 
44  wiiich  you  command,  we  fend 
44  and  depute  towards  you,  as  our 
44  plenipotentiaries,  two  ecclefiaf- 
44  tics,  the  cardinal  Mattei,  who 
44  is  perfedlly  known  to  you,  and 
44  his  lord  ill  ip  of  C'aleppi,  together 
44  with  two  feculars,  the  duke  don 
44  Lewis  Brafchi,  our  nephew,  and 
44  the  marquis  Camilli  Maffini,  who 
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11  are  clothed  with  ourfull  powers  to 
concei  t  with  you,  to  promife  and 
“  fubfcribe  l'nch  conditions  as  we 
u ,  hope  {hall  be  juft  and  rea fon able ; 
“  obliging  ourfeives,  on  our  faith 
(i  and  word,  to  approve  and  ratify 
“  them  in  fpecial  form,  in  order 
“  that  thev  mav  at  all  times  be 
u  valid  and  inviolable  :  fecure  in 
u  the  fentiments  of  good  will, 
“  which  you  have  rnanifefled  to- 
wards  us,  we  have  abftained  from 
“  all  removal  from  Rome,  by 
which  von  will  be  perfuaded  of 
“  our  great  confidence  in  you. 
We  conclude  with  alluring  you 
of  our  higbeft  efteem,  and  in 

Q  7 

u  giving  you  our  paternal  apofto- 
i-i  lie  benediction.  Given  at  St. 

Peter’s  of  Rome,  the  22d  year  of 
fi  our  pontificate. 

“  (Signed)  Pius,  P.  P  VI.” 
The  treaty  of  peace  was  figned 
(the  19th  of  February) 'by  the  com- 
nrifiaries  of  the  pope  and  Buona¬ 
parte  at  Tolentino,  and  ratified  a  few 
days  after  bv  the  pope  and  the  facred 
college.  I11  this  treaty  the  religi¬ 
ous  feelings  of  the  holy  father  were 
treated  with  more  refpedf  than  in 
the  conditions  of  the  armiftice  ;  and 
Buonaparte  very  wifely  exchanged 
the  unneceftary  humiliation  of  re¬ 
tracing  opinions  formerly  emitted 
in  bulls,  and  manifeftoes,  which 
were  contained  in  thofe  conditions, 
for  more  folid  advantages.  The 
treaty,  after  the  ufual  preliminary 
of  peace  and  good  underllanding 
between  the  contracting  powers, 
enjoins  the  pope  to  recall  every 
adhefion,  confent  or  acceftion,  whe¬ 
ther  public  or  private,  given  by  him 
to  the  coalition,  and  to  every  other 
treaty  of  alliance,  often  five  or  de- 
fenlive,  with  any  other  power  or 
ftate  whatever.  The  pope  obliges 
himfelf  to  furnifh  neither  during 
the  prefent,  nor  in  any  future  war, 
to  any  of  the  powers  armed  againft 


France,  aftiftance  in  troops,  veffels, 
arms,  provifions,  or  money;  under 
any  pretext,  or  by  any  denomina¬ 
tion  whatever.  In  five  days  after 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  he  en¬ 
gaged  to  put  his  army  on  the  fame 
footing  as  before  the  conclufion  of 
the  armiftice;  and  to  fuffer  no  {hips 
of  war,  or  privateers,  belonging  to 
the  enemy  during  the  prefent  war, 
to  enter  his  roads  or  ports.  The 
pope  formally  renounced  all  right 
and  title  to  the  towns  and  territory 
of  Avignon,  and  the  county  Ve- 
naiffin,  fituated  in  France  ;  and  alfo, 
every  right  and  title  to  the  terri- 
tories  known  under  the  name  of 
the  legations  of  Bologna,  Ferrara, 
.and  the  Romagna,  to  the  French 
republic  ;  binding  himfelf  not  to 
beftow  the  title  of  feignories  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  territory  thus  ceded. 
The  French  republic  were  to  enjoy 
all  the  immunities  and  privileges 
which  the  nation  pofiefled  at  Rome 
previous  to  the  war;  the  French 
poll  to  be  re-eftablifhed  at  Rome  ; 
the  adminiftration  of  the  French 
academy  of  arts  to  be  continued 

J 

as  heretofore ;  and,  till  a  treaty  of 
commerce  was  made,  the  republic 
to  be  placed  on  equal  terms  with 
the  nooft  favoured  nations. 

The  arrears  of  the  fum  demand¬ 
ed  at  the  armiftice  to  the  amount 
of  15,000,000  of  livres  was  con- 
fented  to  be  paid,  to  which  were 
added  800  horfes  equipped  for  ca¬ 
valry,  and  as  many  horfes,  oxen, 
and  buffaloes  for  draft.  As  a  con¬ 
dition  of  peace  the  pope  bound  him¬ 
felf  to  pay  in  addition  15,000,000 
of  livres,  within  two  months,  all  of 
which  was  to  be  paid  by  inftal- 
ments;  the  French  army  was  en¬ 
gaged  to  recede  from  the  different 
provinces  in  the  pope’s  territories, 
of  which  they  had  then  pofieftion, 
in  proportion  to  the  celerity  of  the 
payments.  All  the  manuferipts, 
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pifhires,  ftatues,  and  other  objects 
ftipnlated  for  at  the  armifti.ee,  were 
to  be  immediately  delivered.  His 

j 

holinefs  like  wife  engaged  to  fet  at 
liberty  all  who  were  confined  in 
Rome  on  account  of  their  political 
opinions,  and  alio  toapologife  at 
Paris, 'through  his  minifi'er,  for  the 
murder  of  the  French  envoy  Raff- 
ville,  allowing  the  film  of  300,000 
livres  to  his  family.  The -pope 
laflly  ceded  to  the  French  republic 
all  the  allodial  lands  belonging  to 
the  holy  fee,  in  the  legations  of 
Bologna,  Ferrara,  and  the  Roma¬ 
gna,  particularly  Mefola,  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies;  for  all  which  concef- 
iions  on  the  part  of  the  court  of 
Rome,  the  French  republic  made  a 
formal  ceffion  to  the  pope  of  all  its 
rights  over  the  different  religious 
foundations  belonging  to  France  in 
the  cities  of  Rome  and  Loretto,  and 
ageeed  to  deliver  up  the  town  and 
citadel  of  Ancona  at  the  continen¬ 
tal  peace. 

Jn  anfwer  to  the  pope’s  letter,  re- 
fpedfing  peace,  Buonaparte,  on  the 
ligning  the  articles,  addreffied  to  his 
holinefs  the  following:  note  : 

“  Buonaparte,  general  in  chief  of 
44  the  army  of  Italy  to  his  holi- 
44  nefs  Pope  Pius  VI. 

44  Moft  holy  father, 

“  I  have  to  thank  your  holinefs 
te  for  the  obliging  things  contained 
<{  in  the  letter  which  you  have 
44  taken  the  trouble  to  write  to  me. 

44  The  peace  between  the  French 
u  republic  and  your  holinefs  has 
44  juft  been  figned.  I  congratulate 
“  myfelf  on  having  contributed  to 
44  your  private  tranquillity. 

44  I  pray  your  holinefs  to  place 
no  confidence  in  certain  perfons  at 
44  Rome,  either  fold  to  courts  hoftile 
44  to  France,  or  led  aftrav  by  thofe 
44  pernicious'  paffions  which  are  ai- 
44  ways  the  forerunners  of  the  ruin 
4*  of  Rates. 


44  All  Europe  is  acquainted  with 
44  the  pacific  inclinations,  and  the 
44  conciliating  virtues  of  your  holi- 
44  nefs.  The  French  republic  will 
44  be,  I  hope,  one  of  the  trueft: 

44  friends  of  Rome. 

44  I  fend  my  aide-de-camp,  com- 
44  mander  of  a  brigade,  to  exprefs 
44  to  your  holinefs  the  eftFem  and 
44  perfect  veneration  which  I  have 
44  for  your  perfon  ;  and  I  pray  you 
44  to  be  allured  of  the  pleafure 
44  which  I  fliali  have,  on  all  occa- 
44  fions,  of  teftifying  the  marks 
44  of  refpeft  and  veneration  with 
44  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
44  your  very  obedient  fervant, 

44  Buonaparte.” 

Buonaparte,  in  his  projected  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Rome,  was  compelled 
to  pafs  near  or  over  part  of  the 
territory  of  the  republic  of  St. 
Marino,  the  Raft  in  Europe,  and 
whofe  inhabitants  fcarcelv  exceed¬ 
ed  the  vanguard  of  his  army.  The 

O  J 

embaffador  who  was  fent  by  Buo¬ 
naparte  to  afk  leave  of  paflage,  in 
his  addrefs  to  the  captain  regents 
or  magiftrates,  recited  44  a  few^  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  prodigies  which  li¬ 
berty  had  operated  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  free  ftates  :  and  after  com¬ 
plimenting  the  republic  of  St.  Ma¬ 
rino  for  the  alvlum  given  to  free- 
dom  within  its  walls,  when  it  was 
bani  fined  from  every  other  part  of 
Europe,  entered  into  a  fhort  hifi- 
torv  of  the  events  of  the  French 
revolution,  and  the  fuccefs  with 
which  its  efforts  had  been  crown¬ 
ed.  He  then  informed  thofe  ma¬ 
giftrates,  that  the  army  of  Italy,  in 
pnrfuit  of  peace,  was  compelled  to 
pafs  very  near  their  Rate,  and  that 
he  came  in  the  name  of  the  French 
republic,  deputed  by  general  Buo¬ 
naparte,  to  a-fthre  the  ancient  re-* 
public  of  Sr.  Marino  of  peace  and 
inviolable  friendfhip.  He,  more¬ 
over,  obfei  veil,  that  as  the  political 
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Situation  of  the  {fates  around  them 
was  likely  to  undergo  certain 
changes,  if  any  part  of  their  fron¬ 
tiers  was  in  a  date  of  litigation,  or 
if  even  they  felt  any  inclination  to 
round  their  own  territory  by  tak¬ 
ing  a  part  of  their  neighbours,  the 
French  republic  would  ferfe,  with 
pleafare,  the  occafion  of  {bowing 
the  republic  of  St.  Marino  every 
proof  of  its  lincere  friend fliip.” 

The  anfvver  of  the  council  of 
the  republic  to  this  add  refs  defer  ves 
to  be  cited  as  a  model  of  that 
found  policy,  to  which,  together 
with  their  indgniflcance,  they  have 
probably  been  hitherto  indebted 
for  their  fafety.  u  We  place,  ci¬ 
tizen  embaflador,”  fay  they,  “  in 
the  number  of  the  molt  glorious 
epochas  that  have  diftinguiftied  the 
annals  of  our  freedom,  the  day  of 
your  million  to  our  republic,  '/our 
republic  not  only  conquers  its  ene¬ 
mies  by  the  force  of  its  arms,  but 
fills  its  friends  with  aftoniiliment 
at  the  generofity  of  its  proceedings. 
Happy  are  we  to  be  c  la  lied  in  the 
number  of  thofe  models  which  have 
excited  your  noble  emulation,  and 
flill  more  happy  to  be  found  wor¬ 
thy  of  your  friendship,  of  which 
you  have  now  given  us  fo  evident 
a  proof.  We  cannot  behold,  with¬ 
out  the  m o ft  lively  intereft,  the 
arms  of  the  French  republic,  re¬ 
newing  in  Italy  the  remembrance 
of  the  mod;  brilliant  eras  of  Greek 
arid  Roman  hiftory. 

a  The  love  of  our  liberty  makes 
us  feel  the  worth  of  the  magnani¬ 
mous  exertions  of  a  great  people 
afpiring  to  recover  their  own  : 
thofe  exertions  have  furpafled  all 
expedfation.  Your  nation,  fingle 
againft  the  reft  of  Europe,  has  af¬ 
forded  the  world  an  aftonifhing  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  that  energy  can 
achieve  which  is  produced  by  tire 

fentiment  of  libertv. 
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u  Your  army,  marching  in  the 
fteps  of  Hannibal,  and  furpafling  by 
its  deeds  whatever  is  mod:  wonderful 
in  antiquity,  led  on  by  a  hero 
who  unites  to  every  virtue  the 
powers  of  the  mod;  diftinguiftied 
genius,  has  cad  a  glance  on  a  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  globe,  where  a  remnant 
of  the  fons  of  ancient  liberty  fled 
for  refuge,  and  where  is  found  ra¬ 
ther  the  plainnefs  of  Spartan  man¬ 
ners  than  the  elegance  of  Athens. 

“  You  know,  citizen  embaflador, 
that  the  fimplicity  of  our  cuftoms, 
the  deep  fentiment  we  cherifli  of 
liberty,  are  the  only  inheritance 
which  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us 
by  our  fathers  :  this  we  have  been 
able  to  preferve  untouched  amidft 
the  political  convulfions  occ.afion- 
ed  by  a  revolution  of  many  ages, 
and  which  neither  ambition  nor 
hatred  have  been  able  to  deftroy. 

“  Return  then  to  the  hero  who 
has  lent  you  ;  carry  back  to  him  the 
free  homage,  not  only  of  that  ad¬ 
miration  which  we  fhare  with  the 
whole  world,  but  alfo  of  our  grati¬ 
tude  ;  tell  him  that  the  republic  of 
St.  Marino,  fatisfied  with  its  me¬ 
diocrity,  fears  to  accept  his  gene¬ 
rous  offer  of  enlarging  its  territory, 
which  might  poilibly  in  the  end 
prove  injurious  to  its  liberty;  but 
tell  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  we 
fhall  feel  that  we  owe  every  thing 
to  the  generofity  of  the  French  re¬ 
public,  and  to  that  of  its  invinci¬ 
ble  general,  if  we  obtain  the  means 
of  uniting  by  firmer  bonds  our 
commercial  relations,  and  of  con¬ 
cluding  a  treaty  which  may  fecurc 
our  political  exiflence. 

“  To  thefe  points  are  all  our  views 
bounded  ;  and  we  requeft  you  to 
be  our  mediator  with  the  chief  of 
the  army  of  Italy.  With  relpecft 
to  yourfeif,  iliuftrious  embaflador, 
we  feel  ou  riel  yes  happy  to  have 
amongft  us  a  perfon  who  unites  to 
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the  virtues  of  a  citizen  the  talents  fentiments  of  gratitude  with  which 
of  literature.  The  objeft  of  your  our  hearts  are  at  prefent  affefled, 
phfliou,  the  manner  in  which  von  Saint  Marino,  the  12th  February* 
have  fulfilled  it,  and  the  name  of  179 7. 
him  who  has  lent  you,  will  be  an  (Signed) 

everlafting  monument  of  the  mag-  The  Deputies  of  the  Republic  of 
nanimity  of  the  conquerors  of  Italy,  St.  Marino. ” 

and  will  for  ever  keep  alive  the 
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Political  State  of  the  'Northern  Powers  with  refpefi  to  France.  Of  Ruffin * 
Prujfa.  Of  the  neutral  Powers  in  Italy ,  Naples ,  Tufcany ,  Genoa,  Fenice. 
The  Inefficacy  of  the  Allies  of  the  French  Republic •  Of  Spain.  Of  Holland. 
Domefic  Troubles.  Refrail ory  Clergy.  Difafficfied  Magifracy .  Severity  of 

i  the  Laws ,  and  the  Caufe  of  their  Inexecution .  Amendments  propefed  by  the 
Directory .  Supinencfs  of  the  Fegfature.  Hof  He  Spirit  of  the  fournalifs 
to  the  Republic .  New  Laws  to  punijh  Libels.  Their  Inefficacy.  New  Elec¬ 
tion  ofPartofthe  Legifative  Body.  Proclamation  of  the  Direfiory .  Prcpofal 
by  the  Directory  of  an  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  be  taken  by  the  Eh  Hors — rej di¬ 
ed  by  the  Councils.  Anti- direltorial  Party  in  the  Council Jirengthened  by,  the 
Fhfiion  of  the  new  Third.  Motion  of  Inquiry  into  the  Conduit  of  I  be 
Direfiory  refpeiiing  the  Tranfport  of  the  Galley-Slaves  to  the  Englijb 
Corf.  Caufe  of  this  Expedition.  Preparations  by  the  Auftrians  and 
French  for  the  Continuance  of  the  War.  Hopes  of  the  Court  of  Vienna 
in  the  Exertions  of  Prince.  Charles.  P of  t ions  of  the  two  Armies.  March 
of  Prince  Charles  to  the  Piava .  Advance  of  the  French  from  the  Brenta . 
Retreat,  of  Prince  Charles  behind  the  frong  Entrenchments  of  the  Taglia- 
mento .  Difficulties  o  f  the  P of  age.  P affage  effiefied  by  the  French.  ■  De¬ 
feat  and  Fight  of  the  Army  under  Prince  Charles.  The  whole  of  the 
Venetian  Territory  in  Poffieffion  of  the  French.  Attack  and  Defeat  of  the 
Aufrians  in  the.  Tyrol  under  Laudohn  by  General  foubert.  Retreat  of 
Laudohn  to  Infpruck.  Capture  of  the  Aufrian  Artillery  and  Magazines , 
by  foubert ,  at  Brixcn.  Attack  and  Defeat  of  the  Centre  of  the  Aufrian. 
Army  by  Maffiena ,  and  their  Retreat  to  the  Mountains.  Siege  and  Sur¬ 
render  o  f  the  For f refs  of  Grculifca.  Poffieffion  of  the  Province  of  Goritia 
by  the  French.  Proclamation  of  Buonaparte.  Retreat  of  Prince  Charles 
to  Llagcnfurt .  Defeat  of  the  centre  Army  of  the  Auftrians  on  the  Snows 
of  Tarwis  by  Maffiena.  Defeat  of  the  Auftrians  by  Guieux ,  at  Chinze « 
Capture  of  their  Artillery ,  and  Baggage  by  Maffiena.  The  Province  of 
Carniola  in  Poffieffion  of  the  French.  March  of  foubert  acrofs  the  Tyrol  an. 
Alps.  fun.THon  of  the  Republican  Armies  at  Clagenfurt .  Further  Re¬ 
treat  of  Prince  Charles.  French  in  Poffieffion  of  the  Province  of  Carin- 
thia ,  and  of  the  whole  of  the  Aufrian  Poffieffions  to  the  Adriatic.  Proclama¬ 
tion  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Garinthia.  Fetter  of  Buona¬ 
parte  to  Prince  Charles,  offering  Terms  of  Peace.  Prince  Charles'  Refu- 
fal.  Alarm,  Precautions,  and  warlike  Preparations  at  Vienna.  P  r  op  0- 
jit  ions  of  Prince  Charles — -re.jcfi.ed.  Advance  of  Buonaparte  towards 
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Vienna.  Defeat  of  the  Au fir  Ians,  and  further  Retreat  of  Prince  Charles 
acrofs  the  Murh.  Serious  Propofltions  far  an  Armijlice  from  the  Court  of 
Vienna.  Accepted  by  Buonaparte.  Conditions  of  the  Armijlice .  Reflec¬ 
tions  on  the  relative  Situation  of  the  Auflrian  and  French  Armies . 


WHILE  France  was  thus 
humbling  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Rome,  file  had  little 
to  ft&r  from  the  enmity  or  jealoufy 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  was  fo  far 
from  being  difpo.fed  to  {how  any 
marks  of  benevolence  to  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Germany,  that  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  emperor  of  Ruffia 
was  about  to  confult  him  on  the 
intereft  of  his  ally,  the  king  was 
employed  in  taking  advantage  of 
exifting  circumftances  to  unite  to 
his  former  poffieffions  feveral  Mat¬ 
tered  towns  in  Germany  that  lay 
convenient  to  his  dominions;  hav¬ 
ing,  among  others,  feifed  on  Eflin- 
gen,  on  the  fame  pretext  as  he  had 
the  preceding  year  taken  poffief- 
fion  of  Nuremberg,  or  fome  other 
motives  equally  convenient  and 
frivolous.  The  divilion,  which  had 
taken  place  in  Germany,  between 
the  princes  who  had  withdrawn 
themfelves  from  the  coalition,  and 
placed  themfelves  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and 
thofe  who  {fill  remained  faithful  to 
their  engagements,  were  circum- 
ftances  highly  favourable  to  the  in- 
tereffs  of  France. 

The  neutral  powers  in  Italy 
were  more  formidable  from  their 
intrigues  than  from  their  force. 
The  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms, 
and  the  rapacity  of  their  chiefs, 
had  awakened  their  fears  not  only 
for  their  national  independence 
from  without,  but  for  the  fecurity 
of  their  internal  government,  from 
the  fpirit  of  difeontent  that  began 
to  diicover  itfelf  within.  The  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  neutrality  of  Na¬ 
ples,  which  was  obtained  by  the 


fear  of  the  French  arms  on  the  one 
fide,  and  the  menaces  of  Spain  on 
the  other,  hung  on  the  caprices  of 
an  effeminate  and  capricious  court, 
which  nothing  but  the  romantic 
fuccefs  of  the  French  arms  kept  in 
awe.  The  duke  of  Tufcany,  who 
had  the  wifdom  to  withdraw  him- 
felf  the  firft  from  the  coalition,  had 
too  great  an  intercourfe,  from  his 
pofition  in  Italy,  with  the  French, 
to  be  fufpeCted  of  any  hoftile  in¬ 
tentions.  The  republic  of  Genoa 
was  divided  into  two  didinOt  daffies 
of  the  governors  and  the  governed, 
and  aimoft  on  the  eve  of  a  revolu¬ 
tion.  The  government  of  Venice, 
devoted  (as  the  French  affierted)  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  interefts  of  the  coali¬ 
tion,  although  neutral,  had  incurred 
the  frequent  reproaches  of  the 
French  generals  for  its  fuppofed 
partiality  to  the  arms  of  the  empe¬ 
ror.  The  king  of  Sardinia  was  too 
bufily  engaged  in  quelling  the  dan¬ 
gerous  insurrections  which  had 
broken  out  at  Turin,  and  which 
menaced  both  his  perfon  and  go¬ 
vernment,  to  entertain  any  other 
Sentiments,  with  refpedf  to  France, 
than  thofe  to  which  he  was  bound 
by  his  intered  and  his  engagemen  ts. 
France  drew  little  fuccour  from  her 
allies,  Flolland  and  Spain,  wbofe 
alliance,  offend  ve  and  defend ve, 
with  each  other  during  the  prefent 
war,  which  had  been  fo  much  the 
Subject  of  difeuffion  the  lad  year, 
w>as  now  on  the  point  of  being  con¬ 
cluded.  The  former  had  lately 
augmented  the  Englifli  marine  with 
feveral  fliips  of  the  line,  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  Spa¬ 
niards  had  given  up  the  invafion  of 
Portugal,  far  which  long  Loaded 
1  prepa- 
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preparations  had  been  made.  The 
fleets  of  thofe  two  powers  were  on¬ 
ly  paffively  ferviceable  to  France, 
by  keeping  the  Englifli  fleets  un¬ 
employed  in  other  enterprifes,  but 
that  of  blocking  up  their  ports  ; 
and  England  reigned  foie  miflrefs 
of  the  leas  ;  but  from  her  own  do- 
meftic  fituation  was  unable  to  ef¬ 
fect  any  purpofe  that  could  at  this 
time  be  eminently  Loftiie  to  the 
French  republic. 

Such  was  the  brilliant  fituation 
of  France,  at  this  epoch,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  various  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  but  its  internal  ftate  did  not 
prefent  fo  favourable  an  afpeCt. 
The  liberty  which  the  French  en¬ 
joyed  under  their  new  conftitution, 
fondly  c her ifhed  by  its  friends  as 
the  harbinger  of  prosperity  and 
peace,  had  been  turned  by  others 
into  a  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs  and 
inobfervance  of  the  laws,  which 
threatened  the  difiolution  of  the 
ftate.  The  government  was  aff aid- 

O 

ed  on  eve’rv  fide  bv  reclamations 
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from  the  departments  againft  the 
troubles  excited  by  the  refractory 
priefts,  who,  it  was  aliened,  had 
either  fecreted  themfelves  during 
the  reign  of  terror,  or  who  had  re¬ 
turned  into  France  from  their  fen- 
ten  ce  of  ban  i  fitment.  The  difor- 
der  which  they  had  occafioned  in 
the  eaftern  departments  of  the  re¬ 
public  was  the  fubjeft  of  difcuf- 
fion  in  the  legiflature,  who  fent  the 
papers  containing  the  denuncia¬ 
tions,  for  further  examination,  to 
the  directory.  The  directory,  who 
for  more  than  twelve  months  paft 
had  made  repeated  reprefentations 
to  the  legiflature  on  this  fubjeCt,  by 
formal  meflacres,  as  well  as  bv  indi- 
reft  information,  returned  for  an¬ 
swer,  that  not  only  were  the  depart¬ 
ments  on  the  Lower  Rhine  and  the 
Mofelle  under  the  influence  of  the 
refraftorv  clergy,  but  that  thev  had 


made  as  rapid  a  progrefs  in  every 
other  department  of  the  republic. 
They  I'eprefented  to  the  councils, 
that,  grown  bolder  by  impunity, 
they  had  excited  the  people  in  va¬ 
rious  places  to  pillage  and  murder; 
preventing  evCry  where  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws,  and  fpread- 
ing  over  many  departments  the  ha¬ 
tred  of  the  republican  regimen,  de- 
folation,  and  death.  -This  impu¬ 
nity,  they  obferved,  was  owing  to 
the  extreme  feveritv,  and  alfo  the 
uncertainty  of  the  laws  againft  thofe 
who  came  under  the  denomination 
of  refraCtorv  clergy.  Although  the 
laws  were  precife  and  formal,  with 
refpeCt  to  thole  who  broke  their 
ban,  and  returned  from  exile  ;  yet 
the  punifhment  of  death  to  which 
they  were  liable,  was,  from  its  e'x- 
cefflve  rigour,  the  caufe  of  theif 
fafety.  The  directory,  who  had 
feen  the  pernicious  tendency,  and 
frequently  propofed  the  revifion  of 
thofe  laws,  now  propofed  to  the 
legiflature  to  repeal  them  altogether, 
and  enaCt  others,  which,  from  being 
lefs  fevere,  would  be  more  effec¬ 
tive.  That  law,  which  was  confi- 
dered  by  them  as  mod  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  effeft  intended,  wou  id 
have  allowed  thefe  difturbers  of  the 
public  peace  a  certain  time  to  with¬ 
draw  themfelves  from  the  republic  ; 
on  the  expiration  of  which,  if 
found  in  the  country,  they  fhould 
be  baniffied  to  fome  one  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  belonging  to  France. 

The  refractory  priefts  not  only 
found  refuge  from  punilhment  in 
the  feverity  of  the  laws,  which  the 
conftituted  authorities  of  the  di- 
ftriCts  to  which  they  reformed, 
though  attached  from  principle  to 
the  government,  yet  abhorrent  of 
blood,  neglected  or  refilled  to  put 
into  execution ;  but' as  mod  of  thefe 
priefts  were  effective  inftrumebts 
in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  wifhed 
'  -  v  .  -  ~  to. 
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to  fab  vert  the  republic,  thofe  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  departmental  and  muni¬ 
cipal  adminiftrations,  who  were  not 
partial  to  that  mode  of  government, 
or  who  \*  ere  in  the  number  of  the 
difaffeCted,  gave  them  positive  pro¬ 
tection  and  encouragement.  Againft 
defaulters  of  this  defcription,  fuch 
as  conftituted  authorities,  agents  of 
the  police,  foldiers  of  the  gendar¬ 
merie,  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  all 
civil  and  military  officers  whatever, 
for  this  latitude  of  indulgence  had 
pervaded  all  dcfcriptions,  the  di- 
reiftory  folicited  the  penalty  of  dif- 
miffal  from  their  places,  if,  after  the 
time  limited,  offenders  were  found 
within  their  jurisdiction  ;  and  that 
againft  thofe  who  harboured  and 
concealed  them  greater  penalties 
Ihould  be  enabled. 

Such  was  the  reprelentation  of 
the  dire<ftorv;  but  whether  the  coun¬ 
cil  doubted  the  truth  of  their 
report,  or  thought  the  mifchief  lefs 
alarming  than  it  had  been  represent¬ 
ed,  no  further  notice  was  taken  at 
that  period  of  the  meffage  than 
hearing  a  report,  and  a  project  of 
a  decree  from  the  committee  to 
which  it  was  fent ;  which  report, 
though  it  correfponded  in  a  great 
meafure  with  the  views  of  the  di¬ 
rectory,  was  adjourned  without  fur¬ 
ther  difcuffion. 

The  directory  had  another  enemy, 
more  formidable  than  the  refrac¬ 
tory  clergy.  This  enemy  was  the 
tribe  of  journalifts,  whole  news¬ 
papers  were  diftributed  throughout 
France  with  profulion.  Some  of 
thefe  journalifts,  in  order  to  elude 
the  eye  of  the  police,  would  take  no 
fublcription  for  Paris,  where  the 
name  of  their  journals  were  un¬ 
known,  and  which  were  fent  only 
to  the  departments;  others,  more 
bold,  pubiifhed  openlv  their  opi¬ 
nions,  exciting  the  people  to  re¬ 
bellion,  and  frequently  to  murder. 
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Many  of  thefe  journals  were  written 
with  elegance,  and  thofe  who  re¬ 
probated  them  for  their  counter¬ 
revolutionary  fpirit  were  not  dif- 
pleafed  with  their  pleafantry  and 
wit.  Under  the  fuppofed  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  conftitution,  thefe 
journalifts  feared  no  attack  from 
the  government,  vvhofe  power 
reached  no  further  than  fending 
them  before  tribunals,  where,  true 
to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
the  juries  acquitted  alike  theinviter 
to  royalty,  and  the  jacobinical  in- 
ftigator  to  crimes.  The  legidature, 
aware  of  the  evil,  were  em  bar  raffed 
how  to  find  the  remedy  without 
violating  the  principle.  The  pro- 
pofition  made  for  the  publication 
of  an  official  journal,  under  the  title 
of  The  Tachvgraphe,  which  Ihould 
report  verb  at  uti  the  debates  of  the 
councils,  was  rejected  ;  but  the 
legidature,  after  long  difcuffion, 
agreed  to  a  claffification  of  offences 
both  public  and  private ;  decreed  the 
punidiment  of  imprifonment  more 
or  lefs  fevere,  in  proportion  to  the 
offence  ;  and  enacted,  that  the  tri¬ 
bunals  of  the  correctional  police 
fhould  be  competent  to  judge  them. 
The  remedy  was  too  flight  for  the 
difeafe  ;  the  journals  were  rather  em¬ 
boldened  than  intimidated  by  thefe 
reftraining  laws,  and  the  caufe  of 
jacobin  fedition,  and  of  royalift 
fchemes,  continued  to  be  pleaded 
with  as  much  energy  and  as  pub¬ 
licly  as  ever. 

The  period  was  now  approach¬ 
ing  when  the  legidature  and  the  di¬ 
rectory  were  about  to  undergo  the 
partial  changes  enjoined  by  the 
conftitution.  As  the  parti  fans  of 
the  different  factions  had  looked 
forward  to  this  epoch,  with  the 
hope  that  their  refpeCtive  opinions 
would  have  the  afcendency  among 
the  great  inafs  of  citizens  compos¬ 
ing  the  primary  affembiies,  nopains 
P  had 
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had  been  (pared  by  thefe  leaders  to 
furnifh  them  with  previous  inftruc- 
tions  how  to  determine  their  choice. 
The  directory  made  an  addrefs  to 
thofe  afiernbiies,  both  primary  and 
electoral,  on  the  occafion  ;  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  which  was  to  ftate  the  na¬ 
ture  and  the  importance  of  the  du¬ 
ties  they  had  to  fulfil,  on  the  faith- 
ful  difcharge  of  which  depended  the 
fafety  of  the  republic,  and  to  put 
then)  on  their  guard  againfi:  the  in- 
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trigues  and  artifices  of  the  different 
factions  who  were  labouring  to  fub- 
vert  it.  This  addrefs  was  followed 
foon  after  by  a  mefiage  to  the  conn- 
oils,  in  which  the  directory  repre- 
fented,thata  great  number  of  public 
functionaries  had  refufed  to  take 
the  civic  oath,  enjoined  by  the  law 
of  the  nineteenth  of  Nivofe,  on 
pretence  that  they  had  already  tak¬ 
en  the  accuftomed  oaths,  on  their 
entering  into  office  ;  that  this  refu¬ 
sal  was  an  evidence  of  their  being 
the  partifans  of  one  or  other  of  the 
factions  which  were  equally  perni¬ 
cious  and  formidable;  that  by  the 
machinations  of  thefe  parties,  and 
by  their  undiffembled  declarations, 
the  u  republic  was  but  a  problem  ; 
and  that  the  audacity  of  its  enemies 
was  fuch,  that  it  might  almoft  be 
permitted  to  doubt  whether  it  had 
any  real  exigence.”  The  requeft 
made  bv  the  dire  dory  of  convert- 
ing  the  oath  taken  by  the  confti- 
tuted  authorities,  of  hatred  to  rov- 
alty  and  anarchy,  into  a  law  obli¬ 
gatory  on  the  electors  at  the  ap¬ 
proaching  nominations,  was  the 
fubjeCt  of  the  moft  violent  debates 
in  the  council.  It  tVas  urged  by 
the  auti-direClorial  party,  that  the 
demand  made  by  the  meffape  was 
uncanllitutjonal,  infomuch,  as  no 
oath  or  obligation  was  impofed  on 
the  electors  by  the  conliitution  ; 
that  the  electors  would  have  a 
right  to  refufe  any  oath  ;  that  the 


directory  had  no  other  intention  in 
propofing  it  than  lowing  divifions 
among  the  eleCioral  bodies  to  influ* 
ence  the  elections;  and  that  this 
was  a  new  inftance  of  its  tendency 

j 

to  the  ufurpation  of  the  whole  au¬ 
thority  of  the  (late.  Although 
there  was  nothing  in  the  meffage 
which  could  give  a  colour  to  thefe 
accufations,  the  council  rejected 
the  propofition,  and  converted  the 
oath  into  a  fimple  promife  of  fide¬ 
lity  and  attachment,  to  be  taken  by 
the  eledors  on  their  nomination.. 

The  approaching  day  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  new  third  was  gene¬ 
rally  confidered  as  an  important 
crifis.  Agreeablv  to  the  conftitvh 
tion,  one- third  of  the  members  of 
the  councils  were  to  vacate  their 
feats  ;  which  third  confided  of  thofe 
who  had  fat  in  the  convention,  and 
had  been  kept  in  their  feats  by  the 
fupplementary  articles  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  known  by  the  names  of 
the  laws  of  the  5th  and  i 3th  of 
FruCtidor.  Hitherto  the  party  of 
the  eonventionalifis  had  predomi¬ 
nated  ;  but  as  another  third,  chofen 
by  the  people,  was  about  to  replace 
one  of  the  remaining  two-thirds  of 
the  convention,  it  was#  hoped,  or 
feared,  by  the  oppofite  parties  in 
the  republic,  that  changes  of  con- 
fiderable  importance  would  take 
place. 

The  oppofition  to  the  directory 
had  been  fo  marked  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  newly-eleCted  third  of  the  conn- 
cits,  that  little  doubt  was  left  but 
the  new  election  would  produce 
fuch  a  reinforcement  as  thould 
place  the  power  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  legiflative  body.  From 
hence,  numbers  who  were  well-in¬ 
tentioned,  with  refpeCt  to  the  re* 
public,  had  hoped  that  various 
abides,  which  were  can  fed  by  the 
bad  adraitviflration  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power,  would-  be  redreficd ; 

while 
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while  others  openly  exulted,  that 
the  fyftem  of  the  republic  would  be 
totally  changed,  or,  what  in  their 
opinion  would  be  infinitely  more 
wife,  deftroyed  altogether. 

It  is  neverthelefs  to  be  remarked, 
that  although  numbers  were  in  for¬ 
mal  oppofition  to  the  directory  from 
perfonal  motives,  a  refpedtable  part 
of  the  councils  were  no  lei's  anx¬ 
ious  to  preferve  the  constitution, 
from  violation  within,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  the  refpectability  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  without.  This  Sentiment  had 
provoked  a  meSTage  of  the  council 
of  five  hundred  to  the  directory, 
to  inquire  into  the  motives  which 
had  led  them  to  fend  an  expedition 
of  galiey-fiaves  to  land  on  the 
coaffs  of  England;  an  aft  which 
the  council,  indignant  at  the  mea- 
fure,  declared  to  be  contrary  to 
the  laws  both  of  the  republic  and 
of  nations. 

No  anfwer  was  returned  to  this 
meHage*  nor  were  the  motives  cf 
this  expedition  made  known  to  the 
public.  The  firfE  wrong  flep  of 
the  directory,  in  regard  to  this  mea- 
fure,  was  commuting  the  punifh^ 
merit  of  thefe  galley-flaves,  for 
which  they  had  no  authority  from 
the  laws.  Thefe  criminals  were  to 
have  Served  on  the  Irifii  expedition, 
In  fome  poll  either  difagreeable  or 
dangerous,  to  avoid  expofing  the 
troops,  for  which  they  were  to  re¬ 
ceive  their  pardon  ;  but  as  the  fol- 
diers  refufed  to  aft  with  them,  the 
plan  was  laid  afide.  Senfible,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  injuftice  of  fending 
them  back  to  the  gallies,  after  they 
had  been  promifed  their  liberties, 
the  directory,  it  is  faid,  unwilling 
to  let  them  loofe  on  the  public,  in¬ 
stead  of  compounding  with  them 
by  a  diminution  of  punifliment, 
fince  the  law  had  already  been  vio¬ 
lated  in  the  fir  ft  commutation,  com¬ 
mitted  a  fecond  error,  and  lent 


them  to  England,  lefs  with  the, in¬ 
tention  of  hoftility  than  that  of  rid¬ 
ding  themfelves  of  the  danger  of 
the  charge.  This  fecret  explana¬ 
tion  led  the  council  to  make  no  fur¬ 
ther  inquiry  on  the  fubjefl. 

The  peace  made  with  the  pope 
had  fcarcely  been  concluded,  when 
the  attention  of  the  French  general 
was  recalled  to  the  northern  parts 
of  Italy,  by  the  appearance  of  the 
renewed  armies  of  the  Austrians, 
who  were  once  more  advancing 
with  new  hopes,  and  under  new 
aufpiceSj  torelcue  this  rich  and  in¬ 
teresting  part  of  the  imperial  do¬ 
mains  from  the  hands  of  the  re¬ 
publican  invaders.  Neither  the 
late  lofies  of  their  numerous  armies, 
the  defeat  and  capture  of  their  moft 
experienced  and  braveft  generals, 
nor  the  iurrender  of  their  impregna¬ 
ble  fortrefies,  could  perfuade  them 
to  withdraw  from  a  conteft  where 
they  had  hitherto  reaped  little  ho¬ 
nour  or  advantage.  But  although 
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Alvinzi,  Wurmfer,  and  the  gallant 
youths  of  Vienna,  had  been  obliged 
to  bend  before  the  better  fortunes 
of  Buonaparte,  the  Imperial  court 
had  vet  one  reSource,  which  it  fond  - 
ly  hoped  would  remedy  all  pad 
evils,  and  difi'oive  the  charm  which 
bound  victory  always  to  the  car  of 
Buonaparte.  The  court  of  Vienna 
was  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  archduke  would  in- 
fufe  a  new  fpirit  into  the  languish¬ 
ing  and  disheartened  troops,  and 
that  the  conqueror  of  Italy  would 
foon  form  a  counterpart  to  the  deA 
liverer  of  Germany. 

In  order  to  make  fucceft  more 

Sure,  the  archduke  led  with  him  a 

part  of  the  army  with  which  he  had 

driven  the  French  out  of  Germany 
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the  preceding  year;  who,  being 
puflied  acrofs  the  Rhine,  which 
was  well  guarded  on  Cverv  quarter* 
were  not  likely  to  make  another  ex- 
P  2  eurfion 
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curfion  fpeedily  on  that  fide.  The 
directory  took  fimllar  precautions, 
and  detached  from  the  armies  can¬ 
toned  on  that  river  a  confiderable 
divifion  under  general  Bernadette  ; 
fio  that  the  flower  of  both  the  Aus¬ 
trian  and  French  armies  were  now 
afiembled  at  the  foot  of  the  None 
Alps,  to  decide  a  quarrel  which  had 
begun  near  the  fiiores  of  the  Ger- 
man  ocean. 

Since  the  defeat  of  the  Aufirians 
along  the  Adige,  previous  to  the 
i'urrender  of  Mantua,  the  French 
occupied  the  left  part  of  the  Arifio 
to  the  place  where  it  empties  itfclf 
into  that  river;  and  the  right  fide 
of  the  Piava,  from  its  fource  in  the 
Alps,  to  the  Adriatic.  The  Auf- 
trian  forces  were  recruiting  on  the 
Tagliamento,  palling  iri  fmalldivi- 
j'iens  through  the  Frioul  and  Car- 
r.iola,  and  advancing,  as  they  form¬ 
ed  themlelves,  towards  the  Piava. 
Some  flight  fkirmifhes  had  taken 
place  between  the  advanced  polls 
of  the  two  armies  before  Buona¬ 
parte  returned  from  the  interlude 
of  the  papal  war  to  open  the  fieri* 
ons  drama  with  prince  Charles. 
While  the  French  general  was  mar- 
ihaliing  his  troops  on  the  Brenta, 
the  archduke  had  advanced  to  the 
Piava.  The  centre  of  his  army 
was  placed  on  the  final  1  river  of 
Cordevok,  his  right  reached  to  the 
Adige,  near  Salurn,  and  his  left 
extended  on  the  fide  of  the  Saletu- 
olo.  The  centre  of  the  Aufirian 
army  withdrew,  on  the  approach  of 
Malfena’s  divifion,  to  Feltre,  and 
fell  back  on  Belluno.  The  divifion 
under  Serrurier,  which  was  canton - 
lied  at  Afoto,  palfied  the  Piava,  near 
the  village  of  Vidor,  while  Guieux, 
who  commanded  the  right  wing  of 
the  army,  palling  the  lame  river,  ad¬ 
vanced  as  far  as  Sacila,  on  the  high 
road  from  Vicenza  to  Palma-Nuo- 
va.  As  the  French  advanced,  the 


Aufirians  continued  retreating,  till 
they  had  repaired  the  Tagliamentcr, 
the  banks  of  which  they  had  f© 
fortified  from  the  mountains  to  the 
Adriatic,  as  to  render  the  further 
progrefs  of  the  French  extremely 
hazardous,  if  not  impoflible. 

In  fix  days  this  French  army  hacf 
marched  from  their  cantonments  to 
the  border  of  the  river,  where  they 
were  compelled  to  halt,  in  order  t© 
deliberate  on  the  meafures  to  be 
taken  to  pafs  this  new  bulwark  of 
the  Aufirian  dominions.  The  cen¬ 
tre  of  the  Aufirian  army  had  fallen 
back  on  the  fide  of  Cadore,  where 
the  mountains  feparate  the  fiates  of 
Venice  from  the  Tyrol  ;  this  body 
of  troops  was  kept  in  a&ion  by  a 
divifion  under  Mafiena,  drawn  off 
from  the  main  army  of  the  French, 
while  the  left  wing-  of  this  armv, 
under  joubert,  was  ordered  to  pe¬ 
netrate  through  the  Tyrol  into  Ca- 
rinthia,  by  afeending  the  Adige  up 
to  its  junction  with  the  Eifacb, 
near  Baizasro,  and  afterwards  fol¬ 
lowing  this  river  to  Brixen  ;  from 
which  town  he  was  to  defeend 
along  the  ftream  of  the  Pviantz  to 
the  fources  of  the  Drave. 

In  the  mean  rime,  the  archduke, 
with  the  main  army,  was  fafely  en¬ 
trenched  behind  the  deep  and  rapid 
Tagliamento,  drawing  his  provi- 
fions  from  the  fertile  Frioul,  by 
Gradifca  and  Goritz,  and  from  the 
Venetian  country,  between  the 
Tagliamento  and  the  Alps,  which 
formed  a  half  circle  behind  him. 
In  this  fpace  were  lituated  the 
towns  of  Trevifo,  Udine,  and  Pal¬ 
ma -Nuova,  to  cover  his  retreat, 
if,  by  any  unfortunate  occurrence, 
from  any  extraordinary  impulfie  ot 
audacity,  the  French  fhould  at¬ 
tempt  and  force  the  paflage  of  the 
river. 

Had  the  waters  of  the  Taglia- 
mento  continued  to  flow  with  their 
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ufual  volume  and  impetuofity,  the 
French  might  have  found  the  en- 
terprife  extremely  difficult;  but  a 
fudden  froft:  having  arrefted  the 
thaw,  and  the  torrents  on  the  Gla¬ 
ciers  and  the  higher  Alps,  the  river 
had  funk  fo  as  to  be  fordable  in 
feveral  places.  Buonaparte,  draw¬ 
ing  a  favourable  augury  from  this 
fortunate  interpofition  of  the  north- 
eafterly  wind,  made  inftant  difpo- 
iitions  for  the  paflage  of  the  river; 
ordering  general  Guieux  to  crofs  it 
to  the  right  of  the  Auftrian  en¬ 
trenchments,  and  Bernadotte,  with 
his  battalions  from  the  Rhine,  to 
perform  the  fame  operation  on  the 
left.  The  whole  line  ranged  itfelf 
in  order  of  battle.  General  Du- 
phot  firtf  threw  himfelf  into  the 
river,  at  the  head  of  a  brigade  of 
light- infantry,  and  foon  eroded  to 
the  oppofite  bank,  fupported  bv 
the  grenadiers  of  the  divifion  un¬ 
der  general  Guieux  ;  General  Mu¬ 
rat,  who  made  the  fame  movement 
on  the  left,  was,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  fupported  by  the  divifion  of 
grenadiers  under  Bernadotte.  The 
Auftrian  cavalry  feverai  times 
charged  the  French  infafttrv,  but 
were  continually  repulfed.  The 
whole  of  the  republican  army  hav¬ 
ing  now  palled  the  river,  had 
formed  itfelf  for  a  general  attack, 
when  the  Auftrians,  ftruck  with 
terror  at  the  boldnefs  of  the  entcr- 
prife,  the  fuperiority  of  the  French 
artillery  which  they  had  felt  in  the 
fevere  cannonade  that  had  pre¬ 
ceded,  and  taken  place  during  the 
paiThge,  and  by  the  promptitude 
and  dexterity  of  the  French,  fell 
back  on  every  fide ;  but,  when 
general  Guieux  had  forced  the 
village  where  the  archduke  had 
efiabiifhed  his  head  quarters,  the 

rout  of  the  Auftrian  armv  became 
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general.  The  prince  feeing  no 
hope  but  in  flight,  withdrew  haft.'dy, 
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during  the  night,  to  the  onlv  re¬ 
treat  which  the  daring  manoeuvres 
of  the  French  had  left  him,  and 
fecured  himfelf  from  danger  a- 
mong  the  ravines  of  the  mountains, 
leaving  part  of  his  artillery,  and 
the  towns  of  Palmaf-  Nuova,  U~ 
dine,  and  all  the  Venetian  territory, 
as  far  as  the  confines  of  Carinthia 
and  Carniola,  to  the  mercy  of  the 
conqueror. 

The  French  loft:  no  time  in  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  this  important 
victory,  although  it  was  impoftible 
for  them  to  purfue  the  Auftrians  as 
faff  as  they  retreated,  and  who  did 
not  halt  till  they  reached  the  valley 
at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  through 
which  run  the  Drave  and  the 
Murh.  In  this  pofition,  the  arch¬ 
duke  once  more  formed  his  army; 
and  a  fecond  time,  aided  by  ram¬ 
parts  of  ice  and  fnowy  mountains, 
he  thought  himfelf  out  of  the  reach 
of  further  attack,  at  lead  till  he 
could  get  around  him  the  means 
of  making  more  effectual  refiftance 
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than  he  had  done  at  the  paftage  of 
the  Tagliamento.  By  taking  this 
pofition,  the  archduke  not  only 
protected  the  retreat  of  his  artil¬ 
lery,  and  heavy  baggage,  but  re¬ 
inforced  the  pafies  amongit  the 
mountains  of  the  Tyrol  againft  ge¬ 
neral  Joubert,  although  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Iftria  and  the  Frioul,  as 
far  as  the  fources  of  the  Ydria,  lay 
open  to  the  French.  While  the 
light  divifion  of  the  republican 
armv  advanced  on  the  borders  of 
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the  Adriatic,  the  left  wing,  under 
Joubert,  was  fealing  the  Tyrolian 
Alps. 

On  the  21ft  of  March,  this  ge¬ 
neral  attacked  the  Auftrians  under 
general  Laudohn  at  Lawis  ;  and, 
after  an  obftinate  conflict,  in  which 
they  made  four  thoufand  prifoners, 
feifed  the  bridge  of  Newmark,  in 
order  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
P  3  Auftrians 
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/tuftrians  to  Bolfano.  A  fecond 
bloody,  conflict  enfued  near  this 
town,  911  the  banks  of  the  Adige, 
which  ended  in  favour  of  the 
French,  who  took  pofleflion  of  the 
place,  while  Laudolm  effected  his 
further  retreat  to  Claufen,  among 
the  mountains,  which  prefent  at 
this  place  a  natural  and  almoft  im¬ 
pregnable  feries  of  fortifications, 
and  which  have  always  been  con- 
fide  red  as  the  moft  formidable  bul¬ 
warks  of  the  Auftrian  empire  on 
that  fide  of  the  Alps.  The  por¬ 
tion  which  the  Auftrian  general  had 
taken  would  have  fucceeded  fully 
to  his  expectations,  but  for  the 
daring  impetuofity  of  the  French. 
Aided  by  thefe  a! moft  inacceffible 
fortrefles,  the  Auftrians  met  then- 
attack,  and  broke  down  the  French 
columns  with  the  force  of  their 
artillerv ;  and  the  dav  would  have 
ended  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  aftail- 
ants,  had  not  fome  divifions  of  light 
infantry,  during  the  attack,  climbed 
with  infinite  difficulty  the  heights 
that  hung  over  the  left  of  the  Aul- 
trian  armv,  and  tearing  up  the 
rocks,  rolled  them  down  on  the 
enemy,  thus  giving  time  for  the 
columns  to  rally,  who  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  confufion  occa- 
fioned  by  this  ftrange  and  un¬ 
expected  manoeuvre.  The  Auf¬ 
trians  were  terrified  into  flight, 
and  left  all  their  artillery  and  1,500 
prifoners  more  behind  them. 
Laudohn  fearing,  that,  if  he  re¬ 
treated  in  the  direction  of  the 
mountains,  he  fhould  meet  with 
the  centre  divifion  under  Maflena, 
turned  his  army  towards  Xnfpruck, 
while  Joubert  marched  into  Brixpn, 
where  he  made  an  important  cap¬ 
ture  of  all  the  magazines  of  this 
divifion  of  the  Auftrian  armv. 

The  centre  of  the  republican 
army,  under  Maflena,  in  the  mean¬ 
while,  continued  the  purfuit  of 


the  centre  divifion  of  the  Auftrians, 
who  had  retreated  precipitately 
from  the  heights  of  Cadore,  on 
hearing  the  event  of  the  paflage  of 
the  Tagliamento.  This  river  Maf- 
fen  a  alfo  pafled  without  oppofition, 
but  nearer  its  four-ce,  and  met  with 
no  appearance  of  reftftance  till  he 
advanced  to  the  bridge  of  Cala-. 
Sola,  which  the  Auftrians  had  for¬ 
tified.  The  refiftance  was  fliort; 
the  French,  in  clofe  columns, 
forced  the  paflage,  and  continued 
the  purfuit  to  Fonteba,  a  little 
town  on  the  Fella,  and  which  be¬ 
longed  conjointly  to  the  emperor 
and  the  ftates  of  Venice.  From 
Ponteba,  general  Maflena  con¬ 
tinued  his  way  towards  the  banks 
of  the  Drave,  over  heights,  and 
along  roads,  which  were  almoft 
impaflabie,  till  he  came  to  Tar w is, 
among  the  Alps,  known  for  its 
iron  founderies,  and  alfo  for  being 
the  moft  elevated  town  in  Europe. 

The  right  wing  of  the  French 
armv,  which  had  routed  the  left 
divifion  of  the  Auftrians  under 
prince  Charles,  had  taken  poflef- 
fion  of  the  cities  of  Udine  and 
Palma-Nuova,  and  had  entered  on 
the  Auftrian  Frioul,  which  was 
left  to  its  own  defence,  having  no 
other  fortrefs  than  that  of  Gra- 
difea.  This  poll  was,  however, 
well  fortified  ;  and,  though  not 
capable  of  fupporting  a  long  fiege, 
was  fitted  to  retard,  at  lead  for 
fome  time,  the  march  of  the  in¬ 
vaders  ;  particularly  as  the  badnefs 
of  the  weather  co-oper3ted  with 
the  fortrefs  againft  them.  The 
Auftrians  had,  however,  mifcalcu- 
lated  with  refpeCt  to  the  mode  of 
attack.  The  French,  notwithftandr 
ing  the  (bowers  of  artillery,  took; 
the  advanced  works  with  their 
bayonets  in  open  day;  the  com¬ 
mander,  advifed  by  Bernadette 
that  the  fealing  ladders  were  on 
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the  point  of  being  applied,  and. 
that  he  could  no  longer  reflrain  the 
fury  of  his  foldiers,  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  ten  minutes  given  him 
by  the  French  general,  and  the 
garrifon  Turrendered  pri (oners  of 
war. 

The  French,  by  the  furrender 
of  this  place,  were  now  in  poficf- 
fion  of  all  the  Au (Irian  dominions 
between  the  Alps  and  the  Adriatic; 
and,  as  if  the  pofieffion  was  to 
have  been , permanent,  Buonaparte 
publiflied  at  Go.itz,  the  capital  of 
the  province  he  had  conquered,  a 
proclamation  to  the  inhabitants, 
infliiuting  a  provifionary  form  of 
government,  after  dilfolving  the 
former  adminiftrations ;  promifing 
to  the  people  not  only  protection 
to  their  perfons,  properties,  civil 
and  religious  inftitutions,  but  alfo 
the  reftoration  of  their  ancient 
rights  and  privileges ;  and  named 
fifteen  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
as  members  of  this  central  adnti- 
jniftration.  The  port  of  Triefle, 
and  the  country  lying  on  the 
Adriatic,  fubmitted  without  re- 
fi fiance  to  the  arms  of  the  re¬ 
public. 

General  Maflena  had  advanced 
acrofs  the  Alps  with  his  centre  di- 
vifion  to  the  tovyn  of  Tarwis,  when 
prince  Charles,  who  had  now  re¬ 
treated  to  Clagenfurt,  the  capital  of 
Carinthia,  detached  a  confiderable 
divifion  to  cover  the  retreat  of  a 
body  of  troops  that  were  efcaping 
from  general  Guieux,  and  to  op- 
pofe  his  further  progrefs.  Thefe 
divifions  met  on  the  heights  above 
Tarwis,  where  the  fnow  yet  lay 
fome  feet  thick  ;  and  a  fevere  con- 
tefl  took  place  in  this  pofition,  and 
ended  in  the  defeat  of  the  Aus¬ 
trians,  who  retreated  back  to  the 
head-quarters  at  Clagenfurt.  Ge¬ 
neral  Guieux,  in  the  mean  time, 
continued  the  purfuit  c-f  the  go- 


lumn  along  the  Lifonzo,  which  he 
had  previoufiv  defeated  at  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Butfero.  This  column  was 
compofed  of  troops  that  were  the 

flower  of  the  Aullrian  armv,  and 
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were  efcorting  the  heavy  artillery, 
and  almofl  all  the  baggage  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  archduke.  Toe  rear  of 
tins  column,  throwing  every  ob- 
flacle  in  the  way  of  the  French, 
retarded  their  march;  but,  being 
preffed  by  the  impetuofity  of  the 
purfuers,  they  halted  at  the  poll  of 
Chinze,  where  they  entrenched 
themfelves,  in  order  to  give  time 
for  the  elcort  to  proceed,  and 
waited  the  arrival  of  the  French r 
The  poft,  though  vigoroufiy  de¬ 
fended,  was  taken  by  a  (fault,  and 
the  whole  of  the  rear  made  pri- 
foners.  The  efcort  which  had 
efcaped  the  purfuit  of  Guieux, 
having  retreated  a  confiderable 
way  towards  Clagenfurt,  was  met 
in  its  way  by  general  Maffena,  who 
bad  defeended  the  mountains  of 
Tarwis,  and,  after  a  flight  con¬ 
flict,  were  made  prifoners  ;  and  the 
whole  of  the  convoy  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  French.  Bernadotte 
having  drawn  off  his  divifion  to 
the  right,  followed  the  courfe  of 
the  Save;  and,  having  taken  pof- 
felfion  of  Laubach,  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  the  remainder  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Carniola. 

General  Joubert,  with  the  left 
wing  of  the  French  armv,  was  (till 
entangled  among  the'TyroIian  Alps. 
Fie  had  purfued  General  JLaudohn 
in  his  retreat  towards  Infpruck  after 
the  battle  of  Brixeh;  but,  as  the 
continuance  of  this  purfuit  would 
have  interrupted  the  unity  of  the 
operations  of  the  French  army,  he 
returned  to  the  banks  of  the  Rienf, 
afeended  this  torrent  to  its  fource, 
and  crofted  the  fummits  of  thofe 
Alps  that  divide  the  dreams  which, 
flow  into  the  Adriatic  from  thofe 
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that  take  their  courfe  to  augment 
the  rivers  that  fwell  the  Black  Sea. 
Above  the  village  of  Innichin,  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  mountain, 
the  Drave  takes  its  fource;  from 
hence  Joubert  defcended  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  ftream  along  the  de¬ 
files,  where  an  inconfiderable  force 
might  have  arrefted  his  progrefs;  be¬ 
ing  obliged,  in  the  fpace  of  fifteen 
leagues  from  this  village  to  the  town 
of  Lintz,  to  crofs  fifteen  times  the 
river.  From  Lintz  he  continued, 
without  oppofition,  his  march 
along  the  Drave,  and  joined  the 
main  army  aflembled  at  Clagen- 
furt,  from  whence  prince  Charles, 
on  the  approach  of  the  French,  had 
made  his  further  retreat. 

The  French  army  was  now  in  the 
capital  of  Carinthia,  and  were  ma¬ 
ilers  of  the  greater  part  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  and  of  the  Tyrol,  of  Cana¬ 
da,  the  Frioul,  Ifiria,  and,  in  Ihort, 
of  all  the  territory  from  the  fea  to 
the  country  over  which  they  ha<l 
marched,  and  almoft  in  the  heart 
of  the  Aufirian  dominions.  At 
Clagenfurt,  Buonaparte  publiflied 
another  proclamation  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Carinthia,  as  he  had  be¬ 
fore  done  to  thofe  of  Goritia.  He 
informed  them,  that  his  prefent  ap¬ 
pearance  amongft  them  was  the  act 
of  the  court  of  Vienna;  the  mini- 
ilers  of  which  had  betrayed  the  em¬ 
pire,  by  obftinately  refuting  to  hear 
of  any  propofitions  of  peace,  or  to 
acknowledge  the  exiftence  of  the 
French  republic. 

Fie  declared  to  them,  that  the 
price  of  their  neutrality  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  contefl  fhould  be  an  exemption 
from  all  contribution;  and  that  the 
taxes  which  they  paid  to  the  empe¬ 
ror  fhould  be  collected  only  to  pay 
for  the  pro vi lions,  and  repair  the 
damages  neceffarily  attendant  on 
she  march  of  an  army. 

Previous  to  the  publication  of 


this  proclamation,  Buonaparte,  who^ 
in  a  campaign  of  about  twenty 
days,  had  defeated  the  Auftrians  in 
ten  pitched  battles,  had  fcalcd 
mountains  that  were  deemed  almoft: 
inaqcelfible,  who  had  reduced  the 
army  of  his  retreating  enemy  to  half 
its  original  number,  and  was  now 
within  a  few  days  march  of  the  feat 
of  empire,  wrote  to  the  archduke, 
exhorting  him,  by  divers  confidera- 
tions,  to  refiedt  on  the  circum- 
flances  in  which  thev  were  mutual- 
ly  placed,  and  to  interpofe  his  in¬ 
fluence  to  determine  the  cabinet  of 
Vienna  to  put  an  end  to  the  horrors 
of  war,  and  the  further  effufion  of 
blood. 

Theanfwerof  the  archduke  wa£ 
cool  and  unconciliating.  He  ob- 
ferved  that  it  was  not  his  bufinefs 
to  examine  into  the  caufes,  nor  to 
feek  to  end  the  quarrels  of  bellige¬ 
rent  nations;  and  that  not  being 
authorifed  by  the  emperor  to  enter 
into  any  tteatv,  that  Buonaparte 
mull  not  deem  it  unreafonable  if 
he  fiiould  decline  entering  with  him 
into  any  negotiation,  for  which  he 
mufl  wait  for  fuperior  orders  ;  as 
the  objedt  was  of  high  importance, 
and  not  within  the  reach  of  his  in- 
flrudlions. 

It  was  evident  from  this  anfvver, 
that  the  court  of  Vienna  entertain¬ 
ed  hope  of  extricating  itfelf  from 
the  danger  which  feemed  to  menace 
it  from  the  approach  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  armies.  The  archduke  had 
taken  his  portions  between  Judem- 
burg  and  Newmark,  waiting  the 
arrival  of  frelh  troops.  The  citv 
of  Vienna,  in  the  mean  while,  was 
thrown  into  great  conllernation. 
The  dread  of  feeing  the  French 
under  the  walls  of  Vienna  had  led 
the  government  to  the  refolution  of 
arming  the  people  in  a  mafs.  Some 
thou  fan  ds  of  workmen  were  em- 
p  ioy  e  d  i  n  ra  i  fi  n  g  n  e  w  w  0  r  k  s  arc  u  11  d 
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the  city.  The  merchants,  and  the 
fludents  of  the  univerfity,  formed 
themfelves  into  companies ;  the 
peafants  poured  in  from  various 
quarters  to  enroll  themfelves ;  the 
princes  and  nobility  took  arms, yind 
mingled  their  names  with  thofe  of 
the  common  people;  and  the  court, 
by  condefcending  proclamations, 
exerted  themfelves  to  animate  the 
multitude  to  take  an  aftive  part  in 
the  common  caufe. 

Notwithllanding  the  confidence 
which  the  government  had  in  the 
valour  or  good  difpofition  of  its 
untrained  fubjefts,  the  people  had 
jiot  the  lame  affurance.  The  bank 
of  Vienna  was  obliged  to  fufpend 
its  payments,  not  being  able  to  an- 
fwejf  the  demands  of  thofe  who 
thought  their  money  infecure.  Mea- 
fures  were  taken  to  flop  the  emi¬ 
gration  of  the  rich  inhabitants,  as 
well  as  to  prevent  the  too  great  af¬ 
fluence  of  people  from  the  invaded 
provinces.  Foreigners  of  every  age 
and  fex  were  ordered  to  leave  Vien¬ 
na  in  the  fpace  of  three  days;  and 
though  the  government  endeavour¬ 
ed  by  its  ed i efts  to  infpire  confidence, 
precautions  were  taken  to  remove 
the  treafure  and  precious  effects  of 
the  ftate  into  Hungary,  to  diminifli, 
at  leaft,  the  fpoils,  if  they  could  not 
prevent  the  triumph,  of  the  con¬ 
queror. 

Buonaparte  finding  that  the  ca¬ 
binet  would  liften  to  no  conciliat¬ 
ing  meafures,  ordered  his  army  to 
advance.  The  van  of  the  Auftrian 
army,  Itronglv  polled  at  Freifach, 
was  attacked  bv  the  divifion  under 
JVIaffena,  and  driven  from  their  en¬ 
trenchments  bv  the  bavonet.  This 
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corps  had  been  reinforced  by  eight 
batailions  of  grenadiers  who  had 
been  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Kehl, 
and  great  reliance  was  placed  on 
their  exertions.  This  reinforce¬ 
ment  retarded  fora  while  the  pro- 


grefs  of  Maffena’s  diviGon;  but  the 
French  infantry  having  taken  them 
in  flank,  they  were  compelled  to 
fall  back  on  the  main  army,  which 
retreated  beyond  the  Murh,  and 
left  the  French  in  poffeflion  of  New- 
mark  and  Jtidemburg.  By  thefe 
means  the  junction  with  the  main 
army  of  Laudohn’s  divifion,  which 
had  marched  with  rapidity  from 
Infpruek  acrofs  the  mountains, 
from  the  Inn  to  the  Murh,  which 
was  the  great  obi  eft  of  the  precipi¬ 
tate  march  of  the  French,  was  alto¬ 
gether  defeated. 

I n  order  to  favour  this  junftion, 
prince  Charles  had  fent  to  Buona¬ 
parte,-  a  few  hours  after  having  re¬ 
jected  his  pacific  overtures,  to  de¬ 
mand,  for  a  fhort  interval,  a  fuff 
penfion  of  arms:  this  firatagein 
was  too  evident ;  no  event  having 
taken  place,  fince  their  previous 
correfpondence,  likely  to  occafioii 
any  change  in  the  archduke’s 
mind  towards  peace  ;  and,  as  his 
converfion  was  jw fitly  fufpefted,  his 
demand  was  peremptorily  refufed. 

The  continued  victorious  march 
of  the  French  army,  and  their  ar¬ 
rival  in  the  Murh,  within  as  fhort  a 
enhance  from  Vienna,  as  the  united 
armies  of  Prufiia  and  Auftria  had 
been  in  the  campaign  of  179?, 
from  Paris,  awoke,  at  length,  the 
fears  of  the  Imperial  cabinet,  and 
led  it  to  take  into  confideration  the 
letter  which  Buonaparte  had  writ¬ 
ten  to  the  archduke  from  Clagen- 
furt.  The  refult  of  this  d:  libera¬ 
tion  was,  the  difoatching  the  count 
de  Bellegarde  and  general  Morveld 
to  Buonaparte,  to  requeft,  formally, 
a  fufpenfion  of  arms. 

The  note  remitted  bv  thefe  ne- 
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gotiators  contained,  in  fubffance, 
that  the  emperor,  having  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  to  fee  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  hoftilities,  which  had  fa 
long  defolated  both  countries,  and 
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bavins;  clulv  confidered  the  letter 
which  the  French  general  had  ad- 
d  re  Red  to  the  archduke  from  Cla- 
genfurt,  had  fent  them  to  confer 
with  him  on  the  fubject  ;  and,  in 
order  to  attain  the  defirable  end  of 
finilhing,  in  the  fpeedSeft  manner, 
that  difaftrous  war,  and  to  obviate 
the  delavs  and  obffiades  which  a 

j  & 

continuance  of  botlilities  might  put 
on  the  negotiations,  they  requefted, 
on  the  part  of  the  archduke,  an 
armifrice  of  ten  days.  Buonaparte, 
in  anfwer  to  this  note,  obferved, 
that  in  the  fit  nation  in  which  the 
two  armies  then  were,  a  fufpenfion 
of  arms  could  not  but  be  difadvan- 
tageous.  to  the  French  ;  but,  fince 
this  fufpenfion  was  an  opening  to 
peace,  lb  defirable  and  fo.pecefTary 
to  both  nations,  he  acceded  to  the 
archduke’s  requeft.  Fie  reminded 
thole  negotiators,  that  the  Fsencli 
republic  had  often  manifefied  thefe 
pacific  difpofitions  towards  the  em¬ 
peror,  and  expretfed  his  hope  that 
peace  would  be  the  immediate  re- 
fult  of  this  fnfpenfion,  the  term  of 
which  he  limited  to  ten  days:  the 
conditions  were,  the  polfelfion  of 
the  fortreF  of  Gratz,  JLeoben,  and 
other  polls  on  the  frontiers  of  Hun¬ 
gary,  and  from  thence  to  the  Adria¬ 
tic,  which  would  have  greatly 
flrengthened  his  pofition,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  objefil  of  his  march,  if 
the  negotiation,  during  the  fufpen¬ 
lion,  had  not  fpcceeded. 

Although  Buonaparte  had  hither¬ 
to  purfued  through  Italy  and  Ger¬ 
many  an  army  of  fugitives,  and  al¬ 
though  he  was  within  a  few  days 
march  of  Vienna,  and  probably  on 
the  point  of  overturning  the  Impe¬ 
rial  throne,  which  had  fo  long 
ruled,  or  balanced  the  defiinies  of 
Europe,  yet  he  could  not  diflemble 
to  him  faff  the  extreme  difficulties, 
if  not  imminent  dangers,  to  which 
be  was  expofed.  His  rapid, marches. 


acrofs  ravines  and  precipices,  and 
over  mountains,  where  no  traces  of 
roads  exifted,  had  compelled  him 
to  leave  behind  the  greater  part 
of  his  heavy  artillery  ;  while  his 
army,  from  the  rigours  of  the 
feafon,  and  the  eonftant  Rate  of 
action  in  which  they  had  been  kept, 
had  very  fenfibly  diminiihed;  and 
though  the  remainder  preferved  to 
the  laft  the  fame  courage  and  ar¬ 
dour,  yet  they  were  infufbcient  to 
preferve  the  vaft  extent  of  country 
which  they  had  conquered;  and  the 
pofitions  which  he  had  taken,  though 
highly  favourable  for  further  con- 
quefl,  had  he  been  fufficiently  re¬ 
inforced,  were  no  lefs  fitted  for;  the 
operations  of  the  enemy,  which  he 
conceived  he  had  left  behind  him 
in  the  Hates  of  Venice. 

To  reach  Vienna  by  the  fpeedielf 
direction,  the  French  army  had  to 
pafs  the  mountains  of  Styria,  which 
rife  for  a  long  extent  from  the 
Murh,  almoft  within  fight  of  this 
feat  of  empire.  Thefe  mountains, 
eafily  defended  by  the  retreating 
army,  and  the  fuceours  which 
were  pouring  in  from  all  quarters, 
would  have  rendered  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult  the  remainder  of  his  march. 
Thefe  difficulties  might  have  been 
obviated,  by  his  taking  a  direction 
towards  the  Danube,  by  croffing 
over  from  the  Murh  to  the  Ems, 
along  the  banks  of  which  his  army 
would  have  found  an  eafier  mode 
of  arriving  at  the  end  of  their  ex¬ 
pedition  ;  but  the  circuit  was  too 
long,  and  the  army  was  too  much 
diminiihed,  to  fuffer  fuch  a  dif- 
memberment  of  it  as  would  be  ne- 
ceffiary  to  keep  up  its  communica¬ 
tions  with  Italy.  The  dangers 
arifing  from  the  enemv  before  him 
had  been  well  weighed  by  Buona¬ 
parte.  By  daring  courage,  and  the 
boldefi  efforts,  he  had,  in  the  fpace 
of  a  month,  led  his  army  to  coq- 

quefis, 
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quefts,  which  the  mqft  ardent  ima¬ 
gination  had  fcarce  ventured  to 
contemplate  ;  but  he  made  no  cal¬ 
culations,  on  the  outlet  of  his  ex¬ 
pedition,  for  other  enemies  than 
thofe  with  whom  he  was  in  open 
hpftility,  and  therefore  had  not 
provided  'refources  again  ft.  them. 


In  accepting,  therefore,  the  offers 
of  the  armiftice,  and  in  lignin?', 
within  the  li mited  time,  the  pre-» 
liminaries  of  peace,  Buonaparte 
gave,  perhaps,  as  folid  a  proof  of 
his  talents  as  a  ftatefman,  as  he 
had  hitherto  done  of  his  valour  as 
a  foldier. 
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the  Aufrians ,  and  Capture  of  the  Fort  of  Kehl,  the  mo  ft  brilliant  A  Pi  on  cf 
the  German  IF ar .  Preparations  for  the  Invafon  of  Germany.  Arrival  of 
the  JSJetvs  of  the  Preliminaries  of  Peace  to  the  Armies  on  the  Rhine ,  Senti¬ 
ments  of  the  different  Parties  at  Paris  refpe fling  the  Peace.  Caufcs  cf  the 
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Retaking  of  Verona  by  Augereau.  Laitdohtf s  March  f  cm  the  Tyrol. 
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the  French  to  Venice.  Declaration  of  FFar.  Annihilation  af  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Fenice,  and  Fjcape  of  the  Patricians.  Provijtonary  Government. 
The  Arfenaf  the  Fleet ,  and  Stores.  Fenet'an  Iftands  in  the  Adriatic  an  l 
Archipelago  made  French  Departments .  R  e  fief  lions  on  the  Fate  nf  the. 

Fenetian  Government.  Formation  cf  the  Cif alpine  Republic.  c  •  v.unt 
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creafng  Df contents  of  the  popular  Party.  General  Ik  fur  reel  ion  of  the 
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WHILST  thefe  preliminaries 
were  the  fubjedls  of  difeuf- 
fion  between  the  archduke  and  .Buo¬ 
naparte,  the  Imperial  and  French  ar¬ 
mies  had  begun  holti litres -on  the 
Rhine.  Rach  of  thefe  armies  had 


been  confiderablv  weakened  by  the 
divinons  which  had  been  drawn  off 
to  recruit  the  armies  of  Italy,  which 
had  been  in  continued  act , on  during 
the  winter;  whilft,  according  to 
convention,  though  but  ill  ob- 

ferved, 
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ferved,  the  northern  armies  had 
been  in  cantonments  during  the  ri¬ 
gour  of  that  feafon.  The  return 
of  Laudohn  into  the  Tyro],  the 
march  of  Aivinzi  bv  Finma  and 

J 

Trie  lie,  and  the  hoftile  prepara¬ 
tions  making  by  the  Venetians, 
each  of  which  movements  menaced 
with  danger  the  army  of  Buona¬ 
parte,  then  entangled  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Styria,  and  which  had  in¬ 
fluenced  him  to  fign  the  prelimi¬ 
naries  of  peace,  led  the  directory 
alfo  to  order  the  French  generals 
Hoche  and  Moreau  to  make  the 
moft  rapid  movements,  and  pafs, 
with  their  refpective  armies,  into 
the  circles  of  Franconia  and  Sua- 
bia,  to  caufe  a  diverfion  of  the 
Auftrian  armies,  or  form  a  jundtion 
with  Buonaparte. 

The  right  and  centre  of  the  armv 
of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  under 
General  Hoche,  extended  from 
Kreutznuch  in  the  Palatinate,  along 
the  Rhine,  to  Duffeldorf.  The 
left  wing  was  cantoned  in  the  du¬ 
chy  of  Berg,  on  the  right  of  that 
river.  The  Auftrian  armv  had 
taken  their  portions  between  the 
Sieg  and  the  Lahn  ;  but,  finding 
themfeives  too  weak  to  hazard  the 
event  of  a  battle  on  thofe  plains, 
they  withdrew  from  thence,  and 
took  their  former  politico  behind 
the  formidable  entrenchments  of 
the  Lahn,  fending  back  their  bag¬ 
gage  and  heavy  artillery  towards 
Frankfort,  together  with  every  thing 
that  might  retard  their  march,  if 
circuniftances  fhould  again  compel 
them  to  make  a  retreat  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  laft  campaign. 

The  retreat  of  the  Auftrians  be¬ 
yond  the  Lahn  enabled  the  various 
divifions  of  the  French  army  to 
pafs  the  Rhine  without  obftacle. 
Here  they  found  the  Auftrians 
ftronglv  entrenched  and  fortified 
on  both  Links  of  the  Lahn  ;  but 


as  general  Wernecht,  the  comman¬ 
der  in  chief  of  the  Auftrian  forces, 
felt  that  his  army  was  not  equal  to 
a  long  or  vigorous  refiftance,  he 
demanded  a  further  prolongation 
of  the  armiftice,  under  pretence 
that  preliminaries  of  peace  had  been 
figned  ;  but,  as  he  refufed  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  conditions  which  ge¬ 
neral  Hoche  exacted,  which  were, 
the  delivery  of  the  fortrefs  of  Eh- 
renbreitftein,  and  the  redoubts  of 
the  Lahn,  the  negotiation  dropped, 
and  the  two  armies  prepared  for  ac¬ 
tion.  The  attack  began  with  a 
brifk  cannonade.  The  whole  of 
the  French  line  was  foon  in  mo¬ 
tion  ;  the  infantry,  fupported  by 
the  fire  of  the  light  artillery,  and 
by  the  hufiars  and  light  dragoons, 
poured  down,  with  their  ufual  ve¬ 
locity,  on  the  Auftrian  entrench¬ 
ments.  The  centre  of  the  line  of 
redoubts  was  carried  by  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief.  Lefevre,  who  led 
on  the  right  wing  of  the  French, 
broke  through  the  left  of  the  Im- 
perialifts,  whilft  the  right  fled  be¬ 
fore  general  Championet,  who 
commanded  the  left  wing  of  the 
French  army. 

The  Auftrian  general,  during  the 
night,  retreated  beyond  the  Lahn, 
leaving  behind  him  the  artillery  of 
his  redoubts,  and  4000  prisoners. 
The  French  continued  the  purluit, 
and  came  up  with  the  Auftrians  at 
Ukerath  and  Altenkirchen,  where 
they  had  taken  ftrong  pofitions. 
The  Auftrians  were  again  routed, 
with  confiderable  lofs,  by  the  di- 
vifion  under  general  Lefevre ;  whilft 
general  Ney  marched  rapidly  to 
JDiedorfF,  where  he  found  the  re- 
ferve  of  the  Auftrian  armv,  con¬ 
fiding  of  6,000  men,  whofe  attack 
he  fuftained  with  a  divifion  of  500 
hufiars  till  the  infantry  came  up, 
when  he  drove  them  from  their 
pofitions  with  c o fid er able  lots. 

The 
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The  left  of  the  French  arm  v  crofted 
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the  Upper  Lahn,  and  took  pof- 
feftion  of  Wetzlaar  ;  and,  forcing 
the  Auftrians  to  crofs  the  Nidda, 
purfued  them  to  the  gates  of  Frank¬ 
fort. 

In  the  mean  while,  general  Mo¬ 
reau,  who  commanded  the  army 
of  the  Rhine  and  Mofelle,  which 
was  cantoned  along  the  Rhine, 
from  the  lines  of  Weifiemburs:  to 
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Huningue,  made  preparations  to 
crofs  this  river  at  Straftmrg.  The 
want  of  machinery  to  put  this  pro¬ 
ject  in  execution  was  in  feme  mea- 
fure  compenfated  by  the  decreafe 
of  the  waters,  which  permitted  the 
French  to  make  two  bridges  from 
the  main  laud  to  a  part  of  the 
iflands  in  the  Rhine;  and  other 
parts  of  the  river  were  fordable, 
.from  Brifach  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Murg.  The  centre  of  the  army, 
Rationed  at  Stralburgh  under  ge¬ 
neral  Duhem,  were  ordered  to 
make  the  firft  real  efforts,  whilft 
falfe  attacks  were  made,  in  various 
places,  to  divert  the  attention  of 
the  Auftrians.  At  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Ill,  in  fight  of  the  op- 
pofing  army,  were  moored  the 
little  fleet,  made  up  of  the  boats 
which  had  previoufly  been  put  in 
requisition.  Part  of  this  divifion, 
notwithftandinp  the  heavy  fire  from 
the  oppofite  fide,  made  good  their 
landing;  and,  having  taken  poi- 
feflion  of  an  ifland  from  which  they 
had  driven  the  Auftrians,  lent  back 
their  boats  to  bring  over  the  re¬ 
mainder.  During  this  manoeuvre, 
the  French,  expofed  to  the  Auf- 
trian  artillery,  loft  confiderabie 
numbers  ;  but  General  Vandamme 
fucceeded  in  keeping  his  pofition, 
on  the  banks,  till  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  had  landed,  who  were 
immediately  formed  into  columns, 
and  led  on  by  general  Duhem  to 
the  attack  of  the  village  of  Dier- 


fheim,  where  the  Auftrians  had 
aftembled  their  forces.  In  this  at¬ 
tack  they  fucceeded,  after  a  long 
and  bloody  conflict  ;  but  which 
gave  time  for  the  landing  of  the 
remainder  of  the  infantry,  which 
was  not  completed  till  near  noon. 
To  protect  the  cavalry  and  light 
artillery,  which  had  not  yet  crolfed 
the  river,  the  French  army  took 
fuch  pofitions  as  prevented  the 
Auftrians  from  offering  any  confi¬ 
derabie  refiftance  to  their  paftage. 

In  the  mean  while  the  body  of 
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troops,  with  which  the  French  had 
been  engaged,  were  reinforced  by 
divifions  which  had  marched  from 
their  cantonments  at  Offenburgand 
Stolnoifen,  and  which  gave  the 
Auftrians  a  confiderabie  fuperio- 
rity.  Thus  augmented,  they  at¬ 
tacked  with  lo  much  impetuofity 
the  village  of  Dierfheim,  from 
which  they  had  been  diflodged,  and 
which  was  occupied  bv  the  centre 
of  the  French  divifion,  that  the 
village  was  in  great  part  deftroyed. 
The  entrenchments,  which  general 
Defaix  had  haflily  thrown  up,  were 
for  fome  time  in  the  power  of  the 
aflailants,  who  were  not  repulled 
till  after  a  defperate  and  moft  bloody 
conflidl. 

Night  feparated  the  combatants ; 
during  which  time,  the  bridge  be¬ 
ing  finilhed,  the  greater  part  of 
the  French  cavalry  and  artillery 
efredred  their  paftage,  and  the  Auf¬ 
trians  alfo  received  further  rein¬ 
forcements.  The  attack  began 
again  on  the  part  of  the  Auftrians, 
who  diredfed  their  forces,  as  on 
the  preceding  day,  ngainft:  Dierf¬ 
heim,  Their  artillery  had  filenced 
that  of  the  French  ;  when  the  Aui- 
frian  general,  taking  advantage  of 
this  fuccefs,  attacked  the  village 
with  the  main  body  of  his  infan- 
trv,  and  made  confiderabie  havoc 
amougft  the  French,  notwithftand* 


S3&  BRITIS 

ing  the  manoeuvre  of  general 
d’Avoud,  who  had  braved  the 
fire  of  the  Andrian  artillery,  and 
thrown  Limfelf,  with  his  divifion, 
confiding  of  two  half  brigades,  on 
their  left  dank.  The  French,  though 
compelled  to  give  way  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  part  of  the  day,  having  re¬ 
ceived  a  reinforcement  by  the  paf- 
f,.ge  of  the  remainder  of  their  ca¬ 
valry  and  artillery,  formed  them- 
feives  in  line  of  battle  between  the 
villages  of  Dierfheim  and  Honnau, 
and  began  to  act  offenfively  in 
their  turn.  The  centre,  com¬ 
manded  by  Vandamme,  were  or¬ 
dered  to  take  poflcffion  of  the  vil¬ 
lages  of  Lientz  and  Hobine,  and 
diflodge  the  Andrians  ;  the  right, 
under  general  Dufour,  to  feife  on 
fort  Kehl,  and'  throw  themfelves 
on  the  banks  of  the  Kintfing;  and 
the  left  to  attack  the  oppofmg  wing 
of  the  Imperial  army.  The  com¬ 
bat  was  not  of  Ions,  duration.  The 
Andrians,  weakened  by  the  con¬ 
flicts  of  that  and  the  preceding  clay, 
and  di (heartened  at  the  enterprise 
of  the  French,  fled  before  the 
charge  of  the  bayonet,  and  left  the 
republicans  maders  of  their  whole 
park  of  artillery  of  Kehl,  and  the 
furrounding  pods  and  villages.  Be¬ 
tween  4  and  5,000  prifoners  fell  in¬ 
to  their  hands,  among  whom  were 
Several  officers  of  rank,  and  great 
lumbers  were  killed  on  both 
deles.  The  French  army  conti¬ 
nued  the  purfuit  of  the  Imperial- 
ids  who  were  retreating  towards 
the  Danube,  and  were  again  be¬ 
ginning  their  march  into  Ger¬ 
many,  when  news  arrived  of  the 
dgning  of  the  preliminaries  of 
peace  by  the  archduke  and  Buona¬ 
parte. 

The  paiTage  of  the  Rhine,  in  the 
face  of  the  imperial  army,  was  the 
lad  . exploit  of  the  French  durum 
this  dedr  u  dive  campaign,  and 
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added  another  didinguiflied  laurel 
to  thofe  which  Moreau  had  ga¬ 
thered  from  his  retreat  through 
Germany  the  preceding  bummer. 
The  news  of  peace  reached  alfo 
the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,- 
whild  they  Were  engaged  before  the 
gates  of  Frankfort,  which  general 
Wernecht  was  defending  in  vain. 
The  grateful  found  was  proclaimed 
in  the  midd  of  the  feene  of  car¬ 
nage  :  the  roar  of  the  cannon-  was 
interrupted  by  cries  of  tumul¬ 
tuous  joy  \  and  the  contending  ar¬ 
mies,  both  officers  and  men,  throw¬ 
ing  a  fide  the  blood-dained  ■  wea¬ 
pons,  threw  themfelves  into  each 
other’s  arms,  and  forgot  the  fe¬ 
rocity  of  the  foldier  in  the  embrace 
of  friendfhip  and  of  peace. 

The  fignature  of  the  prelimina¬ 
ries  of  peace  diffufed  a  general  joy 
throughout  France.  The  extent 
of  the  preliminaries  was  at  fird  lit¬ 
tle  known.  The  diredtory,  in  their 
medageto  the  councils,  and  in  their 
fpeeches  to  the  officers  who  prefent- 
ed  them  with  the  various  trophies 
of  viedory  which  the  armies  had  ga¬ 
thered  in  the  courfe  of  this  fbort 
campaign,  gave  no  further  infor¬ 
mation  on  thefubjecd  than,  that  the 
bads  of  the  preliminaries  was  the 
renunciation  of  the  Belgic  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  the  formation  of  a  re¬ 
public  in  Lombardy*  Uncertain¬ 
ty  refpedting  the  extent  of  the  cam- 
pen  fat  ion  to  be  granted  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  and  the  limits  of  the  new 
Italian  republic,  had  caufed  fome 
inquietudes  refpedfing  the  definR 
tive  fettiement.  Some  were  loud 
in  their  expreffions  of  regret  that 
Buonaparte  had  not  delayed  figning 
them  till  he  reached  Vienna  ;  the 
greater  number  were  thankful  that 
peace  was,  redored  in  any  diape  5 
but  when  the  circumdances attend¬ 
ing  the  preliminary  pacification 

were  known,  and  the  imminent 

/ 

danger 


FOREIGN  HI5TOR  Y. 


2  39 


danger  into  which  a  further  delay 
on  the  part  of  Buonaparte  would 
have  led  his  army,  the  murmurs 
were  turned  into  approbation. 

The  French  commander  had  no 
fooner  terminated  the  conte ft  with 
the  emperor,  than  he  bent  his  views 
to  the  opulent  but  defencelefs  Bate 
of  Venice- — a  defign,  to  which 
(from  the  nature  of  the  treaty  after¬ 
wards  figned  between  the  two 
powers)  it  is  probable  the  court  of 
Vienna  did  not  objefl.  To  give  a 
colour  to  this  proceeding,  the 
French  allege,  that,  during  the 
whole  of  the  conteft,  the  Venetian 
government  evinced  a  manifeft  par¬ 
tiality  to  the  caufe  of  the  coalition. 

The  only  power  in  Europe 
(fay  they)  of  -which  Venice  had 
any  real  dread  was  the  honfe  of 
Auftria.  The  wary  policy  or  the 
fenate,  which  had  balanced  the  pre¬ 
tentions  of  everv  other  ftate,  could 
not  keep  them  fecure  from  the  en¬ 
croaching  ambition  of  the  late  em¬ 


peror  foieph  the  fecond,  who  was 
engaged  with  their  government  in 
a  negotiation  for  certain  exchanges 
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of  territory,  which,  from  the  im- 
perioufnefs  of  the  demand,  and  the 
peremptorinefs  of  the  refufa-1,  had 
worn  much  the  appearance  of  ap¬ 
proaching  hoftiiities  when  the  event 
of  the  French  revolution  took  ulace. 
This  event,  which  interefted  the 
emperor  of  Germany  more  than 
anv  other  power,  in  Europe,  and  the 
effects  of  which  were  immediately 
felt  by  him  in  the  Low  Countries, 
which  broke  Gut  into  open  revolt 
fome  months  after,  had  removed 
all  dread  of  further  claims  on  Ve¬ 
nice,  either  from  himfeif  whilft 
he  lived,  or  from  his  lucceftbrs ; 
and  the  fenate  might  have  taken 
the  opportunity  of  crufhing  thefe 
pretenfions  altogether  by  ftrength- 
ening  its  alliance  with  France, 
which,  at  that  period,  might  have 


been  effected  without  anv  fa  orifice, 
had  it  not  been  perfuaded  that 
France  would  be  crushed  by  the 
coalition  which  was  then  forming 
agaihft  it.  This  perfuafion  conti¬ 
nued  to  guide  the  politics  of  the  fe¬ 
nate  after  Buonaparte  had  fcaled 
the  Alps ;  but  this  policy  became 
more  complicated  in  proportion  as 
the  French  army  drew  nearer  to 
their  Bates.  The  rapid  luccefTes 
whic  h  attended  the  French  on  their 
firft  entrance  into  Italy  was  no  fie- 
curity  for  their  continuance;  the 
ferrate  was  well  inftru&ed,  that  in 
the  various  eruptions  of  this  kind 
thofe  early  victories  had  been  fol¬ 
lowed  by  entire  defeats  ;  and,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  little  doubt  was  enter¬ 
tained,  but  that  the  revolutionary 
torrent  defceuding  from  the  Alps 
would  diffipate  and  fink  away  in 
the  plains  of  Lombardy. 

“  An  adherence  to  the  coalition 
(they  add),  notwithftanding  the  in- 
vailon  of  Italy,  was  judged  to  be 
the  fafeft  policy.  When  marflial 
Beaulieu  Bed  from  the  French,  in 
the  campaign,  of  1796,  he  found 
refuge  in  the  Venetian  ftates,  which 
openly  proteffed  him,  and  fu  if e red 
him,  without  remonftrante,  to  take 
pofiefnon  of  the  important  fortrefs 
of  Pefchiera,  built  on  the  lake  of 
Guarda.  Buonaparte,  at  that  pe-* 
riod,  without  making  any  remon- 
ftrances  on  his  part,  advifed  the  fe¬ 
nate,  that  ft  nee  they  permitted  the 
violation  of  their  territory  without 
coinplaint  or  refiftance  on  the  part 
of  the  Auftrians,  he  fh-ould  pnrlue' 
his  enemy  wherever  he  could-  find 
them  ;  and  informed  the  fenate* 
that  the  ties  of  long  friendfhip 
which  had  fubfifted  between  the 
two  countries  would  lead  the 
French  armies  to  maintain  the.  moft 
exafl  difcipline,  and  pay  every  due 
refpeft  to  the  laws  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country , 
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“  The  neighbourhood  of  a  revo¬ 
lutionary  army,  and  a  fwarm  of 
new  republics  which  was  hovering 
every  where  in  the  north  of  Italy, 
around  it,  had  more  weight  with 
this  warv  fenate  than  the  afturanc.es 
of  the  French  general.  The  fron¬ 
tiers  of  the  Venetian  republic  be¬ 
came  now  the  principal  feat  of  war. 
The  Adige,  like  the  Rhine,  often 
flowed  with  the  blood  of  the  con¬ 
tending  armies.  The  Venetian  for- 
treftes  often  changed  mailers.  Parts 
ef  its  territory,  fuch  as  the  town  of 
Brefcia,  fit ua ted  on  the  limits  of  the 
Milanefe,  declared  its  indepen¬ 
dence,  and  in  no  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  lving  around  Mantua  and.  the 
Adige  was  the  government  of  Ve¬ 
nice  refpedted. 

“The  contending;  armies  conti- 
nued  therefore  to  keep  pofteftion  of 
the  Venetian  territory,  as  if  it  be¬ 
longed  refpedlivel v  to  themfelves, 
retiring  or  advancing,  according  to 
the  circuraflances  of  conqueft  or 
defeat ;  whilft  the  government  con¬ 
tinued,  in  appearance,  a  calm  fpec- 
tator  of  the  conteft,  making  oniv  a 
flight  provifion  for  its  own  fecuri- 
ty,  by  placing  an  army  of  Sclavo- 
nians,  of  twelve  or  fifteen  thoufand 
men,  in  the  Laguner,  fo  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  contending  parties  from 
approaching  too  near  the  feat  of 
government.  The  facceffiye  de¬ 
feats  of  the  Auftrian  armies  before 
Mantua  had  begun  to  awaken  the 
fenate  from  its  dream  of  the  even¬ 
tual  fuccefs  of  the  coalition;  and 
the  fear  of  the  emperor's  power 
gave  vvay  to  a  terror  of  another 
kind,  that  of  the  revolutionary  tor¬ 
rent,  which,  inftead  of  diffipating 
itfelf  as  they  imagined,  had  now 
fwollen  into  a  mightv  river,  in¬ 
creased  as  it  had  been  in  its, paflage 
through  Italy  by  the  multitude  of 


tributary  or  auxiliary  ftreams.  The 
fenate  had  difeovered  that  Buona¬ 
parte  was  not  the  dupe  of  their  pro- 
feflions  or  their  policy*  and  they 
conjectured,  probably,  that  the  day 
of  explanation  was  deferred  only 
on  account  of  the  prefent  fituation 
of  the  French  and  Auftrian  armies. 
The  diftant  danger  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  the  empire  was  fo  in- 
con  fid  era  ble,  compared  with  the 
imminent  deftruCtion  which  threat¬ 
ened  the  remaining  defpotie  govern¬ 
ments  of  Italy  from  the  progrefs 
of  the  revolutionary  fpirit,  that  the 
fenate  had  no  other  alternative  than 
the  choice  of  the  moft  prudent 
means  of  fubduing  it,  and  preferv- 
ing  their  own  power,  in  feifing  on 
fome  favourable  opportunity  of 
joining  their  forces  with  thofe  of 
the  emperor,  for  the  deftruftion  of 
the  invaders.  The  retreat  of  the 
archduke,  and  the  march  of  the 
the  French  towards  the  capital  of 
the  Auftrian  dominions,  feemed  to 
be  the  favourable  moment  when, 
without  rills  or  danger,  the  fenate, 
by  co-operating  with  the  Imperial 
forces,  might  ftrike  a  decifive  blow, 
and  infure  the  continuance  of  their 
authority,  not  more  bv  the  exter- 
mination  of  the  French,  than  by 
conciliating  the  favour  of  the  em¬ 
peror  by  the  importance  of  the  fer- 
vices  it  Hi  oil  Id  render.  It  was  ne- 
.verthelels  prudent  to  diflemble; 
but  whilft  the  members  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  continued  their  ufual 
marks  of  relpedt  and  neutrality, 
their  emiflaries  were  employed  in 
•everv  part  of  the  republic  in  excit¬ 
ing  the  people  to  take  arms  again  ft 
the  French,  whom  they  reprefen  ted 
as  bands  of  alfaftins  *,  whole  ob* 
ject  was  general  in  aft  acre  and 
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“  Buonaparte  was  neverthelefs 
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Well  informed  of  the  perfidious  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  fenate,  but  hoped 
that  the  forces  he  had  left  in  Lom¬ 
bardy,  under  general  Augerau, 
would  be  futficient  to  overawe  the 
Venetian  government,  and  prevent 
open  hod.ilities  from  taking  place. 
An  infurre&ion  againd  the  French 
had  already  broken  out  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Bergano,  the  diftri&s 
of  Breflau,  and  the  valley  of  Sab- 
bia,  the  progrefs  of  which  was 
flopped  by  the  a£livity  and  pru¬ 
dence  of  Augerau;  but  when  the 
news  arrived  of  marfhal  Laudohn’s 
progrefs  in  the  Tyrol,  which  had 
been  attended  with  fome  flight 
advantages  over  the  French,  and 
aifo  of  general  Alvinzi’s  march 
into  Italy  by  Carniola,  in  the  rear 
of  Buonaparte’s  army,  the  report 
was  univerfally  circulated  that  the 
French  were  on  the  point  of  laying 
down  their  arms,  and  that  nothing 
was  wanting  to  render  the  victory 
decifive  but  a  general  movement 
and  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  loyal  fubje&s  of  the  Venetian 
government. 

“  The  influence  of  the  priefls 
and  nobles,”  continue  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  France,  “  was  l'ufficient  to 
blow  into  a  flame  the  infurreftion 
which  they  had  been  fecretly  pre¬ 
paring.  A  crufade  againft  the 
French,  as  regicides  and  atheids, 
was  publicly  preached  by  the 
priefls  as  a  work  of  facred  duty. 
The  religious  feafon  of  Eader  was 
pointed  out  as  well  fitted  for  the 
execution  of  this  pious  labour. 
Fifty  thoufand  peafants  immedi¬ 
ately  aflembled,  and  demanded 
from  their  governors  the  inftru- 
jnents  of  vengeance.  The  fenate, 
notwithflanding  the  great  proba¬ 
bility  of  fuccefs,  appeared  reluc¬ 
tant  to  confent  to  their  demands ; 
but  its  agents  inftru&ing  the. multi¬ 
tude  where  magazines  were  placed, 
the  infurgents  werefoon  equipped, 
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and  formed  into  regiments,  under 
the  dife<5tion  of  regular  officers 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
date*  The  call  to  arms,  in  the 
name  of  the  people,  now  became 
general;  every  inhabitant,  under 
pain  of  death,  was  ordered  to  range 
himfelf  under  the  colours  of  his 
canton  ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  dlfpo- 
fition  to  infurre£tion  aflumed  this 
confident  appearance,  the  body¬ 
guard  of  the  government,  the  army 
of  the  Sclavonians  already  men¬ 
tioned,  joined  themfelves  alfo  to 
the  army  of  the  infurgents ;  and, 
after  attacking  the  French  at  Vi¬ 
cenza,  Padua,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Venetian  territory,  and  (putting 
to  death  all  thofe  whom  they  found 
in  Verona,  together  with  the  fick 
in  the  hofpitals)  belieged,  during 
eight  days,  the  remainder  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  three  callles  of 
of  the  city. 

44  The  news  of  this  infurrecdion 
reached  Buonaparte,  whild  he  was 
ptirfuing  the  Andrians  beyond  Ju- 
denburg.  He  indantlv  wrote  to 
the  members  of  the  Venetian  go¬ 
vernment,  that  he  was  well  in¬ 
formed  of  the  full  meafure  of  their 
perfidy,  which  they  had  now  put 
into  execution.  He  represented  to 
them,  that,  notwithdanding  their 
diifimulation,  or  any  disavowal 
they  might  make,  the  revolt  had 
been  prepared  by  them  ;  and  the 
cry  of  the  multitude,  u  Death  to 
the  French  !  ”  was  the  effe<5l  of  their 
fuggedions.  Fie  warned  them, 
that  their  atrocious  perfidy  fiiould 
meet  with  its  due  punidiment; 
and,  that  unlefs  they  took  mea- 
fures  to  difperfe  the  infurgents, 
and  put  into  his  hands  the  indi- 
gators  of  the  murders  which  had 
been  committed  on  the  French,  he 
fhould  indantly  declare  war  againd 
them,  and  would  not  ceale  his 
vengeance  till  he  had  annihilated 
their  government.  He  informed 
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them  that  his  aide-de-camp  was  the 
bearer  of  his  propofition,  peace  or 
war;  for  which,  he  gave  them 
twenty-four  hours  to  determine. 

44  The  doge,  in  reply  to  this 
letter,  obferved,  that  the  members 
of  government  were  overwhelmed 
with  affliftion  at  the  receipt  of 
Buonaparte’s  letter.  He  repre- 
fented  that  the  fenate  had  ever  en¬ 
tertained  the  firmed:  refolutions  of 
preferving  peace  with  the  French 
republic  ;  and  that  this  difpofition, 
on  their  part,  was  not  lefiened  even 
under  the  prefent  circumftances. 
He  obferved,  that  the  prefent  in- 
furre&ion  ought  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  any  infringement  bf  that 
neutrality,  for  that  the  people, 
who  were  fincerely  attached  to 
their  government,  had  flown  to 
arms  only  to  fupprefs  an  unex¬ 
pected  revolt  which  had  broken 
out  in  certain  towns;  and  that,  al¬ 
though  fome  difordefs  might  have 
been  occafioned  infeparable  from 
infurreCtions  of  this  nature,  the 
government  had  taken  the  necef- 
fary  meafures  to  appeafe  them.  He 
allured  the  general,  that  his  de¬ 
mand  of  delivering  up  thofe  who 
had  inftigated  thole  murders,  of 
which  he  complained,  fhould  be 
complied  with  as  foon  as  they 
were  difcovered;  and  to  terminate 
this  clifagreeableeventto  the  mutual 
fatisfaCtion  of  both  parties,  he  lent 
two  deputies  to  concert  with 
him  the  mode  of  his  interpofition 
to  bring  back  to  their  allegiance 
thofe  towns  in  their  dominions 
bevond  the  Mincio,  which  had  de- 
dared  themfelves  independent. 

44  In  the  mean  while  the  fenate 
had  iftlied  a  proclamation,  in  which 
they  re  prefen  ted,  that,  repofing  on 
the  loyalty  and  impartiality  of  their 
conduct  to  the  belligerent  powers, 
they  had  judged  the  malevolent 
infinuations  which  had  been  rai fed, 
refpe&ing  the  fincerity  of  their 


pacific  intentions,  unworthy  of 
their  notice.  In  this  public  aft 
they  difavowed  a  proclamation 
hoftile  to  the  French,  which  had 
been  afcribed  to  one  of  the  officers 
of  government ;  and  advifed  their 
faithful  fiibjeCts  to  be  perfuaded, 
that  the  harmony  and  friendfhip 
between  themfelves  and  the  French 
nation  were  in  no  manner  changed. 
The  evafive  anfwer  given  by  the 
fenate  to  Buonaparte,  in  which 
they  were  careful  not  to  commit 
themfelves,  either  by  avowing  the 
infurredtion,  or  ordering  the  infur- 
gents  to  difarm  ;  and  the  increafe 
of  the  infurredfion  on  the  Adige, 
down  which  marflral  Laudohn  was 
defeending  from  the  Tyrol,  to  join 
the  infurgents  at  Verona,  who, 
having  pofleffion  of  the  city,  had 
put  it  in  a  Bate  of  refpe&able  de¬ 
fence,  and  were  capable  of  making 
confiderable  refiftance,  were  deci- 
five  proofs  (the  French  alleged),  if 
any  were  yet  wanting,  of  the  de¬ 
termined  hoftility  of  the  fenate  of 
V enice.  General  Laudohn  arrived 
with  his  divifion  near  Verona,  at 
the  moment  when  Augereau,  hav¬ 
ing  made  up  a  little  army  of  French 
and  Lombards,  had  attacked  the 
infurgents,  and  regained  the  city. 
The  army  of  Augereau  was,  how¬ 
ever,  too  inconfiderable  to  make  a 
long  refiftance  to  the  combined 
forces  of  this  new  coalition  :  but 
the  news  of  the  figmature  of  the 

o 

preliminaries  of  peace  at  Leoben 
reaching  the  contending  parties  at 
this  critical  juncture,  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Venice  was  left  at  the 
mercy  of  the  French.” 

Such  is  the  partial  ftatement, 
given  by  the  conquerors,  of  the 
provocations,  which  they  allege 
induced  them  to  break  the  facred 
line  of  neutrality,  and  ravage  an 
independent,  and,  at  leaft,  not  pro- 
fefiedly  hoftile  ftate.  From  a  ftridf 
regard  to  impartiality,  and  a  deft  re 
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&f  eliciting  the  truth  from  difcord- 
ant  ftatements,  we  have  laid  it  be¬ 
fore  our  readers.  But  nothing  can, 
in  our  opinion,  juftify  the  condudt 
of  the  French  in  this  ail  of  ag- 
greffion ;  nor  would  the  ftatement, 
if  true  in  every  part,  warrant  the 
annihilation  of  an  ancient  and  re- 
fpedtable  republic. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  a  divifion  of 
25,000  men  encamped  on  the  fea- 
ihore  within  fight  of  Venice,  whilft 
the  divifion  which  had  taken  Ve¬ 
rona  purfued  and  difarmed  the 
fugitive  infurgents  in  the  various 
towns  in  the  (fates.  W'hilft  the  go¬ 
vernment  remained  trembling  at 
Venice,  Buonaparte  publiftied  a 
manifefto  at  Palma  -Nuova;  in 
which,  after  detailing  the  various 
charges  above  enumerated,  he  en¬ 
joined  the  French  embaftador  to 
quit  Venice,  and  made  a  formal 
declaration  of  war  againft  the  go¬ 
vernment  •  at  the  fame  time  offer-, 
ing  peace  on  condition  that  the 
three  inquifttors  of  (late,  and  ten 
of  the  principal  fenators,  who,  he 
fuppofed,  were  the  chief  inftru- 
ments  in  the  murder  of  the  French 
foldiers,  fhould  be  delivered  into 
his  hands.  The  conditions  of  the 
French  general  were  no  longer 
the  fubjedl  of  deliberation  to  the 
fenate,  whofe  authority  was  fo  to¬ 
tally  annihilated,  that  they  had  only 
to  receive  the  commands  of  the 
conqueror.  Sufficient  time  was, 
however,  given,  poffibly  with  the 
connivance  of  the  French  general, 
for  fuch  as  were  marked  out  as 
objedls  of  refentmCnt  to  efcape, 
fince  fuch  as  fell  into  his  hands 
were  buffered  to  remain  unpii- 
tii  filed.  The  governors  had  ab¬ 
dicated  their  feats  previoufly  to  the 
entry  of  the  French  army  (12th 
May),  and  had  entrufted  the  pro- 
vifional  authority  to  thirty  fenators, 
-who  had  decreed  that  the  demo- 
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cratical  form  of  government  (hould 
be  reftored,  fuch  as  it  exifted  be¬ 
fore  the  revolution,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  thirteenth  century.  Soon  after 
the  French  had  taken  pofieffion,  a 
new  municipality  was  inftalled, 
who  formally  proclaimed  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  old  government, 
leaving  the  formation  of  a  new 
fyftem  to  circum  fiances  which 
(hould  hereafter  arife  from  the  will 
or  conveniency  of  the  conquering 
party. 

The  capture  of  Venice,  into 
which  a  hoftile  army  had  never  be¬ 
fore  entered,  put  the  French  in 
pofieflion  of  a  treafure  highly  im¬ 
portant  to  the  republic,  which  was 
the  naval  forces,  and  the  vaft  ftores 
of  every  kind  \vhich  their  maga¬ 
zines  and  arfenals  contained.  The 
French  alfo  made  an  addition  to 
their  territory  of  the  Venetian 
iflands  in  the  Adriatic  and  Archi¬ 
pelago,  moft  Or  which  are  valuable, 
not  only  for  the  command  which 
they  give  of  thdfe  feas,  but  for 
the  produ-flions  which  they  yield 
to  commerce. 

As  nothing  was  immediately  de¬ 
termined  refpe&ing  the  future  fate 
of  Venice,  the  municipalities  held 
the  provifional  authorities,  and  the 
people,  for  the  moft  part,  prepared 
their  minds  for  the  adoption  of  a 
form  of  government  refembling 
thofe  republics  which  had  hitherto 
taken  their  name  from  their  fitua- 
tion  on  the  right  and  left  (ides  of 
the  Po.  The  inconveniences  of 
ftliall  governments  having  been  fuf- 
ficiently  manifefted  in  the  repub¬ 
lican  divifions  and  fubdivifions  of 
the  conquered  Italian  dates,  fuch 
as  thofe  of  Modena,  the  papal  le¬ 
gations,  and  the  emperor’s  terri¬ 
tory,  Buonaparte  re-united  thefe 
Cifpadane  and  Tran fpadane  govern¬ 
ments  into  one,  under  the  name  of 
the  Cifalpine  Republic,  and  pre- 
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fented  them  with  the  French  con- 
ftitution  for  the  regulation  of  their 
government. 

The  fall  of  Venice  was  imme¬ 
diately  followed  by  that  of  Genoa. 
For  a  long  period  preceeding  the 
French  revolution,  it  is  faid  an  in¬ 
veterate  hatred  had  reigned  between, 
the  patrician  and  popular  parties  of 
this  date. 

The  invafion  of  the  Auftrians, 
and  the  events  of  Coriica,  had,  by 
the  ruin  of  the  famous  bank  of  St. 
George,  elevated  the  patrician  in 
proportion  as  it  had  humbled  the 
burgher  ;  and  every  attempt  made 
by  the  latter  to  raife  themfelves  to 
the  ftation  which  they  before  held 
in  the  hate  was  immediately  op- 
pofed  by  the  jealous  nobles.  Things, 
however,  would  probably  have  re¬ 
mained  in  this  Bate,  had  not  the 
expedition  of  the  French  into  Italy 
awakened  the  hopes  and  fears  of 
the  parries,  according  to  their  re- 
fpeilive  interefts.  The  fituation  of 
the  Genocfe  republic  on  the  French 
frontier,  and  the  difunion  that 
reigned  between  this  government 
and  the  court  of  Turin,  hindered 
It  from  taking  an  aftive  part  in  the 
coalition  againft  France  ;  but  juffly 
fearful,  that  if  the  French  republic 
triumphed,  the  difaffetfted  party  of 
their  own  fubjedts  would  find  a  for¬ 
midable  ally  in  the  principles  of  the 
revolution,  the  Genoefe  govern¬ 
ment  (the  French  aftert,  and  pofli- 
bly  with  fome  truth)  looked  with 
a  more  favourable  eye  to  the  allied 
governments  than  to  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  fyfiem. 

The  infolence  of  the  difaffeeled 
party  in  Genoa  continued  toincreafe 
in  proportion  to  the  progrefs  of  the 
French  victories;  and  on  occafionof 
a  feftival  given  by  the  French  mi- 
nifter  at  Genoa,  fuch  fymptoms  of 
oppofition  were  difplayed  by  them 
as  gave  ferious  alarms  to  the  nobles 


for  the  exiftence  of  their  govern¬ 
ment;  and  the  fermentation  con¬ 
tinued  to  increafe  till  the  diftolu- 
tion  of  the  government  of  Venice 
took  place,  when  it  broke  forth 
into  a  popular  infurrecftion,  which 
threatened  the  exiftence  of  legal  au¬ 
thority  at  Genoa. 

This  infurredlion  began  early  in 
May,  with  fome  of  the  mod  aban¬ 
doned  of  the  lower  claftes  of  the 
people,  who,  having  put  a  perfon  of 
the  illuftrious  name  of  Doria  at 
their  head,  feifed  on  the  principal 
pofts  of  the  city,  releafed  all  pri¬ 
soners  except  thofe  who  were  con¬ 
fined  for  capital  crimes,  and  de¬ 
manded  peremptorily  the  abolition 
of  the  patrician  government,  and 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  more  demo- 
cratieal  form.  The  neutral  parties, 
on  this  occafion,  were  the  richer 
claftes  of  citizens,  who  kept  them¬ 
felves  in  their  houfes  waiting  the 
event,  and  the  principal  part  of 
the  nobility,  who  left  the  city. 
The  government,  in  order  to  coun¬ 
terbalance  the  force  of  the  infur- 
gents,  armed  others  of  a  fimilar 
clafs  in  their  favour,  and  joined  to 
them  fuch  of  the  troops  in  whom 
they  thought  they  could  place  their 
confidence.  This  counterpoife  had 
at  firft  fome  fuccefs  ;  but  when  the 
parties  came  to  parley,  finding 
their  interefts  to  be  the  fame,  and 
that  more  plunder  was  to  be  gained 
by  deftroying  than  fupporting  the 
government,  they  united  together, 
and  then  the  connexion  with  the 
French  became  immediately  appa¬ 
rent.  The  government  was  now 
reduced  to  the  greateft  diftrefs.  In 
vain  were  proclamations  iftued  pro- 
mifing  the  people  every  fort  of  in¬ 
dulgence.  The  tumult  continued  tor 
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increafe,  without  any  further  re- 
fiftanoe  on  the  part  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  depredations  were  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  name  of  the  people 
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on  the  property  of  the  nobles,  molt 
of  whom  abandoned  the  city  ;  and 
great  numbers  of  thofe,  who  were 
fufpedted  of  attachment  to  their 
party,  were  arrefted.  The  ban¬ 
ditti,  bearing  in  their  hands  the 
treaty  between  Charles  V.  and 
Andrew  Doria,  which  they  com¬ 
plained  had  been  violated,  threat¬ 
ened  to  force  the  gates  of  the  pa¬ 
lace.  The  grand  council,  or  fuch 
members  of  that  body  as  remained 
in  the  city,  at  length  aftembled 
(May  31),  and,  after  a  long  delibe¬ 
ration,  decreed  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  was  dilfolved  ;  and,  having 
named  a  provifionary  committee, 
to  preferve  order  till  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  new  conftitution  could 
take  place,  abdicated  every  kind  of 
authority  with  which,  by  the  laws 
or  cuftoms  of  the  hate,  they  were 
inverted. 

The  committee  named  by  the 
great  council  finding  the  port  to 
which  they  had  been  chofen  too 
dangerous,  refufed  to  accept  it ;  on 
which  the  authority  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a  temporary  admini- 
rtration  named  by  the  leaders  of 


the  mob.  This  new  authoritv  if- 
fued  its  mandates  to  recall  the  fu¬ 
gitives  into  Genoa,  on  pain  of 
confifcation  of  their  property  ;  and 
enjoined  the  inhabitants  of  theftate 
to  fend  their  deputies  to  Genoa 
with  fufficient  powers  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  new  focial  orga- 
nifation.  The  ftate,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Buonaparte,  refumed  its 
ancient  name,  and  was  now  called 
the  Ligurian  Republic— a  conftitu¬ 
tion  which,  like  that  of  their  Cis¬ 
alpine  neighbours,  was  provifion- 
ally  adopted  from  the  form  of  the 
French  government,  with  whom 
the  Genoefe  populace,  to  complete 
the  farce,  pretended  to  renew  their 
treaty,  whilft,  in  reality,  they  were 
only  to  beconfidered  as  conquered 
fubje&s  of  France. 

It  is  impoffi ble,  indeed,  not  to 
fee  that  the  whole  of  this.tranfac- 
tion  was  effected  by  French  agency, 
French  money,  and  by  the  dread 
of  French  power  ftationed  on  their 
frontiers,  without  which  the  mob 
of  Genoa  would  eafily  have  been 
fubdued. 


CHAP.  XI. 

Partial  Renewal  of  the  French  Legifature.  Increafe  of  the  Anti-DireClorial 
Party.  Nomination  of  Barthelemy  to  fucceed  Letourneur  in  the  Directory. 
Pichegru  Prefident  of  the  New  AJfembly .  Repeal  of  different  refraining 
Laws.  DfcuJJion  on  the  Colonies.  Denunciation  againfi  the  Commiffa - 
ries.  Inculpations  of  the  Diredory  and  Minifers  by  the  Anti- Directorial 
Party  in  the  Councils.  Decrees  againf  the  Public  Dilapidators.  Re¬ 
fections  on  the  Situation  of  the  Directory ,  and  the  Conduct  of  its  Opponents . 
Report  of  the  Commijfon  of  Finance  to  diminifi  the  Expenfcs  of  Government. 
Report  of  the  Commijfon  on  the  internal  State  of  the  Republic.  Propofal 
for  the  Recad  of  the  refraClory  Clergy ,  and  the  Abolition  of  the  refraining 
■h  Laws.  Of  the  Emigrants  from  the  Departments  of  the  Rhine  and  Toulon. 
Formation  of  the  Confitutional  Circle  in  Support  of  the  DireCIory.  Supprejfed 
by  Note  of  the  Councils.  Licentioufnejs  of  the  Journalifs.  Nczv  Denuncia¬ 
tions  againf  the  Minifers  of  Finance  and  Marine.  Charges  on  the  Mi¬ 
nifry.  Renewed  Denunciations  againf  the  DireCIory.  March  of  Troops 
towards  Paris  within  the  D  fance  permitted  by  the  Law.  Explanation 
of  the  Directory.  Application  of  the  DireCIory  for  Supplies— -rejected.  De- 
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tree  of  the  Councils  for  retraining  the  Power  of  the  Directory,  and  for  the 
Increafe  of  their  Body-Guard,  Suf pended  State  of  the  Negotiations  for 
Peace  between  the  Republic  and  the  Emperor.  Increafe  of  DifafeHion 
between  the  Legifative  and  Executive  Authorities.  Addrejfes  from  the 
Army,  promifng  Support  to  the  DireHory.  Denunciation  of  the  Army- Ad - 
dreffes  in  the  Councils.  Report  on  the  Subject  of  the  Dijfenfons,  Speech  of 
the  Prefdent  of  the  DireHory.  Addrejfes  of  Departmental  Adminif  rations 
to  the  Councils.  Preparations  for  Hof  ill  ties  between  the  Executive  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  Councils.  Decrees  of  the  Councils  for  arming  the  Citizens  of 
Paris ,  Emigrants  and  Royalifs  at  Paris,  prepared  to  take  Advantage  of 
the  Dijfenfons .  State  of  the  Public  Mind  at  Paris.  Secret  Plan  of  the 
propofed  Attack  on  the  Government  known  to  the  DireHory.  Events  of 
the  Revolution  of  the  1 2th  of  FruHidor.  AJfembly  of  the  Councils  near 
the  DireHorial  Palace.  Proclamations  of  the  DireHory  to  make  known 
the  Co  nf piracy.  Pretended  Cor  ref  pond ence  of  Pichegru  with  the  Prince  of 
Condi? .  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Confpiracy .  Rejolutions  of  the 
Councils.  RefeHions  on  the  indif criminate  Sentence  of  Exile ,  pnjfed.  againf 
divers  Members  of  the  Government  and  others. 


rpO  return  to  the  affairs  of 
France. — In  the  firft  days  of 
the  month  of  Praireal,  the  new  mem¬ 
bers  chofen  to  the  legiflature  took 
their  feats  agreeably  to  the  confti- 
tutional  ahf.  By  the  election  of 
this  new  third,  which  replaced 
an  equal  number  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  former  convention, 
the  balance  in  favour  of  the  oppo- 
lition  was  confiderably  increafed. 
The  opposition  known  bv  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  the  Clichy  party,  from 
meeting  in  the  ftreet  of  that  name, 
haci,  however,  conduced  them- 
felves  with,  a  degree  of  modera¬ 
tion  which  had  hitherto  proved  a 
falutary  reftraint  on  the  directorial 
power  ;  hpt  this  party  being  rein¬ 
forced  by  a  conftderable  number  of 
the  members  of  the  new  third, 
whofe  fentimentscorrefponded  with 
their  own,  were  perhaps  led  into 
meafures  impolitic  in  fome  re- 
fpeCts,  and  inch  as  haftened  their 
own  downfall,  and  gave  an  afeend- 
ancy  lo  their  opponents. 

The  election  of  Barth  eiemv, 
the  embafiador  of  the  republic  to 
the  Helvetic  confederacy,  in  the 
place  of  Letourneur,  who  was  ex¬ 
cluded  bv  Ion  ftrengthened  the 

o'  <*  O  ; 


anti-direCtorial  party, who,  prefum¬ 
ing  on  the  fupport  of  two  of  the 
members  of  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment,  the  new  direCtor  and  Car¬ 
not,  had  little  doubt  that,  with  the 
majority  which  they  poflefled  in 
the  councils,  the  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment  would  be  directed  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  own  plans,  which, 
as  we  before  obferved,  were  well 
meant,  though  too  much  of  faCtion 
has  always  intermixed  itfelf  in  the 
patriotifm  of  the  French.  On  the 
firft  day  of  the  meeting  of  this  re¬ 
newed  legiflature,  of  which  general 
Pichegru  was  eleCted  prefident,  that 
difpofition  of  the  famous  law  of  the 
3d  of  Brumaire,  which  excluded 
five  of  the  formerly  eleCted  repre- 
fentatives,  was  repealed,  as  well  as 
a  law  which  enjoined  non-refidence 
in  Paris  to  the  ex-members  of  the 
late  conventional  body. 

Further  repeals  were  made  of  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  excluflve  law  of  the 
third  Brumaire  already  mentioned  ; 
the  relations  of  emigrants,  and  thefe 
who  had  received  the  benefit  of  the 
amnefty  were  alike  rendered  eligi- 

J  c* 

ble  to  public  offices  ;  but  although 
rnoft  of  the  difpofitions  of  that  law 
were  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  civil 
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liberty,  and  the  letter  of  the  confu¬ 
tation,  the  repeal  at  that  crifis  of 
the  Hatutes,  which  excluded  thofe 
perfons  till  the  general  peace  from 
offices  of  truH,  was,  even  by  mo¬ 
derate  perfons,  confidered  as  nei¬ 
ther  wife  nor  expedient.  The  o.if- 
cuffions  refpeCting  the  Hate  of  the 
colonies  were  Hill  more  animated  ; 
the  commiflaries  of  the  executive 
power  were  formally  denounced  by 
members  of  the  council  as  the  caufes 
of  the  diforder  and  definition  in 
the  colonies  :  and  the  directory,  al¬ 
though  anxious  to  prove  by  official 
documents  that  the  Hate  of  the  co* 
lonies  and  the^fervices  of  the  com- 
miffaries  had  been  mifreprefented, 
recalled  them  from  their  million, 
now  indeed  on  the  point  of  expir¬ 
ing,  having  been  limited  to  eigh¬ 
teen  months. 

Thefe  reforms  were  only  pre¬ 
paratory  to  others  of  higher  im¬ 
portance,  which  the  majority  of  the 
councils  had  at  that  time  in  con¬ 
templation.  The  conftitution  had 
wifely  entrufled  the  public  purfe 
in  the  hands  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people;  the  prodigality  of 
the  government  was  univerfally 
complained  of,  as  well  as  the  means 
employed  to  replenifh  the  public 
treafurv.  The  minifters  and  the 
ufurious  contra&ors  became  objects 
of  fcrutiny,  the  latter  of  whom  were 
fent  as  public  depredators  before 
the  criminal  tribunals.  Thefe  ex- 
ceffes,  for  which  the  neceffities  of 
the  Hate  were  pleaded  as  indul- 
gences?  were  brought  before  the 
council  in  all  their  deformity  ;  and 
it  was  juHly  obferved,  that  thofe 
who  had  been  guilty,  or  who  had 
connived  at  fuch  malverfations, 
were  no  longer  worthy  of  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  public.  The  de¬ 
mands  of  the  directory  for  further 
fupplies,  which  had  been  referred 
to  a  commiffion  of  finance,  were  the 


fubjeCt  of  a  report,  which  the  ora¬ 
tor  made  the  vehicle  of  fevere  ani- 
madverfion  on  the  perfons  and  con¬ 
duct  of  the  executive  power,  with 
refpeCt  to  their  prodigality,  as  they 
had  undergone  the  cenfure  of  ano¬ 
ther  member  for  their  unconflita- 
tional  conduCt  with  refpeCt  10  the 
countenance  which  thev  had  mven 

*  O 

to  the  revolutionary  fyflern  n  the 
Italian  Hates. 

The  main  objeCl  of  this  cele¬ 
brated  report  was  to  curtail  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  government,  plac¬ 
ing  the  ordinary  expenfes  a  fifth 
below  thofe  of  the  peace-eflablifh- 
ment,  and  providing  a  refource  for 
the  extraordinaries  incurred  by  the 
war.  This  report,  which  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  council  regarded  as  a 
manual  for  the  re-eHablifliment  of 
ceconomy,  was  confidered  by  the 
directorial  party  as  an  open  declara¬ 
tion  of  hoflility  againfl  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  government.  -  The 
public  was  very  fenfibly  affeCfed 
by  this  difcordance  ;  the  confidence 
which  the  profptCl  of  fjpeedy  peace 
had  infpired,  and  which  had  given, 
amongfl  other  marks  of  national 
prosperity,  a  moH  rapid  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  rife  to  the  public  funds,  im¬ 
mediately  fubfided,  and  diHrufl  and 
apprehenfion  filled  every  mind 

The  report  of  Gilbert  Defmo- 
lieres  on  the  finances  was  not  the 
only  fubjeCt  of  alarm  to  the  direc¬ 
tory.  A  report  made  by  Camille 
Jordan,  on  prieHs  and  public  wor- 
lb ip,  was  equally  difapproved  by 
them,  or  at  leaf!  they  made  it  an 
inflrument  to  work  on  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  the  populace.  This  report 
was  liberal  and  tolerant,  and  was 
profufely  ipread  throughout  the  de¬ 
partments  :  the  chief  points  were, 
the  repeal  of  the  various  laws  made 
againH  the  refraCt (5Ty  prieHs;  the  ufe 
of  the  external  figns  of  worfhip 
which  had  been  formally  prohibit¬ 
ed  4  ed ; 
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ed  ;  the  re-eftablilhment  of  davs  of 
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feftivals  which  had  been  fupprefted  ; 
the  annulling  the  obligations  laid 
on  minifters  of  worfliip  to  make 
the  declaration  of  their  allegiance 
to  the  republic ;  and  the  repeal  of 
every  judgment  againft  priefts  which 
had  not  yet  received  their  due  exe¬ 
cution.  This  report  was  therefore 
confidered  as  a  complete  anfwer  to 
the  various  meftages  of  the  direc¬ 
tory  complaining  of  the  infubordi- 
nation  and  contempt  of  the  laws, 
which  they  alleged  was  publicly 
preached  by  the  refradory  priefts 
in  every  department.  Though  the 
report  had  not  yet  been  carried  into 
effed,  yet  as  the  difpohtion  to  to¬ 
leration  in  the  councils  had  been 
ftrongly  marked,  we  cannot  won¬ 
der  that  numbers  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  clergy  were  induced,  on  this 
profped,  to  return  to  their  country, 
fome  with  paflports,  and  many  with 
no  authority  at  all. 

The  indulgence  which  was  pro- 
pofed  to  be  given  to  the  priefts  was 
alfo  intended  to  be  conferred  on 
other  dalles  who  had  equal  claims 
on  the  humanity  of  government. 
Amjd ft  the  crowds  of  emigrants 
from  France,  a  certain  defcription 
occupied  the  attention,  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  thofewho  fled  from  Toulon 
when  the  Englifli  were  forced  to  re¬ 
treat,  and  thofe  who  had  fought  re¬ 
fuge  on  the  German  fide  of  the 
Rhine,  to  efcape  the  fury  of  the 
agents  of  terror  after  the  repulfe  of 
the  Auftrians.  Of  this  favourable 
difpofition  of  the  council  of  five 
hundred  towards  thofe  who  were 
faid  to  be  the  victims  of  terror, 
others,  who  had  given  a  more  de¬ 
cided  proof  of  hoftility,  by  bearing 
arms  againft  the  republic,  it  is  laid, 
took  advantage,  though  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  the  numbers  of  thefe  were 
greatly  magnified  in  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  the  diredory.  Thefe  cir- 


cumftances,  however,  were  fuffl- 
cient  to  enable  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment  to  work  on  the  paffions 
of  the  multitude  to  the  undoing  of 
their  opponents, 

Under  the  affedation  of  alarm, 
at  the  meafures  of  the  councils,  the 
friends  of  the  diredory  formed 
themfelves  into  a  club,  under  the 
name  of  the  Conftitutional  Circle,, 
and  endeavoured  to  infpire  thatcon^ 
fidence  in  the  operation  of  govern¬ 
ment  which  it  was  reprefentedto  be 
the  objed  of  the  cluo  of  Clichy  to 
thwart  or  control.  Before  they  had 
time,  however,  to  take  any  confif- 
tency,  or  give  any  effedual  fupport 
tothemeafures  of  government, alaw 
formed  on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion, 
forbidding  the  aflembly  of  perfons 
for  the  difcuffion  of  political  quef- 
tion,  adopted  in  the  council  of 
five  hundred,  and  fandioned  by  the 
ancients,  broke  up  their  meetings, 
and  difiolved  their  aflociation. 

In  the  mean  while  the  royalifts 
were  probably  notinadive;  but  the 
newfpapers,  of  this  defcription,  it  is 
faid,  were  multiplied  with  inconceiv* 
able  rapidity,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
prefis  was  claimed  and  enjoyed  to  its 
full  extent  by  thofe  who  did  not  con¬ 
ceal  their  averfion againft  the  confti- 
tution,  and  the  fpirit  of  liberty  that 
permitted  it.  The  government  had, 
at  various  times,  fent  before  the  tri¬ 
bunals  the  authors  of  thofe  rhapfo- 
dies,  both  of  the  royalift  and  ter- 
rorift  perfuafion  :  but  as  the  views 
of  both  were  equally  hoftile  to  go¬ 
vernment,  the  acquitted  royalift  be¬ 
came  even  the  defender  of  the  inn 
prifoned  jacobin,  and  the  tribunals 
leldom  found  any  thing  worthy  of 
punifhment  in  the  intention  of  either. 

During  thefe  contefts  between 
the  councils  and  the  diredory,  ap 
event  took  place  which  furnifhed 
new  food  for  recrimination.  Some 
of  the  minifters  had  already  been 
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fubjeCted  to  the  fevere  animadver- 
lion  of  the  iegiflative  body  for  mal- 
verfation  in  their  departments,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  charges 
againft  them  were  well  founded. 
The  minifter  of  finance  was  accufed 
of  having  favoured  the  dilapida¬ 
tions  of  the  commiffaries  of  the 
treafury,  and  the  minifter  of  the 
marine  of  jacobinical  incapacity  in 
every  part  of  the  adminiftration. 

Whether  the  directory  felt  the 
force  of  thofe  charges,  or  whether 
they  were  whiling  to  wear  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  conceffion  to  the  wifhes 
of  the  Iegiflative  body,  they  made 
almoft  a  total  renewal  of  the  mi- 
nifterial  corps.  Benezech,  the  mi¬ 
nifter  for  home  affairs,  was  replaced 
by  Francois  de  Neufchateau,  com- 
miftary  of  the  executive  directory 
In  one  of  the  departments;  Charles 
Lacroix,  minifter  of  foreign  affairs, 
by  Talleyrand  Perigord  ;  Truguet, 
the  minifter  of  marine,  by  Pleville 
Relay  ;  Cochon  and  Petiet,  the  mi- 
nifters  of  police  and  war,  were  dif- 
mifted,  but  their  places  were  not 
immediately  filled  like  thofe  of  the 
other  ex-minifters. 

In  difmifling;  the  minifters  of 
foreign  affairs,  and  the  marine,  the 
directory  aCted  in  conformity  to 
the  frequently  pronounced  opinion 
of  the  public  ;  but  the  difmiflal  of 
Benezech  and  Cochon  was  confi- 
dered  by  the  anti-direCtorial  party  as 
a  wanton  ftretch  of  power,  and  be¬ 
came  the  fubjeCt  of  the  moft  viru¬ 
lent  declamation,  and  the  moft  bit¬ 
ter  denunciation,  both  within  and 
without  the  walls  of  the  council. 

If  a  regard  to  the  public  had  hi¬ 
therto  reftrained  the  feelings  of  the 
anti-direCtorial  party  within  certain 
prudent  bounds,  this  event  filled  up 
the  meafure  of  their  refentment, 
which  now  difcovered  itfelf  with¬ 
out  difguife.  The  tribune  of  the 
council  of  five  hundred  became 


little  elfe  than  an  arena  for  the  dis¬ 
play  of  the  angry  paflions  of  the 
anti-direCtorial  party.  A  member 
of  the  new-third,  who  had  been 
employed  as  general  in  the  fouth  of 
France,  particularly  diftinguifhed 
himfelfbytwo  motions  relative  to 
the  conftitutional  ages  of  general 
Hoche  and  Barras  ;  the  latter  of 
whom  was  reported  to  have  accept¬ 
ed  the  office  which  he  held  without 
the  qualification  of  the  forty  years 
prefcribed  by  the  law  5  and  the 
other,  who  was  faid  to  have  been 
named  by  the  dire&ory  to  the  war 
department,  had  not  yet  attained 
the  age  of  thirty,  which  is  required 
to  be  invefted  with  the  office  of 
minifter.  The  denunciator,  how¬ 
ever,  was  faid  to  have  been  found¬ 
ed  in  neither  of  his  inquiries  ;  but 
the  hoftile  intention  was  too  clear 
to  be  mifunderftood.  The  exift- 
ence  of  a  divifion  in  the  directory 
was  publicly  proclaimed  from  the 
tribune  ;  and  it  was  afterted,  that 
Barthelemy  and  Carnot  had  entered 
their  protefts  on  the  fecret  regifters 
againft  the  meafures  which  the  di¬ 
re  Ctory  were  purfuing. 

The  animofity  between  the  coun¬ 
cil  and  the  directory  had  arifen  to 
a  confiderable  height,  when  ano¬ 
ther  event  took  place  which  carried 
it  to  the  utmoft  bound.  This  was 
the  march  of  troops  towards  Paris 
within  the  limits  which  the  confti- 
tution  had  pointed  out,  which  was 
a  circle  of  twelve  leagues.  The 
council  fent  a  meftage  to  the  direc¬ 
tory,  to  inquire  bv  what  authority 
this  infraction  of  the  conftitution 
had  taken  place?  The  directory,  in 
reply,  informed  the  council,  that 
the  troops,  which  had  fo  much 
alarmed  them,  were  detachments 
from  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe,  who  were  marching  for  a 
fecret  and  diftant  deftination,  but  of 
whole  approach  to  Paris  within  the 

limits 
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limits  appointed  by  the  conftitution 
they  were  ignorant,  and  which,  if 
true,  could  only  arife  from  the  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  fubaltern  officers. 
During  thefe  altercations, '  the  di¬ 
rectory  applied  again  to  the  council 
for  fupplies,  by  a  medage  in  which 
they  reprefented  the  great  penury 
of  the  public  treasury,  and  the  ex¬ 
treme  didrefs  in  every  part  of  the 
public  fervice,  which,  without  the 
fpeedieft  affi dance,  would  be  re¬ 
duced  to  the  utrnoft  date  of  difor- 
ganifation.  This  medage  met  with 
nearly  the  fame  reception  as  the 
former,  the  council  being  too  bufily 
employed  in  endeavouring  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  grofs  abufes  too  evidently 
committed  by  the  executive  power. 
To  this  end  a  law  was  palled,  mark¬ 
ing  out  the  precife  limits  of  the 
conditutional  radius  around  Paris, 
and  ordering  pillars  to  be  ereCted, 
beyond  which  no  troops  were  to  pafs 
without  the  permiffion  of  the  legis¬ 
lative  body.  As  a  further  fecurity 
again  ft  the  meditated  attacks  of 
the  directory,  decrees  were  likewife 
paffed  for  the  organifation  and  arm¬ 
ing  of  the  national  guard  of  Paris; 
and  the  council  of  the  five  hundred, 
for  their  more  immediate  fecurity, 
ordered  a  condderable  augmenta¬ 
tion  to  be  made  in  their  own  body¬ 
guard.  In  order  to  curtail  the 
power  of  the  directory  in  the  de¬ 
partments,  it  was  decreed,  that  the 
action  of  the  civil  power  diould  be 
fufpended  in  no  town  without  the 
approbation  of  the  legidative,  and 
that  no  officer  diould  be  difmided 
but  in  confequence  of  a  legal  judg¬ 
ment. 

This  conted  between  the  chief 
powers  of  the  date  had  laded  nearly 
three  months,  without  any  appear¬ 
ance  or  hopes  of  accommodation. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  negotiations 
that  w-ere  begun  in  Italy  for  a  defi¬ 
nitive  peace  feemed  to  have  been 


fufpended ;  but  thofe  which  wer« 
opened  again  at  LiOe,  between  the 
French  republic  and  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James,  feemed  to  approach  to¬ 
wards  a^happy  accommodation.  It 
was,  however,  the  intered  of  the 
Imperial  court  to  wait  the  event  of 
tliis  conflict  in  France,  and  the  di¬ 
rectory  were  too  deeply  engaged  in 
their  domedic  druggie  to  take  any 
decifive  meafures :  the  negotiators 
in  Italy,  therefore,  pafled  their  time 
in  mutual  compliments  and  civili¬ 
ties,  whild  the  emperor  was  gar- 
nifhing  his  newly-conceded  dates 
with  fredi  troops. 

The  political  horizon  of  Paris 
was  growing  every  day  more  dark 
and  portentous.  The  news  of  this 
conted  had  reached  the  armies,  and 
had  been  echoed  back  in  addredes 
to  the  dire&ory,  promifing  them 
fupport  in  their  conflict  with  their 
enemies.  On  the  anniverfary  of  the 
14th  of  July,  Buonaparte  made  a 
proclamation  to  his  army,  in  which 
he  informed  them,  that  the  country 
was  menaced  with  new  dangers  from 
the  enemies  of  government  within  ; 
tcLetus  fwear,”  adds  he,  f*  by  the 
manes  of  thofe  who  have  fallen  byour 
fide  in  the  caufe  of  liberty;  let  us 
fwear  on  the  colours  we  have  newly 
gained,  implacable  war  to  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  republic  and  of  the con¬ 
ftitution. ”  Thefe  addrefles  from  the 
armies  were  fubje'Cts  of  frefh  alarm ; 
and  mefl'ages  were  fent  to  the  di¬ 
rectory  to  inquire  into  this  infrac¬ 
tion  of  the  conftitution,  in  permit¬ 
ting  the  deliberations  of  an  armed 
body,  and  in  receiving  addredes 
from  them.  The  explanation  given 
by  the  directory  to  this  medage 
was  referred  to  a  commiffion,  as 
well  as  the  affair  of  the  march  of 
troops  towards  Paris,  which  was  a 
fubjeft  of  unfailing  difcuffion.  O11 
this  latter  point  the  reporter,  Thi- 
beaudeau,  exculpated  the  directory 
*  from 
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from  any  culpable  or  inconflitu- 
jtional  intention ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  blamed  them  for  permitting 
pr  receiving  addreffes  from  an  arm¬ 
ed  force.  He  reprefented,  alfo,  the 
intentions  of  the  council  as  being: 
more  hoftile  in  appearance  than  in 
reality,  and  offered  the  means  of 
coming  to  a  fpeedy  and  fincere  re¬ 
conciliation. 

This  reconciliation,  however 
prompted  or  defired  by  the  mode¬ 
rate  party,  was  become  impoflibie; 
the  contefl  was  drawing  near  its 
crifis,  and  could  end  only  in  the 
overthrow  either  of  the  three  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  executive  power,  Bar- 
ras,  Rewbel,  and  la  Reveilliere-Le- 
peaux,  or  in  the  defeat  of  the  anti- 
dire&orial  party  in  the  council. 
The  directory  had  hitherto  flood  on 
the  defenfive,  denying  or  excufing 
according  to  the  nature  of  the 
charges ;  but  were  preparing  the 
mofl  audacious  violation  of  the  con- 
flitution  that  ever  was  attempted  by 
any  adminiflration.  On  the  intro¬ 
duction,  therefore,  of  the  Cifalpine 
cmbaffador,  and  general  Bernadotte, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  colours 
taken  from  the  Auflrians  and  Vene¬ 
tians,  they  publifhed  a  manifeflo 
againfl  their  opponents,  in  terms  of 
menace  and  contempt.  In  this  dif- 
courfe,  delivered  as  an  anfwer  to  the 
addreffes  of  the  embaffador  and  the 
genera],  the  prefident  of  the  directo¬ 
ry  obferved,  that  “  the  eternal  ene¬ 
mies  of  French  liberty  were  redou¬ 
bling  in  vain  their  exertions  to  over¬ 
turn  it ;  that  in  order  to  fecond  their 
efforts,  cowardly  deferters  of  the  re¬ 
publican  caufe,  alluding  to  the  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  directory  in  the 
council,  had,  by  a  difgraceful  com¬ 
pact,  fold  their  honour  and  their 
country  to  foreign  powers,  and  to 
the  Bourbon  race.  He  reprefented 
them  as  labouring;  to  introduce  civil 
war,  and  re-eftablifh  the  monarchy 


on  thebleeding  wrecks  of  the  repub-* 
lie ;  that,  to  effeCt  their  purpofe,  they 
endeavoured  to  weaken  the  nerve 
of  the  executive  power  in  order  to 
demonflrate  the  incompatibility  of 
a  republican  government,  with  a 
fyflem  capable  of  maintaining  peace 
and  public  order,  and  alfo  to  find 
the  eafier  meansof  attaining  the  end 
which  they  had  in  view;  and,  that 
to  aid  thefe  defigns,  they  had  called 
in  bands  of  fanatics  and  royalifts, 
$t  a  moment  when  the  fafety  of  the 
flate  required  that  the  laws  ihould 
be  put  in  fevered:  force  againfl 
them.”  The  prefident  affured  the 
general,  whom  he  was  addreffing, 
“  that  the  attempts  of  their  enemies 
would  be  vain  ;  that  the  works  of 
darknefs  of  thofe  men,  who  were 
continually  invoking  the  confiitu- 
tion  whilfl  they  violated  it  without 
fhame,  would  never  be  confum- 
mated;  and  that  they  would,  on  the 
contrary,  fall  back  on  the  heads  of 
theirauthors.”  Heaifured  him  “that 
the  direClory  would  make  no  com- 
promife  with  thofe  enemies  of  the 
republic ;  would  fuffer  themfelves 
to  be  neither  feduced  or  affrighted; 
that  they  would  acknowledge  no 
authorities  blit  fuch  as  the  conflitu- 
tion  traced  out ;  that  every  authority 
was  unlawful  that  raifed  itfelf  above 
the  confiitution,  which  was  the  ge¬ 
neral  and  equal  regulator  of  the 
flate  ;  and  that  neither  the  number 
nor  the  fpecies  of  their  enemies 
fhould  caufe  in  them  any  d^may.*’ 
This  fpeech  of  the  direClory  was 
underflood  bv  the  councils  as  a 
public  declaration  of  hoflili ties ;  and 
preparations  were  accordingly  made 
for  the  event.  As  it  was  a  difpute 
that  was  to  be  decided  by  other 
weapons  than  arguments,  both  fides 
had  made  the  neceffary  prepara¬ 
tions.  The  addreffes  of  the  army 

to  the  direClorv  had  been  counter- 
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balanced  by  addreffes  from  various 
* 

admi- 


2  $2 


BRITISH  AND 


adminiftrationsof  departments,  con¬ 
veying  their  difapprobation  ;  and  fo 
far  as  the  conflitution  was  to  be 
regarded  under  fuch  circumftances, 
thefe  addreffes  from  the  army  were 
not  in  conformity  to  the  law.  The 

j 

conftitutional  radius,  lately  efta- 
blifhed,  prevented  the  arrival  of 
more  troops  than  were  fufficient  for 
the  fervice  of  Paris,  the  number  of 
which  was  well  known,  and  the 
guard  of  the  direftory  was  very  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  of  the  councils.  The 
anti-direftorial  party,  prefuming  on 
the  aid  of  the  citizens  of  Paris, were 
they  to  regain  pofieffion  of  their  arms, 
of  which  they  were  deprived  after  the 
events  of  the  13th  of  Vendemiaire, 
had  decreed  the  re-organifation  of 
the  national  guard ;  but  the  Parifians 
having  had  woeful  experience  of 
the  danger  of  mingling  in  thofe 
affairs,  the  law  u'as  regarded  with 
the  moft  perfect  indifference. 

It  was  not,  however,  on  thefe 
uncertain  and  precarious  aids,  that 
their  hopes  of  fuccefs  were  founded. 
As  the  government,  in  the  conteft 
of  the  13th  Vendemiaire,  had  made 
ufe  of  terrorifts,  fa  id  to  have  been 
taken  from  the  prifons,  where  they 
had  been  condemned  to  punifh- 
ment  for  their  revolutionary  of¬ 
fences,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  ci¬ 
tizens  who  were  in  the  aft  of  re¬ 
lifting  conventional  defpotifm,  fo 
they  conceived  it  was  equally  law¬ 
ful  for  them  to  make  ufe  of  fimilar 
means,  in  order  to  abolifli  the  di¬ 
rectorial  tyranny.  Thefe  means 
had  been  long  preparing  to  their 
hands.  The  advocates  of  the  di- 
reftory  allege,  that  “  crowds  of 
emigrants  filled  Paris  from  every 
quarter  :  officers  from  the  prince 
of  Conde’s  army  appeared  in  the 
public  walks,  and  mingled  in  fo- 
cieties,  where  their  charafter  was 
known  :  multitudes  appeared  in 
the  ftreets  with  black  collars  and 


cuffs,  the  inftgnia  of  the  Vendee 
uniform  :  the  idea  of  a  republic, 
in  fafhionable  circles,  was  a  herefv 
not  to  be  tolerated ;  and  every  ex¬ 
ternal  fign  indicated  fomething  like 
a  revolution  in  the  public  mind  at 
Paris.  Thefe  emigrants,  having 
their  different  connexions  in  that 
city  who  were  of  fentiments  not 
very  diffimilar  to  their  own,  had 
convinced  them  of  the  facility  of 
bringing  about  a  counter-revolu¬ 
tion  ;  and  not  being  deficient  in 
taftics,  bad  organifed  a  body  fuf¬ 
ficient  to  overcome  any  military 
force  which  the  direftory  had  to 
oppofe,  and  to  effeft,  fo  far  as 
Paris  was  concerned,  the  purpofes 
they  had  in  contemplation. ” 

That  there  may  be  fome  founda¬ 
tion  fora  part  of  thefe  affertions  is 
pofiible ;  that,  induced  by  a  profpeft 
of  more  humane  and  moderate 
councils,  fome  emigrants  might 
have  returned  is  probable  ;  and  that 
fome  hot-headed  royalifts  might 
even  flatter  themfelves  with  a  re- 
ftoration  of  the  old  regimen  may 
alfo  be  credited  ;  but  they  certainly 
had  no  connexion  with  the  majority 
of  the  councils.  Thedefigns  of  the 
emigrants,  and  their  friends,  the 
refident-royalifts,  were  certainly,  as 
far  as  they  went,  a  total  fubverfion 
of  the  conftitution  and  the  repub¬ 
lic  :  the  projeft  of  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  the  party  in  the  council  went 
certainly  no  further  than  effefting 
a  change  in  the  direftory,  without 
changing  the  form  of  the  republic  ; 
whilft  a  verv  few  of  the  council 

j  z 

might  poffibly  be  in  league  with 
the  royalift  party,  and  enter  into 
the  full  extent  of  their  views. 

Although  this  party  might  join 
with  the  majority  in  the  councils 
in  purfu.it  of  their  fyftem,  the  mem-, 
bers  who  compofed  that  majority 
were  very  far  from  entering  into 
their  vie^  s.  When  one  of  the  ma¬ 
jority 
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jority  in  the  five  hundred  publifhed 
a  pamphlet  adarefied  to- his  confti- 
tuents,  declaring  that  they  were  be¬ 
trayed,  and  in  the  council  of  the 
ancients  a  member  exclaimed  from 
the  tribune,  that  the  counter-revo¬ 
lution  was  in  the  council  of  five 
hundred,  the  councils,  though  prefix¬ 
ed  to  notice  the  exprefiions,  palled 
to  the  order  of  the  day,  as  if  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  alfertions  were  ill 
founded. 

Though  the  views  of  the  coun- 
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cil,  however,  were  probably  di¬ 
rected  only  to  the  reform  of  what 
they  deemed  abufes  in  the  confti- 
tution,  they  confidered  it  as  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary  to  remove  the  cor¬ 
rupt  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  directory  ;  and  thefe  defigns 
were  not  coloured  nor  concealed. 
During  the  laft  days  of  the  month 
of  Thermidor,  and  the  beginning 
of  the  following  month,  daily  re¬ 
ports  were  fpread  of  attacks  that 
were  to  be  made,  or,  in  the  gentle 
language  of  the  Parifians,  accuftom- 
ed  to  revolutions,  that  mouvements 
were  to  take  place.  That  thefe 
movements  on  the  fide  of  the  an- 
ti-direClorials  did  not  take  place  has 
been  attributed  to  the  indecifion  and 
divifion  amongft  their  members  3 

and  that  the  directory  fhould  have 

* 

fo  long  retarded  its  operations 
againfi:  the  party,  knowing  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  their  hoftilitv,  has  been 
afcribed  to  their  forbearance,  and 
wifh  to  try  every  other  mode  rather 
than  that  of  force.  But  the  direc¬ 
tory  in  reality  were  in  no  danger 
from  thefe  hoftile  projects  of  the 
councils,  fince  they  were  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  plan  of  their  intended 
operations,  and  held,  as  it  were,  the 
command  of  the  military  force  of 
the  party  in  their  hand,  as  well  as 
the  deliberations  of  their  commit¬ 
tees.  Whilft,  therefore,  by  fecret 
i  p  r  i  n  gs ,  the  d  i  re  Cto  rv  fou  0  d  the  m  ea  n  s 
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of  guiding  this  machine,  tnere  was 
no  danger  in  delaying  to  crufli  it 
till  their  own  plan  of  re-a&ion  was 
matured,  and  till  they  had  arrang¬ 
ed  the  fyftem  of  future  government, 
after  difpofing  of  their  vanquifhed 
opponents.  The  friends  of  the  di¬ 
rectory  were  advifed  of  the  ftep 
which  they  meant  to  take  a  day  or 
two  previous  to  the  18th  of  FruCti- 
dor  (4th  of  September);  but  the 
fecret  was  not  fo  well  kept,  but  that 
certain  members  of  the  anti-direc- 
torial  party  were  informed' in  good 
time  ;  and  not  having  full  reliance 
on  the  courage  or  conduCl  of  their 
own  party,  had  withdrawn  them- 
felves  from  the  conteft. 

On  the  night  of  the  1 7th  of  Fruc- 
tidor  (3d  of  September),  the  guard 
of  the  dire&ory,  and  the  garrifon 
of  Paris,  had  been  reinforced  by 
bodies  of  troops,  which  made  the 
military  force  on  the  fide  of  the  di¬ 
rectory  amount  to  near  10,000  men. 
The  minifiers  had  afiembled  at  the 
Luxembourg,  during  the  evening, 
to  receive  their  inftruCtions.  Bar- 
thelemy,  who  refufed  to  join  in 
the  deliberations,  was  put  under 
arreft  in  his  own  apartments.  Car¬ 
not,  who  better  underftood  the  na¬ 
ture  of  revolutionary  meafures,  had 
made  his  cfcape. 

■  Before  day-break,  a  divifion  of 
this  army  had  taken  pofleffion  of 
the  quays,  bridges,  principal  fireets, 
and  every  avenue,  or  poft  of  con- 
feqyence  ;  another  divifion  was 
ordered  to  furround  the  Thuilleries, 
and  the  five  hundred,  where  the  in~ 
fpedors  of  the  hall,  who  were 
among  the  chiefs  of  the  anti-direc-» 
tonal  party,  were  then  afiembled  in 
deliberation.  The  divifion,  which 
was  ordered  on  this  fervice,  ad¬ 
vanced  to  execute  it  on  the  fide  of 
the  Champs-EiyfCes.  General  Au- 
gereau,  in  the  name  of  the  direc- 
torv,  fummoned  the  commander  of 

the 
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the  pod  to  open  the  iron  g&tes  of 
the  Thuilieries.  Five  minutes  were 
granted  to  him  whilft  he  fent  for 
orders:  at  the  expiration  of  this 
time  he  was  informed,  that  the 
gates,  if  not  opened,  fhould  be 
broken  down  by  the  artillery.  The 
grenadiers,  hearing  this  menace, 
prevented  its  execution,  by  open- 
-  ing  the  paftage,  and  leaving  the 
garden  free  for  the  entry  of  the  af- 
failants.  Some  little  fhow  of  re¬ 
finance  was  made  ;  but  Augereau 
advancing  to  Ramel,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  body-guard  of  the  conn- 
cils,  and  who  had  blamed  the  cow¬ 
ardly  conduit  of  his  foldiers,  treat¬ 
ed  him  with  indignity,  and  put  him 
under  arreft.  A  detachment  was 
lent  to  the  hall,  to  put  the  mem¬ 
bers,  whom  they  found,  under  ar¬ 
reft  ;  in  which  number  were  the 
generals  Pichegru  andWillot,  who 
were  fent,  with  eleven  others,  to 
the  Temple. 

The  whole  of  this  biifinefs  was 
fini filed  before  the  people  of  Paris 
bad  rifen  from  their  beds.  They 
were  but  little  fnrprifed  at  feeing 
themfclves,  as  it  were,  in  the  midft 
bf  a  camp  :  but  the  only  aftonifh- 
ment  that  it  excited  was  the  tran¬ 
quillity  with  which  this  event  had 
palled. 

The  decifive  conduit  of  the  di¬ 
rectory,  who  were  more  atrocious 
and  more  accuftomed  to  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  the  revolution  than  their 
opponents,  had  determined  the  con- 
teft.  There  was  no  appearance  of 
reliftance  in  any  quarter  of  the 
town  j  and  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
return  of  the  bloody  ftruggle  of 
Vendemiaire,  which  was  ever  be- 
•fore  the  eyes  of  the  Panfians,  gave 
way  to  other  fentiments;  when 
they  were  informed,  by  numerous 
placards,  ftuck  profit  fely  on  the 
walls  in  every  ftreet,  that  a  vaft  roy- 
alift  confpiracy  had  been  difcovered 
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and  defeated.  The  deputies,  ifrhd 
were  for  the  moft  part,  ignorant  of 
the  events  that  had  taken  place  ' 
during  the  night,  aflembled  early  at 
the  ufual  place  of  their  meetings 
to  take  cognifance  of  what  had 
pafted  ;  but  they  found  the  feals 
put  on  the  doors  of  the  hall  of  the 
ancients ;  and  to  thofe  who  were  af- 
fembled  at  the  five  hundred,  an 
arrete  of  the  directory  was  present¬ 
ed,  ftating  that  the  general  Auge¬ 
reau  was  empowered  to  put  the  feals 
on  the  doors  of  the  two  councils  • 
that  the  reprefentatives  were  in¬ 
vited  to  aflemble  in  the  hall  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  furgeons,  and  the  theatre 
of  the  Odeon,  which  were  prepared 
for  their  reception. 

Of  the  deputies  who  were  prefent^ 
and  of  thofe  that  came  fucceffively 
to  the  ufual  places  of  meeting,  fome 
went  to  the  new  places  indicated  in 
the  arrete,  and  others,  either  re¬ 
turned  home  to  wait  the  event,  or 
to  find  out  their  colleagues,  to  deli¬ 
berate  by  which  mode  they  fhould 
regulate  their  conduit  in  the  pre- 
fent  conjuncture.  By  the  hour  of  • 
noon,  the  ancients  had  aftem bled  to 
the  number  of  forty,  and  the  five 
hundred  to  about  eighty.  By  this 
time  they  were  fully  informed  of 
the  events  that  had  taken  place, 
and  knew  alfo  that  their  colleagues 
were,  for  the  moft  part,  aflembled 
at  the  Odeon,  and  its  neighbour¬ 
hood.  Unwilling  to  fa  nit  ion  this 
alt  of  the  directory,  which  they 
judged  illegal,  they  went,  with  their 
presidents  at  their  head,  to  their  ac¬ 
cuftomed  place  of  meeting,  and 
fummoned  the  officer  at  the  poft  to 
withdraw  his  guard  and  open  the 
doors  of  their  halts.  On  the  refu- 
fal  of  the  officer,  the  deputies  with¬ 
drew  ;  fome  of  them  went  to  join 
the  majority  ;  and  others,  who  re- 
fufed  to  fubmit  to  the  invitation  of 
the  directory  j  aflembled  at  the 
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houfes  of  two  of  their  colleagues, 
to  proteft  againft  the  meafures  of 
government.  Thofe  of  the  five 
hundred  were  framing  this  proteft, 
when  they  were  informed,  that  the 
prefident  of  the  ancients,  with  all 
who  were  affembled  at  his  houfe, 
were  arrefted,  and  fent  to  the  Tem¬ 
ple;  on  which  they  withdrew  any 
further  oppofition,  and  the  Odeon, 
and  the  chirurgical-hall,  became  the 
feats  of  the  different  branches  of 
the  legiilature. 

The  hiftory  of  this  atrocious  adl, 
detailed  in  the  way  moft  favourable 
to  the  vidtors,  was  communicated 
to  the  people  as  has  been  already 
obferved,  by  notices  ftuck  on  the 
walls,  accompanied  by  an  arrete  of 
the  directory,  which  infiidted  the 
pain  of  death  on  any  who  fnouid 
propofe  the  reftitution  of  royalty, 
or  of  the  conftitution  of  1793,  or 
the  placing  the  family  of  Orleans 
on  the  throne.  By  the  fame  de¬ 
cree,  the  adminiftrations  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Seine,  and  of  the 
municipality  of  Paris,  were  likewife 
temporarily  fufpended. 

The  proclamation  which  an¬ 
nounced  the  tranfadfion  was  fup- 
ported  by  fuch  pretended  juftifica- 
tory  proofs  as  the  directory  had 
time  to  forge  and  prepare  for  the 
occafion.  The  principal  piece  was, 
a  paper  pretended  to  be  written  by 
M.  D’Antraigues,  and  found  at 
Venice  in  his  porte-feuille.  This 
paper,  the  genuinenefs  of  which 
was  attefted  by  the  generals  Buona¬ 
parte,  Clark,  and  Bert-hier,  contain¬ 
ed  minutes  of  a  converfation  held 
at  Venice  by  this  agent  of  Louis 
XVIII,  with  the  count  De  Mont- 
gaillard,  another  agent  of  the  coa- 
.  lition,  in  which  the, fabricated  hif¬ 
tory  of  general  Pichegru’s  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  agents  of  the 
prince  of  Conde  is  detailed.  In 
this  paper  it  is  afferted,  “  that  find¬ 


ing  Pichegru  difpofed  to  liften  to 
propofitions,  the  count,  in  the  name 
of  Louis  XVIII.  and  the  prince 
of  Conde,  offered  him  the  place 
of  marfhal  of  France,  the  red 
ribband,  the  government  of  Al¬ 
fa  ce,  lands,  penfions,  and  privi¬ 
leges  in  great  profufion.  The  fer- 
vices  required  in  return  were  the 
delivery  of  the  fortrefs  of  Hunin- 
gue,  and  his  union  with  the  prince 
of  Conde’s  army  to  march  to  Pa¬ 
ris.  Pichegru,  not  trufting  to  the 
promifes  of  Montgaillard,  required, 
more  authentic  evidence  of  the 
prince’s  intentions,  which  were? 
procured  with  fome  difficulty,  by 
the  count,  from  the  prince,  whcf 
confirmed  what  Montgaillard  had 
written.  The  meffenger  and  agent 
of  the  count  to  Pichegru,  who  was 
an  inhabitant  of  Neufchatel,  nam¬ 
ed  Fauche-Borel,  after  prefenting 
Conde’s  latter,  and  receiving  Pi¬ 
chegru’s  acknowledgment,  ex¬ 
plained  the  conditions  required  bjr 
the  prince,  namely,  the  delivery  of  • 
Huningue,  and  the  march  to  Paris, 
with  which  Pichegru  refufed  id 
comply  ;  Bating,  that  unwilling  to' 
make  the  third  volume  of  La¬ 
fayette  and  Dumouriez  he  would 
do  nothing  rafhly  or  incomplete; 
He  obferved  to  the  agent,  that  his 
means  were  great  and  fure ;  that 
they  had  their  roots  not  only  in  his 
army,  but  at  Paris,  in  the  conven¬ 
tion,  in  the  departments,  in  the 
armies  of  the  generals,  his  col¬ 
leagues,  who  thought  like  himfeif, 
that  the  prefent  fyftem  muft  finifli ; 
that  France  could  not  exift  as 
a  republic ;  that  there  muft  be 
a  king ;  and  that  king,  Louis 
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“  To  effedt  with  fecurity  this 
meafure,  he  obferved,  that  the 
prince’s  plan  was  altogether  in? 
eifedtive ;  that  the  prince  would 
be  driven  from  Huningue  in  five 
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days  ;  and  he,  Pichegru,  would  be 
ruined  in  a  fortnight.  The  plan 
which  Pichegru  propofed  in  return 
was,  to  crofs  the  Rhine  on  fome 
day  which  fhould  be  indicated,  af¬ 
ter  filling  the  flrong  places  with  his 
confidential  officers ;  to  proclaim 
the  king,  and  hoift  the  white  flatid- 
ard  ;  to  unite  his  army  with  thole 
of  Wurmfer  and  Conde  ;  to  repafs 
the  Rhine,  and,  putting  the  flrong 
places  kept  by  his  troops  into  the 
hands  of  the  Imperialifts,  march 
on  to  Paris  with  the  united  armies, 
where  he  fhould  be  in  fourteen 
-days.’* 

This  plan,  it  appears  from 
D’Antraigue’s  minutes,  was  not  re- 
liilied  bv  M.  de  Conde;  whole  flu- 
pidity,  and  ridiculous  pride,  are 
pourtrayed  with  great  indignation 
by  the  writer  ;  who,  approving  of 
Pichegru’s  propofitions,  as  leading 
to  fuccefs  nearly  infallible,  repre- 
fents  the  prince  of  Conde  as  re¬ 
jecting  them,  becaufe,  lecure  of 
the  counter-revolution  by  other 
means,  he  -would  not  fhare  with 
the  Auflrian  general,  to  whom 
the  plan  mu  ft  neceftarily  be  com¬ 
municated,  the  glory  of  effect¬ 
ing  it.  i 

The  other  papers  wrere  letters  of 
the  prince  de  Conde  to  Imbert  Co¬ 
lonies,  at  Lyons,  reprefented  as  a 
principal  agent  of  the  pretender,  and 
who  was  then  a  deputy  of  the  five 
hundred,  and  various  pieces  of  Du- 
verne  des  Prefles,  the  contents  of 
which  have  already  been flated.  The 
authenticity  of  fome  of  thole  pieces, 
it  in uft  be  obferved,  has  been 
doubted  upon,  apparently,  the  beft 
grounds.  The  parties  concerned 
alldeclared,folemnly,that  the  whole 
was  a  forgery,  and  only  a  ftratagem 
of  the  directory  to  ex c life  their 
ufurpations.  To  confirm  this  opi¬ 
nion,-  D’Antraigues,  and  Fauche- 
Borel,  publiflied  each  a  denial  of 


the  parts  which  are  allotted  to  theirf 
in  this  confpiracy,  the  one  as  the 
agent,  and  the  other  as  the  writer 
of  the  piece  that  was  publifhed. 
To  counteract  the  effects  of  this 
denial,  it  was  aflerted  bv  the  direc- 
tory  that  a  fecret  correfpondence 
had  been  feifed  by  general  Moreau* 
at  Offenbourg,  on  his  laft  paffage 
acrofs  the  Rhine.  This  corre¬ 
fpondence,  faid  to  be  found  a- 
mongft  the  baggage  of  general 
Klinglen,  was  tranfmitted  by  Mo¬ 
reau  to  the  director  Barthelemy, 
fvith  a  letter  importing  their  con¬ 
tents,  which  reached  Paris  three  days 
after  the  events  of  the  eighteenth 
of  FruCtidor.  Thefe  papers,  which 
occupy  about  feventy  printed  (beets* 
preceded  by  a  letter  from  Moreau 
to  the  minifter  of  police,  giving  a 
hiftorv  of  the  capture,  and  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  delay  in  trans¬ 
mitting  it,  by  the  time  taken  to 
decypher  and  arrange  the  corre¬ 
fpondence  which  he  had  to  offer 
as  proofs  in  his  accufation  of  Pi¬ 
chegru  as  a  traitor,  proclaimed  in 
his  letter  to  Barthelemy.  This  im- 
menfe  correfpondence,  in  which 
Pichegru,  Wurmfer,  Klinglen,  the 
prince  of  Conde,  Mr.  Wickham 
the  englifli  envoy,  Witterfbach,  and 
Fauche-Borel,  form  the  principal 
perfonages,  would  indeed  be  legal 
evidence  againft  the  general,  could 
vve  attribute  any  degree  of  authen¬ 
ticity  to  it ;  but  though  the  matter 
remains  yet  unexplained,  we  can¬ 
not  but  fulpefl  the  whole  to  be  a 
fabrication. 

The  remnants  of  the  councils, 
in  this  complete  ftate  of  degrada¬ 
tion,  having  aftembled  each  in  the 
places  allotted  for  them  (to  keep 
up  the  farce  of  legiflation,  when 
the  conftitution  was  no  more),  fent 
a  meffage  to  inform  the  dire&ory 
that  they  were  in  Railed,  and  to  de¬ 
mand  an  account  of  the  fituatioa 
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of  the  republic,  and  of  the  events 
which  had  occafioned  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  meafures  which  had  been 
taken.  To  this  requifition  the  di¬ 
rectory  replied,  by  fending  to  the 
council  various  papers,  among 
which  were  thofe  that  had  already 
been  publiihed.  They  obferved, 
“  that  the  meafures  which  had 
been  taken  were  enjoined  by  ftrong 
neceflity  ;  that  further  delay  would 
have  delivered  the  republic  into 
the  hands  of  its  enemies  ;  and  after 
a  (liort  detail  ot  the  means  by  which 
this  fubverfion  was  to  have  been 
operated,  concluded  bv  congratu¬ 
lating  the  councils  on  their  efcape ,  and 
afierdng,  that,  in  matters  of  hate, 
extreme  meafures  are  to  be  appre¬ 
ciated  only  bv  circumftances.” 

A  commiffion  having  been  form¬ 
ed,  confifting  of  five  members,  to 
confider  of  the  meafures  which 
ought  to  be  taken  in  the  prefent 
crifis,  prefented  a  report,  in  which 
they  fandtioned  the  conduct  of  the 
diredtorv,  and  pointed  out  the 
means  which  were  neceflary  to  en- 
fure  the  continuance  of  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  the  exifience  of 
the  republic.  They  then  pretended 
to  draw  a  parallel  between  the  pro- 
fperous  fituation  of  the  republic, 
previous  to  the  laid  elections,  and 
the  dangers  with  which  it  was  then 
iurrounded. 

“  This  fiate,”  the  reporter  ob¬ 
ferved,  “  was  theconfequence  of  the 
vaft  confpiracv,  theobjedt  of  which 
was  the  definition  of  liberty,  and 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  ancient 
onler  of  things*  This  confpiracy,” 
he  afterted,  “  had  its  feat  in  the  le- 
gifladve  body  ;  but  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  confpirators  was  not 
great,  though  their  influence  was 
extend  ve.  One  of  the  meafures  of 
this  party,  and  which  they  fuc- 
ceeded  in  carrying  into  execution, 
he  faid,  was  to  deprive  the  execu- 
1798. 
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tive  power  of  the  moral  and  con- 
ftitutional  means  of  carrying  on  its 
functions  ;  to  arraign  every  part  of 
its  condudt;  and,  by  degrees,  de¬ 
prive  it  of  each  of  its  prerogatives, 
and  thus  bring  it  to  diflolution.  It 
was  this  fail  crifis  which  the  wif- 
dom  and  activity  of  the  directory 
had  averted.’’  As  fuch  was  the 
position  of  things,  the  committee 
fuggefied  that  great  and  vigorous 
meafures  flionld  be  taken.  “  The 
members  of  the  council  ought,”  it 
was  obferved,  “  to  confider  them- 
felves  as  on  the  field  of  battle,  where 
the  contending  powers  were  the 

friends  and  enemies  of  liberty  and 
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the  republic;  that  having  {truck 
the  firft  ftroke,  no  time  was  to  be 
loft  in  fecuring  the  victory,  which 
was  to  be  done  by  difarming  the 
enemy,  and  fending  them  away 
forever  from  a  republic  which  was 
the  objedt  of  their  deteftation,  and 
which  they  were  leagued  to  de¬ 
fir  oy.”  This  abjedt  commifiion, 
after  declaring  its  abhorrence  of  fan- 
gu inary  meafures,  and  at  the  fame 
time  under  the  neceflity  of  taking 
fuch  fieps  as  fhould  not  commit 
the  fafety  of  the  ftate,  propofed  to 
the  council  the  punifliment  of  exile 
for  fuch  as  they  (liould  deem  ob- 
j edits  of  the  public  vengeance,  as 
agents  or  accomplices  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  confpiracy  ;  which  meafure 
fhould  be  alfo  extended  to  the  emi¬ 
grants  who  had  re-entered,  and  to 
the  priefis  who  refufed  fubmilfion 
to  the  laws  of  the  republic. 

After  reading  the  report  of  the 
committee,  a  feiies  of  propofidons 
were  affedted  to  be  fubmitted  to 
the  difcujjion  of  the  council  founded 
on  the  report.  Thefe  propofidons 
were  adopted,  after  a  few  amend¬ 
ments,  which  confifted  chiefly  of 
exceptions  made  to  the  article  which 
contained  the  names  of  thofe  who 
were  condemned  to  banifiunent. 
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The  preamble  to  this  feries  con¬ 
fined  of  various  confiderations, 
fuch  as  “  the  conflant  purfuit  of 
the  plan  laid  down  in  the  inflruc- 
tions  of  the  confpirators,  Brothier, 
Duverne  des  Prefles,  and  the  other 
agents  of  the  pretender,  difltmi- 
nated  throughout  the  republic ; 
whereby  the  primary  and  electoral 
alTembiies  had  been  directed  and 
feduced  in  their  choice  ;  that, 
excepting  in  a  few  instances,  where 
the  energy  of  the  republicans  had 
neutralised  their  attempts,  the  late 
eledtions  had  not  only  filled  the 
departmental  adminiflrations,  but 
alfo  the  late  third  of  the  legiflature, 
with  emigrants,  with  rebel-leaders, 
and  confirmed  royalifls ;  that  the 
conflitution  was  attacked  by  a  part 
of  thofe  who  were  exprefsly  called 
to  defend  it,  and  againfi  which  no 
precautions  had  been  taken  ;  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  defend  it,  with¬ 
out  recourfe  to  extraordinary  mea¬ 
sures;  and  that,  to  crufh  the  exifl- 
ing  confpiracy,  and  prevent  the 
general  effufion  of  blood,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  council  to  examine 
the  attempts  brought  againfi  the 
conflitution  from  the  month  of  Prai- 
real  preceding,  and  to  take  fuch 
further  meafures  as  fhould  fecure 
the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  the 
people  from  further  danger.” 

In  confequeuce  of  thefeconfidera- 
tions,  the  council  (if  fuch  in  its  pre- 
fent  date  it  ought  to  be  called)  de¬ 
creed,  amongft  other  articles,  that  the 
operations  of  the  primary  aflemblies, 
communal  and  electoral,  of  forty- 
nine  departments*,  were  unlawful 
and  void  ;  that  the  perfons  named 
to  public  employments  by  the 


primary,  communal,  or  ele&oral  af- 
femblies  of  thefe  departments,  in¬ 
cluding  the  members  of  the  legis¬ 
lative  body,  (It o u Id  forthwith  ceafie 
their  functions ;  that  the  directory 
fhould  be  empowered  to  fill  Up  the 
Vacancies  in  the  tribunal;  that 
thofe  difpofitions  of  the  exclufive 
law  of  the  third  Brumaire,  which 
had  been  repealed  in  favour  of  the 
relations  of  emigrants,  fhould  be 
revoked,  and  the  law  re- eft  a  bli  filed 
againfi  them  till  four  years  after 
the  peace ;  and  that,  during  this 
fpace,  they  fhould  not  be  permitted 
to  vote  in  the  primary  affemblies, 
nor  be  named  electors. 

Thus,  in  the  firll  inflance,  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  were 
outraged  by  an  armed  fprce,  in 
dire£l  violation  of  the  conflitution  ; 
and  in  the  fecond,  the  people  them- 
felves  were  robbed  of  their  rights 
and  privileges  by  an  a£l  of  ty¬ 
ranny,  as  grofs  and  as  illegal  as 
any  thing  which  was  exclaimed 
againfi  in  the  former  government. 
Whatever  be  the  political  fenti- 
ments  of  any  man,  who  reads  this 
account,  we  miifl  pronounce  him 
no  friend  to  liberty,  who  fan£tions 
or  approves  fo  dire£l  a  violation 
of  every  thing  which  ought  to  be 
facred  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  pro- 
fefs  themfelves  the  votaries  of  free¬ 
dom.  From  this  moment  pofterity 
will' date  the  decline  and  fall  of  the 
French  republic;  fince  the  men* 
who  thus  infulted  everv  found  and 
virtuous  principle,  proved  them¬ 
felves  afterwards  as  incapable  in  the 
exercife  of  power  as  they  were 
daring  in  afiiiming  it. 

The  13th  article  contains  the 


*  Theie  departments  were  1’Ain,  l’Ardfeche,  l’Arrrfcge,  I’Aube,  l’Aveyron,  Bouchesdu 
Rhone,  Calvados,  Charentc,  Cher,  Cotes  d’Or,  Cotes  du  Nord,  Dordogne,  l’Eure,  Eure 
et  Loire,  Gironde,  Herauit,  Ille  et  Vilaine,  Indre  et  Loire,  Loire,  Haute  Loire,  Loire 
ImYrieure,  Loiret,  Manche,  Marne,  Mayenne,  Mont  Blanc,  Morbihan,  Mofelle,  les 
Deux  Nethes,  Nord,  Oife,  Orne,  Pas  de  Calais,  Puy  de  Ddfne,  Bas  Rhin,  Haut  Rliin, 
Rh6nc,  Haute  Saonfc,.  Saone  et  Loire,  Sarthe,  Seitre  Inferieure,  Seine  et  Marne, 
Seine  et  Oife,  Somme,  Tarn,  Var,  Vauclufe,  Yonue, 


names 
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names*  of  thofe  who  were  to  be 
tranfported,  to  the  number  of  fixty- 
five  j  of  whom  fifty-three  were 
members  of  the  two  councils  ;  and 
the  two  dire&ors,  Barthelemy  and 
Carnot :  the  place  of  their  exile 
was  to  be  determined  by  the  direc¬ 
tory,  and  their  property  to  be  fe- 
quelfered  till  authentic  proof  was 
received  of  their  arrival  at  the  place 
of  baniflunent.  It  was  further 
enacted,  that  the  emigrants  who 
had  entered  the  republic  to  folicit 
their  erafure  from  the  lift,  and  who 
were  not  definitively  ftruck  off, 
fit oul d  leave  the  republic  in  a  li¬ 
mited  time;  that  thofe  who  were 
detained  in  prifon,  and  who  had 
forfeited  their  lives,  ftiould  be  ba- 
niftied  ;  that  the  law  lately  made  to 
recall  the  baniflaed  priefts  was  re¬ 
pealed  ;  that  the  directory  was  in¬ 
verted  with  the  power  of  fending 
away,  by  decrees  individually  no- 
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tifiefd,  fuch  priefts  as  difturbed  the 
public  peace;  and  that  the  oath 
to  be  taken  in  future  ftiould  be 
that  of  hatred  to  royalty  and 
anarchy,  and  of  attachment  to  the 
republic  and  the  prefent  conftitu- 
tion.  Puniftiments  were  likewife 
decreed  againft  any  of  the  confti- 
tuted  authorities  which  ftiould  not 
punctually  execute  the  laws  in  this 
refpedf.  Various  new  regulations 
were  made  in  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice.  The  remainder  of  the 
family  of  Bourbon  were  expelled, 
and  their  eftates  confiscated;  the 
directory  being  charged  to  defig- 
nate  the  place  of  their  banifhment, 
and  allow  them  a  revenue  out  of 
their  eftates.  To  evince  the  further 
regard  for  liberty  in  thefe  defpica- 
ble  tyrants,  the  nevof papers  and  other 
periodical  publications  were  placed 
under  the  infpcfiion  of  the  police  ' 
for  the  term  of  a  year.  The  law 
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Aubrv 

•  J.  J.  Aimd  dit  job  Aimd 
Bayard 

Blain  (des  Bouches  du 
Rhone) 

Bo  iffy  d’Anglas 
Borne 

Bourdon  (de  l’Oife) 

Cad  roi 
Coucheri 

Delahaye  (de  la  Seine  Tn- 
fdr.) 

Delarue 

Doumere 

Dumolard 


Duplantier 

Duprat 

Gibert  Defmolidres 
Henry  Larividre 
Iinbert  Colonies  _ 

Camille  Jordan 
j  ourdan.  (Andrd  Jofeph, 
BourLes  du  Rhone) 

Gau 

Lacarrifere 

Lemarchand  Gomicourt 
Lemerer 

Merl'an 

Madier 

Maillard 


Noailles 

Andrd  (de  la  Lozere) 

Mac-Curtain 

Pavie 

Padoret 

Pichegru 

Poliffart 

Praire  Montand 

Quatremfcre  Quincy 

Salariin 

Simeon 

V  auvilliers 

Vienot  V aublanc 

Villarct  Joyeufe 


Willot. 


Earb£  Marbois 
Dumas 

Ferrant  Vaillant 
Laffon  Ladebat 
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Laumont 

Muraire 

Murinais 

Paradis 


Portalis 

Rovere 

Tronfon  Ducoudray, 


C  arnot,  diredteur 
Barthelemy,  diredteur 
Brottier,  ex-abbd 
Lavillheurnois,  ex- magi  drat 
Duverne  DupraMe,  dit  Dunan 
Cochon,  ex-minifire  de  la  police 
Doffonville,  ex-employd  &  la  police 


Miranda,  general 
Morgan,  general 
Suard,  journalide 
Maithe,  ex-convcntionel 
Ramel,  commandant  des  grenadiers  du 
corps  ldgiflatif, 

R  2 , 
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again  ft  popular  focieties  was  re¬ 
pealed,  as  well  as  thofe  refpedting 
the*  organifation  of  the  national 
guard,  and  the  prohibition  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  directory  of 
fufpending  the  civil  authority,  or 
putting  a  commune  in  a  ftate  of 
fiege. 

Thefe  proportions  being  fent  to 
the  council  of  the  ancients,  a  dif- 
cuflion  enlued  refpedting  certain 
claules,  and  chiefly  on  that  article 
which  contained  the  lift  of  perfons 
defignated  by  the  five  hundred  to 
banifliment.  The  directory  per¬ 
ceiving  this  liefitation,  fent  a  mcf- 
fage,  or  more  properly,  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  things,  an  order  to  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  reprefent- 
ing  the  danger  of  delays  and  ex¬ 
horting  them  to  imitate  the  con- 
du£t  which  they  had  obferved ;  to 
let  no  metaphyfical  difcuflion  re- 
fpedting  principles  interrupt  the 
fpeedy  courfe  of  national  jujlice ; 
that  being  placed  in  the  moft  lin¬ 
gular  of  positions,  they  could  not 
apply  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  con- 
ilitution,  unlefs  they  wiflied  to  de- 
liver  up  the  republic  to  its  ene¬ 
mies.  a  If  the  friends  of  kings 
find  friends  amongft  you,  if  Haves 
can  meet  protestors,  if  you  delay 
an  inftant,  defpair  of  the  falvation 
of  France,  fhut  up  the  book  of  the 
conftitution,  and  tell  the  patriots 


that  the  knell  of  the  republic  has 
tolled.”  This  meftage  was  imme¬ 
diately  fent  by  the  five  hundred  to 
the  ancients,  and  the  propofitions 
pafled  into  a  law  without  further 
oppolition. 

Suppoling  the  aflertions  of  the 
directory  to  have  been  (what  they 
were  not)  proved,  ftill,  if  they  had 
had  any  regard  to  that  juflice  which 
was  upon  their  Ups*  but  not  in 
their  conduct,  furely  fome  greater 
difcrimination  ought  to  have  been 
made  in  the  fate  of  thofe  who  were 
marked  out  as  objects  of  pu- 
niftiment.  Had  the  council  of 
elders  not  been  degraded  to  the 
lowed  pitch,  more  proof  would 
have  been  required  than  the  mere 
lift  of  names,  which  the  council  of 
five  hundred  fent  up,  to  convince 
them  that  Tronqon-Ducoudrav, 
Simeon,  and  Portalis,  were  impli¬ 
cated  in  the  fame  crimes  with  sBro- 
thier,  Duverne  des  Prefles,  and 
Lavilleheurnois,  the  avowed  agents 
of  Louis ;  or  that  Barthelemy  the 
director,  and  Cochon  the  ex-mi- 
nifter  of  police,  ought  to  (bare  the 
punifiiment  of  Rovere  and  Mi¬ 
randa  ;  the  one  the  chief  adtor  in 
the  murders  of  Avignon,  and  the 
other  an  indefatigable  but  impru¬ 
dent  iilftrument  in  the  confpira* 
cies  of  every  party. 


C  H  A  P.  Xil. 

Xvlefages  of  the  Directory  on  the  Mode  of  raifing  Supplies ,  and  on  the  filling  up 
the  Vacancies  in  the  D  ire  Bor y.  Banifiwent  of  the  JournaliJls.  Nomina - 
turn  to  the  Dire  Story.  D  if  orders  in  the  South.  Recall  of  the  French  Nego¬ 
tiators  at  Life.  MiJJion  of  others.  Departure  of  Lord  Malmefbury.  Ah - 
fur d  Account  of  Lord  Malmefbnrf  s  MiJJion  publifhed  in  the.  Official  Papers  of 
the  French  Government.  RefeBions  on  the  forged  Letter.  Final  Clofe  of 
the  Negotiation  between  the  French  Republic  and  England.  Negotia¬ 
tion  with  the  Emperor  for  definitive  Treaty.  Suppojed  Datifes  of  the 
Delay  m  the  N egotia tions  during  the  Summer.  Treaty  oj  Peace  con¬ 
cluded  at  Campo-Formio.  Principal  Conditions  of  the  Treaty .  Pacifica  - 

tion  with  the  E mp i r c— referred  to  a  Congrefs.  Surrender  of  Venice  to  the 

ffimperor. 
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'Emperor.  Defpair  of  the  Venetian  Patriots.  Portugal .  Treaty  of  Peace 

negotiated  by  Portugal  with  France  during  the.  Summer — dififolved.  Impri- 
fitment  of  the  Portuguefe  Embajfador.  Embiguity  of  the  ConduX  of  the 
Spanijh  Court.  DfajjcXion  and  Ineficacy  of  the  Allies  of  the  Freni h  Re¬ 
public.  Affairs  of  Holland.  Treaty  of  Alliance,  of  en five  and  dfenfve, 
with  the  King  of  Sardinia.  Reflexions  on  Claufes  in  the  late  7  reaties. 
Proclamations  of  the  Directory  againf  the  Engli/h  Government.  Review 
made  by  the  French  Government  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Neutral  Powers  during 
the  JVar.  Of  Switzerland .  Decree  of  the  Directory  demanding  the  Ex- 
pulfon  of  the  Engli/h  Embaffador  to  the  Helvetic  Confederacy .  Departure 
of  the  Englijh  Embaffador.  Object  of  his  Miff  on  at  Berne  faid  to  be  difi 
covered  in  P  iche.gr  u  s  Correfpondence.  Deputies  from  the  Senate  of  Berne  to 
Paris  ordered  to  leave  the  Republic.  Deputies  from  the  United  States  of 
America.  RefleXions  on  the  ConduX  of  the  American  G overnment .  Con¬ 

temptuous  Sentiments  of  the  French  Government  towards  the  new  P  ref  dent  of 
the  United  States.  Probable  Failure  of  the  pending  Negotiation.  Vote  of 
Supplies  for  the  enfuing  Year.  Report  on  further  refraining  Laves  re- 
fpeXing  the  former  Nobles.  Propofitions  of  tlie  Committee — rejeXed  with 
Indignation.  State  of  the .  Church.  Meeting  of  a  National  Ecclefiajiical 
Council.  RetrofpeX  of  Ecclefiaflical  Affairs  during  the  lafi  Year.  Theo- 
philanthropifn.  Report  on  the  prefent  State  of  the  Catholic  Religion  in 
France — In  Cor  flea — In  the  French  Wefi  India  Ifands.  Religious  State 
of  the  freed  Negroes — Negro  General ,  Touffaint  I  Oliver ture — In  the 
French  Colonies  in  South  America — In  the  Mauritius — In  the  Eaf  Indies — 
In  the  Levant — At  Conflantinople.  Sentiments  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Gal¬ 
lic  an  Church ,  with  refpeX  to  the  Papal  See.  Support  of  the  Papal  See  by 
Protefant  Efablifiments .  Probable  Caufes  ef  this  Support.  The  StXs  in 
Germany.  Difpoftions  of  fome  Lutherans  to  enter  the  Bofom  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  State  of  Popery  in  other  Parts  of  the  JVorld.  RefleXions  of  the 
Pi/hop  of  Blois  on  the  approaching  Regeneration  of  Mankind.  Proceedings 
of  the  Council.  Plan  and  Conditions  of  the  religious  P acif cation.  Re- 
jleXions  on  the  Articles  enjoined  by  the  Council.  Civil  State  of  the  Colonies 
in  the  IVef  Indies.  Views  of  the  French  Government  on  the  Colon  fation  of 
the  Coafs  of  Africa.  Meeting  of  the  Congrefs  at  Radfladt.  Affairs  of 
the  Cifalpine  Republic.  Letters  of  Buonaparte  to  the  Cifalpine  and  Ligu¬ 
rian  Republics.  Departure  of  Buonaparte  from  Italy.  Opening  of  the 
Cifalpine  Legifature.  Ref eXions  on  the  State  of  Italy.  P rovifional 
Formation  of  Ancona  into  a  Republic,  journey  of  Buonaparte  through 
Switzerland  and  Radfadt  to  Paris.  Sketch  of  his  ViXories.  Prejenta- 
tion  of  the  Ratification  of  the  Treaty  by  the  Emperor  to  the  DireXory. 


THE  directory  after  having,  with 
the  aid  of  the  councils,  thus 
difpofed  of  its  enemies,  fentamef- 
fage  to  folicit  the  legiflature  to  re¬ 
medy  the  evils  which  they  pre¬ 
tended  had  taken  place  during  the 
time  of  the  alcendency  of  the  po¬ 
pular  party  in  the  government ; 
but  which,  in  reality,  had  refulted 


from  their  own  profligacy,  prodi¬ 
gality,  and  mifmanagement.  The 
evil  which  required  the  fpeedieft 
remedy  was  the  ftate  of  finance. 

The  fpecific  remedies  which  the 
directory  propofed  were  the  im¬ 
mediate  regulation  and  provifion 
for  the  expenfes  of  the  enfuing 
year;  an  augmentation  of  taxes  on 

3  vollaterai 
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collateral  fucceffions;  farming  the 
poll,  and  fupprtffing  franking;  re- 
eftablifhing  the  national  lottery  ; 
erecting  turnpikes  ;  a  further  duty 
on  ftamps  ;  a  duty  on  paper;  but 
chiefly  the  mobilifation  of  the 
national  debt ;  reducing  the  real 
ftock  to  one-third,  payable  in 
money,  and  the  other  two- thirds 
in  bans,  to  be  taken  in  payment  for 
national  lands. 

Leaving  thefe  proportions  to 
the  reflection  of  the  councils,  the 
direddorv  lent  another  meflage,  to 
engage  them  to  fill  up  the  vacancies 
which  exified  in  their  department 
by  the  exclufion  of  Carnot  and 
Barthelemv.  During  their  deli¬ 
beration  in  the  choice  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  the  councils  employed  them- 
felve^  in  ferutinifing  the  political 

mcraiitv  of  a  ciafs  of  citizens, 

✓  * 

whole  influence  in  fpreading  the 
principles  of  the  counter-revolu¬ 
tion^  had  been  afitive  and  extenfive. 
Thefe  were  the  editors  of  news¬ 
papers.  Six  y-feven  of  thefe  jour¬ 
nal  ids  were  prefented  by  the  com* 
miffion,  inftituted  for  that  purpofe, 
as  vo! thy  of  the  animadversion  of 
the  legislature,  Q;  thefe,  two  were, 
on  the  plea  of  intention,  excufed  ; 
twenty-three  were  referred  to  the 
committee  for  further  examina¬ 
tion  ;  and  Te  remainder  were  or¬ 
dered  to  be  banifhed  from  the  re¬ 
public  to  whatever  place  Hi o u Id  be 
pointed  out  by  the  directory,  under 
nearly  the  fame  regulations  as  the 
late  members  of  the  councils.  As 
a  further  meafure  to  fecure  the 
power  of  the  ufurpers,  the  exclu- 
£ion  of  ex-nobles  from  places  of 
public  truff  and  employment  was 
propofid;  but  the  meafure  being- 
judged  more  revolutionary  than 
the  circu mfiances  of  the  time  re¬ 
quired,  the  motion  was  fent  to  a 
commiflion,  to  undergo  mature  con- 
iiderati.on,  and  to  difeover  if  the 
projedl  were  ufeful. 


The  vacant  places  in  the  direc¬ 
tory  were  filled  up  by  Merlin,  the 
miniffer  of  j office,  and  Francis  de 
Neufchateaii,  the  minifter  for  home 
affairs.  The  former  occupied  the 
place  of  Barthelemv,  who  was 
elected  for  the  fpace  of  five  years  ; 
the  other  replaced  Carnot,  whofe 
office,  according  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  was  to  be  determined  bv  lot. 
The  places  of  the  new  directors  in 
the  miniftry  were  filled  up  bv  two 
citizens  but  little  known  ;  one  of 
whom  was  Letourneur,  ex-commif- 
fary  of  the  directory  at  Nantes, 
who  was  named  minifter  for  home- 
affairs  ;  and  the  other  by  Lam- 
brechts,  the  commiflary  at  Bruflels, 
who  was  appointed  minifter  of  juf- 
tice.  The  vacancies  made  in  the 
councils  bv  banifhment,  and  the 
exclufion  of  the  greater  number  of 
the  newly  elected  third,  were  left 
open  to  the  elections  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  conftitution,  were  to 
take  place  in  the  enfuing  month  of 
Germinal. 

The  fouthern  departments  of  the 
republic  partook  of  the  conviillioii 
of  Paris  at  the  fame  period,  but  in 
an  op  oolite  manner.  Lyons  ancf 
Montauban,  had  long  been  marked 
for  their  affection  to  royalty,  or 
perhaps  for  their  oppofition  to  ty¬ 
ranny  under  the  name  of  republi¬ 
can  ifm.  The  fuccefs  of  the  anti- 
direfftorlal  party,  in  the  councils, 
had  invigorated  their  hopes;  and 
it  was  afferted  that  ferious  pre¬ 
parations  had  been  made  for  the 
reftoration  of  the  ancient  order  of 
thi  ngs  ;  preparations  that  were  pro¬ 
bably  directed  by  individuals  cf 
that  party,  but  with  which  there 
is  no  evidence  that  the  majority  of 
the  proferibed  members  were  even 
acquainted. 

One  of  the  firft  operations  of  the 
new  direffrory  was  the  recall  of  the 
French  commiffaries,  Letourneur, 
Maret,  and  Pelet  -  Pleville,  from 

Lifle, 
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Lifle,  where  they  had  been  treat- 
ing,  during  three  months,  with 
the  negotiator  for  the  Englifh 
court,  lord  Malmefbury.  Thefe 
men  were  replaced  by  Treilhard 
and  Bonnier  (nth  September), 
who  were  inftrwfted  to  demand 
categorically,  whether  the  Englifh 
negotiator  were  inverted  with  fuf- 
ficient  powers  to  reftore  to  the 
French  republic,  and  its  allies,  all 
the  pofleffions  which,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  war,  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  Englifh  ?  and  that, 
if  he  were  not  inverted  with  fuch 
powers,  he  fhould  leave  the  place 
of  negotiation  in  twenty  -  four 
hours.  The  anfvver  given  by  lord 
Malmefbury  was  followed  by  his 
leaving  Lifle,  agreeably  to  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  direftory.  The  French 
plenipotentiaries,  previous  to  his 
departure,  informed  him,  that  they 
had  received  orders  to  remain,  at 
Lifle  till  the  25th  Vendemiaire 
(16th  October),  to  await  his  return 
xvith  more  ample  inftru£tions. 
Such  was  the  firrt  proof  which  the 
nfurpers  gave  of  their  abilities  as 
rtatefmen.  They  had  it,  at  this 
moment,  in  their  power  to  eftablifh 
their  republic,  in  the  very  zenith 
of  its  power,  in  peace  with  all  the 
world  ;  but,  by  this  rafh  ftep,  they 
laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  dif- 
afters  which  France  has  incurred, 
and  is  likely  to  incur  till  the  an¬ 
cient  defpotifm  {hall'  be  re-eflh- 
blifhed  by  a  foreign  force. 

During  the  laft  negotiation  at 

#  o  o 

Paris,  the  diretftory  had  pu bliflied 
the  correfpondence  at  the  moment 
it  took  place.  J.n  the  prefent  ne¬ 
gotiation  they  had  been  more  re- 
ferved;  and,  as  if  the  whole  had 
•been  confidered  by  them  as  a  ftra- 
tagem  of  the  Englifh  government 
to  take  advantage  only  of  the  dif- 
turbed  fituation  of  the  republic, 
and  furnifli  a  pretext  for  waiting 
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the  chance  of  events,  a  letter  ivas 
publiflied  in  the  official  papers  of 
the  directory,  and  underftood  to 
proceed  from  an  high  authority, 
which  pretended  to  unveil  the 
motives  of  the  negotiator ;  blit 
which,  in  fa<ffi,  was  a  moft  lame 
apology  for  the  mifcondudt  and 
folly  of  the  Gallic  direhtory. 

This  letter  (written  by  M.  Tal¬ 
leyrand,  the  minirter  of  foreign  af¬ 
fairs)  is  entitled,  “  A  Letter  from 

Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord - , 

forgotten  at  Lille.”  In  the  letter, 
lord  Malmefbury  gives  a  pi6ture  of 
the  favourable  fituation  of  France  ; 
of  the  afcendency  of  the  counter¬ 
revolutionary  party ;  of  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  priefts,  royalifts,  emigrants, 
newfpaper-writers,  and  the  anti-di- 
re&oriai  party  in  the  two  councils; 
flaring,  that,  under  fuch  eircum- 
rtances,  when  the  republic  had 
fcarcely  a  month  to  cxift,  a  treaty 
for  peace  would  have  been  unpar¬ 
donable,  had  his  powers  been  ever 
fo  unlimited.  The  writer  of  this 
letter,  after  amufing  himfelf  by  de¬ 
tailing  the  mode  in  which  lord 
Malmefbury  is  fuppofed  to  have 
a£led  in  order  to  gain  time;  fuch 
"as  dwelling  on  the  preliminaries, 
the  confiderings,  and  the  projedfs 
of  the  treaty  ;  with  immenfe  hiatus 
for  the  ceflions  that  were  to  be 
made  to  England  by  France,  and 
its  allies,  which  were  to  be  the 
fubjeiis  of  endlefs  debates;  repre- 
fents  lord  Malmefbury  as  agreeing 
to  the  propofitions  of  the  Jiatus  ante 
helium,  with  the  referve  only  of 
keeping  fuch  and  fuch  pofleffions, 
which  are  found  to  be  nearly  the 
whole  which  England  had  ob¬ 
tained  during  the  war. 

This  mode  of  giving  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  public  w  s  juft  y  confi¬ 
dered  as  infulting  and  contemptu¬ 
ous,  both  towards  the  principals 
and  agents  in  the  Englifh  negotia- 
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tion,  and  was  in  fa&  an  affront  on 
the  people  of  France.  In  the  mean 
while  lord  Malmefhury  publifhed 
his  hidory  of  the  affair,  by  giving 
fuch  extracts  of  the  letters  that 
palled  during  the  negotiation  as 
ierved  to  prove  the  moderation  of 
the  Britifli  cabinet,  and  fhowed  its 
earneftnefs  for  peace. 

The  newly  appointed  negotia¬ 
tors  remained  the  limited  time  at 
Lifle,  under  pretence  of  waiting  the 
return  of  lord  Malmefhury,  which 
they  might  have  been  at  firfl  allured 
would  not  take  place  ;  and  of  which 
they  were  afterwards  informed  by 
a  letter  from  his  lordlhip  from 
London,  ftating,  that  he  had  com¬ 
municated  their  note  to  the  Britifli 
Ominifter,  and  was  ordered  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them  that  his  leaving  Lille 
was  in  confequence  of  thepolitive 
orders  of  the  directory  ;  that  his 
powers  were  neither  illulive,  nor 
limited  ;  that  nothing  had  been 
omitted  on  his  part  to  accelerate 
the  negotiation  ;  and  that  its  fuf- 
penfion  was  theaft  of  the  diretflory 
alone.  With  refpedt  to  the  mode 
of  refuming  ■  the  negotiation,  his 
lordfhip  observed,  that  his  anfwer 
had  already  been  made;  but  that  in 
any  cafe  no  further  intercourfe 
could  take  place  till  the  directory 
had  given  fome  alfurance  that  the 
perfons  of  future  negotiators  would 
be  fecure  of  the  refpedl  obferved 
among  civil'ifed  nations. 

The  negotiations  with  the  em¬ 
peror  were  apparently  attended  with 
better  fuccels.  The  negotiation 
had  dragged  on  for  feveral  months 
at  Udine,  and  numerous  civilities 
had  palled  between  the  French  and 
Andrian  generals  :  the  emperor’s 
troops  took  quiet  polfeifion  of  Iftria 
and  Venetian  Dalmatia.  At  length 
the  emperor  finding  himfelf  not  in 
a  date  to  renew  hoftilities,  or  fa- 
lisfied  with  the  couct Ikons  of  the 


French,  formally  acceded  to  the 
debred  pacification.  This  event 
took  plate  at  the  village  of  Campo 
Forrnio,  near  Udine,  the  17th  of 
October.  By  this  treaty  the  em¬ 
peror  ceded  to  the  French  his  for¬ 
mer  poflfefiions  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  confirmed  to  them  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  idands  in  the  Le¬ 
vant,  which  belonged  at  that  time 
to  the  Venetians,  fuch  as  Corfu, 
Zante,  Cephalonia,  Cerigo,  and 
the  Blands  adjacent.  The  em¬ 
peror  likewife  ceded  the  whole  of 
his  dominions  in  Italy,  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  Cifalpine  repub¬ 
lic,  confirming  the  poffeilion  of 
the  additional  territory  lately  be¬ 
longing  to  the  pope, and  which  qow 
formed  part  of  that  republic.  For 
theic  important  ceffions  the  French 
republic  confented  to  yield  to  the 
emperor  Venice,  and  the  whole  of 
the  Venetian  territory,  excepting 
the  iflands  above  mentioned,  palling 
in  a  line  from  the  Tirol,  through 
the  lake  of  Guarda,  along  the  Adige 
to  the  Po.  As  this  treaty  was  con¬ 
cluded  by  the  emperor,  only  as  king 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  paci¬ 
fication  of  the  empire  with  the 
French  republic  was  referred  to  a 
congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Radhat,  com- 
pofed  only  of  plenipotentiaries 
from  thofe  refpedtive  powers. 

Of  this  treaty,  the  ecclefiadical 
princes  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine, 
and  Venice,  were  made  the  facri- 
fices.  The  right  of  the  French  to 
difpole  thus  of  the  Venetian  terri¬ 
tory  has  been  judly  the  fubjedt  of 
ferious  animadveriion.  Not  only 
nad  the  people  of  thofe  dates  in¬ 
dulged  the  idea  that  they  had  ex¬ 
changed  their  oligarchical  regimen 
for  the  bleflings  of  a  free  govern¬ 
ment,  but  they  had  named  in  almoft 
every  commune  provilionarv  au¬ 
thorities,  and  taken  every  previous 
bep  for  the  formation  of  a  republic 
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founded  on  equal  rights.  This 
idea  was  confirmed  by  the  conduct 
of  the  French  government,  which, 
though  it  did  not  formally  recog- 
nifeany  of  thefe  democratic  autho¬ 
rities,  appeared  at  leaft  to  yield  its 
tacit  approbation  to  the  difpofitions 
which  gave  them  birth.  It  was 
therefore  with  burfls  ofindignation 
and  defpair  that  the  partifans  of 
liberty  heard  of  that  article  of  the 
treaty  which  configned  them  to  a 
more  feveredefpotifm  than  that  from 
which  they  had  hoped  to  have 
efcaped  for  ever;  and,  in  the  firft 
tranfports  of, their  rage  at  feeing 
thefe  hopes  blafted,  refifhmce  a- 
gainfl  the  double  tyranny  that 
betrayed  and  enchained  them  was 
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proclaimed  as  a  facred  duty. 

It  is  laid,  on  good  authority,  that 
Buonaparte  yielded  with  reludfance 
to  this  facrifice  ;  but  the  dire&ory, 
to  whole  mean  policy  he  had  facri- 
ficed  his  laurels,  fhowed  themfelves 
as  little  mindful  of  the  liberty  of 
others  as  of  that  of  their  own  people. 

TheBritifh  government  was  now 
the  only  efficient  member  that  re¬ 
mained  of  the  famous  coalition, 
compofed  of  almoft  the  whole  of 
the  powers  of  Europe.  The  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James’s, 
however,  was  lufficiently  Itrong  to 
keep  Portugal  within  the  limits  of 
the  coalkion  treaty.  An  embaf- 
fador  from  this  government  had 
been  employed  in  Paris  during  the 
fummer,  in  negotiating  a  feparate 
peace  ;  and  had  actually  concluded 
a  treaty  on  the  ioth  of  Auguff, 
which  was  to  be  ratified  in  two 
months ;  one  of  the  articles  of  which 
was  an  obligation  on  Pier  Mod 
Faithful  Majeftv  not  to  admit  more 
than  fix  armed  veffiels  at  one  time  in* 
to  her  ports.  This  treaty  not  being 
ratified  within  the  time  prefcrib- 
pd,  the  directory,  by  a  declaration, 
the  preamble  of  which  ftated, 
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“  that  inftead  of  obferving  the 
above-mentioned  article,  the  queen 
of  Portugal  had  put  the  forts  and 
principal  ports  into  the  poffeffion 
of  the  Englifli,”declared  it  null  and 
void,  and  ordered  the  embaflador 
M.  D’Aranjo  to  quit  the  republic* 
The  embaiJador  did  not  follow  this 
injunction  ;  but  having  become  the 
dupe  of  fome  diplomatic  intriguers, 
through  whofe  pretended  influence 
with  the  French  government  he  had 
been  flattered  with  the  hopes  of  re¬ 
newing  the  negotiation,  was  fent  as 
a  ftate  prifoner  to  the  prifon  of  the 
Temple;  and  thus  the  directory  gave 
a  proof  that  they  were  as  little  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  law  of  nations,  as  to 
thofe  which  their  own  convention 
had  inftituted. 

Againft  this  power  the  French 
government  had  prefumed,  that 
Spain,  the  ally  of  the  republic, 
would  have  employed  its  unoccu¬ 
pied  forces ;  and  the  invafion  of 
Portugal  was  long  publicly  difcufled 
as  an  event  near  at  hand.  But  it 
cannot  appear  ftrange  to  thofe  who 
re  Heft  on  the  nature  of  the  alliance 
between  Spain  and  France,  and  on 
the  event  of  the  naval  combat  with 
the  Englifh  off  Cape  St.  Vincent, 
that  mutual  court  civilities  between 
Spain  and  Portugal  fhould  fuper* 
fede  all  ideas  of  war  and  hoflile  in¬ 
vafion.  Of  the  efficacy  of  fuch  an 
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ally  of  the  French  republic,  Portu¬ 
gal  formed,  no  doubt,  a  juft  eftima- 
tion.  At  the  time  of  the  fignature 
of  the  treaty  at  Paris,  the  harbour 
of  Cadiz  was  blocked  tip  by  an 
inferior  force,  and  the  town  itfelf 
bombarded.  It  is  true  tfyat  but  lit¬ 
tle  damage  was  done  by  this  aCt 
of  hoftility  ;  but  as  an  a£t  of  fuller¬ 
ing  it  was  thought  fufficient  evi¬ 
dence  from  the  Spanifh  court  of 
its  fidelity  to  the  alliance ;  and 
Portugal,  independent  of  more 
weighty  confidefations,  returned  to 
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its  duty1,  finding  that  little  more 
was  to  be  feared  from  its  vicinity 
to  a  power,  that,  fo  far  from  blow¬ 
ing  hoftile  difpofitions,  teemed  re- 
ludlant  to  a£t  even  on  the  defend  ve. 
It  was  indeed  hitherto  the  fate 
of  the  French  republic,  from  what- 
ever  caufe  it  proceeded,  to  find  its 
allies  not  only  ineffective  in  every 
point  where  their  aid  was  required, 
but  always  unfortunate  enough  to 
afford  eifential  aid  and  benefit  to 
the  common  enemy.  Spain,  in- 
ftead  of  invading  Portugal,  had 
fwelled  the  naval  lift  of  the  enemy. 
Holland,  after  teeing  herfelf  fuc- 
eeffively  dripped  of  her  richeft  pof- 
feffions  in  the  Indies,  increafed 
aifo,  at  this  period  (O&ober),  the 
triumph  and  force  of  the  Britifh  at 
home,  by  the  lot’s  of  the  greater 
part  of  her  fleet.  No  examination 
has  taken  place  into  the  conduit  of 
the  officers  who  commanded  this 
expedition,  although  the  circum- 
ftances  were  fuch  as  demanded  the 
mod  fpeedy  and  thorough  invefti- 
gation.  That  the  victory  thould 
have  remained  on  the  fide  of  the 
Englifb,  with  even  an  inferiority 
of  number,  excites  no  furprife  to 
thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
valour  and  dexterity  of  Britifh  Tea¬ 
men  :  but  when  the  only  injury 
which  could  be  done  to  the  Britifh 
fleet  in  this  quarter  was  the  keep¬ 
ing  them  expofed  to  the  accidents 
of  the  Teas,  while  the  Dutch  navy 
rode  fafe  in  harbour,  the  order 
given  by  the  committee  of  go¬ 
vernment  for  failing,  contrary  to 
the  advice  of  the  admiral,  who  fore- 
law  and  warned  them  of  the  dan¬ 
ger,  appears  to  have  been  an  act  of 
unwarrantable  prefumption  and  fol¬ 
ly,  if  it  be  attributed  to  no  caufe 
more  culpable. 

While  the  affairs  of  Holland  are 
thus,  conneCtedly  with  our  obfer- 
Vations  on  the  allies  of  France, 
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brought  under  our  confideration, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  give  a 
fhort  view  of  her  political  fituation 
at  this  period.  After  a  confider* 
able  time  fpent  in  forming  fuch  a 
code  as  lliould  conciliate  the  in- 
terefts  of  each  contending  party  in 
Holland,  the  ccnflitution  prefented 
to  the  people,  during  the  fummer, 
as  the  refult  of  the  labours  of  the 
convention,  was  rejected,  almoft 
unanimoufly,  notwithflanding  the 
exhortations  of  the  French  mini- 
fler,  who,  fpeaking  the  language 
of  the  directory,  was  anxious  to 
fee  the  government  of  Holland  fet¬ 
tled  on  fome  certain  bafis.  By 
fome  it  was  difapproved,  for  rea- 
fons  which  to  them  would  have 
rendered  any  conftitution,  built  on 
the  principles  of  liberty,  obnoxious; 
but  the  vaft  majority,  the  multi¬ 
tude,  threw’  it  afide  ;  fome  on  the 
ground,  that  no  other  change  was 
made  than  a  transfer  of  a  divifion 
of  the  power  of  the  late  ftadt- 
holder  among  patrician  chiefs,  who, 
by  intrigue  or  corruption,  would 
be  always  careful  to  hold  the  reins 
of  power,  though  under  the  form 
of  a  popular  eleition  ;  while  others 
objected  to  the  principle  of  fede- 
ralifm,  on  which  the  conftitution 
refted  ;  whereby  the  late  provinces 
continued  to  have  their  diftinitive 
interefts,  infiead  of  becoming  amah, 
gamated  into  one  equally  repre- 
fented  republic.  The  conftitution 
being  rejected,  and  the  convention 
diffolved,  a  legiflative  affembly  was 
chofen,  compofed,  indeed,  of  lefs 
obnoxious  members  than  the  for¬ 
mer,  but  ftill  containing  that  leaven, 
which,  in  the  end,  fo  fermented 
the  mafs,  as  to  produce  one  of 
thofe  explofions  not  uncommon 
in  the  infancy  of  popular  govern¬ 
ments. 

The  French  republic,  at  this  pe¬ 
riod,  concluded  a  treaty  -with  ano¬ 
ther 
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tber  ex-member  of  the  coalition, 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  by  forming 
an  alliance,  offenfive  and  defenfive  ; 
the  bafe  of  which  was,  the  fur- 
nifhing  9,000  troops  and  ten  pieces 
of  cannon,  in  exchange  for  the 
protedion  of  the  republic.  The 
price  of  protection  was  but  little. 
There  was  another  condition  of  the 
treaty  far  more  lingular.  The 
king  of  Sardinia  had  juft  quelled 
a  popular  infurreCUon  of  a  moft 
dangerous  nature  in  his  flares,  an 
infurreftion  founded  on  the  pre¬ 
text  of  the  rights  of  man  :  the  in- 
furgents  had  been  defeated,  and 
feverely  puni  filed ;  but  as  power 
might  not  always  have  the  fame 
good  fortune,  the  guarantee  of 
the  flatus  quo  with  refpeCt  to  the 
Piedmontel'e  government  was  re- 
quired  from  the  French.  It  is 
alfo  remarkable,  that  one  of  the 
articles  of  peace  with  another  ex- 
ir.ember  of  the  coalition,  the  em¬ 
peror,  bound  the  republic  to  gua¬ 
rantee  the  internal  tranquillity  of 
the  A u Brian  dominions!  Whether 
it  be  more  extraordinary,  in  thefe 
auguft  monarchs,  to  have  enjoined 
the  French,  by  treaty,  to  protect 
their  own  ftates  againft  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  republican  principles,  or 
in  thefe  republicans  to  have  had 
the  complaifance  to  confent  to  this 
fmgular  engagement,  it  is  perhaps 
difficult  to  decide. 

The  peace  with  the  emperor  was 
followed  by  an  arrete  of  the  di¬ 
rectory,  of  a  very  different  ten¬ 
dency,  with  regard  to  England.  In 
a  fhort  proclamation,  addrefted  to 
the  armies,  the  directory  oblerved, 
that  although  fo  much  had  been 
done,  fo  many  kings  conquered, 
fo  many  people  fet  free,  and  the 
republic  itfelf  eftablifhed  by  the 
valour  of  its  arms,  yet  the  country 
expected  ftiil  one  more  facrilice  j 
£nce  the  enemy  who  had  been  the 


original  caufe  of  all  the  horrors  and 
mil'eries  which  they  had  buffered, 
both  from  foreign  and  civil  war, 
remained  yet  to  be  crufhed ;  and 
that  the  fafetv  of  the  republic  was 
endangered  whilft  the  Englifh  go¬ 
vernment  remained. M  This  ftrange 
preamble  was  followed  by  two  re- 
folutions,  ftating  that  an  army 
fhould  be  affembled  on  the  eoafts 
of  the  channel,  under  the  name  of 
the  Army  of  England  ;  and  that  Buo¬ 
naparte  fhould  be  appointed  com¬ 
mander  in  chief. 

The  manifefto  iffued  by  the 
Englifh  court  on  the  rupture  of 
the  negotiations  at  Li  fie  was  an- 
Peered  by  another  proclamation 
(20th  of  November),  of  the  fame 
tendency  with  the  former,  contain¬ 
ing  alfo  ftrictures  on  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne  on  the  opening 
of  the  felfton  of  parliament.  The 
mode  of  anfwering  this  manifefto 
of  the  Englifh  cabinet  was  the  fub- 
jet  of  long  deliberation  with  the 
direCfory.  The  manifefto  itfelf 
contained  grave  and  ferious  mat¬ 
ter;  and  as  the  laftt  appeal  of.  the 
Englifh  government  to  the  nation, 
and  to  all  Europe,  of  the  juftice  of 
the  caufe  in  which  it  was  engaged, 
and  which  was  now  to  be  decided 
only  by  the  fortune  of  arms,  was 
worthy  of  a  ferious  reply.  An 
anfwer,  it  was  reported,  had  been 
prepared  by  a  perfon  high  in  office, 
in  which  the  affertions  contained 
in  the  manifefto  were  brought  for¬ 
ward  and  examined.  But  the  di¬ 
rectory,  either  aware  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  its  caufe,  or  dated  by 
that  infufferable  vanity  which  has 
ruined  their  country,  and  affecting 
to  think  that  all  further  difeuffion 
was  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  re¬ 
public,  fatisfied  themfelves  with 
iffuing  another  proclamation,  com- 
pofed  by  one  of  their  own  mem¬ 
bers,  in  which  menace  was  fub- 
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Bitufed  for  argument,  and  bluffer 
for  difcuffion.  It  may  be  obferved, 
that  in.  this,  as  in  former  proclama¬ 
tions,  the  directory  were  careful  to 
keep  up  the  line  of  diflindion  be¬ 
tween  the  government  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England;  and  while  the  ca¬ 
binet  of  St.  James’s  was  treated  in 
terms  of  unmeafured  contempt  and 
contumely,  the  people  were  figna- 
lifed  as  objects  of  refped  and  at¬ 
tention.  The  “great  nation ”  was 
belch  forth  as  the  avenger  of  the 
world  5  and,  relying  on  the  aflifl- 
ance  which  would  be  found  in  the 
difeontented  of  every  party,  and  who 
were  reprefented  as  either  groaning 
under  their  chains,  or  ftruggling 
for  releafe,  the  fpeediefl,  the  moft 
xvorthv  of  the  various  means  that 
were  prelented  of  humbling  that  ty¬ 
ranny,  was  the  march  of  the  army 
of  England  to  didate  at  London 
the  terms  of  peace  !  !  ! 

Happily  they  could  only  threa¬ 
ten,  or  rather  rail  at  England  ;  other 
powers  were  more  expofed  to  their 
tyranny  and  rapacity  ;  and  unhap¬ 
py  Switzerland  was  now  marked  as 
the  objed  of  their  plunder.  To 
colour  their  aggrelhon,  they  began 
with  averting,  “  that  Switzerland 
had,  during  the  war,  been  the  con- 
fiantfeene  of  counter-revolutiona¬ 
ry  intrigue,  and  that  every  protec¬ 
tion  had  been  openly  afforded  to 
the  avowed  enemies  of  the  French 
republic  ;  particularly  in  the  catho¬ 
lic  cantons,  Soleure  and  Fribourg, 
lying  on  the  borders  of  France ; 
and  above  all,  at  Berne,  the  molt 
powerful  canton  of  the  Helvetic 
body.”  The  ffrft  infult  openly  given 
was  demanding  from  the  Helvetic 
confederacy  the  expulfion  of  Mr. 
Wickham,  the  Englifh  embaflador. 
For  this  meafure,  the  excufe  was, 
certain  paffages  in  the  conefpon- 
dence,  which  they  pretended  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  general 


Moreau.  From  this  correfpon- 
dence,  it  was  endeavoured  to  be 
proved,  that  Mr.  Wickham,  under 
the  name  of  Bruin,  or  Bruet,  was 
the  general  paymaftcr  of  the  va¬ 
rious  intrigues  and  efgionage  that 
had  been  carried  on  ;  the  principal 
end  of  which  was,  tne  defection  of 
general  Pichegru  ;  and  various  lu¬ 
dicrous  details  are  given  of  the  pil¬ 
fering  plots  entered  into  by  the 
fubalterns,  upon  the  preemption, 
as  Bated  by  the  editors,  that  the 
principals  in  this  intrigue  had  their 
due  fliare  of  the  general  plunder. 
The  fenate  of  Berne  had  fearcely 
time  to  difpatch  their  meffenger  to 
Paris,  to  remonftrate  with  the  di¬ 
redory,  when  Mr.  Wickham  faved 
them  further  embarraflment  by 
producing  his  letters  of  recall.  The 
deputies,  who  were  fent  from  Berne 
to  remonftrate,  were  ordered  to 
quit  Paris  in  a  limited  time,  and 
their  conference  with  the  members 
of  government  led  them  to  no  flat¬ 
tering  conclufions  with  refped  to 
the  permanence  even  of  that  exter-r 
nal  friendfhip  which  had  hitherto 
exifted  between  the  cantons  and 
the  French  republic. 

The  next  neutral  Bate  to  whom 
the  diredory  chofe  to  difplay  their 
infolence  was  the  United  States  of 
America.  The  miniBers  from  thefe 
Bates,  who  were  fent  over  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  refufal  of  the 
French  government  to  treat  with 
Mr.  Pinkney,  were  permitted  tore- 
main  quietly  at  Paris,  but  were  re¬ 
filled  all  audience.  We  have  al¬ 
ready  Bated  the  grounds  of  the 
imfunderftanding  between  the  two 
republics,  the  chief  of  which  was 
the  favourable  treaty  concluded 
with  England.  Had  the  diredorv 
refented  this  flight,  as  they  fuppof- 
ed  it,  in  a‘  manly  wav,  they  would 
have,  at  leafl,  aded  an  honourable, 
though  not  a  prudeot  part;  but  the 
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tnode  in  which  they  are  faid  to  have 
carried  on  the  negotiation  would 
have  been  difgracetul  to  any  fet  of 
men,  except  a  horde  of  banditti. 
— We  allude  to  the  propofal  of  le¬ 
vying  a  contribution  on  the  United 
.  States,  as  the  price  of  their  forbear¬ 
ance. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  given 
a  detail  of  thefe  traniadlions ;  but 
the  late  events  in  France,  the  ac- 
cufation  of  the  minifter  Talleyrand, 
and  of  the  directors  Reubei,  La 
Revelliere,  and  Merlin,  will  throw 
frefli  light  upon  this  point  of  hi  If o- 
ry,  and  will  enable  us,  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  volume,  to  give  the  whole 
tranfa&ion  with  truth  and  cor- 
redfnefs. 

We  return  again  to  the  domefric 
affairs  of  the  French  republic.  The 
Supplies  for  the  enfuing  year  were 
voted  to  the  amount  of  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixteen  millions  of  livres 
tour  no  is  (2  ^,666,66ol.  fferling),  of 
which  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  millions  were  acquitted  by  the 
land  tax,  and  the  reft  made  up  by 
taxes  placed  on  different  articles,  or 
faved  from  the  fuppreftion  of  pri¬ 
vileges,  fuch  as  that  of  franking, 
and  other  economical  arrangements  ; 
fuch  as  farming  the  polls  and  the 
.public  carriages;  and  by  the  con- 
verfton,  or  rather  reduction,  of  the 
national  debt ;  by  which  laft,  how¬ 
ever,  little  gain  accrued  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  the  fejmblance,  if  not  the 
reality,  of  great  injuftice  was  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  individual. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that 
a  motion  made  by  a  member  in  the 
heat  of  profcription,  for  an  exami¬ 
nation  into  the  political  ftate  of  the 
ci-devant  nobles,  had  been  faved 
from  final  rejection  by  being  fent 
to  a  commiflion.  The  motion  was 
confidered  at  the  time  as  the  off- 
fpringofan  heated  imagination, and 
every  one  fuppofed  that  it  would 


fcarcely  furvive  the  breath  of  the 
mover.  It  was  nevertheiefs  fofter- 
ed  with  great  care,  and  in  a  month 
alter  was  iffued  into  the  world, 
under  the  fan£fion  of  feverai 
names  of  conftderable  revolution¬ 
ary  weight,  who,  as  a  commiifion, 
had  taken  it  into  deep  conlidera- 
tion.  The  motion  had  been  after¬ 
wards  generaiifed,  and  worked  up 
into  two  problems  ;  thefoiution  of 
which  formed  tne  report  of  the 
commiflion.  Of  thefe  problems, 
one  was  an  inquiry,  what  were  the 
meafures  of  oftracifm,  exile,  and 
expulfion,  the  moft  fuitable  to  the 
principles  of  juftice  and  liberty, 
and  the  moft  fitted  to  confolidate 
the  republic?  and  the  other,  after 
predicating  that  fuch  an  oppofition 
had  arifen  between  the  legiflative 
body  and  the  directory,  that  the 
progrefs  of  the  government  had 
been  impeded,  and  the  common¬ 
wealth  put  into  danger,  what  were 
the  moft  politic  and  regular  means 
the  moft  capable  of  preventing  fuch 
a  crifis,  and  of  re-eftabliftiing  the 
conftitutional  march  of  the  refpec- 
tive  powers  ?  The  reporter  like- 
wile  ftated,  that  the  commiffion 
was  charged  to  prefent  meafures 
refpefting  the  ci-devant  nobles, 
which  appeared,  from  the  perora¬ 
tion  and  the  conclufion  of  the  re¬ 
port,  to  have  been  the  only  object 
that  had  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  commiffion,  as  holding  forth 
fomething  of  a&uai  profcription  -t 
whiift  the  problems  were  things  of 
airy  and  metaphyfical  refearch,  the 
folution  of  which  would  be  made 
when  there  was  a  neceffify  for  the 
application.  In  the  prefent  cafe, 
the  objects  were  near  at  hand.  The 
reporter,  after  inviting  the  council 
of  five  hundred  to  confider  “  that 
every  fpecies  of  privileged  nobility 
was  incompatible  with  the  exift- 
ent^e  of  a  republic;  that  the  no¬ 
bles 
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bles  were  in  a  fate  of  foreign  and 
civil  war  to  regain  their  titles,  the 
end  of  which  was  the  annihilation 
of  the  republic,  and  the  extermina¬ 
tion  of  republicans,  aflerted,  that 
it  was  neceffary  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  againft  them  as  fiiouid  put  an 
end  to  this  war,  or  prevent  its  fatal 
effects ;  that  fuch  meafures  were 
commanded  by  the  moft  imperious 
and  pre fling  of  all  neceflities,  the 
prefervation  of  the  body,  civil  and 
politic ;  that  they  were  no  way  de¬ 
rogatory  to  the  fundamental  com- 
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paCt  winch  the  nobles  never  thought 
binding  ;  and  that  they  were  mea¬ 
fures  of  national  juftice,  as  well  as 
public  fafetv propofed  in  diffe¬ 
rent  articles,  fuch  a  general  oftra- 
cifmal  profcription  of  the  different 
claffes  of  the  former  nobility  as, 
from  its  enormity,  excited  the  ridi¬ 
cule  or  indignation  of  every  par¬ 
ty.  It  was  admitted,  on  all  fades, 
that  fome  repreffive  meafures  were 
neceffary  ;  but  this  fweeping  ban 
had  far  outftretched  the  fpeculation 
even  of  the  wikieft  revolutionary 
projectors.  Of  the  neceflity  of  the 
crifis  of  the  1 8th  of  FruCidor,  a 
eonflderable  body  avowed  their 
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conviction,  though  fome  of  the 
indlfct iminate  meafures  that  fol¬ 
lowed  excited  murmurs,  even 
amongft  its  advocates;  but  on  this 
new  meafure,  which,  like  the  tail 
of  the  comet,  fweliing  to  a  million 
times  beyond  the  bulk  of  the  body, 
from  which  it  pended,  u  (book 
peftilence  from  its  horrent  hair,” 
there  were  no  different  feelings,  ei¬ 
ther  of  indignation  or  terror  ;  the 
univerfality  of  the  public  voice  was 
heard  againft  it,  and  thofewho  had 
been  moft  loud  in  echoing  to  the 
fk:es  the  falvation  of  the  republic, 
fro sn  the  1 8th  of  FruCidor,  were 
moft  forward  in  configning  this 
meafure  to  final  reprobation,  as  re¬ 
plete  even  with  counter-revolutio¬ 


nary  matter,  and  fuch,  for  its  at'roch» 
as  Robefpierre  himfelf  would 
never  have  attempted.  During  the 
printing  of  the  report,  and  the  de- 
lav  granted  as  itl'ual  for  examina- 
tion,  before  the  difcuflion  took 
place,  the  public  indignation  had 
rifen  to  its  height  f  motions  were 
made  in  the  council  to  haften  the 
day  of  difcuflion,  that  juftice 
might  be  done  to  the  meafure  ;  but 
the  commiflion  feeing,  by  the  figns 
of  the  times,  that  a  difcuflion  might 
probably  lead  to  other  meafures 
than  the  rejection  of  their  report 
and  projeC,  very  prudently  made 
an  apology,  and  withdrew  it  from 
further  public  confideration. 

Amidft  thefe  civil  commotions, 
the  fathers  of  the  Gallican  church 
had  aflembled  in  national  council,  to 
deliberate  on  a  mode  or  plan  of 
conciliation  to  repair  and  cement 
fuch  genuine  parts  of  this  venera¬ 
ble  edifice  as  had  been  (battered  by 
the  rude  and  favage  hand  of  perfe- 
cuting  power.  By  this  plan,  they 
alfo  hoped  to  gather  into  one  com¬ 
mon  fold,  thofe  who,  agreeing  in 
the  unity  of  faith,  had  feparated 
from  them  on  certain  points,  in 
which  each  individual  became  his 
own  guide;  fince  the  church,  not 
having  forefeen  thedefolation  which 
would  attend  it  in  thefe  later  times, 
had  made  no  prefcriptive  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  conduCt  of  the  faith¬ 
ful,  whofe  fate  it  fliould  be  to  fall 
on  fuch  “  evil  tongues  and  evil 
days.”  No  one,  whatever  be  his 
religious  or  political  creed,  except 
his  mind  be  hardened  by  the  fana- 
ticifm  of  irreligion,  blinded  by 
that  ignorance  which  the  cant  of 
infidelity  has  termed  “  the  age  of 
reafoiij”  can  behold  without  fenfi- 
bility  an  aflembly  of  pious  and 
iincere  w  tnelf  s  to  the  truth  of  the 
doitrines  they  profefled,  creeping 
out  of  their  hiding  places  after  the 
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ftorrrr  of  jacobin ical  fury,  like  the 
Chriftians  of  the  firft  ages,  after 
the  fhil fophical  profcriptions  they 
fulfered  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  fixth, 
feventh,  and  fifteenth  perfections, 
under  the  adminiftration  of  Trajan, 
Adrian,  Antoninus,  Mark  Aurelius, 
and  Julian  ;  and  behold  them  look¬ 
ing  over  the  wreck  of  the  vifible 
church,  driven  by  the  temped:  on 
the  rocks,  anxious  to  gather  up  the 
fragments  wherewith  to  fit  out  the 
bark  with  which  they  hoped  to  fteer 
fafely  into  port.  The  meeting  of 
this  council  had  been  prepared  by 
the  labours  of  divers  bifljops,  who, 
after  the  reign  of  terror,  had  afiem- 
bled  in  Paris  for  the  purpofe  of 
giving  provifionary  inftrudfion. 
Thefe  exhortations  were  fet  forth 
in  two  encyclical  letters,  which,  till 
the  period  pf  this  national  council, 
had  been  the  chief  rule  of  difci- 
pline  to  fuch  of  the  faithful  as  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  fpiritual  authority 
of  thofe  ecclefiaftic.s  who  had  con- 
*  formed  to  the  conffitutional  laws 
refpe<5ting  public  worfhip.  The 
object  of  the  labours  for  which  thefe 
divines  afiembled,  according  to  the 
report  of  Gregoire,  the  bifnop  of 
Blois,  was  to  obtain  the  liberty  of 
public  worfhip,  and  its  re-organi- 
fation  throughout  the  republic ;  to 
reconcile,  if  poflible,  the  non-jur¬ 
ing  clergy,  and  re-eftablifh,  as  far 
as.  was  practicable,  their  communi¬ 
on,  as  well  with  the  holy  fee 
as  with  the  foreign  churches.  In 
the  flruggle  with  ignorance  and 
fceptical  fanaticifm,  it  appears 
that  Gregoire  hood  fingle  in  the 
convention ;  and  it  is  not  without 
a  fmile  that  we  find  that  body,  af¬ 
ter  a  long  debate,  deciding  or  re¬ 
jecting  the  motion  for  toleration  of 
the  catholic  worfhip,.  on  the  affu- 
rance  of  a  member,  that  the  cardi¬ 
nal  of  Lorrain,  inperfon,  loaded  the 
carabine  of  Charles  IX.  for  the 
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murder  of  the  proteftants,  on  St. 
Bartholomew’s  day;  “an  hiftorical 
event,*’ obferves  thebifliop,  “which 
the  member  could  only  have  learnt 
from  the  theatre,  in  a  miferable  tra¬ 
gedy  written  by  Chenier,  fince  the 
cardinal  was  at  that  time  at  Rome, 
three  hundred  leagues diftance but 
the  fiatement  roufed  the  indignation 
of  the  afiembly,  who,  lifting  up 
their  hats,  and  crying  “  long  live 
the  republic!”  concluded,  that  the 
church  and  hate  could  not  exift  to¬ 
gether,  however  difunhed. 

Whilft  this  perfecution  was  exer- 
clfing  again  If  the  catholic  church, 
Gregoire  hood  for  fome  time  fingle 
againft  the  torrent,  publifhing  ex¬ 
hortations  aud  paftoral  letters ;  but 
the  cry  for  public  worfhip  becom¬ 
ing  general,  the  legislature  were 
compelled  to  grant  univerfal  tole¬ 
ration.  This  abundant  toleration, 
the  republicans  affert,  introduced 
into  France  a  fwarm  of  non-juring; 
anddifaffected  priefts  ;  but  although 
the  conforming  clergy  flood  in  a 
very  different  point  of  view  with 
refpeCt  to  the  republic,  the  undif- 
cerning  and  ignorant  multitude 
clalfed  them  under  the  fame  de¬ 
scription,  and  the  name  of  prieft 
became  an  odious  imputation.  As 
it  was  contrary  to  the  law  to  pro- 
feribe  opinion,  or  interrupt  the 
courfe  of  public  worfhip,  as  long 
as  the  members  conformed  to  the 
regulations  demanded  by  the  law, 
thofe  who  were  mod  zealous  for  the 
entire  abolition  of  the  catholic  re¬ 
ligion  projected  another  means  of 
effecting  their  purpofe,  by  the  efta- 
biifhmentof  a  counter-religion,  call¬ 
ed  Theophilanthropifm.  This  fe<£t 
fprung  up  in  filence,  and  was  at  firft 
compofed  of  a  feleft  number,  who 
afiembled  in  private  houfes  for  the 
purpofe  of  religious  worfliio,  con¬ 
fining  the  objeft  to  one  Supreme 
Being,  in  contradiction  to  what  they 
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deemed  the  polytheifm  of  the  catho¬ 
lic  faith,  without  altar,  offering,  or 
pried.  This  fe£t  is  dated,  by  the 
bifhop  of  Blois,  to  have  taken  its 
origin  from  an  attempt  of  the  fame 
kind,  made  in  London  twenty  years 
fince  ;  but  it  is  likely  that  thefe  fee-* 
taries  never  heard  of  this  attempt. 
The  projedt  of  eftablifliing  a  fyffem 
of  worfiiip  under  the  name  of  Die- 
coles,  by  Voltaire,  long  before  that 
period,  and  the  dedication  inferibed 
on  theparifii  church  which  he  built 
at  Ferney,  were  fubjeefs  better 
known,  and  more  fitted  to  account 
for  the  origin  of  the  prefent  urofef- 
lion  of  faith,  than  the  obfeure  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  deiftical  fedt  in  Eng- 
land,  which  is  flated  to  have  fallen 
at  its  birth.  A  worfiiip fo  fimple  in 
its  form  and  dodtrine  was  likely  to 
attradl  notice  were  it  from  no  Other 
caufe  than  its  oppofition  to  the 
pomp  and  myfticifm  of  the  catholic 
faith  and  ceremonies.  Some  from 
convidlion  of  the  truth  of  this  new 
creed,  and  others  from  hatred  to 
the  old,  became  fupporters  of  the 
Th  eophilanthropical  religion. 

The  new  government,  after  the 
revolution  of  the  4th  of  September, 
found  this  dodtrine  a  better  inftrn- 
rnent  to  crufh  the  old  faith  than 
laws  or  arietes,  which  had  more  of 
power  than  perfuafion,  and  there¬ 
fore  became  its  zealous  advocates; 
and  a  member  of  the  diredfory, 
who  is  alfo  member  of  the  national 
inftitute,  Larevelliere  Lepeaux,  read 
an  efiay,  which  he  afterwards  pub- 
li (lied,  on  national  feffivals,  in 
which  he  afferted  that  the  catholic 
religion  was  hoftiie  to  reafon  and 
to  liberty.  Theaflertion  was  neither 
new  nor  uncommon,  nor  did  the 
authority  of  a  diredfory  give  it  more 
than  its  due  weight ;  but  it  was  an- 
fwered  by  Gregoire  at  the  time, 
with  his  ufual  warmth  and  elo¬ 
quence,  who  confidered  the  afler- 


tion  as  a  libel  on  the  national  cha* 
radfer ;  the  controverfy  went  no 
further.  The  fedt  continued  to  in- 
creafe,  as  would  any  other  abfnrdity 
under  the  fandfion  of  the  ruling 
powers;  and  they  at  length  took 
poffefiion  of  the  public  churches, 
hitherto  exclusively  pofiefTed  by  the 
catholics;  where,  according  to  mu¬ 
tual  or  municipal  regulations  for 
the  obfervance  of  thefe  difeordant 
fervices,  with  refpect  to  the  hours 
of  public  worfiiip,  the  offering  of 
the  wheaten-ear  and  the  bouquet  of 
flowers  to  the  divinity  was  followed 
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or  preceded  by  the  myffic  and 
fumptuous  rites  of  the  Romifh 
church.  The  fillyattempt  has,  how¬ 
ever,  we  believe,  already  fallen  into 
total  diferedit;  and,  whatever  may 
be  the  political  changes  which  may 
take  place  in  France,  we  apprehend 
that  popery  will  ftand  its  ground 
on  the  old  foundation  of  the  religion 
of  their  fathers,  under  the  name 
of  Chriffianity,  until  the  time  come 
when  the  difeovery  of  the  real  and 
genuine  dodfrines  of  the  latter  fball 
bring  into  one  fold  both  thofe  who 
are  anxious  for  truth,  and  thofe, 
alfo,  whom  prefumption  or  igno¬ 
rance  lead,  at  prefent,  to  deny  its 
exiftence. 

To  return  to  the  afiembly  of  the 
Galiican  church. — The  paft  and 
prefent  Rate  of  the  church  was  laid 
before  this  venerable  body.  The 
fire  of  the  late  perlecution,  whilft  it 
had  vitrified  the  faith  of  fome  had 
melted  awav  the  conftancv  of  others. 
Among!!  the  inftances  of  apoftacy 
laid  before  the  council  was  the 
marriage  of  nine  bifliops.  Twelve 
other  bifliops  had  formally  abdi¬ 
cated  their  epifcopal  feats,  or  re- 
fufeci  to  fill  them;  eight  had  pe¬ 
ri  filed  op  the  fcaffold,  and  thirteen 
had  died  natural  deaths.  Of  the 
new  departments  in  the  fouth  of 
France,  two  bifliops  had  emigrated, 
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thole  of  Pore  ntrui  and  Nice;  and 
that  of  Avignon  had  not  alfumed 
his  fim&ions.  In  the  newly  united 
departments  of  the  north,  four  bi¬ 
fbops  had  emigrated,  and  three  had 
died  natural  deaths;  the  other  two 
were  only  titular.  Of  the  emigrant 
bifbops,  it  appears  that  forty  had 
died  in  foreign  countries  :  one,,  the 
hi  fit  op  of  Dol,  had  been  (hot  as  a 
rebel  a£  Quiberon  ;  and  others,  it 
appeared,  had  held  ecclefiaftical  fy- 
nods  in  different  countries,  and 
been  aftive  promoters  of  counter¬ 
revolutionary  projects  againft  the 
republic. 

When  the  epifcopal  feats  were 
vacant  in  various  places,  prelby- 
teries  were  formed,  whole  office  it 
was  to  haften  the  nomination  of 
bifbops.  Of  fourteen  prdbyteries, 
three  only  had  followed  the  mode 
prefcribed  in  the  encyclical  letters, 
publifhed  the  preceding  vear. 
Some  few  diocefes,  that  had  neither 
formed  prefby  teries,  nor  named  bi- 
fhops,  were  under  the  direction  of 
fome  other  kind  of  adminiftration, 
and  fifteen  others  remained  without 
any  fpiritual  government  or  admi¬ 
niftration  whatever.  To  re-orga- 
nife  public  worfhip  and  ecclefiaf- 
tical  government  throughout  the 
republic  was  an  arduous  and  diffi¬ 
cult  talk.  For  this  purpofe,  exten- 
five  correfpondences  were  efta- 
bliflied  ;  periodical  publications, 
fuch  as  the  annals  of  religion,  were 
circulated  ;  and  focieties  formed  in 
imitation  of  the  Teylerian  fociety 
at  Harlem  :  many  works  were  pub¬ 
lifhed,  and  many  were  in  the  way  of 
publication,  among  which  was  the 
Bilhop  of  Landaff’s  Apology  for  the 
Bible.  •  , 

After  attempting  to  re-organife 
the  adminiftration  of  the  church, 
the  next  folicitude  of  thefe  bi- 
fliops  was  to  attempt  to  call  back 
their  non-conforming  brethren,  for 
which  purpofe  they  were  invit¬ 
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ed,  by  a  circular  letter,  to  join 
in  the  council.  The  general 
anfwers  given  to  this  invitation 
were  comprifed  in  a  few  words  ; 
fuch  as  “  wolves,  forfwearers,  in- 
truders,  robbers,  heretics,  fchifma- 
tics.”  Of  thefe  indignant  fons  of 
the  church,  Camille  Jourdap  had 
been  the  apologift,  by  ftating,  that, 
in  the  papers  lent  to  the  council 
of  five  hundred  by  the  directory, 
the  commillion  had  not  found  that 
the  non-jurors  had  formed  more 
oppofition  to  the  laws  than  the  con¬ 
forming  clergy.  The  reporter  had. 
probably  not  read  the  papers  ;  for 
the  account  of  the  bifnop  of  Blois 
is  very  different.  I  am  perhaps 
the  only  one/’  fays  Gregoice, 
“  who  has  had  the  patience  to  read 
over  the  enormous  collection  of  a- 
bout  three  thoufand  packets,  laid 
before  the  council.  To  prevent 
the  fale  of  the  national  lands,  and 
the  payment  of  taxes  ;  to  give  pro¬ 
tection  to  deferters  and  emigrants; 
to  hinder  the  young  men  from  repair¬ 
ing  to  the  fervice  of  their  country  ; 
to  order  the  cutting  down  the  trees 
of  liberty  ;  to  tread  under  foot  the 
characterise  figns  of  liberty  ;  to 
be  in  an  habitual  ftate  of  planning 
confpiracies ;  to  trouble  the  peace 
of  families  ;  to  preach  hatred  and 
vengeance  againft  the  conformifts; 
is  the  analyfts  of  this  voluminous 
collection.” 

Such  was  the  ecciefiaftical  ftate 
of  France  previous  to  the  holding 
of  this  national  council.  From  the 
report  made  of  the  ftate  of  the 
church,  with  refpect  to  the  colo¬ 
nies  and  foreign  millions,  it  appears 
thatCorfica,  whkh  before  the  re¬ 
volution  was  under  the  fpiritual 
jurifdiction  of  five  billiops,  had 
now  but  one.  In  the  number  of 
the  faithful  which  this  i  11  a n cl  con¬ 
tains,  is  a  colony  of  Greeks,  de~ 
Icendents  of  the  ancient  Spartans, 
who  emigrated  from  that  claflic. 
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country  at  the  dole  of  the  lafl:  cen¬ 
tury,  and  who  had  fhaken  off  their 
Spiritual  allegiance  from  their  fu- 
perior,  the  Greek  archbHhop  of  the 
college  of  St.  Athanafius,  at  Rome, 
at  the  epoch  of  taking  the  civil 
oath,  and  had  put  themfdves  under 
the  guidance  of  the  new  bifhop  of 
their  diocefe.  The  church  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  particularly  in  St. 
Domingo,  had  partaken  of  the  com¬ 
motions  of  that  colony,  of  which 
twelve  priefts  had  divided  theeccle- 
ftafticai  labours.  The  apoftle  of 
that  colony,  as  well  as  its  civil  de¬ 
liverer,  appears  to  have  been  the 
negro  general,  Touffaint  Louver- 
ture,  who,  “  by  his  Chriftian  vir¬ 
tues,  his  attachment  to. liberty,  and 
his  military  talents,  merits  univer- 
ial  efteem.”  This  general,  who 
has  been  called  the  man  predicted 
by  the  abbe  Raynal,  as  the  aven¬ 
ger  of  his  race,  and  their  redeemer 
from  fiavery  (and  who  was  him- 


felf  a  Have  at  the  time  of  the  revo¬ 
lution),  had  publ idled  a  proclama¬ 
tion  *  which  breathes  a  fpirit  of 
piety  fcarcely  expected  to  be  found 
in  a  general,  much  iefs  in  the  fable 
commander  of  negro  armies. 

Of  the  Spanifti  part  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  ceded  to  the  French  by  the 
late  treaty,  the  archbifhop,  who  ap¬ 
peared  inclined  to  favour  the  con¬ 
vocation  of  a  national  council,  had 
been  tranflated  from  thence  to  a 
richer  bifhoprick  in  Mexico.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  other  iflands  hx 
the  Weft  Indies  had  been  too  much 
occupied  about  their  phyfical  and 
political  exiftence  to  pay  due  at¬ 
tention  to  fpintual  concerns  ;  but 
in  the  French  fettiements  in  South 
America,  Cayenne,  and  Guiana, 
the  progrefs  of  religion  among  the 
Indians,  as  related  by  father  Jacque- 
min,  who  refided  upwards  of 
twenty  years  in  thofe  parts,  is  not. 
Iefs  pleaflng  to  the  political  cecono- 


■M  a  Brethren  and  friends,  beware  of  thinking  that  in  any  circnmftance,  in  which  fii cr¬ 
eels  has  crowned  my  undertakings,  I  have  had  the  vain  prefumption  of  attributing  the 
glory  to  inyfelf.  The  light  of  religion,  that  lure  and  faithful  guide  of  my  conduct,  has  a! - 
waysfhowume  to  whom  I  was  indebted — toGod! — to  that  infinite  Being.by  whom  we  live 
and  move,  whole  power  extends  over  the  whole  of  the  human  race,  and  whofe  invifible 
hand  guides  and  governs  the  uniVerfe.  If  the  example  which  I  gave  you  had  been  fnf- 
ficient  to  fix  in  your  hearts  the  love  of  that  Being  who  has  heaped  on  us  fo  many  benefits, 
I  fhould  not  now  have  been  compelled  to  have  awakened  in  you  again  the  remembrance 
of  them. 

u  After  feeing  vourfelves  lightened  of  thofe  fetters  beneath  which  you  have  fo  long 
time  groaned,  and  after  having  recovered  your  rights,  you  may,  perhaps,  in  the  delirium 
ot  your  joy,  have  attributed  your  change  of  condition  to  human  means  alone;  but  if 
fueh  has  been  your  blindnefs,  open  your  eyes;  and  be  afl'urcd,  that  the  will  and  adt 
which  have  accomplifhed  the  revolution  that  has  fhaken  off  from  your  necks,  and  thofe 
of  your  fellow  fufferers,  the  fhameful  yoke,  are  of  God  alone:  his  beneficence  and 
j.uitice  has  placed  you  again  in  the  rank  of  men  :  fiudy  to  p radii fe  and  fulfil  your  duties 
ns  well  towards  him  as  towards  fociety,  of  which  you  now  form  a  portion.  It  is  therefore 
time  that  you  fhould  perfuade  yourfelvcs  of  the  indifpenlable  necefiity  of  acknowledging 
two  objects  to  which  you  owe  veneration,  fubmiffion,  and  affection;  thelc  two  objects- 
are,  God  and  the  law. 

“  Officers  and  loldiers  of  the  army,  the  firft  of  your  duties  is  to  honour  God,  the  next 
to  ferve  your  country.  The  find  obligation  con  fills  not  only  in  the  oblervation  of  a  wor¬ 
ship  which  all  nations  of  the  earth  are  agreed  to  render  to  the  Supreme  Being,  you  nnut 
join  to  this  external  mark  of  refpedt  the  exercil'e  of  every  v  irtue  :  let  your  example  lead 
thole  over  whom  you  may  have  influence  to  the  remembrance  of  a  religion  which  thev 
teem  to  have  forgotten,  and  infpire  them  with  fentiments  neceflary  to  the  purity  of 
morals,  without  which  the  re-eftablifhment  of  order  and  peace  will  become  impoflibJi  : 
let  your  example  efpecially,  and,  if  it  be  neceflary,  your  authority,  corredt  that  frantic 
paffion  of  gaming,  the  fatal  effedts  of  which  are  not  lets  frequently  attended  with  tLe 
Ibis  of  honour  than  with  that  of  life,  &c.  &c.” 
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rnift,  as  the  means  of  fpreading  ci- 
vilifation  and  knowledge,  than  it  is 
affe&'ing  to  the  pious  mind,  felici¬ 
tous  for  the  cultivation  of  thole 
fentimefnts  which  give  their  j u It 
value  to  both. 

With  the  other  colonies  belong- 

•  o 

3ng  to  the  French  in  Africa  and 
Alia  little  communication  had 
taken  place.  The  adminiftratois 
of  the  illands  of  the  Mauritius  had 
fold  the  eilates  of  their  clergy,  and 
had  paid  them  regularly  their  pen- 
f  ons.  One  of  thele  illands  had  ten 
priefts,  but  the  morals  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  not  in  the  highell  hate  of 
purity  ;  another  had  twelve,1  and  the 
harvelf  of  piety  was  abundant. 
They  were  formerlv  underthe  iurif- 
didlion  of  the  archbilhop  of  Paris, 
but  at  prefent  acknowledged  no 
fupremacy. 

Such  is  the  prefent  Pate  of  the 
catholic  faith  in  the  countries  de¬ 
pendent  on  France.  Of  the  wel¬ 
fare  and  profperity  of  the  church  in 
foreign  parts,  the  deftrudfion  of  the 
feminarv  of  foreign  millions  at 
Paris,  and  the  irreparable  lots  of  the 
manufc.ripts  and  correfpondence 
belonging  to  that  fociety,  together 
with  the  interruption  neceflarilyoc- 
calioned  by  the  war,  leave  this  part 
of  its  modern  hifiory  imperfect.  In 
the  eallern  part  of  the  world,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  memorial  prelented  to 
the  condiment  alfemblv,  there  was 
at  that  epoch  fix  French  bifhops, 
and  thirty-eight  priefts,  whofuper- 
intended  fix  colleges,  and  were  af- 
fifted  by  Indian  acolytes,  and  ca¬ 
techumens.  The  eftablilhment  of 
Pondicherry  maintained  belides  two 
bifhops,  nineteen  miffionaries,  and 
a  college.  At  Camboya,  Siam, 
Tvmguin,  and  Pegu,  there  were  alfo 
miffionaries,  and  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  believers.  From  the 
inipoTibility  of  communication 
with  the  eaft,  for  the  reafom  above 
mentioned,  the  report  made  to  the 


council  with  refpedl  to  the  miflion- 
aries  in  China  is  a  tranlcript 
from  the  interefting  voyage  written 
by  fir  George  Staunton,  and  the  re¬ 
porter  has  not  loft:  fight  of  the  tri¬ 
bute  ofpraife  paid  by  that  elegant 
writer  to  the  humanity  of  thefe 
miffionaries,  in  the  double  falvation 
which  they  offer  to  expofed  in¬ 
fants,  nor  failed4  to  put  in  contrail 
the  effects  of  the  precepts  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  gofpel,  with  the  ferocity 
of  paganifm,  and  the  ignorance  of 
thofe  European  philofophers  who 
boall  the  fuperior  mildnefs  of  its 
inftitutions,  and  the  beneficence  of 
its  laws. 

Of  the  different  religious  efta- 
blifhments  in  the  eaft,  on  the  fhores 
of  the  Mediterranean,  little  has  been 
learnt.  The  Chriftian  college  of 
Damafcus  is  praifed  by  the  vicar 
of  the  Holy  Land  ;  but  all  in  that 
quarter  have  not,  it  appears,  the 
fame  claim  to  his  approbation.  At 
Grand  Cairo,  the  Latin  and  Greek 
priefts  fliare  the  fame  church,  and 
live  together  in  mutual  charity  and 
toleration.  This  liberty  of  wor- 
fhip,  it  feems,  repofes  on  a  charter 
granted  by  Mahomet,  or  whi.ch 
made  part  of  a  treaty  concluded  at 
that  period  with  the  Chriftians. 
This  treaty  has  been  fpoken  of  by 
various  publicifts.  A  copy  now 
exifting  in  Paris  has  been  tranftated 
very  lately,  and  the  printing  of  it 
in  the  French  and  Arabic,  with  a 
preface  eftablifliing  its  authenticity, 
was  begun  at  the  preftes  of  the  re¬ 
public.  Behenam,  a  Chaldee  prieft 
of  Moful,  near  ancient  Nineveh, 
and  who  is  now  in  Paris,  alferts, 
that  the  original  of  this  treaty  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  religious  order  of 
the  Jacobites.  Application  had 
been  made  to  the  late  apoftolical 
vicar  of  Babylon,  who  is  now  gone 
as  conful  to  Mafcat  in  Arabia,  and 
to  Galloi.s,  a  conful  at  Bagdad,  as 
well  as  others,  to*  make  diligent 
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fearch.  Information  on  this  Ab¬ 
ject  has  been  fince  gained  ;  audit 
is  highly  probable,  that  this  object 
of  refearch,  the  original  treaty,  is 
now  exiting  at  Deir-Afferem,  the 
refidence  of  the  Jacobite  patriarch, 
near  Merdin. 

At  Smyrna  and  Conftantinople, 
there  were  eleven  or  twelve  efta- 
bliflhments,  of  which  the  Lazar  ides 
compofed  the  principal  part.  Of 
thefe  miffionaries,  little  that  is  fa¬ 
vourable  is  related.  At  the  e])och 
of  the  revolution,  quarrels  civil 
and  religious  arofe  between  the  dif- 

O 

ferent  members  of  thele  focieties, 
in  which  the  Porte  interpofed  by 
ihutting  up  their  houfes  at  Con¬ 
ftantinople,  and  placing  them  tem¬ 
pera’  ilv  under  the  direction  of  the 
Turkifh  minifter  of  police.  When 
the  late  embafTador,  Aubert  Du- 
bnyet,  arrived  at  Conflantinople, 
the  eftablifhments  were  put  into 
his  poffeffion  ;  and  as  no  good  ac¬ 
count  could  be  given  of  the  civifm 
of  the  miffionaries,  the  keys  were 
remitted  to  two  Ex-Jefuits,  who 
redded  in  that  city.  The  religious 
eftablifhments  were  filled  up  by  Ex- 
jcfuits  of  good  reputation,  who 
were  Scattered  over  the  Leyant.  A 
French  church  was  opened  at  Con¬ 
ftantinople;  and  the  reis-efl’endi,  in 
giving  the  orders,  teftified  the  in- 
t  ere  ft  he  took  in  this  aft  of  religi¬ 
ous  toleration. 

While  the  expenfes  of  thefe  mif¬ 
fionaries  were  defrayed  fro  in  funds 
that  were  confecrated  for  that  pur- 
pof°,  the  views  of  their  million 
were  in  general  religioufly^ fulfilled  ; 
blit,  as  the  propagation  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  faith  is  no  longer  among  the 
fir  ft:  objects  of  French  government, 
it  can  fcarcely  be  expelled  that 
veal  on  the  part  of  the  faithful  will 
entirely,  compenfate  for  indifference 
on  the  part  of  the  governors. 

Thefe  eft ablifti ments  are,  how- 
fver,  not  very  burdenfome ;  from 


the  laffc  accounts  of  the  expendi¬ 
ture,  the  whole  did  not  amount 
annually  to  more  than  280,000 
Imres,  1 1,666  pounds fterling.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  government  will  counte¬ 
nance  thefe  Spiritual  embaffies,  from 
political  motives,  is  uncertain. 
Thefe  miffionaries  have  already 
rendered  valuable  fervices  to 
fcience  and  literature  ;  and  it  muff 
be  regretted  that  thefe  fources  of 
knowledge  are  now  flint  up  to 
Europe. 

I11  this  interefting  ffruggle  of  the 
catholic  church,  with  the  torrent 
that  is  pouring  in  on  it  from  every 
fide  from  infidelity,  nothing  is  more 
amufing  to  a  ferious  by llander  than 
to  witnefs  the  hefitations,  the  de¬ 
ference,  the  decifions,  and  the  va¬ 
rious  conflicts  between  pious  pre¬ 
judice  and  manly  refolve,  which 
agitate  the  breads  of  thefe  vene¬ 
rable  fathers,  when  they  look  to¬ 
wards  the  author  and  finifher  of 
their  faith,  the  holy  fee.  The 
learned  reporter,  in  order  to  excuie 
the  fchifms  of  the  conflitutional 
clergy  from  the  authority  of  the 
court  of  Rome,  which  the  pope 
has  charafterifed  in  his  bulls  and" 
briefs  by  heretical  rebellion,  has 
quoted  the  authorities  of  former 
fchifmatics,  fuch  as  Melchior  Ga¬ 
nns,  in  his  advice  to  the  emperor 
Charles  V. of  Befianon  to  the 
council  of  Florence,  and  even  ot 
St.  Bernard  ;  of  the  oppofition 
riiade  by  the  Italian  billions' to  the 
late  bull  autorem  fidei ,.  a  gai  n  It 
which,  when  lent  to  the  council  of 
Caftiile  to  obtain  the  exequatur, 
prat  efts  had  been  made  by  the 
Gallican  bifhops,  and  had  counter- 
adled,  though  with  extreme  diffi¬ 
culty,  its  effefts.  Emboldened  by 
thefe  authorities,  which  fanftioned 
their  oppofition  to  the  authority  of 
the  holy  fee,  they  turn  the  arms  of 
the  church  againft  the  holy  father 


FOREIGN 


HISTORY. 


277 


of  an  Engliffi  writer,  who  proves, 
from  the  famous  bull  in  cc&na  Do- 
mini ,  that  the  pope  having  received 
into  his  port  the  veflels  of  the  Eng¬ 
liffi,  who  were  heretics,  and  given 
them  aid,  is  himfeif  excommuni¬ 
cated,  without  power  of  abfoiu- 
tion,  even  at  death,  but  by  another 
pope  ;  for  fuch  are  the  decisions  of 
this  bull. 

Whether  the  pope  has  incurred 
this  penalty  or  not,  it  appears  that, 
latterly,  the  holy  father  had  thrown 
a  look  of  tendernefs  over  the  d  it - 
traded  ftate  of  the  church,  and 
even  before  the  late  treaty  of  peace 
had  fiiown  a  difpofition'  to  put  an 
end  to  the  troubles  that  divided  it. 
Secret  correfpondences  had  been 
carried  on  for  that  purpofe,  which 
it  was  not  prudent  to  make  public  ; 
and  had  the  government  of  France 
mown  itfielf  liberal  and  tolerant, 
religious  as  well  as  civil  harmony 
would  probably  have  been  reftored. 

As  the  reporter  is  convinced  that 
the  catholic  religion,  well  under- 
flood,  is  the  exclufive  friend  of  all 
free  governments,  he  congratulates 
the  councils  on  its  progrefs  in 
Southern  America,  where  there  are 
many  learned  biffiops  and  priefls. 
In  proteftant  countries  in  Europe, 
befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  it 
appears  that  chapels  are  opened  in 
Sweden,  and  tnafs  has  lately  been 
celebrateel  at  Stockholm,  for  the 
fir  ft  time  thefe  200  years  path  In 
RufTia,  a  catholic  archbifhbp  has 
been  eftablifhed  at  Mohilow,  who, 
it  appears,  is  but  little  difpofed  to 
yield  to  the  invafiotis  of  the  court 
of  Rome.  In  fome  part  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  cantons  of  Switzerland,  the 
light  is  piercing,  in  others  the  dark- 
nefs  is  yet  vifible.  In  the  northern 
parts  of  Italy,  the  regeneration  is 
making  hafty  ftrides.  In  Naples 
and  Portugal  the  fufpicions  of 
government  have  prevented abnoft 
ail  correfpoudence  ;  but  in  Spain  a 


new  order  of  things  is  arifing  fa- 
vourable  both  to  religion  and  li¬ 
berty,  of  which  motives  of  pru¬ 
dence  prevent  at  prefent  the  pub¬ 
lication.  „ 

The  learned  biffiop,  after  detail¬ 
ing  the  various  difficulties  which 
had  occurred  in  the  convocation  of 
this  national  council,  from  the  no¬ 
velty  and  danger  of  the  circum- 
ftances,  and  the  fituation  in  which 
they  were  placed,  clofed  his  intereft- 
ing  report  with  an  eloquent  perora¬ 
tion  to  the  venerable  afTembly  of  re¬ 
verend  fathers: The  political 
world  is  ffiaken  to  its  centre j  the 
inquifition  and  defpotifm,  tyranny, 
civil  and  religious,  are  crumbling 
to  the  duft ;  although  fufficienc 
data  be  not  laid  down  to  indicate 
the  exact  term,  or  calculate  the 
total  refult  of  this  general  fhock 
imprefled  on  the  world,  which  en¬ 
lightened  men,  even  among  the 
Jews,  confider  as  die  forerunners 
of  changes  yet  more  ftrange  and 
eventful.  The  whole  of  prophecy 
is  now  accompli  filing  :  it  is  not  for 
us  to  know  the  time  and  the  mo¬ 
ment;  neverthelefs,  from  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  natural  and  moral 
phffincmena  which  prefent  them- 
felves  to  our  eyes,  the  Chriftian 
is  compelled  to  concentrate  his 
thoughts,  to  afk  if  the  epoch  be 
not  near  in  which  the  catholic  re¬ 
ligion  fhall  enlighten  the  whole  of 
the  new  world  ;  when  the  depend¬ 
ents  of  the  gentiles  among  us  (the 
race  of  modern  infidels),  ffiall  be 
deprived  of  the  lights  of  the  gufpel, 
which  they  have  abufed  ;  when  the 
remains  of  the  tribe  of  Ifrael,  whom 
the  breath  of  God  has  Pattered 
over  the  face  of  the  earth,  {hail 
acknowledge  him  whom  they  have 
pierced,  and  ffiall  become  a  confo- 
lation  to  the  church.” 

The  firft  acts  of  the  council  were 
the  publication  of  a  fynoclical  letter 
to  the  pallors,  and„to  the  faithful, 
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on  the  means  of  eflablifhing  reli¬ 
gious  peace ;  and  a  letter  to  the 
bilhops  and  priefts  refident  in 
France,  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  Chrif- 
tian  charity.  As  the  primary  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  council  was  to  lav  down 
a  plan  of  general  pacification, 
thefe  reverend  fathers  proceeded 
methodically  to  inquire  what  ought 
to  be  the  nature  of  the  plan  of 
conciliation?  to  whom  this  union 
ought  to  be  propofed  ?  in  what 
fpirit,  and  on  what  points  they 
ought  to  agree?  what  ought  to  be 
the  conditions  of  the  pacification  ? 
and  whether  it  were  necefTary  to 
addrefs  it  to  the  pope,  and  likewife 
to  the  bifhops  of  foreign  churches. 
Thefe  various  topics  underwent 
long  examination.  The  firffc  article 
refpedting  the  nature  of  the  plan 
was  vague  and  indiftindt ;  the  bafe 
of  it  was  Hated  to  be  the  three  vir¬ 
tues,  of  charity,  juftice,  and  truth, 
and  proportioned  to  the  extent  of 
the  evils  that  had  defoiated  the 
Gallican  church.  The  next,  which 
relates  to  the  individuals  and  bo¬ 
dies  that  fhould  be  invited  to  com- 
pofe  this  union,  was  more  precife 
and  fpecific.  The  emigrant  priefis 
were  excluded  from  neceflity,  be¬ 
ing  in  a  Hate  of  banifhment ;  and 
of  thofe  who  refided  in  France,  the 
majority  remained  under  the  inter¬ 
dict,  as  long  as  they  per fi fled  in 
their  refufal  to  fubir.it  to  the  laws 
of  the  republic.  With  refpedt  to 
the  points  on  which  they  ought  to 
agree,”  and  the  fpirit  in  which  they 
were  to  adf,  it  was  propofed  that  a 
general  oblivion  fhould  cover  all 
former  diffenfions,  and  that  the 
acknowledged  tenets  of  the  church 
fhould  be  the  preferihed  articles  of 
belief.  As  to  the  means  of  paci¬ 
fication,  it  was  accorded  as  a  gene¬ 
ral  rule,  that  all  paftors  and  priefts, 
who  fhould  remain  faithful  to  their 
vocation,  fhould  be  called,  without 
diflinction,  to  the  exercife  of  the 


miniftry,  whatever  might  have 
been  their  opinions  on  the  ques¬ 
tions  which  have  divided  the  church 
of  France.  The  bifho'ps  of  foreign 
churches  were  to  be  prefented  with 
the  decree  of  reconciliation  ;  and 
the  article  of  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
plan  to  the  pope  was  conceived 
in  a  fpirit  of  entire  fubjedtion. 
The  Gallican  church,  after  pro- 
tefting  its  inviolable  attachment  to 
the  C.  A.  R.  Church,  acknow¬ 
ledges  that  the  pope  is  by  divine 
rip-ht  the  vifible  chief ;  and  that 
he  thereby  has  the  primacy  of 
honour  and  jurifdidlion  ;  that  the 
members  of  it  profefs  all  the  dog¬ 
mas  received  bv  the  catholic 
church,  and  condemn  all  the  er¬ 
rors  which  it  has  profcribed. 

Amidft  the  great  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  events  which  were  taking 
place  in  Europe,  the  lunation  of 
the  French  pofleffions  in  more 
diflant  parts  of  the  world  have 
not  efcaped  our  attention.  After 
the  defeat  of  the  rebels,  mentioned 
in  our  laif,  it  appears  that  the  co¬ 
lony  of  St.  Domingo  began  to  af- 
furne  an  afpedt  of  order  and  culti¬ 
vation.  The  condudl  of  the  com- 
miffarv  Santhonax  had  been  the 
fubjedt  of  violent  debates  in  the  legis¬ 
lature,  previous  to  the  1 8th  of  Fruc- 
tidor ;  and  the  influence  of  the  anti- 
dirediOrial  party  had  weighed  down 
every  evidence  that  was  attempted 
to  be  p.dduced  in  favour  of  his  ad- 
miniftratioh.  It  would  be  too 
long,  and,  for  the  purpofes  of  ge¬ 
neral  hiffory,  too  tedious  to  enter 
into  the  detail  of  the  conflidt  which 
took  place  between  the  various 
parties  ;  but,  fince  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  order,  and  the  re-orga- 
nifation  of  the  government,  the 
negroes,  it  appears,  by  official  pa¬ 
pers,  have  returned  to  labour  ;  the 
habitations  that  have  been  de- 
ftroved  were  rebuilt  ;  and  the 
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have  again  been  turned  to  con- 
fiderable  profit.  The  official  re¬ 
port  made  of  the  ablual  flate  of  the 
'  colony  was  confirmed  by  the  ac¬ 
knowledgement  of  a  member  of  the 
Upper  council,  fince  baniflied, 
'whole  information  was  not,  there¬ 
fore,  to  be  fufpected.  The  negroes 
indent  themtelves  for  terms,  or  take 
their  wages  in  kind,  or  fhare  in  the 
produce  according  to  previous  a- 
greements  made  with  the  proprie¬ 
tor  ;  and  humanity,  according  to 
thefe  reports,  is  no  longer  wounded 
by  the  moft  terrible  fpe&acle  of 
human  mifery. 

The  pacification  of  the  French 
republic  with  the  empire  had 
been  adjourned  by  the  treaty  of 
Campo  Formio  to  the  congrefs  of 
Radftadt.  The  meeting  of  this  con¬ 
grefs  was  reprefented  as  big  with 
the  fate  of  Europe.  It  was  afferted 
that  an  afiemblage  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  fuch  high  and  mighty 
powers,  interefted  or  connected 
with  the  empire,  would  form  an 
epoch  much  more  remarkable  in 
hiflory  than  that  of  the  treaty  of 
Wefiphalia  ;  that  the  foundations 
of  a  lading  peace  would  be  laid  by 
the  further  farnftion  about  to  be 
given  by  the  French  republic  under 
the  protection  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  to  the  integrality  of  the 
empire,  agreeably  to  the  prelimi¬ 
naries  of  peace  figned  at  Leoben  ; 
and  that  the  pretentions  of  the 
French  would  be  checked  or  awed 
by  fuch  an  union  of  will  and  power, 
if  any  difpolijtions  of  further  ag- 
grandifement  were  difcovered.  The 
plenipotentiaries  from  various  pow¬ 
ers  had  already  afiembled,  whiKl 
Buonaparte,  who  had  waited  in 
Italy  till  the  mutual  ratification  of 
the  treaty  with  the  emperor  had 
taken  place,  was  employed  in  plan¬ 
ning  or  arranging  the  governments 
which  he  had  formed.  The  Cis¬ 
alpine  republic,  into  which  general 


name  had  funk  the  provifional  Cis- 
padane,  and  Tranfpadane  repub¬ 
lics,  had  taken  the  French  cotifli- 
tution  for  their  guide.  The  or- 
ganifation  of  the  different  depart¬ 
ments  of  this  new  flate  had  been 
arranged  under  the  direCHon  of 
Buonaparte,  and  the  places  of  truft 
and  dignity  had  been  filled  agree¬ 
ably  to  his  nomination.  For  this 
exercife  of  power,  the  general  apo- 
logifes  in  a  letter  which  he  ad- 
dreffes  to  the  Cifalpine  people  on 
his  leaving  their  territory,  in  which 
he  informs  them,  “  that  the  incon¬ 
veniences  which  may  arife  from  his 
fallibility  in  having  fometimes  mis¬ 
taken  the  intriguer  for  the  man-  of 
worth  are  much  lefs  than  would 
have  arifen  had  he  left  the  nomi¬ 
nation  to  themfelves  before  they 
were  yet  organifed.”  He  moreover 
obferved  to  them,  “  that  they  were 
the  firft  example  in  hillory  of  a 
people  who  had  become  free  with¬ 
out  faClions,  revolutions,  or  com¬ 
motions  ;  that  as  France  had  given 
them  liberty,  they  fliould  learn 
how  to  preferve  it ;  that  being  next 
to  France,  the  moft  populous  and 
richeft  republic  in  Europe,  they 
fliould  learn  how  to  preferve  that 
liberty,  by  becoming  worthy  of 
their  high  defliny,  in  making  only  . 
wife  and  moderate  laws,  and  exe¬ 
cuting  them  with  force  and  energy ; 
by  favouring  the  fpread  of  know¬ 
ledge,'  and  refpebting  the  rights  of 
confcience.”  He  advifed  them  al- 
fo  to  make  up  the  military  force  of 
their  country,  not  with  vagrants 
or  dido  lute  men,  but  wuth  citizens 
imbued  with  the  principles  of  the 
republic,  and  immediately  attached 
to  the  profperity  of  their  country. 

He  obierved,  “  that  divided  and 
bowed  down  for  fo  many  years, 
under  the  yoke  of  flavery,  they 
would  never  have  acquired  their 
liberty;  but  with  regulations  like 
thefe,  in  a  few  years,  were'  thev 
S4  left 
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left  to  themfelves,  no  power  on 
earth  would  take  it  from  them  ;  that 
till  that  period  France  would  pro- 
teft  them  againfl  the  attacks  of 
their  neighbours,  and  that  her  po¬ 
litical  fydem  would  be  united  to 
their  own  he  finilhed  byremark¬ 
ing,  a  that  in  order  to  confolidate 
their  liberty,  and  with  the  view 
only  of  their  profperity  and  happi- 
iiefs,  he  had  undertaken  a  talk 
which  could  hitherto  have  been 
infpired  only  by  ambition  and  the 
love  of  power;  that  he  ^  was  then 
about  to  leave  them  to  return  only 
by  the  orders  of  his  government, 
or  if  any  imminent  danger  awaited 
their  republic,  for  whofe  glory  in 
every  place,  wherever  the  fervice  of 
his  country  fliould  call  him,  he 
ihould  entertairr  the  mod:  /incere 
affeftion  and  the  moft  anxious  fo- 
licitude.” 

Buonaparte  left  Italy  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  Cifaipine  govern¬ 
ment  was  duly  indalled  (20  Nov.). 

The  opening  of  the  Cifaipine 
legiflature  prefented  nearly  the  fame 
fcenes  as  had  been  witnefled  in 
France  at  the  firll  fittings  of  the 
confiituent  afiembly.  Although  it 
is  faid  that  Buonaparte  had  exer- 
cifed  his  bed  judgment  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  individuals  who  com- 
pcfed  thefe  bodies,  they  were 
found,  when  aflembled,  to  form 
but  an  heterogeneous  mafs  ;  dif- 
cordant  in  their  views  and  fcn- 
timents,  and  jealous  and  fufpicious 
of  each  other.  Ignorant  of  the 
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true  landmarks  of  liberty,  fome 
e nailed  the  parts  of  the  Paris  jaco- 
b'ns,  and  made  abfurd  and  inexe- 
cutable  propofitions ;  others,  jufily 
affrighted  at  the  exaggeration  of 
their  collegues,  made  counterpro- 
pofitions  of  tendencies  fo  different, 
as  to  incur,  with  no  meafured 
terms,  the  disapprobation  of  the 
republican  parry.  Difcordant  as 
they  were  in  their  opinions  and 


fentiments  refpefting  each  other, 
all  parties  in  the  legifiative  afiern- 
blies  united  againft  the  executive 
power.  This  jealoufy  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  which  is  a  virtue 
in  a  defpotic  date,  where  every 
thing  torn  from  that  power  -is 
an  addition  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  becomes  a  political  vice  of 
the  mod  dangerous  kind  when  it 
is  exercifed  again fi  the  executive 
power  of  a  free  date.  If  in  de¬ 
spotic  governments  this  power  can¬ 
not  be  too  weak,  fo  in  free  govern¬ 
ments,  which  are  regulated  bv  pre- 
cife  and  written  laws,  it  can  hardly 
be  too  drong,  while  it  does  not 
violate  the  drift  letter  of  the  law  ; 
and  force  thus  tempered,  efpecially 
in  the  beginning  of  new  govern¬ 
ments,  is  one  of  the  mod  efifential 
and  important  attributes  of  liberty. 

Among  the  conqueds  in  the  ex¬ 
pedition  againd  the  pope,  it  mud 
be  remembered  that  the  port  of 
Ancona,  in  the  Adriatic,  was  an 
objeft  of  no  fmall  moment.  By 
the  treaty,  this  port  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies  were  to  remain  in  the 
poflefiion  of  the  French  till  the  con¬ 
tinental  peace.  By  this  treaty,  as 
the  peace  had  taken  place,  Ancona 
ought  to  have  been  redored  to  the 
holy  fee.  It  had,  however,  been 
too  long  under  the  tutorage  of  the 
French  not  to  have  unlearnt  mod 
of  its  habitual  feelings  of  reveren¬ 
tial  allegiance.  Tlpe  people  of  An¬ 
cona,  probably  dimulated  by  a 
French  party  or  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  declared  themfelves  fo-ve- 
reign,  and  communicated  their  re- 
folve  to  be  free,  and  their  will  to 
form  themfelves  into  a  representa¬ 
tive  government  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  France,  to  the  French 
general,  who  commanded  in  That 
quarter,  and  who  indantly  ac¬ 
ceded  to  the  wifli,  and  proclaimed 
the  free  and  independent  republic 
of  Ancona.  The  republic  of  St. 
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Iviarino  underwent  alfo,  at  this 
period,  a  revolution ;  and  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  Hate,  which 
had  hitherto  been  concentered  in 
the  hands  of  the  nobles,  was  now 
diftributed.in  equal  portions  among 
the  council  of  the  date. 

The  journey  of  Buonaparte 
through  Switzerland  would  have 
refembied  a  triumph,  had  his  va¬ 
nity  correfponded  with  the  eager- 
nefs  of  homage  ;  he  arrived  at  Rad- 


ftadt,  where  he  found  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  alfembled,  and  where  he 
exchanged  with  count  Meerfeldt 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  with  the  court  of  Vienna. 
Asfoon  as  this  ceremony  had  taken 
place,  he  departed  from  Radftadt 
for  Paris,  leaving  behind  him  the 
commilTaries  Treilhard  and  Bon¬ 
nier  to  reprefen t  the  republic  in 
the  congrefs  that  w^as  to  open  on 
the  flrit  of  January  enfuing. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

A  fairs  of  Rome.  Treaty  of  Tolentino.  E  mb  ar  raff  merits  of  the  Papal  Go¬ 
vernment.  Extreme  Poverty  of  the  Treaftny .  The  Subjects  of  the  Pope 

compelled  to  contribute  the  'whole  if  their'  Plate.  Secretary  of  State,  Car¬ 
dinal  Bufca ,  difmifjed.  Cardinal  Doria  appointed  to  that  Office .  Re¬ 
volutionary  Movements  in  different  Parts  of  the  Papal  Dominions.  Em~ 
bajfy  from  Spain  to  the  Pope.  Indifpcfition  of  the  Pope.  V arious  Can¬ 
didates  for  the  Tiara .  Indignation  of  the  People  againfi  the  Nephews  of 
the  Pope.  Clergy  obliged  to  render  in  an  Account  of  their  Poffeffons.  Jo- 
feph  Buonaparte  fent  as  Embafador  to  Rome.  Popular  Tumult  at  Rome. 
General  Duphot  killed.  The  Pope  and  his  Minifry  innocent  of  the  Murder. 
Melancholy  Confequences  of  this  Affair.  French  Directory  make  it  an  Ex- 
cufe  for  overturning  the  Government.  March  of  General  Berthier.  Infur- 
veHion  cf  the  People  at  Rome.  The  Roman  Republic  proclaimed .  Plight 
of  the  Cardinals ,  Cf  c.  Extraordinary  Efcape  of  Cardinal  Maury .  Rapa¬ 

city  and  indf criminate  Opprefon  on  the  Part  of  the  French ,  Pope  confined 
to  his  Palace.  Fortunes  of  his  Nephews  conffcated.  Rev i eve  of  the  Caufes 
which  precipitated  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Papal  Authority.  Dfiaf- 
fedl ion  of  certain  Catholic  Princes.  Conduct  of  the  Protefant  Powers  to¬ 
wards  the  Pope.  Difputes  with  the  French  Clergy  previous  io  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  Conduct  of  the  Pope  after  that  Event.  His  Conduct  after  his 
Abdication.  Removed  from  Rome .  Happy  and  refpeflable  in  Retirement. 
His  Character.  Ref  exions  on  the  Revolution  and  the  new  Government 
eflablifhed  by  the  French  at  Rome. 

IN  the  hidorv  of  the  pad  year,  mighty  empire,  which  held  fo  wide 
the  mod  prominent  figure  in  the  a  dominion  over  the  human  race, 
canvas,  and  the  firft  in  order  of  and  whofe  influence  not  only  di¬ 
time,  is  that  affemblage  of  tempo-  reeled  the  affairs  of  earth,  but  per- 
ral  and  fpiritual  power,  the  papal  vaded  the  invifible  world,  has  of- 
fee  ;  which,  after  repeated  druggies  ten  Ivvellcd  the  page  of  the  hido- 
againd  diffolution,  of  which  flight  rian.  The  annals  of  hidorv  have 
(ketches  have  been  given  in  our  indeed  frequently  been  little  elie 
preceding  hidory,  now  funk  into,  than  records  of  the  tyranny  of  this 
at  lead,  a  temporary  annihilation,  church;  and  its  decline,  and  pof- 
The  rife  and  progrefs  of  this  fibly  its  fall,  at  this  portentous  fea- 
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fon  of  reformation  and  change,  are 
no  lefs  worthy  of  attention.  We 
have  already  given  the  details  of  the 
negotiations  between  the  French 
republic  and  the  pope;  and  we  fhail 
proceed  to  record  the  events  which 
took  place  at  Rome,  from  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  Buonaparte  figned  the 
treaty  at  Tolentino,  to  that  when 
the  Roman  ferrate  and  people  were 
again  proclaimed  at  the  capitol. 

Buonaparte,  after  having  given 
another  refpite  to  the  holy  fee,  by 
the  fignature  of  that  treaty,  left  the 
dominions  of  the  pope  in  poffeffion 
of  a  fmall  portion  of  his  army  till 
the  articles  of  the  treaty  were  exe- 

J 

exited.  During  the  negotiation  the 
pope  ftrnck  with  terror,  and  ex¬ 
pecting  that  no  further  freedom 
could  be  extended  towards  him, 
had  made  preparations  for  flight  to 
'Naples,  with  fuel)  of  his  treafures 
as  could  be  conveniently  tranfport- 
ed.  AH  was  anarchy  and  confu- 

j 

fion  at  Rome  till  the  news  of  peace 
arrived  ;  when  the  pontiff  was  turn¬ 
ed  from  his  purpofe  of  efcape,  and 
the  people  were  confoled,  or  in- 
fulted,  with  proceffions,  prayers, 
and  prieftlv imprecations againff  the 
French.  r 

Although  peace  had  prolonged 
the  political  exigence  of  the  holy 
fee,  it  had  neverthelefs  been  left  in 
extreme  embarraffment.  The  pope, 
whofe  conduct  had  been  lately 
marked  by  a  feries  of  follies,  be¬ 
came  almoft  an  object  of  compaf- 
fion.  His  counter-revolutionary 
hopes  were  now  utterly  over¬ 
thrown  ;  three  of  his  provinces 
were  irremediably  loft;  his  coffers 
were  empty ;  his  fubjedts  difeon- 
tented ;  and  every  apparent  refource 
exhaufted  by  the  exadfions  which 
had  already  been  made  to  pay  the 
tribute  of  the  armiffice  granted  by 
the  French  the  laft  fummer.  But  in 
order  to  execute  the  prefent  treaty, 
it  was  neceffary  to  make  new 


exertions,  and  mournful  edidis  were 
accordingly  publifhed  the  week 
that  followed  the  fi going  of  the 
peace,  in  which  the  holy  father,  af¬ 
ter  calling  to  the  remembrance  of 
his  fubjedts,  that  having  in  the  laft 
feafon  of  calamity  demanded  the 
whole  of  their  plate,  he  had  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  half;  he  muff, 
now,  when  circu  mffances  were  more 
critical,  as  every  one  well  knew,  be 
compelled  to  requeft,  that  within 
three  days  the  other  half  might  be 
carried  to  the  pontifical  treafury. 

The  Hiking  of  this  edidt  was  one 
of  the  laft  labours  of  the  fecretarv 
of  date,  the  cardinal  Bufca,  whofe 
impolicy  had  again  involved  the 
holy  fee  in  calamities,  and  nearly 
accomplifhed  its  ruin.  This  facri- 
fice  of  the  fecretary  was  a  necelfa- 
ry  homage  both  to  the  French  and 
Spanifii  minifters ;  the  latter  of 
whom,  the  chevalier  D’Azara,  a 
ftatefman  of  con fum mate  /kill  and 
wifdom,  had  withdrawn  himfelf  to 
Florence  at  the  time  when  he  dif- 
covered  the  ruinous  policy  that  di- 
redfed  the  operations  of  the  papal 
cabinet,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  wife 
and  conciliatory  meafures  which  he 
had  propofed  as  mediator  between 
the  French  republic  and  the  holy 
fee.  It  was  difficult  among  the  car¬ 
dinals  to  name  a  fucceffbr  to  this 
high  office  who  fhould  prove  agree-, 
able  t,o  the  French  government, 
fince  almoft  the  whole  of  the  fa- 
cred  college  were  confcious  how 
little  claim  they  had  from,  this  con- 
fideration.  The  choice  fell  at 
length  on  cardinal  Dona,  who,  al¬ 
though  united  bv  family  ties  to  the 

o  -  j 

Neapolitan  minifter  at  Rome,  the 
marquis  del  Yaffo,  who  was  the 
foul  of  that  party  which  had  di - 
redted  the  late  meafures,  had  ne¬ 
verthelefs  always  iived  on  terms  of 

j 

intimacy  with  the  miniffers,  both 
of  France  and  Spain.  This  mini¬ 
fter,  though  a  fenfible  and  upright 

man, 
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man,  had  neither  the  experience 
nor  the  energy  which  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times  required  ;  but 
no  power  or  fkill  were  perhaps  fuf- 
ficient  to  repair  fo  difordered  a  ma¬ 
chine  :  the  chief  merit  of  his  fliort 
adminiftration  was,  that  he  did  not 
accelerate  its  diffiolution. 

The  fymptoms  of  this  diffiolu- 
tion  had  long  fince  appeared,  and 
the  peace  of  Tolentino,  far  from 
averting,  had  only  added  to  the 

O 1  J. 

public  penury  and  diicontent.  A 
revolutionary  or  fanatical  fpirit  had 
pervaded  the  eccleflaftical  Rate  in 
all  its  parts.  While  in  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  Ancone,  at  Macenta, 
Yeli,  and  Monte  St.  Elpidio,  fre¬ 
quent  infurre&ions  took  place 
againft  the  French,  which  were 
quelled  only  by  fhedding  torrents  of 
blood,  the  inhabitants  of  the  duchy 
of  Urbino  are  faid  to  have  exprelf- 
ed  a  degree  of  horror  at  the  idea  of 
returning  under  the  papal  yoke; 
and  the  provinces  fituated  nearer  to 
the  capita!,  little  anxious  to  con¬ 
ceal  their  treafon,  expreffic'd  their 
wifhes  of  re-union  to  the  Cifpadane 
republic. 

Although  his  catholic  majefly  had 
conceived  great  indignation  againft 
the  holy  fee  on  account  of  the  con¬ 
tempt  fhown  to  the  mediation  of 
D’Azara,  neverthelefs,  from  mo¬ 
tives  of  attachment  to  the  perfon 
of  the  pope,  and  of  religious  re- 
fpeCt  for  his  facred  authority,  he 
permitted  his  embaffiador  to  return 
again  to  Rome.  The  reigning  par¬ 
ty  at  Madrid  took  advantage  alfo  of 
this  renewal  of  filial  affeClion  in 
the  king  to  rid  themfelves  of  two 
priefts,  the  archbifhops  of  Seville 
and  Seleucia,  whofe  influence  and 
conduct  were  fuppofed  to  have 
been  an  obftacle  to  their  plans. 
Thefe  prelates,  together  with  the 
cardinal  Lorenzano,  archbifhop  of 
Toledo,  formed  the  embaffiy  to 
Rome,  to  compliment  the  pope, 


and  aid  him  with  their  counfels. 
The  archbifliop  of  Toledo,  a  man 
of  exemplary  life  and  manners,  un¬ 
dertook  the  journey  from  apo- 
ftolical  motives  ;  the  two  others, 
D'Efpuig  and  Mufquiz,  the  laft  of 
whom  was  the  queen’s  confeffior, 
annexed  imaginary  ideas  of  great 
importance  to  their  million,  which 
thev  had  fought  from  motives  of 
perfonal  ambition.  A  refidence  of 
a  few  months  convinced  thofe  two 
prelates,  that  their  embafly,  which 
had  occafioned  fo  much  fpeculaticm 
both  in  Italy  and  Spain,  would 
prove  fruitlels  and  unavailing  with 
refpeCl  to  their  defigns.  They  re¬ 
turned  to  Spain,  leaving  behind 
them  the  archbilbop  of  Toledo, 
who,  like  an  affectionate  fon,  fol¬ 
lowed  his  father  to  the  end  of  his 
temporal  career,  confoling  him  by 
his  prefence,  amidft  all  his  dilirefies 
and  troubles. 

The  long  feries  of  mortification 
through  which  the  pope  had  lately 
palled,  affie&ed  his  health  fo  much, 
that  at  this  period  his  life  was  de- 
fpaired  of;  and  though  his  office 
was  become  an  objeCt  of  dangerous 
ambition,  various  cardinals  put 
them  (elves  forward  as  candidates 
for  the  tiara.  His  unexpected  re¬ 
covery  difappointed  their  hopes,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  the  Roman  people, 
who  were  wearied  with  fo  long  and 
extraordinary  a  reign,  and  who 
flattered  themfelves  that  a  change 
would  terminate,  or,  at  leaft,  allay 
their  miferies.  This  di fa fleCtion 
was  principally  manifefted  towards 
his  nephew,  the  duke  of  Brafchi. 
Amongft  the  chief  fubjeCts  of  dif- 
content  againft  Pius  VI.,  was  his 
extravagant  fondnefs  for  his  ne-> 
phews.  The  duke  of  Brafchi  had 
long  been  loaded  with  the  fpoils 
and  execrations  of  the  people,  be¬ 
fore  the  fpirit  of  revolution  had 
prevailed  among  them.  Their  curfes 
were  not  only  deep,  but  now  ut¬ 
tered 
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tered  in  a  tone  To  loud,  that  the 
duke  was  compelled  to  quit  Rome 
with  precipitation.  Infurredlionary 
placards  were  ftuck  up  at  his  pa¬ 
lace  ;  French  airs  were  fung  in 
public  ;  revolutionary  witticifms 
were  heard  in  every  quarter;  and 
the  political  death  of  the  holy  fee 
was  mentioned  as  an  event  which 
would  fpeedily  take  place,  lince,  it 
was  profanely  obferved,  to  i(  be  at 
that  time  in  the  adt  of  receiving 
extreme  undtion.” 

The  reins  of  government  had  of 
late  been  fo  loofely  held,  that  thefe 
marks  of  popular  indignation  had 
been  left  unnoticed,  or  at  leaf!  un- 
reHrained.  Little  comparative  dan¬ 
ger  was  to  have  been  apprehended 
from  thofe  exceffes,  lince  the  means 
of  in  furred!  ion  were  wanting  among 
fo  enervated  a  people;  but  the 
court,  which  had  remained,  as  it 
were,  a  paflive  fpedlator  of  thofe 
diforders,  began  about  the  middle 
of  the  fummer  to  change  its  opera¬ 
tions,  and  became  tyrannical 
through  fear.  The  garrifon  of  St. 
Angelo  was  at  once  changed  and 
augmented;  the  caHle  furnilhed 
with  ammunition  and  provifions,  as 
if  about  to  undergo  a  liege  ;  and 
troops  were  diHributed  in  different 
quarters  of  the  town.  The  detefl- 
able  French  fyftem  of  fufpicion 
became  at  Rome  the  order  of  the 
dav  ;  many  of  the  inhabitants  were 
arrefled  and  imprifoned  as  fufpedf- 
ed;  the  people,  whofe  only  con  rela¬ 
tion  under  the  miferies  which  they 
felt  was  the  liberty  of  murmuring 
againfl  them,  were  indignant  at  be¬ 
ing  deprived  of  this  laid  comfort, 
and  boldly  declared  that  the  laid 
hour  of  the  holy  fee  was  come. 

This  revolutionary  fpirit,  'which 
no  papal  edidls  could  charm,  and 
which  the  chains  and  dungeons  of 
Sr.  Angelo  could  but  little  reprefs, 
was  aided  by  the  pecuniary  embar- 
raffments  of  the  Hate,  The  cedolei 


or  paper-money,  had  already  loll 
half  their  value,  when  the  govern¬ 
ment  was  obliged  to  make  another 
emiffion  of  this  diferedited  curren¬ 
cy.  The  contributions  exadfed  by 
the  French  at  the  treaty  of  Tolen- 
tino  had  ,  exhaufied  every  private 
and  public  coffer;  and  the  riches  of 
the  clergy  now  remained  the  only 
refource.  But  how  form  any  at¬ 
tempts  againlt  that  facred  and  in¬ 
violable  property?  The  profane 
touch  of  Jofeph  II.  had  fo  alarmed 
the  pontiff  in  an  early  part  of  his 
reign,  that  he  had  undertaken  a 
journey  from  Rome  to  Vienna,  to 
reclaim  the  wanderer,  and  alfert  the 
privileges  of  the  church.  Long 
had  the  thunder  of  the  Vatican  roll¬ 
ed  againlt  the  facrilegious  horrors 
of  the  French  legiflature,  and  againlt 
that  fpirit  of  injuHice  which  had 
dared  to  confound  the  treafure  of 
the  church  with  that  of  the  Hate. 
Could  it  then  be  imagined  that  that 
authority  which  had  been  molt 
flrenuoufly  exercifed  in  oppoling 
fuch  daring  innovations,  that  the 
head  of  the  church  itfelf,  that  he 
who  was  fpecially  cho fen  to  be  the 
guardian  of  its  facred  rights,  fliould 
become  himfelf  the  violator?  Such 
were  the  inquiring  murmurs  of  the 
aftonilhed  clergy  when  they  beheld 
the  edidt  which  enjoined  them,  both 
fecular  and  regular,  to  prefen t  a 
detailed  account  of  their  poffeffions, 
and  to  advance,  bv  wav  of  loan,  a 
fixth  part,  of  their  value  to  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  Hate. 

This  facrilegiousinnovation  rail¬ 
ed  a  hofl  of  new  enemies,  and  thefe 
the  mofl  dangerous  againfl  the  holy 
fee.  The  pope,  whenever  he  ap¬ 
peared  in  public,  was  received  with 
marks  of  difapprobation.  Several 
of  the  cardinals  were  alfo  infulted  ; 
but  the  public  rage  continued  to  be 
chiefly  pointed  at  his  nephew,  rn 
whom  was  lavilhed  every  expreflion 
of  indignation  and  contempt.  The 
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fpirit  of  infubordination  gained 
ground;  political  confpiracies  were 
daily  formed,  amongfc  which  that 
of  the  ftudents  at  Rome  appeared 
the  mofl  prominent.  The  arrefts  and 
imprifonments,  which  fometimes 
took  place,  only  ferved  to  aggravate 
the  evil.  The  government  had  fallen 
into  too  much  contempt  to  be 
greatly  the  objeft  of  fear;  and  the 
pope,  without  having  exercifed  any 
a£t  of  feverity,  which  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times  might  have  in 
fome  meafure  juftified,  was  re¬ 
duced  to  the  undeferved  and  dif- 
treffing  Rate  of  fufpicious  tyrants. 

It  was  in  this  diltraded  fituation 
of  affairs,  that  Jofeph  Buonaparte, 
the  brother  of  the  general,  entered 
Rome,  as  embaftador  from  th6 
French  republic.  The  peace  of 
Campo  Formio,  which  had  juft  been 
figned,  left  no  further  hopes  of 
Auftrian  interference  ;  and  the  pope 
yielded  without  hefitation  to  various 
reclamations  made  by  the  French 
minifter;  among  which  were,  the  re- 
duiftion  of  his  troops,  the  releafe  of 
thofe  inhabitants  of  Rome  and  fo¬ 
reigners  who  had  been  imprifoned 
for  their  political  opinions,  the 
clearing  the  eccleliaftical  Rate  from 
French  emigrants,  and  the  difmiflal 
of  the  Auftrian  general,  Provera, 
fent  by  the  court  of  Vienna  for  the 
papal  fervice.  , 

The  prefence  of  Jofeph  Buona¬ 
parte,  wholsreprefented  as  mild  and 
gentle  in  his  manners,  unlike  thofe 
ferocious  emiftaries  of  the  French 
government  who  haye  been  com¬ 
monly  fent  under  the  form  of  com- 
* 

m diaries  and  diplomatic  agents,  to 
ferve,  or  rather  difgrace  the  caufe 
of  the  republic  in  the  eyes  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  excited  new  hopes  of  happier 
davs  and  ferener  times  to  the  chiefs 
of  the  Roman  government. 

*  But  although  a  momentary  calm 
appeared  on  the  French  horizon, 
the  ftorm  was  gathering  in  the  Cis¬ 


alpine  republic.  The  refufal  or 
delay  of  the  holv  fee  to  acknow- 
ledge  its  political  exiftence,  was 
deemed  a  fufficient  motive  to 
threaten  a  declaration  of  war;  and 
the  promife  of  acknowledgement, 
extorted  by  the  menace,  ferved  only 
to  awaken  new  claims,  which 
though  obfolete  and  abfurd  from 
their  antiquity,  being  founded  oil 
tranfadlions  between  pope  Stephen 
and  king  Pepin,  ferved  as  a  pretext 
for  the  claimants  to  feife  on  the  fort 
St.  Leon,  of  which  they  gained  pof- 
feffion  after  a  bloody  refinance  from 
the  militia  and  armed  peafantry  of 
the  vicinage.  The  orators  proceed¬ 
ed  no  further  on  their  march  ;  a 
brief,  in  form,  acknowledging  the 
exiftence,  and  expreffing  a  defire 
to  live  in  good  underftanding 
with  the  new  republic,  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  French  minifter, 
put  a  flop  to  further  hoftilities, 
againft  which  the  pontiff  could 
have  made  no  long  or  effectual  re- 
fiftance,  even  had  he  not  already 
reached  the  end  of  the  papal  ca¬ 
reer. 

There  was  nothing  at  this  epoch 
(28  December),  either  in  the  con¬ 
duit  of  the  people  or  the  govern¬ 
ment,  which  threatened  its  imme¬ 
diate  fubverfion.  Both  had  been 
of  late  fo  much  accuftomed  to  buf¬ 
fering  and  mortifications,  that  thev 
feemed  to  feel  adverfit-v  but  lightly. 
The  government  had  loftened  great¬ 
ly  its  late  feverity;  and  the  people 
had  fallen  from  accents  of  rage  and- 
clamor  into  their  habitual  murmurs. 
The  partifans  of  the  French  revo¬ 
lution  were  numerous;  but  theclafs 
the  moll  refpetftable,  and  moft 
dreaded  by  the  government,  the 
moderate  and  reafoning party,  mani- 
fefted  no  fymptoms  of  extraordinary 
difeontent;  and  the  vigilance  of  the 
police  was  deemed  fufficient  to  re- 
ftrain  the  turbulent  difpofitiofis  of 
the  reft.  But  notwithftanding  this 

apparent 
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apparent  tranquillity,  a  few  fanatics 
had  conceived  the  idea  that  a  revo¬ 
lution  might  eafily  be  effected  ;  and 
three  perfons  addreffed  themlelves 
to  the  French  qmbaflador  (26th  De¬ 
cember),  to  inform  him  of  their 
intentions,  and  inquire  if  theFrench 
government  would  protect  their 
revolution  when  once  effected.  The 
embalfador  rejected  their  overtures, 
and  peremptorily  enjoined  them 
never  to  come  again  into  his  pre¬ 
fence  with  fuch  projedts,  of  which 
he  difplayed  to  them  the  folly  and 
impracticability.  The  following 
day,  however,  a  tumult  took  place 
near  the  quarter  of  the  Villa  de  Me- 
dicis,  in  which  two  of  the  pope’s 
dragoons  were  killed  by  the  infur- 
gents,  afTembled  to  the  number  of  a 
hundred.  Thefe  were  afterwards 
difperfed  ;  many  were  arrefted  ;  and 
as  the  French  cockade,  which  they 
had  affumed,  wore  the  appearance 
of  French  fupport  or  connivance, 
the  embaffador  haftened  the  next 
morning  (28th  December)  to  thefe- 
cretarv  of  hate,  to  give  in  the  lift 
of  thofe  who,  employed  in  his  fer- 
vice  or  placed  under  his  protection, 
had  the  right  of  wearing  it ;  requeft- 
ing  that  every  other  perfon  by 
whom  it  was  worn  might  be  pu- 
nilbed.  Six  of  the  infurgents  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  jurifdidtion' of 
the  palace  of  France;  thefe  the  em- 
baffador  confented  alfo  to  give  up, 
that  no  doubt  might  remain  with 
refpedt  to  his  condudt  or  intentions, 
and  that  their  impunity  might  not 
encourage  others. 

O  *  t  # 

While  this  interlocution  was  tak¬ 
ing  place  between  the  two  minifters, 
the  popular  tumult,  if  fuch  name 
could  be  given  to  the  fmall  number 
who  had  put  themfelves  in  infur- 
fedlion,  became  more  ferious ;  and 
at  the  clofe  of  the  day  the  gates  of 
the  French  palace  were  entered  bv 
twenty  perfons,  one  of  whom,  a 
french  artift,  vehemently  demanded 


the  aid  of  the  French  republic,  a§ 
their  liberty  was  now  allured.  The 
minifter,  ftruck  With  his  infolent 
temerity,  ordered  him,  with  his 
comrades,  to  quit  the  palace,  a  (Tur¬ 
ing  them,  that  unlefs  they  initantly 
obeved  he  would  take  fevere  mea- 

j 

fures  againft  them.  The  military 
officers  who  were  with  the  minifter 
remonftrated  alfo  with  them  on  the 
folly  and  ralh n el's  of  their  conduct. 
Meanwhile  the  tumult  increafed 
without,  and  the  crv  of  the  re- 
public  and  the  Roman  people  was 
echoed  through  the  courts  of  the 
palace,  and  along  the  adjoining 
ftreets. 

The  French  officers  who  were 
with  the  embaffador  propofed  to 
drive  the  infurgents  from  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  palace  by  force;  but 
the  minifter,  judging  that  his  au¬ 
thority  would  be  fufficient  to  deter- 
* 

mine  their  departure,  put  on  the 
infignia  of  his  office,  with  the  in¬ 
tention,  as  he  fpoke  the  Italian  lan¬ 
guage,  of  addrefting  the  multitude. 
His  pacific  intentions  were  prevent¬ 
ed  by  a  difcharge  of  mufketry, 
which  proceeded  from  a  party  of 
cavalry,  who,  in  traverfing  thejurif- 
diffion  of  the  palace,  had  fired  on 
the  infurgents  in  the  court.  The 
embalfador  advanced  between  the 
infurgents  and  the  military  at  a  mo¬ 
ment  when  a  company  of  infantry 
were  about  to  continue  the  fire,  and, 
demanding  by  what  authority  they 
violated  his  jurifdi&ion,  forced 
them  to  a  momentary  retreat.  Re¬ 
turning  to  the  infurgents  in  the 
court  of  the  palace,  who  were  ad¬ 
vancing  as  the  troops  fell  back,  he 
menaced  them  with  the  fabres 
of  the  military  who  accompanied 
him,  if  they  proceeded  further.  A 
feeond  di  (charge  from  the  pope’s 
foldiers,  which  pafied  over  the  heads 
of  the  French,  but  killed  thofe  who 
were  in  the  rear,  led  the  embalfador 
to  divide  his  fmall  force,  which 

confifted 
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coufifted  only  of  a  few  officers;  and 
leaving  fome  to  reft rai h  the  multi¬ 
tude,  he  advanced  with  the  generals 
Duphot  and  Sherlock  to  induce  the 
foldiery  to  withdraw,  promifing 
that  the  infurgents  fliould  be  deli- 
vered  up  and  punillied.  The  fol- 
diers,  regardlefs  of  his  reprefenta- 
tions,  continued  to  hold  thernfelves 
in  a  menacing  poftme,  and  were 
about  to  make  another  difcharge, 
which  the  general  Duphot  rufhed 
forward  to  prevent.  A  feene  of 
confulion  enfued.  The  general, 
from  his  defire  of  avoiding  further 
bloodfhed,  was  drawn  on  amidft  the 
foldiery,  where  he  was  wounded  by 
a  fufileer,  who  difcharged  the  con¬ 
tents  of  his  mufket  into  his  body, 
and  afterwards  treated  him  with 
circumftances  of  favage  cruelty. 
The  embafTador,  and  the  officers 
who  attended  him,  efcgping  the 
danger,  and  feeing  another  company 
enter  the  ftreet  at  the  oppofite  fidb, 
retreated  through  a  bye  ftreet  into 
the  gardens  of  the  palace,  which 
were  (till  encumbered  by  the  infur- 
gents,  many  of  whom  lay  fire  wed 
around  the  court,  and  through  the 
apartments,  killed  or  wounded. 
Two  hours  had  already  palled  in 
thofe  fcenes  of  diforder,  and  the 
embafTador  continued  to  be  beiieged 
in  his  palace, when  the  minifter  of  the 
grand -duke  of  Tufcanv,  traverfing 
the  lines  of  foldiery  frill  in  hofliie 
array,  entered  the  palace,  while  the 
Spanifh  minifter  fent  to  the  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  to  proteft  againft  the 
horrors  which  were  taking  place, 
but  of  which  he  allured  him  (and 
probably  with  truth)  the  pope  was 
altogether  ignorant  :  and,  indeed, 
no  accufation  whatever,  either  by 
the  French  minifter,  or  thofe  of  the 
allies  of  the  republic  then  at  Rome, 
has  been  brought  againft  the  go¬ 
vernment  on  this  occafion.  It  was 
neither  the  policy  nor  intereft  of  the 
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court  of  Rome  to  have  provoked 
to  new  hoftilities;  and  it  appears, 
from  every  concurrent  teftimony, 
that  the  violation  of  the  jurifdi&ion 
of  the  embafTador,  the  murder  of 
general  Duphot,  and  whatever  other 
illegal  or  violent  acts  were  com¬ 
mitted,  were  the  refult  of  negli¬ 
gence  in  the  commander  of  Rome, 
who  had  fent  troops  to  quell  a  riot 
of  which  the  government  was  igno¬ 
rant,  without  placing  at  their  head 
fuch  officers  as  fliould  have  known 
how  to  direCt  the  foldiery  in  the 
execution  of  their  orders,  to  urge 
or  reftrain  their  ardor  againft  the 
fedilious  whom  they  had  to  difperfe. 

But  whatever  were  the  caufes  of 
this  tumult,  the  confequences  were 
filch  as  to  lead  the  embafTador  to 
quit  Rome  and  withdraw  to  Flo¬ 
rence,  which  he  did  not  effect  with¬ 
out  the  warmeft  regrets,  and  the 
moft  pre fling  endeavours  of  the 
pontifical  miniftry  to  induce  him 
to  continue  his  residence.  The  fe- 
cretarv  of  ftate,  cardinal  Doria,  ac¬ 
companied  the  pafTports  which  he 
fent  to  the  embafTador  with  letters 
to  the  papal  minifter  at  Paris;  in 
which  he  enjoined  him,  in  the  name 
of  the  holy  father  and  his  own,  to 
humble  himfeif  before  the  French 
directory,  to  folicit  them  to  afk  for 
the  largeft  indemnifications,  and 
aflame  them  that  tranquillity  would 
be  reftored  to  the  holy  fee  only 
when  due  fatisfa£lion  fliould  have 
been  made.  The  letters  which 
paffed  between  thefecretary  of  ftate 
and  the  French  embafTador,  previ¬ 
ous  to  his  departure,  and  the  folici- 
tations  made  to  M.  d’Azara,  the 
Spanifh  minifter,  for  his  interpofi- 
tion  and  advice,  are  fufficient  indi¬ 
cations  that  this  popular  tumult 
could  not  be  attributed  to  the  parti- 
fans  of  the  papal  government  ;  al¬ 
though  the  French  minifter,  in  the 
refpeCtful  and  affectionate  leave 
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which  he  takes  of  the  cardinal, 
glances  at  thofe  irreconcileable  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  French  republic  who 
ftill  directed  the  inner  cabinet  of 
the  court  of  Rome. 

But  whoever  might  have  been 
the  immediate  and  intimate  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  pope’s  confcience  and 
counfels,  however  abfurd  their 
projected  meafures,  however  dire 
and  immortal  their  hatred  againft 
the  French  republic,  or  thofe  who 
efpoufed  its  caufe,  no  motive  fuf- 
ficiently  plaufibie,  to  arrefl  for  a 
moment  the  attention  of  the  bit- 
tereft  foe  to  papal  power,  has  been 
adduced,  to  give  the  flighted:  co¬ 
lour  of  probability  to  the  conjec¬ 
ture  that  the  government  of  Rome 
had  anv  other  ihare  in  this  cats- 
jftrof)hethaii*the  culpable  negligence, 
as  has  been  already  dated,  of  the 
commander  of  the  military  force  at 
Rome.  The  occafion  was,  never- 
t  h el  el s,  too  favourable  to  be  neglected 
bv  the  French  diredorv,  who  were 
apparently  waiting  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  errors  of  the  papal  ad- 
minidration.  The  Cifalpine  go¬ 
vernment,  which  dill  hovered  a- 
round,  hitherto  redrained  from 
darting  at  its  prey,  would  have 
been  the  fird  to  hurl  the  avenging 
thunder,  had  not  the  vidim  and 
the  facrifice  been  thought  a  prey 
worthy  of  directorial  rapacity  itfelf. 
Of  its  approaching  diffolution  the 
holy  fee  felt  the  infallible  fym- 
ptoms  ;  but,  in  order  to  deprecate 
the  wrath  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  and  ward  off  the  fatal  blow, 
after  vain  felicitations  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  mediation  of  its  hitherto-con- 
dant  friend  in  every  adverfe  {dila¬ 
tion  during  a  long  and  chequered 
reign,  the  Spa  nidi  minider,  nu¬ 
merous  couriers  were  tired  in  fruit- 
lefs  expeditions  to  Florence,  Na¬ 
ples,  and  Vienna ;  heaven  was  af- 
failed  with  prayers,  fadings,  pro- 


cedions,  and  jubilees  ;  Madonna# 
wept  over  their  votaries  ;  the  thea¬ 
tres  were  Ihut  up  ;  new  and  nu¬ 
merous  arreds  of  fufpeded  per-- 
fons  were  ordered  to  be  made;  and 
manifedoes,  recriminating  and  ex- 
culpating,  were  publi died. 

In  contempt  of  thefe  ads  of  go¬ 
vernment,  fatirical  and  menacing 
placards  were  poded  on  the  walls  by 
the  rebellious  party  ;  and  portraits  of 
Buonaparte,  under  the  Blocking  and 
impious  title  of  the  new  Saviour  of 
theWorld,  were  diftributed  amongft 
the  people ;  fo  that  Rome,  for  fomc 
time,  prefented  little  elfe  than  a 
feene  on  which  was  difplayed  the 
paffions  of  parties,  who,  according  - 
to  their  fears  or  hopes,  were  de¬ 
ploring  its  papal  deceafe,  or  re¬ 
joicing  in  its  approaching  republi¬ 
can  refurredion. 

Meanwhile,  the  French  and  Cis¬ 
alpine  armies  were  advancing  to¬ 
wards  Rome,  under  the  command 
of  general  Berthier.  The  march 
was  nothing  more  than  a  military 
proceffion  ;  for  no  refidanee  could 
be  offered  where  no  authority -ex- 
ided  to  coiled  force,  which,  if 
collected,  would  probably  have 
joined  the  invaders.  The  entrance 
of  general  Berthier  into  Rome  was 
preceded  by  a  proclamation,  in 
which  he  declared  that  the  only 
objed  of  his  vifit  was  the  punifh- 
merit  of  the^  murderers  of  Duphot 
and  Bafieville,  and  that  the  people 
of  Rome  fliould  find  in  the  French 
army  protedors  and  friends.  The 
proclamation  was  mifunderftood  by 
neither  party;  and  whild  the  pope, 
and  thofe  more  particularly  at¬ 
tached  to  him,  remained  either  du~ 
pified  or  trembling  in  the  apart¬ 
ments  of  the  Vatican,  the  mob  (in. 
all  probability  prepared  by  French 
agency)  a  fie  mb  led  in  the  Campo 
Vaccino,  under  the  diredion  of 
fuch  as  had  taken  the  lead  amongft 
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the  revolutionary  party,  and  pro¬ 
claimed  the  Roman  republic,  on 
the  1 5th  of  February,  which  was 
followed  by  the  ufual  accompani¬ 
ment  of  Republican  revolution,  the 
planting  of  the  tree  of  liberty. 

The  pope,  however,  made  one 
further  effort  again  ft  annihilation, 
by  fending  to  Berthier,  encamped 
without  the  walls  of  Rome,  his 
cardinal  vicar  Somaglia,  the  car¬ 
dinal  Arrigoni,  prince  Giuftiniani, 
and  the  Neapolitan  minifter  Bel- 
monti  Pignatelli,  to  negotiate  for 
the  continuance  of  his  temporal 
exiftence,  by  the  further  facrifice 
of  provinces  and  of  millions,  which 
were  liberally  offered  at  the  prefent 
crifis.  The  general*,  refusing  to 
admit  any  other  deputation  than 
that  of  the  Roman  people,  diffipated 
the  Iaft  illuflon  of  the  holy  father  ; 
and  this  latter  deputation  having 
prefented  itfelf,  to  make  known  to 
him  the  revolution  which  had  juft 
been  accompiifhed,  as  well  as  the 
provifionary  confular  government 
which  "Tad  been  formed,  invited 
him  to  accompany  them,  in  folemn 
proceffion  to  the  Capitol,  to  fanc- 
tion  the  revolution  by  his  prefence, 
as  reprefentative  of  the  French  re¬ 
public.  The  general,  preceded  by 
military  mufic,  and  attended  by 
his  officers  and  detachments  of 
foot  and  horfe  from  his  army,  tra¬ 
veled  Rome,  amidft  an  iinmenfe 
crowd  of  people,  gazing,  for  the 
moft  part,  with  anxious  curiofity; 
uncertain  whether  the  found  of  li¬ 
berty,  which  had  lately  been  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  people,  would  be 
re-echoed  by  the  conqueror  3  or 
whether  full  further  exactions,  in 
order  to  atone  for  the  faults  of 
their  late  government,  were  to  be 
the  forerunners  of  a  ftill  more  ab¬ 
ject  fubjeftion. 

The  French  general  did  not  fuf- 
fer  them  to  remain  long  in  this  un- 
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certitude  3  having  afeended  to  the 
capitol,  he  proclaimed  the  objetft 
of  his  million,  and  the  fate  of 
Rome,  in  the  following  fpeecb,  in 
the  French  manner. 

“  Manes  of  Cato,  of  Pompey, 
44  and  of  Brutus  ;  of  Cicero,  and  of 
44  Hortenlius  ;  accept  the  homage 
44  of  the  French,  become  free,  in 
44  the  Capitol,  where  you  have  fo 
44  often  defended  the  rights  of  the 
44  people,  and  added  new  glories  to 
44  the  Roman  republic  ! 

44  The  dependents  of  the  G-auF, 
44  with  the  olive  in  their  hand,  now 
ic  repair  to  this  auguft  fpot,  to  re- 
46  eftablilh  the  altars  of  liberty, 
44  erefted  by  the  eider  Brutus. 

44  And  you,  people  of  Rome, 
44  who  have  regained  your  lawful 
44  rights,  call  to  remembrance  the 
44  monuments  of  glorv  that  fur- 
44  round  you  ;  refume  your  ancient 
44  greatnefs,  and  emulate  the  yir- 
44  tues  of  vour  anceftors.” 

j 

But  although  liberty  was  thus  in 
words  proclaimed,  the  provifionai 
government,  which  the  rebels  had 
inftituted,  was  laid  afide  by  the 
French  general,  who  alTumed  the 
fupreme  authority  till  the  arrival 
of  the  French  commiffaries  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  diredtory  to  form 
a  conftitution,  and  a  definitive 
government.  A  kind  of  provi- 
fionarv  government  had  been  in¬ 
ftituted,  compofed  of  perfons  of 
different  ranks  and  difeordant  opi* 
nions  ;  fuch  as  cardinals,  princes, 
lawyers,  merchants,  and  peafants  3 
but  this  heterogeneous  body  was 
but  of  fliort  duration.  Some  or- 
ganifed  fyftem,  however,  was  ne- 
ceffary,  even  under  the  abfolute 
authority  of  a  French  general :  the 
revolutionifts,  therefore,  had  re- 
courfe  to  their  ffrft  plan  ;  and  an 
executive  government  was  formed, 
under  the  denomination  of  a  con- 
fulate,  compofed  of  fix  members, 
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of  which  Rigauti,  a  lawyer  of  emi- 
nence,  and  a  chief  of  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  party,  was  named  prefi- 
dent,  and  Baflal,  a  French  prieft, 
of  equivocal  character,  and  a  ter- 
rorift-member  of  the  national  con¬ 
vention,  was  chofen  Secretary. 

Although  the  arrival  of  the 
French  army,  and  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  French  general  at  the 
Capitol,  had  given  the  mortal 
itroke  to  the  papal  authority,  t;he 
members  of  the  facred  college,  who 
yet  remained  in  Rome,  whilft  they 
beheld,  from  the  windows  of  the 
Vatican,  the  people,  in  long  and 
folemn  proceflion,  bearing  the  tree 
of  liberty,  which  they  were  going 
to  plant  before  the  ftatue  of  Mar¬ 
cus  Aurelius,  attempted  to  avert 
the  evil,  and  to  form  delufive 
plans  for  the  continuation  of  the 
papal  authority.  Some  of  the  car¬ 
dinals,  who  had  gained  knowledge 
from  the,  experience  of  others,  and 
who 'had  well-founded  apprehen- 
iions  of  a  revolutionary  Form,  had 
taken  their  prudent  flight  from 
Rome,  whilft  the  means  of  flight 
Were  Hill  in  their  power  :  fuch  were 
the  ex-fecretary  of  hate,  cardinal 
Bufca,  and  cardinal  Albani,  who 
had  been  the  moft  active  inftru- 
ments  of  the  courts  of  Rome  and 
Vienna,  againft  the  French,  pre* 
vious  to  the  peace  of  Tolentino; 
and  who,  till  the  fall  of  the  papal 
pOvver  had  been  (it  is  laid)  the 
advifers  of  every  violent  and  every 
perfidious  meafure.  With  thele 
fled  others  of  lefs  note;  fuch  as 
the  commander  of  the  company, 
and  the  corporal  who  aftafiinated 
general  Duphot;  and,  at  feme  in¬ 
terval,  the  celebrated  cardinal  Mau¬ 
ry,  who,  for  his  ftrendous  and 
perfevering  oppofitio.n  to  the  con- 
ftfeating  fpirit  of  the  national  af- 
fembly,  had  received  the  reward 


due  to  his  fidelity,  in  his  , elevation 
to  the  dignity  of  the  purple.  He 
had  flickered  himfelf  from  the  tenv 
peft  in  his  diocefe  of  Montcfiaf- 
cone,  and  peeped  forth  when  he 
thought  its  fury  was  abated,  only 
to  take  a  further  flight ;  which, 
with  the  courage  and  addrefs  fo 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  he  eifetfted  in 
open  day,  although  met  on  the 
road  to  Florence  by  the  three 
French  commiflaries,  then  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  Rome,  bv  whom  he  was 
known,  and  by  whom  his  perfon 
was  refpedted. 

The  majority  of  the  facred  col¬ 
lege  remained  at  Rome,  ftupified  or 
afflicted,  according  to  their  various 
fen  Abilities,  at  the  Hidden  ruin 
which  had  overwhelmed  them.  The 
fantaftie  farces  of  authority  which 
they  had  enaded  in  the  Vatican, 
under  the  bayonets  of  atriumphant 
invader,-  and  the  fhouts  of  a  re¬ 
volted  nation,  weye  foon  fucceeded 
by  profound  fighs  of  regret,  at  the 
Hidden  difappearance  of  that  enor¬ 
mous  mafs  of  fplendor  which 
eclipfed  and  dazzled  all  around 
them,  and  by  tragic  declamations 
at  the  fleeting  vanities  of  the  world 
and  the  uncertainty  of  all  human 
enjoyments.  But  fighs  and  decla¬ 
mations  were  only  the  prologues  to 
greater  fufferings.  Thefe  unhappy 
perfonages,  to  whom  the  theory  of 
worldly  evil  was  fcarcely  known, 
were  fated  to  take  its  reality  in  al- 
moft  every  bitter  form  that  the 
harfhnefs  of  revolutionary  power 
could  devife.  The  forbearance 
with  which  tbev  were  at  fir  ft  treated, 
after  the  formal  abdication  of  their 
authority,  was  changed  into  a  nar¬ 
row  fyftem  of  infpecHon,..  which 
was  Ipeedily  followed  by  a<fts 
of  revolutionary  rigour.  The  e- 
ftates  of  thofe  cardinals  who  had 
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confifcated,  and  the  fplendid  and 
Gallic  ornaments  which  enriched 
the  Villa  Albani  became  the  prey 
of  vulgar  {peculation.  Amongft 
thofe  who  fled  after  the  entrance 
of  the  French  were  fome  whole 
conduG  delerved  a  better  fate.  In 
this  number  may  be  placed  the 
cardinal  Caprara,  who,  during  the 
quarrel  with  France,  had  boldly 
manifefted  a  conftant  oppofition  to 
the  hoftile  meafures  of  the  papal 
cabinet;  Antici,  who  had  early 
entered  his  proteft  againft  the  pa¬ 
pal  interference ;  and  Gerdyl,  who 
threw  off  the  purple  w  ith  tne  fame 
indifference  as  he  received  it,  haV- 
ing  preferved,  amid  ft  the  general 
corruption,  the  pure  manners  and 
evangelical  .fimplicity  of  the  pri¬ 
mitive  church.  The  reft,  whole 
prefence  either  offended  the  newly- 
conftituted  authorities,  or  whole 
property  invited  the  national  con- 
fifeation,  were  confined  as  pri¬ 
soners  in  one  of  the  convents 
at  Rome.  A  few,  indeed,  were 
ailowed  to  plead  the  privilege 
of  difeafe,  and  remained  prifon- 
ers  in  their  beds  of,  ficknefs. 
Among  ft  the  incarcerated  cardinals, 
were  Rezzonico  della  Sommaglia, 
the  cardinal  vicar,  and  Carandini, 
the  perfecuting  prefect  of  Buon- 
Governo,  and  Mattei,  the  papal 
negotiator  at  Tolentino,  whole  re¬ 
pentance,  wrought  by  Buonaparte, 
was  repented  of  at  the  view  of  the 
defolation  which  had  befallen  the 
church,  and  whofe  adlive  zeal,  for 
what  he  deemed  the  honour  of  re¬ 
ligion,  had  prompted  him  to  de¬ 
claim,  in  no  meafured  terms,  againft 
the  civic  oath  adminillered  to  the 
Roman  citizens,  which  he  officially 
reprefented  as  an  impious  a£l,  he¬ 
retical  with  refpeift  to  the  church, 
and  difloyal  with  refpedt  to  the 
ftate.  Thefe,  and  forae  others, 
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might  have  become  the  objeGs  of 
national  refentnient,  and,  in  the 
firft  fury  of  a  revolution,  fome  al¬ 
lowance  might  perhaps  be  made  for 
a  momentary  retaliation  of  iii  of¬ 
fices  ;  but  no  excufe  can  be  alleged 
for  that  indiferiminate  vengeance 
which  fell  on  all  alike;  on  thofe 
who  had  been  tolerant,  as  well  as 
thofe  who  had  been  the  mod  ad- 
verfe  to  the  rights  of  the  people. 
The  indulgent  party  was  indeed 
but  little  numerous;  nor  could  it 
be  expected  that  much  regard  for 
equal  rights  lay  concealed  beneath 
the  purple;  but  fome  refpeft  and 
consideration  were  due  to  fuch  men 
as  Doria,  whofe  virtues  were  the 
theme  of  the  French  minifter’s  eu- 
logium  at  the  moment  he  efcaped 
from  Rome ;  the  fagacious  Ar- 
ehetti ;  Roverella,  medeft  and  un- 
afluming;  and  Antonelli  and  Bor¬ 
gia,  diftinguifhed  for  their  love  of 
fcience  and  extenfive  knowledge. 
Thefe  unoffending,  and,  confidering 
thediflicuit  circumftances  in  which 
they  were  placed,  meritorious  per- 
fonages,  were  confounded  with  thofe 
whom  popular  or  revolutionary 
opinion  deemed  guilty;  and  the 
whole  of  the  college  that  remained 
at  Rome,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
were  joined  in  one-  common  pro- 
feription,  which  policy  did  not 
command,  and  which  humanity,  if 
not  juftice,  mu  ft  for  ever  reprobate. 

It  -has  been  aflerted  that  the  ri¬ 
gour  with  which  thefe  venerable 
perfonages  were  treated  was  neither 
in  the  intention  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  nor  of  its  principal  agents. 
It  is  true  that  neither  the  French 
government  nor  its  agents  had  any 
private  animofities  to  fatisfv,  nor 
any  perfonal  injuries  to  avenge ; 
and,  it  is  poffibie,  that,  in  many 
eafie^,  thefe  cardinals  were  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  particular  rather  than  pub- 
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lie  vengeance;  but  this  will  not 
abfolve  the  conquerors  before  the 
tribunal  of  public  opinion,  in  as 
much  as  they  mu  ft  be  accounted,  in 
a  great  meafure,  guilty  of  whatever 
evils  they  did  not  prevent,  ft  nee 
the  abfolute  power  of  preventing 
them  lay  in  their  hands.  But  this 
perfecution  has  been  refolved  into 
other  principles  ftill  lefs  excufable 
than  the  former,  of  which  the  chief 
was  the  temptation  to  cruelty  held 
out  by  avarice  from  the  perfonal 
fortunes  of  thefe  imprifoned  princes 
of  the  church.  They  were  fent 
from  their  prifons  in  Rome  to  Ci- 
vita-Vecchia,  and  menaced  with 
exile  to  fome  inhofpitable  trans¬ 
atlantic  or  hyperborean  fhore. 
This  menace  was  not  mifuuder- 
flood.  Thp  greater  part  found 
means  to  procure  their  liberty  by 
the  facrihce  of  their  wealth ;  though 
there  were  fome  who  felt  too  in¬ 
dignantly  the  perfecution  to  make 
any  compromife.  The  fcandal  of 
th  is  perfecution  undoubtedly  muft 
ultimately  reft  on  the  French  di¬ 
rectory;  a  fcandal  fo  much  the 
greater,  as  public  juftice,  for  fuch 
was  the  pretence,  was  put  afide, 
without  fhame,  hv  the  greedy  {pe¬ 
culations  of  avarice.  Revolutiona¬ 
ry  indignation,  fmarting  under  the 
remembrance  of  former  wounds,  if 
it  condefcends  to  vengeance,  does 
not  ftoop  to  the  bafenefs  of  pecu¬ 
niary  retaliation  :  but  the  hiftory  of 
molt  of  the  late  revolutions  of  Eu¬ 
rope  muft  be  flamed  with  many  a 
page  at  which  the  friend  of  liberty 
will ,  bluSi,  not  more  for  the  unne- 
ceftary  rigour  exercifed  by  its  pre¬ 
tended  friends,  than  that  fordid 
fpirit  of  avarice  which  has  marked 
the  charadter'and  directed  the  con¬ 
duit  of  fome,  whom  accident,  ra¬ 


ther  than  the  choice  of  the  people,, 
has  raifed  to  the  molt  elevated  fta- 
tion. 

The  cardinals,  thus  infulted  and 
plundered, tookadvantage  of  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  their  liberation  to  fly,  under 
the  guife  of  private  citizens,  from 
the  land  where  their  former  glories 
and  their prefent  humiliation  formed 
fo  melancholy  a  contrail.  The' 
Roman  nobility,  in  general,  bore 
with  refignation  the  tranfition  from 
rank  and  title  to  the  ftate  of  pri¬ 
vate  citizens*.  Where  no  defpot- 
ifm  had  been  exercifed,  and  where 
no  confpiracies  were  formed,  there 
was  no  pretence  for  confifcation 
or  plunder.  The  greater  number 
of  this  privileged  clafs  fubmitted, 
without  murmur,  to  every  change, 
content  in  the  continued  pofteffion 
of  their  revenues,  which  were  how¬ 
ever  fometimes  weakened  by  ex¬ 
traordinary  contributions  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  ftate :  a  few, 
more  adtive,  or  more  artful,  took 
part  in  the  revolution,  and  were 
named  to  the  principal  offices  of 
the  government;  fuch  were  the 
prince  Borghefe,  who  became  a 
member  of  the  fenate,  and  prince 
Giuftianini,  who  has  fin.ee  repre- 
fented  the  Roman  republic  at 
Paris. 

Whilft  thefe  changes  were  taking 
place  in  Rome,  the  pope  remained 
confined  to  his  apartments,  in  anxi¬ 
ous  and  trembling  uncertainty  with 
refpedt  to  his  fate.  That  of  his 
nephews  had  been  already  decided. 
The  cardinal  Brafchi,  whofe  fortune 
chieftv  confifted in  the  richbenefices 
conferred  by  the  liberality  of  his 
uncle,  fhared  the  general  proferip- 
tion,  On  the  elevation  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  pope  to  the  pontifical  dignity, 
the  French  embaffador  at  the  court 


*  When. knaves  grow  great,  and  impious  men  bear  fway, 
u  The  place  of  honour  is  a  private  ftation.". 
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of  Rome,  amongft  other  benefits 
refulting  to  the  ecclefiaftical  hate 
from  his  nomination,  enumerated 
the  extinction  of  that  abufe  of  power 
in  the  popes,  known  by  the  name 
of  nepctifm.  The  late  pope, 
Ganganelli,  who  had  perhaps  too 
large  a  portion  of  virtuous  qualities 
for  the  ftation  he  filled,  when  his 
nephews  were  prefented  to  him, 
told  them,  u  that  if  they  would  la¬ 
bour  for  themfelves  he  would  give 
them  his  protection  ;  and  that  if 
they  were  idle,  he  would  fend  them 
back  to  their  parents  and  Pius  the 
the  fixth,  at  hisacceffion,  announced 
Similar  difpofitions,  when  he  re- 
fufed  the  dignity  of  cardinal  to  his 
uncle,  the  refpeCtable  bifhop  of 
Imola,  againft  whofe  nomination 
to  that  dignity  no  other  obftacle 
prefented  itfelf  but  the  delicacy  of 
his  nephew,  the  pontiff.  This  re- 
ferve,  with  refpett  to  his  family,  was 
however  but  of  fliort  duration. 
His  lifter’s  children,  for  he  had  no 
nephews  of  the  male  line,  became 
the  objetfts  of  his  particular  affec¬ 
tion.  The  youngeft,  who  was 
raifed  by  fucceffive  fteps  to  the 
dignity  of  the  purple,  was  firft  em¬ 
ployed,  after  his  academical  educa¬ 
tion  at  Rome,  in  a  dignified  office 
with  the  cardinals  Rohan  and  Ro- 
chefoucault,  at  Paris.  Two  years 
after  (1780)  he  was  created  apofto- 
Iical  prothonotary,  a  place  which, 
though  without  profit,  conferred  a 
title  and  further  dignity.  This  was 
fucceeded  by  the  office  of  major- 
domo  of  the  pope,  a  place  which  in¬ 
fallibly  led  to  that  to  which  he  was 
at  length  promoted  (1786). 

If  the  cardinal  has  been  reproach¬ 
ed  for  the  fordid  ufe  which  he 
fometimes  made  of  his  uncle’s  fa¬ 
vour,  and  the  influence  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  this  reproach  has  fallen  with 
tenfold  juftice  on  his  brother,  the 
duke  of  Brafchi.  His  entrance  into 


public  life,  when  he  came  to  Rome 
from  a  diftant  province,  where  he 
had  lived  in  comparative  obfcurity 
with  his  parents,  was  marked  by 
numerous  features  of  difgufting; 
avarice.  As  he  was  not  intended 
for  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate,  he  mar¬ 
ried  the  daughter  of  madame  Fal- 
conieri,  who,  it  is  pretended  (but 
without  any  proof),  had  been  for¬ 
merly  the  miftrefs  of  his  uncle. 
Th  is1  marriage,  which,  on  the  fide 
of  fortune,  was  flightly  advanta¬ 
geous  to  the  nephew,  was  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  no  fmall  accumulation  of 
wealth  from  the  exceffive  liberality 
of  the  pope,  of  the  catholic'  and 
Roman  princes,  of  cardinals  ;  and 
from  prefents  received  from  indi¬ 
viduals  of  aim  oft  every  rank  in  the 
ftate.  Thefe  marks  of  private 
courtefy  ferved  only  to  awaken  a 
elifpofition  for  more  folid  property, 
and  the  public  indignation  was  ex¬ 
cited  at  the  purchase  made  of  the 
Jefuits’  pofteffions  at  Tivoli,  which 
then  belonged  to  the  apoftolical 
chamber,  and  which,  it  is  faid, 
were  fold  to  the  duke  for  a  fum  lefs 
than  half  of  that  which  had  been 
already  offered,  and  for  which  pay¬ 
ment  was  to  be  made  in  the  middle 
of  the  fucceeding  century.  In  this 
fale  the  public  were  flightly  intereft- 
ed ;  what  belonged  to  the  apofto¬ 
lical  chamber  ferved  but  little  to¬ 
wards  the  alleviation  of  the  bur¬ 
dens  of  ftate;  but  the  monopo¬ 
ly  which  the  duke  of  Brafchi 
made  of  oil  and  corn  throughout  the 
ecclefiaftical  territory,  in  contempt 
of  the  laws  which  had  been  enabled 
againft  fuch  public  fpoliations, 
made  him  an  objedl  of  abhorrence 
to  the  people. 

The  procefs  of  the  niece  of 
Amanzio-Lepri  againft  the  pope, 
for  h  is  illegal  acquifition  and  de¬ 
tention  of  the  fortunes  of  her  fa¬ 
mily,  will  ever  remain  a  dark  fpot 

T  3  on 


294 


BRITISH  AND 


on  the  character  of  the  holy  father, 
though  he  endeavoured  to  wafh  it 
out  by  many  a  bitter  repentant  tear. 

In  addition  to  the  Jefuits*  eftates 
at  Tivoli,  the  duke  of  Brafchi  had 
purchafed  other  poflefiions  in  its 
neighbourhood,  from  which  he 
£ook  the  title  of  Nerpi. 

The  draining  of  the  Pontine 
marlhes  had  been  a  new  fource  qf 
territorial  wealth,  and  the  riches  of 
the  nephew  increafed  in  nearly  the 
fame  proportion  as  the  rniferies  of 
the  people.  The  revolution,  what¬ 
ever  redrefs  it  might  give  to  the 
latter,  made  a  fudden  and  unrelent¬ 
ing  facrifice  of  the  former.  In  a 
few  days  the  duke  of  Brafchi  faw 
his  honours  reduced  to  the  vain 
and  empty  decorations  of  his  per- 
fon,  and  his  wealth  to  the  contents 
qf  his  purfe,  or  port-folio.  His 
eftates  were  cpnfifcated  without 
remorfe  to  the  benefit  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  his  magnificent  and  fum- 
ptuous  furniture,  bis  pictures,  en¬ 
gravings,  antiques,  and  his  mu- 
leum,  underwent  the  humiliation  of 
a  public  auftipn. 

The  public  indignation,  which 
was  accumulated  on  the  duke, 
ftruck  but  with  a  gentle  hand  the 
other  branches  of  his  houfehold. 
His  wife,  the  duchefs  of  Nemi, 
produced  her  claims  to  the  French 
commiffaries,  and  obtained  the 
half  of  the  fum  file  demanded  as 
her  dowry,  and  alfo  a  third  of  the 
moveables  for  her  daughter,  with 
which  fhe  obtained  the  value  of  an 
equal  fum  for  herfelf,  She  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  retain  pofieffipn  of  all 
her  numerous  and  coftly  jewels, 
and  from  among  the  duke’s  twenty 
carriages  was  allowed  to  choofe  two 
of  the  niofi:  elegant.  With  the 
money  file  purchased  national  lands, 
and  was  enabled  to  retain  her  beau¬ 
tiful  feat  at  Tivoli,  where  file  con¬ 
firmed  to  refide  in  peace. 


The  dethroned  pontiff,  fallen  thus 
from  his  high  fiate,  became  an  ob* 
je<5t  of  intereft  and  commiferation 
even  to  his  enemies.  Fancy  can 
fcarceiy  forbear  painting  him  {talk¬ 
ing  through  the  iplendid  apart¬ 
ments  of  the  Vatican,  lately  filled 
with  a  profirate  multitude,  amidft 
whom  he  marched  erecl  with  proud 
and  portly  fiep,  robed  in  his.  infi- 
gnia  of  divinity,  confcious  ftill  of 
his  power  in  the  invifible  worlds, 
though  his  glory  had  been  ftiorn 
of  its  beams;  amidft  thefe  apart* 
ments,  now  deferted  and  filent,  his 
mind  perhaps  meditated  with  afto- 
nifiied  reflexion  on  the  chequer* 
ed  tifiue  of  a  long  and  event¬ 
ful  reion*  and  in  thofe  firft  mo- 

O  ' 

ments  of  adverfe  fortune, when 
vanity  drops  her  fhield,  fearched, 
perhaps  without  indulgence,  into 
the  recedes  of  his/  heart,  which  in 
thefe  trying  moments  could  not  but 
unveil  itfelf  before  him.  Yet  united 
in  hiftory,  as  his  name  will  poffibly 
be  with  the  extirxftion  of  the  papal 
power  (for  even  late  events  do  not 
affine  us  of  its  re-eftablifiiment),  and 
admitted  as  it  muft  be  that  the  er¬ 
rors  of  his  reign,  and  the  inconfift* 
encies  of  his  conduft,  haftened  that 
period,  it  muft  neverthelefs  be  al¬ 
lowed,  that  had  he  pofiefied  the 
concentrated  wifdom  and  firmnefs 
of  the  mod  enlightened  of  his  pre* 
deceffors,  the  papal  authority  could 
not  have  been  of  long  duration. 
Before  his  acceffion  to  the  ponti* 
fical  dignity,  the  axe  had  been  laid 
to  its  root ;  and  if  wonder  be  excited 
at  its  overthrow,  a  flight  reflexion 
will  convince  us  that  this  aftonifh- 
ment  is  mifplaced,  and  that  we 
ought  rather  to  be  furprifed  at  the 
length  of  its  continuance  than  the 
readinefs  of  its  fall. 

The  primary  caufe  is  undoubted¬ 
ly  the  progrefs  of  knowledge,  the 
fteady  foe  both  of  religious  and 
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civil  defpotifm,  and  which,  unlike 
that  revolutionary fanaticifin  which 
borrows  its  name,  and  deals  alike 
its  fury  on  truth  and  error,  makes 
even  its  enemies  the  inftrnments  of 
good.  in  the  lift  of  fecondary 
caufes,  the  abolition  of  the  order 
of  the  Jeluits  holds  a  diftinguifhed 
place.  This  order  was  the  nobility 
of  the  papal  monarchy,  the  pretorian 
guard  of  its  fpiritual  defpotifm ;  and 
when  Ganganelli  figned  the  fen- 
tence  of  death  to  this  formidable 
power,  folicited  and  provoked  by 
the  catholic  fovereigns  of  Europe, 
and  with  it  that  of  his  own,  for  he 
foon  afterwards  fell  the  vidtim  of 
their  vengeance,  his  penetrating 
fpirit  no  doubt  djfcovered  that  the 
temporal  authority  of  the  church 
could  not  iong  furvive  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  its  mod  zealous  and  fyftema- 
tic  fupporters. 

The  elevation  of  the  prefentpope 
was  the  reftilt  of  circumftances  ra¬ 
ther  than  of  any  deliberate  plan,  as 
has  been  represented,  of  reftoring 
under  his  adminiftration  the  dif- 
cipline  of  the  church,  which  had 
been  too  much  relaxed  under  that 
of  Ganganelli.  His  character  and 
influence  were  too  inconfiderable 
to  mark  him  out  as  the  reftorer  of 
its  fading  dignities,  and  his  nomi¬ 
nation,  which  at  the  opening  of  the 
conclave  (14th  of  February,  1 775) 
had  been  thought  of  by  none,  be¬ 
came,  after  a  conteft  of  four  months, 
a  compromife  between  the  cardi- 
dals  who  protected  the  fupprefled 
order  of  the  Jefuits,  and  thofe  who 
adted  under  the  guidance  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  fovereigns.  The  opening  of 
the  reign  of  Pius  the  Sixth  was 
marked  by  various  a£ts  of  public 
juftice  and  private  benevolence; 
and  the  diflatisfadiion  which  his 
nomination  had  given  to  the  ca¬ 
pricious  people  of  Rome,  who  ap¬ 
plied  tp  him  the  famous  difticlj 
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compofed  under  the  pontificate  of 
Alexander  the  Sixth, 

Semper  tub  Sextis  perdita  Roma  fuit, 

which,  though  accomplifhed  more 
fatally  in  his  perfon  than  in  moft  of 
his  predeceflors,  for  whom  it  was 
defignated,  Teemed  from  the  wif- 
dom  of  his  early  adminiftration  to 
contain  nothing  of  the  fpir  itof  pro¬ 
phecy.  He  had  neverthelefs  a  part 
to  aeft  more  difficult  than  was  corn- 
men  furate  with  his  abilities  ;  and  al¬ 
ternately  influenced  by  the  parties 
which  divided  the  court  of  Rome 
with  refpedt  to  the  Jefuits,  he  often 
incurred  the  difpleafure  of  both  by 
his  vacillations  in  their  favour,  and 
had  the  mortification  of  being 
charged  with  dlflimulation  and  in¬ 
gratitude,  when  his  conduct  wasthe 
refult  only  of  irrefolution  and  weak- 
uefs.  Attached  by  principle  to 
that  proscribed  order,  it  was  with 
reludiance  that  he  was  compelled 
to  enforce  the  rigorous  edi&senadt- 
ed  againft  them  ;  and  his  good  offices 
were  not  withheld,  when  its  mem¬ 
bers,  flying  from  the  bofom  of  the 
church,  found  protedtion  and  fa¬ 
vour  with  the  heretical  and  fchifma- 
tic  powers  of  the  north,  Frederic 
the  Great,  and  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia.  The  conteft  in  which  Pius 
the  Sixth  engaged  with  both  thefe 
powers  on  the  reprefentations  of  the 
courts  of  France  and  Spain,  re- 
fpedting  the  iettlement  given  to  the 
Jefuits,  and  particularly  with  Ca¬ 
tharine  refpediing  the  archbifhop- 
rick  of  Mohilovv,  where  a  college  of 
the  order  was  eftabliflied,  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  more  interefting  and  im¬ 
portant  difeuffion  with  his  impe¬ 
rial  majefty  Jofeph  the  Second. 
This  emperor  fignalifed  his  ac- 
ceflion  to  the  throne  bv  various  re- 

j 

forms  in  the  church,  and  difplayed 
a  fpirit  of  innovation  fo  hoftile  to 
its  privileges,  that,  if  it  efcaped  the 
charge  of  herefy,  it  was.  too  alarm- 
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ing  a  fymptom  of  radical  error  not 
to  excite  the  moft  alarming  appre¬ 
hensions,  of  the  holy  fee.  Hence 
the  celebrated  and  fruitlefs  journey 
of  tne  pope  to  Vienna,  and  the  vain 
and  laborious  efforts  to  corredt 
that  difpofition  to  fpiritual  mutiny, 
which  not  only  affedied  the  emperor, 
but,  at  that  and  fucceeding  periods, 
the  Sovereign  princes  of  Italy.  The 
mifunderftanding  which  took  place 
with  the  duke  of  Tufcany  refpedf- 
jng  the  fchifmatical  innovations  of 
the  biiliop  of  Piftoja  was  chaiiged, 
by  a  fucceffion  of  ill  offices,  into  a 
violent  quarrel,  in  which  the  grand- 
duke  undertook  to  annihilate  the 
fpiritual  power  of  the  pope  in  his 
dominions,  and  counteract  the  fu- 
premacy  in  the  hierarchy  of  the 
itate.  Still  moi'e  ferious  were  the 
ffifcuffions  of  the  holy  fee  with  the 
court  of  Naples,  when  the  reftric- 
lions  put  on  the  annual  offering  of 
the  white  palfrey,  considered  by  the 
donor  only  as  a  devotional  ho¬ 
mage  to  the  apoftles  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul,  and  by  the  holy  father  as 
a  feudal  tribute  of  a  vaffal  for  his 
crown  to  the  holy  fee,  was  followed 
by  a  crowd  of  other  innovations, 
f  11  ch  as  the  conversion  of  the  re¬ 
venues  of  fuppreffed  monafteries 
into  objedls  of  public  utility,  the 
nomination  to  ecclcfiaftical  digni¬ 
ties  without  the  papal  intervention, 
the  entire  abolition  of  the  offer¬ 
ing  of  the  white  horfe,  and  other 
objects  of  civil  and  religious  re¬ 
form  which  reafpn  might  approve, 
whatever  were  the  motives  of  the 
fchifm,  but  which  were  regarded 
at,  Rome  as  ads  of  heretical  rebel¬ 
lion.  again  ft  the  vifible  head  of  the 
church.  The  antifilial  and  uncom¬ 
plying  fpiritof  the  Venetian  arifto- 
cracy  had,  for  a  feries  of  years,  ex-, 
cited  the  alternate  indulgence  and 
fefentment  of  the  holy  fee.  The 
immediate  predeceffors  of  the  pope, 


the  wife  Beriedidl,  and  the  tolerant 
Ganganelli,  could  neither  engage  its 
affedfion  nor  conciliate  its  efteem. 
Imbued  as  it  were  habitually  with  a 
confiderable  portion  of  that  fchif¬ 
matical  fpirit  which  infected  moft 
of  the  other  catholic  powers  of 
Europe,  the  fenate  in  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  reign  of  Pius  the  Sixth, 
fecularifed  a  number  of  abbeys,  and 
other  religious  eftablifhrnents,  and 
incorporated  them  with  thpfe.be* 
longing  to  the  nobility.  The  pope 
menaced  them  with  his  apoftolical 
anger,  fo  far  even  as  to  talk  feri- 
oufly  of  forcing  them,  by  the  ufe  of 
temporal  arms,  into  obedience.— 
Though  the  quarrel  was  appeafed 
by  the  intervention  of  part  of  the 
facred  college,  the  Venetian  fenate 
continued  to  fupprefs  and  reform 
conventual  houfes  in  favour  ofhoft 
pitals  and  other  eftablifhrnents  of 
public  charity,  notwithftanding  the 
murmurs  of  the  holy  father ;  and 
the  difpute  which  was  renewed  be¬ 
tween  the  Bark  of  St.  Peter  and  the 
Bucentaur  might  have  continued 
indefinitely  if  the  revolutionary 
tempeft  had  not  driven  them  to 
perifli  together  on  the  fame  rock. 

Amidft  this  alrnoft  general  de- 
fediion  of  reverence  and  filial  duty 
towards  the  church,  which  it  was 
the  fate  of  Pius  the  Sixth  to  wit- 
nefs,  he  had  yet  to  confole  himfelf, 
that  though  moft  had  been  pervert* 
ed  by  herefy,  yet  forne  remained 
untainted,  or  at  leaft  but  flightly 
infedled  by  its  contagion,  and  were, 
ftill  docile  to  the  voice  of  the 
church.  The  perfeverance  of  the 
court  of  Spain,  in  common  with 
others  againft  the  Jefuits,  and  its 
obftinacy  in  claiming  the  canonifa- 
tion  of  Palafox,  to  which  the  Jefuifti- 
cal  party  had  oppofed  the  farce  of, 
the  beatification  of  the  French  beg¬ 
gar  Labre  at  Rome,  and  the  free 
maxims  of  its  eccleftaftical  govern- 
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went,  had  been  fources  of  difquie- 
tude  to  Pius;  but  the  habitual  and 
Reverential  refpedt  with  which  he 
had  been  treated  bv  this  power  had 
Coftened  his  difpleafure  at  thefe  con¬ 
trarieties,  and  conciliated  his  affec¬ 
tion  and  efteem.  The  duke  of 
Parma,  unlike  his  brother  fove- 
reigns  of  Italy,  had  fliown  a  devo- 
tednefs  without  bounds  to  the  holy 
fee;  and  whilft  his  neighbour,  the 
duke  of  Modena,  fuppreffed  the  in- 
quifition  in  his  (late,  and,  in  defence 
of  certain  territorial  rights,  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  arm  a gain ft  the  pope,  the 
duke  of. Parma  re-eftabiiflied  the 
holy  office  which  his  predeceffor 
had  aboliftied,  and  engaged  to  fup- 
port  its  decifions  with  the  terror  of 
the  fecular  arm,  as  the  moft  effec¬ 
tive  mode,  according  to  the  edidt 
lie  publifhed  on  the  occafion,  to 
preferve  his  fubjedls  from  the  poi- 
fon  of  herefy  and  infidelity.  With 
zeal  for  the  unity  of  {he  faith,  but 
not  with  the  entire  devotednefs  of 
the  Infant  of  Parma,  the  queen  of 
Portugal,  on  the  death  of  Jofeph 
the  Firft,  avenged  the  holy  fee  for  the 
daring  innovations  of. the  marquis 
de  Pombal,  by  reftoring  the  patri¬ 
archate  of  Lifbon  to  all  its  former 
fplendor  and  profits,  by  re -eftabli fil¬ 
ing  the  religious  houfes  which  he 
Jiad  fuppreffed,  and  comforting 
thofe  whofe  adherence  to  the  church 
had  been  the  caufe  of  minifterial 
perfecution.  Thus,  amidft  the 
ftorms  which  gathered  from  almoft 
every  quarter  around  the  holy  fee, 
whifft  fchifms  withrefpedf  to  eccle- 
flaftical  authority  were  increasing, 
and  innovations,  if  not  in  matters 
of  faith,  in  matters  at  lead  equally 
important  to  it,  fuch  as  refraining 
the  flow  of  devout  offerings  into 
the  apoftolical  coffers,  were  mul¬ 
tiplying  with  moft  alarming  ra¬ 
pidity,  Pius  could  turn  afide  from 
this  turbulent  ocean  towards  a 
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halcyon  fliore,  and  contemplate  the 
horizon  of  Portugal  decorated  with 
the  full  glow  of  refpedt  ful  benefi¬ 
cence  towards  him  :  whilft  the 
fading  attachment  and  calculating 
parfimony  of  the  other  catholic 
powers  of  Europe  with  refpedt  to 
the  court  of  Rome  were  evinced 
not  only  in  the  incroachments 
made  in  its  ecclefiaftical  authority, 
blit  alfo  in  the  reftraint  which  they 
put  on  the  benevolence  of  their 
refpedtive  fubjedts,  her  majefty, 
“  faithful  found  among  the  faith- 
lefs,”  re-eftablifhed  the  inquifition, 
and,  with  pious  precipitation,  re- 
pleniflied  the  facred  cheft  of  the 
Roman  exchequer  ;  fovereign  and 
fubjedts  vying  with  each  other  in 
adts  of  religious  devotednefs,  and 
happy  in  bartering  the  peri fhable 
objects  of  earthly  prefents,  againft 
treafures  unfading  and  incorrupti¬ 
ble.  This  interchange  of  affediion- 
ate  offices  met  now  and  then  a 
temporary  interruption.  The  royal 
affent  was  declared  neceffary  for 
permiffion  to  take  vows  of  monaf- 
tic  life.  The  regulation  of  1799, 
compelling  the  nobility  and  clergy 
to  fupport  equally  with  the  people 
the  burdens  of  the  ftate,  was  con- 
fecrated  by  a  brief,  though  hoftile 
to  the  privileges  of  the  church  ;  and 
the  interpofition  of  the  holy  fee 
was  difregarded,  when  the  queen 
tore  from  the  archbifhop  of  Braga 
his  feignorial  rights,  and  ftript  the 
clergy  of  their  temporal  jurifdic- 
tions.  Thefe  fymptoms  of  dif- 
affedtion  were  the  effedts  of  other 
fymptoms  more  alarming,  which 
the  prince  of  Brafil  at  that  time  dif-r 
covered,  and  which  the  reading  of 
foreign  books  and  journals  had  led 
him  to  cherifh.  Under  his  pro¬ 
tection,  learning,  for  the  firft  time, 
half  unveiled  her  face  in  the  feat 
of  education  at  Coimbra,  and  fana- 
ticifm  flirunk  with  horror  at  the 
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daring  themes  which  were  made 
the  fubje&s  of  public  difcuffion  ; 
among#  which  were  the  lavvfulnefs 
of  toleration  with  refpeff  to  reli¬ 
gions  opinions,  that  of  empower¬ 
ing  bifhops  to  grant  difpenfations 
without  the  intervention  of  the 
court  of  Rome,  and  of  reluming 
the  donations  made  to  the  church, 
and  making  them  fubfervient  to 
the  neceffities  of  the  Rate.  The 
holy  fee  was  alarmed  at  the  inva- 
fion  of  this  hitherto  tractable  fe mi¬ 
liary  by  heretical  doubts  and  hypo¬ 
theses,  fuch  as  thefe,  but  the  tri¬ 
umph  was  fhort ;  the  death  of  the 
innovator,  or  patron  of  the  innova¬ 
tors,  gave  a  further  refpite  to 
the  privileges  of  the  church,  and 
the  French  revolution,  which  took 
place  at  that  period,  refcued  the 
pope  from  the  difmembering  gripe 
of  his  perverted  and  di£iffe£ted 
children.  The  portentous  princi¬ 
ples  which  this  revolution  had 
etiablifhed,  and  which  menaced  the 
iteftru&ion,  not  only  of  ali  eecleii- 
aftical,  but  of  a  1  moil  every  civil 
eftablifhment,  had  indeed  chafed 
away,  at  this  unfit  moment,  all  the 
trivial  bickerings  and  controverfies, 
among#  tlie  other  catholic  powers, 
refpeffing  the  exact  landmarks  of 
ecclefiaftical  jurildiCtion,  and  the 
boundaries  of  civil  and  fpiritual 
privilege.  Under  the  preifure  of 
common  danger  and  common  cala-. 

o 

mitv.thele  mutinous  faff  ions  again  ft 
papal  authority  were  hnfhed  into 
filence,  The  thunder  of  the  church, 
fo  long  the  ohjeff  of  contempt  and 
ridicule,  a  d  which  had  been  laid 
by  in  the  lumber  of  the  Vatican  as 
an  ufelefs  and  worn  out  weapon,  was 
now  invoked  by  thefe  trembling 
princes  who  had  been  the  foremoft 
in  encouraging  the  fneer  again#  it. 

00  o 

That  falfe,  deftrinftive,  and  infa 
irious  philofophy,  with  which  they 
had  amijfed  themfclves  in  teifmg 


the  holy  father,  had  now  ftarted  upt 
a  formidable  and  gigantic  fpeftre, 
in  judgment  again#  themfelves. 
The  fuccellive  events  of  the  revo¬ 
lution  have  lliown  with  what  fuc- 
cefs  the  fpiritual  Jupiter  wielded  his 
burlefque  artillery.  Happy  for  him 
had  he  looked  with  more  indiffer¬ 
ence  on  the  civil  ftrnggle,  or  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  darting  forth  his 
ecclefiaftical  fulminations.  But  fuch 
was  not  the  conduct  of  Pius  VI. 
His  life  had  been  a  continued  ftrug- 
gle  again#  the  philofophieal  rebel¬ 
lion  of  princes;  and  he  has  lived 
to  witnefs  their  punifhment  and  re¬ 
pentance.  He  oppofed  them  with 
perfeverance  whilft  they  were  apo~ 
ftates,  and  perifhed  at  length  in 
fighting  for  their  caufe. 

But  although  the  fall  of  the  papal, 
power  would  probably  have  been 
effected  without  the  intervention 
of  the  French  revolution,  from  the 
natural  progrefs  of  knowledge,  it  is 
not  unworthy  of  observation,  that 
whil#  thole  powers,  which  hitherto 
had  been  the  avowed  lUpporters  of 
papal  pretenfions  again#  trie  fpread 
of  herefy  and  fchifm,  had  become 
rebellious  again#  papal  rights,  con- 
fecrated  by  facied  prefeription, 
and,  in  forne  cafes,  menaced  even 
the  perfonal  authority  of  the  pon¬ 
tiff,  the  fchifmatic  princes  of  the 

.North  affedled  to  treat  the  holv  fee 
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with  unequivocal  marks  of  defe¬ 
rence  and  diftinftion,  Frederic 
'  the  Great,  and  Catharine,  regard¬ 
ing  the  pope  lefs  as  a  fallen  and 
vanquifbed  enemy  than  as  a  re- 
fpeftable  relic  of  a  worn-out  fu- 
perftition,  fometimes  amufed  them- 
felyes  by  the  Angularity  of  affec¬ 
tionate  correfpondence  and  the 
interchange  of  benevolent  offices 
with  the  holv  father.  The  king  of 
Poland  had  bowed  with  refignation, 
when  the  code  of  the  enlightened 
ifampiiki,  retraining  the  jufifdic- 
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tion  of  the  papal  fee,  and  abridg¬ 
ing  the  privileges  of  the  clergy  and' 
the  monadic  orders,  had  met  the 
indignation  of  the  pontiff,  and, 
through  the  ecclefiadical  influence, 
the  refufal  of  the  diet.  Guftavus 
HI.  had  publifhed  an  edid,  giving 
full  toleration  to  the  catholics  of 
Sweden,  and  had  paid  his  refpeds 
to  the  holy  father  in  the  feat  of  fpi- 
ritual  empire ;  and  the  ffern  inde¬ 
pendents  of  the  other  hemifphere, 
every  way  remote  from  the  mo¬ 
dern  Babylon,  had  folicited  and 

y  7 

obtained,  through  the  organ  of  cbn- 
grefs,  a  confecrated  primate  for  the 
.catholic  part  of  their  community. 

Nor  is  it  lefs  remarkable,  that 
whild  the  papal  throne  was  befieged 
by  the  catholic,  and  abetted  and 
comforted  by  theproteftant  powers, 
the  Gallican  church,  the  , elded 
daughter  of  the  civil  edabliflunents 
of  the  Chriftian  faith,  fliould  have 
been,  through  a  long  pontificate, the 
mod  affedionate  in  its  attachment 
to  the  holv  fee.  No  affair  of  ini- 

y 

porta  nee  fince  that  of  the  fuppref- 
flon  of  the  Jefuits  had  occurred  to 
awaken  any  caufe  of  difpute,  and 
though  the  pope  might  have  conti¬ 
nued  to  reded  with  difpleafure  on 
the  inflexible  perfeverance  of  the 
cabinet  of  Verfailles,  under  the  ad- 
minidration  ofChoifeul,  who  took 
the  lead  in  the  dedrudion  of  that 
order,  the  forbearance  of  the  French 
court,  in  not  forming  a  common 
caufe  in  the  reclamation  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  powers,  was  conddered  by 
the  papal  cabinet  as  a  mark  of 
friend fh ip  and  attachment.  The 
court  of  Verfailles  had,  indeed,  left 
the  adminiftration  of  its  ecclefiaf- 
tical  affairs  to  its  embaflador,  the 
cardinal  Bernis,  who,  uniting  with 
the  charader  of  the  accompiidied 
courtier  as  much  of  the  fpirit  of 
the  priedhood  as  was  necetfary  to 
fuppopt  the  intered  and  dignity  of 
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his  order,  fmoothed  the  little  afpe- 
rities  that  fometimes  arofe  in  the 
way  of  his  negotiations  by  the  a- 
fcendency  which  he  had  acquired 
over  both  parties. 

The  fpirit  of  inquiry,  which 
had  hitherto  been  direded  againft 
the  arrogant  ufurpations  of  the 
court  of  Rome,  and  which  had 
dript  off  the  veil  of  hypocrify  and 
fuperdition,  under  which  it  had  been 
fo  long  concealed,  now  turned  its 
penetrating  eye  from  the  fall  of  re¬ 
ligious  tyranny  to  other  profpeds, 
where  the  interference  of  civil 
delpotifm  in  favour  of  liberty  pro- 
mifed  it  new  and  abundant  har- 
veds.  The  druggie  which  the 
Americans  were  then  making  for 
their  independence  had  excited  the 
attention  of  the  adive  and  inquifi- 
tive  part  of  France,  the  ambition 
of  the  court  coincided  with  their 
views,  the  force  of  the  nation  was 
employed  to  realife  their  bolded: 
fpeculations,  and  homilies  againfl 
the  court  of  Rome  were  now- 
thrown  by,  as  worn-out  fubjeds. 
The  affair  of  the  cardinal  of  Rohan 
was  the  fird  interruption  of  this 
date  of  tranquillity  ;  the  pope  be¬ 
held  his  arred  bv  the  civil  power 
as  a  facrilegious  attack  on  the  ex- 
idence  even  of  the  church  ;  whilfl 
the  parliament  of  Paris,  fupported 
by  the  court,  affeded  equal  ado- 
nrfh-ment  that  a  foreign  power 
fhould  prefume  to  interfere  in  its 
temporal  concerns.  In  vain  did 
the  pope  ilfue  a  brief  to  command 
the  appearance  of  the  culprit  be¬ 
fore  a  competent  tribunal,  and  me¬ 
nace  him  with  the  mod  dread  ef- 
feds  of  ecclefiadical  cenfure,  for 
having  committed  the  dignity  of 
the  purple  in  appealing,  as  the  car¬ 
dinal  had  done,  to  a  temporal  court 
of  judice  :  the  parliament,  as  guard¬ 
ian  of  the  liberties  of  the  Galli¬ 
can  church,  perdded  in  its  refufal. 
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and  the  brief  was  thrown  by  un¬ 
noticed.  The  acquittal  of  the  car¬ 
dinal  prevented  any  further  difcuf- 
don  between  the  courts  of  Ver- 
failles  and  Rome  ;  but  enough  had 
been  done  to  awaken  new  ideas, 
and  give  form  and  fubdance  to  the 
principles  which  had  been  already 
widely  propagated.  The  fcandalous 
adventure  of  the  necklace,  equally 
degrading,  perhaps,  to  royal  and 
ecclefiadical  dignity,  was  dudiouf- 
ly  cheridied  as  the  fubjeCf  of  fedi- 
tious  animadverfion,  and  produced, 
more  than  multiplied  a£b  of  de- 
fporifm,that  general  difaffedtion  and 
contempt  which  are  the  fure  fore¬ 
runners  of  the  fall  of  powers  wftofe 
force  is  built  folely  on  opinion. 

The  attachment  which  the  French 
government  difplayed  towards  tie 
court  of  Rome  was  Iefs  the  refu't 
of  pious  affection  than  of  perfonal 
interefh  Theabufes  of  the  church 
were  received  as  unaifputed  axioms 
among  all  ranks,  and  no  country  in 
Europe  contained  a  community 
more  enlightened  in  this  point  than 
France  had  been  for  half  a  century 
pad.  Amidll  the  higher  clades, 
even  thofe  who  immediately  form¬ 
ed  the  government,  the  fame  con¬ 
viction  had  been  admitted  ;  but 
they  had  prudently  confidered  that 
the  abufe  was  a  better  prefervation 
of  their  authority  than  the  correc¬ 
tion  might  prove,  and  therefore, 
during  the  reign  of  the  predecefior 
of  Louis  XVI.  had  refitted  every 
kind  of  innovation  which  might 
weaken  the  long-eftablUhed  coali¬ 
tion  of  the  throne  and  the  altar. 
The  fame  principles  prevailed  un¬ 
der  the  lad  monarch,  who,  from 
ieritiruents  of  piety,  difplaved  that 
affedtion  towards  the  clerpv  which 
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his  predebeiTor  had  fhown  from 
more  interefled  motives  ;  and  the 
clergy  formed,  as  it  were,  a  body¬ 
guard  around  his  perfon,  and  gave 


their  fupport  to  the  throne  in  return 
for  the  protection  which  it  granted 
to  their  privileges.  Strong  in  this 
union,  many  of  the  high  clergy, 
among#  whom  a  portion  of  the  lpi- 
rit  of  infidelity  had  infinuated  itfelf, 
began  to  look  on  a  flight  reform  of 
abufes  as  an  objeCt  which  might 
contribute  rather  to  {Lengthen  than 
diminidi  their  own  power;  fince 
the  reform  which  they  meditated 
was  not  that  of  their  own  abufes, 
but  thofe  of  the  holy  fee.  Whiift 
they  acknowledged  the  centre  of 
unity,  they  were  anxious  to  acquire 
a  greater  fhare  of  independence* 
and  deemed  themfelves  competent 
to  the  adminiftration  of  objects 
wholly  of  a,  fpiritual  nature,  and 
for  which  exclufive.  application 
had  hitherto  been  made  to  the  head 
of  the  church.  They  admitted  the 
enormous  abufes  of  the  monadic 
date,  and  defired  a  moderate  dimi¬ 
nution  both  of  the  numbers  and 
.riches  of  the  various  orders.  Thefe, 
and  other  matters  of  ecclefiadical 
reform,  were  introduced  as  objcCts 
of  difcudion  in  a  periodical  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  clergy  in  1 787,  afiem bled 
for  the  purpofe  of  granting  their 
fhare  of  contribution  to  the  date  ; 
and  a  difpofition  for  carrying  this 
reform  into  execution  was  openly 
avowed. 

The  holy  fee  beheld  with  alarm 
this  inclination  to  apodacy  in  thfe 
French  clergy,  but  was  diduaded 
from  taking  any  authoritative  deps 
by  the  conviction  that  it  would  at 
lead  be  ufelcfs.  The  French  go¬ 
vernment  began  by  fuppreding  the 
order  of  the  Celeftines  in  France* 
and,  without  communication  with 
the  court  of  Rome,  feifed  on  the 
edates  of  thofe  of  the  fame  order* 
who,  living  under  theRomanju- 
rifdibtion  at  Avignon,  had  property 
in  the  French  territory.  To  thefe 
attacks,  the  firlt  indications  of 
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alienated  friendflnp,  the  pope  was 
extremely  fenfibie;  and  the  edi£t, 
which  took  place  at  the  fame  e- 
poch,  in  favour  of  the  proteftants, 
occafioned  him  (fill  greater  afflic¬ 
tion.  He  was  comforted  indeed  in 
perceiving  that  the  edi£f  contained 
little  elfe  than  granting  the  pro¬ 
teftants  a  civil  exigence,  and  legi¬ 
timating  their  children;  and,  al¬ 
though  he  felt,  with  the  facred  col¬ 
lege,  the  danger  that  might  refult 
from  this  precedent  of  toleration, 
confined  as  it  was  in  the  edidt 
which  had  been  promulgated,  »he 
not  only  combated  the  violent  mea- 
fures  which  were  fnggefred  by  the 
college,  but  his  prudence  led  him 
to  mourn  over  the  impending  cala¬ 
mities  of  the  church  in  filence. 

The  conceffions  which  the  French 
clergy  had  made  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
times  were  infufflcient  to  fatisfy 
the  encroaching  requi  fit  ions  of  the 
fecftaries  of  reformation,  and  too 
great  not  to  encourage  them  to  at¬ 
tempt  new  conquefts.  The  fpecu- 
lative  advances  which  had  been 
made  towards  a  fyftem  of  revolu¬ 
tion  in  France  had  been  too  long 
indulged  to  leave  unembodied  or 
in  embrvo  the  projedts  which  had 
been  conceived  ;  and  the  abufes 
which  had  been  held  forth  by  the 
clergy,  as  objedis  of  reform,  ferved 
as  beacons  to  more  hardv  adven- 
turers  to  attempt  a  wider  range  of 
difcovery.  The  Situation  of  the 
finances  of  France  having  led  the 
government  to  aftemble  firft  the 
notables,  and  afte'rwards  the  ftates- 
general,  to  devife  means  for  pre¬ 
serving  the  due  balance  between 
the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the 
Rate,  one  of  the  firft  abufes  which 
was  corredled,  and  which  the  court 
had  previoufiy  refiolved  to  facrifice, 
was  the  payment  of  ecclefiaftical 
tribute  to  Rome.  The  retrench¬ 
ment  of  the  fum  which  entered 


into  the  pontifical  treafury  from 
France,  for  bulls,  difuenfations,  and 
other  objedts  of  fpiritual  traffic,  was 
too  inconfiderable  for  the  purpofes 
of  ceconomy,  as  it  amounted  annu¬ 
ally,  on  an  average,  to  no  more 
than  i8,oool.  fterling;  but  the  fup- 
preffion  wore  fufficientlv  the  fym- 
ptom  of  hostilities  to  convince  the 
holy  fee  that  its  alliance  with  that 
country  hung  on  too  feeble  a  thread 
to  fecure  a  long  duration.  The  * 
unjuft  decree  of  the  national  al- 
fembly,at  the  clofeof  the  year  i  789, 
declaring  the  church  eftates  to  be 
national  property,  filled  the  court  of 
Rome  with  general  confternation. 
Although  the  paternal  apprehen- 

fioris  of  the  holv  fee  for  the  honour 
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and  fecurity  of  the  church  were 
duly  awakened,  yet  they  had  not 
even  fuggefted  that  a  meafure  fo 
bold  and  fubverfive  of  its  rights 
could  have  been  attempted  ;  but 
no  redrefs  could  be  hoped  from 
remonftrance,  fince  thofe  made  by 
the  cardinal  embaflador,  hitherto 
for  offences  of  infinitely  lefs  im¬ 
portance,  had  been  made  in  vain. 
The  pope,  therefore,  reftrained  his 
indignation  at  this  heretical  con- 
tempt  of  his  fpiritual  authority  ; 
nor  was  his  forrow  at  this  apoftacy 
exprefied  in  louder  terms  than  fighs 
and  murmurs,  till  his  temporal 
pofTeffions  of  the  comtat  VennaifTon 
and  Avignon  fell  under  the  eye  of 
this  confifcating  affiembly.  It  was 
not  without  refiftance  that  this  in- 
vafion  was  beheld  by  the  court  of 
Rome.  Briefs  and  bulls  were  put  in 
opposition  to  revolutionary  motions 
and  national  decrees.  The  parti  fans 
of  the  pope,  and  thofe  who  efpoufed 
the  caufe  of  the  French  revolution, 
maintained  their  refpediive  opi¬ 
nions  with  obftinate  inveteracy;  and 
the  country,  which  was  the  object 
of  conteft,  became  for  fome  time 
the  theatre  of  civil  and  bloody  con¬ 
tention. 
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tention.  The  fevolutionifts  of 
Avignon  at  length  gained  the  a- 
fcendency  ;  and,  after  dethroning 
the  archbifhop,  and  difbanding  the 
clergy  for  refufmg  to  take  the  civic 
oath,  they  depofed  the  pope  front 
his  Sovereignty,  feifed  his  revenues, 
and  Avignon,  and  the  whole  of  the^ 
papal  territory  in  France,  was  con¬ 
verted  into  republican  departments. 

The  feifure  of  the  papal  pofief- 
iions  (although  fuch  events  had 
taken  place  at  other  periods,  the 
right  of  fovereignty  having  at  all 
times  been  a  Subject  of  conten¬ 
tion),  and  their  formal  incorpora¬ 
tion,  were  regarded,  and  with  rea- 
fon,  as  a  meafure  of  national  hof- 
tility.  The  court  of  Rome,  at 
that  period,  had  no  other  means 
of  refitting  the  aggreffion  than  by 
the  ufe  of  the  fpiritual  warfare  of 
anathemas  and  exhortations.  The 
fir  ft  victim  of  papal  wrath  was  Tal¬ 
leyrand  Perigord,  the  bifhop  of 
Autun,  who  was  formally  fufpended 
by  a  brief,  with  the  threat  of  ex- 
communication  at  the  end  of  forty 
days,  if  he  did  not  take  advantage 
of  the  proffered  delay  for  repentance; 
Lomenie,  the  archbifhop  of  Sens, 
was  likewife  degraded  from  his  dig¬ 
nity  of  cardinal,  for  adhering  to 
the  civil  conftitution  of  the  clergy, 
though  he  had  attempted  to  ward 
olf  this  difgrace  bv  a  previous  and 
voluntary  refignation.  The  flight 
of  Louis  XVI.  to  the  frontiers 
was  celebrated  by  feftivals  and  re¬ 
joicings,  and  the  illufion  was  fuf- 
ficiently  prolonged  to  give  time 
for  the  expedition  of  a  brief  to  the 
nuncio  at  Bruffels,  to  congratulate 
the  king  on  his  efcape,  with  pray¬ 
ers  for  his  fpeedy  and  triumphant 
return  to  his  kingdom.  Thefe, 
and  other  infulated  marks  of  ha¬ 
tred  againft  the  principles  of  the 
French  revolution,  were  followed 
by  profecutions  againft  fuch  as  were 


fufpe&ed  of  any  attachment  to  iff 
caufe.  Several  officers,  natives  of 
France,  but  employed  in  the  pope’9 
fervice,  were  degraded,  and  fent 
to  the  gallies,  for  having  difco- 
vered  fentiments  favorable  to  the 
interefts  of  their  country  ;  and  a 
kind  of  profcription  was  begun 
againft  every  thing  that  bore  the 
name  or  title  of  Frenchman ;  which 
was  fufpended  at  that  period  only 
by  theinterference  of  the  executive 
council  of  the  French  republic  (for 
the  monarchy  had  juft  then  been 
abolifhed),  which  menaced  h'ofti- 
li ties,  if  redrefs  were  not  immedi¬ 
ately  obtained. 

The  decree  of  a  premature  attack 
had  incited  the  court  of  Rome  to 
meafures  of  lenity  and  prudence  ; 
but  as  the  manifefto  of  the  co- 
alifed  powers  had  at  that  period 
founded  the  trump  of  extermina¬ 
tion,  the  pope  begun  alfo  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  general  attack  which 
was  about  to  be  made  on  the  French 
republic.  Thefe  military  prepara¬ 
tions  would  have  been  treated  by' 
the  French  with  contempt,  had  not 
the  influence  which  the  court  of 
Rome  If  ill  held  over  the  mind  of 
the  fuperftitious  part  of  Europe, 
yet  a  numerous  hoft,  rendered  it 
no  contemptible  enemy.  The  mur¬ 
der  of  the  French  embafiadorBafle- 
ville,  at  Rome,  which,  from  the 
gentlenefs  of  the  reproof  againft 
the  crime,  the  holy  father  called 
an  excefs  that  had  deranged  the 
public  tranquillity,  conftituted  the 
Roman  government  an  abettor,  if 
not  the  author,  of  the  deed,  corfU 
pleted  the  rupture  which  a  feries 
of  ill  offices  on  either  fide  had  been 
long  preparing.  The  holy  father 
no  longer  delayed  his  manifefto,  in 
which  he  ordered  a  general  arma¬ 
ment,  and  traced  the  means  of 
hoftility,  recommending  the  exter¬ 
mination  of  an  enemy,  without  faith 
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Or  .law,  by  all  public-means — bar¬ 
barians  who  had  fworn  to  overturn 
wherever  they  went  both  thrones 
and  altars  ;  offering  at  the  fame 
timeamnefty  and  abfolution  to  cri¬ 
minals  who  fhould  take  up  arms 
for  the  church  and  ftate,  except¬ 
ing  none  from  the  general  rifing  in 
mafs,  but  children,  old  men,  and 
priefts,  who,  to  ufe  the  language 
of  the  minifefto,  were  to  raife  up 
their  hands  on  the  mountain,  vvhilft 
the  faithful  fought  in  the  plain. 
The  language  of  this  manifefto, 

o  o  7 

-which  neither  breathes  the  pureft 
fentiments  of  Chriftian  charity,  nor 
is  in  perfedl  accord  with  the  com¬ 
monly  received  law  of  nations,  may, 
perhaps,  admit  of  fome  extenua¬ 
tion  from  the  circumftances  in 
which  it  was  written,  fince  France 
was,  at  that  period,  the  theatre  of 
revolutionary  government;  and  the 
ft  vie -of  his  holinefs  has  fince  been 
clofely  imitated,  not  more  by  the 
difaffedted,  than  by  the  indignant 

friends  of  liberty  of  every  ciafs  in 

«  * 

Europe. 

But  whether  the  change  of  fyftem 
in  France,  on  the  fall  of  the  reign 
of  terror,  operated  a  change  in  the 
fentiments  of  his  holinefs,  or  whe¬ 
ther  that  converfion  was  effected  by 
the  fuccefs  and  progrefs  of  the  re- 
ublican  armies,  the  pope  foftened 
is  warlike  breathings  into  certain 
adls  of  kiudnefs  towards  indivi¬ 
duals  of  the  French  republic,  who 
had  been  purfued  by  Neapolitan 
frigates,  and  were  fhipwrecked  on 
the  coaft,  and  took  occafion  from 
that  circumftance  to  declare  that 
he  was  at  war  with  no  country. 
This  difpofition  to  neutrality  a  role, 
probably,  not  from  any  diminution 
in  the  hatred  of  the  holy  fee  to¬ 
wards  France,  nor  from  any  un- 
willingnefs  to  fee  the  whole  fvftem 

.  O  0  a 

of  its  government  cruflied,  with 
all  its  fupporters;  it  was  natural 


that  fuch  {liquid  be  the  fentiments 
of  every  defpotie  prince,  much 
more  of  him  whofe  double  empire 
was  then  tottering  from  its  bafe  in 
confeq uence  of  the  progrefs  of  • 
French  arms  and  French  princi¬ 
ples.  This  pacific  change  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  interna]  difienfions, 
which  required  all  the  force  and 
vigilance  of  government,  and  more 
fo  by  the  ftate  of  penury  to  which 
the  treafury  was  reduced,  from  the 
wretched  admin iftration  of  the  fi¬ 
nances,  which,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1795,  when  no  hoftile  foot 
yet  trod  the  foil  of  Italy,  had  fallen 
upon  the  expedient  of  forced  loans 
and  forced  paper-money,  fubver- 
five  of  national  Credit  at  all  times, 
and  current  only  when  beginning 
or  labouring  through  revolutions. 

The  pope,  in  declaring  himfeif 
neutral,  had  certainly  chofen  the 
wilerand  faferpart;  and  it  is  highly 
probable,  that  when  Buonaparte,  in 
the  fpring  of  the  following  year, 
poured  down  his  legions  from  the 
Alps  into  the  plains  of  Lombardy, 
he  would  have  attempted  to  have 
foftened  ftili  further  the  enmity  of 
the  holy  fee,  and  made  not  alto¬ 
gether  an  ufelefs  ally,  at  lead  for 
fome  time,  of  the  court  of  Rome, 
to  the  French  republic.  But  this 
ftedfaft  refolutioh  of  neutrality  was 
fliaken,  when  the  pope  gave  per- 
miffion,  and  diredftd  the  march  of 
the  Neapolitan  cavalry,  then  haft- 
ening  in  vain  to  flop  the  torrent 
of  republican  vidlory.  The  con- 
fequence  of  this  aggreflion  was  the 
lofs  of  the  provinces  of  Ancona,  of 
the  Bolognefe,  and  Ferrara,  the  fa- 
crifice  of  paintings,  ftatijes,  and  of 
contributions  of  money,  which  not 
only  aggravated  the  public  diftreffes 
and  difeontents,  but  haftened,  by  a 
feries  of  ftili  greater  imprudences, 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  papal  throne 
and  government. 
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We  have  now  attained,  by  means 
of  this  epifodical  narration,  the  pe¬ 
riod  when  the  French  and  papal 
governments  came  into  clofer  con¬ 
tact;  and  of  which  the  hiitorical 
/ketch,  fo  far  as  relates  to  external 
affairs,  is  given  in  our  preceding 
chapters.  Whether  the  conduct  of 
the  pope,  under  the  circumftances 
in  which  he  was  placed,  during  the 
different  phafes  of  the  French  re¬ 
volution,  and  the  prejudices  with 
which  he  was  imbued,  prejudices* 
natural  to  his  rank  and  ftation, 
merited  tire  chaftifement  which  lie 
received  on  the  firft  irruption  of 
the  French  into  Italy?  or  whether  it 
would  not  have  been  more  politic 
to  have  retaliated  his  injuries  by 
forbearance  ?  are  queffions  which 
we  fliall  leave  to  the  diferetion  of 
the  reader.  Whatever  difpofition 
there  might  have  been  in  Buona¬ 
parte  to  humble  the  pontiff,  Ills' 
language  and  his  conduct  were  pre¬ 
cise  with  reipeCt  to  the  prefervation 
of  the  papal  government,  though, 
by  his  exactions,  he  had  diminifhed 
the  fplendor  of  the  pontifical  throne 
and  aggravated  the  burdens  of  the 
people.  The  prudence  of  the  che¬ 
valier  Azara,  and  his  intimacy 
with  the  holy  father,  had  led  him 
alfo  to  concur  in  propping  up  this 
venerable  edifice,  which,  though 
rotten  at  the  foundation,  and  forne- 
times  beaten  by  domed  ic  tern  pelfs, 
might,  with  care,  have  been  pre- 
ferved  till  a  later  period  trom  final 
diffolution.  The  clemency  or  po¬ 
licy  of  the  conqueror  had  fpared  it 
when  the  French  armies  were  for 
the  fecond  time  (January  1797)  at 
the  gates  of  Rome.  The  alliance 
with  the  emperor  whilft  an  ar- 
miffice  had  been  granted,  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  which  were  not  fulfilled, 
and  w  h i lit  a  treaty  of  peace  was 
negotiating,  and  the  march  of  the 
papal  troops,  disciplined  by  fpiri- 


tual  exercifes,  and  whofe  courage 
was  propped  up  bv  the  difplay  of 
fanatical  labarums  againlt  the 
French  army,  were  caufes  for  the 
lalf  difplay  of  the  conqueror’s  re- 
fentment,  who  had  become,  by  va¬ 
rious  means,  the  malfer  of  whatever 
conditions  he  thought  proper  to 
impofe.  Whether  the  attempt  to 
quell  a  fedition,  excited  by  no  par¬ 
ticular  a£t  of  tyranny  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  of  which  the  French 
embafiador  had  previoufly  declared 
his  abhorrence  and  determination 
to  pun i Hi  the  authors,  if  any  fuch 
came  within  his  jurifdiCtion  ;  a  tu¬ 
mult  of  no  dangerous  completion, 
and  which,  but  for  the  imprudence 
of  thofe  who  were  fent  to  fupprefs 
it,  would  have  funk  into  filence— 
whether  the  unfortunate  cata- 
ffrophe  which  befel  the  French  ge¬ 
neral  Du  phot,  and  which  was 
owing  probably  to  his  generous 
impetuofity,  anxious  to  prevent 
blood/hed,  or  to  the  miftake  of  the 
papal  foldiery,  who  miftook  him 
for  an  affaiiant— whether  this  un- 
forefeen  and  melancholy  event,  the 
immediate  caufe  of  the  dillolution 
of  the  Hate,  in  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  was  no  way  concerned,  and 
againft  which  nothing  but  negli¬ 
gence  has  been  imputed,  can  have 
juftified  meafures  of  fuch  feverity, 
or  not,  we  believe,  will  admit  of 
little  difeuffion  with  thofe  who  are 
at  once  the  friends  of  liberty  and  of 
juffice.  The  government  had  in¬ 
deed  fallen  into  contempt  and  de¬ 
bility,  with  fcarcelv  f  efficient  force 
to  keep  up  the  internal  police. 
Had  the  French,  in  thofe  latter 
days,  withdrawn  their  protection, 
the  papal  power,  no  doubt,  was  too 
circumfcribed  to  admit  of  long  re-* 
finance  againfi  the  Fait  warlike 
incurfion  of  its  neighbours  ;  and 
the  exiltence  of  fuch  a  government 
was  no  doubt  in  contradiction  to 
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the  dire&orial  fyflem  of  profelyt- 
ing  and  forming  republics.  The 
operations  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  in  Italy  were  at  that  time  no 
longer  fubjedted  to  the  advice  or 
modifications  of  Buonaparte  ;  and 
the  empty  glory  of  erecting  the 
Gallic  ftandard  on  the  Capitol  bore 
down  all  other  conAderations. 

The  prefence  of  the  holy  father 
in  Rome  was  judged  by  the  French 
commiffaries  incompatible  with  the 
tranquillity  of  the  ftate.  Hated, 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  reign, 
by  his  fubjedls,  for  multiplied  er-  ' 
rors  of  conduct,  both  public  and 
private;  defpifed  for  the  puerile 
vanity  which  he  betrayed  on  every 
occaAon,  with  refpedl  to  his  own 
perfon  ;  detefted  for  his  protection 
towards  his  nephews,  who,  they  al¬ 
leged,  had  become  the  legalifed 
plunderers  of  the  ftate;  and  fa- 
tiguing  the  whole  world  by  the 
commiffion  of  the  involuntary 
crime  of  exi fling  far  beyond  the 
longed  period  allotted  to  his  prede- 
ceffors  bv  impatient  ambition  and 
capricious  love  of  change,  Pius, 
tumbled  from  his  throne,  became 
an  object  of  interefl  and  compaf- 
fton  even  to  thofe  who  had  voted 
with  mod  energy  and  perfeverance 
for  his  fall.  His  firffc  refidence, 
after,  leaving  Rome,  was  at  Sienna, 
in  the  convent  of  St.  Barba.  An 
earthquake  which  overthrew  the 
edifices  adjoining  to  that  in  which 
he  redded,  and  damaged  his  own, 
led  him  to  take  up  his  abode  with¬ 
out  the  walls  of  the  cirv.  From 
this  place  he  removed  to  the  Char- 
treufe,  fitunted  two  miles  from 
Florence.  There  he  held,  but  with 
greater  circumfpe&ion  than  at 
Sienna,  his  little  court ;  and,  fear¬ 
ful  of  giving  umbrage  either  to  the 
French  or  Tufcan  governments,  he 
offered  to  leave  the  nomination  and 
regulation  of  his  houfehold  to  the 
■  i798- 
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infpeClion  of  the  French  minider. 
It  was  fcarcely  poffible  for  papal 
humility  to  defcend  farther.  The 
revolution  has  often  prefented 
drange  and  Angular  circumdances. 
Whether  it  was  merely  by  chance 
or  defign,  the  officer,  it  is  faid, 
who  was  charged  by  general  Cer- 
voni  to  notify  to  the  popef  the  de¬ 
cree  of  the  French  commiffaries, 
that  he  ftiould  leave  Rome,  was  a 
general  of  the  name  of  Calvin; 
and  M.  Rbeinart,  the  French  mi¬ 
nider  at  the  court  of  Tufcany,  un¬ 
der  vvhofe  controul  the  pope  fub- 
mitted  to  place  himfelf,  was  a  pro- 
tedant  divine  of  the  Lutheran  per- 
fuafion.  But,  dript  of  his  temporal 
dignity,  his  holinefs  prefented  an 
example  of  Chridian-hke  re  Agna¬ 
tion.  His  retreat  was  cheered,  in¬ 
deed.  by  fuch  folid  proofs  of  friend- 
diip  from  wealthy  and  faithful  fons 
of-  the  church,  as  left  him  fcarcely 
to  regret  the  luxury  of  Roman  de¬ 
licacies,  to  which  he  was  far  from 
being  infendble ;  and  witty  ma¬ 
lignity  has  prefented  us  with  anec¬ 
dotes  of  fecret  indulgences  of  the 
holy  father,  which,  if  they  dimini (h 
dome  what  of  that  habitual  reve¬ 
rence  which  we  affix  to  the  fandlity 
of  his  character,  prefent  him  under 
a  point  of  view  perhaps  more 
amiable,  and  more  engaging  to  the 
focial  affedlions.  Disburdened  of 
the  weight  of  his  dignities,  he 
feemed  to  have  become  lighter  of 
heart,  and  no  longer  embarraffed 
with  the  care  of  office,  his  health 
became  more  dable,  his  fpirits  in- 
creafed ;  and  making  a  compro- 
mife  with  his  former  habits  and 
paffions,  diminiAied,  or  rather  mel¬ 
lowed  by  age  and  difappointment, 
he  feemed  to  enjoy  rather  than  la¬ 
ment  his  misfortunes,  and  em¬ 
braced  adverAty  as  the  handmaid 
of  happinefs. 

The  nomination  of  Pius  the 
U  Sixth 
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Sixth  to  the  pontifical  throne  was 
the  effieCt  of  no  previous  arrange¬ 
ment,  but  rather  a  mezzo* termini,  or 
compromiie  between  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties,  as  being  the  perfon- 
age  the  lead  obnoxious  to  either. 
It  is  not  therefore  wonderful,  that, 
with  moderation  and  talents  far 
beneath  thofe  of  his  predeceflor,  he 
did  not  correct  or  weather  the 
dorm  in  which  the  bark  of  St. 
Peter  would  have  funk  with  a  pilot 
much  abler  than  himfelf.  The 
harmlefs  vanity  of  the  pontiff,  in 
the  ftudious  difplay  of  his  perfonal 
attractions,  may  excite  a  fmile ; 
but,  though  vain  glory  often  led 
him  to  the  commiflion  of  aCts 
which  have  been  regarded  by  the 
devout  with  pity,  and  by  the  pro¬ 
fane  with  contempt,  every  lover  of 
the  arts  will  pay  him  the  tribute 
juftly  due  to  his  zeal  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  which  he  gave  them,  more 
particularly  in  ornamenting  and 
enriching  the  celebrated  mu  feu  m 
of  the  Vatican.  The  induftry  with 
which  he  applied  himfelf  to  works 
which  might  be  deemed  of  public 
utility  entitled  him  alfo  to  refpeCt; 
but,  unfortunately  for  the  public 
purfe,  that  induftry  was  often  ill 
directed  ;  and  his  favourite  plan  of 
draining  the  Pontine  marfhes,  the 
great  objeCt  of  perfevering  enthu- 
fiafm,  and  for  which  he  has  been 
fo  much  applauded,  ended  in  little 
elfe  than  wafting  the  public  money, 
reftoring  the  Appian  Way,  and  en¬ 
riching  his  own  family,  already 
grown  a  burden  to  the  people. 
Poflefled  of  many  eftimable  quali¬ 
ties  as  a  private  man,  he  had  few 
of  thofe  talents  which  are  neceffary 
to  govern  in  times  of  difficulty  or 
danger.  Yeilding  often  to  the  im- 
pulfe  of  the  moment,  the  impetu- 
ofity  of  his  character  led  him  into 
errors  which  were  followed  by 
peedv  repentance ;  prefumptuous 


with  refpeCt:  to  his  own  opinion, 
he  was  blind  to  the  future,  where 
men  of  common  fagacity  had  the 
cleared  forefight ;  an^d,  filled  with 
ideas  of  the  importance  and  dignity 
of  his  character,  he  prepared  for 
himfelf  numerous  mortifications 
and  infults,  which  he  had  neither 
the  addrefs  to  avoid,  nor  the  power 
to  avenge.  As  the  vifible  head  of 
the  church,  his  attention  to  the 
duties  of  his  office  was  uniform 
and  exemplary ;  he  has  been  re¬ 
proached  with  making  Tome  of 
thofe  duties  fubfervient  to  his  per¬ 
fonal  vanity,  and  with  being  fonder 
of  public  exhibitions  than  became 
the  gravity  and  fandtity  of  his 
character  :  this  charge  may  not  be 
altogether  unfounded,  but  it  may 
be  alleged,  in  his,  juftification, 
that  the  relaxation  of-  his  predecef- 
for,  with  refpeCt  to  the  ceremonials 
of  worth  ip,  was  a  dangerous  de¬ 
parture  from  the  political  ufages 
of  the  church  ;  and  that  a  religious 
fyftem,  which  had  been  eftablifhed 
for  ages,  in  defiance  of  reafon  and 
feripture,  would  foon  lofe  its  in¬ 
fluence,  efpecially  at  this  feafion,  if 
its  theatrical  pomp  and  ornament 
did  not  continue  to  dazzle  the  eye 
of  vulgar  inquiry.  , 

Whatever  were  the  failings  of 
Pius  the  Sixth,  or  the  vices  of  his 
adminiftration,  every  compaffionate 
mind  will  regard  his  misfortunes 
with  fvmpathy  and  refpeCI.  His 
piety,  though  oftentations,  was  de¬ 
void  of  hypoerify,  and  his  errors 
belonged  to  a  fituation  which  had 
ever  been  at  war  with  truth.  But 
he  had  fearcely  begun  to  feel  the 
bleffin^s  of  retirement,  whico 
leetned  a  de Arable  haven  after  the 
rude  ftorms  through  which'  he  had. 
pa-fled,  when  the  capricious  tyranny 
of  the  French  directory  again  in¬ 
vaded  his  repofe.  Under  pretence 
that  his  prefence,  fo  .near  ti  e  fe-at 
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of  ancient  government,  would  pro¬ 
bably  endanger  the  tranquillity,  or 
impede  the  regeneration  of  Italy, 
the  French  government  enjoined 
the  grand-duke  to  difmifs  him  from 
the  Tufcan  territory.  The  grand- 
duke,  in  obedience  to  the  reiterated 
and  .angry  injunction,  complied 
with  a  feeling  of  reluctance  ;  and 
application  was  made  to  the  empe¬ 
ror  to  grant  him  an  afylum  in 
.Germany.  This  plan  having  been 
deranged,  it  was  propofed  to  fend 
him  to  Spain;  but  the  prudencei 
of  the  court  outbalanced  its  piety. 
A  voyage  to  the  illand  of  Sardinia, 
where  the  danger  of  papal  confpi- 
racy  would  have  been  circum- 
fcribed,  and  where  little  other  in- 
tercourfe  than  the  pious  exchange 
of  filial  vows  and  apodolic  bene¬ 
dictions  would  take  place,  had  been 
decided  on,  \yhen  the  date  of  the 
pope’s  health  rendered  his  removal 
impoffible.  This  malady  difarmed 
the  zealous  malignity  of  the  direc¬ 
tory,  nor  did  the  return  of  health 
awaken  it  to  new  fufpicions ;  and 
the  pope  continued  to  refide  at  the 
Chartreufe,  till  events,  the  hidory 
of  which  belongs  to  another  pe¬ 
riod,  occafioned  his  removal  into 
France. 

It  would  be  alfo  to  anticipate 
the  order  of  the  narration  of  the 
year  to  detail  the  changes  which 
took  place  in  the  Roman  republic 
on  the  overthrow  of  the  papal  go¬ 
vernment,  if  thefe  changes  were 
not  interwoven  with  the  occur¬ 
rences  already  related.  Although 
the  temporal  power  of  the  pope 
was  deftroy«\i,  and  his  kingdom 
was  no  longer  of  this  world,  his 
fpiritual  authority  continued  to 
be  recognifed;  and  his  functions 
were  performed  by  a  bifhop,  who, 
under  the  name  of  vice-gerent, 
difpenfed  to  the  faithful  the  facred 
g:f.s  according  to  their  feveral  de- 
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fires  and  neceflities.  Various  were 
the  regulations  made  by  this  repre- 
fentative  of  the  pontiff,  who, 
whilft  he  adminidered  in  holy 
things,  with  all  the  pomp  and  cir- 
cumdance  of  his  prototype,  cor¬ 
rected  various  abufes  of  a  fpiritual 
nature,  amongft  which  were  the 
fads  and  fefiivals  in  the  church,, 
the  number  of  which  were  confi- 
derably  diminidied  throughout  the 
republic. 

The  temporal  power  intruded 
by  the  French  general  to  the  pro- 
vifionary  government  was  at  length 
confirmed  by  a  regular  conditu- 
tion,  made  at  Paris  on  the  model 
of  the  French;  but  in  which  the 
names  of  confuis,  fenate,  tribunes, 
quedors,  and  other  titles  of  claffic 
dory,  fuperfeded  the  French  de¬ 
nominations  of  directory,  mini- 
ders,  and  councils.  This  conditu- 
tution  was  judged  to  be  an  im¬ 
provement  on  its  original,  and 
pretended  to  be  a  model  for  future 
reform  in  its  turn  ;  but  as  the  re- 
doration  of  liberty  to  Rome  was 
no  evidence  that  its  new  citizens 
knew  either  how  to  appreciate  or 
preferve  it,  the  lad  claufe  enacds, 
that,  for  the  fpace  of  ten  years,  the 
French  commander  fhould  have  the 
veto  in  the  formation  of  laws,  with 
other  attributes,  which  though  un¬ 
acknowledged  in  the  code  of  the 
rights  of  man  or  of  nations,  were 
judged  necelfary  infringements  by 
the  French  government.. 

The  palace  on  the  Quirinal-hill, 
hitherto  the  fummer  refidence  of 
the  pontiff,  became  the  feat  of  con- 
fular  dignity.  The  Vatican,  from 
whofe  tremendous  portals  had 
burd  forth  thofe  fpiritual  thunders 
which  in  remoter  times  had  diook 
the  wo#ld,  opened  its  rich  and  va¬ 
rious  treafures  of  literature,  here 
only  the  unavailing  antidote  to  fu- 
pei;dition ;  and  the  members  of  a 
U  z  national 
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national  inftitute,  bv  whom  it  was 
now  inhabited,  formed  a  contrail 
with  the  pomp  and  luxury  of  its 
late  pofleflbrs.  The  inquifition,  and 
other  monuments  of  fpiritual  def- 
potifm,  which  had  long  furvived 
the  fpirit  which  gave  them  birth, 
periilied,  of  courfe,  in  the  revolu¬ 
tion.  One  alone  was  preferved ; 
not  that  it  merited  lei's  the  animad- 
Verfion  of  the  reformers,  but  be- 
caufe  its  abolition  in  the  penurious 
ftate  of  the  Roman  revenue  Would 
have  been  impolitic  ;  and,  as  far  as 
it  was  connected  with  the  fortunes 
of  private  individuals,  unjuft.  The 
office  is  that  from  which  briefs  or 
bulls,  for  benefices,  were  difpenfed; 
and  which  brought  annually  into 
the  Roman  treafury  a  clear  benefit 
of  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  thou- 
hand  pounds  fteriing.  Thefe  expe¬ 
ditions  were  continued  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  Spain,  in  the  name  of  the 
pope,  agreeably  to  an  arrangement 
made  by  the  Spanifh  minifter  with 
the  Roman  government ;  and  the 
fame  fteps  were  taken  by  other  ca¬ 
tholic  powers  for  fuch  objects  as  ne- 
ceflitated  the  interference  of  tire  fpi- 
ritual  authority  of  the  church.  The 
temporal  eftabiifhments,  particu¬ 
larly  two  banks ;  one  for  private 
loans  or  pledges,  and  the  other  for 
difcounts,  were  preferved  ;  but  the 
credit  of  both,  excellent  in  their 
inftitution,  had  been  nearly  ruined 
by  the  prodigality  of  the  former 
government. 

Of  fuch  difordcfs  in  the  public 
"finances,  the  revolution  could  only 
increafe  the  weight.  Confifcation 
of  incorporate  property,  fuch  as 
the  domains  belonging  to  the  aDO- 
ftolic  chamber,  and  eftates  of  reli¬ 
gious  communities,  which  it  was 
found  expedient  to  fupprefs,  and 
which  the  difperfion  of  the  crowd 
of  monks  who  had  /  flocked  to 
.Rome  from  various  quarters  of 


Europe  gave  the  means  of  exe¬ 
cuting  without  violence  or  terror, 
yielded  certain  refources.  But,  as 
almoft  every  fource  of  public 
wealth  was  dried  up  from  the  la- 
vifli  prodigality  of  the  former  go¬ 
vernment  and  the  repeated  and 
unjuft  exactions  of  .  the  French, 
and  the  country  had  been  delivered 
up  to  that  kind  of  legalifed  plun¬ 
der,  known  under  the  name  of  re- 
quijitioiis ,  which  the  neceflities  or 
rapacity  of  the  vi&orious  armies 
led  them  to  impofe  ;  as  the 
churches  had  already  been  fpoiled 
of  a  confiderable  part  of  their  va¬ 
luable  ornaments,  and  the  rich  had 
been  laid  under  heavy  contribu¬ 
tions;  as  public  credit,  which  was 
faft  haftening  to  decay,  from  the 
(hocks  which  it  had  endured  under 
the  former  government,  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  fatal  blow  from  the  laft 
occurrences ;  and  the  paper-cur¬ 
rency  of  the  ftate,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  kept  up  the  circulation,  had 
no  other  ftandard  for  its  value  than 
the  avarice  of  ftock-jobbers ;  and, 
as  the  prefting  wants  of  the  ftate 
(amongft  which  were  wants  that 
could  not  be  adjourned,  fuch  as 
the  fupply  of  fubfiftence  for  Rome, 
which  had  always  been  a  primary 
object  of  public  attention)  de¬ 
manded  new  facri flees,  the  govern¬ 
ment  was  compelled  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  arbitrary  meafures,  fuch 
as  levying  exorbitant  taxes  on  the 
rich,  who  had  been  already  ex- 
haufted — meafures  eventually  ruin¬ 
ous  to  the  mafs  of  the  people,  and 
fubverlive  of  the  fpirit  of  liberty, 
but  which,  they  pleaded,  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  moment  forced  them 
to  adopt. 

With  this  accumulation  of  diffi¬ 
culties,  the  Roman  republic  had  to 
ftruggle  in  the  nr  ft-  moments  of  its 
birth  ;  difficulties  which  the  French 
government  might  have  confider- 
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ably  dimini  (lied,  had  not  other 
confiderations,  than  thofe  of  efta- 
blifliing  liberty, influenced  the  lead¬ 
ing  members  of  its  executive 
power.  The  overthrow  of  the  pal¬ 
pal  government  was  a  meafure 
loudly  demanded,  not  only  by  the 
voice  of  reafon,  but  by  the  rulers  of 
almoft  every  catholic  country  in 
Europe,  to  whom  the  papal  yoke 
had  become  infupportabie.  But 
the  paflage  from  the  ruins  of  that 
corrupted  mafs  of  fuperftitious  def- 
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potifm,  to  the  ere&ion  of  a  free  re¬ 
public,  founded  on  the  bafis  of 
public  virtue,  is  an  enterprife  of 
difficult  execution.  Unfortunately 
too  the  Roman  government  was 
inftituted  under  the  patronage  of 
a  directory  equally  unprincipled 
and  impolitic.  It  was  therefore 
formed  for  ruin  ;  and,  in  our  fuc- 
ceeding  volume,  we  thall  probably 
have  to  record  its  fall,  and  the  pai> 
tial  and  temporary  reftoration  of 
the  papal  power. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Affairs  of  Switzerland.  Difpufes  with  the  French  Directory*  InfurrcBion 
in  the  Pays-dc'Paud.  Interference  of  the  French.  March  of  General 
Menard .  Revolution  in  the  P  ays-de-Paud.  Negotiations  between  the 

Government  of  Berne  and  the  French  Directory.  Seditious  Movements  in 
the  Berncfe  Territory.  Infurgents  of  Arau  difperfed.  1  Frefo  Negotiations' '* 
Swifs  prepare  for  Defence.  Cafile  of  Domacf  taken  by  the  French. 
Soleure  and  Fribourg  taken.  Acl ion  between  General  d'  Erlach  and  the 
French.  D' Erlach  coniplctcly  defeated ,  and  killed  by  his  own  People * 
Surrender  of  Berne.  Submifion  of  all  Switzerland.  Revolution  there • 
Helvetic  Republic  founded.  Pretended  Preparations  for  the  Invafon  of 
England.  Plan  of  founding  a  Colony  in  Egypt.  Expedition  of  Buona- 
parte.  Surrender,  of  Malta  to  the  French.  Buonaparte  arrives  at  Alex¬ 
andria.  That  Place  taken  by  Storm.  Rofetta ,  &c.  taken *  Cairo  taken. 
Rattle  of  the  Pyramids*  Battle  of  the  Nile ,  and  Defeat  of  the  French 
Fleet  by  Admiral  N elf  on.  RejleBions  on  the  Expedition  if  Buonaparte. 
Proceedings  of  the  French  Lrgifaturc.  Eleilion  of  the  new  Third.  Elec¬ 
tion  of  a  new  Dir  elder*  RejleBions  on  the  prefent  State  of  France. 


IN  a  preceding  chapter  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  the  next  vi£tim 
marked  out  by  the  ambition  and 
rapacity  of  the  French  Directory 
was  the  Helvetian  confederacy. 
That  the  ariftocracies  of  Switz¬ 
erland  had  been  wholly  biamelefs, 
either  in  their  conduct  towards 
their  own  people,  or  towards  the 
French,  is  an  aflertion  which  an 
honeft  hiftorian  will  fcarcely  ven¬ 
ture  to  make.  But  if  the  power  of 
the  (late,  and  its  very  moderate 
emoluments,  were  in  fome,  or,  per¬ 
haps,  the  majority  of  the  cantons, 


mononolifed  by  a  few  families,  it 
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muft  ftill  be  remembered  that  au¬ 
thority  was  exerciled  with  exem- 
plary  moderation,  the  people  were 
contented  and  happy ;  and  if,  on 
certain  occafions,  the  jealoufy  of 
French  principles,  or  the  influence 
of  a  powerful  neighbour,  had  in¬ 
duced  the  governors  of  fome  of 
thofe  republics  to  treat  with  lefs 
refpeft  than  ordinary  the  agents  of 
France,  this  was  a  proper  fubjeft 
for  negotiation,  and  not  for  war. 
The  French  Directory,  however, 
had  other  views  :  the  conduft 
U  3  which 
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which  they  had  pnrfued  towards 
Venice,  Genoa,  and  Rome,  was 
now  matured  into  afydem.  With 
them  war,  the  lad  refort  of  hu¬ 
man  relentrrient,  the  word  of  hu¬ 
man  calamities,  was  become  a 
trade  ;  and  the  unoccupied  legions 
of  France  were  to  levy  a  fubfiftence 
on  their  defencelefs  neighbours. 
Amon?  the  obnoxious  dilcuflions 

O 

which  were  agitated  in  the  coun- 
oils,  previous  to  the  revolution  of 
the  4th  of  September,  it  will  be 
remembered,  that  this  fyftem  of 
aggreffion  towards  the  neutral  pow¬ 
ers  held  a  confpicuous  place  :  inch 
a  difcufilon,  it  is  believed,  more 
than  any  other,  heightened  the  ap- 
pre'henfions  of  the  diredlorv,  ajid 
even  of  Buonaparte  himfelf,  and 
haftened  the  event  of  that  atrocious 
day. 

The  dire&orv,  confirmed  in  pow¬ 
er,  and  relieved  from  the  controul 
of  a  popular  legifiature  *,  hadened, 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1797, 
to  put  in  force  their  projeft  of  fu b- 
jugating  the  Swifs  republics.  The 
firll  hoflile  movement  on  the  part 
of  the  French  was  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Helvetic  part  of  the 
bilhoprick  of  Bade,  under  fome 
frivolous  pretence,  and  contrary 
to  an  exprefs  treaty  concluded  w itjy 
the  Swifs  in  the  year  1792.  Either 
too  weak  or  too  prudent  to  refent 
this  infraction  of  their  rights,  the 
Helvetic  body  dill  flattered  them- 
felves  with  an  amicable  termina¬ 
tion  of  their  difference  with  prance; 
when  an  infurre'Ction,  which  broke 
out  in  the  Pays- de-V and,  probably 
through  French  inftigation,  or  at 
lead  .through  the  influence  of 
French  principles,  afforded  a  fuller 
pretext  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
government.  In  the  month  of 
December,  the  French  directory 


thought  proper  to  interfere  in  this 
domedic  difpute,  and  demanded 
from  the  government  of  Berne 
what  they  termed  the  redoration 
of  the  rights  of  that  people,  and 
the  affembling  of  the  dates  of  the 
Pays-de-Vaud  in  their  ancient 
form :  this  demand  they  imme¬ 
diately  prepared  to  enforce  by 
arms ;  and  general  Menard  was  or¬ 
dered  to  march,  with  a  body  of 
1  £,000  men,  to  fupport  the  clairbs 
of  the  petitioning  party  in  the 
Pays-de-Vaud.  The  defigns  of 
the  French  were  for  the  moment 
frudrated  by  the  timidity  or  ge- 
nerofity  of  the  fupreme  council  of 
Berne.  On  the  3th  of  January, 
1  798, 'they  i ffued  a  proclamation, 
enjoining  the  citizens  of  the  Pays- 
de-Vaud  to  afiemble  in  arms,  to 
renew  the  oath  of  allegiance,  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  reform 
of  every  abufe  in  the  government, 
and  to  afiert  and  re-edablifli  all 
their  ancient  rights.  A  commiffion 
had  been  previoufly  appointed  at 
Laufaniie,  for  determining  on  the 
claims  of  the’  petitioners,  and  for 
reindating  the  country  in  its  former 
tranquillity.  From  what  caufes  it 
happened  we  have  not  as  yet  been 
correCUy  informed,  but  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  com mifiion  feemed  in¬ 
volved  altogether  in  embarraffment 
and  delay.  The  people  became 
impatient,  and  the  infurreCHon  at 
once  broke  out  into  aCtual  hodi- 
lity.  The  cafrle  of  Chill  on  was 
feifed  by  the  infurgents;  and  the 
commotions  which  took  place  in 
the  fouthern  didriCts  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  appeared  not  lefs  formidable. 
The  government  of  Berne  now  de¬ 
termined  to  reduce  the  infurgents 
by  force  ;  and  a  body  of  20,000 
troops,  under  the  command  of  co¬ 
lonel  Weifs,  was  difpatched  to  did* 


*  M.  Mallet  chi  Pan  afiert?,  (hat  it  was  through  the  influence  of  Carnot  and  Barthe- 
hmy  that  the  bjuw  meditated  again#  Switzerland  had  hitherto  been  averted. 
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perfe  them.  'Whether  the  lenient 
meafures  purfued  by  this  general 
were  confiftent  with  found  policy 
or  not,  it  is  impoffibie,  from  the 
materials  which  have  hitherto  fallen, 
under  our  infpeCtion,  to  determine. 
Suffice  it  to  fav,  that  though  it  is 
not  certain  that  more  precipitate 
movements  would  have  faved  the 
country,  yet  his  inactivity  undoubt¬ 
edly  ferved  to  increafe  at  once  the 
power  and  the  audacity  of  the* in¬ 
surgents.  Thus  fituated,  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  French,  under  the 
command  of  Menard,  decided  thb 
conteft.  On  palling  the  boundary, 
Menard  difpatched  an  aide-de- 
camp,  attended  by  two  huffars,  to 
general  Weifs,  a,t  Yverdun  :  on 
their  return,  a  fatal  affray  took 
place  at  the  village  of  Thierens,  in 
which  one  of  the  huffars  was  killed. 
Who  were  the  aggreffors  in  this  un¬ 
fortunate  bufinefs  is  not  correctly 
ascertained,  but  it  was  regarded  by 
Menard  as  a  declaration  of  war. 
His  troops  immediately  advanced, 
while  thofe  of  Weifs  retreated  ; 
and  the  whole  of  the  Pays-de-Vaud 
was,  by  the  beginning  of  February, 
in  the  poffeftion  of  the  French.  , 
The  government  of  Berne  (till 
hoped,  it  appears,  to  avert  the  de¬ 
ft  ruCtion  which  now  feemed  to 
await  them  :  the  centinels  who  had 
killed  the  huffar  at  Thierens  were 
delivered  up,  and  frefli  negotiations 
were  entered  upon.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  new  infurre&ions 
'  were  planned  in  different  parts,  and 
the  revolutionary  mania  appeared 
to  increafe.  In  the  feditious  affem- 
blaoes  on  thefe  occafions,  the 
French  envoy,  Mengaud,  was  ob- 
ferved  to  take  a  decided  part ;  and, 
on  the  2d  of  January,  he  formally 
reclaimed  fome  perfons  who  had 
been  arreffed  for  treafonable  prac¬ 
tices  by  the  government  of  Berne, 
as  the  friends  and  allies  of  the 
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French  republic.  To  this  recla¬ 
mation  the  government  of  Berne 
paid  little  attention  ;  and  the  ftand- 
ard  of  revolt  having  been  ereCted 
at  Aran,  they  determined  on  ef¬ 
fective  theafures  for  its  fupprelhon 
and  their  own  defence.  The  Ar- 
govian  militia  marched  to  Arau  ; 
the  town  and  province  were  im¬ 
mediately  reduced,  and  the  leaders 
of  the  infurreCtion  were  taken  into 
cuftody. 

War  now  appeared  inevitable  r 
to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  induce  them  more 
freely  to  lend  their  affiftance,  the 
government  of  Berne  decreed,  that 
fifty-two  deputies  from  the  prin¬ 
cipal  towns  and  communes  fhould 
be  added  to  the  fupreme  council ; 
and,  on  the  2d  of  February,  thefe 
new  deputies  took  their  feats.  A 
general  reform  of  all  the  abufes  of 
the  government  was  the  firft  refo« 
lution  agreed  upon  in  their  deli¬ 
berations  ;  and  the  example  ot 
Berne  was  followed  by  the  cantons 
of  Lucerne,  Fribourg,  Sole  ure, 
Schaffhaufen,  and  Zurich. 

While,  in  this  hate  of  things, 
frefli  negotiations  were  commenced 
with  the  French  directory,  a  de- 
fenfive  force  of  about  20,000  men 
was  colleCfed,  under  the  command 
of  M.  d’Erlach,  formerly  a  field - 
marfhal  in  the  fervice  of  France, 
and  ftationed  on  the  frontiers.  The 
other  Swifs  cantons  difpatched  their 
quotas  to  the  defence  of  Berne, 
which  amounted  to  about  5,500 
men.  A  truce  had  been  concluded 
with  the  French  general  in  the 
Pays-de-Vaud,  where  an  officer  of 
the  name  of  Brune  had  fucceeded 
Menard  in  the  command.  The 
truce  was  to  have  expired  on  the 
1  ft  of  March;  but  general  d/Er- 
lach,  fearful  left  the  fpirit  of 
his  troops  fhould  flacken,  de¬ 
manded,  on  the  26th  of  February, 
U  4  positive 
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pofitive  orders  to  put  his  army  in 
motion,  and  the  council  imme¬ 
diately  made  a  decree  to  that  effect. 
The  plan  of  the  campaign  was  now 
arranged  by  M.  d’Erlach,  and  no¬ 
tice  had  been  given  to  the  polls 
that  hoflilit ies  were  to  commence 
on  the  evening  of  the  iB  of  March  ; 
when  the  movements  of  the  Svvifs 
general  were  fruftrated  by  the  re¬ 
peal  of  the  decree  which  had  been 
fo  hallily  palled,  and  the  negotia¬ 
tion  was  renewed  with  the  French 
commander. 

M.  Mallet  du  Pan  afferts,  that 
the  French  general,  Brune,  had 
agreed  to  prolong  the  truce  for  thir¬ 
ty  hours ;  but,  on  the  2d  of  March, 
the  caftle  of  Dornach,  at  the  north* 
ern  extremity  of  the  canton  of  So- 
Jeure,  was  attacked  and  carried 
by  the  French  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time, ’13,000  men  were  marched 
under  the  walls  of  Soleure,  which 
capitulated  to  general  Schawen- 
bourg  on  the  Brit  fumrnons.  Fri¬ 
bourg  was  immediately  after  re¬ 
duced  by  general  Brune,  and  the 
Swifs  army  was  forced  to  retreat. 

While  difaffecftion  and  mutiny 
pervaded  the  army  of  general 
D’Erlach,  the  inhabitants  of  Berne 
faw  the  rapid  approach  of  the  vic¬ 
torious  enemy.  On  the  3d  of 
March,  the  levy  of  the  Landsthurm^oy, 
as  the  French  would  exprefs  it,  the 
riling  of  the  people  in  a  rnafs, 
was  proclaimed.  The  expedient 
did  not  fucceed  in  favour  of  the 
magi  11  rates. — The  people  were  no 
fooner  aflembled  in  arms  than  they 
of  themfelves  dilTolved  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  a  provifional  regency  was 
elected  for  the  occafion  ;  the  event 
was  notiiied  to  general  Brune;  and  to 
facilitate  a  pacification, an  order  was 
ilTued  to  difmifs  the  army,  on  con¬ 
dition  that  the  French  would  keep 
(he  polls  they  at  prefent  occupied. 
Uuferisfied  with  this  concelfion. 


the  French  general  infilled  upcm 
the  town  receiving  a  French  gar- 
rifon.  In  the  mean  time  all  was 
confulion,  both  in  Berne  and  iix 
the  army  ;  the  left  divilion  of  which 
had  mutinied,  deferted  their  polls, 
and  put  to  death  fome  of  their  of¬ 
ficers.  By  defertion,  the  Swifs  ar¬ 
my  was  now  reduced  to  14,000,  to 
which  might  be  added  the  undifcD 
plined  rabble,  which  the  Lands - 
thurm  had  called  forth.  About 
8000  of  the  regular  forces  were  {la" 
tioned  at  Neweneg,  and  6,400  held 
the  pofition  of  Frauenbrun,  a.gainft 
which  general  Schawenbourg  ad¬ 
vanced  from  Soleure,  at  the  head 
of  1 8,000  men.  On  the  morning 
of  the  5th  of  March,  both  polls 
were  attacked  by  the  French,  and 
a  momentary  fuccefs  feerned  to 
crown  the  valorous  efforts  of  the 
divifion  which  was  llationed  at 
Neweneg;  but  the  forces  llationed 
at  Frauenbrun  were,  after  a  vigor¬ 
ous  relillance,  obliged  to  retreat ; 
M.  D’Erlach  rallied  his  men  at 
Uteren,  where  a  fecond  engage¬ 
ment  took  place,  but  with  no  bet¬ 
ter  fuccefs  on  the  part  of  the  Swifs. 
At  Grauholtz,  a  league  and  a  half 
from  Berne,  however,  they  again 
made  a  Band  ;  whence  they  were 
driven  to  the  gates  of  the  capital, 
where,  after  another  fevere  con¬ 
flict,  they  were  completely  routed. 
The  Swifs,  in  this  engagement,  loft 
2,000  in  killed  and  wounded;  the 
lofs  of  the  French  was  about  1,800. 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th,  ge¬ 
neral  Brune  entered  the  city  of 
Berne  by  capitulation.  The  divi- 
fions  of  the  Swifs  army,  Bationed 
at  Neweneg  and  Guminen  retreat¬ 
ed  :  the  foldiers  of  this  laft  co¬ 
lumn,  in  defpair,  put  their  officers 
to  death;  and  the  unfortunate  ge¬ 
neral  D’Erlach,  in  flying  from  the 
field  of  -  battle,  was  murdered  by 
his  countrymen  and  foldiers, 
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The  fubmiffion  of  nearly  the 
whole  of  Switzerland  followed  the 
defeat  of  the  Bernefe.  The  demo¬ 
cratic  republics,  however,  flill  made 
a  glorious  (land ;  defeated  general 
Schawenbourg,  and  forced  him  to 
retire,  with  the  lofs  of  3,000  men, 
after  he  had  confented  to  a  treaty, 
by  which  he  engaged  not  to  enter 
the  fmaller  cantons. 

The  Swifs  confederacy,  after  this 
revolution,  changed  its  conftituHon, 
and  .even  its  name.  Provifional  go¬ 
vernments,  under  the  direction  qf 
the  French  generals,  were  eftabiifli- 
ed  in  the  different  diftridfs,  and  the 
whole  a  (Turned  the  name  of  the 
Helvetic  republic.  Exactions  and 
contributions  were  levied,  as  ufual, 
by  the  French  commiffioners ;  and 
iome  fhocking  enormities  are  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  committed, 
chiefly  by  the  army  of  the  Rhine  ; 
for  the  divifions  which  belonged  to 
the  army  of  Italy  are  faid  to  have 
conducted  themfelves  with  fupe- 
rior  humanity  and  juftice. 

Such  is  the  hafty  (Fetch,  which, 
from  the  fcanty  materials  that  lie 
‘before  us,  we  have  been  able  to 
form  of  thefe  tranfa&ions.  In  our 
fucceeding  volume  we  fhall  prefent 
our  readers  with  a  more  detailed 
and  more  authentic  narrative. 

The  French  dire&ory  had  ren¬ 
dered  themfelves  ridiculous  by  their 
bombaftic  proclamations  and  de¬ 
crees  againft  the  government  of 
Great  Britain.  Though  the  pom¬ 
pous  title  of  the  Army  of  England, 
however,  was  announced  to  the 
people  of  France,  it  foon  appear¬ 
ed  that  their  threats  were  an  empty 
delufion  to  captivate  the  multitude, 
and  to  iuil  them  into  confidence  by 
belief  in  an  enterprife,  which,  even 
in  the  higheft  paroxyfm  of  revolu¬ 
tionary  madnefs,  they  did  not  dare 
to  attempt.  With  that  ficklenefs 
which  always  chara&erifes  weak 
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ftatefmen,  the  frantic  project  of  aa 
invafion  of  England  was  changed 
for  another  fcarcely  lefs  abfurd. 
We  have  no  documents  before  us 
which  authentically  explain  the  ob¬ 
ject  propofed  by  thefe  contempti¬ 
ble  politicians  from  the  expedition 
of  Buonaparte  into  Egypt.  It  was 
believed  that  his  object  was  to  pe¬ 
netrate  either  bv  the  ifthmus  of 
Suez,  or  by  the  Red-Sea,  to  the 
Indian  Ocean,  to  embark  his  troops, 
and,  by  a  co-operation  with  Tippoo 
fultan,  to  endeavour  the  overthrow 
of  the  Britifh  empire  in  the  Eafh 
To  us  it  appears  probable,  that  the 
directory  in  this  wild  undertaking 
had  no  definite,  and  certainly  no 
rational  object.  After  the' treaty  of 
Campo-Formio,  the  army  became 
a  burden,  which  they  found  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  fupport,  and  which  it 
might  be  dangerous  to  their  autho¬ 
rity  to  maintain.  The  invafion  of 
England  was  found  to  be  totally 
impradlicable.  -—  The  fleet  which 
Ihould  convey  the  troops  would  cer¬ 
tainly  experience  nothing  but  de¬ 
feat  from  the  acknowledged  fupe- 
riority  of  the  Britifii  navy,  and 
they  were  apprehend ve  of  the  re- 
a&ion  fuch  a  calamity  might  create. 
To  avoid  thefe  difficulties,  and  to 
find  occupation  for  the  a£tive,  and, 
perhaps,  dangerous  fpirit  of  Buo¬ 
naparte,  an  expedition  was  plan¬ 
ned  to  difpatch  him  to  a  diftant 
(bore,  where  fuccefs  or  misfortune 
could  little  intereff  the  nation,  and 
where  his  defeat  could  excite  no 
reaction  or  murmurs,  which  might 
endanger-  themfelves.  The_  con- 
fummate  vanity  of  this  otherwife 
excellent  officer  was  a  convenient 
inftrument  in  the  hands  of  cunning 
men;  and  the  deliverer  of  the  Eaft 
was  too  pompous  a  title  for  the 
conqueror  of  Italy  to  refift. — Such, 
at  lead:,  appears  to  us  for  the  pre¬ 
fent,  the  origin  of  this  expedition. 

—More 
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— More  correft  information  will 
probably  enable  ns  in  our  next  vo¬ 
lume  to  fpeak  more  fatisfadlorily  on 
the  fubject. 

The  fcheme  was  obfcurely  inti¬ 
mated  to  the  council  of  live  hun¬ 
dred  by  Efchafftreaux,  on  the  i  th 
of  April,  in  a  fpeeeh,  or  report, 
which  he  made  on  the  fubjedt  of 
colonifation.  From  that  report, 
the  foie  object  appears  to  have  been 
the  eftablifhing  a  colony  in  Egypt, 
and  u  to  regenerate  (in  the  new 
language  of  France)  a  country 
which  was  the  hr  it  theatre  of  civi- 
lifation  in  the  univerfe.”  While 
preparations  were  making  fecretly 
for  the  expedition,  the  public  were 
amufed  with  ftrange  and  monftrous 
Rories  of  rafts,  to  be  conftrudted 
for  the  invafion  of  England,  and 
troops  were  collected  on  the  north¬ 
ern  coaft  of  France,  while  the  na¬ 
vy  of  the  republic  were  fecretly  re¬ 
pairing  to  Toulon.  At  length, 
every  thing  being  duly  prepared, 
the  general,  Buonaparte,  embarked 
on  board  the  fleet,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  admiral  Brueysp  with  about 
40,000  men,  chiefly  the  veterans 
of  the  Italian  army,  and  failed  from 
Toulon  in  the  latter  end  of  May. 
Allured  probably  by  the  fame  of  its 
riches,  Malta  was  their  fir  IF  defti- 
nation.  They  arrived  off  that  ifland 
011  the  9th  of  June,  and  demanded 
leave  to  water  the  fleet.  Appre- 
henfive,  however,  of  admitting  fo 
formidable  an  armament,  the grand- 
maflerj'efufed,  and  the  F*ench  ve- 
neral  prepared  for  an  attack  upon 
the  place.  The  following  day  the 
French  troops  landed,  under  a  hea¬ 
vy  cannonade  from  the  forts.  The 
ifland  of  Gozzo  was  taken  by  one 
detachment,  while  the  fouthern 
parts  of  the  ifland  was  reduced  by 
another.  The  bulk  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  took  refuge  in  the  garrifon, 
while  the  French  made  preparations 


to  prefs  the  fiege  with  effect.  The 
refiffance  made  by  the  Maltefe  was, 
however,  feeble  on  the  whole.  A 
fortie  was  attempted  from  the  gar¬ 
rifon,  which  the  French  immediate¬ 
ly  repulfed,  and  the  ftanda  d  of  the 
order  of  Malta  fell  into  the  hand® 
of  the  victors.  On  the  nth,  the 
grand -maffer  propofed  a  capitula¬ 
tion,  by  which  the  whole  of  the 
ifland,  and  all  its  dependencies,  were 
furrendered  to  the  republic. 

The  victorious  general,  after 
leaving  a  garrifon  of  about  4,000 
men  in  Malta,  proceeded  on  his 
voyage  about  the  2  iff  of  June, 
and  arrived  at  Alexandria  on  the 
iff  of  July,  having  efcaped  the 
Britifh  fquadron,  which  was  de¬ 
tached  in  purfuit  of  him,  under 
the  command  of  admiral  Nelfon. 
His  former  fortune  appeared  to  fa¬ 
vour  all  his  firft  efforts.  The  town 
of  Alexandria  was  taken  bv  aflault 
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on  the  night  of  the  5th,  with  the 
lofs  of  between  two  and  three 
bundled  men.  An  almoft  indifcri- 
minate  plunder  and  maflacre  fuc- 
ceeded  the  affault ;  a  circumftance 
which  the  general  probably  was 
unable  to  reftrain,  otherwife  it  cer¬ 
tainly  was  the  word:  of  policy  in  a 
country  which  he  wifhed  to  conci¬ 
liate,  and,  indeed,  contrary  to  his 
general  conduct  in  the  Italian  war. 
Rofetta,  and  fome  other  places, 
foon  after  fubmitted  ;  and  wiihing 
to  mingle  conciliation  with  terror, 
Buonaparte  iffued  a  proclamation, 
in  the  Arabic  language,  profefling 
himfelf  the  friend  and  ally  of  the 
grand-honor  ;  that  the  French  were 
friends  of  toleration,  and  well  dif- 
pofed  to  the  Mahometan  religion  ; 
and  that  his  foie  obje£t  was  to  deli¬ 
ver  Egypt  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
Beys..  i 

On  the  2 iff,  the  French  army- 
appeared  before  Cairo,  which  was 
defended  by  Morad  Bey  with  a  con- 
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fiderable  body  of  the  Mamelukes. 
On  the  23d,  the  place  was  attacked 
and  carried  ;  the  Mamelukes  fought 
with  determfhed  valour,  but  fell 
before  the  fuperior  tallies  of  Euro¬ 
pean  veterans.  At  Cairo  a  procla¬ 
mation  was  iffiied,  appointing  a  pro- 
vifional  government  for  Egypt,  in 
which  the  authority  of  the  grand- 
fignor  was  Hill  acknowledged,  and 
the  general  promiied  to  fecure  the 
pacha  of  Egypt  in  all  his  dignity 
and  power. 

Undifmayed,  however,  by  their 
former  defeats,  the  beys  ftill  at¬ 
tempted  to  rally,  and  a  formidable 
force  was  colledted  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Cairo.  On  the  25th, 
the  French  general  attacked  one 
of  their  polls  at  Lambabe,  when 
300  of  the  enemy  were  killed;  but 
this  was  only  a  plrelude  to  the  fa¬ 
mous  battle  of  the  pyramids,  which 
was  fought  on  the  fucceeding  day, 
and  which  decided  the  fate  of 
Egypt.  In  that  engagement,  twenty- 
three  beys,  with  all  the  forces  they 
could  bring  into  the  held,  were  com¬ 
pletely  defeated.  Two  thoufand 
of  the  Mamelukes  were  (lain,  and 
400  camels,  with  their  baggage, 
and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  were 
taken  ;  while  tiie  lofs  of  the  French 
is  only  eftimated  at  twenty  or  thirty 
killed,  and  about  120  wounded. 

Thus  the  fubjugation  of  Egypt 
appeared  to  be  complete;  but  a 
dreadful  reverie  of  fortune  now  a- 
waited  the  adventurers,  and  this 
hitherto  fortunate  commander  was 
to  experience  a  calamity  which  he 
has  never  been  able  to  furmount. 
On  the  ill  of  Auguft,  the  Britifli 
admiral,  Nelfon,  who  had  received 
a  reinforcement  of  ten  fail  of  the 
line,  appeared  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Nile  ;  and  he  no  fooner  difeovered 
the  enemy  than  he  made  difpofi- 
tions  for  the  attack.  The  French 
fleet  was  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of 
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Aboukir.  The  admiral’s  fhip  had 
120  guns,  and  above  1,000  men; 
three  had  eighty  guns  each ;  and 
nine  had  only  feventy-four..  They 
were  drawn  up  near  the  fhore  in  a 
ftrong  and  compact  line  of  battle, 
flanked  by  four  frigates  and  many 
gun-boats,  and  protected  ih  the  vail 
by  a  battery,  planted  on  a  fmall 
iiland.  Their  fituation,  therefore, 
was  extremely  advantageous  for  de¬ 
fence  ;  but  the  great  danger  of  an 
attack  did  not  deter  the  Britifli  ad¬ 
miral  from  making  the  attempt. 
Fie  had  as  many  fhips  of  the  line 
as  the  French  commander,  and  he 
ftrengthened  his  line  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  fhip  of  fifty  guns; 
but,  in  approaching  the  enemy,  he 
was  deprived  of  the  afliftance  of 
the  Culloden,  as  it  ftruck  upon  a 
flioal,  from  which  it  could  not  be 
extricated  before  the  next  morning. 
Three  other  veflels  were  haftily  ad¬ 
vancing  in  its  rear;  but  the  acci¬ 
dent  warned  them  of  the  peril; 
and  they  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  ax- 
void  the  fboal. 

The  admiral  was  ftrongly  defir- 
ous  of  breaking  the  line  of  the 
French,  and  furrounding  a  part  of 
their  fleet;  and  he  ably  executed 
his  purpofe.  At  fun-fet  the  en¬ 
gagement  commenced;  and  both 
parties  fought  with  great  fpirit. 
While  the  victory  was  yet  unde¬ 
cided,  admiral  Brueys  received  two 
wounds ;  and,  having  changed  his 
fituation,  he  was  expofed  to  a  frefh 
fliot,  which  deprived  him  of  life. 
When  the  aCtion  had  continued  for 
two  hours,  two  of  the  French  fhips 
were  captured  ;  a  third  ftruck  foon 
after;  and  the  whole  van  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Englifh,  who 
eagerly  proceeded  to  a  completion 
of  their  victory.  L’Orient,  the 
French  admiral’s  fhip  was  warmly- 
engaged  with  feveral  of  the  hoftiie 
veflels,  when  an  explofion  indi¬ 
cated 
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cated  the  danger  of  a  conflagra¬ 
tion.  The  flames  made  a  rapid 
progrefs;  and  all  endeavours  to 
check  their  fury  were  ineffectual. 
G.anteaume,  who  had  aflhmed  the 
command,  ordered  the  crew  to 
quit  the  fin  ip.  and  hehimfelf  feafon- 
abiy  retired  ;  but  only  a  fmall  num¬ 
ber  efcaped  deffriidtion,  when,  a- 
b.out  four  hours  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  conflidt,  the  \ 
burning  veflel  blew  up  with  a 
dreadful  explofion. 

The  engagement  was.profecuted 
at  intervals  till  day-break  ;  and  on¬ 
ly  two  of  the  French  (hips  of  the 
line,  and  two  frigates,  efcaped  cap¬ 
ture  or  deftrudtion  *.  Captain 
Hood,  in  the  Zealous,  purfued  the 
retiring  veffels  ;  but  he  was  foon 
recalled  by  the  admiral,  as  none  of 
the  (hips  could  fupport  him  in  the 
chafe. 

It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that 
fuch  a  vidtory  could  be  obtained 
v/ithout  a  conflderable  lofs  of  lives. 
In  the  Britifli  fleet,  fixteen  officers, 
and  202  feamen  and  marines,,  were 
killed;  and  677  individuals  were 
wounded,  in  the  Majeftic  alone 
were  fifty  vidtims,  and  captain 
Weftcott  fell  among  the  reft.  The 
French  lofs  has  been  varioufly 
Rated  ;  but  it  appears  to  have  been 
very  great.  With  regard  to  the 
prifoners,  it  is  mentioned  by  Gan- 
teaume,  in  an  intercepted  letter, 
that  3,100,  of  whom  Boo  were 
wounded,  were  reftored  by  the 
Briffh  admiral,  who,  leaving  a  part 
of  his  fleet  to  blockade  the  port  of 
Alexandria,  failed  towards  Sicily. 

Thus,  this  ill-flarred  and  indeed 
ill-concerted  expedition  ferved  no 
other  purpofe  than  to  fwell  the  tri¬ 
umphs  of  the  Britifli  navv,  and  to 
augment  the  power  of  an  enemy  at 


once  the  dread  and  the  abhorrence 

of  the  Gallic  rulers.  In  the  eves  of 

* 

men  of  fenfe,  the  projedt  could 
never  be  approved  ;  but  the  defeat 
of  the  iff  of  Auguft  put  upon  it, 
in  the  mind  of  every  man,  the  feal 
of  abfurdity;  and,  from  that  mo¬ 
ment,  Buonaparte,  and  perhaps  his 
government,  might  be  confidered 
as  ruined. 

The  proceedings  of  the  French 
legiflature,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
year  1798,  were  trifling  in  genera], 
and  Icarcely  worthy  of  the  notice 
of  the  hi  dorian,  in  the  month  of 
Aoril  the  eledtion  of  the  new  third 

1 

took  place. '  The  diredtory  had 
employed  every  effort  to  fecure  the 
fuffrages  of  the  people  in  favour  of 
their  own  creatures ;  but  fuch  were 
the  fentiments,  and  probably  the 
refentnent  of  the  nation,  that  all 
thefe  efforts  were  unfuccefsful.  As 
the  diredtory  had  effabliflied  their 
power  by  trampling  under  foot  the. 
cOnfiitution,  to  preferve  their  feats, 
a  new  violation  was  offered  to  li¬ 
berty  and  the  laws  of  the  republic. 
A  meffage  was  fent  from  the  direc¬ 
tory  to  the  council  of  five  hundred, 
on  the  2d  of  May.  After  enume¬ 
rating  the  various  efforts  which  the 
enemies  of  the  republic  had  made, 
upon  fimilar  occalions,  to  introduce 
rovalifts  and  anarchifts  into  the  le- 
gillative  affemblies,  the  meffage  a f- 
ferts,  “  that  if  ever  there  were  a 
period  in  which  the  republic  might 
appear  fuperior  to  the  perfidious 
hopes  fo  often  conceived  for  its 
deltrudtion,  and  fo  often  difap- 
pointed,  it  would  be  when,  tri¬ 
umphant  without,  and  feated  upon 
the  innumerable  .trophies  which  fhe 
has  gained,  (lie  reckons  almoft  as 
many  victories  as  foldiers.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  this,  there  does 


*  Nine  fail  of  the  line  were  taken,  and  one  (betides  L’ Orient)  was  burned,  her  ovh  cap¬ 
tain.  fetUng  fire  to  her.  A  frigate  ally  v,  as  burned  by  her  commander. 
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exift  an  anarchical  confpiracy  to 
make  the  primary  and  electoral  af- 
femblies  the  nurferies  of  future 
plots.’'  The  directory  next  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  ftate  the  revival  of  anar¬ 
chy  from  the  re- eftabli fitment  of 
conftitutional  circles  ;  they  parti¬ 
cularly  point  out  Stratsburg,  Per¬ 
pignan,  La  Sarche,  Metz,  Vernnoul, 
and  Paris,  as  places  where  the  elec¬ 
tions  were  influenced  by  the  in¬ 
trigues  of  the  anarchifts.  The  mef- 
lage  concluded  with  hoping,  that 
the  council  would  not  permit  men 
loaded  with  every  crime  to  fit  In 
the  legiflature ;  and  that  they  would 
mark  with  reprobation  thofe  infa¬ 
mous  choices,  equally  derogatory 
from  the  dignity  of  the  republic 
and  their  own  independence. 

An  obfequious  committee  was 
appointed  to  make  a  report  upon 
this  meflage :  on  the  7th  of  May  a 
report  was  accordingly  made  and 
brought  up.  It  ftated  the  neceffity 
of  excluding  from  the  legiflature  the 
partifans  of  the  two  great  faftions 
which  agitated  the  republic,  the 
anarchifts  and  the  royalifts.  The 
reporter  moved  a  plan  containing 
eightv-eight  articles;  the  firft  of 
which  was  to  annul  all  the  decifions 
that  had  been  pronounced  on  indi- 
vidual  election  cafes,  in  fo  far  as 
thev  were  inconfiftent  with  the  new 

y 

difpofition  to  be  adopted. 

The  other  part  of  the  plan  went 
to  validate,  or  invalidate  partially, 
the  operations  of  the  different  elec- 
torial  affemblies  of  the  republic,  by 
rejecting  members  of  the  fame  ,  de¬ 
putation,  thofe  whole  election  was 
afcribed  to  intrigue  and  the  fpirit  of 
faftion. 

General  Jourdan  moft  juftly  con- 
fidered  t lie  plan  as  hoftile  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  people,  and  to 
the  freedom  of  the  conftitution. 
Before  the  council  took  upon  itfelf 
to  aft  as  a  national  jury,  the  exift- 


HISTORY. 

erice  of  the  confpiracy  oifgfyt  to  be 
proved.  Bouchin  and  Juifot  fpoke 
on  the  fame  fide,  and  oppofed  a 
general  profcription. 

Audouin  contended,  that  the  in- 
tereft  of  individuals  mull  yield  to 
that  of  the  ftate,  and  that  the  mea- 
fure  propofed  was  necefiary  to  the 
conftitution,  and  the  maintena  n  ce  of 
true  liberty.  The  plan  was  at  length 
adopted,  and  Bailleul  took  occation 
to  declare,  that  the  report  was  the 
prod u ion  of  the  committee,  and 
not  of  the  direftory,  as  had  been 
infinuated. 

By  this  unprincipled  meafure, 
the  cleftions  of  fix  or  feven  de¬ 
partments  were  annulled  in  tott> ; 
befides  thofe  of  a  great  number  of 
individuals. 

About  the  fame  period  the  nego¬ 
tiator  Treiihard  was  chofen  to  fuc- 
ceed  Francis  de  Neiffchateau,  who 
was  the  direftor  deftined  to  vacate 
his  feat. 

As  the  negotiations  at  Raftadt 
were  not  terminated  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  year,  we  (ball  referve  an 
authentic  detail  of  them  for  our 
fucceeding  volume.  We  fhaii  then 
prefent  our  readers  with  a  copious 
retrofpeft,  compiled  from  the  moft 
unqueftionable  authorities,  which 
will  not  fail  to  throw  new  light  on 
moft  of  the  faffs  related  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  chapter.  Towards  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  year  a  ftorm  hep  a  11  to 
col  left:  in  the  northern  horizon, 
which  threatens,  if  not  to  make 
fhipwreck  of  the  French  republic, 
at  leaft  to  difmantle  it  of  fome  of 
the  proudeft  of  its  trophies. 

To  the  ambition,  rapacity,  igno¬ 
rance,  and  folly  of  the  late  direc¬ 
tory,  the  French  nation  will  have 
to  attribute  whatever  misfortunes 
may  hereafter  befall  them.  Their 
infolence  and  their  foilv  was  e- 
vinced  in  the  abrupt  and  fhamefui 
termination  of  the  negotiations  at 
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Lille;  and  their  ignorance  of  the 
politics  of  foreign  courts  was 
proved  by  their  difpatching  (at  a 
moment  when  they  ought  to  have 
'  dreaded  a  new  and  formidable  coa- 
lition)  their  ablell  general,  with  the 
flower  of  their  army,  on  the  wildeil 
project  that  ever  a  difordered  ima¬ 
gination  could  conceive. 

Attached  firmly  as  we  are  to  the 
caufe  of  general  liberty,  we  fhall 
not  regret  to  fee  French  ambition 
humbled,  and  a  feafonable  check 
given  to  a  career  of  conqueft  which 
threatened  to  bury  in  confufion 
and  defolation  the  European  world. 
More  will,  however,  depend  on  the 
prudence  of  the  fovereigns  engaged 
in  the  new  confederacy  than  on 
the  valour  of  their  arms.  Happy 
for  them,  for  us,  and  for  mankind, 
if  they  fliall  know  when  to  flop ! 
Let  them  beware  of  again  goading 
to  defperation  a  nation,  which, 
with  all  its  faults,  is  brave  even  to 
heroifm,  and  /killed  in  the  art  of 


war  above  its  contemporaries.  The 
confederated  powers  will,  we  trull, 
embrace  the  firll  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  reftoring  peace, — for  it  is 
peace,  and  not  war  (we  again  re¬ 
peat  it),  which  will  effectually  a- 
bridge  the  power  and  fet  limits  to 
the  encroachments  of  the  French 
republic.  If  peace  were  reftored, 
France  would  then  begin  to  feel 
the  wounds  fhe  has  received  ;  and 
we  will  venture  to  predict,  that  it 
will  be  long  indeed  before  (lie  will 
be  able  again  to  embark  in  a  war. 
In  the  mean  time  contefts  will  in¬ 
evitably  arife  between  the  different 
factions  in  the  interior  of  the  re¬ 
public.  They  will  weaken  one 
another  more  than  they  can  be 
weakened  by  foreign  efforts.  The 
prefent  ill-conftrudted  fabric  will 
inevitably  fall;  and  a  gpvernment 
will,  we  trull,  be  inflituted  in  its 
Head  more  favourable  to  the  liber¬ 
ties,  the  peace,  and  happinefs  of 
mankind. 
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PRINCIPAL  OCCURRENCES 


In  the  Year  1798* 


JANUARY. 


i.npHE  election  of  ati  aiderman 
X  for  the  ward  of  Farringdon 
without,  in  the  room  of  John 
Wilkes,  efq.  filially  terminated  this 
day  in  favour  of  Mr.  Price;  who, 
having  a  majority  of  207  votes  over 
Mr.  Waddington,  was  declared  du¬ 
ly  elected.  The  numbers  on  the 
three  days  poll  were, 

Mr.  Price.  Mr.  Waddingtoti. 
Friday  188  179 

Saturday  280  167 

Monday  138  53 


606  399 

2.  The  late  heavy  rains  have 
been  fo  feverely  injurious  to  the 
land  in  feveral  parts  of  Gkmcef- 
terfhire  and  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
tries,  as  to  render  it  quite  impoffible 
to  fow  the  wheats  even  till  this  ad¬ 
vanced  period.  The  Thames  has 
overflowed  its  banks,  and  laid  the 
fields  on  each  fide  the  high  road 
quite  under  water  for  a  mile  in 
extent  between  Cirencefter  and 
Hampton.  The  fheep  are  driven 
from  their  paftures,  and  cannot 
even  be  turned  into  the  turnip- 
fields,  on  account  of  the  lands  be¬ 
ing  too  wet,  as  the  dirt  they  col¬ 
led!  there  becomes  too  injurious  to 
the  fleece. 

Fro?rt  the  London  Gazette ,  Jan  2. 

Parliament-  fi‘  eet,  Jan.  2.  A  let¬ 
ter,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
extradl,  has  been  received  from 

■1  \ 


Peter  Le  Mefurier,  efq.  goVef- 
nor  of  the  ifland  of  Alderney, 
by  the  right  horn  Henry  Dundas, 
one  of  his  majefty’s  principal  fecre* 
taries  of  flate,  dated  Alderney,  the 
23th  of  December,  1797. 

I  have  the  honour  of  informing 
you,  that  yefterday  afternoon,  at 
three  o’clock,  a  French  cutter  pri¬ 
vateer  had  the  boldnefs  to  chafe 
the  Ann  cutter,  of  Haffings,  clofe 
under  one  of  our  batteries,  which 
file  was  juft  on  the  point  of  board¬ 
ing  with  her  boat,  when  the  bat¬ 
tery  opened  and  obliged  the  French 
to  iheer  off. 

Having  obferved  that  the  Eng* 
lifti  veffel  outfailedthe  enemy  while 
there  was  a  breeze,  and  that  the 
privateer  was  not  of  great  force,  I 
judged  it  probable  that  (lie  might 
be  captured  by  the  troops  of  the 
garrifon,  and  therefore  ordered  a 
detachment,  with  an  officer,  to  em¬ 
bark  in  the  fame  veffel  that  had 
been  chafed,  and  in  another  that 
fortunately  happened  to  be  in  the 
road,  having  previoufly  promifed 
fome  gratuity  to  the  owners,  and 
in  a  few  hours  I  learned,  with  much 
fatisfaftion,  that  the  privateer  was 
brought  into  our  harbour. 

She  proves  to  be  the  Epervier, 
captain  Pierce,  with  twenty  four 
men,  mounting  three  guns,  two 
fwivels,  and  fmall-arms,  belonging 
to  Dunkirk,  but  fitted  out  at  Ctief- 
burgh,  on  a  fortnight’s  cruife  from, 
the  17th  inftant ;  had,  on  the  2  ift, 
(A  2)  takers 
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taken  the  brig  Ann,  Le  Hirrel, 
matter,  from  Gafpe  to  Jerley,  with 
fi(h,  and  yefterday  morning  a  fmall 
veffel,  bound  from  hence  to  Eng¬ 
land,  both  which  captures  had  been 
noticed  from  this  ifland. 

I  cannot  too  much  praife  the 
readinefs  and  alacrity  {hewn  by 
major  Gordon,  the  officers,  and 
foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  my  orders  on  this  occa- 
fion  ;  for  the  day  was  fo  far  fpent, 
that  one  quarter  of  an  hour’s  delay 
might  have  fruflrated  all  our  exer¬ 
tions;  but  I  am  in  duty  bound  to 
tettify  my  particular  obligations  to 
town-major  Hainell,  who  folicited 
to  be  employed,  and  inttantaneouf- 
ly  embarking,  effeeled  the  capture 
without  any  lofs. 

I  am  further  happy  in  reporting, 
that  our  battery  was  well  ferved, 
as  out  of  three  (hot  fired  within 
reach,  one  patted  through  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fails,  and  another  killed  a  man 
on  board. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  the  Delphine, 
a  French  privateer  cutter,  pierced'for 
logons,  4 mounted, and  38  men,  by 
his  majetty’s  fhip  Niger,  capt.  Ed¬ 
ward  Griffith.  She  had  capture  !  the 
Acttive  brigantine,  of  Jerfey,  and 
had  been  beat  off  the  night  before 
we  fell  in  with  her  by  an  Englifli 
letter  of  marque. — Alfo,  the  French 
privateer  fchooner  Le  Vidloire,  of 
14  guns  and  74  men,  by  his  majef- 
ty’s  fhip  Termagant,  capt.  Lloyd, 
after  a  chafe  of  four  hours.  She 
had  captured  two  colliers,  and  was 
in  purfuit  of  an  Englifh  merchant¬ 
man,  when  firft  difeovered. 

A  common  hall  was  held  *at 
Guildhall,  for  the  purpofe  of  elect¬ 
ing  a  proper  perfon  to  fill  the  office 
of  chamberlain,  vacant  by  the  death 
of  the  late  John  Wilkes,  efq.  Af¬ 
ter  the  recorder  had  formally  ex- 

j 

plained  the  purpofe  of  the  meeting, 
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Mr.  Wilfon  propofed  fir  Watkin. 
Lewes,  which  being  feconded  by 
Mr.  Griffiths,  fir  Watkin  came 
forward  and  addreffed  the  livery. 

Mr.  Clarke,  the  other  candidate, 
then  fhortly  addreffed  the  livery, 
and  on  a  fhow  of  hands  there  ap¬ 
peared  about  ten  to  one  in  his  fa¬ 
vour  :  notwithftanding  which  fir 
Watkin  demanded  a  poll,  which 
commenced  at  half  paft  two  and 
clofed  at  four,  and  upon  catting  up 
the  numbers,  they  appeared  as  fol¬ 
low  : 

Mr.  Clarke  —  393 

Sir  W.  Lewes  48 


Majority  343 

At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  fir  Wat¬ 
kin  declined  giving  any  further 
trouble,  and  Mr.  Clarke  was  con- 
fequently  duly  elected. 

6.  This  day  paffports  were  ferat 
off,  by  the  commiffioners  for  French 
prifoners,  for  a  French  agent  to 
come  to  this  country,  to  fuperin- 
tend  and  have  charge  of  the  provi- 
fioning  the  French  prifoners.  It 
is  now  agreed  upon  between  the 
two  countries,  that  the  prifoners  of 
each  fliall  be  maintained  at  the  cott 
of  their  refpeCtive  countries,  the 
markets  of  both  being  open  to  the 
agent  refiding  therein. — The  pri¬ 
foners  in  both  are  likewife  to  be 
kept  in  two  or  three  places  of  ge¬ 
neral  rendezvous,  in  place  of  being 
fcattered  over  the  country  as  here¬ 
tofore.  This  country  will  fave  near 
half  a  million  a  year  by  this  ar¬ 
rangement. 

7.  Count  Rumford  has  made  a 
donation  to  the  Royal  Society  of 
1000I.  in  the  3  per  cents,  for  the 
purpofe  of  inftituting  a  biennia! 
prize  medal,  to  be  difpofed  of  by 
the  decifion  of  the  prefident  and 
council  of  the  Royal  Society. 

9.  Charles  Crawley  and  Jofeph 
Robinfon,  two  feamen  belonging 

to 
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to  his  majefty’s  (hip  Tromp,  were 
executed  this  morning;  at  Spithead, 
for  mutiny  on  board  that  veflel, 
during  her  paflage  home  from  St. 
Helena. 

The  London  Gazette  contains 
an  account  of  the  capture  of  L’A- 
venture  letter  of  marque,  formerly 
the  Onflow  Guineaman,  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  mounting  xo  four  and  i  eight 
pounders,  and  had  on  board,  when 
captured,  190  men,  by  his  majef- 
ty’s  fhip  Mermaid,  capt. /Newman. 

10.  At  the  Old  Bailey  feflioias 
this  day,  Robert  Reeves  was  put  to 
the  bar  on  a  charge  of  forgery. 

Mr.  Fielding,  on  the  part  of  the 
profecution,  addreffed  the  jury.  He 
©bferved  that  the  crime  imputed  to 
the  prifoner  was  no  lefs  than  for¬ 
gery,  a  conviction  of  which  to 
their  fatisfaCtion  would  be  attended 
with  the  forfeiture  of  his  life ;  and 
for  that  reafon,  as  well  as  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  being  a  crime  that 
ilruck  fo  deep  at  the  root  of  the 
commerce  and  money  tranfa&ions 
of  the  country,  deferved  their  moll 
ferious  attention.  The  profecu¬ 
tion  was  carried  on,  on  the  part  of 
the  directors  of  the  bank,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  duty  they  owed  the 
public.  The  prifoner,  at  the  time 
of  his  apprehenfion,.  was  a  broker, 
in  which  fituation  he  had  adled  for 
fome  years.  Previous  to  his  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  bufinefs  of  a  broker,  he 
had  been  employed  in  fome  of  the 
departments  of  the  bank,  and  con- 
fequently  was  well  ikilled  in  all 
money  tranfaclions  relating  to  it. 
It  happened  in  the  year  1796,  that 
government  had  occafion  for  a  loan 
of  feven  millions  and  a  half,  the 
terms  of  which  were,  that  the  3  per 
cents  were  to  be  taken  as  at  67, 
and  according  to  that  rate  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  (hares  of  fuch  as  meant 
to  contribute  to  the  loan  was  to  be 
divided.  The  fubfcribers  were  alfa 


to  conform  to  this  condition,  name¬ 
ly,  that  if  a  perfon  fubfcribed  for 
one,  two,  or  ten  thoufand  pounds, 
he  was  to  pay  10  per  cent,  on  the 
fum  he  propofed  to  fubfcribe  for, 
fuch  advance  to  be  made  on  the 
26th  of  April,  and  the  remaining 
90  per  cent,  to  be  made  good  by 
(ix  fubfequent  payments  of  15  per 
cent.  each.  The  fecond  payment 
was  to  be  made  in  May,  and  the 
third  in  June.  In  the  a6t  of  par¬ 
liament  for  regulating;  the  terms  of 
the  loan,  it  was  provided,  that  if 
fubfcribers,  wifliing  to  complete 
their  loans,  did  not  make  good  their 
payments  within  a  fpecific  time, 
that  is  to  fay,  having  paid  the  10 
per  cent,  in  April,  if  they  did  not 
make  the  fecond  payment  in  May, 
the  firft:  fubfcription  became  for¬ 
feited  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 
This  (lock,  of  courfe,  formed  a 
confiderable  part,  of  the  bufinefs  of 
the  (lock  exchange.  The  prifoner 
was  acquainted  with  a  Mr.  William 
Afhforth,  who  refided  at  Wal¬ 
worth,  and  knowing  him  to  be  pof- 
fefled  of  money,  contrived  to  get 
out  of  him  fums  to  the  amount  of 
3  or  4000I.  The  application  of 
the  prifoner  to  Mr.  Afhforth  for 
the  loan  of  money  was  in  the 
month  of  June,  when  the  ftipulated 
periods  for  the  two  firft  payments 
on  the  fubfcription  to  the  loan  to 
government,  namely,  the  one  in 
April  and  the  other  in  May,  were 
part.  As  a  fecurity  for  the  money 
advanced  bv  Mr.  Afh forth,  the 
prifoner  depofited  in  his  hands, 
what,  in  the  language  of  the  Alley 
was  called  fcrip ;  the  firft  inftall- 
ment  of  which  had  been  duly  paid, 
and  the  receipt  figned  by  Mr.  C. 
Allier,  the  proper  clerk.  This 
fcrip,  or  receipts  to  the  amount  ot 
near  300,000!.  was  depofited  with 
Mr.  Afhforth  as  a  fecurity  for  what 
he  advanced.  It  happened  thas 
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this  loan,  after  the  firfl  payment  of 
io  per  cent,  was  made,  bore  a  very 
confiderabledifcount.and  many  pre- 
ferred  lofing  the  firft  inftallrrtent  al¬ 
together,  rather  than  running  the 
fubfcrquent  hazard  of  lofing  their 
fubfi  ription  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  this  fcrip  became  of  very 
trifling  value  indeed,  lb  much  fo, 
that  there  was  difcovered  in  the 
pofieffion  of  the  prifoner  flock  of 
this  kind  to  the  amount  of  near 
6o,oool.  After  the  prifoner  had 
made  the  depofit  of  this  fcrip,  the 
matter  relied  till  January  17 97, 
when  Mr.  Afhforth  conceiving  that 
fomething  more  was  neceiTary  to 
make  it  a,  good  fecurity  for  his  mo¬ 
ney,  applied  to  the  prifoner,  who 
went  with  him  to  the  bank  for  the 
purpofe  of-  getting  the  inflallments 
paid  up,  although  he  well  knew  the 
time  had  elapfed,  and  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  be  done.  The  priloner 
left  Mr.  Afhforth  in  the  rotunda  at 
the  bank ;  flaid  awav  about  two 
hours,  and  when  he  returned  faid 
he  had  paid  up  all  the  inflallments, 
and  could  give  him  the  mcfft  per¬ 
fect  fecurity.  The  prifoner  then 
returned  him  fix^receipts,  to  the 
amount  of  6oool.  beaming  on  the 
face  of  them  the  appearance  of 
every  payment  having  been  made 
at  the  proper  time,  and  figned  by 
the  cafhier  of  the  bank.  Thus 
was  the  forgery  completed  ;  but 
it  wras  not  till  the  Odlober  follow¬ 
ing  it  was  difcovered.  Mr.  Field¬ 
ing  faid  it  was  no  matter  whether 
the  receipts  were  adtually  figned 
by  the  prifoner  or  not,  the  quef- 
tion  was,  whether  he  had  not  ut? 
tered  them  knowing  the  name  to 
be  forged.  He  thought  from  the 
whole  of  the  circumflances,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  their  not 
being  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Al- 
lier,  and  confequently  that  the  pri- 
Joner  was  guilty  of  the  offence 
charged  in  the  indictment. 

•  .  *v  1  •'  > 


The  evidence  of  Mr.  Allier  was 
objected  to  by  Mr.  Wood,  one  of 
the  counfel  for  the  prifoner,  and 
the  court  determined  againft  ad- 
mining  his  teflimony  ;  however, 
it  was  proved  by  feveral  clerks  in 
the  bank,  who  were  acquainted 
with  his  hand-writing,  that  none 
of  the  receipts,  except  for  the  firlt 
advance  of  10  per  cent,  were  writ¬ 
ten  by  him. 

Mr.  A fli  forth  proved  the  feveral 
circumflances  as  ftated  by  the 
learned  counfel,  Mr.  Fielding. 

A  variety  of  legal  objections 
were  urged  bv  Mr.  Wood,  Mr. 
Knapp,  and  Mr.  Balfnanno,  but 
none  of  them  were  allowed, 

The  prifoner  being  called  upon 
for  his  defence,  faid,  that  the  loan 
in  1 796  feeming  likelv  to  yield  a 
confiderable  profit,  he  had  pur- 
chafed  fcrip  to  a  large  amount  for 
himfeifand  Mr,  Afhfor<'b,on  which 
he  had  made  the  firft  payment. 
Having  accounts  to  fettle  with  Mr. 
Afhforth,  he  had  depofited  a  confi¬ 
derable  quantity  with  him,  which, 
owing  to  an  illnefs  he  was  attacked 
with,  he  loft  the  opportunity  of 
paying  the  inflallments  in  their 
due  time  :  that  he  therefore  went 
to  the  flock  exchange,  and  purchaf- 
ed  other  fcrip  with  all  the  fub  fcrip- 
tions  paid  up,  but  from  whom  he 
purchafed  the  fame  he  could  not 
tell.  He  Hid  fcrip  was  confidered 
as  current  as  bank  notes  on  the 
flock  exchange,  and  it  was  ufuaj 
with  perfons  who  had  large  deal¬ 
ings  to  purchafe  fcrip  without 
making  any  minute  of  the  parties 
they  purchafed  of.  He  further 
faid,  if  he  had  had  any  idea  of 
his  having  committed  a  forgery, 
he  would  not  have  attended  the 
flock  exchange  till  the  very  hour 
and  minute  of  his  apprehenfion. 

Several  gentlemen  of  the  flock 
exchange  flatedj  that  it  was  not  un- 
ufual  in  the  hurry  of  bufinefs  to 

purchafe 
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purchafe  fcrip,  without  knowing 
from  whom,  but  on  being  croft>- 
•examined,  they  admitted  they  were 
5n  general  as  cireumfpedt  as  poffi- 
ble,  and  took  notes  of  the  feller  as 
well  as  the  party  for  whom  they 
bought. 

<•  O' 

Several  witnefTes  gave  the  prifo- 
ner  an  excellent  character,  after 
which  the  learned  judge  fummed 
up  the  evidence  with  the  utmoft 
precifion  and  candour,  obferving, 
that  the  principal  points  for  the 
jconfideration  of  the  jury  were,  whe¬ 
ther  the  prifoner  had  uttered  the 
receipts  knowing  them  to  be  forg¬ 
ed,  or  whether  he  had  fairly  pur- 
chafed  them  on  the  flock  exchange 
from  perfons  whom  in  the  hurry  of 
bufinefs  he  had  forgot. 

The  jury  retired  for  thirteen  mi¬ 
nutes,  and  foon  after  returned  with 
.a  verdidt — Guilty. 

Plymouth ,  Jnn.  13.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  1  ith,  the  Cerberus,  of 
32  guns,  captain  Drew,  arrived  in 
Cawfand  Bay,  from  Cork,  having 
under  her  convoy  the  Reynard,  of 
£0  guns,  and  Epervoir,  of  16  guns, 
french  privateers,  which  had  been 
captured  by  her  in  November  Jafl. 
During  the  night  of  the  10th,  and 
morning  of  the  1  ith,  the  wind  blew 
from  the  fouthward  with  great  vio¬ 
lence,  attended  by  a  very  heavy  fea, 
and  for  the  moft  part  hard  rain  ; 
this  ftate  of  the  weather  continued 
until  about  half  pafl  one  o’clock  P. 
1M.  when  the  wind  abated  confider- 
ably,  and  veered  a  little  to  the 
weflward  of  the  fouth.  All  the 
morning,  till  that  time,  the  Reynard 
was  in  great  danger  of  giving  on  the 
rocks  in  Fireftone  bay,  but  ihe  for¬ 
tunately  efcaped,  and  is  now  fafe 
in  Hamoaze.  As  foon  as  the  gale 
abated  a  little,  captain  Drew  of  the 
Cerberus,  Mr.  James  Drew',  adiing 
lieutenant  of  the  fame  fhip,  and  ne¬ 
phew  '  to  captain  Drew  $  captain 


Pulling,  late  cf  the  Penguin,  of  iS 
guns,  now  on  the  Cork  Ration,  Mr. 
Poore  and  Mr.  Da  ly,  midftbpmen, 
captain  D,.’s  coxfwain,  and  a  black 
fervant  belonging  to  captain  P.  to¬ 
gether  with  a  boat’s  crew  of  fix 
faijors,  left  Cawfand  Bay  in  the 
Cerberus’s  barge,  and  fleered  for 
Hamoaze,  captain  D  having  let¬ 
ters  from  admiral  Kingfmill  at 
Cork,  for  the  port  admiral  here : 
they  made  their  paifage  very  fafely, 
though  the  fea  ran  very  hollow, 
until  they  came  abreaft  of  Redding 
Point,  and  at  the  opening  of  Ha¬ 
moaze  ;  but  about  two  o’clock  P. 
M.  as  they  were  pa  fling  the  bridge, 

a  verv  narrow  channel,  fit u ate  be- 
*  ' 

tween  Mount  Edgcutnbe  and  St. 
Nicholas’s  Ifland,  they  found.,  not- 
withftanding  the  wind  had  much 
abated,  that  the  fwell  of  the  fea  was 
there  very  heavy*,  occafioned  by 
the  then  ftrong  ebb  tide  from 
the  harbour,  running  counter  to  the 
foutherlv  wind  at  fea.  The  ground 
beneath  being  very  rocky,  and  the 
water  flhbal,  although  we  may  fairly 
prefume,  that  the  utmoft  care  was 
taken  by  captain  Drew  to  guard  a- 
gainft  accidents,  he  could  not  pre¬ 
vent  the  melancholy  fate  which  a- 
waited  him  and  his  companions  : 
when  they  got  abreaft  nearly  of  St. 
Nicholas’s  Ifland,  a  heavy  fea  broke 
into  the  boat,  which  rendered  her 
fituation  very  dangerous:  captain 
Drew  now  became  alarmed,  and 
inftantly  pulled  off  his  coat  to  be 
prepared  for  the  worft,  at  the  fame 
time  advifing  all  hands  in  the  boat 
to  confider  of  the  beft  means  of 
faving  their  lives,  in  cafe  any  Dili 
more  imminent  danger  fhould  a- 
rife  :  his  fears  were  foon  realifed, 
for  the  fea  which  firft  ftruck  the 
boat,  was  inflantlv  followed  by  two 
others,  by  which  fhe  foundered, 
and,  dreadful  to  relate,  every  perfon 
on  board  her,  except  two  of  the 
(A  4)  failors, 
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Tailors,  perifhed.  Not  being  able 
to  fwim,  each  of  them  fecured  an 
oar,  and  on  thefe  they  were  driven 
to  the  rocks  at  Mount  Edgcumbe, 
by  which  means  their  lives  were 
providentially  preferved.  Captain 
Drew  was  obferved  by  thefe  men 
forfome  time,  combating  the  waves, 
and  endeavouring  to  reach  the 
Ihore,  but  his  {Length  being  ex- 
haufted,  he  funk  in  their  fight:  his 
coat  has  been  fince  picked  up,  and 
the  letters  for  the  port-admiral 
found  in  the  pocket  of  it.  Capt. 
Pulling  had  been  lately  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  pofl-captain,  and 
took  paffagefrom  Cork  in  the  Cer¬ 
berus,  to  join  his  majefty’s  flrip 
Hindoftan,  of  54  guns,  now  fitting 
in  this  harbour  for  a  ftore-ftiip,  to 
the  command  of  which  he  was  juft 
appointed  by  the  lords  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty.  A  fhort  time  fince  he  mar¬ 
ried  a  daughter  of  admiral  Kingf- 
mill,  whom,  among  many  other 
dear  relatives,  he  has  left  to  deplore 
this  dreadful  cataftrophe.  Captain 
Drew  was  unmarried,  but  has  many 
very  near  relations  at  Saltafh,  about 
four  miles  from  the  fpot  where  the 
accident  happened,  to  lament  his 
unhappy  fate. 

Admiralty  Office,  Jan.  13,  1798. 
Copy  of  a  Letterfrom  Admiral  Pey¬ 
ton,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majefty’s  Ships  and  Vefiels  in  the 
Downs,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  on  board  the  Overyffel, 
the  1 2th  of  January,  1798. 

SIR, 

I  herewith  fend  you  inclofed  a 
letter  1  have  this  day  received  from 
captain  Lloyd,  of  his  majefty’s 
floop  Racoon,  of  this  date,  ftating 
his  having  captured  Le  Policrate 
French  privateer  cutter,  carrying 
16  guns  and  72  men,  yeftefday 
morning,  off  Beachy  Head,  which 
letter  you  will  be  pleafed  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  their  lord  (hips. 

J.  Peyton, 


[January, 

Racoon ,  in  the  Downs ,  Jan .  12, 179S. 
SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that 
yefterday  morning  at  feven  A. 
Beachy  Head  bearing  north-eaft, 
diftant  about  feven  leagues,  I  dif- 
covered  a  cutter  in  the  fouth-eaft, 
I  immediately  made  all  fail  in  chafe, 
and,  after  a  running  fire  of  two 
hours,  within  mufauet  fliot,  came 
up  and  captured  Le  Policrate 
French  privateer,  carrying  72 
men,  and  mounting  16  guns,  five 
of  which  were  thrown  over- board 
during  the  chafe.  She  is  an  en¬ 
tire  new  veftel,  copper-bottomed, 
completely  fitted  for  three  months, 
and  bound  to  the  Weft  Indies ; 
failed  from  Dunkirk  on  Tuefday 
laft,  and  had  not  taken  any  thing, 
It  is  a  matter  of  much  concern  for 
me  to  add,  that,  in  confequence  of 
my  being  under  the  neceffity  of 
carrying  a  very  heavy  prefs  of  fail, 
my  deck  (the  chafe  being  on  the 
lee  bow)  was  expofed  to  a  very 
heavy  fire  of  mufquetry  and  grape 
ftiot  from  his  ftern  chafe  guns,  by 
which  Mr.  George  Kennedy,  thG 
mafter,  was  killed,  in  whom  the 
fervice  has  loft  a  moft  experienced 
feaman  and  a  gallant  officer ;  four 
feamen  were  wounded  ;  two  fe? 
verely,  Rob.  Lloyu. 

Admiral  Peyton,  &e.  Downs. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  La  Zelie 
French  lugger  privateer,  of  4  guns 
and  47  men,  by  his  majefty’s  hired 
cutter  Stag. 

13.  The  lord  mayor  being  in? 
difpofed,  alderman  Le  Mefurier, 
locum  tenens ,  held  a  wardmote  fox 
the  election  of  an  alderman  of 
Broad?ftreet  ward,  in  the  room  of 
Richard  Clarke,  efq.  now  chamber- 
lain  ;  when  John  Perryn,  efq.  of 
Broad-ftreet,  merchant,  was  chofen 
without  oppofition. 

Admiralty  Office ,  Jan.  16,  1798* 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Rey¬ 
nolds, 
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noids,  Commander  of  his  Majef- 

ty’s  Ship  La  Pomone,  to  Evan 

Nepean,  Efq.  dated  Plymouth 

Sound,  the  14th  of  January, 

1 798. 

I  beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  my  lords  commiffion* 
ers  of  the  admiralty,  that  in  the 
night  of  the  26th  ult.  I  loft  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Phoebe,  in  a  very 
heavy  gale  of  wind  at  W.  S.  W. 
which  came  on  the  8th,  and  conti¬ 
nued  blowing  ftrong,  without  iri- 
termiffion,  until  the  24th,  and, 
though  the  violence  of  the  gale 
then  abated,  ftill  it  blew  from  the 
weft;  that  with  every  poflible  ex¬ 
ertion  we  were  unable  to  get  far¬ 
ther  to  the  weftward  than  29  de¬ 
grees  of  longitude  before  the  31ft: 
ult.  the  dav  on  which  mv  limited 
time  for  cruizing  on  the  ground 
prefcribed  by  their  lqrdftiips  ex¬ 
pired. 

On  the  1  ft  inftant  I  edged  away 
to  the  eaftward,  and  on  the  5th,  at 
eleven  o’clock  in  the  night,  TJfhant 
bearing  N.  65  deg.  E.  94  leagues, 
crofted  a  large  (hip,  (landing  under 
eafy  fail  to  the  N.  W.  I  inftantly 
gave  chafe,  and  foon  got  clofe  a- 
longfide  of  her;  for  it  being  thick, 
hazy  weather,  (lie  was  deceived  in 
our  ftrength,  and  (lirunk  not  from 
the  action,  but  had  the  temerity  to 
exchange  feveral  broadfides  with 
ps  before  (lie  called  out  for  quar¬ 
ter;  in  which  we  had  one  man 
killed  and  four  wounded,  and  our 
mafts  and  rigging  conftderably  da¬ 
maged.  Having  ftiifted  the  pri- 
foners,  and  our  carpenter  plugged 
up  eight  (hot- holes  fhe  had  received 
between  wind  and  wa£er,  we  were 
about  to  take  her  }n  tow  (for  her 
mizen-maft  was  (hot  away,  and  (lie 
was  utterly  difabled  to  carry  any 
fail),  u'hen  the  officer  on  board 
hailed  us,  and  faid  (lie  was  linking, 
i  fent  all  our  boats  to  her  aftiftance 


immediately,  and  finding  no  effort* 
could  fave  her,  had  but  juft  time  to 
draw  our  men  and  their  wounded 
from  her,  when  (he  funk  along. fide 
of  us.  She  proved  to  be  the  Che- 
ri,  from  Nantz,  carrying  twenty-fix 
long  twelve,  eighteen  and  twenty- 
four  pounders  (mixed)  upon  her 
main  deck,  and  two  hundred  and 
thirty  men,  commanded  by  Monf. 
Chaffin  ;  had  been  out  fourteen 
days,  and  taken  nothing  :  fhe  had 
twelve  men  killed,  and  twenty-two 
wounded ;  among  the  latter  was 
the  gallant  captain,  who,  with  two 
others,  died  of  their  wounds  the 
next  day. 

On  Thurfday  evening,  the  Eddi- 
ftone  bearing  N.  E.  twelve  leagues, 

I  captured  a  little  privateer  from. 
Ryfco,  called  the  Emprunt  Fofte; 
had  only  two  fmall  carriage  guns,  . 
fix  fwivels,  and  25  men  on  board  ; 
(lie  had  been  out  but  one  day,  7  id 
had  taken  nothing.  < 

Our  main-maft  and  fore-maft 
being  wounded,  and  both  of  them 
fi filed,  and  much  of  the  {landing 
rigging  fo  injured  that  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  replace  it,  I  thought  it  would  ' 
be  expediting  the  fervice  to  fteer 
directly  for  this  port,  inftead  of  Fal¬ 
mouth  ;  and  I  hope  my  having 
done  fo  will  meet  their  lordffiips* 
approbation. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  from  capt.  Stopford,  of  his 
majefty’s  ftiip  Phaeton,  of  his  having 
captured  a  French  brig  privateer,  of 
fourteen  fix-pounders,  called  L’Ha- 
zard  ;  and  alfo  a  Spanifli  merchant 
veflel,  from  Nantes,  bound  to  St. 
Sebaftian,  laden  with  fundry  arti¬ 
cles  of  merchandize;  the  latter  of 
which,  being  of  little  value,  he  de- 
ftroyed ;  and  of  his  having  recap¬ 
tured  an  Englifii  merchant-ftlip, 
called  the  Arthur  Howe,  of  Dart¬ 
mouth. 

17.  George  Mealmaker,  of  Dun- 
.  dee, 
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dee,  was  tried  hv  the  high  court  of 
jufticiary  at  Edinburgh,  for  [edi¬ 
tion,  and  was  found  guilty.  He 
was  the  author  of  the  handbill  for 
difperfing  which  the  rev.  T.  F, 
Palmer  was  fentenced  to  Botany 
Bay  in  Sept.  1793.  See  our  volume 
for  that  year,  p.  (39.) 

20.  The  London  gazette  contains 
an  account  of  the  capture  of  a 
French  fchooner  privateer,  called  Le 
Vengeur,  of  12  guns  and  72  men, 
Cfuite  new  ;  and  alfo  L’lnconceive- 
able  French  privateer,  of  eight  guns 
and  55  men;  by  his  majefly’s  (hi p  In¬ 
defatigable,  captain  fir  Edward  Pel- 
lew. 

From  the  London  Gazette,  Jan.  23. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Br id  port,  K.  B.  to 
Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  the 
soth  infrant. 

SIR, 

You  will  herewith  receive  copies 
of  two  letters  from  capt,  Durham, 
of  bis  majefly’s  fliip  Anfon,  and  a 
copy  of  one  from  the  bon.  captain 
Stopford,  of  his  majefly’s  fliip  Pha¬ 
eton,  which  I  tranfmit  for  their  iord- 
fliips’  information. 

I  am,  Sir,  & c.  &e.  &c. 

Br  JDPORT. 

JAfon^Caicfand  Bay,  Jan.  1 7,  *798. 
My  Lord, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  lord- 
fit  ip,  that  in  the  paffage  to  Englard, 
I  have  retaken  the  Harmony  gal¬ 
liot,  from  St.  Ube’s,  bound  to  Lon¬ 
don  ;  alfo  the  Active  of  Baltimore, 
American  fliip,  with  a  valuable  car¬ 
go;  and  the  George  Randolph, 
kinder  Danifh  colours;  the  latter 
being  a  neutral  veil'd,  and  not  fuf- 
picious,  after  taking  out  the  prifo- 
tiers,  I  permitted  the  matter  to  pro 
ceed  on  his  voyage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

P.  C.  Durham. 

Right  Hon.  Adni.  Ld.  Bridport, 

Sec.  Sec.  See. 


I  V  A  L  [January, 

Phaeton  at  Sea,  Jan.  11,  179B. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your 
lord  fliip,  that  his  majetty’s  fhips 
Anfon  and  Mermaid  joined  me  opt 
the  night  of  the  5th  infrant,  the 
former  having  captured  the  French 
frigate  the  Daphne,  on  the  night  ofc 
the  29th  of  December,  for  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  I  refer  your  lord- 
fliip  to  capt.  Durham’s  letter  here¬ 
with  inclofcd. 

This  capture  gives  me  much  fa- 
tisraeftion,  as  the  Daphne  was  the 
only  Britifh  frigate  in  the  pofTettiaa 
of  the  enemy. 

The  alacrity  with  which  file  was 
discovered,  chafed  and  taken  pof* 
fefiion  of,  upon  a  iee-fhore  on  tins 
coaft  of  Arcaffon,  reflects  (in  my 
opinion)  much  credit  upon  captain 
Durham. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

Rob.  Stopfgrd, 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport, 

K.  B.  Sec.  Sec.  Sec. 

Anfon ,  at  Sea,  Jan.  4,  1798. 
SIR, 

In  confequence  of  your  fignal? 
on  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  DeT 
cember,  for  having  difeovered  an 
enemy  in  the  S.  W,  fleering  to  the 
E.  S.  E.  with  the  Anf°n’s  ugnal  to 
keep  a  look-out  during  the  night? 
the  moment  it  was  dark  I  bore  up, 
and  fleered  the  courfe  I  thought 
mott  advifeable  to  cut  off  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  have  much  pleafure  in  in¬ 
forming  you  that  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  crofs  upon  heu  during 
the  night;  having  exchanged  a  few 
fliot,  file  ftruck,  and  proved  to  be 
the  republican  fliip  of  war  La 
Daphne  (late  his  majefly’s  frigate 
Daphne),  mounting  30  guns,  and 
having  on  board  276  men,  among 
whom  are  30  paflengers  of  various 
deferiptions,  two  civil  pommiflion- 
ers  (jaiquelin  and  La  Carze), 
charged  with  djfpatches  for  Gua~ 

daloupe^ 
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daloupe,  which  were  thrown  over¬ 
board.  The  Daphne  had  five  men 
killed  and  feveral  wounded.  I  feel 
much  indebted  to  the  exertions  of 
my  officers  and  {hip’s  company. 

I  am,  &c.  P.  C.  Durham. 
Hon.  Rob.  Stopford..  Captain  of 

his  Majefty’s  fhip  Pftaeton. 

23.  Robert  Franklin  was  exe¬ 
cuted,  purfuant  to  his  fentence, 
facing  the  debtors’  door  in  the  Old 
Bailey,  for  forgery. 

27.  The  gazette  contains  a  long 
proclamation,  intimating  that  the 
plague  had  been  communicated  at 
Corftca  by  a  vefifel  from  Borberg, 
and  requiring  a  ft  rift  quarantine 
for  forty  days  to  be  obferved  by  all 
veftels  from  thence,  cr  from  Spain, 
within  the  Mediterranean,  or  from 
Minorca,  or  Gibraltar.  It  farther 
contains  a  proclamation,  permitting 
all  his  majefty’s  .fubjefts,  and  the 
fubjefts  of  all  ftates  in  amity  with 
Great  Britain,  to  trade  to  and  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies  :  except  to  and  from 
the  eaftward  of  it;  all  the  trade  of 
or  with  which  {hall  be  carried  on 
by  the  India  company,  excluftvely  ; 
and  except  in  warlike  ftores,  which 
ftiall  be  conveyed  only  by  the  com¬ 
pany.  The  goods  or  merchandize 
imported  from  India  by  the  Cape 
ftiall  not  be  exported  thence,  ex¬ 
cept  by  the  company,  farther  than 
ftiall  be  requifite  for  fea  ftores.  Ail 
the  manufafhires  of  the  fubjects  of 
his  majefty  on  this  fide  the  Cape  to 
be  imported  by  that  fettlement  du¬ 
ty-free.  A  fifth  proclamation  ex¬ 
tends,  for  fix  months  from  the  25th 
inftant,  the  prohibition  on  the  ex¬ 
port  from  this  country  of  naval 
ftores,  except  to  Ireland,  or  for  the 
neceftary  fupply  of  veftels  failing 
hence,  or  for  the  fupply  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  garrifons,  &c. —  It  contains 
alfo  a  particular  account  of  the 
capture  of  the  La  Belliqueux,  a 
French  corvette.  now  fitted  as  a 


privateer,  pierced  for  20  guns* 
mounting  14  eight-pounders  and  4 
carronades,  and  120  men,  by  his 
majefty’s  {hips  Melampus  and  Sea 
Horfe -Alfo,  the  La  Penfee  French 
fchooner  privateer,  mounting  two 
four-pounders  and  nine  fvivels, 
and  carrying  32  men  ;  captured  by 
his  majefty’s  Hoop  Racoon  ;  and  a 
proclamation  for  a  general  fall:  to 
be  held  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  and  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  on  Wednefday  the  7th  of 
March  next;  and  another  of  like 
purport  for  a  fall:  in  Scotland  on 
Tburfday  the  8th  of  the  fame, 
month. 

Antigua ,  Jan .  28.  On  the  13th 
in  ft.  died,  at  Englifh  Harbour, 
Charles  Peterfon,  efq.  firft  lieute¬ 
nant  of  his  majefty’s  fhip  Perdrix. 
This  event  was  occafioned  by  a 
difpute  between  the  deceafed  and 
lord  Camelford,  upon  the  right  of 
commanding  at  Englifh  Harbour. 
Lord  C.  commanded  his  majefty’s 
{loop  of  war  the  Favourite,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  an  order  or  warrant  from  ad¬ 
miral  Harvey  ;  and  Mr.  P.  (though 
an  older  lieutenant  than  lord  C.) 
had  lately  ferved  on  board  that  fliip 
under  his  command  ;  but,  having 
been  removed  to  the  Perdrix,  and 
lord  C.  not  having  a  commiffion  as 
mailer  and  commander,  Mr.  P.  be¬ 
ing  then  at  Englifh  Harbour,  fup- 
pofed  himfelf  to  be  the  command¬ 
ing  officer,  and  under  that  idea 
iftued  fome  orders  to  lord  C.  which 
were  anfwered  by  other  orders  from 
lord  C.  to  Mr.  P.  Upon  Mr.  P.’s 
refufal  to  obey  thefe  orders,  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  with  a  party  of  marines  were 
fent  to  put  him  under  arreft,  and 
Mr.  P.  prepared  for  refiftance,  and 
ordered  the  crew  of  the  Perdrix  to 
arm  in  his  defence.  But  before  any 
conflict  took  place,  lord  C.  arrived, 
went  up  to  Mr.  P.  demanded  if  he 
would  obey  his  orders  or  not ;  and, 
upon  being  anfwered  in  the  nega¬ 
tive, 
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tive,  he  immediately  (hot  him  dead 
upon  the  fpot.  An  inqueft  was 
taken  by  the  coroner  the  next  day  3 
but  the  jury,  not  being  willing  to 
take  upon  themfelves  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  queftion  upon  whom 
the  command  at  Engiifh  Harbour 
had  devolved,  found  only  that  the 
deceafea  had  been  fliot  by  lord  Ca- 
melford  in  confequence  of  a  muti¬ 
ny.  A  court  martial  has  lince  been 
held  on  board  his  majefty’s  {hip  In¬ 
vincible,  in  Fort  Royal  bay,  by 
William  Cayley,  efq.  captain  of  his 
majefty’s  ihip  Invincible,  and  fenior 
captain  of  his  majefty’s  fhips  and 
veflels  in  Fort  Roval  bav,  Marti- 
nique,  preftdent ;  captains  J.  Main- 
waring,  Charles  Ekins,  Richard 
Brown,  and  Alexander  Burrovves. 
* — The  court,  being  duly  (worn, 
proceeded  to  try  lord  Camelford ; 
and,  having  heard  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  adduced  on  the  occalion, 
and  what  the  prifoner  had  to  offer 
in  his  defence,  and  maturely  and 
deliberately  weighed  and  confidered 
the  fame,  and  being  fully  fenfible 
of  the  necefiitv  of  prompt  meafures 
in  cafes  of  mutiny,  Were  unani- 
moufty  of  opinion,  that  “  the  very 
extraordinary  and  manifeft  difobe- 
dience  of  lieutenant  Peterfon,  both 
before  and  at  the  inftant  of  his 
death,  to  the  lawful  orders  of  lord 
Camelford,  the  fenior  officer  at 
Englifti  Harbour  at  that  time,  and 
the  violent  meafures  taken  by  lieu¬ 
tenant  Peterfon  to  refill  the  fame, 
by  arming  the  Perdrix’s  {hip’s  com¬ 
pany,  were  adfs  of  mutiny  highly 
injurious  to  the  difcipiine  of  his 
majefty’s  fervice.  The  court  do 
therefore  unanimoufly  adjudge,  that 
the  right  hon.  lord  Camelford  be 
honourably  acquitted  j  and  he  is 
hereby  honourably  acquitted  ac¬ 
cordingly.” 

Admiralty-Office ,  Jan.  29. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the 
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Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  Commanded 
in  Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships 
and  Veflels  at  Liffion,  to  Evan 
Nepean,  Efq.  dated  Ville  de  Pa¬ 
ris,  in  the  Tagus,  Jan.  10,  1798.  . 
I  inclofe,  for  the  information  of 
my  lords  commiffioners  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  letters  I  have  received 
from  the  captains  of  his  majefty’s 
{hips  L’Aigle,  Blanche,  and  Mer¬ 
cury,  and  Speedy  {loop,  acquaint-* 
ing  me  with  the  captures  they 
had  lately  made :  three  of  thofe 
taken  by  L’Aigle  (the  fourth  being 
retained  as  a  tender),  Le  Bayonnois, 
taken  by  the  Blanche,  and  Le  Ben¬ 
jamin,  by  the  Mercury,  are  fafe  ar¬ 
rived  in  this  river. 

St.  V incent. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Ty-» 
ler,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  L’Aigle, 
to  Admiral  Earl  St.  Vincent, 
dated  off  Cape  Finifterre,  Dec. 
28,  1797.  ' 

On  the  26th  inftant  I  chafed  into 
the  bay  of  Corunna  three  veflels, 
and  captured  them,  the  Aurora  in 
company.  1  left  her  in  charge  of 
the  prizes,  while  I  chafed  a  fufpi- 
cious  fail  to  the  weftward.  This 
morning  I  fell  in  with  two  of  the 
prizes  3  the  third,  a  brig  laden  with 
timber,  unfortunately  overfet  this 
morning,  while  I  was  in  chafe  of 
them  ;  however,  the  men  were 
faved  3  the  other  two  have  hemp, 
coals,  and  nails.  On  the  30th  of 
laft  month  I  captured  a  French  prl-, 
vateer,  of  four  guns,  and  32  men  ; 
{he  had  taken  three  Englifti  mer¬ 
chant  {flips,  and  fent  one  into  Lach 
bay.  I  fent  Mr.  Tritton,  the  ma¬ 
iler,  and  20  men,  to  cut  her  out. 
The  fame  evening  he  captured  a 
Spaniard,  laden  with  Sardinias,  and 
fent  her  for  Liffion. 

I  am,  &c.  Cha.  Tyler, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Ro¬ 
gers,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Mer¬ 
cury,  to  Admiral  Earl  St.  Y’m- 
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cent,  K.  B.  See.  &c.  Sec.  dated  at 
Sea,  January  6,  1798. 

I  beg  to  acquaint  you,  that  yef- 
terday,  proceeding  to  cruize,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders,  I  fell  in 
with,  twenty  leagues  W.  N.  W.  of 
the  rock  of  Lifbon,  Le  Benjamin 
French  fliip  privateer,  belonging 
to  Bourdeaux,  pierced  for  20  guns, 
but  mounting  16  four  and  fix- 
pounders  (ten  of  which  he  threw 
overboard),  and  132  men,  which  I 
captured  after  a  chafe  of  thirty- fix 
hours ;  the  Alcmene,  Lively,  and 
Thalia,  under  the  orders  of  capt. 
Hope,  joined  company  during  the 
chafe.  The  privateer  fails  ex¬ 
tremely  well,  and  is  a  very  defira- 
ble  fliip  for  his  majefty’s  fervice  f 
flie  is  copper-bottomed  and  per¬ 
fectly  new,  this  being  her  firft 
cruize,  during  which  (lie  captured 
the  Governor  Bruce  Englifli  brig, 

•  from  Briftol,  bound  to  Faro  ;  a 
Portuguefe  fchooner  ;  and  was  beat 
off  by  an  Englifli  letter  of  marque. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  See. 

Thomas  Rogers. 

Admiralty  Office,  Jan.  30,  1798. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Moore, 
of  his  Majefty's  Ship  Melampus, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  in 
Cawfand  Bay,  the  27th  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1798. 

SIR, 

You  will  pleafe  to  inform  my 
lords  commilfioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  that,  on  the  23d  inft.  in  lat. 
50.  deg.  north,  long.  12  deg.  weft, 
after  a  dole  but  fliort  aCtion,  we 
captured  La  Volage,  a  French  fliip 
corvette,  lent  to  the  merchants, 
mounting  20  nine-pounders  and  2 
eighteen-pounders,  ami  193  men, 
commanded  by  citizen  Defageneaux, 
captain  of  a  frigate. 

I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  two  of 
the  Melampus’s  feamen  were  mor¬ 
tally  wounded,  and  are  fince  dead, 
and  three  more  dangeroufly  wound¬ 


ed.  The  enemy  had  four  killed 
and  eight  wounded. 

The  officers  and  fliip’s  company 
of  his  majefty’s  fliip'under  my  com¬ 
mand  behaved  perfe&ly  to  my  fa- 
tisfaClion. 

La  Volage  was  three  weeks  from 
Nantz,  fitted  for  a  three-months 
cruize,  but  had  only  taken  an  Ame¬ 
rican  ftiip,  and  destroyed  an  Eng- 
lifh  brig  from  Belfaft,  bound  to 
Lifbon  with  coals. 

The  captain  and  all  the  officers 
of  La  V olage  are  navy  officers,  with 
a  conge  for  three  months. 

I  am,  See.  Graham  Moore. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  captures  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  French  privateers  ;  Le  Bay- 
onnois  brig,  of  6  guns  and  40  men, 
by  his  majefty’s  fliip  Blanche,  capt. 
Hotham  ;  Le  Dragon  fchooner,  of 
12  guns  and  80  men;  and  Le  Dix- 
huit  de  Fru&idor  (loop,  of  10  guns 
and  75  men,  by  his  majefty’s  fliip 
Tamer,  captain  Weftern  ;  and  La 
Venturer,  mounting  2 three-pound¬ 
ers,  6  fwivels,  and  fmall  arms, 
pierced  for  8  guns,  carrying  33 
men,  by  the  Penelope  cutter,  capt. 
Burdwood  ; — alfo,  two  Spanifli  pri¬ 
vateer  luggers,  and  a  fchooner,  by 
the  Speedy,  captain  Downmau. 

30.  A  court  of  proprietors  was 
held  at  the  Eaft  India  Iioufe,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  intended 
eftablifliment  of  a  government  on 
the  ifland  of  Ceylon  in  the  Eaft 
Indies. 

The  court  having  aflembled,  a 
long  converfation  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  gentlemen  who  had  ap¬ 
pointed  the  court  to  he  held,  and 
feveral  of  the  directors.  It  was 
contended  by  fir  Stephen  Lulhing- 
ton,  that  it  would  be  proper  the 
proceedings  of  the  dire&ors  with 
his  majefty’s  minifters  upon  the  bu- 
finefs,  fliould  be  previoufly  read. — 
He  conceived,  that  by  reading  thofe 

pro- 
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proceedings,  the  gentlemen  who 
had  called  the  court,  might  poflibly 
be  induced  to  abandon  the  pur- 
’pofes  for  which  they  had  called  it. 
At  all  events,  whatever  might  be 
the  refult,  he  trufted  the  gentlemen 
prefent  would  refrain  from  thofe 
florid  declamations,  which,  Upon  a 
queftion  like  this*  might  do  confi- 
derable  detriment,  but  could  be 
produ£tive  of  no  good. 

Mr.  J.  Adair,  major  Scott,  and 
feveral  other  gentlemen,  fpoke  to 
the  point  of  order,  whether  the 
proceedings  of  the  directors  fhould 
be  read.  The  chairman  being  un¬ 
able  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  court 
from  the  fhow  of  hands,  a  divifion 
took  place,  when  the  majority  was 
91  againft  58  in  favour  of  the  nine 
proprietors  Hating  their  purpofe, 
previous  to  the  directors  reading 
their  proceedings. 

Mr.  Huddlellone  then  rofe.  He 
began  by  Hating,  that  in  bringing 
forward  the  prefent  fubjeff,  he  was 
not  actuated  by  any  motives  of  a 
party  nature,  by  any  confiderations 
of  general  or  particular  difappro- 
bation  of  the  conduct  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  minifters  with  regard  to 
the  affairs  of  India  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  fhould  be  ever  readv 
to  give  every  aid  to  their  endea¬ 
vours  for  the  public  advantage.  In 
times  like  thefe,  when  the  Country 
was  at  war  with  a  moft  implacable 
enemy,  determined  to  take  every 
advantage  of  our  fituation,  it  would 
ill  become  any  man  to  afl  in  oppo- 
lition  to  the  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ment,  merely  from  a  motive  of 
party  fpirit;  at  the  fame  time  he 
faw  no  /  eafon  why  men  fhould  ap¬ 
prove,  without  diftin<5lion,  what¬ 
ever  that  government  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  adopt.  In  no  inftance  did 
be  difapprove  of  its  conduct  more 
than  in  the  intended  eltablilhment 
at  the  newly-acquired  ifland  of 


[January* 

Ceylon.  The  attempt  to  eftablifh 
a  government  there  in  the  name  of 
his  majefly,  diffindt  and  indepen* 
dent  of  the  Eaft-India  compariy- 
was  a  departure  from  the  fpirit  of 
the  charters  granted  to  that  com¬ 
pany  ;  a  deviation  from  the  fvffem 
by  which  the  affairs  of  India  had 
ever  been  conducted  ;  a  manifeft 
violation  of  the  independence  of 
the  company,  and  an  infringement 
of  its  rights  and  privileges.  He: 
maintained*  that  the  right  of  the 
Eaft  India  company  to  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  different  places  in 
India  was  fecured  to  them*  not  only 
by  their  former  charters,  but  was 
unequivocally  acknowledged  upon 
the  laft  renewal  of  them ;  and  that 
it  was  an  unjuft  ftretch  of  power 
to  w reft  from  them  theif  exclufive 
right  to  the  government  of  the  Eafl 
Indies,  by  appointing  an  eftablifh- 
ment  on  the  ifland  of  Ceylon.  He 
was  well  affured  fuch  an  appoint¬ 
ment  would  not  only  be  deftruflive 
of  the  independence  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  but  alfo  detrimental  to  the 
interefts  of  this  country;  and  he 
hoped  the  court  of  directors  not 
only  had  refi fled  the  innovation, 
but  that  they  would  continue  to 
refill  it  by  every  poffible  means* 
and  would  ufe  their  utmoft  power 
to  induce  his  majeftv’s  minifters  to 
relinquifh  their  defign.  After  mak¬ 
ing  a  very  able  fpeech,  he  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving  feveral  refolu- 
tions,  the  fubftance  of  which  was 
to  the  effeeft, 

“  That  this  court  confiders  the 
appointment  by  his  majefty’s  mini- 
fters  of  the  Hon.  Frederick  North 
to  the  government  of  the  ifland  of 
Ceylon,  as  a  meafure  injurious  to 
the  interefts,  and  to  the  hitherto 
conceived  rights  of  the  Eaft  India 
company,  and  as  a  bidden  and 
alarming  innovation  6n  a  fyftem 
under  which  the  Britifti  interefts  in 
*  India 
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India  have  been  admin iftered  for 
nearly  a  century  paft  ;  which  fyftem 
has  proved  not  lefs  beneficial  to  the 
public  than  to  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany,  and  was  exprefsly  and  re¬ 
peatedly  recognifed  and  admitted, 
both  by  his  majeftv’s  fninifters  and 
the  court  of  direftors,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  negotiation  for  the  late  re¬ 
newal  of  the  compares  charter.” 

He  moved  another  refolution, 
recommending  the  directors  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  his  majefty’s  minifters  to 
induce  them  to  abandon  the  mea- 
fure,  and  in  cafe  of  their  refufal, 
to  petition  his  majefty  to  that  effect. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  upon 
which  Mr.  Twining  rofe  to  Second 
them.  He  entered  into  a  general 
detail  of  the  privileges  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  as  Secured  by 
charter,  and  particularly  adverted 
to  the  language  ufe cl  by  Mr.  Dun- 
das  when  their  charter  was  renew¬ 
ed.  He  had  faid,  that  the  affairs  of 
India  had  fucceeded  fo  well  under 
the  management  of  the  Eaft  India 
company,  that  no  alteration  in  that 
fyftem  fhould  at  any  time  take 
place.  He  next  read  a  variety  of 
papers,  to  prove  the  exclufive  right 
of  the  company  to  the  government 
of  the  country.  He  afterwards  ob¬ 
served,  that  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  ifland  of  Cevlon 
were  trivial;  that,  in  fa£t,  the  pof- 
feffion  of  it  had  been  hitherto  inju¬ 
rious  ;  that  the  company  had  pur- 
chafed  an  immenfe  quantity  of  Spi¬ 
ces,  which  if i II  continued  on  their 
hands,  the  duties  on  which  amount¬ 
ed  to  275,0001.  liable  to  be  de¬ 
manded  at  any  time  by  govern¬ 
ment.  He  concluded  bv  obferving;, 
it  was  incumbent  on  the  directors 
to  (hew  they  had  done  everv  thing 
in  their  power  to  prevent  the  pre- 
fent  meafure. 

The  chairman  faid,  he  was  of 
opinion,  had  the  proceedings  of 
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the  directors  been  read,  there  would 
have  been  no  neceflity  for  pro- 
pofing  the  foregoing  refolutions. 
He  trufted  now  thole  refolutions 
had  been  put,  there  could  be  no 
objections  to  reading  the  proceed¬ 
ings.  With  refpe£t  to  what  had 
been  mentioned  concerning  the 
fpices,  he  was  Sorry  to  obferve  a 
very  improvident  bargain  had  been 
made  by  the  company’s  Servants, 
The  duty  was  upwards  of  300,000!. 
on  thofe  fpices  ;  but  he  could  af- 
fure  the  court  it  was  not  intended 
by  government  to  take  thofe  duties 
in  advance,  but  only  as  the  articles 
were  con  fumed.  He  trufted  the 
reading  their  proceedings  would 
put  an  end  to  the  difcufiion. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
directors,  containing  a  preliminary 
correfpondenee  with  Mr.  Dundas; 
the  opinion  of  the  company’s  coun- 
fel  in  favour  of  the  king’s  legal 
right  to  appoint  a  governor;  mi¬ 
nute  of  a  converfation  between 
the  chairs  and  Mr.  Dundas,  with 
a  fubfequent  refolution  of  the 
court  of  directors,  recommending, 
under  all  the  circumftances,  an  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  appointment; 
alfo  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dundas  to 
the  chairs,  dated  the  29th  inftant, 
profiting  in  very  ftrong  and  point¬ 
ed  terms  againll:  anv  dereliction  of 
the  powers  of  the  crown  to  appoint 
a  governor  for  Ceylon;  having 
been  read  by  the  clerk  ; 

Sir  Francis  Bari  g  faid  he  was  of 
a  different  opinion  from  the  counfei 
whofe  fentiments  had  been  juft: 
read.  He  conceived  the  prelent 
eftabliftiment  was  only  adopted  for 
the  purpofe  of  throwing  patronage 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dundas  and 
his  majefty’s  miqifters.  This  can¬ 
not  be  an  appointment  to  provide 
for  any  particular  party,  unleis 
they  know  not  how  elfe  to  provide 
for  the  perfons  they  are  about  to 
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fend  out.  It  has  been  ftated,  that  Iar  conteft  took  place  after  the 
the  eftabiilhment  is  to  be  very  capture  of  Pondicherry  by  an  union 
iraall  ;  what  was  the  fuite  of  lord  of  forces;  but  lord  Pigot  claimed 
Mornington  f  that,  indeed,  muft  Pondicherry  for  the  Eaft  India 
be  in  the  recollection  of  the  company.  Sir  J.  Lindfey  at  that 
court.  What  now  is  to  be  the  fuite  period  went  out,  and  exercifed  his 


of  the  Hon.  Mr.  North  ?  He  is  to 
have  a  fecretary,  a  private  fecre- 
tary,  a  fub-fecretary,  who  is  to 
have  -  an  afiiftant  lecretarv,  two 
clerks,  and  three  gentlemen  to 
learn  the  languages.  Why  not 
.fend  a  perfon  converfant  in  the 
languages,  and  maintain  him  your- 
felves? 

The  deputy  chairman  (Mr.  Bo- 
fanquet)  contended  at  confiderable 
length,  that  the  right  of  the  ap¬ 
pointment  was  in  the  crown,  as 
much  fo  as  the  appointment  of  a 
governor  to  Botany  Bay,  or  any 
other  place.  He  thought  it  fafe  in 
the  hands  of  government,  and 
could  not  fee  that  it  was  any  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  Eaft:  India  com¬ 
pany. 

Mr.  Jones  Adair  contended  that 
it  was  not  a  queftion  of  prerogative, 
but  of  patronage ;  and  concluded 
by  moving  that  the  difeuffion  >  e 
adjourned  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  Rous  informed  the  court, 
that  his  opinion  had  not  been 
formed  upon  the  charter  of  1758, 
or  upon  the  opinions  of  the  attor¬ 
ney  and  folicitor  general  of  that 
day  ;  but  upon  the  fpirit  of  the 
various  ads  of  parliament  made  for 
the  regulation  of  the  government 
of  India. 

Mr.  Jackfon  oppofed  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Adair,  in  a  fpeeoh  of  much 
length,  in  which  he  contended, 
that  by  this  appointment  the  trade 
of  the  Eaft  India  company  would 
be  confiderably  injured.  That  as 
the  grant  was  exclu lively  theirs,  fo 
ought  to  be  the  appointment  of  a 
government.  It  had  been  fo  for 
more  than  15©  years  paft.  A  fimi- 


powers  in  favour  of  the  crown. 
Where  now,  afl%s  the  nabob,  is  the 
power  of  this  great  company,  who 
have  fo  long  governed  in  India? 
The  popularity  of  the  company 
was  about  to  experience  a  rapid 
decline,  when  fir  J.  Lindfey  was 
called  home,  by  which  meafure 
India  was  faved.  He  went  into 
confiderable  length  as  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  tendency  of  the  appointments 
on  the  Eaft  India  company’s  con¬ 
cerns,  and  concluded  by  moving 
the  following  amendment : 

“  That  this  court  do  agree  in 
opinion  with  the  court  of  directors 
in  their  refolution  of  the  25th  inft. 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  that  this 
court  agree  with  their  court  of  di¬ 
rectors  on  the  inexpediency  of 
taking  any  further  fteps  at  prefent, 
after  reference  to  the  written  de¬ 
claration  of  the  right  lion.  Henry 
Dun  das,  in  his  letter  of  the  16th 
inft.  read  this  day,  they  confidently 
rely  on  their  care  and  vigilance, 
that  this  temporary  appointment 
ftiall  not  be  drawn  into  a  precedent 
for  eftablifhments,  which,  if  made 
permanent,  muft  materially  affeCt 
the  rights  and  interefts  of  the  com¬ 
pany  under  the  prefent  charter.” 

Mr.  Henchman  feconded  the 
amendment.  The  chairman  read 
an  extraft  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Dundas,  in  which  it  ftated,  that 
the  government  of  the  ifland  of 
Ceylon  was  to  be  givren  up  to  the 
India  company  on  the  conclulion 
of  peace,  and  that  the) ,  in  the 
mean  time,  were  to  have  the  ex- 
clufive  trade  of  the  ifland. 

Sir  Francis  Baring  fuggefled  the 
propriety  of  both  the  original  refa¬ 
ctions, 
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lutions,  as  made  by  Mr.  Huddle- 
ftone,  and  Mr.  Jackfon’s  amend¬ 
ment  being  adjourned,  upon  the 
propriety  of  which  a  long  conver¬ 
sation  took  place  between  Mr.  al¬ 
derman  Lufhington,  Mr.  Twining, 
the  deputy  chairman,  Mr.  Hench¬ 
man,  lord  Kinnaird,  fir  Stephen 
Luftiington,  Mr.  Huddleftone,  Mr. 
Grant,  fir  Francis  Baring,  Mr. 
Handle  Jackfon,  Mr.  Durant,  and 
Mr.  Knox. 

After  which  the  chairman  put 
the  queftion  of  adjournment;  and 
upon  a  divifion  there  appeared, 

For  the  adjournment  -  41 

Againft  it  -  -  -  -  37 

Majority  for  the  adjournment  4 

FEBRUARY. 

Admiralty  Office ,  Feb  6,  179S. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the 
Earl  of  St.  A^incent,  Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships 
and  Vefiels  employed  on  the 
Coaft  of  Portugal,  to  Evan  Ne¬ 
pean,  Efq.  dated  on  board  the 
Ville  de  Paris  in  the  Tagus,  on 
the  20th  of  January,  1798. 

SIR, 

I  inclofe  letters  from  the  captains 
of  L’Aigle,  Alcmene,  and  Mer¬ 
cury,  Speedy  and  King’s  Fifher 
(loops,  reciting  the  captures  of 
French  and  Spanifti  privateers, 
made  by  the  (hips  and  fioops  un¬ 
der  their  commands.  The  judg¬ 
ment  difplayed  by  captain  Pierre- 
pont,  joined  to  his  fpirited  conduct, 
and  that  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  his  majefty’s  (loop  King’s  Fiflier, 
in  the  adtion  with  the  Betfey,  does 
credit  tq  them,  and  honour  to  his 
majefiy’s  arms  ;  and  the  activity  of 
all  the  cruizers  under  my  com¬ 
mand  is  worthy  of  commenda¬ 
tion. 

I  am,  See.  Sx.  Vincent, 
1798. 


E  N  C  E  S.  (17) 

Mercury ,  at  Sea ,  Jan .  15. 

My  Lord, 

I  had  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  in  ft. 
of  having  captured  Le  Benjamin 
French  fhip  privateer,  belonging  to 
Bourdeaux.  I  have  now  the  fa- 
tisfadtion  to  inform  your  lordfhip, 
that,  this  morning,  Cape  Finifterre 
bearing  eaft  half  north  40  leagues, 
we  difeovered  two  fail  to  leeward, 
and,  upon  chafing  them,  foon 
found  they  were  armed  vefiels. 
They  continued  near  together  un¬ 
til  the  Mercury  came  almoft  within 
.gun  (hot  of  the  fternmoft,  intend¬ 
ing,  as  I  fuppofed,  to  fupport  each 
other ;  but,  upon  being  clofe- 
prefied,  they  fleered  different  cour- 
fes,  and  I  was  enabled  to  come  up 
with  only  one  of  them,  after  a  chafe 
of  eight  hours,  who  fired  a  few 
(hot,  and  ftruck  his  colours.  She 
proves  to  be  Les  Trois  Sceurs 
French  brig  privateer,  belonging 
to  Rochelle,  pierced  for  iS  guns, 
but  mounting  16  fix-pounders,  and 
100  men,  copper-bottomed,  fails 
remarkably  well,  and  only  five  days 
out  of  port  on  her  nrft  cruize.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

T ho.  Rogers. 

King’s  Fijker ,  Tagus ,  Jan .  12. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lordfhip,  that  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th  inftant,  the  Burlings 
bearing  eaft,  diftant  fifty  leagues, 
at  dav-light  we  difeovered  a  fhip 
in  our  weather  quarter,  and  foon 
after  perceived  her  to  bear  up,  and 
'  ftan.d  towards  us  ;  at  nine  we  tack¬ 
ed,  and  at  half  paft  (he  hoifted 
French  colours,  and  began  firing, 
which  we  returned  as  we  pafted  on 
different  tacks,  but  at  too  great  a 
diftance  to  do  much,  execution  ; 
file  then  wore:  finding  we  could 
not  weather  her  as  I  wifiied,  we 
fhprtened  fail  for  her  to  get  abreaft 

(B)  ~  of 


(i  8)  '  PRINCIPAL  [February, 


of  us,  when  we  began  to  engage, 
and  continued  for  an  hour  and  a 
quarter;  falling  little  wind,  and 
our  jib-boom  being  carried  away, 
flie  (licit  a  head  of  us,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  off,  crowding  all 
fail,  and  firing  her  ftern  chafers. 
Having  got  out  another  jib-boom, 
and  the  wind  frefhening,  at  one  P. 
M.  we  were  enabled  to  renew  the 
adtion,  which  was  continued  for 
half  an  hour,  when  fire  flruck. 
She  is  called  La  Betfey,  a  fl) ip  pri¬ 
vateer,  fitted  out  at  Bourdeaux, 
copper-bottomed,  pierced  for  20 
guns,  but  mounting  only  16  fix- 
pounders,  and  had  on  board  118 
men,  one  of  whom  was  killed  ; 
the  firft  and  fecond  captain  and  fix 
feamen  wounded  ;  the  fecond  cap¬ 
tain  and  three  feamen  fince  dead  of 
their  wounds.  She  had  been  out 
fifteen  days,  but  made  no  cap¬ 
ture. 

The  damages  fuftained  by  the 
King’s  Fifher  in  hull,  fails,  and 
rigging,  are  trifling  ;  and  I  am  hap¬ 
py  to  add,  that  one  man  only  is 
flightly  wounded. 

I  beg  to  exprefs  my  entire  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  fleadinefs  and  good 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  flip’s 
company  during  the  action,  and 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Ch.  H.  Pierrepont. 
Copy  of  another  Letter  from  Ad¬ 
miral  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  to 
Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on 
board  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Ville 
de  Paris,  in  the  River  Tagus, 
Jan.  20,  1798. 

SIR, 

I  inclofea  letter  I  have  received 
from  captain  Williams,  commander 
of  his  majefiy’s  fiore-fhip  Gorgon, 
whole  judgment  in  bearing  away 
for  Lifbon,  upon  the  intelligence 
he  had  obtained,  meets  my  full 
approbation,  and  you  will  acquaint 
the  lords  commiffioners  of  the 


I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


Admiralty  with  his  fubfequent 
fuccefs. 

St.  Vincent. 
Gorgon ,  Tagus ,  Jan,  16. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  pleafure  of  acquaint¬ 
ing  your  lordfhip,  that  at  half  paft 
noon,  on  Saturday  the  13th,  inlat. 
46  deg.  9  min.  long.  7  deg.  33  min. 
Cape  Finifterre  bearing  S.  20  W, 
diftance  about  feventy  leagues  ;  I 
fell  in  with  and  retook  the  Anne 
brig,  of  Dartmouth,  bound  from 
Newfoundland  to  Lifbon.  She  had 
been  taken  fifteen  days  by  a  French 
privateer;  and  whilft  exchanging 
people,  another  brig,  under  nation¬ 
al  colours,  bore  down  upon  us, 
who,  after  a  few  fhot  being  fired 
at  her,  flruck  to  his  majefty’s  fhip 
under  mycommand  ;  flic  proves  to 
be  Le  Henri,  a  French  privateer, 
from  Nantes,  carrying  14  guns, 
and  108  men;  jfhe  had  thrown  five 
of  her  guns  overboard,  had  been 
out  five  days,  and  taken  nothing, 
I  immediately  ordered  my  fir  ft 
lieutenant  Archbald,  with  Mr. 
Tritton  and  fixteen  other  fuper- 
numeraries  belonging  to  L’Aigle, 
to  take  pofteffion  of  her,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  in  company  with  me  to  Lift. 
bon,  where  I  have  the  additional 
pleafure  to  inform  your  lordfhip 
flie  is  fafe  arrived,  and  have  every 
reafon  to  expert  the  brig  will 
fhortly  join  us.  I  am,  & c.\ 

Rich.  Williams. 

This  Gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  captures  of  a  French 
privateer  ftiip,  of  20  guns  and  90 
men,  copper-bottomed,  and  a  fall 
failer,  by  his  majefty’s  (loop  L’Ai- 
gle,  capt.  Tyler;  Le  Buonaparte 
French  privateer,  carrying  two 
guns,  lome  fvvivels,  and  40  men, 
bv  the  Lively,  capt.  Hope;  a  Spa- 
nifu  fchooner  privateer,  mounting 
four  carriage  guns  and  12  fwivels, 
with  40  men,  new  and  coppered. 
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by  the  Speedy,  capt.  Downman  ; 
and  L’Henroufle  Nouvelle  French 
fhip  privateer,  .of  22  guns,  and 
130  men,  by  the  Indefatigable, 
captain  fir  Edward  Pellew. 

6.  A  general  court  of  proprie¬ 
tors  of  bank  flock  was  held  at 
the  Bank,  convened  by  public 
advertifement,  at  the  inflance 
of  nine  proprietors,  “  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  propriety  of  a  fubfcrip- 
tion  to  the  books  now  opened 
for  receiving  contributions  for  the 
public  fervice,  to  be  made  by  the 
Bank  in  its  corporate  capacity.” 
At  twelve  o’clock  the  directors 
came  in,  and  Mr.  Thornton  offici¬ 
ated  as  locum  tenens  for  the  governor 
(Mr.  Raikes),  whofe  abfence,  he 
informed  the  court,  could  not  be 
avoided.  He  flated  the  purpofe  for 
which  they  were  aflembled,  and  di¬ 
rected  the  fecretary  to  read  the  re¬ 
quisition  of  the  nine  proprietors  at 
whofe  defire  the  meeting  had  been 
called.  -After  Mr.  Belt  had  read 
the  letter, 

Mr.  Fofter  (the  banker)  informed 
the  court,  that  he  had  ferious  doubts 
in  his  mind,  whether  as  a  corpo¬ 
rate  body,  that  meeting  had  a  right 
to  difpol'e  of  the  property  in  bank 
flock,  not  being  able  to  fay  how 
thofe  members  who  were  not  pre- 
fent  could  be  bound  by  their  de¬ 
termination.  He  profelfed  himfelf 
a  friend  to  the  meafure  about  to  be 
propofed,  but  wiflied  for  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  head. 

Mr.  Thornton  faid,  that  having 
himfelf  no  doubt  of  the  power  of 
the  prefent  meeting,  he  had  not  di¬ 
rected  the  counsel  for  the  Bank  to 
attend,  or  to  give  his  opinion  on 
the  fubjeCt ;  but  informed  the  court 
that  their  folicitor  (Mr.  Kaye) 
was  prefent,  who  would  give  them 
every  fatisfa&ory  information  in 
his  power. 

Mr.  Kaye  then  read  various  ex- 


(o) 

tra&s  from  their  charter,  and  other 
official  documents,  tending  to  prove, 
that  the  body  of  the  ^proprietors 
were  to  be  governed  by  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  voices  to  be  collected  at  a 
general  meeting. 

Mr,  Fofler  again  rofe.  He  faid 
his  doubts  were  ftill  unfatisfied ; 
and  before  the  meeting  proceeded 
to  the  adoption  of  any  thing  deci- 
five,  he  fubmitted  to  it  the  propri¬ 
ety  of  taking  the  opinion  of  their 
counfel  on  the  fubjeCt  of  his  doubts. 

Mr.  Smith  (of  the  houfe  of  Smith 
and  Devifme)  called  the  attention 
of  the  proprietors  to  the  alarming 
fituation  of  the  country.  He  ex¬ 
horted  the  meeting  to  be  alive  to 
the  prefent  exigencies,  to  lend  their 
beft  aid  to  avert  the  furrounding 
difficulties,  and  by  their  conduCt  of 
that  day,  fet  an  example  worthy  of 
the  imitation  of  all  other  corporate 
bodies  in  the  kingdom  :  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving,  “  That  the 
governor  or  deputy  governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  be  directed 
by  this  court  to  fubfcribe  at  the 
books  now  opened  for  receiving 
contributions  for  the  public  fer¬ 
vice,  the  fum  of - - — 

Mr.  Bofanquet  flated  it  as  his 
opinion  (in  an  fiver  to  his  friend 
Mr.  Fofler),  that  he  had  no  doubt 
in  his  mind,  but  that  the  court 
then  aflembled  had  full  power  to 
come  to  any  refolution  they  might 
think  fit,  by  which  the  proprietors, 
in  their  corporate  capacity,  were 
bound  to  abide. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lufhington  fe- 

v  o 

conded  the  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
and  began  a  very  long  fpeech,  by 
exprefling  his  affent  to  the  fenti- 
ments  exprefled  by  Mr.  Bofanquet, 
relative  to  the  right  the  prefent 
meeting  had  of  voting  any  part  of 
the  furplus  of  the  profits  of  the 
corporation  to  be  applied  to  any 
fpecific  purpofe.  The  alderman 
then  drew  a  pi  Chi  re  of  the  flate  of 
(B  2)  this 
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this  country,  contrafting  it  with 
France,  and  reminded  the  meeting 
of  the  iacrifices  made  at  the  period 
of  the  revolution.  The  queflion 
now,  he  laid,  was  not,  whether 
one  form  of  the  conftitution  or  an¬ 
other  fhould  be  preferred,  but  we 
were  now  contending  whether  this 
day  three  months  we  fhould  have 
any  conftitution  at  all.  Fie  en¬ 
treated  them  to  reflect  on  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  moment,  and  the 
neceftity  of  great  exertion.  An 
example  had  been  fet,  he  faid,  by 
the  higheft  perfonage  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  which  many  appeared  to 
think  would  have  had  a  better  effeCt, 
had  the  fum  given  been  larger.  He 
had  taken  much  pains  to  acquire 
information,  as  to  the  means  of  the 
perfonage  he  alluded  to  ;  and  as  it 
was  well  known  that  the  civil  lift 
was  appropriated  by  a£t  of  parlia  ¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  the  only  fum  which 
his  majefty  had  at  his  own  difpofal, 
was  the  fum  of  6o,cool.  per  annum, 
which  was  given  not  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  difiipation,  but  for  thofe 
beneficent  purpofes  to  which  it  was 
conftantly  applied  by  that  great 
perfonage.  This  then  was  the  only 
income  pofleffed  by  his  m  a  jelly, 
out  of  which  he  had  mod  gene- 
roufiy  given  one  third.  He  trufled 
that  this  high  example  would  have 
its  effect,  and  induce  others  to 
offer  a  liberal  aid  to  the  fervices  of 
government. 

Mr.  Edward  Kemble  expreffed 
his  lcrrow  that  the  doubts  of  any 
individual  member  fhould,  for  ah 
inftant,  have  delaved  the  meeting 

o  *  o 

from  coming  to  a  refolution.  For 
his  own  part,  he  faid,  he  was  but 
a  ffnall  holder  of  bank  flock  ;  but 
was  it  ten  times  its  prefeiit  amount, 
irjoft  willingly  would  he  give  it, 
fhould  it  contribute  to  the  down¬ 
fall  of  an  implacable  and  ambitious 
enemy,  or  to  the  reftoration  of  peace. 
He  entreated  that  fome  member 


would  nowmoveto  fill  up  the  blank. 

Mr.  Thornton  obferved,  in  com 
Sequence  of  what  had  fallen  from 
Mr.  Lufhinglon,  refpe&ingthe  con-* 
tribution  of  a  high  perfonage,  and 
he  thought  it  prudent  tq  ftate,  that 
a  communication  on  that  fubjeCfc 
had  been  fentto  the  governor,  from 
authority  that  might  be  relied  on, 
that  in  contradiction  to  the  various 
rumours  which  had  gone  abroad, 
an  income  of  6o,oool.  per  annum., 
derived  from  the  civil  lift,  was  the 
whole  fum  at  the  difpofal  of  his 
majefty — nor  was  there  any  fum  o. 
money,  in  this  or  any  other  coun¬ 
try,  which  he  could  appropriate  t® 
this  purpofe, 

Mr.  Hunter  then  moved,  that 
the  blank  be  filled  up  with  the  fum 
of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

Several  members  were  for  half  a 
million. 

Mr.  Smith  begged  leave  to  fill  up 
the  blank  with  the  fum  mentioned 
bv  his  friend  (Mr.  Hunter),  which 
being  done,  the  queftion  was  put, 
and  carried  unanimoufly. 

Shrevejbury  t  Feb.  7.  About  three 

weeks  ago:  as  lord  Berwick’s  work- 

£>  /  t 

men  were  employed  in  digging  his 
lordfliip’s  new  piece  of  water,  be¬ 
tween  Ternbridge  and  the  river 
Severn,  in  a  ploughed  field,  yet  at 
a  very  little  more  than  plough- 
depth,  beneath  the  furface  of  the^ 
earth,  they  came  to  an  enclofure 
of  large  ftones,  within  which  were 
ranged  three  large  glafs  urns  of  very 
elegant  workmanfhip,  one  large 
earthen  urn,  and  two  fmaller  ones 
of  fine  red  earth.  Each  of  the  urns 
has  one  handle,  and  the  handles  of 
the  glafs  urns  are  elegantly  ribbed. 
The  glafs  urns  were  about  twelve 
inches  in  height,  and  ten  in  dia¬ 
meter.  The  large  earthen  urn  is  Co 
much  broken  that  its  dimenfions 
cannot  be  made  out :  but  on  its  han¬ 
dle  are  ftamped  the  letters  spah, 
which  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  work*. 

man’s 
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man’s  mark ;  the  finall  urns  are 
about  nine  inches  high.  Within 
the  glafs  urns  were  the  remains  of 
burnt  bones  and  fine  mould  ;  and 
in  each  a  fine  glafs  lachrymatory, 
confiding  of  the  fame  materials  as 
the  urn,  which  are  a  mo  ft  beauti¬ 
ful  tranfparent  light  green.  Near 
one  of  them  was  a  part  of  a  jaw¬ 
bone,  with  a  grinder  quite  perfect 
therein.  An  earthen  lamp,  and  a 
few  Roman  coins  of  the  lower  em¬ 
pire,  of  no  value,  were  difcovered 
in  the  fame  place.  The  whole  was 
covered  with  large  fiat  ftones, 
whereon  was  laid  a  quantity  of 
coarfe  rock  ftone  ;  from  which  ex¬ 
traordinary  care  to  preferve  thefe 
remains,  as  well  as  from  the  fine 
quality  and  colour  of  the  glafs, it  may 
be  prefumed  to  have  been  the  burial 
place  of  fome  family  of  didin&ion, 
refident  in  the  neighbouring  colony 
of  Uriconium.  One  of  the  glafs 
urns,  and  part  of  another,  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  the  larger  earthen  urn,  one 
of  the  fmall  ones,  one  of  the  lachry¬ 
matories,  the  lamp,  and  a  few  coins, 
are  the  only  parts  of  this  mod  curi¬ 
ous  difcovery  which  were  refctied 
from  the  fpades  of  the  workmen. 

9.  This  day  at  one  o’clock, 
the  lord-mayor,  attended  by  a 
numerous  body  of  refpeCtable  mer- 
hants,  bankers,  &c.  appeared  up¬ 
on  a  temporary  hu dings  erect¬ 
ed  in  the  Roval  Exchange,  for 
the  purpote  of  promoting  the  vo¬ 
luntary  contributions  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  country.  The  whole 
area  of  the  Exchange  was  crowded 
with  the  mod  refpedtable  mer¬ 
chants  and  traders  of  London,  to 
the  number  of  many  hundreds.— 
The  lord-mayor,  in  a  fliort  fpeech, 
having  dated  the  objeT  of  the 
meeting,  Mr.  Bofanquet  faid,  they 
were  now  called  upon,  in  a  crifis 
©f  danger  and  difficulty,  to  dep 
forward  in  defence  of  their  count- 

•  ^  V  ‘  y  ‘  ‘  *  . 


try.  It  was  not  neceffary  for  him 
to  remind  them  of  the  conted  in 
which  we  were  engaged  :  it  was  ad¬ 
mitted  by  the  merchants  of  Lon¬ 
don,  that  we  were  druggling  for 
the  prefervatjon  of  a  conditution 
diffufing  invaluable  bleffings,  and 
protecting  all  ranks  of  men  from 
opprefiion  and  tyranny.  The  mer¬ 
chants  of  London,  he  was  certain, 
would  ever  fupport  the  high  cha¬ 
racter  for  patriotifm  and  liberality, 
which  they  had  fo  fuccefsfully  eda- 
blidied ;  and  he  hoped,  that  the 
prefent  fubfcription  would  not  only 
aid  the  public  fervice  in  a  very  ma¬ 
terial  degree,  but,  as  a  proof  of  the 
general  feeling  and  fentiments  of 
the  country,  would  be  univerfal. 
He  wifhed  it  to  extend  from  one  end 
of  thefe  kingdoms  to  the  other,  that 
the  world  may  be  convinced,  that 
Britons  are  unanimous  in  their  de¬ 
termination  to  defend  their  condi¬ 
tution  and  government,  as  by  law 
edablifiied,  againd  the  utmod  ef¬ 
forts  of  a  ferocious  and  inveterate 
enemy.  Mr.  Bofanquet  concluded 
his  fpeech  with  propofing  feveral 
refolutions,  dating  the  necefiity  of 
the  fubfcription,  from  the  conchnft 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  propofing  that 
books  fiiould  be  opened  at  the  Ex¬ 
change  for  fubferiptions,  to  be  af¬ 
terwards  forwarded  to  the  Bank  of 
England  ;  recommending  at  the. 
fame  time  to  all  bodies  corporate, 
mayors  and  chief  officers  of  cities 
and  towns  in  the  kingdom  to  call 
meetings,  and  promote  fubferip¬ 
tions,  in  their  refpeCHve  diftriCts. 
The  refolutions  were  unanimoufly. 
agreed  to,  and  loud  flouts  of  ap- 
plaufe.  The  thanks  of  the  meeting 
were  then  returned  to  the  lord 
mayor,  and  books  were  immedi¬ 
ately  opened,  to  which  great  num¬ 
bers  appeared  crowding  to  enter 
their  names. 

Before  the  meeting'  broke  up; 
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Mr.  alderman  Watfon  ftepped  for¬ 
ward,  and  exclaimed — 44  One  cheer 
for  Old  England,’’  which  was  im¬ 
mediately  given  with  great  enthu- 
fiafm;  and  it  was  followed  by  ano¬ 
ther— -for  44  The  King.” 

As  foon  as  the  meeting  was  dif- 
folved,  four  ferrate  books  were 
opened  on  the  huttings;  and  at  the 
clofe  of  the  day,  the  exafit  Turn  fub- 
feribed  in  call)  was  46,534b  34s. 
6d.  which,  if  calculated  for  the 
time  the  books  were  opened,  is  at 
the  rate  of  400b  a  minute.—  The 
number  of  fubferibers  was  gi8, 
and  the  fubferiptions  from  one  gui¬ 
nea  to  3000b  which  )aft  fum  was 
the  donation  of  the  houfe  of  Boyd, 
Benfield,  and  Co.  with  the  promife 
of  continuing  it  annually  during 
the  war.  Several  other  fubferip- 
tion*  were  alfo  fet  down  as  annual ; 
and  the  whole  are  free  gifts,  with¬ 
out  any  reference  to  a  composition 
in  lieu  of  taxes. 

The  manager  of  Covent-garden 
theatre,  with  a  laudable  Spirit  of 
patriotifm,  devoted  the  profits  of 
this  night’s  entertainment  to  the  vo¬ 
luntary  fubfeription  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  After  the  play  an 
interlude,  confiding  of  loyal  and 
patriotic  fongs,  was  given.  There 
was  not  a  crowded  houfe,  but  a 
large  and  elegant  audience  ;  and  as 
the  price  of  admiffion  to  the  boxes 
and  pit  was  advanced,  and  all  the 
performers  and  fervants  of  the  houfe 
played  gratuitoufly,  the  profits  mutt 
have  been  onfiderable. 

Admiralty  Office ,  Feb.  13. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  V ice- Admi¬ 
ral  Kingfmiil,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  His  Majefty’s  Ships  and 
Vettels  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  at 
Cork,  the  4th  Inttant, 

SIR, 

Pleafe  to  lay  before  my  lords 
committioners  of  the  admiralty. 


the  accompanying  letter  to  me  from 
captain  Frafer  of  his  majefty’s  {hip 
Shannon,  giving  account  of  his 
having  captured,  off  Cape  Clear, 
on  the  2d  inttant,  a  large  French 
fliip  privateer,  mounting  24  guns 
and  1 50  men,  with  which  he  arriv¬ 
ed  here  laft  evening. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  Kingsmill. 

Shannoti ,  Cove  of  Corf  Feb.  3. 
SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that 
yefterday,  at  three  P.  M.  being  fix 
or  eight  leagues  to  the  fouthward 
of  Cape  Clear,  with  his  majefty’s 
fliip  under  my  command,  I  faw  and 
gave  chafe  to  a  ftiip  in  the  N.  E. 
She  at  firffc  hoifted  Englifh  colours, 
but  on  the  Shannon’s  firing  a  (hot 
towards  her,  file  hauled  them  down, 
hoifted  the  national  flag,  and  fired 
her  ftern  chafes  ;  continuing  to  do 
fo  (without  effedf)  until  the  Shan¬ 
non’s  fliot  fell  far  beyond  her, 
when  (lie  ftruck  her  colours,  and 
brought  to  at  five  P.  M. 

She  is  called  Le  Duguay  Trouin, 
a  privateer  of  St.  Male,  commanded 
by  citizen  Legue,  mounting  24  fix 
pounders,  feveral  of  which  were  > 
thrown  overboard  during  the  chafe, 
and  armed  with  150  men. 

She  failed  from  St.  Malo  the  3d 
of  November,  but  having  been 
forced  into  the  river  Benois,  in 
Brittany,  by  bad  weather,  file  had 
been  only  eighCdays  from  thence  ; 
Hie  had  taken  nothing  until  early  in 
the  morning  -of  the  day  I  fell  in 
with  her,  when  flie  captured  the 
Wilding,  of  Liverpool,  Henry 
Ward,  matter,  from  Jamaica,  23  of 
whofe  crew  I.  found  on  board  her. 

I  have  to  regret  the  extreme  hazi- 
nefs  of  the  weather  all  dav,  which 
prevented,  any  objedt  from  being 
feen  at  more  than  four  or  five  miles 
diftance,  otherwife  I  think  I  mutt: 
have  feen  and  re-captured  that  ftiip; 
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but  it  blowing  very  frefh  at  weft,  it 
was  late  in  the  night  before  the 
prize  could  be  fecured  and  the  pri- 
foners  fluffed,  which  having  done, 
I  thought  it  neceflary,  from  the 
number  on  board,  and  the  ftate  of 
the  Shannon’s  rigging,  which  had 
fuffered  much  in  the  late  gale,  to 
proceed  for  this  port. 

Le  Dugnay  Trouin  is  112  feet 
long  on  the  gun  deck,  and  30 
broad  ;  fhe  is  very  well  found  in 
every  thing  as  a  privateer,  and  fails 
faft.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Alex.  Fraser. 

Vice-Admiral  Kingfmill,  Cork* 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  a  Spanifh 
letter  of  marque,  of  6  guns  and  17 
men,  by  the  Aurora,  capt.  Digby. 

13,  The  lord  mayor  held  a  court 
of  common  council,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  requifition  he  receiv¬ 
ed  while  fitting  in  the  laft  court,  for 
the  purpofe  of  confidering  a  motion 
for  voting  a  fum  in  aid  of  the  vo¬ 
luntary  contributions  at  the  bank 
of  England,  for  the  defence  of  the 
Country. 

Pvlr.  deputy  Welch  introduced 
the  motion,  obferving,  that  at  this 
momentous  crifis,  it  was  neceflary 
for  fomethingmore  than  profeflions 
to  be  done;  he  would  therefore 
move,  that  the  fum  of  10, cool,  be 
voted. 

i\fter  feveral  gentlemen  had  given 
their  opinion  on  the  fubjecft,  the 
amended  motion  was  negatived,  and 
the  court almoft  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  vote  io,oool.  and  the  chamber- 
lain  figned  the  book  for  the  fame. 

The  refolution  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  in  the  papers. 

After  the  court  broke  up,  feveral 
of  the  aldermen  and  commoners 
fubfcribed  their  names  for  various 
fums  in  a  book,  which  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  Mr.  Kemble. 


Admiralty  Office,  Feb.  17.  Tin’s 
gazette  gives  an  account  of  the 
capture  of  Le  Mars,  of  Nantes,  pri¬ 
vateer,  16  guns  and  220  men,  by 
capt.  lord  A.  Beauclerk,  of  the 
Dryad. 

iq.  I11  the  court  of  King’s- 
bench  came  on  before  a  fpecial  jury 
the  caufe  of  Fergufon  v.  Adding¬ 
ton. 

Mr.  Fergufon  addrefled  the  jury, 
and  ftated,  that  he  was  plaintiff  in 
this  cafe  againft  fir  William  Ad¬ 
dington,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but 
he  fliQuid  convince  the  jury  that  a 
more  aggravated  cafe  never  came 
before  a  court  of  juftice.  The  de¬ 
fendant  had  proclaimed  him  to  his 
country  as  a  violator  of  the  laws  of 
his  country,  and  of  having  incited 
the  people  to  hatred  and  contempt 
of  the  king’s  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment.  Upon  this  charge  he  had 
feized  and  imprifoned  him,  and 
treated  him  with  every  fpecies  of 
infult.  It  was  unneceffary  for  him 
to  ftate,  that  a  charge  of  this  kind 
was  at  all  times,  and  under  any  fitu- 
ation,  a  molt  ferious  charge ;  but, 
at  a  moment  like  the  prefent,  it  was 
infinitely  more  fo.  Party  zeal  and 
prejudice  now  ran  fo  high,  that  a 
man  accufed  of  fuch  an  offence, 
could  not  expert  to  have  his  defence 
heard  difpaffionately  by  the  public. 
In  the  peculiar  fituation  in  which 
he  flood,  fuch  an  attack  might  have 
proved  his  utter  ruin.  He  had  late¬ 
ly  been  called  to  the  bar,  after  an 
oppofition  from  fome  gentlemen, 
which  he  hoped,  upon  cool  re¬ 
flexion,  they  were  as  able  to  recon¬ 
cile  to  their  confidences  as  he  was 
willing  to  forget  it.  But  he  wiflied 
to  afk  the  jury,  how  a  man  accufed 
of  fuch  an  offence  could  come  into 
a  court  of  juftice  to  undertake  the 
defence  of  the  rights  of  others,  and 
to  call  for  the  due  adminiftration  of 
(B  4)  that 
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that  law,  of  which  he  was  m.cufed 
of  being  a  violator?  Even  the  no¬ 
ble  judge  upon  the  bench,  with  all 
his  delire  to  do  ftriCt  and  impartial 
jufticf,  muft  feel  his  mind  in  fome 
degree  prejudiced  from  a  charge 
like  this,  becaufe  he  could  not  be 
exempt  from  the  infirmities  of  hu¬ 
man  nature.  He  trufted  that  no 
prejudice  would  be  excited  againft 
him  from  the  circumftance  of  his 
appearing  in  perfon  to  plead  his 
own  caufe  ;  but  his  character  was 
involved  upon  this  occafion,  and 
no  other  perfon  could  fo  well  {late 
what  his  feelings  were,  and  what 
were  the  motives  which  induced 
him  to  bring  this  aCtion.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  that  reafon,  he  certain¬ 
ly  fliould  have  profited  bv  the  elo¬ 
quence  and  ingenuity  of  the  learn¬ 
ed  gentleman  below  him  (Mr.  Er- 
ikine),  from  whofe  zeal  and  friend- 
fliip  he  had  every  thing  to  expeCL 
From  the  general  intereft  which 
this  cafe  had  excited,  it  appeared  to 
him. to  be  impoflible  that  it  could 
be  raifed  by  his  individual  injury, 
grofs  and  aggravated  as  it  was. 
The  public  lliewed  by  the  intereft 
which  they  took  in  this  caufe,  that 
they  thought  their  interefts  and 
their  liberties  were  at  ilfue.  The 
queftion  for  their  decifion  was  fim- 
ply  this.  Whether  a  magiftrate  had 
a- right,  under  the  pretence  of  obey¬ 
ing  an  a  Cl  of  parliament,  to  take  up 
an  individual  for  exercifing  his 
rights  as  a  free  fubjedt  ?  With  re- 
fpedt  to  the  made  in  which  this  de¬ 
fence  was  to  be  carried  on,  he  beg¬ 
ged  to  fay  one  word  :  he  did  not 
expedt  to  have  met  with  fo  formi¬ 
dable  an  opponent  as  Mr.  White 
upon  this  occafion.  But  though  he 
faw  him  attending  as  folicitor  for 
the  defendant,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  the  Treafury  would  no  more 
pay  him  than  they  would  the  da¬ 
mages  which  the  jury  might  think 


proper  to  award  in  this  cafe.  But, 
in  any  capacity,  Mr.  White  was  a 
moft  formidable  opponent,  particu¬ 
larly  when  fupported  by  the  firft 
law  officers  of  the  crown.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  it  might  be 
fuppofed  that  he  felt  fome  alarm  ; 
but  he  felt  no  kind  of  uneafinefs, 
and  he  was  fure  the  jury  would 
foon  bedifcharged  from  their  duty. 
The  attorney-general  had,  upon 
many  occafions,  Hated,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  at  the  Old  Bailey  during 
the  trials  for  high  treafon,  that  he 
never  commenced  a  profecution 
which  his  confcience  did  not  call 
upon  him  to  do 4  he  (the  attorney- 
general,)  had  ftated,  that  his  cha¬ 
racter  was  more  dear  to  him  than 
all  the  wealth  of  this  world,  and  he 
wifhed  to  tranfmit  it,  untainted,  to 
his  children.  He  believed  the  at-i 
torney-general  was  perfectly  fincere 
in  this,  declaration ;  but  then  it  con¬ 
vinced  him,  that  great  mifrepre- 
fentationg  mu  ft  have  been  praCtifed 
upon  that  learned  and  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  in  this  cafe,  to  in¬ 
duce  him  to  undertake  this  defence. 
He cleft-red  the  jury  to  confider  who 
this  defendant  was ;  he  was  fir 
William  Addington,  a  perfon  whofe 
conduCt  as  a  juftice  of  peace  was 
not  very  immaculate.  He  had  ap¬ 
peared  before  that  court  very  often, 
and  had  beeh  found  guilty,  at  leaft 
of  error.  This  ought  to  have  been 
an  additional  reafon  to  the  attor¬ 
ney-general  to  have  been  more  mi¬ 
nute  in  his  inquiries- into  the  cafe 
before  he  undertook  this  defence. 
Fie  requefted  they  would  recoiled, 
that  the  defendant  was  a  magiftrate 
appointed  under  the  authority  of 
the  aCl  of  the  32d  of  the  king,  for 
the  prevention  of  felonies,  &c. 
within  the  city  of  London  and  the 
adjacent  parts.  Magiftrates  of  this 
kind  were  not  in  the  fame  fituation, 
nor  had  they  the  fame  duties  to 
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perform,  that  thofe  independent 
gentlemen,  who  undertook  that  im¬ 
portant  office,  had ;  and  it  was  ra¬ 
ther  lingular  to  obferve,  that  this 
a<ft,  for  the  fir  ft  time,  introduced 
the  words  fit  and  able  men,  as  the 
perfons  who  were  to  fill  that  office; 
in  this  they  had  deviated  from  the 
good  old  practice  of  our  anceftors, 
who,  when  they  were  deferibing 
the  necedary  qualifications  of  a 
magiftrate,  ufed  the  terms  good, 
lawful,  and  worthy  men .  The  words 
fit  and  able  were  rather  lingular  to 
apply  to  a  magiftrate.  It  might  oe 
very  proper  to  fay,  a  fit  and  able 
foldier,  a  fit  and. able  failor,  or  even 
a  fit  and  able  hangman  ;  but  furely 
it  was  an  expreffion  that,  of  all 
others,  did  not  belong  to  a  juftice 
of  the  peace. 

Mr.  Fergufon  then  proceeded  to 
read  feveral  extracts  from  the  fta- 
tutes  of  Edward  the  3d  and  Rich¬ 
ard  the  2d,  relating  to  the  office  of 
juftice  of  the  peace. .  He  faid,  he 
read  thofe  extracts  to  (hew,  that 
thofe  juftices  were  not  what  they 
were  required  to  be  by  the  old  law 
of  this  country,  and  to  convince 
juries  that  they  ought  to  be  much 
more  jealous  of  fuch  men  as  thefe, 
than  they  ought  to  be  of  indepen¬ 
dent  gentlemen,  who  took  that 
troublefome  office  without  any  pe¬ 
cuniary  object  whatever.  Upon 
this  fubjeft  he  begged  to  read 
an  extract  from  Blackftone’s 
Commentaries,  which  treats  of 
the  danger  of  having  improper 
characters  in  that  fituation.  Thefe 
were  all  the  obfervations  he  fliould 
make  with  refpebt  to  this  defend¬ 
ant,  and  would  leave  it  to  the  jury 
t-o  draw  their  own  conclufion  from 
what  he  had  faid.  He-would  now 
ftate  to  the  jury  the  circumftances 
of  this  cafe :  in  the  firft  place, 
he  fliould  ftate  to  the  jury,  that 
the  aCt  under  which  the  defendant 
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pretended  to  have  a  fled  was  an  aft 
of  the  36th  of  the  prefent  king, 
better  known  by  the  name  of  the 
44  bill  for  the  better  prevention  of 
{edition,”  &c.  With  refpeft  to  this 
and  the  other  treafon  bill,  he  (ho u Id 
not  now  fay  one  word — if  the  elo¬ 
quence  of  the  beft  and  g  reate  ft  man 
this  country  had  produced,  and 
who  had  now'  retired  after  many  in- 

j 

effeCfual  efforts  for  the  lafetv  of  the 
country,  had  proved  ufelefs,  and 
had  had  no  weight  upon  the  coun¬ 
try,  it  would  be  highly  improper 
for  him  to  intrude  any  obfervations 
upon  the  court;  but  whatever  in¬ 
fringement  this  bill  had  made  upon  , 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  ftill  he 
admitted  that  if  the  defendant  had 
afted  fairly  upon  it,  then  this  aftion 
could  not  have  been  maintained* 
This  act  gave  great  powers  to  ma* 
giftrates.  No  meeting  could  be 
held  unlefs  a  public  and  fpeciiic  no¬ 
tice  of  it  was  given ;  and  the  ma- 
giftrates  have  authority  to  difperfe 
any  meeting  affembled  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  notice,  in  certain 
cafes.  The  claufe  which  applied 
to  his  cafe  Was  the  7th,  which  en¬ 
acts,  that  if  any  perfon  fliall  wilful¬ 
ly  and  advifedly  maintain  any  pro¬ 
portion,  or  hold  any  difeourfe, 
tending  to  turn  into  contempt,  or 
excite  difeontent  againft  his  ma- 
jefty’s  perfon  and  government,  the 
magiftrates  who  may  be  prefent  are 
authorifed  to  take  him  into  cufto- 
dy.  It  was  for  the  jury  to  confider 
whether  he  had  been  guilty  of  this 
offence  :  and, if  he  had  not  been 
guilty,  to  give  fuch  damages  as  in 
their  judgment  the  juftice  of  the 
'  cafe  required. 

He  fhould  now  proceed  to  ftate 
the  circumftances  of  this  cafe  : — 
There  was  an  advertifement  of  the 
London  correfponding  fociety,  in- 
ferted  in  an  evening  paper,  and 
'  figned  by  feven  householders.  He 

was 
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tvas  not  a  member  of  that  fociety, 
but  he  had  the  higheft  efleem  for  it, 
on  account  of  its  uniform  endea¬ 
vours  to  procure  areform  in  parlia¬ 
ment  upon  the  principle  of  univer- 
fai  fuffrage  and  annual  parliaments. 
There  was  nothing  in  that  adver- 

tifement  to  which  any  honed  man 

•/ 

could  he  fit  ate  to  fign  his  name. 
After  this  advertifement  had  been 
publiffied,  a  hand-bill  from  the  ma¬ 
gi  ftrates  of  Bovv-ftreet  was  polled 
up,  declaring  fuch  intended  meet¬ 
ing  to  be  illegal  ;  but  he  appre¬ 
hended  fuch  a  declaration  had  not 
the  power  of  making  it  illegal,  if 
the  meeting  in  itfelf  was  not  fo. 
The  executive  committee  of  the 
correfponding  fociety,  who  were 
anxious  in  every  refpeflto  conform 
to  the  law,  Pent  to  the  police-office, 
in  Bow-flreet,  to  know  upon  what 
ground  this  meeting  was  declared  to 
be  illegal,  but  they  were  not  in¬ 
formed.  The  meeting  was  held 
upon  the  3 ill  of  July,  and  he 
would  prove  to  the  fatisfaflion  of 
the  jury,  that  fo  far  from  having 
faid  or  done  any  thing  at  that  meet¬ 
ing  which  could  be  conllrued  into 
fedition,  there  was  not  a  fingle  part 
of  his  condufl  which  would  not 
convince  them  that  his  whole  ob¬ 
ject  was  to  make  the  people  adl 
peaceably,  and  difperfe  when  they 
were  called  upon  fo  to  do.  To 
prove  that  this  was  the  tenor  of  his 
condudf,  he  would  call  a  Mr.  Law, 
a  man  as  refpe£lable  as  any  who 
then  heard  him.  Mr.  Fergufon 
then  proceeded  to  Hate  what  Mr. 
Law  would  prove,  but  as  Mr.  Law 
was  afterwards  examined,  we  think 
it  unneceffary  to  detail  the  whole  of 
it  twice. 

During  the  time  he  was  in  the 
field,  there  was  a  rumour  that  the 
proclamation  had  been  read  in  ano¬ 
ther  part  of  the  field  :  he  made  in¬ 
quiry  into  this  fa&,  and  being  in- 
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formed  that  it  was  fo,  he  then  ad- 
vifed  the  people  to  difperfe,  and 
faid  there  could  be  no  good  in  hav¬ 
ing  thoufands  of  good  citizens 
butchered.  Much  ftrefs  might  be 
laid  on  the  word  butchered,  but 
certainly  without  jultice;  for  he 
ufed  it  as  a  flrong  argument  to  in¬ 
duce  the  people  to  difperfe  quietly. 
But  even  if,  in  the  warmth  of  pub¬ 
lic  fpeaking,  or  from  the  feelings 
that  animated  him  at  that  moment, 
he  had  ufed  a  flroqg  expreffion,  it 
would  not  be  fufficient  to  inculpate 
him,  becaufe  the  a£l  required  that 
they  fhould  be  fpoken  wilfully. 
When  he  ufed  that  expreffion,  no 
notice  of  it  was  taken  by  the  defen¬ 
dant  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  faid, 
u  that  is  right,  fir,  that  is  right,  fir  5 
“  you  fpeak  like  a  man.”  But  af¬ 
terwards,  when  he  faid,  u  We  fliall 
“  foon  fee,  citizens,  whether  the 
a  magiftrates  of  Bow-flreet  are  the 
“  interpreters  of  the  law  of  Eng- 
u  land,”  the  defendant  immediate¬ 
ly  called  out,  u  feize  that  fellow  \}> 
and  his  orders  were  obeyed.  In 
co nfi dering  how  his  conduct  fell 
within  the  meaning  of  the  fedition 
bill,  in  which,  for  thefirfl  time,  were 
ufed  the  word  %  government  and  conjii - 
tutien ,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  con- 
fider  the  meaning  of  thofe  two 
words. — If  the  government  and 
conflitution  were  to  be  feparated, 
and  the  former  was  to  be  taken  to 
mean  the  king’s  miniflers,  then,  in¬ 
deed,  there  would  be  an  end  to  all 
our  liberty. 

Mr.  F.  was  proceeding  to  put 
cafes  in  which  men  might  find  fault 
with  minifters,  when  he  was  inter¬ 
rupted  by 

Lord  Kenyon,  who  faid,  the 
plaintiff  ought  not  to  make  his  own 
defence  the  means  of  unneceffarily 
abfifing  others. 

Mr.  Fergufon  contended,  that  he 
was  only  fhewing  what  the  confe- 

quence 
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quence  of  this  a£fc  would  be,  if  fo 
large  an  interpretation  were  given 
to  it.  With  regard  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  which,  though  mentioned  in 
this  a£t  of  parliament,  had  never 
before  been  referred  to  in  any  ffa- 
tute,  it  was  not  fo  eafv  to  defcribe 
it.  The  only  thing  like  an  a<ff  of 
parliament,  in  which  the  conftitu- 
tion  was  mentioned,  was  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  king  William  at  the  glo¬ 
rious  period  of  the  revolution. — 
He  {hould  therefore  endeavour  to 
Ihew  what  the  conftitution  was,  bv 
reading  what  our  anceftors  thought 
were  infringements  of  it. 

[Mr.  Fergufon  here  proceeded  to 

read  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights.] 

“  Whereas  the  late  king  James 
the  Second,  by  the  affiffance  of 
divers  evil  counfellors,  judges,  and 
jninifters,  by  him  did  endeavour  to 
fubjedl  and  extirpate  the  proteftant 
religion  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
this  kingdom  :  by  a  (Turning'  and 
exercifing  a  power  of  difpenfing 
with  and  fufpending  of  laws,  and 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  without 
confent  of  a  parliament:  by  com¬ 
mitting  and  profecuting  divers  wor¬ 
thy  prelates,  for  humbly  petitioning 
to  be  excufed  from  concurring  to 
the  faid  a  (Turned  power  :  by  iffuing, 
and  caufing  to  be  executed,  acorn- 
million  under  the  great  Teal,  for 
erecting  a  court,  called  the  court  of 
commiffion  for  eccleliaftical  affairs ; 
by  levying  money  for  and  to  the 
ufe  of  the  crown,  by  pretence  of 
prerogative,  for  other  time,  and 
other  manner,  than  the  fame  was 
granted  by  parliament:  by  railing 
and  keeping  a  handing  army  within, 
the  kingdom  in  time  of  peace, 
without  confent  of  parliament  ; 
and  quartering  foldiers,  contrary  to 
law  :  by  caufing  feveral  good  fub- 
jetffs,  being  proteftants,  to  be  dif- 
armed,  at  the  fame  time  when  pa- 
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piffs  were  both  armed  and  employ¬ 
ed,  contrary  to  law  :  by  violating 
the  freedom  of  eleftions  of  mem¬ 
bers  to  ferve  in  parliament :  by 
profecution  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  for  matters  and  caufes  only 
cognizable  in  parliament;  and  by 
divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal 
courfes. 

u  And  whereas,  of  late  years, 
partial,  corrupt,  and  unqualified 
perfons  have  been  returned  and 
ftrved  on  juries  in  trials,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  diners  jurors  in  trials  for 
high  treafon  which  were  not  free¬ 
holders  :  and  exceffive  bail  hath 
been  required  of  perfons  commit¬ 
ted  in  criminal  cafes,  to  elude  the 
Denefit  of  the  laws  made  for  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  fubje<ft :  and  exceffive 
fines  have  been  impofed  :  and  ille¬ 
gal  and  cruel  punilliments  inflicted: 
and  feveral  grants  and  promifes 
made  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  be¬ 
fore  any  convi<ffion  or  judgment 
againff  the  perfons  upon  whom  the 
fame  were  to  be  levied. — Ail  which 
are  utterly  and  directly  contrary  to 
the  known  laws  and  ftatutes,  and 
freedom  of  this  realm. '* 

He  hoped  that  the  word  confuta¬ 
tion  had  not  been  inferted  in  the 
adt  of  parliament  to  which  he  had 
referred,  in  order  to  deceive  the 
people.  The  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people  were  a  part  of  the  con- 
fiitution  ;  and  he  who  faid  any 
thing  againff  them  was  guilty  of 
bringing  them  into  contempt,  and 
washable  to  punifbment  by  this  a<ff. 

He  affured  the  jury,  that  he  felt 
himfelf  unconcerned  as  to  the 
event  of  this  cafe,  except  in  as 
much  as  upon  it  depended,  in  a 
very  effential  degree,  the  liberty  of 
the  fubje<ff.  The  jury  were  infi¬ 
nitely  more  concerned  than  he  was; 

J  w 

and  whatever  the  event  of  it  might 
be,  he  {hould  have  the  fatisfa<ffion 
of  thinking  that  he  had  done  his  du¬ 
ty* 
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ty.  He  would  now  leave  this  cafe 
to  thedecifion  of  the  jury,  and  he 
trufted  they  would  return  fuch  a 

j 

verdict  as  would  fatisfy  their  coun¬ 
try,  whofe  rights  they  were  bound 
to  maintain  —  their  confcience, 
whofe  dictates  they  could  not  fpurn 
with  impunity — and  their  God,  in 
whofe  name  they  had  fworn  to  do 
juftice. 

He  then  called  Mr.  Law,  but 

The  attorney-general  faid,  he 
ought  firft  to  prove  the  notice  re¬ 
quired  by  adt  of  parliament  to  be 
given  to  magiftrates ;  but  having 
requeued  permifiion  to  proceed 
with  the  other  part  of  his  evidence, 

Lord  Kenyon  gave  him  permif- 
fion. 

He  then  called 

Mr.  Law,  who  premifed  his  evi¬ 
dence  by  faying,  he  did  not  belong 
to  the  London  correfponding  locie- 
ty,  nor  was  he  acquainted  with  the 
plaintiff.  Fie  was  prefent  in  the 
field  on  the  31ft  of  July.  He  faw 
the  defendant  getting  upon  the 
Hand,  or  tribune,  and  taking  out 
his  watch.  At  one  o’clock  they  be¬ 
gan  bufinefs :  there  were  fignals 
dilplayed  from  the  three  Lands,  or 
tribunes,  by  a  handkerchief.  The 
bufinefs  began  by  reading  the  ad- 
vertifement,  and  the  addrefs  to  the 
nation  :  having  gone  on  for  about 
ten  minutes,  there  was  a  noife 
among  the  people,  that  the  procla¬ 
mation  had  been  read  in  another 
part  of  the  field.  The  firft  expref- 
fion  he  (witnefs)  heard  the  plaintiff 
ufe  to  the  defendant  was,  44  has  the 
/“  proclamation  been  read  ?”  The 
anfwer  was,  “that  is  your  bufinefs, 
44  fir,  not  mine.”  After  a  fliort  pe¬ 
riod  had  elapfed,  fome  people  call¬ 
ed  out  that  it  had  been  read.  The 
plaintiff  then  addreffed  himfelf  to 
the  furrounding  crowd,  and  faid, 
4f  Citizens,  I  recommend  it  to  you 
44  to  difperfe,  and  return  peaceably 


44  home;  it  will  be  a  pity  that  ho- 
u  neft  inoffenfive  men  fhould  be 
44  butchered.”  The  defendant  faid, 
44  you  are  right,  fir.”  The  plain¬ 
tiff  faid,  44  Citizens,  be  affured  that 
44  we  fhall  foon  know,  whether  the 
<4  Bow-ftreet  magiftrates  are  to  be 
44  the  interpreters  of  the  law  of 
^  England.”  The  defendant  then 
called  out,  44  take  that  fellow  into 
4:4  cuftody!”  The  plaintiff  was. 
taken  out  of  the  tribune,  and  by 
accident  got  a  hurt  in  the  eye. 

Arch.  Ruthin  was  at  the  Brown 

Bear  when  the  plaintiff  was  in  cuf. 

todv  :  the  witnefs  received  an  or- 
* 

der  to  take  a  letter  from  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  but  defired  him  previoufly  to 
feal  it:  the  plaintiff  faid  it  was  of  a 
private  nature.  The  witnefs  de¬ 
livered  the  letter  to  the  magiftrates 
at  Bow-ftreet,  Mr.  Ford  and  the  de¬ 
fendant;  the  letter  was  opened  by 
the  defendant.  Upon  his  crofs-ex- 
amination  he  faid  the  plaintiff  had 
affented  to  the  letter  being  opened. 

The  plaintiff  then  called 

Mr.  L.  Kyd,  the  barrifter,  who 
faid  the  plaintiff  had  fent  for  him 
to  attend  him  at  Bow-ftreet.  He 
remembered  a  private  letter  having 
been  taken  up  by  the  defendant, 
who  addreffed  the  plaintiff,  and  put 
fome  queffion  to  him  refpedling  the 
nature  of  the  letter  ;  the  plaintiff 
faid  it  was  of  a  private  nature.— 
Some  converfation  then'  paffed, 
which  the  witnefs  did  not  recoiled!, 
and  at  laft  the  letter  was  opened  by 
the  authority  of  the  defendant,  who 
took  upon  himfelf  that  if  it  was  of 
a  private  nature  it  fhould  be  return¬ 
ed.  The  plaintiff  gave  no  autho¬ 
rity  for  its  being  opened  ;  it  was 
opened  and  returned ;  .it  was  a 
French  one.  On  his  crofs-exami- 
nation  by  Mr.  Law,  he  faid  that  he 
faw  the  plaintiff  did  not  objedt  to 
its  being  opened,  and  it  was  under- 
ftood,  that  if  it  was  of  a  private 

nature 
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nature  it  fhould  not  go  further  than 
the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Clark fbn,  attorney  for  the 
plaintiff,  then  proved  the  notice 
ferved  on  the  defendant.  4 

The  attorney-general  faid,  he 
was  not  furprifed  that  this  caufe 
was  not  tried  in  the  ufual  wav. 
The  act  of  parliament,  however, 
required  that  it  fliould  contain  the 
ground  of  the  aftiop,  and  no  evi¬ 
dence  fliould  be  received  that  did 
not  apply  to  the  charge  contained 
in  the  notice  ;  therefore,  it  was 
clear  that  the  notice  ought  to  have 
been  proved  firfi. 

Lord  Kenyon  faid,  he  was  forry 
the  attorney-general  had  not  refer¬ 
red  him  to  the  words  of  the  aft  be¬ 
fore,  for  he  was  now  convinced  he 
had  afted  wrong  in  fuffering  the 
other  evidence  to  be  given  firfi. 

The  attorney-general  then  Hat¬ 
ed,  that  the  aft  required  that  the 
name  and  residence  of  the  attor¬ 
ney  for  the  plaintiff  fliould  be  Hat¬ 
ed  on  the  back  of  the  notice, 
which  was  not  done  in  the  prefent 
inftance. 

Mr.  Fergufon  faid,  the  notice 
complied  with  the  fpirit  of  the  aft. 

Lord  Kenyon  faid,  the  words  of 
the  aft  were  exprefs,  and  he  could 
not  deviate  from  them.  He  ought 
to  erafe  the  notes  which  he  had 
taken.  He  was  aware,  when  he 
took  them,  that  he  was  doing  that 
which  he  fliould  hardly  have  done 
if  the  plaintiff  had  employed  coun- 
fcl.  He  fliould  always  be  glad  to 
grant  indulgence  to  any  perfon 
who  came  to  complain  of  an  inju¬ 
ry,  but  in  the  prefent  cafe^  the  po¬ 
sitive  words  of  the  aft  of  parliament 
mult  be  complied  with.  His  lord¬ 
ship  faid  he  recollefted  that  Mr. 
juftice  Yates  ufed  to  fay  that  this 
aft  ought  to  be  complied  with  in 
the  firiftefi  manner,  becaufe  it  was 
the  only  rule  the  magiffrates  had 


for  their  conduft.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  this 
objeftion  could  not  be  got  over, 
and  therefore  the  plaintiff  muff  be 
nonfuited. 

20.  This  gazette  contains  an  ac- 
count  of  the  capture  of  Le  Jafon 
privateer,  of  Nantes,  12  guns  and 
1Q0  men,  by  capt.  Durham,  of  the 
Anfon  ;  alfo  of  La  Branche  d'Olive, 
French  merchant  brig,  and  Le  Cul- 
tivateur  de  Rochelle  brig,  and  an 
armed  chaffe-maree,  by  capt.  Her¬ 
bert  of  the  Amelia. 

28.  Some  labourers  digging  for 
limeftone  on  the  fummit  of  a  cliff 
near  Penarth  Point,  in  the  county 
of  Glamorgan,  difcovered  the  re¬ 
mains  of  .four  human  bodies,  lying 
about  five  feet  beneath  the  furface 
of  the  earth :  two  larg;e  Hones 
were  placed  edge-way  s,  one  on  each 
fide,  and  a  third  on  the  top,  form¬ 
ing  fomething  like  a  coffin.  How 
long  they  have  lain  there,  no  con- 
jefture  can  be  formed ;  feveral 
teeth  were  perfeft,  but  the  bones 
mouldering  into  dufl  ;  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  four  Ikulls  certified  that  fo 
many  bodies  were  placed  as  it  were 
in  one  coffin.  In  the  c.ourfe  of  the 
two  following  days  the  remains  of 
three  more  bodies  were  found  near¬ 
ly  on  the  fame  fpot.  By  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Thomas  Bridges,  efq.  of 
Kymmin  cottage,  the  bones  were 
all  carefully  collected,  depofited  in 
a  wooden  cafe,  and  decently  inter¬ 
red  in  the  church-yard  at  Penarth. 

This  day  came  on,  to  be  heard 
before  fir  W.  Scott,  a  caufe  that 
much  attrafted  the  attention  of  the 
court,  inafmuch  as  it  was  conneft- 
ed  with  the  new  law  of  divorce  in 
France.  This  fuit  was  infiituted 
by  Mr.  Woodmafon  againfi  his 
wife,  to  obtain  a  divorce  a  menfa  et 
thoro ,  on  a  charge  of  an  adulterous 
intercourfe  with  a  perfon  of  the 
name  of  Freeborn.  The  plaintiff 
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and  his  wife  were  both  natives  of 
France,  blit  left  that  country  at  an 
early  period  of  their  lives,  and 
came  to  England.  In  1771,  the 
plaintiff  paid  his  addrefies  to  the 
defendant,  and  they  intermarried 
in  the  fubfequent  month  of  Febru¬ 
ary.  This  marriage  was  proved  by 
a  perfon  who  was  a  witnefs  to  the 
ceremony,  and  aifo  by  the  confef- 
fion  of  the  defendant  herfelf:  it 
was  folemnized  in  England.  Mr. 
Woodmafon  was  much  older  than 
bis  wife:  for  fome  time  after  the 
marriage,  they  redded  at  Batterfea, 
and  from  thence  removed  to  Lea- 
denhall-ftreet.  In  1789,  the  defen¬ 
dant  left  England,  and  went,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  relation,  to  Paris, 
where  file  redded  with  her  father 
and  mother  for  fome  years;  during 
all  this  period  die  had  a  feparate 
maintenance  allowed  by  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  who  continued  to  redde  in 
London.  In  1 795  die  returned  to 
London,  for  the  purpofe  of  procur¬ 
ing  from  the  plaintiff  an  additional 
allowance.  On  this  occadon  die 
continued  in  London  for  about 
feven  weeks  ;  but  during  this  pe¬ 
riod  die  did  not  cohabit  with  the 
plaintiff.  She  then  returned  to  Pa¬ 
ris,  and  in  a  diort  time  afterwards 
Pent  a  letter  to  a  relation  in  Eng¬ 
land,  dating,  among  other  things, 
that  die  was  going  to  be  divorced 
from  the  plaintiff  by  the  law  of 
France,  and  to  marry  a  Mr.  Free¬ 
born.  Proceedings  for  a  decree  of 
divorce  were  foon  afterwards  had  in 
the  marriage  court  in  Paris,  and  a 
fcntence  of  reparation  pronounced 
according  to  the  French  law.  Evi¬ 
dence  was  alio  adduced  to  prove 
that  the  defendant  and  Mr.  Free¬ 
born  cohabited  together  ;  and  that, 
in  confequence  of  the  before-men¬ 
tioned  fentence,  die  conftantly 
acknowledged  him  to  be  her  huf- 

o  .  •  . 

band.  After  the  civilians  were 
heard  on  both  ddes,  the  learned 
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judge  obferved,  that  the  evidence 
adduced  in  this  cafe  had  fatisfaifto- 
rily  proved  that  Mrs.  Woodmafon 
had  lived, in  France  with  Mr.  Free¬ 
born  on  the  footing  of  a  matrimo¬ 
nial  connexion,  and  that  a  divorce 
had  a&ually  taken  place  by  the  ex- 
iding  laws  of  that  country.  Under 
thefe  Lrcumftances,  fir  William 
was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 
plaintiff  had  edablidied  a  cafe  that 
entitled  him  to  a  fentence  of  di¬ 
vorce  from  bed  and  board,  which 
the  learned  judge  accordingly  pro¬ 
nounced  in  the  ufual  form. 

MARCH. 

1.  This  day,  about  half  paft 
three  o’clock,  the  following  per- 
fons  were  brought  to  town  from 
Margate,  where  they  had  been  ap¬ 
prehended  on  fufpicion  of  holding 
a  treafonable  correfpondence  with 
the  French  government :  Arthur 
O’Connor,  efq.  proprietor  of  a 
Dublin  newfpaper,  called  the  Prefs; 
John  Binns,  one  of  the  members  of 
the  correfponding  fociety,  a  fecre- 
tary  to  a  divifion,  and  the  fame 
who  was  tried  at  Warwick  in  An- 
gufl  laft  [fee  our  la  ft  vol.  p.  ( 1  30)} 
for  fedition;  James  Fevey,  alias 
Quigley,  alias  captain  Jones,  alias 
col.  Morris  ;  John  Allen,  a  native 
of  Ireland;  and  Jeremiah  or  Pa¬ 
trick  Leary,  fervantto  Mr.  O’Con¬ 
nor. — -See  March  8. 

Admiralty  Office,  March  3. 
The  following  letter  was  received 
at  this  office,  through  the  hands 
of  Capt.  McDouall,  command¬ 
ing  at  Yarmouth,  from  Lieute¬ 
nant  Treble. 

His  Majejiy's  armed  cutter  Cohour gy 
SIR,  February  26, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  yefterday  morning,  at  feven 
o’clock,  having  Cromer  bearing  S. 
67  W.  diftant  16  leagues,  we  fell 
in  with,  and,  after  nine  hours  chafe, 
(during  which  we  ran  one  hundred 
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miles,  one  half  the  time  blowing  a 
hard  gale  of  wind  at  W.  N.  W.), 
we  came  up  alongfide  and  captured 
La  Revaches  French  lugger  pri¬ 
vateer,  of  16  guns  and  62  men, 
after  a  running  fight  of  two  hours, 
clofe  alongfide. 

She  attempted  to  board  us  twice, 
but  being  repulfed,  and  a  well- 
dire<5led  broadfide  having  brought 
her  main  and  mizen  mails  by  the 
board,  and  Ihot  her  fore  yard  away, 
they  called  for  quarter. 

We  had  no  fooner  taken  poffeffion 
of  her,  than,  with  the  utrnolt  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  all  the  exertion  we  pof- 
ftbly  could  make  ufe  of  in  getting 
the  prifoners  Ihifted,  and  our  own 
people  back,  when  (he'funk,  having 
received  above  forty  (hot  between 
wind  and  water.  She  had  feven 
men  killed  and  eight  wounded. — 
I  am  happy  to  add,  we  had  only 
two  men  fiightly  wounded ;  the 
damage  we  fuftained  is  moftly  in 
our  malts,  fpars,  fails,  and  rigging. 
She  was  a  remarkable  fine  fait  fail¬ 
ing  veil'd,  had  only  cruized  fix 
days,  entirely  new,  fitted  out  for  a 
month’s  cruize,  and  the  largelt  lug¬ 
ger  that  failed  out  of  Calais. 

I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Mr. 
Jeffery,  mailer,  and  Mr.  Rolf, 
mate,  for  their  attention,  affiduity, 
and  prompt  execution  of  my  orders, 
as  well  as  all  the  officers  and  crew, 
who  deferve  the  highell  commend¬ 
ation  for  their  alacrity  in  knotting, 
fplicing,  and  Ihifting  fail  in  vari¬ 
able  weather,  and  through  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  courfes,  having  been  ex- 
pofed  to  a  lharp  and  well-dire£ted 
fire  from  the  Hern  chafes  and  muf- 
quetry  for  near  two  hours  before 
the  aftion  commenced. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Charles  Webb. 
Robert  McDouall,  efq. 

This  Gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  capture  of  La  Legere 


French  privateer,  out  twenty  days 
from  L’Orient,  and  bound  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  mounting  14  eight 
pounders,  and  4  thirty-two  pound 
carronades,  and  130  men;  and  an 
American  Ihip,  called  Eliza,  from 
Bolton  to  Amfterdam,  which  had 
been  taken  by  a  French  privateer  ; 
both  by  his  majefty’s  Ihip  Phaeton, 
captain  Robert  Stopford  ; — alfo,  Le 
Pour  Epie  French  lugger  privateer, 
mounting  4  fwivels,  with  17  men, 
by  the  Refolution  lugger,  Mr. 
Broad. 

Admiralty  Office ,  March 
This  Gazette  contains  accounts 
of  the  captures  of  L’Alexandrine 
French  lugger  privateer,  carrying 
4  fwivels,  1  carriage  gun,  and  28 
men,  by  his  majefty’s  Ihip  Charon, 
captain  Manby ;  and  La  Souffieur, 
mounting  4-  carriage  guns,  2  fwi¬ 
vels,  and  40  men,  by  the  Came- 
leon,  captain  Bowyer. 

Admiralty  Office ,  March  6. 
Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral 
Sir  Peter  Parker,  Bart.  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  His  Majef¬ 
ty’s  Ships  and  Veffels  at  Portf- 
mouth,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  the  4th  inftant. 

Inclofed  is  a  letter  from  captain 
Bowyer,  of  the  Cameleon  lloop, 
which  I  received  this  morning  by 
the  officer  who  brought  in  La  Soul- 

o 

fleur  French  privateer,  captured  by 
the  faid  Hoop  on  the  2d  inftant. 

Cameleon ,  March  3,  1 79S. 
SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that, 
on  Thurfday  the  ill  of  March,  at 
ten  A.  M.  Guernfey  bearing  fouth 
eight  leagues,  I  obferved  a  cutter, 
gave  chafe,  and  at  half  paft  five  P. 
M.  it  falling  little  wind,  and  by  the 
help  of  her  oars  fhe  efcaped  under 
the  forts  on  the  Ifle  of  Bafs.  If  I 
had  got  three  leagues  more  diftance 
to  run  I  Ihould  have  captured  he'r. 
At  three  A.  M.  of  the  2d,  faw  a 
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cutter,  gave  chafe,  and  at  four  took 
pofleffion  of  her.  She  proves  to  be 
the  Souffleur,  thirteen  days  from 
Cherbourg,  mounting  four  carriage 
guns,  two  fvvivels,  and  40  men, 
and  having  captured  this  cruife  the 
veftels  as  underneath,  three  of  the 
matters  being  on  board  me  ;  and  I 
am  in  hopes  to  retake  fome  of  thofe 
veflels,  the  wind  being  fouth.  I 
have,  &c.  R.  R.  Bowyer. 

P.  S.  I  have  fent  the  privateer 
into  port,  and  going  in  .chafe. 

Peggy  (loop  of  Cardigan,  James 
Prichard,  matter,  from  Dover  to 
Penzance,  with  wheat  and  barley. 

Camilla  brig,  John  JVPKenzie, 
matter,  from  Hull  to  Plymouth, 
with  coals. 

Delaval,  Charles  Mann,  matter, 
from  Sunderland,  laden  with  coals, 
bound  to  Plymouth. 

Bet  fey,  of  Guernfey,  Thomas 
Town  fend,  matter,  from  Guern¬ 
fey,  bound  to  Plymouth,  with 
wine. 

7.  From  the  account  of  Fanny 
Martin,  wife  of  the  boatfwain,  now 
at  New  York,  it  appears,  that  the 
mutiny  which  took  place  onboard 
the  Hermione  frigate,  in  Align  ft 
laft,  and  of  which  very  imperfect 
accounts  have  reached  this  country, 
■was  headed  by  William  Farmer,  the 
matter’s  mate ;  that  the  captain, 
nine  officers,  and  S.  lieutenant  of 
marines,  were  murdered  and  thrown 
overboard  ;  that  a  few  days  after¬ 
wards,  the  veftel  got  into  Laguijra, 
from  whence  fhe  was  permitted  by 
the  governor  to  go  to  that  city. — 
Oificers  murdered,  captain  Pigot, 
lieutenants  Spriggs,  Douglas,  Fen- 
fliavv ;  Mr.  Percy,  purler ;  Dr. 
Sanfom ;  Mr.  Manning,  captain’s 
clerk;  Mr.  Smith,  midffiipman  ; 
Mr.  Martin,  boatfwain;  and  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  marines,  name  forgot. 

8.  The  members  of  his  majefty’s 
molt  honourable  privy  council  met 


yefterday  at  eleven  o’clock,  and 
O’Connor,  Binns,  Fevey,  and  Al¬ 
len,  were  brought  up  to  be  examin¬ 
ed.  Warrants  were  on  Mondav 
night  ittued  for  the  apprehenfion  of 
feveral  perfons  who  were  thought 
to  be  implicated  with  the  above- 
named  prifoners;  and  a  Mr.  B.  of 
Charter-houfe  fquare  ;  a  Mr.  Burn¬ 
ham,  ,  of  Hampftead  ;  and  a  Mr. 
Evans,  of  Plough-court,  Fetter- 
lane,  were  taken  into  cuftody.  The 
officers  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Evans  yefterday  morning,  who  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  fecretary  of  the  corre¬ 
sponding  focietv,  and  at  whole 
houfe  they  ufually  held  their  meet¬ 
ings,  and  where  the  prifoners,  Fe¬ 
vey,  Binns,  and  Allen  lodged  ;  the 
two  latter  in  the  apartments  of  a 
Mr.  and  Mrs.' Smith,  who  were  ex¬ 
amined  to  prove  their  having  lodg¬ 
ed  in  the  apartments  which  they 
occupied  of  Mr.  Evans.  This 
houfe  having  been  fearched,  feve¬ 
ral  letters  were  found,  direfted 
from  Fevey,  alias  colonel  Morris, 
who  then  went  by  the  name  of 
Jones ;  but,  during  his  abfence 
from  England,  while  in  Ireland,  to 
which  place  he  accompanied  the 
brother  of  Binns,  he  aflumed  the 
title  of  Captain,  and  afterwards 
that  of  Colonel.  The  papers  feized 
were  examined  ;  and  the  meeting 
adjourned  till  feven  in  the  evening* 
Oh  the  council  aftembling  again, 
Mr.  B’s  papers,  of  Charter-houfe- 
fquare,  were  examined,  and  him- 
felf  called  in;  but,  nothing  appear- 
ing  againft  this  gentleman,  he  was 
discharged,  and  his  papers  given  up 
to  him.  At  eight  this  morning, 
O’Connor,  Binns,  Fevey,  and  Al¬ 
len,  were  conveyed  under  the  care 
of  his  majefty’s  meftengers,  and  fe¬ 
veral  of  the  police  officers,  to  the 
Tower,  where  they  were  received 
by  four  wardens  and  a  ferjeant’s 
guard;  and  placed  in- fcparate  apart¬ 
ments* 
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ments.  Mr.  O’Connor  appeared 
much  dejefted,  and  fcarcelv  fpoke 
to  any  of  the  perfons  who  were 
conveying  him  to  the  ftate  prifon. 
Leary,  the  fervant  of  Mr.  O’Con¬ 
nor,  was  at  the  fame  time  fent,  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  Mr.  Eaft,  to  the 
houfe  of  correction,  in  Cold-Baih 
fields. — (See  March  1.) 

Admiralty  Office^  March  10,  1798. 
A  lift  of  Veffels  captured  by  his 
Majefty’s  fhip  Daedalus  and  Hor¬ 
net  floop,  under  command  of 
Henry  Lidgbird  Ball,  Efq. 

Snow  Rebecca  (American),  from 
Charlefton  in  America,  bound  to 
the  Ifland  of  Goree ;  part  of  her 
cargo,  pitch,  tar,  dry  goods,  to¬ 
bacco,  coffee,  melaffes,  and  gun¬ 
powder.  The  naval  ftores  and 
gunpowder  taken  out  and  landed  at 
this  port,  and  the  veffel  liberated. 

ShipPrefident  (American  bottom 
with  an  Englifh  cargo)  bound  to 
Goree,  taken  by  the  enemy  off  the 
Iflands  de  Lofs,  and  re-captured  off 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Gambia  ; 
laden  with  fait.  Veffel  and  cargo 
returned  to  the  owner  here,  on  fal- 
vage  being  paid. 

Ship  Quaker  (late  belonging  to 
Liverpool,  retaken),  260  tons,  10 
guns,  36  men,  trading  on  the  coaft, 
bound  to  the  Ifland  of  Goree,  lad¬ 
en  with  merchandife,  and  337 
flaves. 

Sloop  Ocean,  retaken,  late  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Sierra  Leone  Com¬ 
pany,  from  Goree,  having  been 
trading  on  the  coaft,  bound  to  the 
Ifland  of  Goree  ;  laden  with  cloth, 
iron  beads,  and  ten  flaves. 

Schooner  La  Profperite  (French), 
from  Goree,  bound  to  Goree,  laden 
with  Guinea  corn.  Difpofed  of 
here.  , 

Armed  fhip  Bell,  20  guns,  de- 
ftroyed  at  Goree. 

(Signed) 

H.  L.  Bax,l. 


Admiralty  Office ,  March  1  3,  1  798. 
Extra £1  of  a  letter  from  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  Kingfmill,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  and 
Veffels  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  at 
Cork  the  4th  i  tiff  ant. 

The  Greyhound  captured  a  Spa- 
tiilh  fhip,  named  La  Pefta  de  Bue¬ 
nos  Avres,  laden  with  hides  and 
tallow,  from  Monte  Video  to  Bil- 
boa,  which  flood  into  the  convoy* 
She  is  brought  in  here  by  the  Ma- 
gnanime,  along  with  the  James  of 
Liverpool,  outward-bound  Guinea- 
man,  which  having  beaten  off  one 
French  privateer,  had  fince  flood 
an  aftion  of  an  hour  and  an  half 
with  another,  but  was  captured 
after  lofing  her  mafter  and  boat- 
fwain,  who  were  killed,  and  had 
two  teamen  wounded,  one  of  whom 
is  fince  dead.  This  fhip  was  re¬ 
captured  by  the  Magnanime  on  the 
28th  lilt,  in  lat.  45  deg.  52  min* 
Ion.  1 1  deg.  7  min. 

13,  In  confequence  of  a  hack¬ 
ney  coach  being  found  ftanding  at 
a  very  early  hour  near  the  Metho- 
diff  burying-ground  in  Tottenharn- 
court  road,  with  the  dead  body  of 
a  child  in  it,  an  alarm  was  given, 
and  upon  a  general  fearch  in  that 
ground,  it  was  difcovered  that  great 
quantities  of  bodies  had  been  from 
time  to  time  removed,  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  diffeftion.' 

14.  Forgeries  of  a  new  defcrip- 
tion  were  difcovered  at  the  Bank, 
of  which  fome  accounts  will  be 
given  hereafter  in  the.  trials  of 
Meffrs.  Adamfon  and  Wilkinfon. 

19*  This  morning  about  ten 
o’clock,  Mr.  Barrett  of  Cheap- 
fid  e,  a  wholefale  dealer  in  the 
Manchefter  line,  was  apprehended! 
by  Lawrence,  a  city  marflial’s  man, 
at  the  Crofs  Keys,  Blackfriars 
Bridge,  on  a  charge  of  having 
forged  feveral  bills  on  the  houfe  of 
(G)  Mr. 
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Mr.  Seanfield,  in  Watling-flreet, 
who  is  alfo  in  the  Manchefter  line. 
He  was  taken  to  the  Poultry- 
Compter  ;  whence  he  lent  tb  the 
lord  mayor,  requeuing  he  would 
indulge  him  with  a  private  hearing, 
to  which  his  lordfhip  confented. — 
His  examination  came  on  at  feven 
In  the  evening ;  previous  to  which, 
two  officers  were  fent  to  his  houfe 
by  his  lordfhip,  to  feize  all  his  pa¬ 
pers  and  letters,  as  it  was  expended 
that  fome  important  matters  would 
be  developed  refpecding  certain  for¬ 
geries  in  which  Meffrs.  Adamfon, 
Wilkinfon,  and  Kavana,  are  in¬ 
volved;  w'hich  turning  out  to  be 
the  fa£t,  he  was  remanded  to  pri- 
fon.  Two  officers  each  took  hold 
of  an  arm  till  they  arrived  at  the 
gate  of  the  compter ;  when  the 
turnkey  went  forward  to  open  it, 
and  left  the  prifoner  with  his  part¬ 
ner.  Mr.  Barrett  availed  himfelf 
of  the  moment,  made  a  fudden 
fpring  from  under  his  arm,  and  ef¬ 
fected  his  efcape.  The  cry  of 
*  Stop  thief’  refounded  from  every 
quarter;  but  the  prifoner’s  voice 
was  among  the  loudeft :  he  directed 
his  courfe  down  Walbrook;  but 
fuch  a  confufion  enfued,  that  no 
one  laying  hold  of  the  right  perfon, 
(though  many  were  flopped)  he 
got  clear  off. 

Admiralty  Office,  March  20. 

The  London  Gazette  contains 
an  account  of  the  capture  of  La 
Sophie  French  cutter  privateer,  of 
four  guns  and  twenty  men,  belong¬ 
ing  to  St.  Malo.es,  by  bis  majefty’s 
cutter  TelemachUs,  lieutenant  Tho¬ 
mas  Newton. 

30.  This  day  Thomas  Cadell, 
efq.  was  unanimoufly  elected  aider- 
man  of  Walbrook  ward,  in  the 
room  of  William  Gil!,  efq. 

Admiralty  Office ,  March  3  1 . 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the 
Karl  of  St.  Vincent,  Commander 

in  Chief  of  His  Majefty’s  Ships 
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and  Veftels  on  the  Coaft  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  on  board  the  Ville  de  Faris, 
at  fea,  the  21  ft  of  February, 
1798.  . 

SIR, 

You  will  herewith  receive  letter^ 
from  capt.  lord  Henry  Powlett,  of 
his  majefty’s  fllip  the  Thalia,  and 
capt.  Lpwnman,  ©f  the  Speedy 
floop,  the  firft  giving  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  a  French  priva¬ 
teer,  and  the  latter  detailing  an 
aCtion  between  the  Speedy  and  an¬ 
other  of  the  enemy’s  privateers, 
which  does  great  honour  to  her 

<S> 

captain,  officers,  and  company. 

I  am,  &c.  St.  Vincent. 

Thalia  at  Sea ,  February  6,  1798. 
On  the  5th  inftant,  at  four,  A. 
M.  Cape  Finifterre  bearing  S.  W. 
feventy  leagues,  I  came  up  with 
and  captured  the  Antoine  French 
privateer  brig,  mounting  16  guns 
and  having  70  men  :  fhe  was  re¬ 
turning  from  a  cruife  to  Rochelle, 
having  captured  five  neutral  veflels. 
I  remain,  Sir,  See.  H.  Powlett. 
Speedy ,  Tagus ,  February  16,  17980 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
you,  that  on  the  3d  inftant,  at  day¬ 
light,  being  feventeen  leagues  weft 
of  Vigo,  we  difeovered  a  brig  bear¬ 
ing  down  on  us  with  all  fail  let. — « 
At  three  P.  M.  being  within  half  a 
mile  of  us,  Ihe  hauled  her  wind, 
and  opened  her  fire  ;  on  which  we 
made  all  fail  to  clofe,  engaging  her 
until  half  paft  five,  when  Hie  tack¬ 
ed,  and  made  fail  from  us.  I  im¬ 
mediately  tacked,  continuing  to 
engage  till  half  paft  feven,  when, 
from  her  advantage  of  failing  and 
little  wind,  fire  got  out  of  gun- 
fhot.  Owing  to  the  great  fwell, 
we  received  little  damage,  having 
only  our  fore  top-maft  (hot  through, 
with  fome  of  the  running  rigging 
cur.  It  falling  calm,  and  the  vef- 
fels-  feparating  againft  all  our  efforts 

with 
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with  the  fweeps,  I  had  the  morti¬ 
fication,  about  twelve  o’clock,  to 
fee  her  fire  feveral  guns  at  our 
prize  that  we  had  taken  the  day 
before.  Owing  to  the  good  con- 
<du£fc  of  the  mailer,  who,  with  12 
men,  were  on  board  the  prize,  bat- 
ened  down  twenty-fix  Spaniards, 
and  made  their  efcape  in  a  fmall 
boat.  At  day-light  a  breeze  of 
wind  fprung  up,  which  enabled  us 
to  fetch  her.  At  eight  o’clock  fhe, 
being  within  gun-fhot,  tacked,  and 
made  all  fail  from  us,  rowing  wfth 
her  fweeps  at  the  fame  time.  We 
chafed  her  until  noon,  when  they 
finding  file  had  the  heels  of  us, 
Shortened  fail,  wore,  and  ltood  to¬ 
wards  us,  with  a  red  flag  flying  at 
the  main  top-gallant-maft  head.  At 
half  pall  twelve,  being  within  pi- 
flol-fhot,  we  began  to  engage  her, 
with  the  wind  upon  the  larboard 
quarter.  At  two  oblerving  her  fire 
to  flacken,  I  thought  it  a  good  op¬ 
portunity  to  lay  her  on  board,  but 
at  that  inflant  file  wore,  and  came 
to  the  wind  on  the  flarboard  tack ; 
but  finding  us  clofe  upon  her  flar¬ 
board  quarter,  and  from  our  braces 
and  bow-lines  being  fhot  away,  our 
yard  coming  fquare,  file  took  the 
opportunity  to  put  before  the  wind, 
and  made  all  fail  from  us.  We 
immediately  wore  after  her,  firing 
mufquetry  at  each  other  for  twenty 
minutes,  and  fo  foon  as  the  lower 
mall  was  fecured,  fet  our  fludding 
fails,  and  continued  the  chafe  until 
feven  P.  M.  when  we  loft  fight  of 
her,  from  her  fuperior  failing.  I 
then  hauled  our  wind,  and  made 
fhort  tacks  all  night  to  fall  in  with 
our  prize;  at  day-light  faw  her  to 
windward ;  at  ten  P.  M.  retook  her, 
with  ten  Frenchmen  on  board.  I 
learn  from  the  prize-mafter,  the 
brig  is  called  the- Papillon,  360 
tons  burden,  pierced  for  18  guns, 
mounting  1 4,  four  twelve  and  ten 


nine-pounders,  manned  with  160 
men.  We  had  five  men  killed,  and 
four  badly  wounded.  1  have  to 
regret  the  lofs  of  lieutenant  Dutton, 
and  Mr.  Johnfton,  boatfwain, 
amongft  the  killed.  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  your  lordfhip’s  no¬ 
tice  Mr.  Marfhall,  mafter,  for  his 
good  condudl  during  the  adlion. 
Every  praife  is  due  to  the  fhip’s 
company  for  their  good  behaviour. 
All  our  lower  mafts,  bowfprit,  main, 
boom,  both  top-mafts,  and  moft  of 
the  yards  fhot  through,  with  all  the 
ftanding  and  running  rigging  cut, 

I  thought  proper  to  put  into  Lif- 
bon  to  repair  our  damage.  I  have, 
See .  Hugh  Down  man. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Wallis,  Commander  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Ship  Proferpine,  to  "Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Richard  Onflow, 
Bart,  dated  Yarmouth  Roads,  the 
29th  of  March,  1798. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  his  majefly’s  fliip  under  my 
command  anchored  here  this  even¬ 
ing.  On  Monday  morning  laft,  Sr. 
Abb’s  head  bearing  fouth-weft  13 
or  14  leagues,  I  fell  in  with  a  Dutch 
galliot,  bound  from  Rotterdam  to 
Altona,  ten  days  out.  Finding 
him  clofe  on  wind,  which  was  then 
at  north-weft  by  weft,  I  was  well 
allured  he  could  not  be  bound  to 
Altona,  and  have  an  idea  that  he 
was  bound  north  about  to  France: 
and  having  neither  brief,  regifter, 
nor  any  paper  to  warrant  his  being 
on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  bring  him  in 
here:  he  now  fays  he  was  bound  to 
Montrofe,  and  that  he  promifed  an 
Englifhman  at  Rotterdam  to  carry 
the  cargo  there ;  he  has  no  paper 
of  any  kind  to  fhew  any  fuch  tranf- 
aflion.  The  vefiel  was  built  in 
Flolland  laft  year,  and  the  mafter 
of  her  fays  the  belongs  to  himfelf 
and  a  gentleman  at  Limburg.  He 
(C  2)  (the 
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(the  matter)  has  been  a  prifoner  in 
England  eighteen  months  of  this 
war,  and  was  taken  commanding  a 
Dutch  vefiel.  He  and  his  fliip’s 
company  are  all  natives  of  Holland. 
Under  thefe  circumttances  I  have 
no  doubt  but  both  the  veffel  and 
cargo  ought  to  be  condemned. 
Extra#  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Sir  John  Boilafe  Warren,  K.  B. 
Captain  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
Canada,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  Pertuis  d’Antioche,  March 
T4,  1798. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that 
on  the  night  of  the  13th  inftant,  I 
ttood  into  the  Pertuis  d’Antioche 
with  his  majetty’s  Blips  under  my 
orders  ;  and  anchored  near  Bafque 
Road;  and  have  the  fatisfaCtion  of 
acquainting  you,  that  the  boats  of 
the  fquadron  captured  the  veffels 
mentioned  on  the  lift  which  ac¬ 
companies  this  letter. 

The  lift  of  captures  contains  five 
brigs  and  four  chafTe-marees,  bound 
from  Bordeaux  to  Rochefort,  laden 
with  wine,  brandy,  &c. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  Le  Chaf- 
feur  barque  French  privateer,  be- 
lcnging  to  Bayonne,  of  16  guns; 
alfo  of  his  majefty’s  Blip  Echo  hav¬ 
ing  driven  on  fliore,  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  Camperdown,  and  de- 
ftroyed  a  French  cutter  privateer, 
mounting  10  guns. 

31.  Thomas  Raikes,  efq.  and 
Samuel  Thornton,  efq.  were  cho- 
fen  governor  and  deputy  governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England  for  the  year 
enfuing. 

APRIL. 

Admiralty  Office,  April  2,  1798. 
A  Letter,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  Copy,  from  Captain  Sir  J.  B. 
Warren,  ol  His  Majefty’s  Ship 
Canada,  to  Admiral  Lord  Brid- 
port,  K.  B.  Com  manner  in  Chief, 


[April, 

&c.  &c.  has  been  received  at  this 

Office. 

Canada,  Plymouth  Sound , 
SIR,  March  30,  1798. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  lord- 
Biip,  that  on  the  22d  inftant,  at 
feven  A.M.  the  Anfon  having  dis¬ 
covered  a  fail  in  the  eaft  quarter, 
which  appeared  to  be  a  large  fri¬ 
gate,  I  made  the  ftgnal  for  a  gene¬ 
ral  chafe,  and  continued  the  pur- 
fuit,  with  variable  winds,  until  half 
paft  twelve  at  midnight,  when 
captain  Stopford,  in  the  Phaeton, 
brought  her  to  aCtion.  The  ene¬ 
my  endeavoured  to  efcape  into  the 
river  Garonne,  but  ftruck  upon 
the  Olive  Rocks,  near  the  Cordo¬ 
van  Light  Houfe ;  ftie  was  left  by 
moft  of  her  crew,  who  had  previ- 
oufly  thrown  her  guns  overboard* 
The  Blip  being  bilged,  and  having 
otherwise  Buffered  much,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  from  the  fituation  flie  re¬ 
mained  in,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to 
get  her  off.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c.  John  Warren. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice-Admi- 
rai  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Knt.  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  His  Majefty’s 
Ships  and  Veftels  at  Jamaica,  to 
Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  orpf 
board  the  Queen,  in  Port  Royal 
Harbour,  January  9. 

SIR, 

Having  yefterday  received  a  let¬ 
ter  from  captain  Ricketts,  of  his 
majefty’s  Blip  Magicienne,  giving 
an  account  of  his  having,  with  the 
Blips  under  his  command,  attacked 
and  captured  theveffels  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  in  Guadilla  bay  in  theifland 
of  Porto  Rico,  and  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  enemy’s  forts  ;  I  tranft 
mit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  faid  let¬ 
ter,  for  the  information  of  the  right 
hon. lords  commiffionersof  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  who,  I  am  confident,  will 
with  me  highly  approve  of  his  gal¬ 
lant  conduCt;  as  well  as  that  of  the 

captains, 
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captains,  officers,  feamen,  and  ma¬ 
rines,  under  his  command. 

H.  Parker. 

La  Magicienne ,  off  the  IJle  of 
SIR,  Zachu ,  Dec.  28. 

Having  received  information  that 
feveral  brigs  and  fchooners  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  enemy  were  in  Guadilia 
Bay  in  the  ifland  of  Porto  Rico,  I 
proceeded  there,  with  the  king’s 
fhips  named  in  the  margin  *.  On 
the  27th  at  noon,  we  anchored 
clofe  abreaft  of  the  forts;  and,  after 
an  hour  and  a  half  cannonading, 
captured  every  veffel  under  their 
protection.  To  captain  Carthew 
l  am  indebted  for  the  gallant  and 
able  fupportthat  I  on  this  occafion 
met  with  (as  well  as  on  many  o- 
thers  fince  the  Regulus  has  been 
under  my  orders).  Captain  Mends, 
who  commanded  the  boats  that  took 
pofleflion  of  the  veffels,  executed 
that  fervice  much  to  his  own  ho¬ 
nour,  and  highly  to  my  approbation. 
Indeed  every  officer  and  man  be¬ 
longing  to  the  fauadron  is.  fully 
entitled  to  my  belt  thanks  and 
praifes.  I  am,  &c. 

W.  H.  Ricketts. 
La  Magicienne,  5  wounded  ; 
Regulus,  none  killed  or  wounded  ; 
Diligence,  1  wounded. 

Veffels  captured  in  Guadilia 
Bay ;  Le  Brutus  privateer,  of  9 
guns  ;  one  fliip,  three  brigs, and  one 
fchooner. 

Extra#  of  another  Letter  from 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker, 
Knt.  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dat¬ 
ed  on  board  His  Majefly’s  Ship 
Queen,  in  Port -Royal  Harbour, 
January  1. 

I  am  to  defire  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  acquaint  the  right  hon.  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
that,  fince  my  letter  of  the  29th 
October,  the  French  corvette  La 
Republique  Triomphante,  of  14 

*  La  Magicienne, 


guns  and  no  men,  has  been  cap¬ 
tured  by  his  majefty’s  fliips  Severn 
and  Pelican. 

3.  The  Pallas  arrived  in  Ply¬ 
mouth  Sound  from  a  cruife  off 
the  coaflof  France.  Soon  after  fine 
had  anchored,  a  heavy  gale  of  wind 
came  on  from  the  S.  by  W.  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  moff  tremendous  fea, 
which  continued  with  inereafing 
violence  until  about  feven  o’clock 
on  Wednefday  morning,  when  file 
parted  from  one  of  her  anchors, 
and  drove  much  nearer  to  the  fliore 
before  her  other  anchors  could 
bring  her  up.  The  yards  and  top- 
mafts  were  then  ffruck,  and  flie 
rode  with  an  apparent  degree  of 
fafety  until  half  paft  eight,  when 
flie  again  began  to  drive.  The 
crew  now  cut  awav  all  her  mafts, 
to  prevent  her  holding  fo  much 
wind  ;  but  notwithflanding  all  their 
exertions,  flie  did  not  bring  up, 
though  with  three  anchors  ahead, 
until  the  after  part  {truck  on  the 
rocks  in  the  Bay,  between  Withy 
Hedge  and  Mount  Batten  Point. — 
The  tide,  by  tin's  time,  was  at 
ftrong  ebb,  and  the  fhip  remained 
with  her  head  to  the  fea,  being  kept 
in  that  fituation  by  means  of  her 
cables  and  anchors,  until  a  quarter 
pad  .three  o’clock;  the  fea  making 
a  free  and  tremendous  break  over 
her.  Though  now  quite  aground 
abaft,  the  fea  raifed  her  forepart  fo 
much,  that  the  cables  parted,  and 
the  furf  heaving  her  bioadfide 
round,  beat  againrt  her  with  fo 
much  furv,  that  (he  was  every  mi- 
nute  completely  hid  from  the  view 
of  the  fpedtators. — While  (belay  in 
this  fituation,  everv  hope  of  the 
crew  beingfaved  feemed  at  an  end  ; 
but  providentially,  from  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  her  drawing  lefs  wa¬ 
ter  forward  than  abaft,  every  fuc- 
ceeding  furf  forced  her  bow  round 

Regulus,  Diligence. 
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nearer  to  the  land,  until  Ihe  got 
again  nearly  end  on  with  her  flern 
to  the  Tea.  The  hope  of  the  {hip 
holding  together,  and  the  profpeft 
of  a  chance  that  the  crew  might  be 
able  to  fave  their  lives,  were  now 
revived,  efpecially  as  the  tide  was 
ebbing  very  fa  ft.  The  fhip  being 
quite  aground  fore  and  aft,  fhe 
was  thus  made  to  heel  towards  the 
Ihore,  and  by  the  latter  fortunate 
circumftance  the  crew  were  fhel- 
tered  from  the  violent  beat  of  the 
fea,  and  expofed  only  to  the  fpray 
which  every  minute  formed  a  cloud 
over  them.  In  this  ftate  the  fhip 
lay  till  eleven  o’clock,  when  the 
crew  were  out  of  danger,  and  by 
noon  the  tide  had  left  her  fo  as  to 
enable  the  officers  and  men  to  get 
afhore  with  fafety.  The  gale  a- 
bated  about  one,  and  the  crew, 
with  the  people  from  the  dock¬ 
yard,  began  to  get  out  the  (lores, 
the  greater  part  of  which  will  be 
Paved.  A  more  melancholy  fcene, 
for  at  lead  two  hours,  could  not  be 
witneffed,  as  no  other  profpedt  ap¬ 
peared  during  that  time  than  the 
lofs  of  the  whole  crew,  becaufe,  in 
their  then  fituation,  no  afliftance 
could  poffibly  be  given  to  them,  ei¬ 
ther  on  the  land  or  fea  fide.  On 
board  the  Pallas  one  man  only  loft 
his  life,  and  he  was  killed  by  the 
fall  of  the  main-maft.  The  fhip 
was  reduced  to  fuch  a  ftate  of 
wreck,  that  die  could  not  be  got 
off,  and  it  was  expected  fhe  would 
fall  to  pieces  the  next  flood  tide. 

A  boat  belonging  to  the  Canada, 
in  attempting  to  go  to  the  relief  of 
the  Pallas,  was  upfet,  and  Mr. 
Maffey,  a61ing  lieutenant  of  the 
Canada,  and  three  feamen,  were 
unfortunately  drowned. 

4.  As  John  Mellifh,  efq.  of  Al- 
bemarle-ftreet,  St.  James’s,  and 
HammelPs,  Hertford  fibre,  was  re¬ 
turning  to  town  from  following  the 
royal  hounds,  with'  his  friends,  Mr* 
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Jofeph  Bofanquet  and  Mr. - — — > 

Poole,  in  a  chaife  and  four,  they 
were  flopped  on  Hounflow  Heath 
by  three  highwaymen,  who,  after 
robbing  them,  without  refiftance, 
of  their  money  and  gold  watches, 
fired  wantonly  into  the  chaife  as 
they  went  off;  the  ball,  fuppofed 
to  be  fired  by  the  third  villain,  after 
the  robbery  was  committed,  pene¬ 
trated  Mr.  M’s  forehead,  juft  below 
his  hat,  and  was  believed  to  have 
found  its  way  down  towards  the 
back  of  his  neck,  fo  that  it  was  im- 
poftible  for  the  united  (kill  of  Mefs. 
Rufli,  Blizard,  and  Cline,  who  at¬ 
tended  him,  to  extradl  it.  In  this 
fituation  it  was  fuppofed  to  have 
remained,  without  any  vifible  ef¬ 
fect  on  Mr.  M’s  health ;  who  im¬ 
mediately  executed  his  will,  and 
was,  till  Sunday  thereafter,  per- 
fe<ftly  compofed.  A  delirium  and 
violent  fever  then  came  on,  in 
which  he  continued  till  five  in  the 
morning,  when  he  died.  His  head 
was  opened  by  the  furgeons,  but 
no  ball  could  be  found  ;  whence  it 
is  conjeTured  to  have  dropped  out 
fhortly  after  he  was  wounded.  The 
brain  had  received  a  very  violent 
contufion.  The  murderers  after¬ 
wards  flopped  Mr.  Frogley,  the  bur¬ 
geon  who  was  fent  for ;  and  not 
only  robbed  him,  but  obliged  him  to 
turn  back  from  his  errand,  which 
they  made  him  tell,  fo  that  he  was 
forced  to  return  in  a  hired  carriage. 

Admiralty  Office^  April  10. 
Extradl  of  a  letter  from  Captain 

Gunter,  of  his  Majefty’s  (loop 

Nautilus,  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 

dated  at  Sea,  April  4. 

sir, 

Be  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  admiralty, 
that  at  noon  this  day,  12  leagues  to 
the  eaftward  of  Scarborough,  I  felt 
in  with  two  French  privateers,  a 
brig,  and  a  fchooner ;  and,  after  a 
chafe  of  fix  hours,  I  captured  the 
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brig  Legere,  three  days  from  Dun¬ 
kirk.,  with  10  guns  on  board 
(pierced  for  16),  and  60  men.  On 
rny  getting  near  them  they  parted, 
when  I  made  the  Narciftus’s  fignal 
to  chafe  the  fchooner,  but  without 
fuccefs,  as  fhe  efcaped  by  fuperior 
failing. 

Enclofure  from  Sir  Edward  Pellew, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  Fal¬ 
mouth,  April  7. 

Cleopatra ,  Falmouth ,  April  6. 

SIR, 

After  reparation  from  fir  Edward 
Pellew,  I  had  the  good  fortune,  on 
the  26th  ult.  at  half  pall  two  in  the 
morning,  to  difcover  a  fiiip  Hand¬ 
ing  to  the  northward,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  gave  chafe,  and  in  an  hour 
and  a  half  came  alongfide,  and,  af¬ 
ter  giving  her  all  our  larboard  guns, 
fhe  ftruck,  and  proved  to  be  the 
Emilie  French  (hip  privateer,  en 
razee,  a  very  fad  failer,  from  PO- 
rient,  mounting  16  fix-pounders 
and  2  brafs  twelves,  manned  with 
tie  men,  out  39  days. 

Israel  Pellew. 

Babet)  Fort  Royal  Bay ,  Mar - 
Unique ,  Jan .  1  7. 

SIR, 

It  is  with  great  pleafure  I  ac¬ 
quaint  you  that  lieut,  Pym  yefter- 
day  afternoon  captured  (in  the  pin¬ 
nace,  the  launch  following),  after  a 
moft  defperate  refiftance,the  French 
republican  fchooner  la  Defiree, 
mounting  6  carriage  guns,  and  hav¬ 
ing  on  board  46  men.  I  difcovered 
her  in  the  morning,  half  way  be¬ 
tween  Martinique  and  Dominique, 
Handing  towards  me;  foon  after 
the  wind  died  away ;  and  fhe,  hav¬ 
ing  made  us  out  diftinftly,  took  to 
her  fweeps,  and  rowed  off  ;  which 
lieutenant  Pym  obferving,  volun¬ 
teered  attacking  her  in  the  boats. 
To  this  I  alone  confented  from 
the  knowledge  I  had  of  his  refoli}- 
tion  and  good  conduct.  The  two 
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boats  Contained  but  24  men  ;  he 
was  three  leagues  from  the  fiiip, 
and  had  been  rowing  four  hours 
before  he  got  within  reach  of  their 
cannon  ;  from  which  they  kept  up 
an  inceflant  firing  till  he  boarded. 

O 

He  reports  that  the  officers  and 
men  under  him  behaved  with  the 
greatefi  coolnefs  and  intrepidity.  I 
am  forry  to  add  that  we  loft  a  very 
valuable  feaman,  and  had  five 
wounded  ;  amongft  the  latter  a  Mr. 
Affinhurft,  a  young  gentleman  of 
very  promifing  expectations,  and  a 
volunteer  on  the  occafion.  The 
enemy  had  3  killed,  and  13  badly 
wounded.  She  had  been  out  fix: 
days  from  Guadaloupe,  and  had 
taken  one  American  brig  from  St. 
Vincent,  bound  to  Bofton. 

J.  Mainwaring. 

[This  gazette  alfo  contains  an 
account  of  the  following  captures : 
viz.  Le  Lynx  privateer,  of  18  guns 
and  70  men,  by  capt.  Pierrepoinf, 
of  the  King’s-fifher;  the  St.  Joze 
Spanifli  lugger,  6  guns,  44  men,  by 
capt.  Downman,  of  the  Speedy ; 
Le  Caefar  privateer,  16  guns,  80 
men,  and  Le  Pont  de  Lodi,  16 
guns,  102  men,  by  capt.  Legge,  of 
the  Cambrian  ;  Le  Dragon  fchoon¬ 
er,  1  2  guns,  80  men,  and  le  Dix- 
huit  de  FruCtidor  floop,  10  guns, 
75  men,  bv  capt.  Weftern,  of  the 
Tamer;  La  Decidee  privateer,  10 
guns,  80  men,  and  Le  Scipion,  20 
guns,  and  160  men,  by  capt.  Totty, 
of  the  Alfred  ;  La  Ceres  privateer, 
14  guns,  by  capt.  Mitford,  of  the 
Matilda;  L’Efpoir,  8  guns,  66 
men,  by  capt.  Champion,  of  the 
Zephyr  ;  a  Spanifli  fchooner,  6 
guns,  8  fwivels,  by  lord  H.  Paulett, 
of  the  Thalia  ;  a  Spanifli  merchant 
fiiip  of  600  tons,  8  guns,  and  4 ' 
men,  with  a  valuable  cargo  from 
Monte  Video  to  Cadiz,  by  capuT:.n 
Hood,  of  the  Zealous  ;  alio,  fix 
privateer  floops,  belonging  to  Gum 
(C  4)  daioupe9 
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da!oupe,and  14  merchant  (hips  and 
veffels,  by  the  iquadron  under  ad¬ 
miral  Harvey.] 

11.  Mr.  Roger  O’Connor  was 
apprehended  at  his  apartments  in 
Craven-flreet,  in  the  Strand,  by 
Sylvefter  the  meffenger,  and  two  of 
the  officers  belonging  to  Bow-ftreet. 
He  was  brought  up  to  the  fecretary 
of  fhte’s  office,  and  a  warrant  made 
out  for  fending  him  back  to  Dub- 
iin  ;  for  which  place  he  was  con¬ 
veyed  laft  night  by  the  meffenger, 
accompanied  by  the  police  officers. 

The  commiffion  for  trying 
MefTrs.  O’Connor,  Favey,  Binns, 
Allen  and  Leary,  under  a  charge  of 
high  treafon,  was  opened  at  Maid- 
ftone.  The  commiffioners  were 
Mr.  juftice  Buller,  Mr.  juffice 
Heath,  Mr.  juftice  Lawrence,  Mr. 
ferjeant  Shepherd,  Mr.  ferjeant 
Rofe,  recorder  of  London ;  Mr. 
ferjeant  Runnington,  and  Mr.  fer¬ 
jeant  Palmer.  After  the  commif¬ 
fion  had  been  read  by  Mr.  Knapp, 
the  court  adjourned. 

The  court  was  this  day  opened 
at  half  pad  eleven  ;  lord  Romney, 
Mr.  juftice  Buller,  and  Mr.  juftice 
Heath,  on  the  bench.  The  lift  of 
grand  jurors  being  called  over,  the 
following  gentlemen  anfwered  to 
their  names: 

Sir  Edward  Knatchbull,  bart. 
Sir  John  Gregory  Shaw,  bart.  Sir 
William  Geary,  bart.  Sir  John 
Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  Charles  Townf- 
hend,  efq.  Henry  Oxeudon,  efq, 
William  Hammond,  Efq.  Nicho¬ 
las  Bromel  Toke,  efq.  Lewis  Cage 
(the  younger),  efq.  Edward  Au- 
ftin,  efq.  George  Grote,  efq.  Geo. 
Childern,  efq.  Francis  Motley 
Auftin,  efq.  Edward  Huffey,  efq. 
John  Larkin,  efq.  Thomas  Bret, 
efq.  Edward  Peach,  efq.  Henry 
Woodgate,  efq.  William  Francis 
Woodgate,  efq.  James  Chadman, 
efq.  George  Smith,  efq.  George 
Talbot  Hatley  Foote,  efq. 


The  grand  jury  being  fworn,  Mr, 
juftice  Buller  delivered  to  them  an 
excellenfccharge  ;  after  which  they 
withdrew  for  the  purpofe  of  confi- 
dering  the  bill  to  be  prefented  to 
them.  A  prodigious  number  of 
witnefTes  were  fworn  in  court  to 
give  evidence  before  the  grand 
jury;  and  the  court  adjourned.  The 
attorney-general,  Mr.  Adam,  and 
Mr.  Garrow,  attended  as  counfel 
for  the  crown.  Mr.  Plomer  is  to 
conduct  the  defence. 

A  general  court  was  held  at 
the  Eaft-lndia  houfe,  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  electing  fix  directors,  by  bal¬ 
lot,  tp  ferve  four  years,  in  the  room 
of 

Hugh  Inglis,  efq. 

Paul  Le  Mefurier, 

Thomas  T.  Metcalfe,  efq. 

John  Manftiip,  efq. 

Geo.  W.  Thelluffon,  efq. 

And  fir  Francis  Baring, 
who  go  out  by  rotation. 

At  fix  o’clock  the  glaffes  being 
finally  clofed,  were  delivered  to  the 
fcrutineers,  who  at  a  late  hour  re¬ 
ported  the  numbers  to  be  as  under¬ 
mentioned  ; 

Simon  Frafer,  efq.  1470 

Charles  Mills,  efq.  1496 
Thomas  Parry,  efq.  1405 
Abraham  Robarts,  efq,  1467 
David  Scott,  efq.  1068 

George  Tatem,  efq.  983 
John  Huddleftone,  efq.  740 
Next  day  J.  Bofanquet,  efq.  andf 
fir  Stephen  Lufhington,  bart.  were 
clewed  chairman  and  deputy-chair¬ 
man  for  the  year  enfuing ;  the 
chairs,  with  John  P.oberts,  efq, 
were  appointed  a  fecret  committee, 
under  the  aft  of  26th  George  the 
third. 

12.  Peter  Perchard,  efq.  was  una- 
nimoufly  elefted  alderman  of  Can- 
dlewick  ward,  in  the  room  of  Thos. 
Wright,  efq.  deceafed. 

Admiralty  Office,  April  14*. 
Copv  of  a  Letter  from  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral 
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miral  Kingfmill,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  and 
VefTels  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated 
Cove  of  Cork,  the  6ch  inft. 

SIR, 

I  herewith  tranfmit,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  my  lords  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  admiralty,  a  letter  to  me 
from  the  hon.  captain  De  Courcy, 
of  his  majefty’s  (hip  Magnanime, 
containing  particulars  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  two  French  privateers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  Kingsmill. 
Magnanime ,  Cork  Harbour ,  April  o. 
SIR, 

I  avail  myfelf  of  the  earlieft 
means  of  acquainting  you,  that, 
when  the  fervice  affigned  to  me  by 
your  brder  of  the  6th  of  March  had 
been  nearly  accompli filed,  chafe 
was  given  by  his  majefty’s  fhip  un¬ 
der  my  command  to  a  French  pri¬ 
vateer  brig,  which,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  five  miles,  was,  on  the 
dawn  of  the  1 6th  of  the  fame  month, 
obferved  to  hawl  athwart  the  fore¬ 
foot  of  the  little  convoy  fubmitted 
to  my  guidance. 

The  gale  being  frefli,  and  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  Magnanime’s  beft 
failing,  it  was  trufted  file  would 
very  fpeedily  arrive  up  with  the 
objedt  of  purfuit ;  but  that  end  was 
not  attained  till,  at  the  expiration  of 
twenty-four  hours,  a  fpace  had  been 
run  of  256  miles,  although  the  pri¬ 
vateer  had,  in  her  flight,  given  a 
very  manifeft  advantage,  by  fleer¬ 
ing  in  a  circuitous  manner.  , 

The  fatisfadlion  of  capturing  fo 
faft-failing  a  privateer  has  been 
much  increafed  by  a  knowledge, 
fubfequently  obtained,  of  its  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  defign  of  her  com¬ 
mander,  in  a  confidence  of  his  vef- 
fel’s  unrivalled  failing,  to  hover 
round  the  convoy  till  a  favourable 
moment  fhould  occur  for  attacking 


its  Ieaft  protedled  part.  The  pri- 
vateer  is  named  FEugenie,  was  cap¬ 
tured  in  lat.  42,  and  Ion.  12,  was 
manned,  when  chafed,  with  107 
men,  and  armed  with  18  guns, eight 
of  which  appear  to  have  been 
thrown  overboard,  whilft  prelfed  in 
the  purfuit. 

Under  fimilar  circumftances  of 
wind  and  weather,  purfuit  was  again 
given,  by  the  fhip  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  to  a  fhip  which  reconnoitred 
us  early  on  the  morning  of  the  iff 
of  April. 

The  chafe  was  continued  with 
doubtful  effedl  for  fome  time,  when 
at  length,  after  a  purfuit  of  180 
miles,  in  18  hours,  fhe  made  a  fig- 
nal  of  furrendering.  Her  force 
confifted  of  20  guns  (but  pierced 
for  22),  and  137  men,  and,  like 
L’Eugenie,  appears  to  be  coppered 
and  perfedlly  new.  Her  name 
L’Audacieux. 

The  eafe  with  which  fhe  ran 
round  us,  within  fix  hours  after  be¬ 
ing  taken  poffeffion  of,  manifefted 
how  much  we  were  indebted  for 
the  capture  of  her,  to  her  very  bad 
fleering.  Sixteen  of  her  guns  were 
thrown  overboard  in  the  chafe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

M.  DE  COURCY. 

Vice-Admiral  Kingfmill. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  a  French 
fchooner  privateer,  armed  with  one 
fix-pounder  and  eight  fwivels,  with 
21  men,  commanded  by  Monf. 
Franqois  Dore,  by  his  majefty’s 
armed  brig  Terrier,  lieut.  Lowten  ; 
— alfo  the  Merveilleufe  fchooner 
privateer,  Lefevre,  mounting  fix 
guns,  (five  of  which  were  thrown 
overboard  in  the  chafe)  and  39 
men,  by  his  majefty’s  armed  veffel 
the  Wright,  captain  Campbell,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  recapture  of  three 
brigs,  laden  with  coals,  viz.  Spald¬ 
ing,  of  Bofton  ;  Ranger,  of  Yar¬ 
mouth  ; 
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mouth;  Elizabeth,  of  Wells ;  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  French  pri¬ 
vateer  the  fame  morning. 

i$.  This  morning  at  ten,  the 
duke  of  Portland,  the  lord  chancel¬ 
lor,  Mr.  Pitt,  the  attorney  and  Soli¬ 
citor  general,  Mr.  Wickham,  and 
Mr.  White,  the  Solicitor,  met  at  the 
Secretary  of  hate’s  office,  to  exa¬ 
mine  Several  perfons  brought  up 
from  Mancheffier,  on  a  charge  of 
treasonable  practices,  and  the  wit- 
neffies  againft  them.  Proofs  of  a 
deep  and  molt  dangerous  conspi¬ 
racy,  to  aid  the,  enemy  in  their  at¬ 
tempts  at  invading  this  country, 
are  every  day  becoming  more 
nifeft. 

Admiralty-Office,  April  16. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Henry 
Trollope,  of  his  Majefty’s  fhip 
Ruffel,  to  Mr.  Nepean,  dated  at 
Spithead,  April  14. 

SIR, 

1  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that 
on  the  14th  lilt,  his  majefty’s  {hip 
Jafon,  in  company  with  the  Rui- 
fell,  burnt  a  Small  French  brig,  in 
ballad,  bound  from  Bred  to  Nantz: 
and  on  the  20th  ult.  his  majefty’s 
Ships  Rudell  and  Jafon  captured 
the  Bon  Citoyen,  a  French  brig 
privateer,  of  12  guns  and  65  men, 
from  Granville  ;  had  been  out  14 
days,  and  taken  nothing. 

I  am,  &c. 

Henry  Trollope. 
Mai  dft  one,  April  17.  Copies 
of  the  indi&ment  found  againft 
Mr.  O’Connor,  and  the  red 
of  the  prifoners  confined  in  our 
gaol  for  high  treason,  were  deliver¬ 
ed  to  them,  together  with  lids  of 
the  jury  and  witneffes.  Upwards 
of  200  perfons  are  Summoned  on 
the  jury.  The  number  of  witneff- 
es  on  the  part  of  the  crown  is  10 1  ; 
and  the  indictment  is  of  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  length.  The  following  is 
an  abftract  of  the  indictment  ;-h 


There  are  three  treafons  laid  in  the 
indictment,  and  Seven  overt  a£ts. 
The  fame  overt  a£ts  are  charged  to 
each  Species  of  treafon.  The  fird 
treafon  is  compaffing  the  king’s 
death  —  the  Second,  adhering  to, 
aiding,  and  comforting,  the  king's 
enemies — the  third,  compaffing, 
imagining,  inventing,  devidng,  and 
intending  to  move  and  dir  certain 
foreigners  and  drangers  (that  is  to 
fay,  the  perfons  exerciling  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  government  in  France,  and 
the  men  of  France  under  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Said  perfons)  with 
force  to  invade  this  realm. 

1 7.  On  Eader  Monday  lad,  in* 
formation  was  given  at  the  excife- 
office,  that  a  party  of  Smugglers, 
with  three  loaded  carts,  would  be  in 
town  that  day  (by  way  of  Croy¬ 
don),  together  with  one  full  of 
fmall  arms,  and  that  they  would, 
no  doubt,  make  a  defperate  relift- 
ance.  A  party  of  officers  and  a 
company  of  dragoons  were  fent, 
and  met  them,  as  defcribed,  near 
Croydon  ;  but  only  found  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  carts  (befides  the 
drivers)  two  perfons,  of  the  names 
of  Johnfon  and  Tapfell,  who  were 
well  known  in  the  Smuggling  trade, 
the  others  having  returned,  fup* 
podng  the  goods  to  be  out  of  dan¬ 
ger.  The  carts  were  Seized,  and 
the  men  apprehended  and  lodged  in 
the  New  Gaol,  in  the  Borough  ; 
where  they  were  accommodated 
with  an  apartment,  the  window  of 
which  faced  a  court-yard  that  led 
lip  to  the  door  of  the  gaol.  About 
eleven  o’clock  this  morning,  a  per- 
fon  requeued  to  fee  the  prifoners, 
who,  it  appears,  had  previoufly  put 
fire-arms  through  the  iron  grates  of 
the  window  where  the  prifoners 
were.  This  perfon  remained  in 
conference  for  fome  time;  when 
Johnfon  requefted  one  of  the  turn¬ 
keys  to  go  to  the  apartment  where 
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he  flept,  to  fetch  him  his  fteeve- 
buttons  ;  and  while  he  was  gone 
the  vifitor  alked  the  other  turnkey 
to  let  him  out.  The  outer  doof 
being  opened  for  that  purpofe, 
Johnfon  and  his  comrade  burft 
fuddenlv  out  of  the  room,  and  each 
prefented  to  the  turnkey  a  blunder- 
buis,  and  prevented  him  from  fhut- 
ting  the  door ;  he  fuffered  them  to 
efcape,  fuppoling,  as  they  had  irons 
under  their  trowfers,  he  fhould 
be  able,  with  affiftance,  to  overtake 
and  fee u re  'them ;  but  their  plan 
was  toe  well  executed  ;  for  a  per- 
fon  was  waiting  two  hours  before 
the  prifon  with  three  very  capital 
horfes  to  affift  their  efcape ;  and  he 
was  alfo  furnifhed  with  arms  ;  thefe 
horfes  they  mounted,  and  threaten¬ 
ed  with  inflant  death  any  perfon 
who  dared  to  moled:  them.  They 
then  went  off  full-fpeed,  to  the 
great  aftonifhment  of  a  number  of 
fpedatorsi  The  perfon  who  held 
their  horfes  while  they  mounted, 
was  fecured,  and  underwent  an  ex¬ 
amination  at  Union-hall,  and  after¬ 
wards  was  committed  to  the  New 
Gaol.  Mr.  Allport,  the  head- 
keeper,  unluckily  had  left  town 
_  for  Ryegate  early  in  the  morning. 

19.  A  court  of  common  coun¬ 
cil  was  held  at  Guildhall,  prelent 
the  lord  mayor,  nine  aldermen, 
fheriffs,  and  a  number  of  com¬ 
moners. 

Previous  to  any  other  bufinefs 
being  entered  upon,  the  lord  mayor 
communicated  the  nature  of  the 
conference  he  had  had  with  the  duke 
ofYork,  on  the  fubjed,  in  what  ftate 
the  citizen  was  in,  in  regard  to  vo¬ 
lunteer  corps:  that  his  lordfhip 
had  convened  the  aldermen  and  de¬ 
puties  together,  and  found  only  the 
ward  of  Cornhill  had  aflociated. 
He  then  read  fome  refolutions  of 
£hat  ward,  and  a  letter  he  had  juft 


received  from  Mr.  Dundas,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  forming  armed  affociations 
in  the  feveral  wards. 

The  lord  mayor  alfo  read  a  refo- 
lution  from  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Phoenix  fire-office,  offering 
their  men  to  ad  as  artillery  men, 
to  be  attached  to  the  volunteer 
corps  of  the  citizens  of  London,  or 
many  other  manner,  as  his  lordfhip 
and  the  magiftratesfhould  think  beft. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Dundas,  and 
the  refolution  of  the  diredors,  were 
ordered  to  be  entered  upon  record. 

Mr.  Samuel  Dixon,  after  paying 
a  very  handfome  compliment  to  the 
latter  gentlemen  for  their  patriotic 
refolution,  moved  the  thanks  of  the 
court  to  them,  which  was  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to,  and  the  lord 
mayor  was  defired  to  communicate 
the  lame. 

Sir  W.  Plorner  then  moved  the 
thanks  of  the  court  to  the  lord 
mayor,  for  the  elegant  entertain¬ 
ment  he  gave  the  corporation  on 
Tuefday  laft,  which  was  unani- 
moufiy  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stokes  introduced  a  /ketch 
for  forming  the  city  into  diftrids, 
for  the  inhabitants  to  be  trained  to 
arms,  and  read  feveral  motions  to 
give  it  effed. 

A  number  of  gentlemen,  after 
expreffing  their  earneft  defire  to 
give  every  fupport  in  their  power 
to  further  the  defired  purpofe  of 
arming  for  the  protedion  of  the 
city,  thought  it  would  be  mofl  effi¬ 
cacious  to  leave  it  to  the  magi- 
ftrates  to  ad  in  fuch  manner  as  they 
fliould  be  advifed. 

After  a  long  debate,  or  rather 
con verfation,  Mr.  Stokes  agreed  to 
withdraw  his  original  propofitions  ; 
and  moved,  4  That  the  lord  mayor 
and  aldermen  be  defired  to  form 
the  wards  of  the  city  into  fuch  di¬ 
ftrids  as  they  lhali  think  proper  for 

train- 


(44)  P  R  I  N  C 

training  the  inhabitants  to  the  ufe 
of  arms,’ 

Mr.  Samuel  Dixon  feconded  the 
motion. 

Alderman  Combe  faid,  if  there 
was  a  man  in  the  kingdom  that 
could  or  would  hefitate  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  in  affociating  for  the  defence 
of  his  country  againft  any  foe 
whatever,  he  had  to  thank  God  he 
did  not  know  that  man .  The  al¬ 
derman  then  informed  the  court, 
that  the  lord  mayor  had  requefted 
the  aldermen  to  meet  at  the  Man- 
fion-houfe  to-morrow  on  the  fub- 
je&. 

Mr.  Simmonds  objected  to  Mr. 
Stokes’s  motion  ;  and  moved,  by 
way  of  amendment,  4  That  the  right 
hon.  the  lord  mayor  be  requefted 
to  convene  his  brethren  the  aider- 
men,  to  confider  Mr.  fecretary  Dun* 
das’s  letter,’  which  was  agreed  to. 

Old  Bailey ,  April  19.  Ro 
bert  Reeves,  the  ftock-broker, 
who  was  tried  and  found  guilty, 
laft  January  feftions,  of  forging 
fcrip  receipts,  with  intent  to  de¬ 
fraud  a  Mr.  Afhforth,  but  whofe 
.  judgment  had  been  refpited  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  defehl:  in  the  indictment, 
was  again  indicted  for  an  offence 
precifely  fimilar,  with  an  intent  to 

defraud  a  Mr,  Parry. 

•» 

The  circumftances,  as  ffated  by 
Mr.  Garrow,  and  afterwards  prov¬ 
ed,  were  as  follow. 

The  prifoner  had  aCted  as  Mr. 
Parry’s  broker,  and  had  obtained 
near  io,oool.  of  him,  for  which  he 
had  depofited  fcrip  receipts  for  the 
loyalty  loan  of  7,500.  all  of  which 
turned  out  to  have  been  forged. 
The  faCts  were  proved  beyond  a 
doubt.  An  objection  was  taken 
on  a  point  of  law,  and  difallowed 
bv  the  court. 

J 

The  prifoner  called  witneffes  to 
his  character,  which,  prior  to  this 
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tran faCtion,  had  been  in  every  re- 
fpeCt  upright. 

Lord  Kenyon  fummed  up  the 
evidence;  and  the  jury  immediately 
found  the  prifoner  —guilty. 

19.  A  magirtrate  from  Bow- 
flreet,  with  a  party  of  officers,  went 
about  twelve  laff  night,  to  a  public 
houfe  in  Compton-flreer,  Clerken- 
well;  and  feized,  by  virtue  of  a 
warrant  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate’s 
office,  14  perfons,  a  divifion  of  the 
London  correfponding  fociety.-— 
They  were  conveyed  in  ftx  coaches 
to  Clerken  well  feffions-hcufe,  where 
they  underwent  an  examination, 
and  whence  three  of  them  made 
their  efcape  :  the  others  were  Cent 
to  the  Ne  w  prifon,  Clerken  well. 

20.  The  feizure  of  the  divifion 
of  the  London  correfponding  foci¬ 
ety,  and  their  papers,  at  Clerken- 
well,  led  to  farther  difcoveries  :  and 
laft  night,  about  eleven,  a  large 
party  of  Bow-ftreet  officers  arrefted 
the  head  body,  called  the  executive 
committee,  which  had  long  met, 
very  fecretly,  in  a  large  old  build¬ 
ing  in  the  paffage  leading  out  of 
Newcaftle-ftreet,  Strand,  into  Cra¬ 
ven-buildings,  next  door  to  the 
back  entrance  of  the  Queen  of  Bo¬ 
hemia’s  head.  In  this  place  16 
members  of  the  fociety  were  laft 
night  found  fitting,  with  a  box, 
books,  papers,  &c.  and  feveral 
defks,  as  if  the  fecretaries  of  the 
different  divisions  were  there  to 
take  clown  the  minutes  of  the  refo- 
lutions  of  the  executive  committee. 
There  was  alfo  an  elevated  feat  like 
a  pulpit,  and  in  high  fittings,  in 
this  fituation,  the  members  were 
apprehended. 

~  Old  Bailey ,  April  21.  David 
Wilkinfon  was  indifled  for  hav¬ 
ing  felonioufly  and  falftly  made, 
forged,  and  counterfeited  a  cer¬ 
tain  bill  of  exchange  for  273L 
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purporting  to  have  been  accepted 
by  Meflrs.  Favell  and  Co.  and  for 
having  uttered  and  publiflied  the 
fame,  knowing  it  to  have  been  forg¬ 
ed  and  counterfeited,  with  intent  to 
defraud  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  bank  of  England.  There 
was  another  count,  alleging  it  to 
have  been  with  intent  to  defraud 
Mefli  Favell  and'Co. 

Mr.  Garrow  obferved,  this  was  a 
profecution  inftituted  by  the  bank 
of  England  for  the  protection  of 
that  paper  credit  fo  eflential  to  the 
exigence  of  this  great  commercial 
country.  The  cafe  appeared  to  him 
one  of  the  {borteft  and  molt  con- 
clufive  againft  the  prifoner  that  he 
had  ever  confidered.  The  bill  in 
queftion,  the  forgery  of  which  was 
imputed  to  the  prifoner,  was  drawn 
by  himfelf,  payable  to  his  own  or¬ 
der,  on  a  refpeCtable  ho ufe,  Meflrs. 
Favell,  Bousfield,  and  Co.  and  pur¬ 
porting  to  have  been  accepted  by 
them.  It  might  happen  that  a 
forged  promiflory  note,  bill  of  ex¬ 
change,  or  other  inftrument  of  fuch 
nature,  might,  after  palling  through 
various  hands,  be  prefented  by  a 
perfon  ignorant  of  the  faCl  of  the 
forgery  ;  but  in  this  cafe  he  was  a- 
fraid  it  was  impoflible  for  the  moft 
charitable  perfon  to  entertain  a 
doubt  whether  the  prifoner  could 
have  had  the  note  in  queftion  in  his 
poflefiion  without  the, molt  perfeCt 
knowledge  of  its  being  forged. 
There  were  but  three  gounds  on 
which  a  rnan  could  have  a  right  to 
draw  a  bill  upon  another;  either 
that  he  had  fome  tranfadiions  in 
trade  with  him ;  or  that  he  had 
made  a  depofit  of  money,  which, 
through  the  medium  of  the  bill,  he 
fought  to  withdraw  ;  or  that  with¬ 
out  fuch  depofit  he  had  his  permif- 
fion  to  draw  upon  him  as  an  indul¬ 
gence  or  accommodation.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  for  the  prifoner  to 


{hew  that  he  had  one  of  thefe 
grounds  for  drawing  on  the  houfe 
of  Favell  and  Co. ;  and  it  would 
be  incumbent  on  him  to  {hew  fur¬ 
ther,  that,  having  fo  drawn  the  bill, 
it  was  prefented  to  and  accepted  by 
them.  It  was  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  prifoner  was  the  foie  indorfer 
of  the  bill,  and  was  the  only  hand 
through  which  it  had  pafled  from 
the  ftrft  making  of  it,  until  it  was 
prefented  to  the  bank  to  be  dif- 
counted.  On  the  fubjedl  of  hand¬ 
writing,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  prove  it,  where  initial  let¬ 
ters  were  only  ufed,  unlefs  by  fome 
perfon  who  adlually  faw  them  writ-  ' 
ten  :  vet  he  had  no  doubt  he  fhould 
be  able  to  offer  evidence  that  the 
acceptance  was  the  hand-writing  of 
the  prifoner  himfelf,  as  well  as  the 
body  of  the  bill;  blit  even  if  he 
could  not  prove  fo  far,  ftill  if  he 
could  prove  that  any  one  elfe  had 
forged  the  acceptance,  and  that  the 
prifoner  knew  the  initials  of  F.  B„ 
and  Co.  importing  to  be  the  names 
of  Favell,  Bousfield,  and  Son,  were 
not  their  writing,  he  would  be  guiL- 
ty  of  a  capital  offence,  and  it  would 
be  the  bounden  duty  of  the  jury  to 
find  him  fo.  The  prifoner  had 
been  a  coniiderable  linen-draper, 
and  had  credit  on  the  bank  for  bills 
accepted  by  good  houfes  to  a  con- 
fiderable  amount,  and  made  ufe  of 
that  credit  to  enable  him  to  dis¬ 
count  the  bill  in  queftion.  It  was 
the  courfe  of  the  bufinefs  of  dif- 
counting  at  the  bank  for  every  per¬ 
fon  to  deliver  in  a  day  before  a  lift 
of  the  bills  he  wiftied  to  have  dif- 
counted.  Such  a  lift  had  been  de¬ 
livered  by  the  prifoner  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  including  the  bill 
with  the  forgery  of  which  he  was 
charged;  and  this  circumftance,  in 
his  mind,  was  conclufive  that  he 
uttered  it,  well  knowing  it  was 
forged. 


William 
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William  Cue!,  a  clerk  in  the  dif- 
count  office  at  the  bank,  proved, 
that  the  bill  in  queftion  had  been 
difcounted  for  the  prifoner  in  the 
month  of  February  laft.  He  faid 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  prifon- 
er’s  hand-writing,  and  believed  the 
lift  of  the  bills  delivered  in  by  the 
prifoner,  among  which  was  this 
particular  bill,  to  be  his  hand-writ¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  the  bill  itfelf,  and 
the  acceptance.  He  had  never  feen 
the  prifoner  write,  but  knew  the 
writing  by  its  being  fimilar  to  other 
bills  and  papers  on  which  he  had 
tran fluffed  bufinefs  at  the  bank. 
The  witnefs  produced  the  warrant, 
made  out  by  himfelf,  and  paffed  to 
the  drawing  office,  authorifing  the 
prifoner  to  draw  for  the  amount  of 
the  bills  difcounted,  which  was 
635I.  1 8s.  In  this  warrant  the 
bills  were  enumerated,  and  the  one 
In  queftion  among  the  reft. 

Ifaac  Wilfon,  clerk  to  Smith, 
Payne  and  Smith,  the  prifoner’s 
bankers,  faid,  he  believed  the  bill, 
indorfement,  and  acceptance,  to  be 
the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner. 

Mr.  'William  Bousfield  faid,  he 
was  not  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
prifoner  at  the  bar  ;  knew  nothing 
cf  the  bill ;  never  had  any  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  prifoner,  nor  faw 
him.  The  acceptance  was  not  the 
hand-writing  of  himfelf,  or  either 
of 'his  partners;  nor  was  any.  per- 
fon  authorifed  by  either  of  them  to 
accept  bills. 

Mr.  Bousfield,  jun.  depofed  to 
the  fame  effect. 

Mr.  Jones,  their  clerk,  alfo  faid, 
the  acceptance  was  not  the  writing 
of  any  in  the  firm. 

Mr.  Fa  veil,  the  other  partner, 
was,  from  iilnefs,  unable  to  attend 
in  court,  Mr.  Pearfon,  his  apothe¬ 
cary,  ftated,  that  his  removal  from 
his  houfe  would  be  attended  with 
conilderable  danger. 


Mr.  ferjeant  Shepherd  contend¬ 
ed,  that,  in  a  cafe  of  fo  mu’ch  im¬ 
portance  to  the  prifoner,  no  evi¬ 
dence  ought  to  be  admitted  to  prove 
the  acceptance  not  the  hand -writ¬ 
ing  of  Mr.  Favell,  but  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Favell  himfelf. 

Lord  Kenyon  faid,  it  was  true, 
the  prifoner  had  an  important  (take, 
and  it  was  therefore  the  duty  of  the 
court  to  be  ftrisft  with  regard  to  the 
evidence  againft  him  j  but  the  rule 
of  law,  on  which  to  determine,  was 
the  fame  in  criminal  as  civil  caufes. 
The  law  did  not  require  impoffibi- 
lities.  It  was  of  the  utmoft  impor¬ 
tance  that  the  community  at  large 
fliould  be  convinced  juftice  was 
impartially  adminiftered,  and  there¬ 
fore  every  objection  raifed  by  the 
counfel  in  favour  of  prifoners 
ought  to  be  duly  weighed  ;  but  in 
this  inftance  he  had  no  doubt. 
Here  was  a  perfon  prevented  from 
attending  by  the  vifitation  of  God  ; 
and  the  queftion  was,  Whether  evi¬ 
dence  ought  to  be  received  of  his 
hand-writing  ? — He  was  clearly  of 
opinion  it  ought. 

The  prifoner  was  now  called  up¬ 
on  for  his  defence:  He  obferved, 
that,  painful  as  his  fituation  was, 
ftanding  at  the  bar  of  a  court  of 
juftice,  on  a  charge  for  a  capital 
offence,  and  with  a  wife  and  five’ 
children  in  dreadful  fufpenfe  as  to 
his  fate,  yet  it  admitted  of  confider- 
able  alleviation  from  the  reflexion 
of  his  own  innocence.  It  was  a 
fatisfaflion  to  him  to  know  he 
was  before  a  jury  of  tradefmen, 
whofe  knowledge  of  bufinefs  would 
enable  them  to  form  a  juft  idea  of 
his  grounds  of  defence.  They  muft, 
from  their  own  experience  in  com¬ 
mercial  concerns,  be  aware  that 
the  bufinefs  of  this  country  depend¬ 
ed  on  that  credit  and  confidence 
which  exifted  between  man  and 
man  in  the  various  tranfa&ians  of 

commercial 
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commercial  dealing,  and  that  it  was 
by  a  degree  of  confidence  almoft 
unlimited,  this  nation  was  fupport- 
ed.  To  this  confidence  he  was  in¬ 
debted , for  his  fituation.  He  now- 
entered  into  a  very  long  hiftory  of 
his  partnerlhip  with  a  Mr.  Adam¬ 
fon,  and  fubfequent  diffiolution  of 
their  partnerlhip.  He  hated,  that 
he  continued  his  willies  to  ferve 
Mr.  Adamfon,  attended  to  his  bu- 
linefs  in  town  when  he  was  at  Man- 
chefier,and  performed  various  good 
offices  for  him.  That'  Adamfon 
being  embarraffied  for  cafh,  wasde- 
firous  of  having  the  advantage  of 
his  (the  prifoner’s)  privilege  of  dif- 
counting  at  the  bank,  it  being  cuf- 
tomary  for  the  bank  to  difcount 
for  each  petfon  only  to  a  certain 
extent.  To  enable  him  to  do  this, 
he  had  requelted  the  prifoner  to 
draw  bills  upon  his  (Adamfon’s) 
cuftomers,  in  order  that  Adamfon’s 
name  might  not  appear,  and  that  by 
this  means  he  might  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  double  difcount  ac¬ 
count,  one  in  the  prifoner’s  name, 
and  one  in  his  own.  To  this  he 
affiented,  and  tranfadlions  in  fuch 
form  were  carried  on  to  a  very 
large  amount.  There  was  nothing 
fraudulent  in  it.  The  jury  knew 
it  was  the  practice  of  merchants  of 
the  firft  refpeftability,  and  that  in 
fadf  many  would  be  unable  to  car¬ 
ry  on  bufinefs  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  it.  It  was  ferving  ano¬ 
ther  without  any  other  hazard  than 
that  of  the  failure  of  the  parties. 
He  was  perfedtly  fatisfied  of  the 
folvency  of  Adamfon,  and  nothing 
ever  occurred  to  make  him  appre¬ 
hend  any  danger.  He  was  always 
furnifhed  with  the  names  of  the 
parties  he  drew  upon  by  Adamfon, 
and  never  had  any  communication 
with  them  himfelf.  Adamfon  al- 
xvays  got  them  accepted,  and  then 
returned  them  to  him  to  get  them 


difcounted  at  the  bank.  He  fald 
he  Ihould  prove  that  all  the  dif- 
counts  were  paid  over  to  Adamfon. 
That,  with  refpe<5t  to  the  identical 
bill  on  which  he  was  indi£led,  it 
was  in  the  hands  of  Adamfon  be¬ 
fore  it  was  indorfed,  and  that  when 
he  difcounted  it,  he  gave  the  a- 
mount  of  it  to  Adamfon.  This  he 
trailed  would  prove,  that,  when  he 
prefented  the  bill,  he  did  not  know 
it  was  forged.  He  then  alluded 
to  his  conduct  when  Adamfon  was 
apprehended.  So  far  from  his 
having  any  fears  of  being  impli¬ 
cated  in  a  charge  of  forgery,  he 
was  only  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  his 
name  being  upon  fo  many  out- 
handing  bills.  He  did  not  abfeond, 
but  went  to  his  attorney,  and  to 
Adamfon’s  own  houfe,  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  get  what  he  could  to  indem¬ 
nify  himfelf.  What  inference  was 
to  be  drawn  from  this,  but  that  he 
was  innocent?  He  faid,  upon  re¬ 
ceiving  a  letter  from  Mr.  Winter, 
the  folicitor  to  the  bank,  he  imme¬ 
diately  attended  him,  and  was  ready 
to  give  every  explanation.  Having 
made  thefe  and  many  other  re¬ 
marks,  he  obferved,  that  his  cafe 
had  much  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  commercial  world,  and  that 
many  unfavourable  accounts  of  his 
conduft  had  been  inferted  in  pub¬ 
lic  prints.  He  conjured  the  jury 
to  difc’narge  their  minds  from  any 
prejudice  which  they  might  have 
adopted  in  confequence  of  fuch 
mifreprefentations,  to  confider  im¬ 
partially  and  candidly  the  nature  of 
the  tranfa&ion,  and  that  he  had  vo¬ 
luntarily  come  forward  to  meet  the 
charge.  He  relied  his  cafe  in  their 
hands,  with  the  firmed:  reliance  that, 
from  a  full  review  of  his  condudl, 
they  would  not  hefitate  in  declaring 
his  innocence  of  the  forgery. 

Several  witnefTes  were  called, 
who  went  the  extent  of  proving 

that 
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that  notes  bad  been  given  to  Wil¬ 
kin  foil  for  debts  due  to  Adamfon  ; 
but  their  teftimony  by  no  means 
came  up  to  the  defence. 

The  rev.  Rowland  Hill  was  call¬ 
ed  to  the  prifoner’s  character.  He 
faid  he  had  known  him  many  years, 
that  he  always  confidered  him  as  a 
man  of  undKguifed  honefty  ;  that 
his  conduct  as  a  father  and  a  huf- 
band  was  alfe&ionate  and  exem¬ 
plary.  He  could  not  have  believed 
a  man,  who  always  appeared  fo  in¬ 
nocent  and  upright,  capable  of 
committing  the  offence  imputed  to 
him. 

Lord  Kenyon,  after  obferving  in 
general  terms  upon  the  importance 
of  the  queftion  to  the  prifoner  and 
the  public,  proceeded  to  fum  up 
the  evidence,  which  he  conceived 
left  no  doubt  as  to  the  prifoner’s 
guilt.  Pie  had  given  all  the  atten¬ 
tion  he  was  capable  of  both  to  the 
prifoner’s  defence  and  the  evidence 
in  fupport  of  it,  but  could  not  fee 
how  either  affected  the  main  charge, 
which  was,  uttering  the  bill  know¬ 
ing  it  to  have  been  forged.  His 
lordfhip  wifhed  he  could  have 
drawn  any  inferences  from  the  de¬ 
fence  favourable  to  the  prifoner. 
If  it  furnifhed  the  jury  with  any, 
he  trufled  they  would  run  before 
him  in  giving  the  prifoner  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  them. 

After  his  lordfhip  had  delivered 
his  charge,  the  prifoner  wifhed  to 
addrefs  the  jury.  He  was  informed 
fuch  an  indulgence  was  unufual, 
neverthelefs  it  fhould  be  granted  to 
him,  as  the  court  defired  nothing  fo 
much  as  his  having  every  opportu¬ 
nity  of  explaining  his  condutft  to 
the  jury. 

The  prifoner  then  entered  into 
a  further  explanation  of  his  tranf- 
a&ions  with  Adamfon.  Pie  faid  he 
expedted  Adamfon’s  books  would 
have  been  produced,  which  would 
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have  explained  every  thing  for  the 
laft  nine  months. 

The  jury  retired  for  40  minutes, 
and,  when  they  returned  into  court, 
pronounced  the  prifoner — guilty . 

Mr.  Wilkinfon  is  a  refpedlable 
good-looking  man  about  forty* 
His  deportment,  during  the  whole 
of  his  trial,  was  fuch  as  manifefted 
the  utmoft  fortitude.  The  quef- 
tions  put  by  him  to  the  witnefles 
were  judicious.  During  the  inter¬ 
val  when  the  jury  were  confult- 
ing,  he  exprefied  no  anxiety.  He 
heard  the  verdidl  with  firmnefs, 
and  retired  from  the  bar  with  ap¬ 
parent  compofure. 

Jofeph  Adamfon  was  indi&ed 
for  falfely  and  felonioufly  making 
and  forging  a  certain  bill  of  ex¬ 
change,  purporting  to  be  drawn  by 
Thomas  Stevens,  of  Manchefter, 
upon  Meflrs.  Bowles  and  Beech- 
croft. 

Mr.  Garrow  opened  this  profe- 
cution.  He  faid  all  the  fignatures 
to  the  bill,  and  the  feveral  indorfe- 
ments,  were  forged,  except  that  of 
the  prifoner.  He  recommended 
the  jury  to  diveft  themfelves  of  any 
prejudice  againfl  the  prifoner,  on 
account  of  what  had  occurred  on 
the  laft  trial.  If  there  was  any  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  guilt  of  either  of  the 
prifoners,  ~it  was  in  favour  of  the 
one  at  the  bar.  The  bill  in  quef- 
tion  was  drawn  on  an  engraved 
plate.  It  would  be  proved  that  the 
prifoner  had  procured  this  plate  to 
be  engraved  for  Stevens;  but  in* 
Head  of  tranfmitting  all  the  copies 
to  him,  he  had  unfortunately  kept 
back  fome,  to  be  employed  for  his 
own  purpofes.  It  was  one.of  thefe 
copies  he  had  filled  up  and  dis¬ 
counted  at  the  bank. 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Cuel,  and 
the  parties  whofe  names  appeared 
upon  the  bill,  fatisfadlorily  proved 
the  guilt  of  the  prifoner. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Kaye,  the  folicitor  to  the 
bank,  proved  the  confeffion  of  the 
prifoner  to  the  fa£t  of  this  and 
other  forgeries.  The  confeffion 
was  riot  extorted  by  threats  or  pro- 
mifes,  but  was  voluntary  on  the 
part  of  the  prifoner. 

The  prifoner  faid,  he  had  notin- 
tended  to  hate  troubled  the  court 
with  any  defence.  He  wifhed  to 
have  relied  wholly  on  the  merciful 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  which  he 
knew  would  be  applied  to  his  cafe  ; 
but  having  learnt  that  Wilkinfon 
had  endeavoured  to  thruft  the  whole 
of  the  guilt  of  the  tranfaffiions.  on 
him,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  God 
and  his  country,  to  hate  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  bills  being 
forged  till  they  were  prelented  to 
him  by  Wilkinfon.  It  was  by  his 
perfualion  he  had  taken  the  part  for 
which  he  was  now  called  on  to  an- 
fwer ;  and  if  he  had  erred,  he  had 
erred  through  ignorance. 

Mr.  judge  Builer  fummed  up  the 
evidence.  He  obferved,  that,  from 
what  had  occurred  on  the  former 
trial,  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe 
the  defence  of  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar  was  well-founded,  and  that  he 
was  to  a  certain  degree  the  inftru- 
merit  of  Wilkinfon  ;  but  this  con- 
lideration  ought  not  to  weigh  a 
feather  in  the  minds  of  the  jury,  as 
the  charge  had  been  clearly  proved. 
It  might,  however,  be  of  importance 
to  the  prifoner,  in  an  application 
to  the  crown  for  a  remiffion  of  pu- 
niffi  ment. 

The  jury  immediately  pronounc¬ 
ed  the  prifoner — guilty. 

Adamfon’s  conduct  on  the  trial 
was  the  reverie  of  Wilkinfon’s.  He 
appeared  extremely  ill  and  dejedted. 

2,q.  This  being  St.  George’s  day, 
the  fociety  of  antiquaries  met  at 
their  apartments  in  Somerfet-place, 
in  purfuance  of  their  itatutes  and 
charter  of  incorporation,  to  eled  a 
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prelident,  council,  and  officers  of 
the  fociety,  for  the  year  enfuing  ; 
whereupon  George  earl  of  Leicef- 
ter,  Thomas  Aftle,  efq.  John  Brand, 
A.  M.  Owen  Saliifb.  Brereton,  efq. 
fir  H.  C.  Englefield,  bart.  rev.  Dr. 
Hamilton,  Craven  Ord,  efq.  John 
lord  hiffiop  of  Salifbury,  John  Top- 
ham,  efq.  Jof.  Windham,  efq.  and 
Thomas  Win.  Wrighte,  A.  M.  ir 
of  the  old  council,  were  re-chofen 
of  the  new  council ;  and  Francis 
Annefley,  efq.  Sir  George  Baker, 
bart.  Reginald  Pole  Carew,  efq* 
hon.  Rob.  Fulk  Greville,  fir  Archa 
Macdonald,  knt.  chief  baron  of  the 
exchequer,  Francis  duke  of  Leeds, 
Samuel  Lyfons,  efq.  Chas*  Townf- 
hend,  efq.  John  Willett  Willett,, 
efq.  and  Brownlow  lord  biihop  of 
Winchefter,  ten  of  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fociety,  were  chofen  of 
the  new  council ;  and  they  were 
feverally  declared  to  be  the  council 
of  the  fociety  for  the  year  enfuing. 
And,  on  a  return  made  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  fociety,  it  appeared  that 
George  earl  of  Leicefter  was  eleffied 
prefident;  John  Topham,  efq.  trea¬ 
surer  •  Samuel  Lyfons,  efq.  direc¬ 
tor;  Thomas  William  Wrighte, 
A.  M.  fecretarv ;  and  John  Brand, 
A.  M.  fecretary  for  next  year. 

The  loan  was  taken, this  day  by 
Meffirs.  Curtis,  Boyd,  Solomons, 
Goldfmid,  and  Ward,  The  terms 
are  the  mod  advantageous  that  have 
ever  been  obtained  by  the  public* 
They  are  as  follow  : 

150I.  — 3  per  cent,  ccn- 
fols.  at  481-^.72  11  % 

50I. — Reduced  47A  23  15  o 

Long  ann.  4s.  nd.  at 

1 3^  years’  pur  chafe  3  4  6k 

99  :o  9,i 

The  bonus  is  only  to  be  found 

in  the  difcounton  prompt  payment. 
The  above  very  beneficial  terms, 
Mr.  Pitt  dated,  were  obtained  from 

(D)  '  1  the 
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the  benefit  which  is  likely  to  refult 
to  the  ftockholder  from  the  mea- 
fure,  now  in  its  progrefs  through 
parliament,  of  the  fale  of  the  land- 
tax. 

24.  The  gazette  contains  a  letter 
from  admiral  fir  Hyde  Parker,  dated 
March  12,  Cape  Nicola  Mole, 
giving  an  account  of  about  a'dozen 
fmall  French  fhips  of  war,  from 
one  to  fixteen  guns,  recently  cap¬ 
tured  on  that  ftation. 

2$.  Eight  officers  of  the  i£th 
dragoons  appeared  at  court  on  this 
day,  with  the  gold  chains  and  me¬ 
dallions  prefen t^d  to  them  bv  the 

i  j 

emperor,  in  gratitude  for  having 
refcued  him  from  the  French,  in  a 
fkirmifil  in  Flanders,  by  their  brave¬ 
ry- 

24  About  twelve  at  noon,  one 
of  the  Battle  powder-mills,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Harvey,  and  a  drying- 
houfe  and  fiore-room  nearly  ad- 
.  joining,  were,  by  fome  unknown 
accidental  communication  of  fire, 
blown  up,  with  two  tremendous 
explofions,  and  totally  deftroyed. 
Three  men  employed  in  the  mill 
were  forced  into  the  air  with  the 
works,  and  one  of  them,  an  elderly 
man,  rent  to  atoms  ;  different  parts 
of  his  limbs  having  been  picked  up 
at  confiderable  difiances  from  each 
other:  the  other  two  fell,  fadly  la¬ 
cerated,  into  an  adjacent  piece  of 
water,  out  of  which  they  were  both 
taken  alive,  but  in  no  fit  11  at  ion  to 
give  the  leaft  account  of  the  acci¬ 
dent.  One  of  the  unfortunate  fuf- 
ferers  complained  firft  of  extreme 
heat,  drank  a  cordial  which  was  of¬ 
fered  him  with  great  avidity,  then 
faid  he  was  exceffive  cold,  and 
fhortly  after  expired.  The  other, 
we  are  informed,  furvived  nearly 
two  hours,  durin?  which  Ke  at  fe- 
vend  intervals  faintly  exclaimed 

<  ’tis  not  all  over  vet  •’  but  faid  no- 

✓  * 

thing  more:  they  both  died  with- 
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out  agony.  Seven  feparate  build¬ 
ings  were  completely  deftroyed, 
though  only  two  reports  were 
clearly  difiinguifliable.  The  quan¬ 
tity  of  powder  which  exploded  ex¬ 
ceeded  15  tons  weight;  and  the 
damage  is  efiimated  at  upwards  of 
5000I.  Mr.  Harvey's  houfe,  fitu- 
ated  about  106  yards  from  the  near- 
efi  building  blown  up,  is  fo  fhaken 
and  disjointed,  that  it  mull  be  en¬ 
tirely  taken  down  :  a  heavy  fand- 
ftone  from  the  mill  was  carried 
feveral  yards  over  the  roof  of  the 
above  dwelling,  and  a  variety  of 
pieces  of  timber  over  a  large  wood 
to  the  diftance  of  nearly  half  a  mile. 
The  vertebrae  of  the  back  and  neck 
of  the  old  man,  who  was  in  the 
mill  when  the  accident  happened, 
were  taken  from  the  branches  of  a 
lofty  tree;  and  other  parts  of  his 
mangled  body  were  coliefted  at  in¬ 
credible  diftances  from  the  fpot 
where  it  was  precipitated.  The 
trees  near  the  fpot  were  totally 
dripped  of  their  infant  foliage  and 
bloffoms  ;  and  a  horrid  fcene  of  de¬ 
valuation  prefented  itfelf.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  workmen  are  at  prefent  em¬ 
ployed  in  clearing  the  ruins,  in 
order  to  erect  new  buildings,  which 
we  underfiand  are  to  be  at  fecure 
difiances  from  each  other,  and  in 
other  refpedls  fo  contrived  as  to  be 
rendered  lefs  liable  to  communicate 
fire  from  ,one  to  the  other,  in  cafe 
of  an  accident  in  either. 

26.  A.  fpecial  court  of  aldermen 
was  held  ;  there  were  prefent  the 
lord  mayor,  fifteen  aldermen,  re¬ 
corder,  and  two  (heriffs.  The  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  on  Tuefday  laft, 
to  confider  the  beft  means  of  carry¬ 
ing  the  refolutrons  thenagreed  toin- 
to  effect,  prefented  a  report, recom¬ 
mending  it  to  each  alderman  to 
repair  to  his  ward,  and  call  the 
inhabitants  together  for  thepurpofe 
of  forming  affectations  for  learning 
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the  life  of  arms,  or  to  enrol  them- 
fielves  as  extra- conftables,  to  aft 
•upon  an  emergency,  as  the  cafe 
may  require.  A  copy  of  the  re¬ 
port,  and  of  a  printed  plan,  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  fent  to  each  alderman 
and  his  deputy,  who  were  requefted 
to  hold  t heir  firffc  meeting  on  Tuef- 
dav  next:  the  aldermen  were  a!fo 

j  r 

defired  to  confult  with  their  com¬ 
mon  council,  on  the  beft  means  of 
making  the  returns  of  perfons  be¬ 
tween  15  and  6.0,  agreeable  to  the 
aft  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
&c. 

From  the  London  Gazette ,  April  28. 

Admiralty  Office ,  April  28. 
Copv  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Hon.  Admiral  -  Lord  Bridport, 
K.  B.  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  on  board  his  Majefty’s 
Ship  Royal  George,  at  Sea,  the 
22d  in  ft. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  fatisfaftion  to  acquaint 
you,  for  their  lord  (hips’  informa¬ 
tion,  that  1’Hercule,  of  74  guns, 
was  taken  by  his  majefty’s  ftiip 
■Mars  la  ft  night. 

The  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter 
from  lieutenant  Butterfield  will  beft 
ftiow  to  their  lordfhips  the  fpirit 
and  judgment  manifefted  upon  this 
occafion.  No  praife  of  mine  can 
add  one  ray  of  brilliancy  to  the  di- 
ftinguiftied  valour  of  capt.  Alexr. 
Hood,  who  carried  his  ftiip  nobly 
into  battle,  and  who  died  of  the 
wounds  he  received  in  fupporting 
the  juft  caufe  of  his  country.  It  is 
impoffible  for  me  not  to  llncerely 
lament  his  lofs,  as  he  was  an  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  fervice,  and  univerfally 
beloved  ;  he  has  fallen  gloriouflv, 
as  well  as  all  thofe  who  are  fo 
handfomely  fpoken  of  by  lieut. 
Butterfield.  I  have  appointed  him 
to  the  command  of  l’Hercule,  to 
carry  her  into  port;  and  I  have 
given  a  temporary  appointment  to 


captain  James  George  Shirley  to 
command  the  Mars,  and  lieutenant 
George  White,  firft  of  the  Royal 
George,  to  command  the  Megaera. 
Lieutenant  Henry  Combe,  the  fe- 
cond,  will  deliver  to  yon  this  di- 
fpatch. 

X  have  the  honour  to  be,  fir, 
your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

Bridpor  t. 

Mars ,  at  Sea,  April  22, 
My  Lord, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your 
lordftiip,  that  the  Blip  chafed  by 
his  majefty’s  ftiip  Mars  yefterday, 
per  fignal,  endeavoured  to  efcape 
through  the  Pafiage  du  Raz  :  bur. 
the  tide  proving  contrary,  and  the 
wind  eafterly,  obliged  her  to  anchor 
at  the  mouth  of  that  pafiage  ;  which 
afforded  captain  Hood  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  attacking  her,  by  laying 
her  fo  clofe  alongfide  as  to  unhinge 
fome  of  the  lower-deck  ports,  con¬ 
tinuing  a  very  bloody  aftion  for  an 
hour  and  a  half,  when  file  furren- 
dered. 

I  lament  being  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  informing  your  lordfhip,  that 
his  majefiy  has,  on  this  occafion, 
loft  that  truly  brave  man,  captain 
Hood,  who  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh  late  in  the  confiift,  and  ex¬ 
pired  juft  as  the  enemy’s  (hip  had 
ftruck  her  colours.  This  (hip 
proves  to  be  1’Hercule,  of  74  guns, 
and  700  men,  her  firft  time  at  lea, 
from  L’Orient,  to  join  the  Bred 
fleet. 

I  cannot  fufficiently  commend 
the  bravery  and  good  conduft  of 
the  furviving  officers  and  men,  who 
merit  my  warmed  thanks :  I  muff* 
particularly  recommend  to  your 
lordfliip’s  notice  Mr.  Southey,  the 
fignal  midfiiipman. 

Lieutenants  Argles  and  Ford  are 
the  only  officers  wounded.  Capt. 
Hood,  and  captain  White  of-  the 
(D  2)  marines, 
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marines,  are  killed.  Lieut.  Argles, 
though  badly  wounded,  never  quit¬ 
ted  the  deck. 

From  a  number  of  the  people 
being;  with  lieutenant  Bowker  in 
charge  of  the  prize,  I  cannot  at 
prefent  inform  your  lordfhip  of  the 
exaft  number  of  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed;  but  from  the  bed:  information 
drcumftances  afford,  I  think  about 
30  killed  and  as  many  wounded, 
inoft  of  them  dangerouftyA 

I  have  the  honour  to1  be, 
my  lord, 

your  lord  (hip’s  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

W.  Butterfield-. 
Admiral  Lord  Bridport,  K.  B.  & c. 

It  appears  alfo,  by  a  letter  from 
admiral  lord  Bridport  of  the  2 ill 
in  ft.  that  his  majeftV’s  fhip  Jafon 
had  captured  on  the  preceding  day 
a  new  gun  brig,  named  FArrogante, 
carrying  6  long  twenty-four-pound- 
ers  and  92  men. 

28.  In  the  court  of  king’s  bench, 
Mr.  Williams,  who  was  convidted 
on  the  24th  of  June,  1797,  of  a  li¬ 
bel  on  the  Chriftian  religion,  by 
publiftiing  Paine-’s  4  Age  ofReafon,’ 
was  brought  up  in  cuftody  of  the 
keeper  of  Newgate  to  receive  judg¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  juftice  Afhhurft  pointed  out 
the  enormity  of  his  offence,  the 
minute  parts  of  which  he  would 
forbear  to  particularife.  Although 
the  Almighty  did  not  require  the 
aid  of  human  tribunals  to  vindicate 
his  precepts,  it  was  nevertheless  fit 
to  (how  our  abhorrence  of  fuch 
wicked  dodlrines,  which  were  not 
only  an  offence  againft  God,  but 
againft  law  and  government,  from 
their  diredf  tendency  to  diffolve 
all  the  bonds  and  obligations  of 
civil  fociety.  It  was  upon  this 
ground  the  Chriftian  religion  con- 
ftituted  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land.  But  if  the  name  of  our  Re- 
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deemer  was  differed  to  be  traduced* 
and  his  holy  religion  treated  with 
contempt,  the  folemnity  of  an  oath, 
on  which  the  due  adminiftratiofi: 
of  juftice  depended,  would  be  de- 
ilroyed,  and  the  law  be  dripped  of 
one  of  its  principal  fandfions,  the 
dread  of  future  punifhment.  This 
crime  was  further  aggravated  by 
the  motive  in  which  it  was  con¬ 
ceived  ;  there  could  be  no  tempta¬ 
tion,  no  fudden  impulfe  of  paffiom 
to  which  man  was  fo  often  expofed 
by  the  frailty  of  his  nature, — it 
could  have  only  proceeded  from  a 
cool  and  malignant  fpirit.  Mr. 
juftice  Afhhurft  then  proceeded  to 
obferve  upon  the  affidavit  made  by 
the  defendant,  in  mitigation  of  his 
punifhment,  in  which  it  was  ftated 
that  this  pamphlet  had  been  pub- 
lifhed  in  1794  by  others,  of  whom 
no  notice  had  been- taken.  This, 
in  his  mind,  he  faid,  led  to  a  con¬ 
trary  inference  ;  impunity  was  an 
encouragement  to  crimes,  and  if 
there  were  others  wicked  enough 
to  commit  fo  atrocious  an  offence, 
this  circumftance  fhowred  the  necef- 
fity  for  arrefting  its  progrefs,  and 
made  it  a  more  incumbent  duty  to 
reprefs  it  by  fome  falutarv  exam¬ 
ple.  The  defendant  had  alfo  ftated? 
that  he  was  not  confcious  of  com¬ 
mitting  an  offence  by  the  publica¬ 
tion.  To  this  he  mu  ft  reply,  that 
a  child  who  had  only  common  at¬ 
tention  paid  to  his  education,  could 
not  be  ignorant  of  its  impious  and 
wicked  intent  :  but  ignorance  was 
no  fort  of  excufe  :  every  perfon  in 
the  fituation  of  the  defendant  ought 
to  know  that  every  thing  which  he 
fent  out  into  the  world,  was  con¬ 
fident  with  religion,  law,  decency, 
and  morality.  Under  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  then,  if  the  court  did 
not  pafs  fo  fevere  a  fentence  as  the 
enormity  of  the  offence  required,  it 
would  be  in  confequence  of  Mr. 

Erfkine’s 
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Erlkine’s  interference  in  his  be¬ 
half. 

Mr.  juftice  Afhhurft  then  pro¬ 
nounced  the  judgment  of  the  court, 
which  was,  that  the  defendant  be 
imprifoned  in  the  houfe  of  correc¬ 
tion  for  one  year,  there  to  be  kept 
to  hard  labour,  and  that,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  thereof,  he  (hall  give  fecu- 
rity  to  the  amount  of  ioool.  for  his 
good  behaviour  the  reft  of  his  life. 

The  defendant  alked  if  he  might 
be  accommodated  with  a  bed  in 
his  confinement  ? 

Lord  Kenyon  {aid,  that  his  len¬ 
ience  was  light,  very  light  indeed, 
confidering  the  nature  of  his  of¬ 
fence, 'which  was  horrible  to  Chrif- 
tian  ears.  He  had  known  a  cafe 
oflefs  enormity,  Where  the  defen¬ 
dant  was  fentenced  to  three  years’ 
imprifonment. 

Maidjione ,  April  30.  The  hate 
prifoners  were  this  morning  ef- 
corted  by  a  party  of  the  Kent 
volunteers  and  flieriff’s  officers, 
from  our  gaol  to  the,  court- 
houfe.  About  two  o’clock  lord 
Romney,  Mr.  juftice  Buller,  Mr. 
juftice  Heath,  Mr.  juftice  Laurence, 
and  ferjeant  Shepherd,  took  their 
feats  on  the  bench,  and  the  prifon¬ 
ers  were  placed  at  the  bar.  The 
indiftment  being  then  read,  Mr. 
Plomer,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  O’Con¬ 
ner  and  Mr.  Bin  ns,  infilled  the  pri¬ 
foners  ought  neither  of  them  to  an- 
fwer  the  indictment,  becaule  the 
copy,  required  to  be  delivered  to 
them  by  aft  of  parliament,  differed 
in  feveral  inftances  from  the  origi¬ 
nal  one.  He  pointed  where,  in  the 
copy,  the  words  ‘  armed  force’ 
were  ufed,  inftead  of  4  armed  men,’ 
and  the  word  c  faidj  was  omitted 
in  the  copy.  He  obferved,  that  his 
reafon  for  taking  the  objection  was, 
becaufe  the  prifoners  were  really 
not  prepared  to  enter  upon  their 
defence,  and  that,  if  the  objection 


was  over-ruled,  he  ftiould  apply  to 
the  court  to  grant  farther  time.  He 
would  (how  the  affidavits  of  the 
prifoners  to  the  attorney-general, 
and  trufted  to  his  candor  for  poft- 
poning  the  trials  after  he  had  feen 
them.  A  converfation  enftied  be¬ 
tween  the  attorney-general,  Mr. 
Plomer,  and  Mr.  Dallas,  which 
ended  in  an  agreement  to  poftpone 
the  trials,,  provided  the  prifoners 
waved  all  objections  to  form  in  the 
copies  of  the  indiftment.  The 
cou-rt  was  accordingly  adjourned 
till  Monday,  the  21ft  of  May,  at 
feven  in  the  morning. 

MAY. 

Admiralty  Office^  May  1. 
Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Hon.  Admiral  Lord  Bridport,  to 
Evan  Nepean,  Elq.  dated  on 
board  his  Majefty’s  Ship  the 
Royal  George,  at  Sea,  the  26th 
of  April. 

Herewith  you  will  receive,  for 
their  lordlhips’  information,  a  copy 
of  a  lift,  iranfmitted  to  me  by  capt. 
Stirling,  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  milling  of  the  Mars,  on  the  21ft 
inftant. 

Lift  of  killed  and  wounded,  &c.  on 
board  his  majefty’s'  fhip  Mars,  in 
aftion  with  the  French  national 
Ihip  L’HercuIe,  the  silt  of 
April,  1798. 

Alexander  Hood,  captain,  killed. 
James  Blythe,  fecond  midlliipman, 
killed. 

Seamen,  ir  killed,  3  died  of  their 
wounds. 

George  Argles,  third  lieutenant, 
wounded. 

George  Arnauld  Ford,  fifth  lieute¬ 
nant,  wounded. 

Thomas  Southey,  midfiiipman, 
wounded. 

Seamen,  36  wounded,  3  miffing. 
Boys,  2  wounded. 

MARINES. ' 

Jofeph  White,  captain,  killed. 

(D  3)  One 
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One  corporal  killed. 

Privates,  2  killed,  2  died  of  their 
wounds. 

Serjeants,  2  wounded. 

One  drummer  wounded. 

Privates,  16  wounded,  5  milling. 
Total — -17  killed,  5  died  of  their 
wounds,  60  wounded,  and  8 
miffing — in  all  90. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  a  French 
lugger  privateer  Jupiter,  mounting 
8  carriage  guns,  and  manned  with 
36  men,  by  his  majefty’s  cutter 
Cruifer,  lieutenant  Wollafton. 

Admiralty  -Office,  May  3. 

The  gazette  contains  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  the  Batavian  re¬ 
publican  brig  Le  Courier,  pierced 
for  12,  and  mounting  6four-pound- 
ers,  and  a  number  of  fwivels,  and 
manned  with  30  men,  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  floop  Scorpion,  captain  John 
Tremavne  Rodd  :  fhe  had  taken 
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the  Lark  brig,  of  Whitby,  coal-lad¬ 
en,  which  the  Scorpion  retook  ;• — 
alfo,  La  Sans-fouci  French  pri¬ 
vateer  lugger,  mounting  1  twelve- 
pounder  carronade,  and  2  brafs 
fours,  and  27  men,  by  his  majefty’s 
cutter  Telemachus,  lieut.  Newton. 

May  7.  This  morning,  about 
four  o’clock,  a  mod  dreadful  fire 
broke  out  at  the  houfe  of  a  Mr. 
Bull,  a  tallow-chandler,  in  Gerard- 
frreet,  Soho.  A  fervant-maid  had 
fat  up  for  her  mafter,  a  major  in  the 
army,  who  lodged  on  the  firfl  floor; 
but,  grown  impatient  for  his  return, 
ihe  retired  to  bed  in  the  garret,  in 
the  next  room  to  that  where  Mrs. 
Bull  and  three  children  dept,  leav¬ 
ing,  it  is  fuppofed,  the  candle  and 
fire  burning  in  the  kitchen.  In 
Jcfs  than  two  hours  after,  the  mif- 
trefs  was  alarmed  by  a  loud  knock¬ 
ing  at  the  hall-door,  and  fuppofing 
that  the  major  was  returned,  called 
to  the  maid  to  rife  and  let  her  ma¬ 
fter  in:  but  die  was  foon  undeceiv¬ 


ed  by  the  cries  of  u  fire!  fire!7' 
which  fuqceeded,  and  inftantly  hur¬ 
ried  down  ftairs  vifith  her  children, 
having  tied  red  the  maid  to  follow 
her.  The  unfortunate  woman, 
however,  anxious,  perhaps,  to 
fave  fome  of  her  little  pro¬ 
perty,  neglected  to  obey,  and  the 
fury  of  the  flames,  increased  by  the 
current  of  air,  rudiing  in  through 
the  hall  as  Mrs.  Bull  retired,  cut  off 
her  retreat.  The  upper  part  of  t]ie 
houfe  was  fo  fecured,  die  could  not 
get  out  upon  the  roof,  and  the  fire 
gaining  rapidly  upon  her,  die  had 
no  refource  but  to  throw  herfelf 
out  of  a  window  in  the  two  pair 
front.  A  watchman,  (landing  be¬ 
low,  in  an  effort  to  fave  her  fall, 
caught  her  by  the  leg  ;  but  this  did 
not  prevent  her  body  from  coming 
to  the  ground  with  fuch  violence  that 
die  was  carried  fpeechlefsto  theMid- 
diefex  hofpital,  where  die  has  fince 
died.  Notwithftanding  every  ex¬ 
ertion  to  arreft  the  prpgrefs  of  the 
fire,  it  foon  communicated  to  the 
houfe  adjoining  it  on  the  right  fide: 
but  all  the  inhabitants  were  alarm¬ 
ed  in  fufficient  time  to  make  their 
efcape;  one  of  thefe,  Mr.  Crozian, 
an  engraver,  who  lodged  in  the  fe- 
cond  floor,  unfortunately  returned 
with  a  hope  to  fave  three  copper¬ 
plates  on  which  he  fet  much  value. 
Fie  was  followed  bv  a  Mr.  Hvde, 
with  whom  he  had  fpent  the  night 
until  a  late  hour,  to  the  very  door 
of  the  apartment,  but  the  heat  was  fo 
great  Mr.  H.  was  obliged  to  retire, 
and  Mr.  C.  ■who  ventured  in  was 
fuffocated,  and  every  means  ufed 
by  the  faculty  toreftorehim  proved 
ineffectual.  Mrs.  Bull’s  houfe  was 
entirely  confirmed,  and  all  the  pro¬ 
perty  it  contained  dedroyed;  but  it 
was  fortunately  infur'ed  :  the  other 
houfe  was  not  entirely  confumed, 
and  a  good  deal  of  the  property 
was  faved.  ; 
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Irish  Parliament. 

May  7.  I11  the  houfe  of  lords  on 
Monday,  on  calling  over  the  names 
of  the  lords  who  made  default  on 
the  call  of  the  houfe  on  Tuefday 
la  ft,  when  the  clerk  came  to  the 
name  of  the  lord  bifhop  of  Derry, 

Lord  Chancellor  faid,  he  could 
not  help  calling  their  lordfhips’ 
attention  to  the  very  peculiar  cir- 
cumflances  in  which  the  lord  bi¬ 
fhop  of  Derry  flood.  He  had 
taken  the  trouble,  he  faid,  to  look 
into  the  journals  of  the  houfe,  and 
he  found  that  it  was  now  upwards 
of  twenty-four  years  fince  his  lord¬ 
fhip  (the  bifhop)  had  attended  his 
duty  in  that  houfe. — For  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  twenty-four  years  he 
had  been  abfent,  without  inter- 
million,  from  the  country,  and  had 
'uniformly  for  that  period  negiefled 
his  duty  in  parliament.  This  was 
a  cafe  which  called  for  fome  at¬ 
tention  from  the  houfe.  There 
was,  he  obferved,  a  law  of  very  old 
{landing  in  Ireland,  which  made 
the  temporalities  of  a  bifhop  liable 
to  fequeftration  for  continued  ab¬ 
sence  from  duty  ;  and  he  thought 
when  a  bifhop  poflefled  fo  ample  an 
income  as  his  lordfhip  of  Derry,  it 
was  right,  after  fo  long  a  derelic¬ 
tion  of  his  duty,  that  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  his  fee  Ihould  be  made  to 
contribute  in  fome  degree  to  the 
wants  of  this  poor  country.  At 
prefent  he  did  not  mean  to  trouble 
their  lordfhips  with  any  fpecific 
propofition  oil  this  fubjeft  ;  but 
he  gave  notice,  that  when  it  fliould 
come  to  be  confidered  by  the  houfe 
what  fliould  be  done  with  the  no¬ 
ble  lortV'  who  had  made  default,  he 
fliould  hope  that  thofe  temporal 
lords  who  were  abfent  in  England 
would  be  excuied  ;  but  that  if  any 
attempt  were  made  to  apologue 
for  his  lordfhip  of  Derry  on  that 
ground,  he  would  oppofe  it. 

Lord  Glentworth  preferred  a  pe- 
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tition  of  the  earl  of  Kingflon,  pray¬ 
ing,  that  a  copy  of  the  indictment 
which  had  been  fent  up  againll  his 
lordfhip,  for  the  alleged  murder  of 
Gerald  Fitzgerald,  efq.  and  alfo 
the  writs  of  certiorari,  and  the  re¬ 
turns  thereon,  fliould  be  given  to 
his  lordfhip,  and  alfo  that  counfei 
might  be  affigned  him,  to  enable 
him  to  prepare  for  his  defence. — 
The  petition  was  received,  and  an 
order  made  accordingly.  He  alfo 
moved,  that  John  P,  Curran,  and 
Wm.  Saurin,  efqrs.  might  be  affign¬ 
ed  his  lordfhip  as  counfei,  which 
was  accordingly  ordered. 

Lord  Chancellor  obferved,  that 
he  had  already  given  verbal  direc¬ 
tions,  that  a  copy  of  the  order,  ap¬ 
pointing  May  the  1 8th  for  his  lord- 
fill  p’s  trial,  fliould  be  furniflied  to 
him.  He  believed  it  would  be 
right  that  an  order  of  the  houfe 
ihould  be  made  for  that  purpofe, 

Admiralty  Office,  May  8. 

ExtraCl  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Hal- 
fled,  of  his  Majefly’s  Ship  Phoe¬ 
nix,  to  Mr.  Nepean,  dated  Ply¬ 
mouth  Sound,  the  6th  inflant. 

SIR, 

Be  pleafed  to  inform  their  lord- 
fliips,  that  his  majefty’s  Blip  un¬ 
der  my  command  arrived  here  this 
day,  in  company  with  Le  Brave 
French  privateer,  pierced  for  22 
guns,  and  carrying  18,  which  are 
eighteens  and  twelves,  with  160 
men.  She  was  captured  in  the 
night  of  the  24th  ult.  in  latitude- 
49  deg.  N.  longitude  16  deg.  W. 
after  fome  refiflance,  by  which  Bie 
had  a  few'  men  killed,  ai*l  14 
wounded.  The  Phoenix  received 
fome  trifling  damage  in  her  fails 
and  rigging,  byt  no  perfon  hurt. — - 
She  is  a  very  flue  fhip,  of  600  tons, 
is  coppered,  and  fails  exceedingly 
fa  ft.  It  is  an  additional  pleasure  to 
me  to  fay  there  were  about  fifty 
Englifti  prifoners  on  board  her  at 
(D  4)  the 
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the  time,  none  of  whom  received 
any  injury  from  our  {hot.  On  the 
2$ th  we  retook  the  Thetis,  a  valua¬ 
ble  American  fhip,  from  Charlef- 
•  ton  to  London,  which  this  pri¬ 
vateer  captured  a  few  days  before. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  an  ac- 
count  of  the  capture  of  Le  Hardi 
fchooner,  of  8  guns  and  60  men  ; 
and  Le  Hazard  fchooner,  of  2  guns 
and  27  men,  by  his  majefly’s  fhip 
Concorde,  captain  Barton  ;  alfo.  La 
Mu  tine  French  privateer  fchooner, 
of  8  guns,  and  61  men,  by  his  ma¬ 
jefly’s  fliip  Lapwing,  captain  Tho¬ 
mas  Harvey  ;  —  alfo,  Le  Parfait 
French  privateer  fchooner,  of  10 
guns,  and  60  men,  by  his  maje fry’s 
Hi  ip  Roebuck,  captain  Burrowes. 

May  9.  At  the  Court  at  St. 
James’s;  prefent,  the  king's  moft 
excellent  majefly  in  council.  — 
This  day,  his  majefty  in  council 
having  ordered  the  council-book  to 
be  laid  before  him,  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Charles  James  Fox  was  crafed 
from  the  lift  of  privy  counfellors. 

Admiralty  Qjjice ,  May  12. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Ho- 
tham,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Ada¬ 
mant,  ro  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  at  anchor  oil  the  Iftands 
of  St.  Marcou,  the  8th  of  May, 
1798. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  fatisfadlion  of  inclof- 
Ing,  for  the  information  of  my  lords 
commiftioners  of  the  admiralty,  a 
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letter  I  yefterday  received  from 
lieutenant  Price,  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  on  the  i Hands  of  St.  Marcou,  iti 
which  it  will  be  found,  that,  by  his 
firm  and  fteady  reftftance  again  ft; 
a  very  confiderable  force,  thofe 
illands  have  been  faved  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  calm  weather  had  for  fome 
days  prevented  his  majefty’s  {hips 
under  my  orders  from  checking  the 
progrefs  which  the  flotilla  from  La 
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Hogue  might  attempt  to  make ; 
and,  judging  from  the  information 
I  received  from  lieutenant  Price  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th,  that  it  was 
on  its  way  to  the  iftands,  I  necef- 
farily  approached  them  as  near  as 
the  ftate  of  the  weather  would  per¬ 
mit  me  to  do.  On  the  fame  after¬ 
noon,  however,  I  was  obliged  to 
anchor  ;  'but  taking  advantage  of  a 
light  breeze  in  the  evening,  I  again 
weighed  and  flood  in.  At  ten 
o’clock  that  night,  it  again  falling 
quite  calm,  and  fearing  the  flood- 
tide  would  carry  us  too  far  to  the 
eafhvard,  the  ftiip  once  more  an-- 
chored,  the  iftands  bearing  W.  by 
S.  fix  miles. 

A  little  before  the  dawn  of  day, 
the  enemy  commenced  the  attack, 
and  the  boats  were  foon  afterwards 
feen  placed,  and  keeping  up  a  con- 
ftant  fire.  A  light  breeze  fpringing 
up  at  that  time  from  the  N.  N.  W. 
with  an  ebb-tide,  the  fignal  was 
made  to  weigh,  and  captains  Tal¬ 
bot  of  the  Eurydice,  and  Hagget  of 
the  Oreftes,were  diredled  by  me  to 
{land  in  as  fall  as  poftible,  and  at¬ 
tack  the  enemy  in  the  manner  they 
ftiould  judge  moft  effectual  to¬ 
wards  deftroying  them,  on  arriving 
up.  While  going  down,  however, 
it  was  perceived  the  enemy  was 
making  his  retreat  in  a  very  bafty 
and  confufed  manner;  and  I  am 
not  altogether  without  hope,  that 
the  near  approach  of  his  majefty ’3 
{hips  in  fome  meafure  confirmed 
the  enemy  - in  his  inclination  of 
abandoning  an  enterpr/e,  which, 
from  the  very  able  com  ucl  ana 
well- directed  fire  of  iqutenant 
Price,  he  would  at  all  eveNs  have 
been  ultimatelv  obliged  to  do.  It 
again  falling  calm,  and  the  fhips 
not  having  fteerage -way,  rendered 
purfuit  on  our  fide  impoftible,  and 
enabled  them  to  make  their  retreat 
to  La  Hogue,, 
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It  would  be  great  injuftice  in  not 
joining  with  him  in  his  very  well 
bellowed  commendation  on  the 
conduct  of  the  feveral  officers  and 
men  under  his  command. 

It  may  not  be  deemed  improper 
to  mention,  that  I  this  morning  faw 
fome  pieces  of  paper  ' taken  from 
the  veffel  which  has  been  towed  in, 
and  that  amongft  them  there  is  a 
fort  of  return  of  the  crew,  by 
which  it  appears  that  it  confifted  of 
144  men;  the  total  force,  there* 
fore,  may  have  been  very  confider- 
able,  and,  there  is  every  reafon  to 
believe,  has  fuffered  great  lofs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W,  Horn am. 

Badger ,  IJles  St.  Marcou,  May  7. 
SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  -represent  to  you, 
that,  in  confequence  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  I  received  vefterdav.  and  the 
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movements  of  the  enemy  at  La 
Hogue,  1  conjectured  they  would 
attack  us  in  the  night,  about  high 
water;  1  therefore  difpatched  a 
guard-boat,  belonging  to  the  Sand¬ 
fly,  with  Mr.  Moore,  midfhipman 
of  the  Eurydice,  in  her,  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  enemy.  About 
twelve  o’clock  he  got  amongft 
them,  and  made  the  fignal  of  their 
being  in  motion,  and  about  the 
fame  time  we  clearly  heard  the 
enemy  talk,  but  it  was  fo  dark  we 
could  not  difcover  them. 

At  day-break,  I  obferved  their 
line  drawn  a-breaft  of  the  S.  W. 
face  of  the  weftern  redoubt,  and 
having  all  my  guns  I  could  bring 
to  bear  well  pointed,  I  began  a 
Heady  well-direCted  fire  on  them, 
until  the  flat  boats  came  within 
mufquet-fhot,  when  I  obferved  fix 
or  feven  of  them  go  down,  whiifl 
the  others  took  out  the  living  part 
of  the  crews  ;  one  I  am  towing  in¬ 
to  the  iflands,  and  the  remainder, 
eonfifting  of  forty-three,'  are  re¬ 


turning  into  La  Hogue,  I  am  clear, 
from  the  crowded  Hate  of  their 
decks,  that  they  mud  have  receiv¬ 
ed  great  damage  and  (laughter  ;  but 
I  am  forry  to  add,  we  had  one  ma¬ 
rine  killed,  and  3  feverely  wounded, 
and  one  feaman  wounded. 

Lieutenant  Bourne  rook  every 
method  in  his  power  to  affift  me  ; 
but  from  the  fituation  of  the  attack, 
the  eaft  ifland  was  deprived  for 
fome  time  of  doing  much  ;  but  the 
(hells  from  the  68  pounders,  over 
the  length  of  the  weft  ifland,  latter¬ 
ly  did  them  great  damage,  by  Hank¬ 
ing  theN.W.  fide  of  the  weft  ifland. 

I  beg  leave  to  reprefen  t  like  wife 
to  you,  that  lieutenants  Maughan 
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ancj  Enfor,  with  the  marines,  fer- 
jeant  Henderfon  and  the  party  of 
artillery,  and  the  feamen  under  my 
command,  behaved  as  well  as  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  could  do. 

I  am,  fir,  your  humble  fervant, 

Cha.  P.  Price. 

Capt.  Hotham,  Senior  officer,  See. 

Lieutenant  Price,  in  a  letter  ta 
Mr.  Nepean,  dated  the  9th,  repeats 
.the  intelligence  contained  in  the 
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above,  and  concludes  thus  : 

“  I  am  forry  to  announce  the 
death  of  Thomas  Hall,  private  ma¬ 
rine,  killed ;  Richard  Dunn  and 
Peter  Williamfon,  marines,  wound¬ 
ed,  and  Thomas  Banks,  feaman, 
wounded.  But  coniidering  our 
receiving  the  fire  of  near  eighty 
heavy  bow-guns,  from  36  to  18 
pounders,  for  upwards  of  two 
hours,  I  look  upon  our  damage  as 
not  great.  We  had  four  guns  dif- 
mounted,  but  I  got  them  fit  for  fer- 
vice  before  night.  Inclofed  I  fend 
you  lieutenant  Bourne’s  letter  to 
me,  the  morning  after  the  action. 

I  am,  See.  Cha.  P.  Price* 

Sandfly.  Eafi  Ifland ,  St.  Marcon 
f  th  May,  1  798.  * 

SIR, 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform 

you, 
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you,  that  in  the  affair  of  this  morn¬ 
ing,  there  were  no  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed  in  this  iiland.  I  cannot  fpeak 
in  terms  fufficiently  ftrong,  of  the 
firm  and  manly  conduit  difplaved 
on  this  occasion  by  the  officers  and 
men  under  my  command  ;  and  I 
feel  particularly  indebted  to  lieut. 
Lawrence,  off  the  marines,  enfign 
Carter,  of  the  invalids*  Meflrs. 
Trotter  and  Moor,  mates  of  the 
Adamant  and  Eurvdice,  and  Mr. 
John  Mather,  com  miliary  of  ord¬ 
nance  ft  ores,  for  their  affiftance, 
and  ready  execution  of  mv  orders 
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during  the  action. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Rich.  Bourne. 
L'eut.  Price,  &c.  &c. 

Senior  officer  at  the  iflands  of  St. 
Marcou. 

Admiralty-  Office,  M ay  12. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Pa- 
kenham,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
Refiftance,  to  Evan  Nepean, 
Efq.  dated  off  Fort  Victoria, 
Amboyna,  October  21,  1797. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  the  iffands  of  Amboyna 
and  Banda  are  in  a  very  refpediable 
fiate  of  defence,  and  the  feamen 
and  troops  in  very  good  health  and 
ffpirits,  and,  from  the  enemy's  cruif- 
ers  being  all  captured  or  deftroyed, 
as  per  margin,  are  at  prefent  very 
well  fupplied. 

Prizes  taken  by  his  majefty’s  fhip 
Refiftance. 

Young  Frank  (loop,  10  guns  and 
8  ffwivels,  cut  out  from  Ternate  ; 
Juno  floop,  loaded  with  rice,  com¬ 
ing  into  Ternate  ;  Young  Laufin 
flnop,  10  guns  and  8  fwivels  ;  Lim¬ 
bi  ketch,  6  guns,  cff  Celebes,  and 
loaded  with  rice;  a  large  corra  cor- 
ra,  6  ranfackers,  carrying  a  pound 
ball  ;  a  paddawackan,  with  6  fwi¬ 
vels;  Walker  floop,  10  guns  and 


[May, 

8  fwivels,  at  Gonontalo,  ifland  of 
Celebes,  by  the  boats  of,  the  Re* 
finance  ;  Refource,  coppered  brig, 
6  guns,  at  Copang  ifland  of  St.  Ti¬ 
mor  ;  a  large  paddawackan. 

13.  This  day,  about  one  o’clock, 
fir  Sydney  Smith  arrived  at  the  Ad- 
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miralty,  who  has  been  fo  long  a  pri- 
foner  in  the  Temple  at  Paris,  under 
the  moR  rigorous  confinement ;  the 
executive  directory  having  made 
him  a  particular  o'pjedt  of  their  re¬ 
venge,  refuting  every  overture  to 
releafe  him,  uniefs  4000  feamen 
ivere  given  in  exchange.  Finding 
that  all  hopes  of  an  honourable  ex¬ 
change  were  vanifbed,  from  the 
rancour  which  the  directory  con¬ 
stantly  man ifefted  towards  the  above 
officer,  a  plan  was  formed  in  this 
country  to  effeht  his  efcape  ;  and  a 
foreigner  of  fome  diftindtion  under¬ 
took  to  make  the  attempt.  He 
went  to  Paris  ;  and,  having  procur¬ 
ed  feme  blank  warrants  ufed  in  the 
office  of  the  minifter  of  police  for 
the  delivery  of  prifoners,  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  forged  fig  nature  of  the  mi¬ 
nifter,  directed  to  the  gaoler  of  the 
Temple,  extremely  well  executed, 
to  deliver  up  to  the  bearers  of  if, 
who  were  national  guards,  the  per- 
fons  of  fir  Sydney  Smith  and  Mr. 
Wright,  that  they  might  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  another  prifon.  Four 
perfons,  on  whom  confidence  could 
be  placed,  were  accordingly  em¬ 
ployed  fo  reprefent  national  guards ; 
in  which  habit  they  went  to  the 
gaoler  of  the  Temple  with  the  forg¬ 
ed  orders  for  the  delivery  of  the 
prifoners,  who  were  accordingly 
delivered  up,  and  put  into  a  hack¬ 
ney-coach.  So  we!!  was  the  efcape 
conduced,  that,  though  this  event 
happened  on  the  evening  of  April 
24,  it  was  not  even  known  to  the 
directory  till  May  4  ;  at  which 
time  fir  Sydney  was  out  of  the  li¬ 
mits  of  the  republic.  On  the  5th 
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jhe  arrived  at  Portfmouth,  having 
been  picked  up  otf  Havre  by  the 
Argo  frigate,  which,  being  on  a 
crnife  otf  Havre,  fell  in  with  an 
open  boat  at  fea,  with  a  handker¬ 
chief  hoi  fled  on  a  boat-hook.  She 
immediately  bore  down,  and  pick¬ 
ed  her  up,  when,  to  the  great  fatis- 
fadtion  of  all  on  board,  it  was  found 
to  contain  hr  Sydney  Smith  and 
Mr.  Wright.  The  Argo  was  im¬ 
mediately  detached  from  captain 
Wolley’s  fquadron,  to  land  fir  Syd¬ 
ney  at  Portfmouth  :  and  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  being  known,  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  afiembled  at  the  inn 
to  welcome  his  return,  and  the  po¬ 
pulace  teftified  their  joy,  by  loud, 
hearty,  and  repeated  huzzas.  After 
taking  fome  refrefhment,  he  imme¬ 
diately  fet  off  for  London.  The 
hoi  fes  were  taken  from  his  chaife 
by  the  populace,  who  drew  him 
without  the  gates  of  the  town.  Sir 
Sydney  was  taken  prifoner  on  the 
1 8th  of  April,  1796. 

Maidjlone ,  May  1 1 . 

This  morning,  at  feven,  the 
judges  met,  purfuant  to  adjourn-' 
meat,  to  proceed  to  the  trial  of  the 
prifoners  indicted  for  high  treafon. 
The  perfons  fummoned  as  jurors 
were  called.  The  crown  challenged 
25,  and  the  prifoners  the  full  num¬ 
ber  allowed  by  law.  Three  hours 
and  a  half  elapfed  before  the  jury 
were  chofen  ;  and  a  confiderable 
part  of  this  time  was  taken  up  in 
challenging  perfons  with  caufe ,  and 
producing  evidence  to  fhow  that 
they  had  ufed  expreffions  of  warmth 
againft  the  prifoners.  Some  of 
the fe  challenges  were  admitted,  and 
others  refufed.  Mr.  Abbott  open- 
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ed  the  cafe  on  the  part  of  the 
crown  ;  and  the  attorney-general 
detailed  the  whole  of  the  circum- 


ftances,  fating  the  tenor  of  the  pa¬ 
per  purporting  to  be  an  addrefs  to 
the  directory  of  France,  together 
with  feveral  letters  of  a  treafonable 
tendency.  He  entered  into  a  mi¬ 
nute  hillory  of  the  conduct  of  the 
prifoners  from  Feb.  27  till  the  time 
of  their  apprehenfion,  An  order  to 
flow  their  defign  was  to  get  to 
France.  On  the  next  dav,  the  court 
being  met,  Mr.  Plomer,  as  leading 
counfel  for  Mr.  O’Connor  and 
O’Coigley,  opened  the  defence  in 
an  able  Speech,  which  took  up  four 
hours  and  a  half  in  the  delivery. — 
The  examination  of  the  witneftks 
being  ended,  and  Mr.  juftice  Ful¬ 
ler  having  delivered  his  charge  ;  the 
jury,  after  a  confutation  of  forty 
minutes,  returned  the  following 
verdidi  :  James  O’Coigley,  guilty  ; 
Arthur  O'Connor,  not  guilty  :  John 
Binns,  not  guilty  ;  John  Allen,  not 
guilty  ;  Jeremiah  Leary,  not  guilty. 
After  the  jury  had  given  in  their 
verdidl,  Mr.  juftice  Buller  pafted 
Sentence  of  death  on  O’Coiolev  in 
the  ufual  manner  in  cafes  of  high 
treafon. 

Admiralty  Office,  May  22. 

Captain  Winthrop,  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  flip  Circe,  arrived  here  this 
day  with  a  difpatch  from  captain 
Home  Riggs  Popham,  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  flip  Expedition,  to  Evan 
Nepean,  efq.  Secretary  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  : 

Expedition ,  OJieticl  Roads,  May  20. 
SIR, 

I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  honour 
to  inform  my  lords  commiflioners 
of  the  admiralty  that,  in  purfuance 
of  their  orders  of  the  8th  inftant,  I 
proceeded  to  fea  the  14th  with  the 
flips  and  vefels  named  in  the  mar¬ 
gin*,  having  on  board  the  troops 

under 


*  To  anchor  to  the  ealtward  :  Hecla  bomb,  J.  Oughton  ;  Harpy,  H.  Bazeley  ;  Ariadne, 
J.  Bradby  ;  Expedition,  H.  Popham  j  Minerva,  J.  M’Kellar  j  Savage,  N.  Thompfon  ; 
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under  the  sommand  of  major-gen. 
Coote,  for  the  purpofe  of  blowing 
up  the  bafln-gates  and  fluices  of 
the  Bruges  canal,  and  deftroying 
the  internal  navigation  between 
Holland,  Flanders,  and  France. 
On  the  1 8th  P.  M.  I  fpoke  the  Fai¬ 
ry,  when  captain  Horton  told  me 
he  had  taken  a  cutter  from  Flu fh - 
ing  to  Offend  ;  and  he  underffood 
from  the  people  on  board,  that  the 
tranfport  fchuyts  fitting  at  Flufhing 
were  to  go  round  immediately  by 
the  canals  to  Dunkirk  and  Offend  ; 
and  although  it  was  impofiible  that 
any  information  could  give  addi¬ 
tional  fpirit  to  the  troops  forming 
this  enterprife,  or  increafe  the  ener¬ 
gy  and  exertions  of  the  officers  and 
feamen  under  my  command,  yet  it 
convinced  major-general  Coote  and 
mvfelf  that  it  was  of  the  created 
importance  not  to  lofe  any  time, 
but  to  attempt,  even  under  an  in- 
creafed  degree  of  rifk,  an  objeff  of 
fuch  magnitude  as  the  one  in  quef- 
tion  ;  and,  as  the  weather  appeared 
more  favourable  than  it  had  been, 
I  made  the  fignal  for  capt.  Bazeley, 
in  the  Harpy,  to  go  a- head,  with 
the  veffels  appointed  to  lie  as  bea¬ 
cons  N.  W.  of  the  town  of  Offend, 
and  for  captain  Bradby,  in  the  Ari¬ 
adne,  to  keep  between  the  Expedi¬ 
tion  and  Harpy,  that  we  might  ap¬ 
proach  as  near  the  coaff  as  poffible, 
without  the  chance  of  beiim  difco- 
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yered  from  the  fliore.  At  one  A. 
M,  we  anchored  ;  foon  afterwards 
the  wind  fliifted  to  weft,  and  threat¬ 
ened  to  blow  fo  much  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  and  mvfelf  were  deliberating 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
go  to  fea  and  wait  a  more  favoura¬ 
ble  opportunity,  when  a  boat  from 


the  Vigilant  brought  a  vefTel  along-* 
fide,  which  fhe  had  cut  out  from 
under  the  lDht-houfe  battery;  and 
the  information  obtained  from  the 
perfons  who  were  on  board  her, 
under  feparate  examinations,  fo 
convinced  us  of  the  fmall  force  at 
Offend,  Newport,  and  Bruges,  that 
major-general  Coote  begged  he 
might  be  landed  to  accomplifh  the 
great  objeff  of  deftroying  the  ca¬ 
nals,  even  if  the  furf  fhould  pre¬ 
vent  his  retreat  being  fo  fuccefsful 
as  he  could  will).  1  of  courfe  ac¬ 
ceded  to  his  fpirited  propofition, 
and  ordered  the  troops  to  be  landed 
as  faff  as  poffible,  without  waiting 
for  the  regular  order  of  debarka¬ 
tion.  Many  of  the  troops  were  on 
fliore  before  we  were  difcovered  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  a  quarter  paft 
four  that  the  batteries  opened  on 
the  fhips,  which  was  inftantly  re¬ 
turned  in  a  mod  fpirited  manner, 
by  captain  Mortlock,  of  the  Wol- 
vereene,  lieutenant  Edmonds,  of 
the  Afp,  and  lieutenant  Norman,  of 
the  Biter.  The  Hecla  and  Tarta¬ 
rus  bombs  very  foon  opened  their 
mortars,  and  threw  their  fhellswith 
great  quicknefs  and  precifion.  The 
town  was  on  fire  feveral  times,  and 
much  damage  was  done  to  the  fhips 
in  the  ha  fin.  By  five  o’clock  all 
the  troops  ordered  to  land,  except 
thofe  from  the  Minerva,  were  on 
fliore  with  their  artillery,  miners, 
wooden  petards,  tools  and  gunpow¬ 
der  ;  and,  before  fix,  I  heard  from 
general  Coote,  that  he  had  no  doubt 
of  blowing  up  the  works.  I  now 
became  verv  anxious  for  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  major-general,  from  the 
ftate  of  the  weather ;  and  I  ordered 
all  the  gun-boats  that  had  anchored 


■pln^r-r,  D.  BurgV-fs ;  Lrnn,  S,  Bevel;  Circe,  R.  Winthrop  ;  Veftal,  C.  White  ;  Hebe,  W. 
Briciial) ;  Druid,  C.  Apthorpe  ;  Terrier,  T.  Lowcn  ;  Vefuve,  W.  Elliott ;  Furnace,  M.  W. 
Suckling.  1  o  keep  to  the  weft  ward,  t’or  the  purpofe  of  making  a  feint  to  land  there  i 
Champion,  K.  Raper ;  Dart,  R.  Raggett ;  Wolvereene,  L.  M.  Mortlock;  Craft),  B.  M. 
Praicl ;  Boxer,  J,  Gilbert ;  Acute,  j.  Server. 
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to  the  eaftward  of  the  town  to  get 
as  near  the  (hare  as  poffible,  to  co¬ 
ver  and  affift  the  troops  in  their 
embarkation.  The  batteries  at  the 
town  continued  their  fire  on  the 
Wolvereene,  Afp,  and  Biter;  and 
as  the  Wolvereene  had  received 
much  damage,  and  the  Afp  had 
been  Ivins,  near  four  hours  within 
300  yards  of  the  battery,  I  made 
their  fignai  to  move,  and  foon  after 
directed  the  Dart,  Harpy,  and  Kite, 
to  take  their  Nations,  that  the  ene- 
mv  might  be  prevented  from  turn¬ 
ing  their  guns  againfl  our  troops ; 
but,  it  being  low  water,  they  could 
not  getfo  near  as  their  command- 
ers  wifhed.  At  half  paft  nine, 
the  Minerva  came  in ;  and  as  I 
thought  an  additional  number  of 
troops  would  only  add  to  the  anxi¬ 
ety  of  the  general,  from  the  little 
probability  of  being  able  to  embark 
them  ;  I  fent  captain  Mackellar  on 
fliorc  1 0  report  his  arrival  with  four 
light  companies  of  the  guards.  In 
his  abfence,  colonel  Ward  filled 
two  flat  boats  with  his  Officers  and 
men,  and  was  proceeding  with 
every  zeal  to  join  the  battalion  of 
guards,  without  confidering  the 
danger  he  was  expofed  to  in  eroding 
the  furf,  when  captain  Brad  by  for¬ 
tunately  faw  him,  and  advifed  him 
to  return  immediately  to  his  fliip- 
At  10  minutes  palt  ten,  I  had  the 
pieafure  of  feeing  the  explofion  take 
place  ;  and,  foon  after,  the  troops  af- 
fembled  on  the  fand-hills  near  the 
iliore;  but  the  lea  ran  fo  high,  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  embark  a  An¬ 
gle  man ;  therefore  I  could  only 
make  every  arrangement  again  It 
the  wind  moderated  ;  and  this  morn¬ 
ing,  at  day -light,  I  went  in  iliore, 
in  the  Kite,  for  the  purpofe  of  giv¬ 
ing  every  affi.fh.nce,  but  I  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  our  army  fur- 
rounded  by  the  enemy’s  troops  : 
and,  as  I  bad  no  doubt  the  general 


had  capitulated,  I  ordered  all  the 
fliips  to  anchor  farther  out,  and  I 
fent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  by  colonel 
Boone,  of  the  guards,  and  captain 
Brown,  of  the  Kite,  with  a  letter 
to  the  commandant,  a  copy  of 
which  I  inclofefor  their  lordfhips’ 
information.  At  ten  this  morning, 
the  general’s  aide-de-camp,  captain 
Williamfon,  came  on  board  ;  and 
though  it  was  very  painful  to  hear 
general  Coote  was  wounded,  after 
all  his  exertions,  yet  it  was  very 
fatisfadlory  to  learn,  that,  under 
many  difad vantageous  circumftan- 
ces,  and  after  performing  a  fervice 
of  fuch  confequence  to  our  coun¬ 
try,  the  lofs,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
was  only  between  56  and  60  officers 
and  privates ;  and  that  the  general 
capitulated  in  confequence  of  being 
furrounded  by  feveral  thoufands  of 
the  national  troops.  I  inclofe,  for 
their  lordfhips’  information,  a  copy 
of  fuch  minutes  as  were  left  me  by 
captain  Williamfon,  from  which 
their  lordfhips  will  fee  the  fiuice- 
gates  and  works,  are  completely 
deftroyed,  and  feveral  veffiels,  in¬ 
tended  for  transports,  burnt.  I 
this  morning  learnt  that  the  canal 
was  quite  dry,  and  that  the  work' 
deftroyed  yefterday  had  taken  the 
Bates  of  Bruges  five  years  to  finifh. 
I  hope  their  lordfhips  will  be  fatis- 
fied  that  the  enemy  was  furprifed, 
and  every  thing  they  wifhed  was 
accomplifhed,  although  the  lofs  of 
the  troops  far  exceeded  any  calcu¬ 
lation,  except  under  the  particular 
circum fiances  of  the  wind’s  com¬ 
ing  to  the  northward,  and  blowing 
very  hard,  if  the  weather  had  con¬ 
tinued  fine,  the  troops  would  have 
been  embarked  by  twelve,  at  which 
time  the  return  of  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  did  not  exceed  four  rank  and 
file.  I  cannot  help  again  noticing 
the  particular  good  conduct  of  cap¬ 
tain  Mortlock,  lieut.  Edmonds,  and 
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iieut.  Norman,  and  beg  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  their  lordthips’  pro¬ 
tection.  General  Coote  Tent  to  in¬ 
form  me  that  he  was  highly  pleated 
with  the  uncommon  exertions  of 
captains  Winthrop  and  Bradby,  and 
lieutenant  Bradby,  who  had  aCted 
on  fhore  as  his  aide  de-camp:  he 
alfo  noticed  the  affi fiance  he  had 
derived  from  captain  Mackellar, 
after  his  landing.  I  take  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  fending  this  difpatch  by  capt. 
Winthrop,  pf  the  Circe,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  feamen  landed  from 
the  different  Grips  ;  and,  as  he  had 
the  particular  charge  of  getting  the 
powder  and  mines  up  for  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  works,  in  which 
he  fo  ably  fucceeded,  he  will  be 
enabled  to  inform  their  lordfhips 
of  every  circumftance.  Captain 
Mackellar,  with  the  officers  and 
men  on  fhore,  were  included  in  the 
capitulation  ;  but  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  colled;  an  exad  return 
of  the  number  of  feamen  taken.  I 
tranfmit  you  a  liff  of  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  his  majefty’s 
ihips ;  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  Home  Popham. 

To  the  Officer  commanding  the  Troops 
of  the  National  Convention  at  Of¬ 
fend  ;  dated  on  hoard  his  Majejfs 
Ship  Expedition ,  Of  end  Roads , 
May  20. 

SIR, 

I  have  juft  heard  with  concern 
that  the  Britifh  troops  and  feamen 
under  the  command  of  major-gen. 
Coote,  and  captain  Mackellar,  of 
the  royal  navy,  have  capitulated  to 
the  troops  of  the  republic;  and  I 
truft  they  will  be  treated  with  that 
attention  which  is  due  to  officers 
and  men  executing  the  orders  of 
their  fovereign.  It  has  been  the 
invariable  rule  of  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  to  ma,ke  the  fituatiou  of 
prifoners  as  comfortable  as  poffible ; 
and  X  am  Pure,  fir,  in  this  inftance? 


you  will  do  the  fame  to  the  troops,* 
£;c.  who  have  fallen  into  your 
hands.  It  will  not  be  againft  any 
rule  to  exchange  the  prifoners  im¬ 
mediately,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
add  to  your  name  by  marking  it 
with  humanity  and  liberality;  and 
I  give  you  my  word,  the  fame 
number  of  troops,  or  other  prifon¬ 
ers,  fhall  be  inftantly  fent  from 
England  to  France,  with  fuch  offi¬ 
cers  as  you  fhall  name,  or  as  fhall 
be  named  bv  the  national  conven* 
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tion,  provided  no  public  reafon  at¬ 
taches  againft  the  releafe(  of  any 
particular  perfon.  I  have  fent  the 
officers  what  things  they  left  on 
board  the  (hip,  and  I  am  confident 
you  will  order  them  to  be  delivered 
as  foon  as  poffible.  I  beg  you  will 
allow  the  officers  and  men  tb  write 
letters  to  England  by  this  flag,  as  a 
fatisfadlion  to  their  families,'  it  be¬ 
ing  im poffible  for  me  to  know  who 
have  fallen,  or  received  wounds, 
which  I  hope  will  be  very  inconfi- 
derable,  from  the  accounts  I  have 
received  from  the  fhore.  I  beg 
your  anfwer  to  this  letter  without 
lofs  of  time  ;  and  confide  in  your 
liberality  towards  the  troops  under 
capitulation  to  you. 

Home  Popham1. 
Extraft  from  the  Minutes  left  on 
board  the  Expedition  by  Captain 
Willi amfon ,  Aide-de-Camp  to  Gen . 
Coote ,  dated  to  A.  M.  May  20, 
Of  end  Roads. 

Sluice-gates  deftroyed  inthemofi 
complete  manner.  Boats  burnt, 
and  every  thing  done,  and  the 
troops  ready  to  embark  by  twelve 
o’clock.  When  we  found  it  im- 
poffible  to  embark,  took  the  ftrong- 
eft  pofitiora  on  the  land-hills,  and 
about  four  in  the  morning  were  at¬ 
tacked  by  a  column  of  600  men  to 
our  left,  an  immenfe  column  in 
front,  v/ith  cannon,  and  a  very 
large  column  on  the  right.  The 
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general  and  troops  would  have  all 
been  off,  with  the  iofs  of  not  more 
than  three  or  four  men,  if  the  wind 
had  not  come  to  the  northward 
foon  after  we  landed,  and  made  fo 
high  a  lea.  We  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  the  exa£t  number 
of  men  killed  and  wounded  ;  but 
it  is  fuppofed  they  amount  to  about 
50  or  60. 

Killed  and  wounded  in  his  Majef- 
ty’s  Ships  and  Veflels  under  the 
command  of  Home  Popharn, 
Efq.  Offend  Roads,  May  19. 
Seamen,  &c.  of  Wolvereene,  1 
killed,  10  wounded.  123d  regiment, 
on  board  the  Wolvereene,  1  killed, 
5  wounded.  Afp,  1  Teaman  killed, 
lieutenant  Edmonds  wounded. 

Home  Popham. 
P a rliamen t-Jireet^  May  22.  A  di- 
fpatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy,  has  been  this  day  received 
by  the  right  hon.  Henry  Dundas, 
one  of  his  majefty’s  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  ffate,  from  lieu t. -colo¬ 
nel  Warcje,  of  the  iff  regiment  of 
guards,  dated  on  board  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  frigate,  eight  o’clock, 
P.  M.  Mav  20. 

SIR,' 

In  confequence  of  the  Minerva 
frigate  (on  board  which  were  the  four 
light  infantry  companies  of  the  iff 
regiment  of  foot  guards)  having  un¬ 
fortunately  loft  her  "fit  nation  in  the 
fquadron  under  the  command  of 
captain  Popham,  of  the  royal  navy, 
during  the  night  of  the  18th  inff. 
the  command  of  the  remainder  of 
the  troops,  from  that  accident,  has 
devolved  upon  me:  and  I  have  the 
honour  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  mod 
corredt  account  that  I  have  been 
enabled  to  collect.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  inff.  the  fol¬ 
lowing  troops,  under  the  command 
of  major-general  Coote,  viz.  two 
companies,  light  infantry,  Cold- 
ffream  guards;  two  ditto,  ditto,  3d 


guards;  nth  regiment  of  foot; 
23d  and  49th  flank  companies,  with 
fix  pieces  of  ordnance,  difembark- 
ed,  and  effected  their  landing,  at 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  to 
the  ea  ft  ward  of  Offend,  and  com¬ 
pleted  the  object  of  the  expedition, 
by  burning  a  number  of  boats  de- 
ftined  for  the  invafion  of  England, 
and  by  fo  completely  deffroying 
the  locks  and  bafin-gates  of  the 
Bruges  canal,  that  it  was  this  morn¬ 
ing  without  a  drop  of  water;  and, 
as  I  underftand  all  the  tranfpo-rts 
fitting  out  at  Flufhirsg  were  intend- 
ed  to  be  brought  to  O  fiend  and 
Dunkirk  by  the  inland  navigation, 
to  avoid  our  cruifers,  that  arrange¬ 
ment  will  be  defeated,  and  it  will 
be  a  long  time  before  the  works 
can  be  repaired,  as  they  were  five 
years  finishing,  and  were  e deemed 
the  moft  complete  works  of  the 
kind  in  Europe.  The  troops  had 
retreated,  and  were  ready  to  re-em- 

1  y 

bark  bv  twelve  o’clock  the  fame 

J 

morning,  with  the  lofs  of  only  one 
rank  and  file  killed,  and  one  Tea¬ 
man  wounded;  but  found  it  im- 
poffible,  from  the  wind  having  in- 
creafed,  and  the  furf  running  fo 
high,  as  entirely  to  prevent  their 
regaining  the  boats  ;  upon  which 
they  took  up  a  polition  on  the 
fknd-hills  above  the  beach,  where 
they  lay  the  whole  of  that  day 
and  night  upon  their  arms.  — 
The  enemy,  taking  advantage  of 
the  length  of  time  and  the  night, 
collected  in  very  great  force,  and, 
foon  after  day-break  this  morning, 
attacked  them  on  every  fide, when, 
after  a  moff  noble  and  gallant  de¬ 
fence,  I  am  grieved  to  add,  they 
were  under  the  neceffity  of  capitu¬ 
lating  to  a  very  great  fu.periority  of 
numbers. 

,1  herewith  inclofe  a  lift  of  the 
killed  and  wounded, and  have  every 
ration  to  believe  it  oorreff ;  Lieut.- 
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colonel  Flely,  nth  foot,  killed; 
major-general  Coote,  wounded ; 
col.  Campbell,  3d  guards,  wound¬ 
ed  ;  major  Donkin,  44th  foot, 
wounded  5  captain  Walker,  royal 
artillery,  wounded. 

I  am,  &c.  Henry  Wahde. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  capture  of  Le  Leo¬ 
pard  French  letter  of  marque,  by 
the  Petterel  fioop,  captain  Caul- 
held  ;  the  Renon'imee  French  pri¬ 
vateer,  by  the  Aftrea,  captain  R. 
Dacres;  and  Le  Chadeur,  and  La 
Drafon,  (two  French  privateers) 
bv  the  Cruifer,  lieut.  WollaLon. 

27.  In  confequence of  what  pall¬ 
ed  in  a  great  ailemblv  on  Friday 
iaL,  Mr.  Pitt,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Ryder,  and  Mr.  Tierney,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mr.  G.  Walpole,  met  at 
three  o’clock  this  afternoon,  on 
Putney  heath.  After  fome  inef- 
feftual  attempts  on  the  part  of  the 
fecondsto  prevent  farther  proceed¬ 
ings,  the  parties  took  their  ground 
at  the  diftance  of  twelve  paces.  A 
cafe  of  piftols  was  fired  at  the  fame 
moment,  without  effedl.  A  fecond 
cafe  was  alfo  fired  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  Mr.  Pitt  firing  his  piftol  in  the 
air.  The  feconds  then  jointly  in¬ 
terfered,  and  infilled  that  the  mat¬ 
ter  fhould  go  no  farther,  it  being 
their  decided  opinion,  that  Suffi¬ 
cient  fatisfadlion  had  been  given, 
and  that  the  buunefs  was  ended 
with  perfect  honour  to  both -par¬ 
ties. 

ftrom  the  I^ondon  Gazette,  May  2^. 

Whitehall 3  May  29.  Difpatches, 
of  which  the  following  are  conies, 

O  i  7 

have  been  received  from  his  excel¬ 
lency  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Portland, 
his  majefly’s  principal  fecretary  of 
Late  for  the  home  department. 

'  Dublin  Cafile ,  May  24,  1798. 

My  Lord, 

The  intelligence  contained  in 


[May,- 

my  laft  difpatches  rmift  have  pre¬ 
pared  your  grace  to  hear  of  fome 
attempts  being  made  by  the  rebels, 
to  carry  their  traitorous  defigns  in¬ 
to  execution  before  every  poffibi- 
lity  of  l’uccefs  was  deftroyed  by  the 
vigorous  meafures  which  have  late¬ 
ly  been  purfucd. 

For  fome  days,  orders  had  been 
i (Tued  by  the  leaders  of  the  United 
Irilhmen,  diredling  their  partifan$ 
to  be  ready  at  a  moment’s  notice,, 
as  the  meafures  of  government 
made  it  neceffary  for  them  to  aft 
immediately.  Yefterday  informa¬ 
tion  was  received,  that  it  was  pro¬ 
bable  the  city  and  the  adjoining 
diLricts  would  rife  in  the  evening 
fubfequent  information  confirmed 
this  intelligence.  In  confequence 
of  which,  notice  was  fent  to  the 
general  officers  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  Dublin  was  put  in  a  Late 
of  preparation.  The  meafures  taken 
in  the  metropolis  prevented  any 
movement  whatfoever ;  but  lam 
concerned  to  acquaint  your  grace* 
that  afils  of  open  rebellion  were 
committed  in  the  counties  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  Meath,  and  Kildare.  About 
half  paft  two  o’clock  this  morning, 
there  was  a  regular  attack  made  by 
a  rebel  force  upon  the  town  or 
Naas,  where  lord  Gosford  com¬ 
manded,  with  part  of  the  Armagh 
militia,  and  detachments  of  the  4th 
dragoon  guards  and  Ancient  Britifh, 
The  rebels  confided  of  about  a 
thoufand  men,  armed  with  mufkets 
and  pikes,  and  they  made  their  at¬ 
tack  with  regularity,  but  were  foon 
repulfed  by  the  Armagh  militia* 
and  then  charged  and  purfued  by 
the  4th  dragoon  guards  and  An¬ 
cient  Britifii  ;  and  I  under  Land 
their  lofs  amounted  to  near  two 
hundred.  Two  officers  and  a  few 
privates  have  been  loL  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  forces.  It  gives  me  pain  to- 
relate,  that  a  fmall  detachment  at 
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the  town  of  Frofperous  has  been 
Furprifed,  and  a  detachment  at  the 
village  of  Clare  cut  their  way  to 
Naas,  with  fome  lofs.  There  was 
alfo  an  attack  on  a  fniall  party  of 
the  9th  dragoons,  near  Kilcullen, 
which  buffered,  but  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  general  Dundas  was  ena¬ 
bled  to  come  up, with  a  confidera- 
ble  body  of  the  rebels  near  the  hills 
bf  Kilcullen,  where  they  were  en¬ 
tirely  routed,  with  the  lofs  of  200 
men.  Thefe  were  alfo  feveral  bo¬ 
dies  collected  lad  night  in  different 
parts  near  Dublin,  which  were  at¬ 
tacked  by  the  Rathfarnham  cavalry, 
and  by  a  detachment  of  the  5th 
dragoons,  and  difperfed  with  fome 
lofs,  and  fome  prifoners  and  horfes 
were  taken.  A  rebel  party,  how¬ 
ever,  affembled  at  the  borders  of 
the  county  of  Dublin,  near  Duri- 
bovne,  and  overpowered  fomecon- 
ftables,  and  afterwards  took  the 
baggage  of  two  companies,  guard¬ 
ed  by  a  fmall  party  of  the  Reay 
fencibles,  Goming  to  town,  and 
have,  during  the  courfe  of  this  day, 
committed  many  outrages  ;  feveral 
of  them,  however,  have  been  kill¬ 
ed,  but  the  body  remains  undif- 
perfed.  The  city  is  tranquil,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  will  remain  fo  this 
evening,  and  I  truff  that  to-morrow 
we  {hall  entirely  difperfe  that  body 
of  the  infurgents  which  has  not 
been  entirely  routed  to-day. 

I  mu  ft  add  that  the  mail-coach 
going  to  the  north  was  attacked, 
within  a  few  miles  of  Dublin,  bv  a 
deleft  body,  well  armed;  the  paf- 
fengers  were  taken  and  the  coach 
burned.  The  Galway  mail-coach 
was  alfo  attacked  in  the  town  of 
Lucan,  but  the  rebel  party  was 
driven  off  before  its  deftrudion  was 
effefted.  ■ 

I11  confequence  of  this  defpe- 
r&te  conduft  of  the  rebellious,  I 
iiTued  the  inclofed  proclamation, 

j;58. 


with  the  advice  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil. 

I  (hall,  in  a  future  difpatch,  de¬ 
tail  to  your  grace  the  particular 
fervices  which  have  been  perform¬ 
ed,  but  at  prefent  I  am  not  furnifti- 
ed  with  regular  reports,  except 
from  lord  Gosford,  who  appears  to 
have  aded  With  great  firmnefs  and 
decifion.  1  am,  &c.  &c. 

Camden* 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Portland, 
&c.  & c.  & c. 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Vif- 
count  Gosford,  Colonel  of  the 
Armagh  Militia,  and  Major 
Wardle,  of  the  Ancient  Britifh 
Light  Dragoons,  to  Lieut.-Gen0 
Lake,  dated  Naas,  Thurfday 
Morning,  Eight  o’Ciockj  24th  of 
May,  1  798. 

This  morning,  about  half  paft: 
two  o’clock,  a  dragoon  from  an 
out-poft  came  in  and  informed  ma¬ 
jor  Wardle,  of  the  Ancient  'Britifh, 
that  a  very  cOnfiderable  armed 
body  were  approaching  rapidly 
Upon  the  town.  The  whole  garri- 
fon  were  inftantly  under  arms,  and 
took  up  their  portions  according 
to  a  plan  previouflv  formed,  in 
cafe  of  fuch  an  event  happening. 
They-  made  the  attack  upon  our 
troops,  polled  near  the  gaol,  with 
great  violence,  but  were  repulfecJ* 
they  then  made  a  general  attack  in 
almoft  every  direction,,  as  they  had 
got  pofTefiion  of  almoft  every  ave¬ 
nue  into  the  town.  They  conti¬ 
nued  to  engage  the  troops  lor  near 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when 
they  gave  way,  and  fled  on  all  fides. 
The  cavalry  immediately  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  confufton,  charged 
in  almoft  every  direction,  and  kill¬ 
ed  a  great  number  of  them.  A 
great  quantity  of  arms  and  pikes 
were  taken,  and  within  this  half 
hour,  many  hundreds  more  were 
brought  in,  found  in  pits  near  the 
(E)  tOvvn? 
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town,  together  with  three  men 
with  green  cockades,  all  of  whom 
were  hanged  in  the  public  ftreet. 
We  took  another  prifoner,  whom 
We  have  fpared,  in  confequehce  of 
his  having  given  us  information 
that  will  enable  us  to  purfue  thefe 
rebels  ;  and  from  this  man ,  we 
learn  that  they  were  above  a  thou- 
fand  ftrong  :  they  were  command¬ 
ed,  as  this  man  informs  us,  by  Mi¬ 
chael  Reynolds,  who  was  well 
mounted,  and  dreffed  in  yeoman 
uniform,  but  unfortunately  made 
his  efcape;  his  horfe  we  have  got. 

When  we  are  enabled  to  collet 
further  particulars,  you  fhall  be 
made  acquainted  with  them.  About 
thirty  rebels  were  killed  in  the . 
ilreets ;  in  the  fields,  we  imagine, 
above  an  hundred ;  their  bodies 
have  not  yet  been  brought  together. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fay  too  much 
of  the  cavalry  and  infantry ;  their- 
conduft  was  exemplary  through¬ 
out. 

Dublin  Cajlle ,  May  25,  1798,  half 
-pajl  three ,  P.  M, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Dundas,  to  Lord 
Vifcount  Caftlereagh,  dated 
Naas,  May  25,  1798. 

In  addition  to  the  account  I  had 
the  honour  of  fending  you  yefler- 
day,  I  have  the  fatisfadiion  to  in¬ 
form  your  lordfhip,  that  about 
two  P.  M.  vefterday,  I  marched 
out  again  to  attack  the  rebels,  who 
had  atfembled  in  great  force  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  Liffey,  and  were 
advancing  towards  Kilcullen 
bridge  :  they  occupied  the  hills  on 
the  left  of  the  road  leading  to  Dub¬ 
lin,  the  road  itfelf,  and  the  fields 
highly  ineiofed  on  the  right.  The 
attack  began  between  three  and 
four  ?  was  made  with  gallantry ; 
the  infantry  forcing  the  enemy  on 
the  road,,  and  driving  them  from 
She  hills  oil  the  left ;  the  cavalry, 


with  equal  fuccefs,  cutting  off  theif 
retreat.  The  affair  ended  foon 
after  four  The  daughter  was  con- 
fiderable  for  fuch  an  action  ;  onb 
hundred  and  thirty  lay  dead— no 
prifoners, 

I  have  the  further  fatisfedl'ion  of 
Hating  to  your  lordfhip,  that  his 
majeify’s  troops  did  not  fuffer  in 
either  killed  or  wounded,  'i  he  re¬ 
bels  left  great  quantities  of  all 
kinds  of  arms  behind  them,  and 
fled  in  ail  directions. 

This  morning  all  is  in  perfedl 
quietnefs.  General  Wilford,  from 
Kildare,  joined  me  laft  night,  an 
officer  with  whom  I  ferve  with  un» 
fpeakable  fatisfadfion. 

The  troops  of  every  defcription, 
both  officers  and  men,  {hewed  a 
degree  of  gallantry  which  it  was 
difficult  to  reftrain  within  prudent 
bounds. 

Captain  La  Touche’s  corps  of 
yeomanry  diflinguifhed  themfelvea 
in  a  high  ftyle. 

Dublin  CaJUey  May  24,  1 798a 
Bly  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  to 
your  grace  a  copy  of  a  meflage 
which  I  fent  this  day  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  in  confequence  of 
the  proclamation  referred  to  in  my 
other  difpatch  of  this  day ;  and  I 
requefl:  you  will  lay  the  fame  be¬ 
fore  his  majefty. 

Both  houfes  of  parliament  have 
nnanimoufly  voted  addrefles  in  an- 
fvver  to  the  faid  meflage,  which  I 
fliail  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit 
to  you  to-morrow,  with  an  account 
of  what  palled  in  each  houfe  upon 
the  occafion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  truth  and  refpedl, 
My  Lord, 

your  grace’s  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Camden. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Portland,  &c.- 

C  am  denf- 
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Camden, 

I  have  thought  it  my  mdifpenfa 
ole  duty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
uf  the  privy  council,  under  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  to  iffue  a  proclamation,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  ordered  to 
be  laid  before  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  C. 

Dublin  Caftle ,  May  24,  1 798. 

JUNE. 

Whitehall ,  June  1.  The  follow¬ 
ing  difpatch  has  been  this  day  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland. 

Dublin  Cajlle ,  May  28,  half  pajl  4, 

P.  M. 

My  Lord, 

Intelligence  has  been  received 
that  the  infurreCKon  is  fpreading 
louthward,  and  it  has  broke  out  in 
great  force  in  the  county  of  Wex¬ 
ford  ;  and  I  have  to  inform  your 
grace,  with  infinite  concern,  that 
the  rebels  in  that  quarter  have  af- 
fembled  in  fuch  force  that  they 
have  cut  off  a  party  of  100  men  of 
the  North  Cork  militia,  who  were 
•  fent  to  meet  them.  Col.  Foote, 
who  has  returned  to  Wexford, 
Hates  the  number  of  the  rebels  to 
be  at  leaf!  4000,  and  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  them  mounted.  Meafures 
are  taken  to  march  againft  this 

1  t 

body  ;  and  I  hope  they  will  be  met 
and  defeated.  I  have  received  ac¬ 
counts  from  col.  Campbell,  at 
Athy,  between  whom  and  general 
Dundas  the  communication  has 
been  flopped,  that  he  has  had  par¬ 
tial  engagements  with  the  rebels  : 
that  at  Monaftereven  and  Carlow 
they  have  been  defeated,  and  400 
killed  at  the  latter  place,  and  50  at 
the  former.  He  alfo  informs  gene¬ 
ral  Lake,  that  his  men  are  in  high 
fpirits.  I  will  not  clofe  this  letter 
till  the  laft  moment  of  the  mail 


leaving  Dublin,  that  I  may  give 
your  grace  the  laft  information. 

Camden”. 

Nine  o'clock ,  P.  M.  No  farther 
accounts  have  been  received  from 
the  country  fince  the  middle  of  the 
day.  General  Lake  went  to  Naas 
laft  night,  and  is  not  yet  returned. 
I  enclofe  your  grace  the  publica¬ 
tion  put  forth  this  day  bv  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholics. 

To  fuch  of  the  deluded  people, 
now  in  rebellion  againft  his  ma- 
jefty’s  government  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  as  profefs  the  Roman  ca¬ 
tholic  religion. 

The  underfigned  Roman  catho¬ 
lics  of  Ireland  feel  themfelves  ear- 
neftly  called  on  to  remonftrate 
with  fuch  of  the  deluded  people  of 
that  perfuafion  as  are  now  engaged 
in  open  rebellion  againft  his  ma- 
jefty’s  government  on  the  wicked 
tendency  and  confequences  of  the 
conduit  which  they  have  embrac¬ 
ed.  They  apprehend,  with  equal 
horror  and  concern,  that  fuch  de¬ 
luded  men,  in  addition  to  the 
crime  committed  againft  the  alle¬ 
giance  which  they  owe  to  his  ma« 
jelly,  have  in  fome  inftknces  at¬ 
tempted  to  give  to  their  defigns  a 
colour  of  zeal  for  the  religion  which 
they  profefs  ! —  The  underfigned 
profefs  equally  with  them  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholic  religion  ;  fome  of 
them  are  bifliops  of  that  perfuafion; 
others  are  heads  of  the  leading  fa¬ 
milies  who  profefs  that  religion  ; 
and  others  are  men  of  the  fame 
perfuafion,  who,  by  an  honourable 
Induftry,  have,  under  the  conftitu- 
tion  now  fought  to  be  fubverted, 
raifed  themfelves  to  a  fituation 
which  affords  them,  in  the  moil  ex- 
tenfive  fenfe,  all  the  comforts  of 
life.  The  underfigned,  of  each  de- 
fcription,  concur  in  entreating  fuch 
of  the  deluded,  who  h^ye  taken 
up  arms  againft  the  eflabufhed  go- 
(E  2)  vernment. 
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vernment,  or  entered  into  engage¬ 
ments  tending  to  that  effect,  to  re- 
turn  to  tneir  allegiance,  and  by  re- 
linqui flung  the  treafonable  plans 
in  which  they  are  engaged,  to  en¬ 
title  themfelvesto  that  mercy  which 
their lawfulgovernorsanxiou fly  vvifh 
to  extend  to  them  :  a  contrary  con- 
dudf  will  inevitably  fubjeft  them  to 
Jofs  of  life  and  property,  and  ex- 
pofe  their  families  to  ignominy  and 
beggary — whilft,  at  the  fame  time, 
it  will  throw  on  the  religion,  of 
which  they  profefs  to  be  advocates, 
the  rnoft  indelible  ftain.  On  this 
point,  the  unfortunately  deluded 
will  do  well  to  confider,  whether 
the  true  interefls  or  honour  of  the 
Roman  catholic  religion  are  likely 
to  be  moil  confidered  by  the  bi- 
fhops  of  that  perfuafion,  by  the 
ancient  families  who  profefs  that  re¬ 
ligion,  and  who  nave  refitted  every 
temptation  to  relinquifh  it  —  by 
men  who,  at  once  profeffing  it,  and 
fubmitting  to  the  pfefent  conttitu- 
tion,  have  arrb  ed  at  a  fate  of  af¬ 
fluence  which  gratittes  every  with 
— Oi  by  a  fet  of- defpeiratc  and  pro¬ 
fligate  men,  availing  themiel'ves  of 
the  want  of  education  and  experi¬ 
ence,  in  thofe  whom  they  feek  to 
ufe  as  inftruments  for  gratifying 
their  own  wicked  and  interefted 
views.  At  all  events,  the  under- 
floned  feel  themfelves  bound  to  ref- 
eue  their  names,  and,  as  farms  in 
them  lies,  the  religion  which  they 
profefs,  from  the  ignominy  which 
each  would  incur,  from  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  acquiescence  in  fuch  crimi¬ 
nal  and  irreligious  condudf  ;  and 
they  hefltate  not  to  declare,  that 
the  accompiifliment  of  the  views 
of  the  deluded  of  their  perfuafion, 
if  effedted  mutt  be  effected  by  the 
downfal  of  the  clergy — of  the  an¬ 
cient  families,  and  refpedfable  com 
merciai  yrn  of  the  Roman  catho¬ 
lic  religion.  The  underfigned  in- 
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dividuals  of  each  of  which  descrip¬ 
tion  hereby  publicly  declare  their 
determination  to  ftand.or  fall  witii 
the  prefent  exifting  conttitution. 

[It  is  figned  by  the  four  titular 
archbifhops,  by  22  titular  bifhops, 
by  the  lords  Fingall,  Southwell, 
Gormaflown,  and  Kenmare;  fir 
Edward  Bellew,  fir  Thomas  Burke, 
and  feveral  other  leading  men 
among  the  catholics.] 

Whitehall ,  June  2.  The  folio  w- 
ing  clifpatch  has  been  this  day  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland. 

Dublin  Cajlle ,  May  29. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  only  time  to  inform  your 
grace,  that  I  learn  from  general 
Dundas,  that  the  rebels  in  the  Cur- 
ragh  of  Kildare  have  laid  down 
their  arms,  and  delivered  up  a 
number  of  their  leaders.  By  a 
difpatch  I  have  this  inflant  receiv¬ 
ed,  I  have  the  further  pleafure  of 
acquainting  your  grace  ,  that  fir 
James  Duff,  who  with  infinite  ala¬ 
crity  and  addrefs  has  opened  the 
communication  with  Limerick 
(that  with  Cork  being  already 
open;,  had  arrived  at  Kildare 
wnilft  the  rebels  had  pofTellion  of 
it,  completely  routed  them,  and 
taken  the  place. 

I  am,  Sec.  Camden. 

P:  S.  The  fouth  is  entirely  quiet, 
and  the  rebels  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Dublin  are  fubmitting  and 
delivering  up  their  arms. 

Official  report  from  major  general Jlr 
James  Duffi \  dated  Monajlerevan , 
May  29. 

I  marched  from  Limerick  on 
Sunday  morning,  with  60  dra- 
goons,  the  Dublin  militia,  their 
field-pieces,  with  two  curricle  guns* 
to  open  the  communication  with 
Dublin,  which  I  judged  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  government. 
By  means  of  cars  for  the  infantry, 

1  reached 
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I  reached  this  pla  ce  in  48  hours.  I' 
am  now  at  feven  o’clock  t  is 
moraine-  (Monday),  marching  to 
fui  round  the  town  of  Kildare,  the 
headquarters  of  the  rebels,  with  7 
pie  ces  of  artillery,  140  dragoons, 
am  350  infantry.  I  have  left  the 
whole  country  behind  me  perfectly 
quiet,  and  well  protected  by  means 
of  the  troops  and  yeomanry  corps. 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  forward  this  to 
you  by  the  mail-coach,  which  I 
will  efcort  to  Naas.  I  am  fuffici- 
ently  ftrong  :  you  may  depend  on 
'  my  prudence  and  luccefs.  My 
guns  are  well  manned,  and  the 
troops  iu  high  fpirits.  The  cruel¬ 
ties  that  have  been  committed  on 
fome  of  the  officers  and  men  have 
exafperated  them  to  a  great  degree. 
Of  my  future  operatious  I  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  inform  vou. 

1  am,  &c.  James  Duff. 

^Tuefday,  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  Kildare. 

P.  S.  We  found  the  rebels  retir¬ 
ing  from  the  town,  on  our  arrival, 
armed.  We  followed  them  with 
the  dragoons.  I  ftnt  on  fome  of 
the  yeomen  to  tell  them,  that,  on 
laying  down  their  arms,  they 
fliould  not  be  hurt.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  fome  of  them  fired  on  the 
troops  ;  from  that  moment  they 
were  attacked  on  all  fides  :  nothing 
could  flop  the  rage  of  the  troops  ; 

I  believe  from  200  to  300  of  the  re¬ 
bels  were  killed.  We  have  3  men 
killed  and  feveral  wounded.  I  am 
too  much  fatigued  to  enlarge. 

J.  Duff. 

Admiralty -Office,  June  2.  This 
gazette  contains  accounts  of  the 
capture  of  La  Violetta  French 
privateer  (loop,  belonging  to  Gua- 
daloupe,  of  6  guns  and  36  men, 
by  his  majefty’s  fhip  Amphi- 
trite,  captain  Ekins;  the  Jeufe 
Nantaize  French  privateer,  o  4 
guns  and  39  meu,  bv  the  Garland, 
of  6  guns  and  18  men,  tender  to 
his  majefty’s  fhip  Prince  of  Wales, 


Mr.  Francis  Banks.  La  Revancne 
French  fchooner  pr\  ateer.  of  12 
br-tfs  fix-pounders  and  88  men;  Le 
Brutus  Fr  nch  lugger  privateer,  of 
6  fix-pounders  and  50  men  ;  the 
St.  Antonia  Spanifh  fchooner, 
pierced  for  16  uns,  but  had  6  fix- 
pounders  only  mounted  ;  Les  Huit 
Amis  French  fhip  privateer,  of  20 
fix  pounders  and  160  men  ;  all  by 
his  majefty’s  fhip  Endymion,  fir 
Thomas  Williams. 

Dublin  Caffile,  June  2.  Accounts 
have  been  received  from  maj-.r-ge- 
neral  Euftace,  at  New  Rofs,  ftating 
that  major-general  Fawcett  having 
marched  with  a  company  of  the 
Meath  regiment  from  Duncannon 
Fort,  this  (mail  force  was  furround- 
ed  by  a  ..very  large  body  between 
Taghmon  and  Wexford,  and  defeat¬ 
ed.  Gen.  Fawcett  effr6led  his  retreat 
to  Duncannon  Fort.  Tne  rebels 
are  in  pofteftion  of  Wexford  ;  but 
a  large  force  is  marching  to  diiiodge 
them. 

Whitehall,  June  4.  The  follow¬ 
ing  difpatch  has  been  this  day  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland. 

Dublin  CaJUe,  ‘J une  2. 

My.Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  grace,  that  a  difpatch  was  this 
day  received  by  lieutenant-general 
Lake  from  colonel  L’Eftrange,  of 
the  King’s  County  militia,  which 
(fates,  that  the  town  of  Newtown 
Barry  had  been  attacked  yefterday 
morning  by  a  very  considerable 
body  of  rebels  from  Vinegar  Hill. 
They  furrounded  the  town  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  colonel  L’Eftrange 
at  firft  retreated,  in  order  to  collect 
his  force.  He  then  attacked  the  re¬ 
bels,  drove  them  through  the  town, 
with  great  flaugbter,  and  purfued 
them  federal  miles,  until  night 
obliged  them  to  return.  Above 
c;oo  of  the  rebels  were  killed.  Col. 
L’Eftrange’s  detachment  confifted 
(E  3)  of 
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of  230  of  the  King’s  County  mili¬ 
tia,  17  dragoons,  and  about  100 
yeomen.  Colonel  L’Eftratige  fpeaks 
in  the  higheft  terms  pf  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  troops,  and  gives 
jnuch  praife  to  major  Marley, 
who  volunteered  on  the  occa- 
Bon.  I  have  accounts  from  Mr. 
Cornwall,  that  a  pjcquet-guard 
of  his  yeomen  furprifed,  in  the 
night,  a  party  of  rebels  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  enter  the  county  of  Carlow? 
and  completely  defeated  them, 

Camden. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  capture  of  Le  Furet 
French  privateer  fchooner,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Gpadaloupe,  of  3  guns  and 
27  men ;  Le  Hardi  French  priva¬ 
teer  fchooner,  belonging  to  Guada- 

t  r  7  00 

loupe,  of  4  guns  and  47  men  ;  La 
Rofiere  French  privateer  fchooner, 

,  of  2  guns  and  13  men. 

6.  The  execution  of  Mr.  Reeves, 
Mr.  Wilkinfon,  and  Mr.  Adam- 
fon,  took  place  in  the  front  of  New¬ 
gate.  Great  intere.ft  was  made  for 
the  two  latter,  and  the  deliberations 
of  the  privy  council  on  their  cafe 
lafted  above  two  hours  and  a  half. 

8,  O’Coigley,  for  high  treafon, 
■was  executed  at  Pennenden  Heath. 
He  perfifted  to  the  iaft  in  his  inno¬ 
cence  of  ever  having  carried  on  an 

o  O  Z .  .  # 

improper  correfpondence  with  the 
French. 

Whitehall,  June  q.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  difpatch  has  been  received 
from  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Dublin  Cafile^  June  4. 

My  Lord, 

Yefterdava  difpatch  was  received 
from  major-gen.  Loftus,  conveying 
information  from  lieut.  Elliott,  of 
the  Antrim  militia,  that  the  troops 
in  Gorey,  confifting  of  30  of  the 
Antrim  militia,  a  fuhaltern  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  North  Cork,  the  Go- 
rey  yeoman  cavalry,  Ballykeer,  and 
part  of  the  Camolin  cavalry,  at¬ 


tacked  the  rebels  at  Ballycanoe, 
about  three  o’clock  on  the  ift  inft:. 
defeated  them,  and  killed  above  ioq 
of  them.  I  have  the  fatisfaftion 
to  inform  your  grace,  that  the  city 
remains  tranquil.  The  patience, 
the  fpirit,  and  continued  exertions 
of  the  yeomanry  are  unequalled, 
and  I  cannot  fufficiently  applaud 
the  indefatigable  zeal  of  major-ge¬ 
neral  Myers,  who  has  undertaken 
the  arrangement  of  them  with  a 
promptitude  and  ability  which  has 
been  of  the  moft  elfential  advan¬ 
tage.  I  am,  &c.  Camden, 

Dublin  Cajlle,  June  3,  five  P.  M. 

Major  Marley  is  juft  arrived  from 
major-general  Loftus,  and  brings; 
an  account  that  the  major-general, 
finding  that  colonel  Walpole’s  de¬ 
tachment  had  received  a  cheeky 
thought  it  prudent  to  move  to  Car- 
new,  which  he  effefted  without 
the  lofs  of  a  man.  It  appears  that 
colonel  Walpole  had  met  with  the 
main  body  of  the  rebels  in  a  ftrong 
poft  near  Siievebuy  Mountain,  and 
having  attacked  them,  he  was  un¬ 
fortunately  killed  by  a  fiiot  in  the 
head  in  the  beginning  of  the  ac¬ 
tion,  when  his  corps,  being  in  a  fi- 
tuation  where  it  could  not  aft  with 
advantage,  was  forced  to  retire  to 
Arklow.  The  lofs  was  54  men 
killed  and  milling,  and  2  fix- 
pounders.  Capt.  Stark,  capt.  Arm- 
ftrong,  and  capt.  Duncan,  were 
wounded,  but  not  dangeroufly ; 
and  fir  Watkins  William  Wynne, 
received  a  contufion  in  the  hand. 

' Whitehall ,  June  10.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  difpatch  has  been  received 
from  thejord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Dublin  Cajlle 3  June  8, 
My  Lord, 

I  am  to  acquaint  your  grace,  that 
early  this  morning  lieutenant-gene¬ 
ral  Lake  received  an  exprefs  from 
major-general  Johnfon,  dated  the 
i:th  inft.  at  New  Rofs.  The  major- 
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general  Bates,  that  the  rebels  had 
on  that  morning  attacked  his  pofi- 
tion  at  New  Rofs,  with  a  very  nu¬ 
merous  force,  and  with  great  impe- 
tuofity  ;  but  that,  after  a  conteit  of 
feveral  hours,  they  were  completely 
repulfed.  The  lofs  of  the  rebels 
was  prodigiouily  great.  An  iron 
gun  on  a  ihip  carriage  was  taken, 
and  late  in  the  evening  they  re¬ 
treated  entirely  to  Carrick  Byrne, 
leaving  feveral  iron  Blip  guns,  not 
mounted,  General  Johnfon  Bates, 
that  too  much  praife  cannot  be 
given  to  the  forces  under  his  com¬ 
mand  ;  and  that  to  major-general 
Jiuftace,  and  indeed  to  every  indi¬ 
vidual,  he  was  in  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree  indebted  for  their  fpirited  ex¬ 
ertions.  The  major-general  fe- 
verely  regrets  the  lofs  of  that  brave 
officer  lord  Mountjoy,  who  fell 
early  in  the  contefl.  A  return  of 
killed  and  wounded  of  his  majefty’s 
forces  has  not  beeti  received,  but  it 
appears  not  to  be  confiderable. 

Camden. 

Whitehall^  June  12,  The  fol¬ 
lowing  difpatches  have  been  this 
day  received  from  the  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  of  Ireland, 

Dublin  C a  file,  June  9. 

My  Lord, 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  concern  I 
acquaint  your  grace  an  infurre£tion 
has  broken  out  in  the  county  of 
Antrim  ;  and,  in  order  to  give  your 
grace  the  fulled;  information  in  v.y 
power,  I  enclofe  to  you  an  extract 
pf  a  letter  received  this  morning 
by  lord  Caftlereagh  from  major-ge¬ 
neral  Nugent.  I  am  in  great  hope, 
from  the  numbers  and  fpirit  of  the 
loyal  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
the  infurgents  may  be  quickly 
checked.  I  am,  &c. 

Camden, 

My  Lord,  Belfaji,  June  8. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to 
your  lordfhip,  that,  in. confequence 
of  information  which  I  received 


early  yefterday  morning,  of  an  in¬ 
tended  infurreftion  in  the  county  of 
Antrim,  having  for  its  firft  object 
the  feizure  of  the  rnagiftrates,  who 
were  to  afiemble  that  clay  in  the 
town  of  Antrim,  I  apprehended  fe¬ 
veral  perfons  in  Belfaft.  I  did  not 
receive  the  intelligence  early  enough 
to  prevent  the  infurgents  from  tak¬ 
ing  polfeffion  of  Antrim,  and  I  am 
not,  therefore,  acquainted  with 
their  firft  proceedings  there  ;  but 
I  prevented  many  rnagiftrates  from 
leaving  Belfaft  5  and  many  others, 
being  officers  of  yeomanry,  on 
permanent  duty,  did  not  attend  the 
meeting.  I  ordered  the  64th  regi¬ 
ment,  and  light  battalion,  and  100 
of  the  2 2d  light  dragoons,  under 
col.  Clavering,  and  lieu t. -col.  Lum- 
ley,  with  two  5^  inch  howitzers, 
and  2  curricle  fix-pounders,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  utmoft  difpatch 
through  Lifburn  to  Antrim.  I  alfo 
ordered  from  the  garrifon  250  of 
the  Monaghan  militia,  with  lieut.-, 
col.  Ker,  and  50  of  the  22d  dra¬ 
goons,  together  with  the  Belfaft 
yeomanry  cavalry,  with  major 
Smith,  to  proceed  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Durham, 
with  2  curricle  fix-pounders, 
through  Carmonev  and  Temple- 
pat-rick  to  Antrim,  to  co-operate 
with  the  other  detachment.  The 
dragoons  under  lieut. *col,  Lumiey 
having  made  the  attack  upon  the 
town,  without  waiting  for  the 
light  battalion,  were  fired  upon, 
from  the  windows  of  the  houfes, 
and  were  confequently  obliged  to 
retreat,  with  the  lofs  of  (I  amfor- 
ry  to  add)  three  officers  of  that  ex- 
cellentregiment,  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed,  and  the  two  curricle  fix -pound¬ 
ers.  Col.  Clavering,  on  his  ariival 
near  Antrim,  finding  the  rebels 
pouring  into  that  town  in  great 
force,  very  judicioufly  took  poll 
011  a  hill  on  the  Lifburn  fide,  and 
reported  his  fttuation  to  major-gen. 

.(E  4)  Goldie. 


Goldie.  In  the  mean  time,  col. 
Durham,  with  hit*  whole  detach¬ 
ment,  proceeded  to  within  half 
3  mile  of  Antrim,  and,  after  a 
cannonade  of  half  an  hour,  drove 
the  infurgents  completely  out 
pf  the  town,  and  retook  the  two 
curricle  guns,  together  with  one 
brafs  fix- pounder,  very  badly 
mounted,  of  which  it  fee  ms  the 
I’ebels  had  two,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  fmuggled  out  of  Beifaft, 
'The  colonel  then  proceeded,  with¬ 
out  the  lofs  of  a  man,  through  the 
town,  (which,  for  obvious  reafons, 
fufftred  much)  to  Shane’s  Cattle 
iand  Randeiftown,  in  which  direc¬ 
tion  the  principal  part  of  the  rebels 
fled  ;  he  remains  there  (till  for  or¬ 
ders  from  me.  Lord  O’Neil*  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  is  dangeroufiy  wound¬ 
ed.  Lieut. -col.  Leflie,  of  the  Tay 
fencibles,  reports  to  me,  from  Car- 
rickfergus,  that  lieut,  Small,  with 
&  detachment  of  2.0  men  of  that 
corps,  in  the  barrack  at  Larne,  de¬ 
fended  themfelves  moft  gallantly 
againft  the  attack  of  a  numerous 
body,  and  maintained  their  poft 
with  the  lofs  of  2  killed  and  3 
pounded,  including  the  lieutenant, 
J  have  ordered  them  into  head¬ 
quarters  at  Carrickfergus.  The 
Glenarm  yeomanry  (60  ftrong) 
being  alfo  threatened  by  an  attack 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  took  pof- 
feffion  of  Glenarm  Cable,  where 
they  will  maintain  themfelves,  if 
poffihle.  Brigadier-general  Knox, 
having  heard  of  a  party  of  the 
Toome  yeomanry  being  made  pri- 
foners  by  the  infurgents,  font  to  me 
very  early  this  morning  to  offer  to 
inarch,  by  Toome  bridge,  into  the 
county  of  Antrim,  which  f  have 
defired  hipn  to  dp,  in  order  to  libe¬ 
rate  col.  Durham's  detachment, 
and  enable  them  to  profs  the  coun¬ 
try  op  their  return  to  Beifaft.  Al¬ 
though  the  infurreftion  has  been 


not  find  they  had  much  fuccefs  *, 
but  I  have  not  received,  as  yet, 
any  reports  from  Balleycaftle,  Bal¬ 
lymena,  Ballymonev,  Portglenore, 
and  other  peaces  in  the  northern 
parts,  in  which  yeomanry  are  Ra¬ 
tioned.  As  my  information  led  to 
a  general  riling  in  the  county  of 
Down,  I  have  been  obliged  to  call 
in  all  the  fmall  detachments  of  the 
York  fencibles  to  Newtpn  Ardes, 
Col.  Stapleton  has  every  thing  in 
readinefs,  to  move  at  a  moment’s 
warning.  The  yeomanry  are  all 
on  permanent  duty  throughout  the 
counties  of  Down  and  Antrim  ; 
and  I  have  diftributed  arms  to  140, 
loyal  men  in  Beifaft,  who  will  be 
attached  to  the  Monaghan  and 
Fifefliire  regiments,  and  thereby 
become  very  ufeful.  Offers  of  fer- 
vice  are  very  numerous  I  cannot 
clofe  this  letter  without  expreffing 
to  your  lord  Hi  ip  my  entire  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  condudt  of  the 
troops  of  all  deferiptions,  in  this 
part  pf  the  northern  diftridf.  Their 
zeal  and  attention  to  their  duties 
cannot  be  furpaffed  ;  and  f  truft 
that  when  occafion  offers,  they 
will  a£l  in  that  concert  which  is  fo 
much  to  be  wiflied  for  in  military 
fervice.  Lieut  -col.  Lumley,  I  am 
afraid,  is  badly  wounded  in  the  ley  • 
cornet  Dunn  is  killed,  and  lieut. 
Murphy  Rightly  wounded,  all  of 
the  2 2d  light  dragoons.  I  under-, 
(land,  but  not  officially,  that  home 
yeomanry  from  lord  Hertford’s 
eftate  (I  believe  the  Derriaghy) 
were  with  the  dragoons  when  they 
made  the  unfuccefsful  attach;  on 
Antrim,  and  they  retired  to  An¬ 
trim  Caftle,  where  they  were  re¬ 
lieved  by  col.  Durham.  Col.  Dur¬ 
ham  deferves  my  warmeli  praife 
for  his  judicious  and  fpirited  con- 
dud,  He  fpeaks  in  high  terras  of 
the  detachment  under  him,  and 


.particularly  the  Monaghan  militia, 
pretty  general  in  the  county,  I  do  The  rev,  Steele  Dickfon  was  taken 
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up  the  night  before  laft,  and  fent 
priibner  here,  where  he  will  be  con¬ 
fined  in  a  place  of  fafety,  as  well 
as  many  others,  whom  it  is  now 
neceflary  to  apprehend  Your  lord- 
fti  p  may  depend  upon  my  indivi¬ 
dual  exertions  in  this  uhpleafant 
conteft  ;  and  as  l  am  ably  fupport- 
ed,  I  make  no  doubt  that  we  ft)  a  1 1 
prevent  the'  rebel?  from  gaining 
any  advantages,  and  ultimately 
oblige  them  to  return  to  their  alle¬ 
giance.  Iihall  write  again  to-rnor-' 
.  row,  fliould  any  material  event  oc¬ 
cur.  G.  Nug^n  i.  maior-cren. 

'  J  m  o 

Dublin  Cajiie ,  June  o. 

My  Lorcf, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe 
herewith  to  your  grace  farther  par¬ 
ticulars  refpedting  the  action  at  New 
Rofs,  which  have  been  received  in 
a  letter  from  major-gen.  Johnfon, 
to  lieut.-gen.  Lake,  of  which  I 
tranfinit  your  grace  an  extract, 
with  two  returns  annexed. 

Camden. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Major- 
general  Johnfon,  to  Lieut.-gen. 
Lake,  dated  at  Rofs,  June  7.  / 

I  fend  you  a  return  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  milling  of  the  troops 
engaged  on  the  yjthinftant.  Their 
numbers  you  will,  I  truft,  find  not 
great,  when  you  take  into  confider- 
ation  the  numbers  they  vveie  op- 
pofed  to.  I  likewife  fend  a  return 
of  the  ordnance,  ammunition,  and 
ftandards,  taken  from  the  rebels. 
The  number  killed  cannot  be  af- 
certained.  In  my  former  letter  I 
was  prevented,  by  a  prelfure  of  bu¬ 
ll  nefs,  doing  juftice  to  the  merits  of 
feveral  officers,  to  whom  I  am  high¬ 
ly  indebted  for  their  extraordinary 
exertions:  General  Euftace,'  col. 
Cravvfurd,  A.  Q^M.  G.  lieut.- 
colonels  Stewart,  89th  regiment, 
commanding  light  infantry  ;  Max¬ 
well,  Donnegal  militia  ;  majors, 
Van  del  ure,  Clare  militia  ;  Vefey, 
■'county  of  Dublin  militia  $  Melii- 


font,  my  aide-de-camp,  and  major 
of  brigade  Sandford,  are  entitled 
to  mv  fullefl  praife.  I  fhouid  not 
omit  lieu t.  Euflace,  the  general’s 
aide-de-camp,  who  is  a  very  pro- 
mifing  young  man.  To  lieut.  col. 
James  Foulis,  commanding  the 
Mid-Lothialn  cavalry,  and  capt.  Ir¬ 
vine,  Commanding  the  detachment 
of  the  yjth  and  9th  dragoons,  I  am 
no  lefs  indebted.  I  cannot  fay  too 
much  in  favour  of  capt.  Bloom¬ 
field,  B  K.  artillery,  and  capt.' 
Thornhill,  commanding  the  royal 
Jrifh  flying  artillery,  whofe  very 
great  exertions  contributed  very  ef- 
fentially  to  our  fuccefs.  We  had 
a  great  lofs  in  col.  lord  Mountjpy. 
Capt.  Tottenham,  yeomanry  caval¬ 
ry,  and  capt.  Boyd,  with  the  debus 
of  his  corps,  have  rendered  me 
every  poffible  alii  fiance.  In  making 
mention  of  Yhofe  particulars,  I 
would  not  wifih  you  to  fuppofe  I  do 
not  feel  mvfelf  much  indebted  to 
every  individual,  a  very  few  ex1- 
cepted. 

Return  of  the  killed,  wounded, 

and  miffing  of  the  Troops  en¬ 
gaged  at  Rofs  on  the  5th  of 

June, 

Killed,  1  colonel,  1  cornet,  1 
quarter-mafter,  4  ferjeants,  3  drum¬ 
mers,  and  8j  rank  and  file;  alfo  54 
horfes;  wounded,  1  captain,  and  57 
rank  and  file ;  alfo  5  horfes  ;  miff¬ 
ing,  1  captain,  3  lieutenants,  r 
enfign,  2  ferjeants,  2  drummers, 
72  rank  and  file,  and  4  horfes. 
Names  of  Officers  killed,  wound¬ 
ed,  and  miffing. 

Col.  Jord  Mountjoy,  county  of 
Dublin  militia,  killed;  cornet  Lad- 
well,  5th  dragoons,  killed  ;  capt. 
Sinclair,  Donegal  militia,  wound¬ 
ed  ;  capt.  Warburton  and  lieut. 
Flinter,  Queen’s  County  militia, 
miffing;  lieut.  Harford,  Kilkenny 
militia,  miffing;  lieut.  Blake  and' 
lieut.  Buller,  of  the  89th,  attached 
to  the  light  battalion,  miffing  ; 

quarter- 
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qiiarter-mafter  Hay,  of  Mid -Lo¬ 
thian  fencibles,  killed, 

Return  of  Ordnance,  Stores,  Sec. 

taken  from  the  Rebels  in  the  Ac¬ 
tion  of  the  ^th  of  June. 

1  3  half-inch  howitzer,  on  fhip- 
carriage;  1  iron  4-pounder  on 
fhip- carriage ;  14  fwivels,  1  iron 

3-pounder,  1  iron  2-pounder,  14 
ifiot  of  different  fizes  ,  an  immen¬ 
sity  of  pikes,  which  were  broken 
as  foon  as  taken.  Alfo  mufquets, 
likewife  deftroved.  A  variety  of 
ffandards  and  colours. 

Whitehall ,  June  14,  1798  Di- 
fpatches,  of  which  the  following 
are  copies,  have  been  this  day  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  excellency  the 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  by  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Portland,  his  ma- 
jefty’s  principal  fecretary  of  ftate 
for  the  home  department. 

Dublin  Cajlle,  June  IO,  1798. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  fa tis fa <51  ion  to  acquaint 
your  grace,  that  ye  Herd  ay  evening 
a  very  large  body  of  the  Wexford 
rebels  was  driven  back  with  great 
Jofs  from  their  attack  upon  major- 
general  Needham's  poll  at  Ark- 

IOW. 

The  inclofed  extract  from  the 
major-general’s  letter  to  lieutenant- 
general  Lake  will  furnifh  your 
grace  with  the  details  of  this  im¬ 
portant  advantage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

C  A  MDEN- 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Portland. 
Aeklow ,  June  10,  half  pajl  five,  A.M. 
SIR, 

About  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  yef- 
terday,  the  rebel  army  prefented  it- 
felf  at  my  out-pofl  in  very  great 
numbers. 

They  approached  from  Cool- 
grexny  road,  and  along  the  hand¬ 
bills  on  the  fhore,  in  two  columns, 
while  the  whole  of  the  intermedi¬ 
ate  fpace  embracing  my  entire  front 
was  crowded  by  a  rabble,  armed 
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with  pikes  and  fire-arms,  and  bear¬ 
ing  down  on  me  without  any  regu¬ 
lar  order.  The  pofition  I  had 
chofen  was  a  very  ftrong  one  in 
front  of  the  barrack. 

As  foon  as  the  enemy  approach¬ 
ed  within  amort  diftance,  we  open¬ 
ed  a  heavy  fire  of  grape,  which  did 
as  much  execution  as,  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  ground  and  the  Prong 
fences  of  which  they  poffeffed 
themfelves,  could  have  been  ex¬ 
pected.  This  continued  inceffant- 
ly  from  fix  until  half  pa  ft  eight 
o’clock,  when  the  enemy  defifted 
from  their  attack,  and  bed  in  dif- 
order  on  every  fide.  The  numbers 

j 

killed  have  not  been  a'fcert ained. — - 
Our  lofs  is  inconfiderable,  and  no 
officer  is  wounded.  A  principal 
leader  is  among  the  (lain. 

Colonel  fir  W,  W.  Wynne,  with 
fome  of  the  4th  dragoon  guards  and 
5th  dragoons,  and  part  of  his  own 
regiment,  and  the  yeomanry,  charg¬ 
ed  the  rebels  moft,  gallantly,  and 
routed  a  ftrong  column  of  them 
attempting  to  gain  the  town  by 
the  beach.  Col.  Maxwell  offered 
his  fervices  to  burn  fome  houfes  in 
his  front,  near  the  end  of  the  addon, 
and  effeded  it  moft  handfomely, 
and  without  lofs.  Colonel  Sker- 
rot,  of  the  Durham  fencibles,  on 
whom  the  brunt  of  the  adion  fell, 
acted  in  the  moft  fpirited  and  deter¬ 
mined  manner;  as  did  alfo  colonel 
O’Hara,  who  commanded  the  An¬ 
trim,  and  covered  the  road  on  my 
right.  The  coolnefs  and  good 
condud  of  colonel  Cope,  of  the 
Armagh,  does  him  infinite  credit  ; 
and  it  is  with  the  moil  real  fatis- 
fadion  I  add,  that  the  zeal  and  fpi¬ 
rited  condud  of  the  yeomanry 
corps  were  every  thing  I  could 
wifli. 

To  lieutenant  -  colonel  Black¬ 
wood,  of  the  late  33d,  and  lieu¬ 
tenant  -  colonel  Cleghorn,  of  the 
Mieath,  who  did  me  the  honour  to 

fervq 
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ferve  with  me  upon  this  occafion,  I 
am  indebted  for  the  mod  eflential 
fervices,  and  I  arp  happy  thus  to 
acknowledge  my  obligations  to 
them  both  ;  and  of  the  spirited  ex¬ 
ertions  of  Mr.  Whaley,  I  cannot 
fpeak  too  highly. 

I  mud:,  in  judice  to  my  aide-de- 
camp,  capt.  Moore,  of  the  4th  dra¬ 
goon  guards,  and  major  of  brigade, 
capt.  Needham,  of  the  9th  dra¬ 
goons,  mention  their  great  alert- 
hefs.  To  the  great  adtiyity  and  in¬ 
formation  of  the  former  lam  much 
Indebted,  and  he  will  detail  to  you 
all  other  particulars.  (Signed) 

Francis  Needham. 
u  eutenant-general  Lake,  &c,  See. 

Dublin  CaJUc,  June  17,  1798. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  grace,  that  a  letter  has  been 
this  day  received  by  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  Lakp  from  major-general  Nu¬ 
gent,  at  Belfad,  dated  the  9th  ind. 
dating  that  the  rebels  in  the  county 
pf  Antrim  were  difperfed  in  all 
directions,  except  at  Toome,  whi¬ 
ther  brigadier-general  Knox  and 
Jieutenant-colonel  Clavering  were 
proceeding  ;  and  that  many  of 
them  had  laid  down  their  arms. 

Major-general  Nugent  alfo  dates, 
that  Mr.  NFCleverty  had  return¬ 
ed  from  Donegorr-hill,  whither  he 
had  been  carried  prifoner  by  a  bo¬ 
dy  of  2,000  rebels.  Whild  they 
were  in  this  dation  they  difagreed, 
and  quarrelled  amongd  themfelves, 
and,  from  his  influence  and  perftia- 
fion,  above  1,500  left  the  camp, 
broke  anddeftroyed  their  arms,  and 
declared  that  thev  would  never 

j 

again  carry  an  offenfive  weapon 
againd  his  majefty  or  bis  loyal  fuh* 
jjedb.  Many  more  difperfed,  and 
the  commander  of  them  was  left 
with  50  men  only. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Camden. 

J-Jis  gr^ce  the  duke  of  Portland. 
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Whitehall,  June  16.  Difpatches, 
of  which  the  following  are  copies, 
have  been  received  from  his  ex¬ 
cellency  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
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land,  by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  his  majedy’s  principal  fecre- 
tary  of  date  for  the  home  depart¬ 
ment. 

Dublin  C a  file,  June  1  r . 

My  Lord, 

lam  concerned  to  acquaint  your 
grace,  that  the  accounts  received 
from  major-general  Nugent  this 
morning  are  not  fo  favourable  as 
from  the  details  which  were  yef- 
terday  received  I  had  reafon  to 
hope.  A  body  of  rebels  haying  af- 
fembled  near  Saintfield,  they  were 
attacked  bv  a  detachment  under 
col.  Stapleton,  who  at  fird  differed 
fome  lofs ;  but  he  afterwards  put 
the  rebels  to  (light.  Being  ordered 
to  proceed  to  Newtown  Ardes,  col* 
Stapleton  found  the  rebels  in  pod 
feflion  of  the  town,  upon  which 
general  Nugent  ordered  him  to  re- 
tire  until  his  force  could  be  aug¬ 
mented. 

There  is  no  official  account  as  to 
the  body  of  rebels  which  were  to 
be  attacked  by  brigadier-general 
Knox,  at  Toome  Bridge,  Private 
accounts  date  that  they  have  been 
difperfed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

Camden, 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Portland. 

Dublin  Cajlle,  June  12. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  grace,  that  accounts  have  been 
this  day  received  from  major-gene¬ 
ral  Nugent,  who  is  at  Belfad,  which 
date,  that  the  information  he  had 
received  of  a  large  body  of  rebels 
having  entrenched  themfelves  near 
Toome  Bridge,  was  unfounded. — » 
One  arch  of  the  bridge  had  been 
broken  down  by  an  inconfiderable 
party,  which  had  been  difperfed  ; 

the 
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the  bridge  has  been  fince  rendered 
pafiable. 

Colonel  Clavering  has  reported 
from  Atitrim  to  major-general  Nu¬ 
gent,  that  the  difaffedted  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  town  had 
exprefied  a  d  eh  re  to  fubmit,  and  to 
return  to  their  duty.  At  Ballyme¬ 
na,  150  mufquets  and  800  pikes 
had  been  given  up  to  the  magi- 
.  {hates.  Many  arms,  500  pikes, 
&nd  a  brafis  field-piece,  have  been 
furrendered  to  major  Seddon. 

Majof-general  Nugent  exprelTes 
his  warmed  acknowledgments  to 
the  regulars,  militia,  and  \eomanry 
forces  under  his  command, for  their 
alertnefs,  zeal,  and  fpirit. 

Other  advices  date,  that  lieu¬ 
tenant  -  colonel  Stewart,  having 
marched  from  Blaris  with  a  part  of 
the  Argy.le  fencibles,  30  cavalry, 
and  forne  yeomanry,  arrived  at  Bal- 
linahinch  as  the  rebels  were  begin¬ 
ning  to  collect.  He  relieved  fome 
yeomen  who  were  in  their  poffcf- 
fion  ;  and  the  rebels  tied  into  lord 
Moira’s  wood,  whither  they  were 

1  J 

purified,  about  40  of  them  killed, 
and  the  remainder  difoerfed. 

1 

Bv  a  letter  received  this  morning; 
from  major-general  fir  Charles  Af- 
gl  11,  it  appears  that  he  had  attack¬ 
ed,  with  300  men,  a  rebel  camp  at 
the  Roar,  near  Rod,  which  he 
Completely  difperfed  ;  30  men 

were  killed  and  their  leader. 

<  0  ■ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

C  A  MDcN. 

H  is  grace  the  duke  of  Portland. 

Whitehall ,  June  18.  A  diipatch, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
has  been  this  day  received  from 
his  excellency  the  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  of  Ireland,  by  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Portland,  his  majefiy’s 
principal  fecretary  of  Rate  for  the 
home  department. 

Dublin  C a  flic ,  June  14,  1798. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  grace,  that  intelligence  arriv* 


ed  this  day  from  major-general  Nu¬ 
gent,  Rating,  that  he  had  marched 
again R  a  large  body  of  rebels,  w  oo 
were  pcRed  at  Saintfield.  They 
retired  on  his  approach  to  a  Rrong 
poRtion  on  the  Saintfield  fide  of 
Bally nahinch,  and  there  made  a 
/how  of  refi fiance,  and  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  turn  his  left  Bank  ;  blit  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  Stewart  arriving 
from  Down,  with  a  Dretty  con  fid  er- 
able  force  of  infantry,  cavairv,  and 
yeomanry,  they  foon  defified,  and 
retired  to  a  very  Rrong  poRtion  be-, 
hind  Bally  nahinch. 

General  Nugent  attacked  them 
next  morning  at  three  o’clock,  hav¬ 
ing  occupied  two  hills  on  the  left 
and  right  of  the  town,  to  prevent 
the  rebels  from  having  any  other 
choice  than  the  mountains  in  their 
rear  for  their  retreat  j  he  fent  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  Stewart  to  poR  him-, 
i elf,  with  part  of  the  Argyle  fenci¬ 
bles,  and  fome  yeomanry,  as  well 
as  a  detachment  of  the  22d  light 
dragoons,  in  a  filiation  from  which 
he  could  enfilade  the  rebel  line, 
whilR  colonel  Lefiie,  with  pan  of 
the  Monaghan  militia,  fome  cavaL 

O  #  ' 

ry  and  yeon  an  infantry,  fiiould 
make  an  attack  upon  their  front. 
Having  two  howitzers  and  fix  fix^. 
pounders,  with  the  two  detach¬ 
ments,  the  major-general  was  ena¬ 
bled  to  annoy  them  very  much, 
from  different  parts  of  his  pofition. 

The  rebels  attacked  impetuouf- 
ly  colonel  Lcfiie’s  detachment,  and 
even  jumped  into  the  road  from  the 
earl  of  Moira’s  demefne,  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  take  one  of  his  guns,  but 
they  were  fepulfed  with  Raughter. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Stewart’s  de¬ 
tachment  was  attacked  by  them 
with  the  fame  activity,  but  he  re- 
p.ulfed  them  alfb,  and  the  fire  from 
his  howitzer  and  fix- pounder  foon 
obliged  them  tofiv  in  all  directions. 
Th  eir  force  was,  on  the  evening  of 
the  1 2th,  near  5000  ;  but  as  many 
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perfons  are  prefled  into  their  fer¬ 
vice,  and  almoP  entirely  unarmed, 
the  general  does  not  fuppofe  that 
on  the  morning  of  the  engagement 
their  numbers  were  fo  confid-  rahle. 

About  400  rebels  were  killed 
in  the  attack  and  retreat,  and 
the  remainder  were  difperfed  all 
over  the  country.  Parts  of  the 
town  of  S  intfleld  and  Ballvna- 
hinch  were  burnt.  M->jor- general 
Nugent  Pates,  that  both  officers 
and  men  deferve  praife,  for  their 
alacrity  and 'zeal  on  this  as  well  as 
on  all  occahons;  but  he  par  ocu¬ 
larly  exprefles  his  obligations  to 
lieutenant- colonel  Stewart  for  his 
advice  and  affiPance  throughout 
the  bujinefs,  and  to  colonel  L  file 
for  his  readinefs  to  volunteer  the 
duty  at  all  times.  The  yebmanry  be¬ 
haved  with  extreme  Peadinefs  and 
bravery.  Three  or  four  green  co- 

^  O 

lours  were  taken,  and  one  fix- 
pounder,  not  mounted,  but  which 
the  rebels  fired  very  often,  and  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  ammuni¬ 
tion.  Their  chief  was  Munro,  a 
fliopkeepeer  of  Lifburn* 

Major-general  Nugent  regrets 
the  lofs  of  captain  Evatf,  of  the 
Monaghan  militia:  Lieutenant  El- 

p 

lis  of  the  fame  regiment  was 
wounded  ;  the  lofs  of  $  rank  and 
file  killed,  and  14  wounded.  Se¬ 
veral  of  the  Yeomen  infantry  were 
killed  or  won nded. 

The  major-general  exprefles  his 
acknowledgments  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  Peacock,  and  major  of  bri¬ 
gade  Machinnon,  who  were  of  the 
greateft  fervice. 

The  Portaferry  veomanrv,  on 
the  1 1  tli  inftant,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  captain  Matthews,  made 
a  mod  gallant  defence  againft  a 
large  body  of  the  rebels,  who  at¬ 
tacked  the  town  of  Portaferry-— the 
yeomanry  having  taken  poflellion 
of  the .  market-houfe,  from  which. 
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pop  they  repulfed  the  rebels,  who 
left  behind  them  above  40  dead — • 
many  more  were  carried  ofiy  Capt. 
Hopkins,  of  a  revenue  cruizer* 
brought  his  guns  to  bear  on  the 
town,  and  was  df  great  fervice  in 
defen  ling  it. 

Advic-  s  from  major-general  Sir 
Charles  Afgill,  dated  from  Kilken¬ 
ny,  the  13th  inPant,  Pate,  that  on 
the  evening  of  the  12th,  having 
heard  that  a  large  body  of  the  re¬ 
bels  had  marched  from  the  County 
df  Wexford  againP  Borris,  under 
the  command  of  Mr.  Baginal  Har¬ 
vey,  and  were  burning  the  town,  he 
proceeded  to  its  relief  with  400 
men,  but  the  rebels  had  fled  before 
he  could  arrive.  They  had  attack¬ 
ed  Mr.  Kaveiiagh’s  houfe,  in 
which  were  29  men  of  the  Done¬ 
gal  militia,  who,  notwiihftanding 
rhe  inceflant  fire  kept  up  on  them 
for  fome  hours,  defended  them- 
felves  in  the  mop  gallant  manner, 
and  killed  feveral  of  the  rebels.—. 
Nothing  could  furpafs  the  deter¬ 
mined  bravery  of  thofe  few  men. 
The  rebels  effected  their  efcape  in¬ 
to  the  countv  of  Wexford. 

A  letter  received  by  lieutenant- 
general  Lake  from  major-general 
Johnfon,  dated  the  ,13th  inftant  at 
New  Rofs,  Pates,  that  having  re¬ 
ceived  information  that  the  rebels 
had  fitted  opt  feveraj  boats  and 
other  craft,  for  the  purpofe  of  ef¬ 
fecting  their  efcape,  he  had  fent 
lieutenant  Hill,  with  fuch  armed 
veflels  as  could  be  (pared  from 
Feathard,  where  they  were  celledK 
ed,  with  orders  to  deftroy  the 
whole  ;  which  lieuten  nr  Hip  ef¬ 
fected  with  his  ufu-l  fpirit,  and 
without  lofs.  Thirteen  large  fail¬ 
ing  hookers  and  a  great  many  boats 
were  burnt. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  See, 

C  A  M  D  N, 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Portland,  &c. 

95.  At 
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Xg.  At  A  common  hall  holden  at 
Guildhall  this  day,  William  Cham¬ 
pion,  efq.  citizen  and  grocer,  and 
Peter  Mellilh,  efq.  citizen  and 
butcher,  were  ele£led  flieriffs  of 
London  and  MiddlefeX. 

The  fame  day,  George  Hibbert, 
efq.  was  unanimoufly  ele6ted  alder¬ 
man  of  Bridge  Ward  Within,  in 
the  room  of  fir  James  Sanderfon 
bart.  deceafed. 

Whitehall ,  June  26,  1798.  A 
difpatch,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy,  has  been  received  from  his 
excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  bv  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Portland,  his  majefty’s  principal  fe- 
cretarv  of  hate  for  the  home  de- 
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partment. 

Dublin  Cajlle,  June  21,  1798. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  grace,  that  brigadier-general 
Dunn  has  reported  from  Monafter¬ 
even,  that  on  the  19th  infl.  he  had 
fent  a  Prong  patrole,  under  the 
command  of  capt.  Pack,  of  the  <;th 
dragoon  guards,  towards  Profper- 
ous,  from  Ratnangan  ;  and  that 
captain  Pack,  having  fallen  in  with 
a  hundred  of  the  rebels,  well 
mounted  and  appointed,  he  inftant- 
ly  attacked  and  defeated  them,  tak¬ 
ing  8  horfes,  and  killing  from  20  to 
30  men. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Stewart,  of 
the  5th  dragoons,  having  been  de¬ 
tached  to  Profperous  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  19th  inftant,  found  a 
body  of  rebels  ported  on  a  hill  orf 
the  left  of  the  town,'  which  fled  in¬ 
to  the  neighbouring  bog  on  his  ap¬ 
proach.  His  advanced  guard  hav¬ 
ing  been  fired  upon,  as  he  ap¬ 
proached,  from  the  town,  he 
brought  two  curricle  guns  to  bear 
upon  it,  and  fet  fire  to  part  of  the 
town.  Much  cattle  was  left  behind 
by  the  rebels*  which  they  had  pin^ 
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ned  up  near  the  inefs-room  of  the 
barracks,  together  with  many  pikes 
and  drums.  Eight  of  the  rebels 
were  killed. 

Yefterday  morning  a  detachment 
from  Mount  Kennedy,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  lieutenant  M‘Lann,  of 
the  Reav  fencibles,  and  lieut.  Gore, 
of  the  Mount-Kennedy  cavalry,  at¬ 
tacked  a  body  of  near  300  rebels 
near  Ballinarufh;  The  fire  com¬ 
menced  from  the  rebels,  who  were 
ported  behind  a  hedge  on  the  top  of 
a  commanding  hill.  After  an  en¬ 
gagement  of  about  twenty  minutes, 
they  gave  way  in  every  quarter, 
leaving  twenty  dead  behind  them. 

It  appears  by  letters  from  Cork* 
that  an  engagement  has  taken 
place  between  a  detachment  of  the 
Caithhefsfericiblesj  allifted  by  a  par¬ 
ty  of  the  Weftmeath  militia,  and  a 
corifiderabie  body  of  the  rebels.  — 
The  latter  were  defeated,  with  the 
lofs  of  above  100  men.  His  ma- 
jelly’s  troops  appear  to  have  fuffer- 
ed  but  little  ini  the  a£tion. 

The  north  remains  quiet. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

Cor  nw  allis* 
His  grace  the  duke  of  Portland,  See. 

Parliament -Jlreety  June  26,  1 798. 
A  difpatch,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy,  has  been  received  by  the 
right  bon.  Henry  Dundas,  one  of 
his  fnajefty’s  principal  fecretaries 
of  ftate,  from  brigadier-general  the 
hon.  Thomas JMaitland,  command¬ 
ing  his  majefty’s  forces  in  the 
illand  of  St.  Domingo,  dated  oil 
board  his  majefty’s  ibip  Thunderer,* 
off  Mole  St.  Nicolas,  the  10th  of 
May,  1798. 

SIR, 

I  embrace  the  very  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  informing  you,  that  on 
the  2 2d  of  laft  month  I  came  to  the 
refolution  of  immediately  evacuat¬ 
ing  the  towns  of  Port-au-Prince 
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fend  St.  Marc’s*  with  their  depen¬ 
dencies,  together  with  the  parifli  of 
Arcahaye;  and  it  is  now  with  great 
pleafure  I  have  the  honour  of  ac¬ 
quainting  yon,  that  this  meafure 
has  been  carried  into  complete  ef¬ 
fect,  without  the  fmalleft  lofs  of 
any  kind,  and  in  a  manner,  I  flat¬ 
ter  myfelf,  to  give  perfect  fatisfac- 
tion  as  far  as,  under  the  circum- 
ilances,  it  was  poffible,  to  all  the 
French  inhabitants  and  planters* 
whether  thefe  chofe  to  follow  the 
fortune  of  his  m  a  jelly’s  arms,  or  to 
remain  in  the  part  of  the  colony 
febout  to  be  evacuated. 

In  confidering  the  modes  of  ef¬ 
fecting  this  very  difficult  but  im¬ 
portant  objeCt,  there  feemed  to  me 
but  two  in  any  degree  practicable  ; 
the  one,  to  withdraw  thefmall  Bri- 
tifli  force,  and  fitch  of  the  coloni¬ 
al  troops  as  it  was  immediately  pof¬ 
fible  to  induce  to  go  with  us,  in  a 
precipitate  manner*  after  blowing 
up  the  forts;  the  other,  to  {late 
fairly  my  determination,  and,  act¬ 
ing  as  events  occurred,  to  endea¬ 
vour,  in  a  deliberate  way,  to  with¬ 
draw  the  whole  of  our  ftores  and 
force,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  obtain  fome  terms  for  the 
numerous  inhabitants,  who,  either 
from  neceffitv  or  choice,  wiflied  to 
remain. 

The  fir  ft  of  thefe  meafures  feem¬ 
ed  to  me  (however  fafe  to  the  Bri- 
tifli )  to  be  fo  perfectly  contrary  to 
the  fpirit  of  generofitv  and  libera¬ 
lity  which  has  ever  actuated  the 
Britifh  nation,  and  fo  certain  of 
being  attended  with  immediate 
and  (hocking  fcenes  of  bloodfhed 
among  the  inhabitants,  whofe  na¬ 
tural  impetuofity  of  character 
would  be  increafed  by  contending 
paftions,  deluded  hopes,  and  diffe¬ 
rent  interefts,  that  I  determined  at 
once  to  fet  it  afide  ;  and  I  begun 
the  23d  ultimo,  in  confequence  of 
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adopting  the  fecond,  to  embark  the 
heavy  ftores  of  every  defcription  ; 
Hating  my  full  determination  to  all 
the  parties  concerned*  and  fending 
at  the  fame  time  a  flag  of  truce  to 
general  Touflaint  l’Ouverture,  at 
Gonaives,to  acquaint  him  with  my 
refolution,  and  leaving  to  his  op¬ 
tion,  either  to  obtain  the  pofleffions 
we  evacuated  in  a  (late  of  ruin,  or 
in  a  ltate  of  perfect  order,  provided 
he  would  guarantee,  in  a  folemn 
manner,  the  lives  and  properties  of 
fuch  perfoys  as  chofe  to  remain. 

General  Touflaint  immediately 
agreed  to  the  laft  propofltion,  and 
fent  to  Tort  au-Frince  on  the  28th 
inftant  a  confidential  officer,  who, 
having  met  lieut. -colonel  Nightin- 
gall,  deputy  adjutant- general,  on 
my  part,  on  the  30th  of  April  the 
accompanying  agreement  was  mu¬ 
tually  exchanged  and  ratified  by 
both  parties. 

The  ftipulalion  in  favour  of  the 
inhabitants  and  planters  afforded 
them  theonly  fecurity  in  my  power 
to  obtain*  and  with  which  they 
were  fo  entirely  fatisfied,  that  al¬ 
though  at  firft  they  had  univerfally 
refolved  to  follow  the  king’s  forces, 
yet,  upon  hearing  of  this  agreement 
in  their  favour,  many  of  them 
who  had  actually  embarked,  re¬ 
landed  ;  and  I  think  I  may  fafely 
affure  you,  there  are  not  ten  rich 
proprietors  who  have  ultimately 
upon  this  occafion  quitted  their 
properties.-  % 

Bv  the  6th  inftant  the  whole  of 

J 

the  heavy  Britifh  ftores  of  every 
defcription  being  embarked*  and  all 
the  French  brafs  guns  and  mortars, 
with  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  vo¬ 
luntarily  wiflied  to  go,  and  all  the 
merchandize  belonging  to  Britifh 
merchants,  I  ordered  the  parifli  of 
L’Arcahayeto  be  evacuated;  which 
was  accordingly  done  the  7‘h  a i 
noon.  The  8th,  at  two  o’clock 
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in  the  morning,  I  withdrew  the 
whole  of  the  force  from  Port-au- 
Prince,  and  embarked  it  at  FortBi 
Zoton;  and  on  the  9th  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  whole  fleet  failed  to  its  dif¬ 
ferent  deftiriations. 

I  have  not  heard  from  colonel 
Grant,  who  commanded  at  St. 
Marc’s,  but  I  have  every  reafon  to 
believe  he  evacuated  that  place  on 
the  6th  or  7th  of  this  month,  and 
I  entertain  no  doubt  but  that  he  is 
now  at  the  Mole,  where  I  ordered 
him  to  proceed  with  his  garrifon. 

You  will  readily  believe,  that  on 
fuch  an  occafion  much  military 
precaution,  and  much  exertion  in 
all  the  departments  mu  ft  have  been 
neceftary,  as  well  for  the  honour 
and  fecurity  of  his  majefty’s  arms, 
as  to  enable  me  to  move  off  within 
a  reafonable  period. 

Of  the  condudt  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  his  majefty’s  Britifh  and 
colonial  forces,  I  have  nothing  to 
fay,  but  what  tends  infinitely  to 
their  credit. 

To  the  heads  of  departments  I 
feel  myfelf  extremely  indebted  for 
the  zeal  and  adtivitv  with  which 
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they  feconded  my  wifhes,  tnoft  par¬ 
ticularly  to  lieut.- colonels  Night- 
ingail  and  Littlehales,  deputies  ad¬ 
jutant  and  quarter- maftfer  generals  ; 
and  to  captain  Spicer,  commanding 
the  royal  artillery;  nor  can  I  here 
omit  doing  myfelf  the  pleafure  of 
fignifying  to  you  what  very  eften- 
tial  aid  1  have  received  from  -the 
zeal  and  intelligence  of  Mr.  Wig- 
glefworth,  his  majefty’s  commifta- 
ry-generai. 

To  the  roval  navy  I  am  under 

j  J 

every  obi r  gat  ion  for  their  cordial 
affi fiance  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  fervice  ;  to  captains  Couchet 
and  Ogilvie  his  majefty’s  ftiips 
Abergavenny  and  Thunderer,  it 
is  principally  owing  that  I  was  en* 
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abled  to  carry  my  wifties  into  early 
effedt. 

Lieutenant  Young,  of  the  navy, 
chief  agent  of  tranfports,  conduc¬ 
ed  himfelf  in  the  execution  of  this 
arduous  talk  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
I  fliould  negledt  a  very  material, 
though  pleafant  part  of  my  duty, 
were  I  not  to  feize  this  opportunity 
to  recommend  him  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  to  your  notice.  He  is  a 
very  old  officer,  but  his  length  of 
lervicbs  has  neither  impaired  his 
zeal,  nor  dimihifhed  his  activity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
ThomAs  Maitland, 
Brigadier-general,  commanding 
in  St.  Domingo. 

The  honourable  brigadier-ge- 
tierai  Maitland,  commanding  in 
chief  his  Britannic  majeftv’s  forces 
in  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  hav¬ 
ing  intimated  to  general  Touf- 
faint  POuvifrf&re,  commanding  the 
French  army  in  the  faid  iftand^ 
his  intention  to  evacuate  the  towns 
of  Port  au-Pri nee,  St.  Marc’s,  and 
their  dependencies,  with  the  parilh 
of  L’Arcahaye;  and  having  pro- 
pofed  to  general  Tou  (faint  l’Ouver- 
ture,  to  fend  a  perfon  to  Port-au- 
Prince,  charged  with  full  powers, 
that  this  objedt  might  be  effedted  in 
a  manner  moft  confonant  to  the 
interefts  of  humanity  and  the  views 
of  each  party;  and  general  Touf- 
faint  POuverture,  having  confent- 
ed  to  the  above  propofals,  and  hav¬ 
ing  fent  to  Port-au-Prince  Monfieur 
Hum,  adjutant-general  to  the 
French  army,  and  lieut.-col.  Night- 
ingall,  deputy  adj.-gen.  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  forces,  did  meet  on  board  his 
majefty’s  (hip  Abergavenny,  the 
goth  April,  1798,  when  the  follow- 
ingconditions  were  mutually  agreed 
on,  and  have  been  fince  ratified, 
on  the  one  part  bv  brigadier-gene¬ 
ral  Maitland,  commanding  in  chief 
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his  majefty’s  forces ;  and  on  the 
other  by  general  Touffaint  1’Ou- 
verture,  commanding  the  French 
army. 

Conditions  agreed  upon  between 
Lieutenant-colonel  Nightingale 
Deputy  Adj. -gen.  tohis  Britannic 
Majefty’s  Forces,  and  Monfieur 
Huin,  Adjutant-general  to  the 
Army  of  General  Tou  (Taint 
L’Ouverture,  who  are  refpedtive- 
ly  invefted  with  full  Powers  for 
that  Purpofe. 

i ft.  The  towns  of  Port-au- 
Prince,  Saint  Marc’s,  and  their  de« 
pendencies,  with  their  prefent 
works,  and  the  parifti  of  L’Arca- 
haye,  fhall  be  left  to  general  Touf- 
faint  L’Ouverture  in  the  date 
agreed  upon  between  us  ;  viz.  all 
the  iron  guns  to  be  rendered  un- 
ferviceable^  except  three  or  four, 
by  verbal  agreement  between  us, 
in  a  given  time,  which  fhall  be 
fixed  at  the  period  when  the  Bri- 
tifli  forces  can  conveniently  be 
withdrawn. 

2d.  As  an  exprefs  condition,  and 
in  confequence  of  the  firft  article, 
general  Touffaint  L’Ouverture  en¬ 
gages,  in  the  moft  folemn  and  po- 
fitive  manner,  to  guarantee  the 
lh  -es  and  properties  of  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  who  may  choofe  to  remain. 

3d.  In  order  to  facilitate  and  ac- 
complifh  thefe  conditions,  it  is 
agreed  that  there  fhall  be  a  fufpen- 
fion  of  arms  for  a  limited  time,  not 
exceeding  five  weeks  from  this  day. 
Done  on  board  his  majefty’s  ftiip 
Abergavenny,  in  the  road  of 
Port-au-Prince,  this  30th  day 
of  April,  179S. 

(Signed)  Huin,  adjutant-general 
of  the  army  of  the  French  re¬ 
public. 

(Signed)  M.  Ntghtingall, 
dep.  adj. -general  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  forces. 

Admiralty  Office ,  June  26,  1  798. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of 
1798. 


St.  Vincent,  K.  B.  Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  .Majefty’s  Ships 
and  Veflels  in  the  Mediterranean, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on 
board  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Ville 
de  Paris,  the  30th  of  May,  1798. 
SIR, 

I  inclofe  a  letter  from  captain 
Digby,  of  his  majefty’s  ftiip  the  Au¬ 
rora,  acquainting  me  with  his  hav¬ 
ing  captured  a  Spanilh  brig  with 
difpatches  from  the  Havannah. 

I  am,  fir,  &c.  &c. 

Vincent. 

His  majejty  s  Jhip  Aurora ,  River 
Tagus ,  May  27,  1798. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  accuaint 
you,  that  on  my  return  from  fee¬ 
ing  the  Newfoundland  convoy  to 
the  wefhvard,  I  captured,  on  the 
8th  inftant,  in  lat.  33  deg.  N.  long. 
26  deg.  W.  El  Recevifo,  Spanifti 
brig,  mounting 6  guns,  Jofeph  Me¬ 
dina  commander,  47  days  from 
Havannah,  with  government  di* 
fpatches. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

H.  Digby. 

Earl  St.  Vincent,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Admiralty  Office ,  June  26,  1798, 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Admi¬ 
ral  Harvey,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  and 
Veflels  at  the  Leeward  lflands, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on 
board  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Baffe- 
Terre  Road,  St.  Chriftopher’s, 
May  13,  179$. 

SIR, 

I  herewith  inclofe,  for  their 
lordlhips’  information,  a  copy  of 
a  letter  which  I  have  received  from 
captain  Dickinfon,  commander  of 
his  majefty’s  (loop  Vi6forieufe, 
giving  an  account  of  his  having 

00  c> 

been  attacked  off  Guadaloupe  by 
two  French  privateers,  one  of 
which  he  captured,  and  the  other 
efcaped,  from  his  not  being  able  to 
purfue  her  without  leaving  his  coo- 
(F)  voy. 
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voy.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Henry  Harvey. 

Viftorieuft ,  St.  Kilt's,  May  12,  i  798. 

SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that 
on  the  7th  inft.  paffing  to  leeward 
of  Guadaloupe  in  his  majefty’s 
Hoop  Vifforieufe  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  with  the  trade  of  Trinidad 
for  St.  Kitt’s,  we  faw  two  French 
privateers  to  the  windward,  who 

had  the  temerity  to  bear  down  and 
* 

attack  us,  with  an  intention  of  car¬ 
rying  us  by  boarding.  The  one 
was  a  fchooner  of  12  guns  and  80 
men,  the  other  a  Hoop  of  6  guns 
and  men.  The  Hoop  very 
fhortly  (truck,  being  nearly  funk, 
and  proves  to  be  the  Brutus,  com¬ 
manded  by  citizen  Rouffel,  be¬ 
longing  to  Guadaloupe,  ten  days 
out,  and  had  not  taken  any  thing; 
had  4  killed  and  4  wounded.  The 
fchooner,  I  am  forry  to  lay,  got  off, 
though  extremely  damaged,  and 
loft  many  men,  owing  to  my  not 
being  able  to  chafe  far  from  the 
convoy. 

j 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

E.  S.  Dickinson. 
Rear-Admiral  Harvey,  commander 
in  chief,  &c.  &c. 

Admiralty  Office,  June  26,  1798. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  Harvey,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships  and 
Veffels  at  the  Leeward  Iflands, 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  on 
board  the  Prince  of  Wales,  St. 
Chriftopher’s,  the  13  th  May, 
1 798- 
SIR, 

I  am  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  their  lordlhips,  that 
captain  Warren,  in  his  majefty’s 
Hoop  Scourge,  on  the  ift  inftant 
chafed  on  lliore  on  St.  Martin’s  a 
French  privateer  brig,  of  14  guns. 
The  crew,  after  fetting  fife  to 
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her,  got  on  fhore,  and  (lie  blew  up 
before  the  boats  which  were  fent 
from  the  Scourge  could  get  to  her, 
and  was  confequently  totally  de- 
ftroyed.' 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

Henry  Harvey. 

Prince  of  Wales ,  Bajje-Terre  Roadr 

St.  Chriflopher’sy  May  13,  1798. 

SIR, 

I  have  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  their  Iordfhips,  that 
the  under-mentioned  French  pri¬ 
vateers,  which  had  been  fitted  out 
at  Guadaloupe  and  Porro  Rico, 
have  been  captured  and  fent  into 
the  different  iflands  at  the  periods, 
and  by  the  (hips  and  veffels  of  his 
majefty’s  fquadron  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  as  againft  their  names  ex- 
prefled. 

By  the  Solebay,  captain  Poyntz, 
17th  March,  1798,  off  Antigua, 
Auguftine  fchooner,  of  two  guild 
and  23  men. 

By  the  Matilda,  capt.  Mitford, 
29th  and  31ft  of  March,  1798,  to 
the  northward  of  Antigua,  Le  Van- 
teur  Hoop,  of  10  guns  and  64 
men  ;  and  L’Aigle  brig,  of  12  guns 
and  86  men. 

By  L’Aimable  and  Scourge,  cap¬ 
tains-  Lobb  and  Warren,  6th  and 
8th  ultimo,  off  Porto  Rico,  Le 
Triomphe  brig,  of  14  guns  and 
88  men  :  alfo  Chaffeur  fchooner, 
of  2  guns  and  18  men  ;  and  on 
the  20th,  by  L’Aimable  alone, 
L’Efpiegle  fchooner,  of  2  guns  and 
18  men  ;  by  the  Requin,  command¬ 
ed  by  lieutenant  Senhpufe,  the  ift 
inftant,  off  St.  Bartholomew’s,  Mu- 
tine  Hoop,  of  6  guns  and  44  men. 

By  the  Tamer,  captain  Weftern, 
2d  inft.  to  windward  of  Barbadoes, 
Branle-bas  fchooner,  of  8 guns  and 
82  men. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Henry  Harvey.. 
Evan  Nepean,  efq. 
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Whitehall ,  June  26,  1798.  A 
difpatch,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy,  has  been  this  day  received 
from  his  excellency  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland,  by  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Portland,  his  majefty’s 
principal  fecretary  of  Irate’  for  the 
home  department. 

Dublin  Cajlle,  June  22,  1798. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  fatisfadion  of  tranf- 
mitting  to  your  grace  an  extrad  of 
a  letter  received  this  morning  bv 
lord  vifcount  Caftlereagh,  from 
lieutenant-general  Lake,  dated  En- 
nifcorthy,  the  2 id  inftant,  and  a 
letter  dated  the  fame  day  at  Burris, 
from  major-general  iir  Charles  Af- 
gill,  which  contain  details  of  the 
advantages  obtained  by  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  forces  again  ft  the  rebels  in  the 
county  of  Wexford.  Private  ac¬ 
counts  mention  that  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  Lake  had  his  horfe  fhot  under 
him. 

I  alfo  inclofe  to  your  grace  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  fir  Hugh 
O’Reilly,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
Weft-meat h  regiment  of  militia, 
which  contains  a  report  of  an  ac¬ 
tion  againft  a  body  of  infurgents, 
near  Cloghnakilty,  and  which  I 
Shortly  mentioned  to  your  grace  in 
my  difpatch  of  yefterday. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Cornwallis. 
His  grace  the  duke  of  Portland,  &c. 

Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Lake,  to  Lord  Vif¬ 
count  Caftlereagh,  dated  Ennif- 
corthy,  June  21. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lordftiip,  for  his  excellency 
the  lord  lieutenant’s  information, 
that  the  rebel  camp  upon  Vinegar- 
hill  was  attacked  this  morning  at 
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feven  o’clock,  and  carried  in  about 
an  hour  and  a  half. 

The  relative  importance  of  this 
very  ftrong  pofition  with  our  ope¬ 
rations  againft:  Wexford,  made  it 
neceflary  to  combine  our  attacks 
fo  as  to  infure  fuqcefs.  A  column, 
under  major-generals  Johnfonand 
Euftace,  was  drawn  from  Rofs,  and 
began  the  attack  upon  the  town  of 
Ennifcorthy,  fituate  upon  the  right 
bank  of\Sianey,  clofe  under  Vine¬ 
gar-hill,  upon  the  right,  and  rather 
in  the  rear  of  it. 

Lieutenant-general  Dundas  com¬ 
manded  the  centre  column,  fup- 
ported  by  a  column  upon  the  right 
under  major-generals  fir  j.  Duff 
and  Loftus  ;  a  fourth  column,  up¬ 
on  the  left,  was  commanded  by  the 
hon.  major-general  Needham.  To 
.  the  determined  fpirit  with  which 
thefe  columns  were  conduced,  and 
the  great  gallantry  of  the  troops, 
we  are  indebted  for  the  ftiort  re¬ 
ft  fiance  of  the  rebels,  who  main¬ 
tained  their  ground  obftinately  for 
the  time  above-mentioned  ;  but  on 
perceiving  the  danger  of  being  fur- 
rounded,  they  fled  with  great  pre¬ 
cipitation.  Their  lofs  is  not  yet 
al'certained,  but  it  muft  be  very 
confiderable.  The  lofs  on  our  part 
is  not  great,  the  particulars  of 
which  I  (ball  report  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  for- 
rv  to  fav,  that  lieutenant  Sandvs, 
of  the  Longford  regiment,  is  kill¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  colonel  King,  of  the 
Sligo,  was  wounded  in  gallantly 
leading  his  regiment.  Lord  Blay  - 
nev  and  colonel  Vefev,  of  the 
countv  of  Dublin  regiment,  are 
alfo  wounded  ;  but,  I  am  happy  to 
add,  that  the  wounds  of  thofe  three 
officers  are  very  flight. 

I  cannot  too  highly  exprefs  mv 
obligations,  particularly  to  lieute¬ 
nant- general  Dundas,  and  the  gene- 
(F  2)  ~  ral 
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rai  officers,  on  this  occafion,  for  the 
abilities  and  ardour  fo  ftrongly  ma- 
nifefted  by  them  ;  nor  to  the  officers 
of  every  rank,  and  the  private  men, 
for  a  prompt,  brave,  and  effe&ual 
execution  of  their  orders. 

To  colonel  Campbell,-  with  his 
light  battalion,  I  am  much  indebt¬ 
ed  for  their  very  Ipirited  attack  ; 
and  great  praife  is  due  to  the  earl 
of  Ancram  and  lord  Roden,  for 
their  gallant  charge  with  their  re¬ 
giments  at  the  moment  the  cavalry 
was  wanted  to  complete  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  day. 

It  is  with  great  gratitude  I  alfo 
beg  leave  to  mention  the  able  af- 
fiftance  I  received  from  major-ge¬ 
nerals  Hewitt  and  Cradock,  and 
from  colonel  Handheld,  on  this,  as 
I  do  on  all  occafions ;  and  fhould 
be  extremely  wanting  to  myfelf,  as 
well  as  to  lord  Glentworth,  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  Blyth  and  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  Read  (who  did  me 
the  honour  to  volunteer  their  fer- 
vice,  and  accompany  me  from 
Dublin),  were  I  to  omit  exprelT- 
ing  the  high  fenfe  I  entertain 
of  their  active  and  rueful  aid  to  me 
this  morning.  I  alfo  beg  leave  to 
mention  in  the  fame  warm  terms 
my  aide-de-camp,  captain  Nichol- 
fon. 

To  the  rapid  and  weli-dire&ed 
fire  of  the  royal  artillery,  and  the 
gallantry  of  their  officers  and  men, 
for  which  they  have  ever  been  di- 
ftinguifhed,  I  confider  myfelf  this 
day  highly  indebted ;  and  I  am 
happy  in  expreffing  my  obligations 
to  captain  Bloomfield,  command¬ 
ing  the  Britifh,  and  captain  Craw¬ 
ford,  commanding  the  Irifh  royal 
artillery,  with  the  officers  and  men 
under  their  command. 

I  have,  &c.  '  G.  Lake. 

P.  S.  I  have  juft  learned  that 
lieut.-col.  Cole  is  (lightly  wounded. 
Inclofed  is  a  return  of  the  ord¬ 


nance  taken  on  Vinegar-hill,  in 
which  are  included  three  taken  froiri 
us  on  the  4th  of  June. 

Return  of  Ordnance,  as  takeft  from 
the  Rebels  on  Vinegar-hill,  21ft 
June,  1798. 

3  fix-pounders,  brafs,  1  three- 
pounder,  7  one-pounders,  ‘1  five 
half-inch  howitzer,  1  four  half-inch 
howitzer.  Total  13. 

Rounds  of  Ammunition. 

17  fix-pounders,  30  one-pound¬ 
ers,  11  five  half-inch  howitzers. 

Note.— -A  cart,  with  avaft  varie¬ 
ty  of  balls  of  different  diameters, 
had  been  thrown  down  the  hill  af¬ 
ter  the  a<ftion,  and  immenfe  quan¬ 
tities  of  lead  and  leaden  balls  deli¬ 
vered  over  to  the  Dunbarton  fenci- 
bles. 

Robert  Crawford,  R.I.  A. 

Bon  is ,  June  2 1 . 

Mv  Lord, 

Having  received  intelligence  that 
many  of  the  rebels,  who  probably 
had  efcaped  from  their  camps  in 
Wexford,  had  collected  near  Black- 
ftains  Mountain,  and  were  pre¬ 
vented  from  proceeding  farther, 
owing  to  the  pofts  which  I  occu¬ 
pied,  by  lieutenant-general  Lake’s 
orders,  on  the  Barrow,  I  marched 
yefterdav  morning  from  hence 
with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in 
two  divifions,  by  different  routes, 
to  attack  them.  I  found  them 
fcattered  through  the  country  in 
confiderable  numbers ;  upwards  of 
an  hundred  were  killed,  the  re¬ 
mainder  difperfed,  and  feveral  arms 
and  pikes  were  taken. 

Lord  Loftus,  of  the  Wexford 
militia,  commanded  one  party  un¬ 
der  my  orders  ;  the  honourable  co- 
lonel  Howard,  of  the  Wicklow, 
the  other.  The  troops  behaved,  as 
ufual,  in  the  moft  gallant  manner. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Charles  Asgill,  maj.-gen. 
Right  hon.  lord  Caftiereagh. 


SIR, 
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SIR,  Bandon,  June  20. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  a  party  of  the  Weftmeath  re- 
giment*  confifting  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  men,  rank  and  file,  with 
two  fix-pounde'rs,  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  was  yefterday  attacked  on 
our  inarch  from  Cloghnakilty  to 
Bandon,  near  a  village  called  Bal- 
lynafcarty,  by  the  rebels,  who  took 
up  the  beft  pofition  on  the  whole 
march. 

The  attack  was  made  from  a 
height  on  the  left  of  our  column  of 
march,  with  very  great  rapidity, 
and  without  the  leaft  previous  no¬ 
tice,  by  between  three  and  four 
hundred  men,  as  nearly  as  I  can 
judge,  armed  moftly  with  pikes, 
and  very  few  with  fire-arms.  We 
had  hardly  time  to  form,  but  very 
foon  repulfed  them  with  confidera- 
ble  lofs,  when  they  retreated  pre¬ 
cipitately,  but  not  in  great  confu- 
fion  ;  and  when  they  regained  the 
height,  I  could  perceive  that  they 
were  joined  by  a  confiderable 
force.  I,  with  the  greateft  diffi¬ 
culty  and  riik  to  the  officers,  re¬ 
trained  the  men,  halted,  and  form¬ 
ed  the  greater  part  of  them,  when 
I  faw  that  the  enemy  were  filing  off 
a  high  bank,  with  an  intent  to  take 
poffeffionof  our  guns. 

A  detachment  of  an  hundred 
men  of  the  Caithnefs  legion,  under 
the  command  of  major  Innes,  on 
its  march  to  replace  us  at  Clogh- 
nakilty,  hearing  our  fire,  prefied  for¬ 
ward,  and  very  critically  fired  up¬ 
on  them,  whilft  we  were  forming, 
and  made  them  fly  in  every  direc¬ 
tion  with  great  precipitation.  At 

the  fame  moment  a  verv  canfidera- 
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ble  force  ihowed  itfelf  on  the 
heights  in  our  rear.  A  vail:  num¬ 
ber  of  pikes  appeared,  and  fome 
with  hats  upon  them,  and  other  fig- 
nals,  I  fuppofe,  to  colled!  their' 
forces.  I  ordered  the  guns  to  pre- 
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pare  for  adfion,  and  very  fortunate¬ 
ly  brought  them  to  bear  upon  the 
enemy  with  good  effect,  as  they 
difperfed  in  a  fhort  time,  and  mull 
have  left  a  confiderable  number  of 
dead.  Some  were  killed  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  carry  away  the  dead  bodies. 
It  is  impolfible  to  afcertain  the  lofs 
of  the  enemy;  but  a  dragoon,  who 
came  this  morning  from  Cloghna- 
kilty  to  Bandon,  reports  that  their 
lofs  is  one  hundred  and  thirty. 

I  feel  moil  highly  gratified  by 
the  condut!  and  fpirit  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  or  the  Weftmeath  re¬ 
giment,  and  had  only  to  complain 
of  the  too  great  ardour  of  the  latter, 
which  it  was  almoft  impolfible  to 
reftrain.  I  cannot  give  too  much 
praife  to  major  Innes,  captain  In¬ 
nes,  and  all  the  officers,  non-com- 
miifioned  officers,  and  privates,  of 
the  Caithnefs  legion,  for  their  cool, 
fieady,  conduc'd,  and  the  very  effec¬ 
tual  lupport  1  received  from  them. 
Our  lofs  was  one  ferjeant  and  one 
private. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.  O’Reilly, 
Lt.-col.  Weftmeath  regiment. 
Lieut-gen.  fir  James  Stewart,  bart. 

Whitehall ,  June  26,  1  79B .  Di- 
fpatches  have  been  received  here 
from  his  excellency  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland,  which  bring  the 
intelligence  of  lieutenant-general 
Lake's  having  taken  poffeffion  of 
Wexford  on  the  22c!  inftant. 

Whitehall ,  June  26.  A  dif patch, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
has  been  this  day  received  from  his 
excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  by  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Portland,  his  majeftv’s  principal  fe  • 
cretary  of  ftate  for  the  home  depart¬ 
ment. 

Dublin  Cajlle ,  June  24?  I  79^* 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to 
(F  3)  yout 
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your  grace  a  difpatch  received  by 
lord  vifcount  Caftlereagh,  this  day, 
from  lieutenant-general  Lake,  dat¬ 
ed  Wexford,  the  22d  i  n  if  ant,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  letter  from  brigadier- 
general  Moore,  containing  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  important  fucceffes. 

!.  aifo  inclofe  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
pofals  made  by  the  rebels  in  the 
town  of  Wexford,  to  lieutenant- 
general  Lake,  and  his  anfwer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

Cornwallis. 
His  grace  theduke  of  Portland,  Sec. 

My  Lord,  Wexford,  June  22, 
Yefterday  afternoon  I  had  the 
honour  to  difpatch  a  letter  to  your 
lordftiip,  from  Ennifcorthy,  with 
the  transactions  of  the  day,  for  his 
excellency  the  lord  lieutenant’s  in¬ 
formation  ;  and  the  inclofed  copy 
of  a  letter  from  brigadier-general 
Moore  to  major-general  Johnfon, 
will  account  for  my  having  enter¬ 
ed  this  place  without  oppofition. 
General  Moore,  with  his  ufual  en- 
terprife  and  activity,  puflfed  on  to 
this  town,  and  entered  it  fo  oppor¬ 
tunely,  as  to  prevent  it  from  being 
laid  in  aihes,  and  the  mafiacre  of 
the  remaining  prifoners,  which  the 
rebels  declared  their  refolution-  of 
carrying  into  effedt  the  next  day  ; 
and  there  can  be  little  doubt  it 
would  have  taken  place,  for  the 
day  before  they  murdered  above 
feventy  prifoners,  and  threw  their 
bodies  over  the  bridge. 

Inclofed  is  a  copy  of  my  anfwer 
to  the  propofal  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  town,  tranfmitted  in  my 
letter  of  yefterday  to  your  lordfhip. 
The  evacuation  of  the  town  by  the 
rebels  renders  it  unneceffary.  I 
have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  your 
lord  {hip,  that  the  fubferiber  of  the 
jnfolent  propofals,  Mr.  Keughe, 
and  one  of  their  principal, leaders, 
Mr.  Roach,  with  a  few  others,  are 
in  my  hands  without  negotiation. 
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The  rebels  are  reported  to  be  in 
fome  force  within  five  miles  of  this 
place;  it  is  fuppofed,  forthepur- 
pofe  of  fubmifiion,  to  which  the 
event  of  yefterday  may  ftrengthen 
their  inclination,  I  have  reafon  to 
think  that  there  are  a  number  fo 
difpofed,  and  that  I  fhall  be  able  to 
fecure  fome  more  of  their  leaders; 
but,  fhould  I  be  difappointed  in  my 
expectation's,  and  find  they  collect 
in  any  force,  I  fhali  lofe  no  time  in, 
attacking  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  Lake. 

From  inquiry,  the  numbers  kill¬ 
ed  yefterday  were  very  great  in¬ 
deed. 

Lord  vifcount  Caftlereagh. 

Camp  above  Wexford,  June  22, 
Dear  General, 

Agreeable  to  your  order  I  took 
poft  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  near 
Fook’s  Mill,  in  the  park  of  Mr. 
Sutton.  Next  day  I  fent  a  ftrong 
detachment,  under  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  Wilkinfon.to  patrole  towards 
Tintern  and  Cion  mines,  with  a 
view  to  fcour  the  country  and  com- 

*  y 

municate  with  the  troops  you  di¬ 
rected  me  to  join  from  Duncannon. 
The  lieutenant-colonel  found  the 
country  deferted,  and  got  no  tid¬ 
ings  of  the  troops.  I  waited  for 
them  until  three  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  when,  defpairing  of  their 
arrival,  I  began  my  march  to 
Taghmon.  We  had  not  marched 

O 

above  half  a  mile,  when  a  confider- 
able  body  of  the  rebels  was  per¬ 
ceived  marching  towards  us.  I 
fent  my  advanced-guard,  confifthpg 
of  the  two  rifle  companies  of  the 
60th  regiment,  to  fkirmifh  with 
them,  whiift  a  howitzer  and  a  fix- 
pounder  were  advanced  to  a  crofs- 
road  above  Goff’s  bridge,  and  fome 
companies  of  light  infantry  form¬ 
ed  oh  each  fide  of  them,  under 
lieut0-col.  Wilkinfon.  The  rebels 
k  '  "  1  -  '  attempted 
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attempted  to  attack  thefe,  but  were 
inftantly  repulfed  and  driven  be¬ 
yond  the  bridge.  A  large  body 
were  perceived  at  the  fame  time 
moving  toward^  my  left.  Major 
Aylmer,  and  afterwards  major  Da¬ 
niel,  with  five  companies  of  light 
infantry  and  a  fix-pounder,  were 
detached  a  gain  it  them.  The  both 
regiment,  finding  no  further  oppofi- 
tion  in  front,  had  of  themfelves 
inclined  to  their  left,  to  engage  the 
body  which  was  attempting  to  turn 
us.  The  aCtion  here  was  for  a 
fhort  time  pretty  fharp.  The  re¬ 
bels  were  in  great  numbers,  and 
armed  with  both  mulkets  and 
pikes  ;  they  were,  however,  forced 
to  give  way,  and  drive,  though 
they  repeatedly  attempted  to  form 
behind  the  ditches.  They  at  laft 
difperfed,  flying  towards  Ennifcor- 
thy  and  Wexford. 

Their  killed  could  not  be  as¬ 
certained,  as  they  lay  lcattered  in 
the  fields  over  a  confiderable  ex¬ 
tent,  but  they  feemed  to  be  nume¬ 
rous.  I  incloie  a  lift  of  ours. 
The  troops  behaved  with  great  fpi- 
rit  ;  the  artillery  and  Hompefch’s 
cavalry  were  aCHve,  and  feemed 
only  to  regret  that  the  country  did 
not  admit  of  their  rendering  more 
effedhial  Service.  Major  Daniel  is 
the  only  officer  whole  wound  is 
bad  ;  it  is  through  the  knee,  but 
not  dangerous. 

The  bufinefs,  which  began  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four,  was  not  over 
till  near  eight.  It  was  then  too 
late  to  proceed  to  Taghmon.  I 
took  poft  for  the  night  on  the 
ground  where  the  adlion  had  com- 
me  need.  As  the  rebels  gave  way, 
I  was  informed  of  the  approach  of 
the  2d  and  29th  regiments,  under 
lord  Dalhoufie.  In  the  morning  of 
the  2 1  ft  we  were  proceeding  to 
Taghmon,  when  I  was  met  by  an 
officer  of  the  North  Cork,  from 


Wexford,  with  the  inelofed  letters. 

I  gave,  of  courSe,  no  anfwer  to  the 
propofal  made  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Wexford,  but  I  thought  it  my 
duty  immediately  to  proceed  here, 
and  to  take  poft  above  the  town, 
by  which  means  I  have,  perhaps. 
Saved  the  town  itfelf  from  fire,  as 
well  as  the  lives  of  many  loyal  Sub¬ 
jects  who  were  prifoners  in  the 
hands  of  the  rebels.  The  rebels 
fled  upon  my  approach,  over  the 
bridge  of  Wexford,  and  towards 
the  barony  of  Forth.  I  fhall  wait 
here  your  farther  orders.  Lord 
Kinglborough  lias  informed  me  of 
different  engagements  he  had  en¬ 
tered  into  with  refpeCt  to  the  in¬ 
habitants.  I  have  declined  en¬ 
tering  upon  the  fnbjeCI,  but  have 
referred  his  lordlliip  to  you  or  ge¬ 
neral  Lake. 

I  received  your  pencilled  note 
during  the  a  ft  ion  of  the  20th  ; 
it  was  impofiible  for  me  then  to  de¬ 
tach  the  troops  you  afked  for  :  but 
I  hear  you  have  perfectly  Succeed¬ 
ed  at  Ennifcorthy  with  thofe  you 
had  Mr.  Roche,  who  commands 
the  rebels,  is  encamped,  I  hear, 
about  five  miles  off.  He  has  Sent, 
to  lord  Kinglborough  to  furrender 
upon  terms.  Your  prefence  fpeed- 
ily  is  upon  every  account  extreme¬ 
ly  neceffary. 

I  am,  &c.  John  Moore. 
Major-general  Johnfon. 

P.  S.  It  is  difficult  to  judge  of 
the  numbers  of  rebels,  they  appear 
in  Inch  crowds  and  fo  little  order. 
Information  ftates  thofe  we  beat  to 
have  been  between  five  and  fix 
thou  land. 

Proposals  of  the  Rebels. 

June  21,  I  798. 

That  capt.  M‘Manus  lhall  pro¬ 
ceed  from  Wexford  towards  Ou- 
lart,  accompanied  by  Mr.  E.  Hay*, 
appointed  by  the  inhabitants  of  all 
religious  perfuafions,  to  inform 
(F  4)  the 
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the  officer  commanding  the  king’s 
troops,  that  they  are  ready  to  deli¬ 
ver  up  the  town  of  Wexford  with¬ 
out  oppofition,  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  return  to  their  allegi¬ 
ance,  provided  that  their  perfons 
and  properties  are  guaranteed  by 
the  commanding  officer,  and  that 
they  will  ufe  every  influence  in 
their  power  to  induce  the  people  of 
the  country  at  large  to  return  to 
their  allegiance  alfo.  Thefe  terms 
we  hope  capt.  M‘Manus  will  be 
able  to  procure- 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  town  of  Wexford, 
Matthew  Keughe. 

Answer. 

Ennifcorthy ,  June  22,  1798. 

Lieutenant-general  Lake  cannot 
attend  to  any  terms  offered  by  rer 
bels  in  armsagainft  their  iovereign. 
While  they  continue  fo,  he  muff 
life  the  force  entrufted  to  him  with 
the  utmoft  energy  for  their  deftruc- 
tion. 

To  the  deluded  multitude  he  pro- 
mifes  pardon,  on  their  delivering 
into  his  hands  their  leaders,  fur¬ 
rendering  their  arms,  and  return¬ 
ing  with  finceritv  to  their  allegi¬ 
ance.  (Signed)  G.  Lake. 
To  the  inhabitants  of  Wexford. 

This  gazette  alfo  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  capture  of  the  Caro¬ 
line  French  privateer,  pierced  for 
20  guns,  carrying  twelves  and 
fixes,  mod  of  which  were  thrown 
overboard  in  chafe,  and  105  men, 
and  the  Henry  of  Liverpool,  her 
prize  ;  alfo  an  American  fhip, 
which  had  been  taken  fome  days 
before  by  his  majefty’s  fliip  Phoe¬ 
nix,  papt.  Halfted. 

29.  This  day  his  majefty  went  in 
the  ufual  date  to  the  houfe  of  peers, 
where  an  end  was  put  to  the  late  fef- 
fion  of  parliament,  by  a  mod  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne  ;  after  which 
t^e  lord  chancellor,  by  his  majefty ’s 


command,  prorogued  the  parliament 
to  Wednefday  the  8th  of  Auguft. 

Whitehall,  June  30,  1798.  A 
difpatch,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy,  has  been  received  from  his 
excellency  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  by  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Portland,  his  majefty’s  principal 
fecretary  of  date  for  the  home  de¬ 
partment. 

Dublin  C a  file,  June  2  C. 
Mv  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  of  inclofing 

to  your  grace  the  copy  of  a  letter 

received  this  day  by  lord  Caftle- 

reagh,  from  major-general  fir 

Charles  Afgill,  and  a  return  of  the 

killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  by  the 

attack  on  Vinegar-hill,  and  the 

town  of  Ennifcorthv. 

* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Cornwallis. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Portland. 
Kilkenny ,  June  24,  1 798,  9  o’clock , 
P.  M. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that,  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
23d  inflant,  I  received  information 
that  the  rebels,  amounting  to  feve-* 
ral  thoufands,  had  efcaped  from 
the  countv  of  Wexford,  and  formed 
a  camp  at  Killymount,  and  were 
proceeding  to  Gore’s  bridge.  I  in- 
flantly  afl'embled  all  the  *  force  I 
could  colletff,  and  marched  towards 
them.  I  did  not  arrive  in  time  tQ 
prevent  their  defeating  a  detach¬ 
ment  at  that  place,  and  taking 
twenty -four  men  of  the  Wexford 
militia  prifoners;  they  marched  off 
rapidly  towards  Leighlin :  the  troops 
from  thence,  confiding  of  a  fmall 
party  of  the  9th  dragoons  com¬ 
manded  by  Jieut.  Higgins,  lieut. 
colonel  Rochfort’s,  and  captain 
Cornwall’s  yeomanry,  killed  fixty 
of  them.  Night  coming  on,  I  could 
not  purfue  them  any  further.  By 
the  pofition  they  took  up  near  Shar- 
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kill.*  I  conceived  their  intentions 
were  to  form  a  jun£tion  with  the 
colliers  at  Caftlecomer.  As  foon 
as  the  troops  were  able  to  move, 
I  marched  with  900  men  to  attack 
them,  and  was  lorry  to  find  they 
had  burned  the  whole  town,  and 
forced  the  foldiers  who  were  in  it 
to  retire  before  my  arrival.  Hav¬ 
ing  cleared  the  town  with  the  guns, 
I  attacked  them  on  all  tides :  about 
400  were,killed,  the  remainder  fled. 
They  were  commanded  by  a  prielf, 
called  Murphy,  and  their  numbers 
are  faid  to  amount  to  5000.  Our 
lofs  was  inconfiderable.  My  force 
confified  of  the  Wexford  and  Wick¬ 
low  militia,  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Loftus,  and  the  hon.  colonel 
Howard.  The  dragoons  were  com¬ 
manded  by  major  Donaldfon  of  the 
9th  dragoons,  and  major  Barnard  of 
the  Romney  fencibles,  with  feveral 
yeomanry  corps  from  this  county 
and  Carlow,  who,  as  well  as  the 
other  troops,  are  entitled  to  my 
warmefl  praife  for  their  bravery 
and  alertnefs  on  this  and  every  oc- 
cafion.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
&c.  (Signed)  C.  Asgill, 

Major-general. 
Return  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  miffing,  on  the  21ft  of  June, 
in  the  Attack  of  Vinegar  Hill, 

and  the  Town  of  Ennifcorthv. 

•» 

Lieutenant-general  Dundas’s  corps 
—-major-general  fir  James  Duff’s  bri¬ 
gade — 89th  regiment,  1  rank  and 
file  killed. 

Needham’s  brigade — 7th  dra¬ 
goon  guards,  1  captain  wounded. 

Wiiford's  brigade — 9th  dragoons, 
1  rank  and  file  killed. — Dunlavin 
yeoman  cavalry,  1  rank  and  file 
wounded.  Firft  battalion  of  light 
infantry,  1  fubaltern  killed,  1  fer¬ 
jeant  wounded,  2  rank  and  file  kill¬ 
ed,  18  ditto  wounded,  3  ditto  miff¬ 
ing.  Sligo  militia,  1  field  officer 
wounded,  2  rank  and  file  killed, 
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3  ditto  w’ounded.  Suffolk  fencibles, 

2  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Names  of  officers  killed  and 
wounded. — Colonel  King  of  the 
Sligo  corps,  wounded.  Captain 
Dunne,  of  7th  dragoon  guards, 
wounded.  Lieutenant  S.  Sand's,  of 
the  Longford  corps,  killed. 

Major-general  Johnfon’s  corps — 
Royal  Britifh  artillery,  1  rank  and 
file  wounded.  Mid-Lothian,  r 
fubaltern  wounded,  1  rank  and  file 
wounded.  Hompefch’s  huffars,  2 
rank  and  file  wounded.  Fifth  bat¬ 
talion,  60th  regiment,  j  captain 
wounded,  1  ferjeant  miffing,  5  rank 
and  file  killed,  5  ditto  wounded. 
Fourth  battalion,  1  fubaltern  killed, 

1  ditto  wounded,  1  ferjeant  killed, 

3  rank  and  file  killed,  22  ditto 
wounded,  1  ditto  miffing.  Royal 
Meath  regiment,  1  ferjeant  killed. 
Roicommon  ditto,  1  rank  and  file 
wounded,  1  ditto  nrffing.  Dublin 
countv  ditto,  r  field  officer  wound- 
ed,  2  rank  and  file  killed,  6  ditto 
wounded. 

Names  of  officers  killed  and 
wounded. — Lieut.  Baines,  of  13th 
foot,  attached  to  4th  battalion  kill¬ 
ed.  Major  Vefey,  of  Dublin  county 
regiment,  wounded.  Capt.  Schnei¬ 
der,  of  5th  battalion,  60th  regiment, 
wounded.  Lieut.  Barker,  of  the 
Kildare,  attached  to  the  4th  battali¬ 
on,  wounded.  Lieut.  Hill,  of  the 
Mid-Lothian,  wounded. 

Total,  2  field  officers  wounded, 

2  captains  wounded,  2  fubalterns 
killed,  2  ditto  wounded,  2  ferjeants 
killed,  1  ditto  wounded,  1  ditto 
miffing,  16  rank  and  file  killed,  62- 
ditto  wounded,  5  ditto  miffing. 

G.  Hewett,  A  G* 
Admiralty  Office ,  June  29,  1798. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Sir 
Thomas  Williams,  Commander 
of  His  Majefty’s  Ship  Endymion, 
to  ‘Evan  Nepean,  Efq.  dated  off 
Wexford,  the  22d  of  June,  1 798. 

i  beg 
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I  beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  mv  lords  commiffion- 
✓ 

ers  of  the  admiralty,  that,  when 
cruifing  at  the  entrance  of  St, 
George’s  channel  with  the  fqua¬ 
dron  under  mv  command,  I  re- 
ceived  information  on  the  19th, 
that  the  king’s  troops  were  to  com¬ 
mence  their  attack  on  the  rebels  at 
Wexford,  on  the  20th  or  2ifr.  I 
immediately  proceeded  off  that  har¬ 
bour  with  the  fhips  named  in  the 
margin*,  and  five  cutters  which  I 
had  collected.  Lieutenant  Car¬ 
penter,  fenior  lieutenant  of  the  En- 
dymion,  was  immediately  difpatch- 
ed  in  command  of  the  cutters  and 
fhip’s  launches,  manned  and  armed 
with  carronades  in  their  prows,  to 
blockade  the  inward  part  of  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  to 
prevent  the  efcape  of  the  rebel 
armed  veffels,  and  others,  of  which 
they  were  in  pofieflion,  to  the 
amount  of  forty  or  fifty  fail.  On 
the  21ft,  I  was  joined  by  the  Chap¬ 
man  and  Weafel  (loops,  which, 
being  of  light  draught  of  water, 
anchored  much  nearer  in  than  the 
frigates  could  venture,  and  thereby 
gave  more  effectual  protection  to 
the  cutters  and  launches  deftined 
to  attack  the  harbour  and  fort  at  the 
entrance  of  it,  which  fired  on  them. 
On  the  arrival  of  captain  Keen,  of 
the  Chapman,  I  directed  him  to 
conduct  the  operations  of  the  cut¬ 
ters  and  launches,  and  endeavour 
to  poffefs  himfelf  of  the  harbour 
and  fort,  the  tides  being  fo  low, 
and  the  wind  blowing  out,  that  nei¬ 
ther  of  the  (loops  could  get  in. 
The  launches  proceeded  to  attack 
the  fort,  of  which  they  foon  pof- 
feffcd  themfelves,  upwards  of  200 
of  the  rebels  precipitately  retreat¬ 
ing  from  it,  leaving  behind  them 
their  colours  flying,  and  three  fix- 
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pounders.  The  launches  then  im¬ 
mediately  proceeded  up  the  har¬ 
bour;  and,  upon  their  arrival  at 
the  town,  had  the  happinefs  to  find 
the  king’s  troops  were  juft  march¬ 
ing  into  it,  they  having  entirely 
defeated  the  rebels  in  two  feparate 
attacks  on  the  20th  and  21ft,  and 
who  are  now  flying  in  all  di¬ 
rections.  Two  of  their  generals, 
Hay  and  Roche,  are  taken  prifoners. 
As  the  objeCt  of  the  fquadron  re¬ 
maining  at  anchor  here  is  now  fully 
accompli  (lied,  it  is  my  intention  to 
get  to  fea  to-morrow,  if  poiflble ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  be  informed, 
fince  the  reduction  of  Wexford, 
that  the  appearance  of  his  majefty’s 
fhips  and  veffels  off  the  harbour, 
and  the  meafures  purfued  by  them, 
has  been  attended  with  the  happieft 
confequences,  and  greatly  contri¬ 
buted  to  check  the  further  progreis 
of  the  horrible  m  a  fiacres  that  have 
been  committed  in  the  town  of 
Wexford,  difgracefui  to  humanity. 
There  being;  a  number  of  boats  and 
fmall  vefleis  along  the  coafl,  be- 
longing  to  the  rebels,  which  I  con¬ 
ceived  wouid  be  employed  in  faci¬ 
litating  the  efcape  of  the  fugitives, 
I  have  ordered  the  boats  of  the 
fquadron  in,  and  deftroyed  about 
one  hundred  of  them ;  in  forne, 
pikes  were  found  concealed.  The 
public  fervice  has  greatly  benefited 
by  the  judicious  arrangements*  of 
captain  Keen  and  lieutenant  Car¬ 
penter,  and  by  the  zeal  and  aCH- 
vitv  mauifefted  bv  them  and  the 
officers  and  people  employed  in 
the  different  fhips,  boats,  and 
launches  under  their  command,  and 
other  wife. 

JULY. 

2.  An  accident  which  hap¬ 
pened  at  Macclesfield,  this  day,  is 


thus 


*  Endymion,  Phoenix,  Glesmofe,  Melampus,  Uaicorn, 
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thus  related  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Coke. 

“  This  evening  I  went  into  the 
pulpit,  the  chapel  being  fo  full 
that  many  could  not  get  in.  While 
the  congregation  was  Tinging  the 
two  lad  lines  of  the  fecond  hymn, 
an  old  woman  cried  out,  “The  roof 
is  coming  down.”  One  of  our 
friends,  knowing  there  was  no 
manner  of  danger,  in  a  whifper 
deli  red  her  to  hold  her  tongue;  but 
it  was  too  late.  Aimoft  univerfal 
cries  and  fhrieks  took  place.  The 
people  immediately  rufhed  out. 
The  court,  which  is  but  fmall,  was 
inftantly  crowded.  None,  I  think, 
were  hurt  in  the  chapel;  but  in  the 
court,  juft  on  the  outfide  of  the 
door,  fix  women  and  a  boy  of  four 
years  old  were  thrown  down,  and, 
alas  !  alas  1  were  trod  to  death  !  It 
was  in  vain  to  cry  out,  “  Sit  Rill, 
for  there  is  no  danger.”  Nobody 
gave  the  lead  attention.  I  never 
was  fo  much  diftreffed  in  my  life; 
it  being  the  mod  awful  event  I 
ever  witneded.” 

Whitehall \  July  3.  The  follow¬ 
ing  difpatches  have  been  received 
from  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Kilkenny ,  June  26. 

My  Lord, 

Fearing  the  confequences  that 
might  refult  from  allowing  the 
rebels  who  fled  from  Wexford  to 
remain  any  length  of  time  in  this 
county,  I  preferred  attacking  them 
with  the  troops  1  already  had,  to 
waiting  till  a  reinforcement  arrived. 
My  force  amounted  to  1100  men. 
The  rebels  confided  of  about  5000 
men.  I  attacked  them  this  morn¬ 
ing  at  fix  o’clock,  in  their  pofition 
at  Kiiconnel  hill,  near  Gore’s- 
bridge,  and  foon  defeated  them. 
Their  chief,  called  Murphy,  a 
pried,  and  upwards  of  1000  men, 
were  killed  ;  10  pieces  of  cannon, 
2  fwivels,  their  colours,  and  quan¬ 
tities  of  ammunition,  arms,  cattle, 


&c.  were  taken;  and  I  have  the 
pleafure  to  add,  that  Rome  foldiers, 
who  were  made  prifoners  the  day 
before,  and  doomed  to  fuffer  death, 
were  fortunately  releafed  by  our 
troops.  Our  lofs  confided  of  feven 
men  killed  and  wounded.  The 
remainder  of  the  rebels  were  pur- 
fued  into  the  county  of  Wexford, 
where  they  difperfed  in  different 
dire&ions.  C.  Asgill. 

Dublin  Cajile3  June  28. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  grace,  that  this  day  advices 
were  received  from  lieut.  Gardner 
of  the  Antrim  militia,  dated  front 
Baitinglas,  the  26th  indant,  which 
date,  that,  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  25th,  a  very  large  body  of 
rebels  attacked  his  pod  at  Hackets- 
town.  They  were  in  number 
manv  thoufands.  Lieut.  Gardners 
forces  confided  of  50  Upper  Tal- 
botdown,  and  24  Shebagh  cavalry, 
50  of  the  Antrim  militia,  46  Hack- 
etdown,  and  30  Coolatrin  yeoman 
infantry.  He  at  fird  took  an  ad- 
vantageous  fituation  in  front  of 
the  town  ;  but,  after  a  few  diots 
without  effect,  the  rebels  filed  off 
in  every  direction  to  furround  him. 
He  theft  retreated  into  the  town  to 
defend  the  barracks.  A  conted 
took  place  in  the  midd  of  the  flame 
for  near  nine  hours,  for  the  rebels 
fet  fire  to  the  town.  They  were 
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at  lad  repulfed  with  confiderable 
lofs  ;  many  dead  were  found  in  the 
dreets  and  ditches,  and  thirty  car- 
loads  of  killed  and  wounded  were 
carried  off  in  their  retreat.  Capt. 
Hardy,  of  the  Hacketdown  yeo¬ 
man  infantry,  fell  early  in  the  ac¬ 
tion.  His  other  lofs  confids  of  10 
privates  killed,  and  1  ferjeant  and 
19  privates  wounded.  I  inclofe  to 
your  grace  a  further  account  of  the 
a<dion  near  Gore’s-bridge,  and  a 
return  of  killed  and  wounded, 

which 
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which  has  fyeen  received  from  ma¬ 
jor-general  fir  Charles  Afgill. 

Cornwallis. 

My  Lord,  Kilkenny ,  June  2 7. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  you 
inclofed  a  return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  action  with  the 
rebels  at  Kilconnel  hill,  on  the  26th 
cf  June,  and  a  return  of  the  ord¬ 
nance,  ammunition,  &c.  &c.  taken 
on  that  day.  I  have  the  pleafure 
to  afl’ure  you  that  every  thing  they 
po  fie  fled  has  fallen  into  our  hands; 
and,  from  the  fubfequent  accounts, 
the  lofs  they  fuftained  was  much 
greater  than  I  had  the  honour  of 
hating  to  you  in  my  former  di- 
fpatch.  I  have  no  doubt  but  this 
victory  will  reft  ore  the  counties  of 
Kilkenny  and  Carlow  to  peace  and 
tranquillity. 

C.  Asgill,  major-general. 
Return  of  ordnance,  colouts,  and 
ammunition  taken. 

One  colours,  5  four-pounders,  5 
/one-pounders,  gAvivels,  a  few  guns, 
and  a  number  of  pikes,  which  were 
deftroyed  as  foon  as  taken ;  a  num¬ 
ber  of  ftiot  of  different  fizes,  with  a 
quantity  of  lead  and  moulds. 

Return  of  ftores  taken. 

Black  cattle,  170;  fheep,  100; 
horfes,  7oo;-^-total,  970.  Alfo  a 
vaft  quantity  of  bedding,  blanket¬ 
ing,  and  wearing  apparel. 

J.  Lewis  Higgins. 
A  Return  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
miffing,  of  the  Troops  engaged 
at  Kilconnel  Hill,  on  the  26th 
Inftant  (June  1798),  under  the 
Command  of  Sir  Charles  Afgill. 
Total. —  1  lieutenant,  1  corporal, 
killed ;  1  ferjeant,  and  3  rank  and 
file  wounded;  5  horfes  killed,  and 
1  miffing.  Officer  killed — Lieu¬ 
tenant  Stones,  of  the  Mount  Lein- 
fter  yeoman  infantry. 

[This  gazette  alfo  contains  an 
account  of  the  capture  of  La  Julie 
privateer,  of  Nantes,  mounting  1 8 


twelve  and  fix-pounders,  and  man¬ 
ned  with  120  men,  by  the  Shannon, 
capt.  Frafer; — alfo,  by  the  fchooner 
Recovery,  capt.  Rofs,La  Revanche, 
pierced  for  12  guns,  and  had  10 
guns  and  54  men  on  board.  She 
captured  10  veffels  the  laft  cruife, 
and  19  the  preceding  one.  And, 
alfo,  the  French  privateer  fchooner 
Ldncredible,  2  long  fix-pounders, 
4  fwivels,  and  33  men. — By  the 
fleet  under  the  command  of  vice-ad¬ 
miral  Parker,  L’Hirondelle,  French 
privateer,  of  10  guns;  another  of 
6  guns;  and  another  of  6  guns, 
pierced  for  10,  and  40  men;  by  the 
Acafta  ; — alfo,  the  St.  Mary  de  Lo¬ 
vable,  of  2  guns,  and  25  men,  by 
the  Acafta  and  Ceres; — alfo,  the 
Dutch  lugger,  Sea  Hound,  pierced 
for  14  guns,  but  having  only  y 
mounted,  and  4  fwivels,  manned 
with  30  men,  by  the  (loop  Hound, 
captain  Wood.] 

Admiralty  Office,  'duly  7. 

This  gazette  contains  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  'La  Zenodone, 
French  poiacca  privateer,  mounting 
2  fixes,  6  fours,  and  2  three-pound¬ 
ers,  carrying  61  men,  by  lus  nia- 
jefty’s  ftiip  Caroline,  capt.  Luke. 

Admiralty  Office,  July  10. 

This  gazette  contains  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  a  Spanifh  letter  of 
marque,  named  the  Union,  carry¬ 
ing  12  guns,  and  32  men,  laden 
with  tallow,  hides,  and  herb  tea, 
and  eftimated  at  about  io,oool.  by 
the  Indifpenfable  letter  of  marque, 
of  14  guns  and  32  men. 

6.  This  night,  about  nine,  a  fire 
broke  out  at  a  place  called  Rat’s 
caftle,  Diot-ftreet,  St.  Giles’s,  in 
the  warehoufes  of  Mr.  Gimbert,  of 
Piccadilly,  cork-cutter  to  his  ma- 
jefty.  In  a  fhort  time  the  whole  of 
thofe  extenfive  premifes  were  burn¬ 
ed  to  the  ground,  together  with  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  cork.  The 
whole  were  mfured,  and  were  reck¬ 
oned 
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oned  the  moft  fpacious  of  the  kind 
in  the  metropolis.  Several  other 
final!  houfes  were  burnt,  but  hap¬ 
pily  no  lives  were  loft. 

14.  This  morning  were  executed 
at  Spithead  two  mutineers,  Tim- 
mings  and  Cormick,  convidled  of 
having  endeavoured  to  feife  his 
majefty’s  guu-veftel  Haughty,  and 
deliver  her  up  to  the  enemy. 

21.  Brian  was  executed  at  Portf- 
mouth,  for  mutiny  on  board  the 
Pluto. 

From  the  London  Gazette ,  July  14, 
179S. 

Admiralty  Office,  July  14. 
Extras  of  a  Letter  Jtrom  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  Vandeput,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  His  Majefty’s  Ships  and 
Veftels  at  Halifax,  to  Evan  Ne¬ 
pean,  Eiq.  dated  on  board  the 
Alia,  Halifax  Harbour,  June  23, 
1798. 

O11  the  15th  of  April,  I  put  to 
fea  with  the  fquadron,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  S.  E.  as  far  as  lati¬ 
tude  29  deg.  30  min.  aiid  longi¬ 
tude  76  deg. ;  on  the  22d  we  fell 
in  with  La  Amiable  Juana,  a  Spa- 
nifti  privateer  of  6  guns  and  46 
men,  which  was  captured  by  the 
Hind,  and  was  fent  to  Halifax.  On 
the  27th  we  fell  in  with,  and,  after 
a  chafe  of  fifteen  hours,  the  Refo- 
lution  captured,  a  fchooner  French 
privateer  from  Curaqoa,  of  4  guns, 
and  35  men;  this  privateer  had 
fome  time  before  taken  an  Ameri¬ 
can  veftel  belonging  to  Baltimore. 
On  the  15th  of  May,  with  the  To- 
paze  and  Hind  in  company,  having 
gotten  intelligence  that  three  pri¬ 
vateers  were  cruifing  off  Charles¬ 
ton,  I  ordered  captain  Larcom 
to  go  in  fearch  of  them,  and  then, 
with  the  Topaze,  I  proceeded  to¬ 


wards  this  port,  where  we  arrived 
on  the  28th  ultimo.  On  the  7th 
inftant,  arrived  a  French  fchooner 
privateer,  called  the  Revenge,  of 
14  guns,  and  84  men,  a  prize  to 
the  Thetis,  who  took  her  in  lati¬ 
tude  38,  longitude  72  ;  file  had  not 
taken  any  thing.  On  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing  came  in  the  Thetis  and 
Rover,  the  former  from  a  cruife, 
in  which  file  had  taken  a  French 
privateer  of  6  guns,  which  was  fent 
to  New  Providence.  The  Rover, 
on  her  paffage  towards  Bermuda, 
on  the  17th  of  May,  captured  and 
fent  in  a  French  floop  privateer  of 
14  guns  with  57  men  ;  flie  was  laft: 
from  Porto  Rico,  and  had  taken 
three  American  ftiips,  as  per  mar¬ 
gin.  * 

Admiralty  Office ,  July  14. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Hon.  Admiral  Lord  Bridport, 
K.  B.  to  Evan  Nepean,  Efq. 
dated  on  board  the  Roval  Georoe, 
at  fea,  July  1 1,  1798. 

The  inclofed  copies  of  letters 
will  inform  their  lordfhips  of  the 
taking  of  La  Seine,  and  the  lofs  of 
his  majefty’s  fhip  La  Pique.  On 
both  thefe  events  I  can  add  nothing 
more  than  to  exprefs  my  fatisfac- 
tion  on  this  important  capture,  and 
real  concern  for  the  accidents  that 
have  attended  it.  Captain  Milne, 
with  all  his  officers  and  people,  are 
on  board  La  Seine. 

I  am,  &c. 

Bridport. 

Jafon ,  Pertuzs  Breton ,  July  2,  1798. 

My  Lord, 

On  Friday  laft,  at  feven  A.  M. 
his  majefty’s  fquadron  under  my 
command,  conftfting  of  the  ftiips 
named  in  the  marginf,  gave  chafe 
to  a  French  frigate  oft  the  Saintes  : 


*  Ship  Thomas,  from  Liverpool  to  Philadelphia.  Ship  Merchant,  from  New  York 
to  Britlol.  Ship  Diana,  from  .New  York  to  Demarara. 
f  Jal’on,  Pujue,  and  Mermaid. 
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at  1 1  at  night,  the  Pique  brought 
her  to  acfiion,  and  continued  a  run¬ 
ning  fight,  till  the  Jafon  palled  be¬ 
tween  the  two.  At  this  inftant  the 
land  near  the  point  de  la  Trenche 
was  feen  clofe  on  our  larboard 
bow,  and  before  the  fhip  could 
anfwer  her  helm,  Ihe  took  the 
ground  clofe  to  the  enemy,  which, 
we  immediately  perceived^  had 
grounded  alfo  :  moll  unfortunate¬ 
ly,  as  the  tide  rofe,  we  hung  only 
forwards,  and  therefore  fwung  with 
our  fiern  clofe  to  the  enemy’s 
broad  fide,  who,  although  he  was 
difmafted,  did  not  fail  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  happy  pofition  ;  but 
a  well -directed  fire  was  kept  up 
from  a  few  guns  abaft,  and  at  half 
paft  two  (lie  ftruck.  Our  oppo¬ 
nent,  called  La  Seine,  was  com¬ 
manded  by  le  capitaine  Brejot,  her 
force  42  guns,  eighteen  and  nine- 
pounders  with  carronades,  and  610 
men,  including  troops ;  (lie  failed 
from  L’lfle  de  France  three  months 
ago,  bound  to  L’Orient, 

In  the  early  part  of  the  battle,  I 
had  the  mortification  to  be  wound¬ 
ed,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
deck;  but  my  misfortune  is  pal¬ 
liated  bv  the  reflexion  that  the 
fervice  did  not  fuller  by  my  ab- 
fence:  for  no  man  could  have  filled 
my  place  with  more  credit  to  him- 
felf,  and  benefit  to  the  (late,  than 
my  firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  Charles 
Inglis,  whom  I  beg  to  recommend 
in  theftrongeft  mannerfor  his  brave¬ 
ry,  (kill,  and  great  exertions. 

I  come  now,  my  lord,  to  the 
painful  part  of  my  narrative,  which 
I  am  neceffitated  to  make  more  pro¬ 
lix  than  I  othervvife  fliould,  from 
the  peculiar  circum fiances  attend¬ 
ing  the  engagement ;  and  firft  I 
mention  the  lofs  of  the  Pique, 
whole  officers  and  crew  deferved  a 
better  fate.  Captain  Milne  had  led 
her  to  the  fight  in  an  officer-like 
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manner,  but  it  was  his  misfortune, 
that,  the  main-topmaft  being  carried 
away,  he  was  obliged  to  drop  a- 
fiern:  ardour  urging  him  on  to  re¬ 
new  the  combat,  he  did  not  hear 
me  hail  him  to  anchor,  and  the 
fhip  therefore  grounded  on  our  off- 
fide,  near  enough  to  receive  the 
enemy’s  fliot  over  us,  although 
very  awkwardly  fituated  for  return¬ 
ing  the  fire.  In  the  morning  every 
attempt  was  made  to  ge*-  the  fhips 
off,  but  the  Jafon  was  alone  fuc- 
cefsful :  I  therefore,  on  finding  the 
Pique  was  bilged,  diredled  the  cap¬ 
tain  to  deftrov  her.  -and  to  exert  his 
•»  * 

abilities  and  aftivity  to  fave  the 
prize;  which  he,  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty,  got  afloat  yefterday  even¬ 
ing,  after  throwing  her  guns,  &c. 
overboard. 

The  carnage  on  board  La  Seine 
was  very  great ;  1 70  men  were 

killed,  and  about  100  wounded, 
many  of  them  mortally.  I  inclofe 
a  lift  of  the  fufferers  on  board  the 
Jafon ;  and  it  is  with  great  con¬ 
cern  that  among  the  killed  I  place 
the  name  of  Mr.  Anthony  Richard 
Robotier,  my  fecond  lieutenant, 
who  died  fighting  glorioufly,  and 
by  whofe  fall  is  loft'a  mod  amiable 
man  and  excellent  officer.  Lieut. 
Riboieau  commanded  on  the  main 
deck  afterwards,  and  behaved  with 
great  fpirit;  as  did  Mr.  Lockwood, 
the  mafter,  and  lieutenant  Symes, 
of  the  marines ;  my  other  officers 
of  every  defcription  behaved  vaftly 
well;  and  the  bravery  and  excel¬ 
lent  conduct  of  the  crew  deferve 
much  praife. 

The  Pique  was  exceedingly  {bat¬ 
tered  in  her  rigging,  and  the  Jafon 
has  not  one  maft  or  vard  but  what 

j 

is  much  damaged,  nor  a  fhroud  or 
rope  but  what  is  cut,  with  all  the 
fails  torn  to  pieces.  If  our  fhip 
could  have  remained  in  her  firft 
pofition,  or  our  companion  could 

have 
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have  occupied  the  fituation  he  w idl¬ 
ed,  the  bufinefs  mu  ft  have  been 
fooner  finidied,  without  fo  much 
injury  being  done  aloft. 

.  It  is  but  juftice  to  obferve  that 
everv  effort  was  made  on  board  the 

j 

Mermaid,  during  our  long  chafe, 
to  approach  the  enemy;  and  I  feel 
much  indebted  to  captain  Newman 
for  heaving  the  fhip  off,  as  that  was 
the  only  poflible  means  to  fave  her. 
So  foon  as  we  were  afloat,  the  fqua- 
dron  under  captain  Stopford  wras 
ieen  in  the  offing,  and  being  called 
in  by  fignal,  was  of  infinite  fervice. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Charles  Stirling. 
A  Lift  of  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  His  Majefty’s  Ship  Jafon, 
in  the  Action  with  La  Seine. 
Lieut.  Robotier,  killed;  1  cor¬ 
poral  of  marines,  killed;  5  feamen, 
killed;  captain  Stirling,  wounded; 
Meffrs.  Bedford  and  Lulcome, 
wounded;  9  Teamen,  wounded; 
total  killed,  7  ;  wounded,  12. 

(Signed)  Charles  Stirling. 

On  board  ha  Seine ,  late  French 
Frigate ,  July  3,  1798. 
My  Lord, 

It  is  with  real  concern  I  have  to 
inform  your  lordfhip  of  the  lofs  of 
his  majefty’s  fhip  Pique,  under  my 
command,  on  the  night  of  the  30th 
lilt,  in  action  with  the  French  fri¬ 
gate  La  Seine,  by  running  on  fhore 
in  the  paffage  Breton,  where,  at 
low  water,  file  was  entirely  bulged. 
Lor  the  tranfadtions  of  that  dav,  I 
leave  your  lordfhip  to  captain  Stir¬ 
ling’s  difpatches;  but  mu  ft  take  the 
liberty  of  mentioning  the  entire  fa- 

tisfadlion  I  had  from  the  fteadv  and 

«/ 

cool  behaviour  of  the  officers  and 
rqen  I  had  the  honour  to  command ; 
particularly  Mr.  Lee,  firft  lieute¬ 
nant;  Mr.  Devonfliire,  fecund ; 
and  Mr.  Watfon,  adfcing  third  ;  and 
lieutenant  McDonald  of  the  ma¬ 
rines:  as  like  wife  Mr.  Ed  ween* 
~  9  / 


the  gunner,  whofe  condudf  in  his 
department^  deferves  my  warmeft; 
praife. 

It  is  fome  fmall  fatisfaeftion  to 
me,  my  lord,  for  the  lofs  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  Hi  ip,  that  the  prize  was  got 
off  by  the  affiftance  given  from  the 
St.  Fiorenzo;  and  her  being  a  very 
ftrong  and  nearly  new  fhip,  flic 
does  not  appear  to  have  received 
any  material  damage  in  her  hull, 
except  from  (hot,  as  Ihe  makes  very 
little  water. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  a 
lift  of  killed  and  wounded  of  his 
majefty’s  fhip  Pique. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &:c. 

David  Milne. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Bridport,  K.  B.  &c. 
Return  of  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  His  Majefty’s  Ship  La 
Pique,  in  the  Action  with  the 
French  Frigate  La  Seine,  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1  798. 

James  Collins,  fail-maker,  killed; 
Mr.  Robinfon,  boatfwain,  wound¬ 
ed  ;  Thomas  Andrews,  boatfwain’s 
mate,  wounded;  Benjamin  Lock- 
wood,  feaman,  wounded;  William 
Richards,  feaman,  miffing;  Benja¬ 
min  Mafland,  Robert  Sallafs,  and 
Jofeph  Furfman,  marines,  wound¬ 
ed. 

17.  At  a  court  of  common- 
council,  Mr.  Powell  moved,  u  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
city  lands,  to  confider  the  neceffity 
and  expediency  of  aboli filing  Bar¬ 
tholomew  fair;”  which  was  fe- 
conded  by  Mr.  Stokes.  This  mo¬ 
tion  Mr.  Goodbehere  oppofed.  It 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  court 
to  put  a  ftop  to  the  fair,  it  being 
held  under  the  charters  of  Henry 
VIII.  and  Edward  VI.  A  court- 
leer,  and  a  court  of  fled  poudre , 
were  held  from  the  opening  of  th^ 
fair  to  the  fettine  of  the  fun.  The 

o 

lands  which  were  held  by  the  city 
of  London  in  free  foe  cage  bv  the 

charters. 
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charters,  included  Smithfield  mar¬ 
ket,  feveral  of  the  houfes,  and  a 
flreet  in  joint  tenancy  with  the 
earl  of  Leicefter.  Many  of.  the 
houfeholders  were  capable  of  dif- 
charging  their  rents  and  taxes  by 
the  fair.  In  this  way  it  had  been 
maintained  quietly  for  a  number  of 
years.  No  misfortune  of  any  con¬ 
sequence  had  happened,  not  fo 
much  as  a  broken  head.  The  rif- 
ing  generation  were  amufed  half  ,a 
day  only  once  in  a  year;  furely  that 
was  not  too  much  :  almoft  every 
parifh  in  the  kingdom  has  its  revels, 
its  amufepients ;  and  fometimes 
blood  has  been  fpilt.  All  nations, 
ancient  and  modern,  had  allowed 
fport  and  feflivity,  to  prevent 
greater  and  more  ferious  evils.  Mr. 
Goodbehere,  therefore,  was  decid¬ 
edly  againft  the  motion.  It  was 
then  propofed  to  fhorten  the  period 
to  one  day;  upon  wiiich  Mr. 
Hodgfon  and  Mr.  Waithman  ob- 
jedled  on  the  ground  that  the  inn- 
men  fe  crowd  of  people  from  all 
parts  of  the  metropolis  would  ren¬ 
der  fuch  a  fcheme  dangerous,  and 
be  the  means  of  loling  a  great  num- 

o  o 

ber  of  lives.  After  feme  debate,  it 
was  referred  to  a  committee. 

17.  Two  caufes  of  libel  were 
tried  before  lord  Kenyon,  in  the 
court  of  king’s-bench,  both  found¬ 
ed  on  the  fale  of  Mr.  Wakefield’s 
pamphlet  in  anfwer  to  hilltop  of 
LandafFs  addrefs.  The  firft  plain- 
tilf,  Mr.  Jordan,  threw  himfelfupon 
the  mercy  of  the  court ;  Hating  that 
he  bought  the  pamphlet  of  the  pub- 
lifher,  Mr.  Cuthell,  and  fupprelfed 
it  as  foon  as  he  knew  it  to  be  ex¬ 
ceptionable.  The  other  plaintiff, 
Mr.  Johnfon,  tried  the  iflue,  and 
was  convifted;  the  tra£f  in  que- 
ftion  being  declared  by  lord  Kenyon 
and  the  jury  to  be  a  libel. 

19.  About  feven  o’clock  this 
morning  a  fire  broke  out  on 
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board  the  Walmer  Cattle  Eaft  In- 
diaman,  a  new  Ihip,  lately  launched 
at  the  lower  water-gate,  Deptford, 
occafioned  by  fome  loofe  powder 
taking  fire  in  the  gun-room.  The 
explotton  did  not  do  much  damage 
to  the  ttiip.  Three  floating  engines 
were  fent  down  from  London 
bridge  to  affift  on  the  occafion. 
Two  men  on  board  the  fhip  were 
fo  fliockingly  burnt,  that  they  were 
fent  to  the  London  hofpital,  with 
little  hopes  of  recovery. 

From  the  London  Gazette ,  July  21, 
1798. 

Parliament -fir  eet,  July  21. 
The  difpatches,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  are  copies,  were  received 
on  the  17th  inftant,  by  the  right 
honourable  Henry  Dundas,  one  of 
his  majefty’s  principal  fecretaries 
of  ftate,  from  major-generals  Coote 
and  Burrard;  no  oppo "trinity  to 
tranfmit  them  having  occurred  until 
the  return  of  Mr.  Jobernes,  by 
whom  they  were  forwarded. 

Ojlend ,  June  23,  1798.- 

MR, 

Not  having  had  it  in  my  powef 
to  fend  my  difpatches  by  my  aide-de- 
camp,  captain  Williamfon,  I  take 
the  opportunity  by  Mr.  Jobernes, 
the  ftaff  furgeon,  who  was  ordered 
to  Oflend  by  his  royal  highnefs  the 
commander  in  chief. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Eyre  Coote,  maj .-general. 
Right  hon.  Henry  Dundas,  &c. 

On  a  Ridge  of  Sand-Hills ,  three  Miles 
to  the  Eaft  of  Oflend^  May  19, 
1798. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  moft  fincere  fatisfac- 
tion  to  acquaint  you  of  the  com¬ 
plete  and  brilliant  fuccefs  attending 
the  expedition  entrufted  by  his  ma- 
jefty  to  the  care  of  captain  Popham, 
of  the  royal  navy,  and  myfelf. 
The  fquadron  reached  Oflend  about 
one  o’clock  this  morning. 

The 


